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PLATO'S ARCHERS

A New StortGat Aess

-~ Comners to Prosperity.

NO: EFFORT NEEDED.

Under lh.o ‘“*Smoke Counterpanc' of the
City of Pittsburgh,’ Schemes Galoro
Crop up- The Latest is the Most In-
genlous -Sitting will Produce '‘Un-
earned Incremont” and the Proceeds
Thoreof will be Appropriated to Pro-
duce Some More Happiness - All to be
Had for the Wishing.

PITTSBURGH, Pa., May 10.—Owing
to the seientific, clear-ent logic of THIE
PEOPLE the Comrades of the Pitts.
burgh Scctions of the S, L. P have he-
come clarificd to the extent that they
cian now as casily detect the fatlacy of
the numerons “schemes”  that  are
brought to their attention as the hound
can-seent the fox's tail, =

We have all Kinds of “schemeoes” (o
contend with here, It appears that the
atmosphere underlying the Pittsburgh
smoke  counterpane s | exceptionally
favorable to the birth (or abortion) ol
all Kindg of fake schemes that are born
to feed on the discontent of the numer-
ous workers unemployed in this city,
who still bave a little money left, We
have the Labor Exchange, the Prother-
hood  of the Co-operative Common-
wealth, ete., ete., but the latest “pebhle
on the beach™ 18 o brand new “scheme’
that is going to lift the working class
into emancipation from wage slavery
immediately (7) without capital, with-
ot the ballot, without any cffort on the
part of the prolotaviat except  being
“lifted.”’ The name of this new cthereal
organization (with its old fake tacties)
is “Plato’s Archers.” Perhaps Plato
would feel fattered, but more likely he
would not, at secing his immortal name
put o sueh ao uge,  But however
“Plato’s Archers” may have been still-
horn, yet they are “ready for business.””

THE PEOPLE has often scientifically
and clearly demonstrated the fact that
in obedience to the underlying laws of
evolutionary economic development the
middle cliass, is incvitubly doomed to
extinetion. Between  ‘the  grinding
forces of the upper capitalist cluss and
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 Class is being ground into impalpable
dust.  The middle cluss are beginnipg,
to recognize this indisputable fact, and,
ostrich-like, are trying to hide their
hends in every sand hill of a fakepolit-
1cal issue and ntopian organizailion to
prevent the inexorable natural laws
from narking their eluss Tehabod, The
middle class politicians in the last ¢cam-
paign held out the delusive snare to the
proletarviat that the Demoeratic plat-
form was a “step in the right diree-
tion’ towards Socialism, but the bait
was too small to hide the hook. They
are now again on deck holding out the
bait that these fake, “eut across the
corner’™ schemes are “educating  the
masses’ towards Socialism, when the
fact of the matter is that a middle class
man does not want Socialism any more
than Astor or Viamderbilt does.  He
would rather become a large capitahist
than a Secialist at “any old time.”

So i the UPlato’s Archers” schemeo,
when presented to Socialists, its prop-
agators claim that it is clearing the
Wiy for Socialism by giving practical(?)
object lessons and affording immediate
relief to the wage slave,: But the direet
apposite is its motive, It attempts to
obscure the scientific Socialist move-
ment, as the following will show, .

The “Plato’s Archers'™ is i seerct or-

S ganization.  Why it {s sceret can casTly
be  guessied.  In thein oflicial organ,
*The Archer,” published in Indiana and
edited by Henry Vincent, who tramped

Cwith Coxey to Washington reporting
for a Chicago newspaper and writing
ghost stories on politicil cconomy and
the money question, 1 find the following
Tueid ‘(7)) explanations of the status of
this new “Molly Maguipes.”

Fast.—YThe  Grange cexcludes the
anildleman; Archery eannot do without
hin.”

Scvond.~~"The K. of L. are organized
for strilies; Archery takes the employer
into its coonei's.”  Oh, mamina!

Third.~ Archery takes the farmper by
one hand and the merchant by the
other and shows them where they can
both  make profits.”  Presumably by
taking in each other’s washing.

But here is the capsheaf of the whole
nonsensical trash:

Fourth,—Socialists say  the middle
class must disappear before their hopes
are realized,  Archery says that ON
CTHE MIDDLE CLASS SOCIETY MUST
HINGE. Soclalism sinks the individu-
ality of mun in the State.  Archery de-
velops the individuality of man to the
higihest attainable point, and makes
the best state possible out of man.™

Aha! this let's the cat out of the bag:
Anarchy pure and simple,  The$ have
not yet told us that Archery will grant
the opportunity to the proletasian to
Jump  inte a  hundbasket, grab the
handles and 1t himself or herself into
he:m,-n. but the returns are not ail in
yot. :

Oue of our Comrades asked the High
Chief Archer of Pittsburgh, Mr. George
- Taylor, what they proposed to do.  He
apswered; “Couple the idle labor with

- Batural resourees and produce and con-

fume'  On being asked how idle labor,
coupled with natural resources, couta
produce without tools, he replied that
tools conld be easily obtained, On being

S pressed to explain, thit modern Locks-

. ley pierced the bull's-eye by saying

© that they would “place 500 wmen on a

‘of unoccupied land, and that the

‘unearned inerement’ ereated by the 500
men seitling on the land would be con-
verted into cash and tools honght with
the proeceds.” Of the sitting? That
was all, and surely it is as easy asroll-
ing off a log. :

Anything further he was not allowed
to tell on account of the secrecy at-
tached to Plato’s Archers. The Archers
are trying to organize lodges every-
where, and we are morally certain that
it is the money that is in it for the
organizers that is pushing the thing
along. Inside the lodge rooms  the
officials are dressed in Callithumpian
costumes while they are putting their
dupes through a fantoceini initiation.
Taken all in all, this new fake organi-
zation presents about as ludicrous a
speetacle as could be coneeived by & lot
of middle class fakirs, who are trying
to save the middle class from drown-
ing by grasping at such a tattered straw
as “Plato’s Archers.”

But they can’t fake the class-con-
scious revolutionary Socialists of Pitts-
burgh.  We have our shot gun loaded
for the capitalist wolf at all times, but
when' he comes aronnd us dressed in
gheep's  clothing we give him  both
barrels without mercy, ¥

The Pittshurgh Scetion now meets in
the Labor Lyceum, corner of Mary and
8. 18th streets, Sunday afternoons, at 2
oclock. $

A PITTSBURGH COMRADE.

THE PULPIT

Doiug Pinkerton Duty for tho Robber
Class of Capitalism.

SHAMOKIN, Pa., May 4.—The
mains of Adam Pitroski, who was killed
at the Neilson shaft Wednesday after-
noon, through the ragcally neglect of
the bosses to obey the factory laws,
were interred in the Greek Catholice
cemetery at Springficld this morning,
and for the first time in the history of
‘political parties in this State the burial
ceremonies were conducted under the
auspiees of the local Section of the So-
cialist Labor party, of which organiza-
tion the deceased was a member.,

1t was the original” intention (o bury
the victim of the mine aceident in the
Polish’ cemetery, and the priest had
ordered 2 grave dug to receive the re-
mains, 1t was also noiged around that
at the last sad rites a Socialist fellow
workman would make cn address. This
didn’t suit the priest, who feared that
in this address the funeral orator would
pin the crime of Pitroski’s death upon
the company, and would further utilize
the opportunity to expose the capitalist
gvstem, which is guilty of so many
deaths and so much misery. The priest
wanted to curry favor with the class

re-

whom: Jesus piioricd forever; and-did

not object to do some dirty Pinkerton
work for that elass.  Accordingly he
sent two constables to the cometery to
interfere if a Socialist dared to speak
upon the cause of the aceident.  The
officers spent yesterday afternoon with-
in the city of the dead awalting the
coming of the funeral, but it did not
arrive as scheduled,

Wheii it reached the ears of the So-
cialist members what the priest had
done, they were very wroth and.at once
made arrangements to bury the corpse
in the Greek eemetery, amd it was done
this morning with pomp. Only the
members of the local Socialist Seetion,
together with several women, followed
the funcral to the cemetery,swhere im-
pressive und  beantiful vices were
held by the mourners. The orator
pointed out the fact that the deceased
was one of the many martyrs of the
present capitalist system,

_Last week, on the oceasion of the ac-

cident at the Charity Bazaar in Paris,
our metropolitan press  exhibited Cits
shoddiness of both mind and heart.
The backers of the bazaar were of the
¢lass that robs labor whoelesale, then is
“charitable' by retail. Nor is this all,
Among the prominent “elite’” women in
the affair were such whose reputation
is a stench in the public nostrils, and
who, during the Commune butchoeries,
were fiendish enough to poke their pur-
asols into the faces of the condemned
mariyrs,  But our press drew the veil
over this moral putrefaction, and went
into fits of agony about the deaths of
“s0 many noble ladies”—a press, at
that, that every day passes lightly over
infinitely worse aceldents to the work-
ing people in our mines, our factories,
our railroad yards.

The “Co-operative Colony' recently
established in Paragnay, by Australian
emigrants, is, like all such utopian and
run-away schemes, serving its purpose
to capitalist propaganda,  Here is what
the British Consul at Asuncion, Para-
guay, writes to the Secretary of Queens-
lina:

1 avail myself of this opportunity to
mention for the information of the
Government of Queensiand that *The
New  Aunstralinn  Co-operative  Settle-
ment Association' ix about to be dis-
solved. The scheme for the establish-
ment of, among other things, ‘such true
gocial order as will ensure to every

citizen security  against want'  has
proved. I think, in every respect a
failure.”

The coming municipal campaign ih
Greater New . York Is  casting  its
shadows befere it. The class-conscious
capitalist clement is frantically trying
to conceal the motive that lies behind
all business—POLITICS.

The slogan of the Socialists shonld be
“There is no ‘business’ but there is ‘pol-
itics’ back of it, and there is no ‘pol-
ities' but there is ‘business’ back of it."-

The groundwork of all  political
partics and movements is the bread and
butter question. Bread and butter for

capitalists means starvation for the

workers. The S. L. P. is grounded on
the “pusiness principle’” of bread and
butter for the workers and starvation
for the loafers, :

" ABOR_ LAV "

Enacted by the Legislature of
Minneapolis.

A “Vagrancy” Law that is Intended to
Furnish Labor Free to the Local Capi-.
talists--First Steps to Pluce Po}illcsl
Control in Property-Holders’ Hands -
A *“‘Patriotic” Pill to Promote Jingo-
ism and Hypocrisy.

MINNEAPOLIS, May 6,—The Legis-
Jature has just closed its session nm!
will not mect until 1809, The working
people of this State may rightfully ask
themselves what this session has dony
to better their lot, 2

One of the “Labor Laws' now to be
engrafted upon the statute books of this
State reads: 4

CHAPTER 335—H. ¥. NO. 303.

AN ACT defining vagraney and lixin.;:

punishment for the same, Be it

enacted by the Legislature of the

State of Minnesota: )

“Section 1,--=Any person, except blind
and other infirm persons, who roam
about [rom J.'I""" 1o place, begging m;
soliciting alms, or WHO ARE LIVING
WITHOUT LABOR, or OTHER VIS-

LBLIE MEANS OF SUPPORT, apnd whe

known as tramps, and
NOT WORK WHEN

EMPLOYMENT A1
REASONABLE  AND ORDINARY
WAGES, shall be deemed  vagrants
provided that whenever any such per-
son shall prove that he is out of em=,
ployment and is honestly in search of
employment, it shall be o complete de-
fense to any charge of vagrancy. “The
act of begging, or soliciting alms, or!
roving about froni place to jlpce, and
lodging in barnsg or other places not in-
tended as a place for lodging for human
beings, shall be prima facie evidence
that such person is a tramp or vag-
rant.”—\What a cruel irony, if not a
mocking cruelty!

“Section 2.—Any person found guilty
of vagraney, within the meaning of the
preceding' seetion, shall, upon the con-
vietion thereof, he fined not more than

are commonly
WHO WILL
OFFERED

" one hundred (100) dollars, and in de-

fault in the payment of said fine by im-
prisonment in the county jail not to ea-
ceed ninety (90) days,
quired to perform hard labor during
such imprisonment, as now provided by
law.”

This law speaks for ilgelf, and. no
commentarics are necessary., We wnulq
like to know, however, what  efforts
have the wiseacres of the State Federo-
tion of Labor exerted in attempting g;.o
Uevat Thig BT, or din thetr Tohby1s
do anything at ail to defeat such an in-
famous enactment?  Did they raise at
least their voice in protest?  Or did
they silently submit to the fates in con-
sideration of the favors to be hestowed
upon a few of the fakirs when the newly
created BExamining 1 s of Horse-
shoers and Barbers to be appointed
by the Governor? Swinery scems still
marching trinmphantly ahead, and the
fakirs vie for a chanee to gerve as hind-
tegs in the procession, A

~ & . L \

At the next cleetion, in the fall of
1808, there will be spbmitted to the
volers of this State an amendment to

the constitition providing for a boars

‘ol fifteen frecholders in each city to

frame city éharters. The experience o
the past justifics one in presupposing
that the wording of this amendment,
when submitted to the voters, will be
somewhat  ambiguous if not wholly
misleading., It will read in all proba-
bilities like this: “An amendment to
the State Comstitution providing for
cities to frame their own charters.”
The Comrades in this State are re-
quested to take eariy notice of this
amendmernt, and particularly of its fol-
lowing provisions: ‘

“Thd legislature ghall ‘provide, under
such restrictions as it deems proper,
for a board of fifteen frecholders, who
shall be and for the past five years
shall have beent qualified voters thercof,
1o be appointed hy the district judges
of the Judicial District in which the
city or village is situated * * ¢

*“The board of frecholders above pro-
vided for shall be permuanent, and all
the v:\v:m('i(.‘s by death, disability to
perform duties, resignation or removal
from corporate limits, or expiration of
term of oftice, shall be filled by appoint-
ment in the same manner as the orig-
inal board wus created.”—Chapter 280,
Laws of 1807,—8, F. No. 629).

This would c¢reate an oligarchy of
fifteen property helders, to the ex-
clusion of any voice from the working
clgms. having no,real property what-
ever, whp would be the sole trustees of
city aftairs. This amendment will un-
doubtedly receive the support of the
farmers (Republicans  and  Populists
alike). It rests with the working popu-
lation of the cities to defeat it.  The
Comrades have a splendid opportunity
1o make the best of it for the cause of
the 8. L. P.

L . -

Hypocrisy and jingoism did not fail
1o say a word. Admittedly the most
imbecile and depraved legislature that
ever sat in the Capitol, it, however, gocs
down to posterity as the “most patri-
otie.”

An act to prevent the desecration of
the United States flag provides that the
United States flag. or priot or design
thereof, shail not be used for adver-
tising purposes. When the flag is al-
lowed to float over the mercantile
cstublishments :nd large mills of our
cities, where hundreds of lives are daily
ground to death, well may our legis-
lu:o:‘st tr?m time (o time indulge in ad-
ministering to an emaciated and dyin,
body a *patriotic” pill, G i

and may be res

SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

Condact of the Political Labor Con-
yention Held at Victor, Colo.

The Convention Faithfully Reflects the
Component Elements of the Labor
Movement: Socialists, Fakirs and the
Uniformed Evidence that the
Ground is Blipping from Under the
Labor Fakirs.

DENVER, Colo., May 5.—The polit-
ical convention of workingmen of this
State, which was called to meet in
Victor on the 2d instant by a call that
appeared in THE PEOPLE of last April
4. convened in due time, There were
30 delegates present, and the conven-
tion organized with Willis Hall, of the
Denver Typographical Union, as chair-
man, and Mrs. Augusta Frincke, of the
Denver  Bookbinders’ Union, as see-
retary. Ascommmittee was forthwith ap-
pointed to draft a - reambie and reso-
lutions setting for. the object, char-
acter and plan of action of the conven-
tion. This get the ball rolling, and the
convention speedily divided into the
three elements of which the labor
movement is made up: the straight-
forward, class-conscious or Socialist
clement; the fakir clement; and in be-
tween the two the well meaning but
untrained clement that hitherto has
been the pasture field for the fakirs to,
brouse on. The relative strength of the
Socialist and the fakir clement was en-
couraging; the Socialists predomi-
nated, which shows the spread of So-
sialism and the deeline of fakirism,
Nevertheless, the power of fakirism
succceded in preventing the convention
from taking a step that would place the
movement safely oh the right track.
Through the manipulation of the fakirs,

playing upon the lack of information of
the untrained element, I cannot say
that the fate of the movement initiated
by the convention is at all safe. Rhody
Kanahanism has a “fighting chance.”
aud experience tells that when corrup-
tion and ignorance do have a “fighting
chance” at the birth of movements of
this sort, the chances are that the
movement will corrode, - shrivel “fnd
sink away. At any rate, the first meet-
ing of the convention revealed the fact
that the pulse of Socialism ig beating
strong in this region. If the convention

f-decs nothing-mese than ‘to have -made

this fact manifest it has done some
good. This is the way it happened.

A majority of the committee turned
out to be class-conscious workers.,  Its
report  reflected this fact, It recom-
mended the starting of an out and out
Socialist movement among the trade
unions of Colorado independent-of any
of the old political parties, and it fav-
ored radical action along industrial or
ceconomic lines.

‘Bhe minority brought in a minority
yeport that had all the flavor of purcand
glmpledom; it moved upon the same old
ruts that are strewn with the wrecks of
unions and the defeais of the workers;
once would imagine that these men had
been  asleep  during the last twenty
vears and had learned nothing.
report favored “united” action by the
wage earners, but “not independently,”
and recommended “affiliation  with
cither of the old political parties of the
sState that would “guarantee the enact-
ment of laws beneficial to the working
classes to the largest extent.”

The discussion on these reports by
the convention was vigorous, The ma-
jority of the committee and the other
experienced members of the convention
pointed out the fallacy and contradle-
tion of the minority report: the ald
parties had proven themeelves the po-
litical arm of the capitalist class: to
ask them for laws beneficial to labor
wias to express a readiness to remaln
wige slaves; the development of cap-
italism had gone so far that now cven
the palliatives, which a master might
grant his dog and his horse, can no
tonger benefit the workers, even if these
were satisfied to be treated with the
kindness that kind masters treat their
animals; furthermore, to talk about
“united action by the wage carners”
without independend political action
was absurd; the workers could never
act “unitedly” except upen a labor plat-
form: how can the workers ever be
“united” upon a tariff platform for in-
stance? 1f the tariff is low it hurts
the bosses, who need high tariff, and
woiild thereby hurt the wage slaves of
these bosses; if the tarift is high it hurts
the bosses who need a low tariff, and
would thereby hurt the wage slaves of
these hosses; on this and on all other
capitalist issues the workers are bound
to be disunited because the interests of
the bosses are hostile among the bosses
themselves; on the other hand, the in-

class or wage slaves are-identical for
all; all are interested in abolishing the
capitalist system of production, and
thereby abolish the system of wage
sluvery: consequently “united action by
the wage earners” can only mean in-
dependent political action, independent
from all the old or new parties of cap-
ital. This position was maintained
notably by Delegates N. L. Greist and
James Hogan.

The opposition was disarmed. As
usual in such cases, they admitted that
the Socialist proposition was right and
just, but—some claimed that at present
it was “too radical,” and the fakir elc-
ment showed the cloven hoof by saying
that the Socialist proposition was “im-
politic."meaning of course thereby that
they could not hope to get political jobs
‘from-the bld parties if they stood out
in such uncompromising position. After
a long debate the “conservatives” felt

themselves routed, but to nln one more

This -

térests of the proletariat or working

chance, they consented to the adoption
of the following resoiution:

“We, the members of* the labor or-
ganizations of the State of Colorado, in
convention assembled, declare that we
believe that the time has come when
the working class must organize an in-
dependent  political movement to go
hand in hand with the economic move-
.ment for the purpose of conquering the
powers of 'the State, to the end that the
working class may establish a co-oper-
ative commonwealth.

“First—We declare that we belicve
it to be advisable for the convention to
take action looking to the perfecting of
a working class political organization.

“Second—We declare it to be the duty
of this convention to organiz¢ a com-
mittee to consist of two members from
cach labor organization in the State,
said committee to formulate plans for
political action, and report to a conven-
tion to be held on the Fourth of July
next in the most favorable central point
in the Stute”

This would seem a complete victory
for the cause of New Trade Unionism.
But the fakirs' hope lies in the second
clause, which provides for the formula-
tion of plans for political action to be
submitted to a convention to be keld
on next July 4. The fakirs who man-
ipulated this remember that it was in
their very State, at Denver, that the so-
called A. F. of L. convention repudiated
the Socialist programme  which  had
Leen adopted by a referendum vote of
the rank and file. The fakirs set their
hopes upon a new shuflling of the cards,
finding themselves beaten in this con-
vention, they wanted to try another,

The untrained element
vention did not see through this ma-
nocuvre: the Socialist element did, but
was willing to let the fakirs carry out
their programme. If the fakirs fail, so
much the better, and then we shall have
L in this State a good start for aggressive
New Trade Unionism; if the fakirs
succeed, why, then the whole thing wili
g0 to smash. This much stands pat:
the temper of the workers in this State
will not brook any new organized
fakirism,

ZAMBO

Invokes Darkness to Prevent Pure and
Simpledom From Being Pounded.

poured forth #he accumulated wisdom
of “thirty years' self-sacrificing labors
in the trades union movement™ at a
meeting in the City Hali under the aus-
pices of the Meat Cutters’ and Butchers'
Union, on Wednesday night. No doubt
the manuagers of the meeting did not
believe the wisdom of the Sage to be
inexhaystible, for, previous to the meet-
ing, the janitor recetved orders to turn
off the lights (other than those on the
stage) immediately at the close of the
address—no doubt as a hint to those in
the pursuit of wisdom not to question,
but to go forth snd ponder on the
truths uttered by the profound phil-
osopher,

The futility.of the methods employed
by the labor fakirs to arouse interest
in Gomperian trades unionism could
have had ne better evidence than that
furnished by this meeting. Posters, on
which’ were printed in large type the
encomiums of the capitalist press of
other cities were distributed liberally
throughout the city, and with all the
cffort expended the results must have
been disappointing, there being but 240
present.  But if the managers of the
meeting were but to analyize this num-
ber the results would be still more dis-
appointing.

Syracuse boasts of a trades unlon
membership of 5,000. Granting that all
those present were union men, it will
be seen that less than 3 per cent, of or-
ganized labor was represented. But of
the 240 present 100 were Socialists and
New Trade Unionists, whom the
speaker saw fit to condemn. The
Butchers' Union has a membership of
90, and we will concede that they were
all present.  Twenty-five of the re-
maining 50 were of the fakir species
and political kites always present at
meetings where there is a chance to
fiy. The remaining 25, it is fair to as-
sume, were curiosity-seckers and re-
porters. "

were only a repetition of sgpeeches de-
livered in other cities and reported by
Comrades. There were the usual ful-
minations ‘against those who desired
the unions to use their power on the
political field as well as the economic.
The only kind of political action Gomp-
ers desired was the eclecting of “friends™
by the members of unions, he claiming
that “there is not a party existing that
deserves the support of working men."”

The war between Greece and Turkey
may -be considered ended. The con-
ditions of peace dictated by Turkey are
severe, but, with one exception, ‘they
will be accepted. The condition that
will present some trouble is that of
ceding territory to Turkey. If the war
were what the innocents believe and
the Parisees try to make believe, a war
of principle in which only the belliger-
ents are interested, this clause would
not present any difficulty elther. But
the war is nothing of the sort. It is
but the attempt of a bankrupt govern-
ment to rehabilitate itself by means of
conquest. Now, then, the European

"and who are the power behind the
throne of the “Powers,” are not likely
to consent to the cession of territory,
i. e., of taxable property, by a debtor
who already finds it hard to pay up.
The treaty of peace will be such as the
financiers will. £

The receipt of & sample copy of this

paper is an invitation to subscribe.

in the con- -

SYRACUSE, N. Y., May 10.—Gompers”|

The sayings of Chief Fakir Gompers,

financiers to whom Greece owes money,

t

SMALL FARMER

Q] m—

Fallacy of Considering Him a
Wagﬁlm.

CLASS INSTINCTS.

e

The Claim that we do not ‘‘Catch” the
S8mall Farmer, Notwithstanding he is
& “"Wage Slave,” is a Self-evident
Contradiction—-The Very Fact that he
is not "'Caught” is a Proof of his not
Being o Wage Slave and of his Ambi.
tion to and Belief that he May Become
a Big Capitalist Himself. {

A correspondent from the rural dis-
tricts of the Northwest writes to say:

“Let me add one idea. You do not
catch the farmcrs here yet. Now, the
farmer is a wage slave; he is compar-
able to a factory hand, say making
buggy springs in a carrlage works, who
owns the tools to make the springs, and
no more. For the farmer only owns the

‘tools to SOW the crop; often he does
not own the self-binder (mortgaged to
the Harvester Company), never the
threshing machine (also mortgaged),
nor the clevator; often the land is mort-
gaged; some one else PRACTICALLY
owns his tools,”

Qur correspondent has excellently
portrayed the middle class inghis por-
traiture of the farmers whom he has in
mind. It is a feature of the middle
class that it PRACTICALLY does not
own {ts tools of production, The man
with small capital, with an old-style
machine, cte., literally does own his
toels, but practically he does not. The
ownership of the tool should give in-
dependence to the owner; a tool which
is too weak to compete with others does
not afford that independence; the
owner of the better tool virtually is
the sole owner of the tool; in such
cases as well might the owner of smah
and inadequate tools own none; prac-
tically he does not own any; his owner-
ship is a delusion.

Despite this delusion, the middle class
does Imagine that it is a property hold-
ing class, and this delusion is nursed by
the circumstance that -middle class
people have a merchandise to sell, and
that that merchandise is not their labor
power. Practically, the middle class
works for the large capitalist. Never-
theless the middle elass man {s not em-
ployed by another, he employs himself.
All that he produces over and above a
mere plttance to barely keep body and
soul together may go to the larger cap-
italists in the shape of Intcrest, etc.;
nevertheless, the very fact that, in ap-
pearance he works for himself; that In
appearance he brings products to
market, just as the big capitalists; and
that not infrequently he is himself &
buyer of the merchandise labor and
pays for it on the identical principle as
the big capitalists—these very facts
draw the class distinction between him
and the wage slave, who nelther prac-
tically nor otherwise .owns any tools,
and who is compelled to take HIMSELFP
to market. i

The clrcumstance that we do not
“catch the farmer” is an eyidence that
his class interests, as a property
holder and self-employer, bar him
from understanding and much more
from sympathizing with the class in-
terests of the wage slave,

The argument of our correspondent
shows how careful one must be to keep
apart the distinction between the
WAGE SLAVE—him who owns noth-
ing but his labor power, and the middle
class man—him who does own some
property with the aid of which to work.
Those who think that the simple fact
of the farmer’s having to pay so much
of his product for the use of some of
the tools which he needs, places him on

a par with the wage slaves, will adopt
political measurés for the improvement
of the condition of the farmer that will
only: temporary alleviate his misery,
and that will do no good whatever to
th 1 wage slave. The cheap money
moverftent is an instance In point.
Cheap money would have helped the
farmer to rid himself of his mortgages,
but would have injured the workers.
Of course we could not *“catch the
farmer” in that campaign; he was on a
hunt for his own freedom; he was log-
ical enough in that; but those who are
not farmers or middle class men, and
who share our correspondent’s views,
fell into the trap, and would continue to
fall into such traps by joining move-
ments that are hostile to the interests
of the wage slaves or proletarians, and
that, consequently, are hostile to the
progress of civilization,

‘No, the small farmer is not a wage
slave, nor can he realize the dark fate
in store for him if he imagines he is
one. The small farmer, being a prop-
erty-holder and self employer, must
naturally tend towards movements that
promote the interests of the prcperty-
holding class. Herein lles his: mis-
fortune. Property is a relative thing.

(Continued on Page 3.)
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WOCIALINT VOTE IN THE UNITED

H‘I'A’l“”.

. A ERRS (Presldential).....ocerieseres 2,088

. fumilies that are exploited

‘ 3 .. 13,331
INDZ (I dential).. ; 21,157
! : . 33,133
In 18986 (Presidential).... 36,664
e s e e et b e

I've been a Wig three weeks my-
melf, jest "o this mod'rate sort,

An’don't ind them and Demmeorats
so differont oz I thought;

They both aot pooty much allke, an’ |
push an'® scrouge an’ ecus;

They ‘re like two plekpockets in
loague for Uncle Sam well's pus;

Enrch takes a slde, an' then they
squecze the ole man in between
‘em, ! i

Turn all his pockets wrong side out
an' quick oz lightnin®' clean ‘em:

To nary one on 'em I 'd trust a seo~
on'=handed ratl

No further off ‘an I ocould sling a
bulloek by the tall, ;

Lowell.

“COSEY HOMES."

Bmissaries of the Hawaiian capitalist
planters, have begun work  to lure
American labor away from American
capitalists, and give the Hawali bosacs
a chance. These emissaries are Issuing
broadeast  flaming L aecounts  about
fidwadi, and hold to the workers the
prospect of *cosey homes™ on the Ha-
walian fields.

Bven if these emissaries were not, as
they are, subject to “unguarded’” mom-
ents, no one, who cv(}r read the spark-
ling accounts of America, distributed
among the working people of Burope.
with intent of luring them over to our
whores, and giving the American bosses
2 chance, ¢an fail to recognize ihe
jdentity of the tune in two songs, Be-
tween the lines, betwen the notes, one
can distinctly hear the sound of the
smacking lips of the respective cap-
italists, who, short of sheep to fleece
and to turn into mutton chops, cast
longing eyes upon ihe fleeceful and
juleeful proletarians whom other cap-
ftalists can dispose of. Wheg the supply
of labor in America was below the de-
mand, our American capitalists dangled
before the wretched proletariat  or
Burope visions of ‘'cosey homes” i
America; now that the Hawaiian cap-
italists are anxiows for more plentitul
wool than the Jap and Chinese laborer
can yield, they hold up the same mirage
{0 the now wretched  proletaviat  of
America. So far the two incidents are
exactly alike. The significunce of the
present one lies in the confidence that
the  capitalists and' their emissaries
have acquired in their capacity to de-
frand the workers and in the latter's
sullibility. ]

Different from theit American proto-
{ypes who started to rope European
labor. these Hawailan binco steerers
are quite outspoken® upon their real
plans in the columns of the papers that
(hey do not expect the workers to read,
or which, even if read, they do not ex-
pect the workers to understand. For
instance, this is what one of them says:

“There are now abeut 23.000 laborers
cmployed on about 60,006 acres. These
luborers are mainly coolies, 1f in their
stead we had 8,000 American workers
these could .produce twice as mugh,
Then also, at the time of the crop an
extra amount of labor is always needed,
This could be had 1f American labor
conld be secured, because at the pick-
ing season the wives and children ‘of
the workmen could take a hand, The

L eoolies don’t bring cmgcr wives or chil-

dren along.”” .
In other words, the coscy homes’

{hat the Hawailan capitalists are hold-

ing out to the Americam workers are
“homes,”  sheltering. first, heads of
twice as
much as the coolies: and, second, & re-
werved army of labor, in the shape of
wives and children, kept at the cost ot

~the already amply exploited father, and

for the benefit of the doubly prosperous
boss, A0 T

Such are the inmates of the “cosey
homes™ “that capitalism has for the
wealth producers everswhere,

UTAH, IS GOOD.

Among the States that sotee folks are
considering to try the plan of “cap-
turing it for Socialism.” and of there
“establishing Soctalism” in is Utah, We
earnestly recommend to these folks 2
careful study of the history of Utah.
The history of no State outside of Utah
wiil furnish a better light by which to
discover the folly of the proposed at-
tempt.

Utah was not the first place In which
the Mormon colony let itselt down.
Moving  with Brigham Young down
Arom his native Vermount, it set up its
tents and struck them: at least twice
before it reached Salt Lake. The his-.

‘tory of Utah proper begins with these

s

campings and decampings.  What

‘choice of the Salt Lake region for the
next settlement wag the obverse and
reverse of one and the same sociologic
prineiple, to wit, that a revolutionary
idea, or at least an idea subversive ol
some existing and ruling principle can
not maintain itself in a dominant po-
litical atmosphere that is hostile, and
that such @n idea mnst ecither over-
throw the hostile political atmosphere
in which it happens to start, or migrate
to & place where itself cdn be sovereign,
The dominant atmosphere within the
settled territory of the United States
was hostile to Mormonism, Mormonism
did not attempt to change this, and,
conseqiaently, it chose for its last camp-
ing ground a spot outside of the United
States, and which, though belonging
nominally 1o Mexico, was 100 far away
from settled Mexico to be affected Ly
her,

If we go no further in the history of
Utah we find ample warning against a
scheme to “establish Soclalism™ on ter-
ritory dominated by the capitalist gov-
ernment of Washington.  But Utah'
later history furnishes further warn-
ings,

States of the territory north anid west
of Texas. the Mormon settlement again
came within the territory of an actively
hostile and dominant power. From
that moment
discovery of gold in California, with
the  subsequent  flow  of population
thither, and the setting up of non-
Mormon scttlements all around Mor-
monism increaged the difliculty day by
day, until  finally Mormonism wis
dwarfed, and is now no longer a factor
to be connted with,

IFFromr beginning to.end, the nistory
of Utah illustrates a principle against
which Mr, Debs' latest plan will battey
its head to pieces, just as his first plan
~the A, R, U—Dbattered fiself to preces
against the principle that a lzbor pr-
ganization, that does not unite its Mmem-
bers at the ballot box the same as in
the shop. and for the overthrow of cap-
italism, can only lcad to failure—ns
THE PEOPLE prophesied to him in
two extensive articles published in 1893,

POLITICAL and ECONOMIC,

“La Montafia’ (The Mountain) is the

name of a new Revolutionary Socialist

paper published in Buénos Aires, Ar-
gentine  Republic, ‘ﬁw'pupor intro-
duces to the Argentine workers the
best Buropean thinkers on Socialism.
The Sacialist jt'mrnnls‘ in that part of
South America are increasing rapidly,

The Hartfort, Conn., "Times," ought
to go (o the Kindergarten on pomlcu!
1t blames the Socialists for

ecotomy.
wanting to ‘‘destroy” capital, and
argues:

“If capital be destroyed, in what way
would the laborers get paid for thelr
work?  Capitalists destroyed, who
would provide work for anybody 7" !

Let ys give this ignoramus an A B C
lesson. i

“Capital” is the machinery of pro-
duetion owned by private individuals.
To destroy the system of private owner-
ship in the machinery of production by
no means stands for destroying the ma-
chine. On the contrary, the very de-
mand for the destruction of the system
under which the macliine is owned im-
plies a desire to save the.machine for
another system of ownership,
“down with the ownership of stolen
goods' can be understood by lunkheads
only to mean that the stolen’ property
thall be destroyed. The Socialist de-
mand for the abolition of capital means
the demand to take the machinery of
production out of the thicves' hands
who now hold it, and put it into the
hands of those who are its just owners
beeause they are its producers.

Aud secondly, to say that, if capitai-
ists are destroyed, no one will'be there
to provide “work for the workers is
cquivalent to have said in the Middie
Ages that, if the robber burons are de-
stroyed, no one will be there to pro-
vide transit to the wayfarer. The robber
baron appropriated the highways to
himself and demanded blackmail from
the wayfarerifor the privilege of travel-
Ing. Ditto, ditto  the capitalist,
Through the theft of the machinery of
production, he to-day can levy black-
miuil on the workers for the privilege
of earning a living. That privilege
need not be granted to people who own
it.  When the workers shall have
stamped out the. capitalist class the
working class. will itself be in posses-
sion of the needad machinery of pro-
duetion, @nd will themselves provide
themselves with work.

There is much more to be said on the

topi¢; but we won't render the lesson
too hard to learn to the infant brain ol
the “Times” by crowding too much into
it at one sitting. If the “Times" gives
any  evidence of having learned this
lesson, we shall bestow on it a second.

The Dallas, Tex., “Southern Mercury
seems to be a sort of Camera Obscura,
_where the picture of the present social
system appears upside down. It says:

“The stock men want a reward of $10
per capita paid by the State for each
woll scalp. The farmers out West want
irrigation by taxation, yet the official
‘tee system and the extravagant official
salaries eat up more of their produce
every year than do the wolves and the

drouth. The sealp of the high-fiying,.

high-salaried officials, who number one
10 every scven voters, are the scalps

caused’ the last devamplog and the |

Fla |

_‘tli'e;;go:‘umon people are interested in

With the purchase by the Unitel

its troubles began: the

To say |

gotting. (They produce more want than
famine amd floods.™

The *common people”  who sce
straight and have the knowledge to ses
straight know better than to go “after
the scalps of the high salaried officials.”
These common poople know that the
locust swarm of high salaried and lov
salaried officials is not the cauvse of
their poverty. The common ueopie
know that the cfpitalist system is gt
the bottom of the mischief, That
system concentroes the wealth of the
land into ever fe wer hands through its
having allowed these fow to appropriate
the machinery of production. AS a re-
siilt of this ever fewer people can mibe
a living, and an ever larger number are
thrown out of work or arc bankrupted.
Being smoked out of the opportunity of
v.'x'ming a living at work. thousaads ot
people try to earn a living by drawing
a salary. The horde of salaried
officials is the result of the capitalist
system, and an upheider of this gystem,
and, conscquently, partly responsible
for the horde of salavied officials, is that
very middle class for whom the "South-
ern Mercury” speaks.

Because we see thromgh the false pre-
tences of the professional athelsts when
they lay claim to a neoble purpose, and
Lecanse we have freqaently pointed out
that these people are apt to deeeive (e

really mean well, whereas in fact these
professional atheists are, together with
the chnrehianic prohibitionist leaders
among the worst ficecers of the workers
and the most cruel of the pppressors-—
because of all ‘this the "Truth-Seeker™
concludes that we are an “enemy ol
free thought.”

It happens that ,the same mail that
brought the copy of' the “Truth-Sceker”
containing this state ment, brought also
a copy of the Wace. Tex., “Brann's
Ieenoclust,” from wivich, as a fit answer
to the “Truth-Seckes,” we ¢lip the foi-
lowing passage:

“Those who deny God's existence
usually call themselves Freethinkers—
meaning thereby that they think as
they please while denying to others the
same privilege. They are &s intolerant
and bigoted, and not iairequently as
ignorant, as the et product of a Meth-
odist canip meeting, Atheism attracts
unto itself adi the crenks and mono-
maniaes of the country, and taey ex-
amine the Bible, verse by verse, with a
compound microscope--much like Car-
lyie’s eritic fly passing upon the archi-
tecture of the Parthenon. Is the New

York “Truth-Seeker” really seeking
truth? Not on your life. It is strain-

ing and sweating to give vraisemblance
1o the atheistical opinions it is ped-
diing.”

“OUT OF WORK.”

[Trauslated for THE PEOPLE from the Ttallan
of Adit Nezri by GEO, CHAS. KUCHANAN,
Henntug, Minn|

—

Large, ragged. bronzed, no shirt upon
his breasi,
Soldier, dock hand er smith,

Might in such giant frame be guessed:
Yet pallid faced, he pushed the door
ajar ¥
Idle and hunger-pressed. L

Spake he: “I'm healthy, 1 ask work
once more,
I shun no labor's toil;
These arms are iron! 1 ne'er here be-
fore;
For two long months have asked, and
all in vain
Knock 1 on every door.”

Who gave him answer, now 1 ‘cannot
tell,
It was a dry short “No.”
A darkening terror on his visage fell,
And his hoarse tones from the broad
heaving breast,
Came, as a sob's deep swell,

Saying: "For love of your dear cher-
ished dead
Send me not hootless on:
1t scems tremendous when one starves
for bread
To say me ‘No!'—for pity, in God's
name,. i !
Think of your loyved ones dead.”

And further said: “If you believe in
God
Send me not on from hence.
For I have right to labor on earth’s sod;
And who forsakes the fallen but blas-
! phernes, |
Since men believe in God.”

Who made him answer then, I know not

well,
B A weak and timid “No."”
A moment séemed as if he nearly fell,
Then went away speechless and with
bent head,
Tired, sad, 'neath fate’s dark spell.

And watching spell-bound for a space
the street,
1 saw him pasg along
The stony ways, with slow and tired
feet:
“The June sun poured on his uncovered
head
The burning darts of heat.

He dwindled down. but as in dream I
tracéd
His hopeless, dreary way: :
With arm despised, with able strength
displaced;
Tramp onward, onward, vagrant, and
unkempt,
Hurt, faint with famine’s waste.

Through town and hamlet thus I
watched him go, ;
This strong, proud beggar man;
And vainly showed the stigmata of woe
Till, spent at last, he begged a boon of
death,
And no one said him *No.”

And with bowed head and paling for
the smart, i
“Forgiveness.” murmured 1;
The age long error, hurt me like a dart,
From all past years. The world's re-
gret and shame »

Lay heavy on my heart, -

working class into tie helicl that they

-

{

“The Cirenit” is a unique publication
that has just Leen started in London,
England.  Its  programme promiscs
“nothing beyond selected news and
topical facts.” ‘“The Cirenit™ will fill a
space that has needed Gilling.  Articies
«of this nature will not only be justruc-
tive to the European Comraildes among
themselves, but they will be instructive
here in America on the state of the
movement there, and above all, if ex.
tended to the facts in America, will be
instructive to the European Compades
on the movement here.  Hitherto the
articles on the Socialist movement in
America that have appearcd in Europe

PRESENT SWAY
OF THE SOCIALIST MOVEMENT IN EUROPE..

By L. ARCHILUTTE.

were usually clownish and misleading, ¢

i and could convey no idea. or onlya very
| mistaken one, upon the course of evenys
| here. It is important that our European
[ Comrades should be ax well acquainted
| with the movement in America a5 we
are with the movement in Europe,
The articles on the Socialist movement
in America that “The Civenit” gives an
‘ernest of publication will not likely be
the ridiculous products of sorcheads
with a grievance, that we are ac-
quainted with. The first issne of “The
Cireuit” containg this admirable article
on  the “Present Sways of  Socialist
Parties in Europe'

Tabular Estimate,

The Minimum Strength of Socialist Parties in Ten European
Countries,

{ - — i y .
il 8 N i o
{ » z = d z =
i ! X | - oea
* z = i &
% = = L -
- - = 3 e -
e . - -, ] - 4 =
COUNTRY. = 22z Z H z
g TR =
1 A s
g g5 7
K Ls=
Anstria [ogsog00 | 140.000 il e KA | k) L3NG, (NH)
QElAL) (with Hunzery,)
Helzinm 1700001 RORE T LS UXLEL PRETTRETTR KUUIX (T RSl
Hritdn. FSXELT) PR L TA5 00 ~ R LU CER R R TR T T BORLLIALT U
FERELT RELD n 12000 ORUTH ST
CLTRPER N o, - IRURCEIRTTS
Crerany.. . R : A6, 00 i 1oz, 000
|| 11§ SR PUAKLL T ST IR LT | 1500, 000
seryvii, * ! e | IS0
3 L) § ] PR ¢ FERIRLTH
switzetland, TR T LTS
SSTHm | KUUTI TR

Could the Socialist electoral forevs
which have alveady been brought into
action in Europe be massed in Germany
aud the three Scandinavian kingdoms,
replacing ‘their cquivalent of anti-So-
cialistg, they would form the majority
of voters in a dominion extending from
the Arctic Ocean fo the Alps and the
Rhine to the Vistula,

A minimum poll of rather more thin
four and a quarter millions wonld Le
required for this purpose, and the fol-
lowing votes tin round uumbers) have
already been obtained:

GOEMANY i iiovimsine o bspaeninn 1,787,000
) D1V 1 SR g R AR oL 1200000
ANSIPIR e e dasnsasissnnnss ve o Tal000
Bolghumi vl dasiliviciseiseens AT0.000
Itaty 13400

Britain (strictly
Servia
Switzerland
Denmark o
AP L i s b ean s s eves S

Total 4,519,000

In addition 1o which Sweden, Greece,
Roumania and Bulgaria have contrib-
uted substantial figures to our records,

in four respects our total of male
aduits is most inadequately shown by
the above si@ iptics:

1.—Restricted suffrage.

2.—Uncontested seats,

Y 3~Lapse of tUme since last clectionn.

4. —QGovernment pressure,

The latter, a most potent anti-Social-
ist agency in France, Austria, Jaly and
the smaller southern countries, repres
sents  a  latent Socialist vote which
there are no means of dealing with
mathematically, but the number in-
volved in the other three depreciative
eircumstances can be estimated on very
trustworthy principles.

As to the Franchise. Male adulis
pumber, roughly speaking, 1 in 4 of thie
gencral population. There are about 4
persens to every clector in France and
Switzerland, and the following. num-
bers elsewhere: Germany, from 1% 0
| 5; Britain 6 1-10; Denmark, 6 2-3; Aus-
tria. from 4% to 5 (U'niversal Suffrage
College); Belgium, 4 2-3 to 5; ltaly, p p
If these countries had their franchise
ievelled up to the 1 in 4 ratio, the fol-
lowing increased Soclalist votes should
yeasonably be expected: Germany. 2.-
120,000 Austria, 890,000; Belginm, 568+
000: Ttaly, 403,000; Britain, §4,000; Don-
mark, 45,000. The totel for the ten
countries enumerated above then be-
comes 5,400,000,

Taking the corrected figures as the
new basls, the Soclalist party should
next be credited with a maximum esti-
mate of the polling strength in con-
stituencies not yet contested. In 1895 a
generalization was made  from the
British I, L. P. votes: the unpolied scats
being assigned reduced figures propor-
tionate to their population engaged in
manufacturing and distributive in-
dustries. It was held that the avesage
poll would have been at least half ol
that obtained in the tested ones, On
the continent it may be asstimed that
the big centres have been actually at-
tacked to a much larger extent than in
Britain, nnod also that the manufactur-
ing classes are not SO numerous, pro-
portionately, to population, as“in the
latter country. On the other hand, it-
creasing kindness is being shown to
the movement by the agricultural pop-
wlation. To disarm criticism, however,
let the uncontested continental piaces
be reckoned at one-fifth of the Socialist
strength which their neighbors have
attained to, Germany and the Universal
Suffrage College of Austria are the only
two fields in which practically com-
plete’ candidatures have been set up,
The other countries require the follow-
ing increases on the basis just stated:
Italy, one-seventh (57.000); Belgium,
one twenty-fifth (22.000); France, about
one-fourth (800.000): Switzerland. four-
fifths (29.000); Spain., a four-fold ad-
dition  (60,000).  British Socialism on
the separate basis already explained
should be multiplied ten times (840~
000). ' In this manner our general total
has now_reached

6,625,000,

The most fascinating stage of this

investigation is without a doubt, the

the movement in every country. Up to
this point the calculations have been
made on the last Generdl Elections, the
chief pair of which took place so long
ago as 1893. As there is no indication
of a slump in Socialism in any region
of Europe, and almost every byve-eléc-
tion improves ou its antecedents, a con-
siderable allowance to the good must
be accorded to the party in this direc-
tion. Some portion of the growth
shown by the following figures is due to
increased candidatures, a fact that will

be taken into account. On the other

consideration of the progress made by |

hand, Socialists have ravely as yet ap-
proached & unanimous vole, so that
there is no serions population barrier
to the rate of progress being main-
tainedl )
Germany.—The  Sociajist in-

poll

creased from 311,961 in 1881 1o 1.786.-
TON in IS8 The average annual in-

creases shown by the four general elee-
tions were 20, 11, 20 and 10 per cent.
respectively.  If we reckon the later
progress at only & per cont, the German
host should now be 2170000 strong, or
with an improved suffrage, 2576000,

France~~Here the party sprang from
S0.000 in 188 to something like a mil-
Hon in 1893, but it should be rement-
bered that Boulangism scored 750,000
in the former year. 1t would be unsafe
o make a geneval pereentage addition
therefore, although welcame news is
constantly arviving from isolated scats
of war, and the estimate shall be left
at 1,500,000,

Parliament, and offers no previous com-
parison to its gigantic first general
battle; 890,000 votes will be sufficient
to go on with for the present.

After the Belgian General Election of
INO4 (350,000 votes), half of the people
were re-polled and added 120,000 to the
party record. After deducting freshly-
fought divisions, the annual increase
shown was about 40 per cent. With a
general adult male suffrage, 1.000.000
votes should be obtained by the party.

The Italicn progress wus from 76,359
in 1895 to 124,502 in 1897, Of the 110
divisions contested in both years three

nquarters  gave  splendid increnses,
Italian  Soclalist male adults should

number at least 460,000,

As to the British Isles, so.e the gen-
unine start made in 1895, two of our bye-
contests have oceurred on  untried
ground, and the third was in a double-
vote constituency, so that the rate of
progress cannot be told. The decline

of the Liberal party must certainly
ussist our advance,
Switzerland, which is a sort of

Britain girt by mountains instead of
water, and otherwise not unlike the
islund ghost-walk of Liberalism, gave
us 13,500 in 1890, 29822 in 1892, and
26,408 in  1806—the latter indienting
about 10 per cent. per annum increase,
for candidatures were slightly less. Our
probable strength here is quite 70,000,
Denmark scored 5,890 in 1884, 17,000 in
1892 and 26,000 fn 1895, and should now
be credited with 33,000 Socialist votes
on the present suffirage basis; or H5.000
on a good one. Spain, with 5000 in
1850, 7.000 in 1893, 15,000 ju 1896, may
perhaps he credited with 80,000 So-
cialist votes for the whole country,

The grand total, still for' the ten
countries only, now touches

7,516,000,

How many men, women and children
would be involyed in an exodus such as
—sgome time ago-—the Kalser invited
his Socialist subjecis to undertake, is
found by multiplication of the last
figures above by 4, the result being

More than $0.000,000,

Holland’s Socialist population, as yet
uncounted, should be at feast half a
million; Norway and Sweden, Greece,
Portugal, Roumania and Bulgaria must
add quite as mnny again; and thus one
arrives at a final estimate of more than
31,000,000,

The corresponding entire population
bheing about 240,000,000, .1t may be as-
serted that Socialism accounts for at
least one in eight of the people of con-
stitutional Europe.  This proportion is
largely Iucreased if the voting part of
the electorate is alone considered.
Italy, for instance, rarely maote than
half the electors make use of the vote.

No attempt has been made at a valua-
tion of our Russian forces; the only
data consisting of partial strikes.

sounds exaggerated, let it be remem-
bered that far more than half the num-
ber has been verified by actual elec-
tions, for the four and a half milllon
proven Soclalist voters cannot repre-
sent less than 18,000,000 people.  The
process of calculation has been ex-
plained, and the result will probably
pass unchallenged by any full method
of computation.

Notie,

If you are a resident of the 14th As-
sembly District and receive a sample
copy of THE PEOPLE, will you read 1t
carefully’ and subscribe? You are iu-
vited to attend the business meeting
;;'m;ylgesonge:gd &'mrth Friday at 238

th s e want you to
the S. L. P. ; m Jo;u

The receipt of a sample copy of thb

haper is an invitation to subscribe.

| should you with shame. i

i shame.

The Austrinn party i8 in its malden |

- Turkish

.nobody’s fools.

In

If the finz! Soclalist total arrived at |

UNCLE SAN & BROIKER JONATHAN,

Uncle Sam--You look red in the face.
Brother Jonathan (angrily)~And so -

. S.~Wherefore, pray?

. J--All Socialists  should  Le "
ashamed of the doings of the Socialists
it Athens. 1 may be red in the face,
but that is out of rage. I'm no Soclal-
ist, thank CGod! The Socialists, how-
over, should be red in the face with

A
3
Ko

A

U, S—Well, T for one am nct. Why
should we be.  The Socialists in Athens
have done nothing disgraceful, on the
contrary. i
3. J.—Then you are no better tham o
they: yvou are no Christian, g

UL Sewley! hey! What's biting youd

I J—=Why, didn’t you read that they |
were clamoring in Athens against (he"“
Government! The wretches, they '8
should go to the front and fight those ©
heathen Turks.

', S.—Now I understand- you: and
now you make me laugh; !

B. J.—All the mpre shameful for you,

U. S.--S0 you, my Christian brother, i
interpret Christianity to be a religion

by which men should fight for thelr |
fleceers?
B2 J.-«No: but against heathens,

UL S.<Do the Turks claim that it isa
war of Allah against your God? ]
I3, .JJ.—-No: but that doesn't matter, ,
L, 8. Did the Turks start the war? ]

I3 J.—No; the Greeks did.

U, S.-=And did they start it to vindi-
cate their God against the God of the
Turks?

I J.—No: | didn't hear that,

U, 8.1 should think not. 11 Is not &
war of aone roligion against another,
In fact the real god of both sides s the
same—the god Capital. The = Greek
Government needs money.  How is it to
get it? By squeezing it out of the
people.  The Greek securitics are at a
disconnt, The Greek Government can
not get any money out of the money !
lenders because the Government has de-
faulted payments that are due. To get ©
more mouney it must have moro people
to tnke and more property to mortgage.
Turkey is its nearest neighbor, It
started war with Turkey to get Turkish
territory that it may mortgage, and |

subjects, whom it may tax.
That's why it went to war. i

B. J.—But the Turks are heathens.

U. S—Walt & minute and we shall 1}
see. Now, the Turkish Government, |

1
§
i
|
|

ke all governments of oppressors, ;s
wants all the mouey it can get. Con-
gequently, also, all the territory pos-
sible to mortgage and all the subjects
possible to tax. In so far, it {8 no
better and no worse than the Greek
Government. But the story does bt
end there, Turkey also is in the clutches
of the financiers, and has a large debt
to pay. If it allows its territory to be
curtaiied or its subjects to be annexed,
it will have just 8o much less property
out of which to pay its creditors, In
resisting Greece, it followssthat Turkey
is simply protecting the interests of its
creditors. t

B. J.—Yes; but— i}

U, 8.—This {s a case which admits of
no “buts.” In view of these tacis, what
have we? On one side, the Greek Gov-
ernment starting war to protect the .
financiers, and on the other we find the
Turkish Government accepting war to
protect the jdentical financiers. See? ¥

B. J.—~Hem! 4§

U. S.—You may be right that this Is
a war of rcliglon, but in this case both
combatants are fighting in the interest
of the identicanl gmlwrho god Capital
So honors are easy between them on
that score.

B. J.~—Dut did not the Greek people
themsclves want the war?

U. 8.—SOME of the Greek people, and
herein lies the good sense of the Greek
Socialists. Some of the Greek people
allowed themselves to be humbugged:
they were made to believe that it was &
war of patriotism; having no knowledge
of facts, they were cheated to fight for |
the financers while thinking they weré
fighting for the honor of Greece. The
Greek Socialists, on the other hand, are
They ¢an sce through
false pretences. To thém the secret is
an open one. They know that no
nation’s honor can be in the kecping
of the class that fleeces it, They know
that a nation’s honor is in the hands of
its class-conscious proletariat  only.
They know that tt is a fight hetween
tax collectors virtually, The Greck tax
collectors and the Turkish tax collects
ors, and that the victory of either will
leuve things unchanged. Consequently |
the Greek Socialists have done right o'
turn their faces agninst a Government: >
that Is using the Greek people as cat's, |
paws,

B. J.—Well, well! 3
U. 8.—The wise man fights the nearest
enemy. The Greek Socialists = now
fight the Greek Government. If the |
Turkish Government should take pos-
session of Greece they will fight the
Turkish Government; and all the time
the wise man declines to he duped. You |
and all other people who are not ¢ap-
italists, interested in Greek securities”!
and bonds are simply humbugged If
you allow yourselves to be made to be-
lleve that real Christianity is at stake.
Jonathan, I am growing red in the face
with shame at finding you could 8o &
castly be turned into an ass by the cap-
italist papers. i
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To Jowish Sections and Branchoes,

Wilshire's leaflet, “Why American
Workingmen Should Be Socialists,”
been translated into Jewish, and
now be had at $1.25 per 1,000 or §l.
if seut by mall or express. Address
orders to !
! . LABOR NEWS CO.,

64 East 4th Street, New Yo
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Bource and Tmportance of the Industrial
f Reserve Army. |

female and child-labor in indystry i
\gne of the most powerful means where-
U by the capitalists reduce the vi-ugcs of
warkiuglimnv There s, howeyer; an-
other means, which, periodically, 15
just as powerful, 1o wit, the introduc:
tion gl workingmen from neighbor-
hoodis that are backward, and. whose

labor-power has not yet been unnervoed
by the factory system.  The develop-
ment of production upon o large scale,
i 111 machinery. namely, makes possible
il tot only  the employment of  sucl
‘]v.jnmrr.ix'wd workmon' in the place of
_ timined ones. but also cheap and prompt
 transportation to the place where they
Cure wanted. Hand in handiwith the de-
yolopment  of (production  goes « the
exstem of transportation: cologsal pro-
dnetion | correspends | with - colossal
St pertation not of merchandise on'y,
bat of persons alto.  Steamships and
yailroads, these much-vannted  pillars
of T eivilization, not only carry  guns,
liguor and syphiit. to barbarians, but
they also bring the barborians to us,
and’ with them their barbarism.. The
flow of agricultural laborers into the
cities is becoming ever stronger: and
from ever firther tegions  are the
swarms of those drawing nearer whn
Iatve levs wants, are more patient, anl
offer legs resistance.  Slovoies, Swedpes
< gnd Nalians emigrate to Germany: Ger-
mans.  Belgians, Italians emigrate  to
France:  Slovacs, Germans,  Dalians,
Irishmen, Swedes emigrate to England:
Nlovacs, Russians, Armenians, Swedcs:
Italiang, Irish, English and  Chinesy
cmigrate 1o the United States—all o1
them hearing down upon wages in caci
plice. Al these foreign workingme
are partly expropriated people, smeali
farmers and produecrs, whom the cap-
italist system of production has ruined,
deiven on the street) and deprived, not
only of a home, but also of a country,
Socialism is often charged hy the Phils
istints with lack of patriotism: look ai
fhege swarms of emigrants: what s i
but - capitalism that has expairiated
these wretches, and inflicted upon then
the bitpe of oxile?

Through the  oxproprintion of the
small furmers and prodecers, throngh
the importation from distant lands of
large masses of labor, thronzh the des
velopment of woman and child-labor,
through  the  shortening of the Vime
neeessary to acquive @ trade, through
all ihese medns the capitalist system
¢f  production is enabled  to increase
stupendously  the quantity of labor-
forees that are at its disposal.  And
side by sideswith this goes n steady in-
crease in the productivity of humau
labor as the result of the uninterrupted

Cprogress in technfeal arts, \

Simultancously with these tendencies
the muchine steadily tends to displace
workingmens and render them supers
fluons. Every . machine saves laboi-
power: nnless it did that it would be
ureless,  In every branch of industry—
and e it well remembered, agriculture
4o to-day an industry and 1s identically
affected—the transition from hand to

“mackine labor is accompanied gith the
greatest amount of suffering to the
warkingmen who are affected by it.
who, .whether they be mechanics o
handieraftsmen,  or  whether they by
farm hands, engaged in plowing, reap-
ing or picking cotton, are mude super-
fluons by the machine, and are thrown
ont upon the streets and roadsides It

was this effect of machinery that the
workingmen felt first.  Numerous riots
during the firgt years of this centudy,
and not ipfrequent ocenrrences to-day,
attest the quantity of saffering which
the transition from hand to machine
labor, or the introduction of improved
machinery inflicts upon the working
class, and the despair to which they are
thereby driven,  The introdnction of
machinery, as well as its subsequent
improvement, is cvery time banetul to
the workingmen whom it affects; true
enough, under certain conditions, other
workmen may gain thereby, stih work-
= “imgmen, for instance, a8 may heoemi-
ployed in the manufaciure of the ma-
chine itselfs but, in the first place. these
happy ounes are | to-day always much
fewer than those who suficr: and in the
second place. it may well be doubted
whether a0 consclonsness of this fact,
could go iar to console the starving
ones, 4
Byery new machine canses cither 05
much to be produced as before with
fewer workmen, or, to produce i larger
quantity of articles with no invrease in’

the number of workmen, it follow:
£ therefrom that, if in a countyy the nup-
© ber of workmen employed does not de-
crease with  the development of the
system of machinery, then the markel
must he extended in proporiion to the

Increased productivity of these work-

men,  Seeing. however, that the eco-
nomic developfuent increases the pro-
ductivity of labor at the same time that
it increases in o lnrger degree tae uat-
ity of disposnble labor, it follows that,
in order to provent enforeed idleness
among the workmen, the matket must
be extended at a much more raptl pace
than the pace at which the productivity

(3! laboy s increased by the midehine.

Such a rapid cxtension of the markeg

has, however, rarely occurred nnder the
rule of capitalist production, 1t follows
| that enforecd idleness is o permanci

. phenomenon  under  the  capitalist
system of produciion. and is insepar-

L able from it - Bven in the hest of times,

« when the marke: =uddenly undergoes
a considerable extension and business
I% briskest. production is not able 'o
furnish work 1o all the unemployed:
during bad times, however, when husi-
ness is at a stundstill, their numlwr
rises to fabulous figures. In fact the
unemployed constitute quite an army--

© the industrial reserve army, as Maix
cealled it; it fs amw army of labor forees
that stands cver ready, at the disposal
of the capitalist; an army out of which

#

“industrial campaign grows hot.
 To the capitalist this reserve army
lnvaluable, 1t places in his hands a

Rud subject the army of the cmployed.

s

Powerful weapon with which to curb

e have'seen that the introduction of

population has slght wants, bt whose |

he can draw his reserves whenever tie

© ¢ertatinty of a livelihood.

CAfter excessive work on the part of

some has produced lack of work for
others then the fdlencss of these i§
nsed as a means to keep up and even in-
‘crease the excessive work of the former.
And yet there are people who will deny
that matters are to-day arrapged ot
their best! . -
Although the size of the industrial
reserve army rizes and falls with the
¢ps and downs of Lusiness, neverthe-
less, on the whole, it shows a steady
tendency to increase.  This is inevit-
able. The technical development moves
on ut an ‘ever incressing  pace.  and
steadily increases its fields of operis
tions, while, on the other hand, the ¢x-
tengion of the markets is hemmed in Ly
natural bonnds. A

Whit, then, Is the full #ignificance oi’

1ack of work? It significs not only want
and misery to the unemployed: rot only
intensified vassalage and exploitation
to the employed: it signifies, further-
more, uncertainty of livelihood to the
whole warking class,

Whatever hardships former modes of
exploitation inflicted upon the exploited,
one hson they left them: the certainty
of a tivelihood, The sustenance of tue
derf and he slave was assueed so long
as the life of the master himself w
assured, Only when the master per-
ished was the existence of his depenil-
ents in peril. Whatever amount of
misery and dearth broke ont over tie
people under former systems of pro-
duction, such visitations were never the
result of production itself: they weie
the resnlt of a disturbance of prodic-
tion, brought on by failures of crop.
dronths, floods, drraptions of hostile
armics, ote., ¢te. ;
. To-day the existence of the exploiter
and the cxploited are not hound up in
oach other. At-any moment the worl,-
man can be throwt upon the steeet with
wife and ehildren, and he given over o
starvation. without the exploiter, whom
“hie hag made vich, being the worse for it

To-day the misery of enforeed idle-
ness is oonly inovery exceptional -
stances the result of a disturbance ia
production  through influences  frosa
without: enforeed idleness among the
workingmen is but @ necessary resild
of  the developiment of the presest
system of production. To-day, just the
reverse  happens  of what  happeneod
under  formoer systems, of production.
To-day. such disturbances in produe-
tion vather improve the opportunitics
for work than otherwise: war, with i
its devastating influences, has for its
result an immediate inerease in the de-

- mand for labor,

Under our farmer gystem of prodn-

tion on a small scale, the income of the,

worker was in proportion to his in-
dustiy. Laziness ruined  him.  and
finully threw him ont of work. To-day,
on the contrary, lack of work is greator
the more and the longer the workman
tollg: he brings enforeed idlencss upoa
himself by his own toil,  Among the
many homely adages, which originatedld
during the system of small prodnction,
and which capitalist large production
hats reversed, the following is one: " The
industry. of the laborer builds up his
house;” likewise has the maxim. o
often upon the lips of the Philistine:,
that  “whoever will work will fizd
bread'” been turned into a le.

To-day the possessiop of strength to
labor is, to the workingman, as unreli-
able a shield against want and misery
as property itself is to the small pro-
ducer:  as the spectre of BANK-
RUPTCY casts its shadow across the
path of the small farmer and small iu-
dustrialist, so does the spectre of “OUT
OF WORK' darken that of the wage-

worker, Of all the ills that attend the
present system of production, the most
trying, -the moest  aggravating, that

which harrows men's souls deepest, ar:!
whtich pulls by the roots every instinet
of conservitism, is the permanent un-
This eternal
uneertainty of one’s  own  condition
undermines one's nope in'the certainty
‘of life, and all his interest in its presec-
vation.

Excessive work, lack of werk, the
dissolutfon of the family—these are the
gifts which the eapitalist system of pro-
duetion carries to the profetariat at the
same time that it canses that elass 0
swell from day to day, and itg condition
to spread perceptibly, more and more,
over the whole population,

LETTER BOL

Offhand Answers to Inquircrs.

1. A. Bucklangd, Organizer. American
scction,  Holyeke, So, Hadley  Falls,
Mass.—The letters referred (o were al-
dressed to C. M, Kurth, 608 DBridge
street, Holvoke, who is organizer of 1lie
German Section.  Kindly inquire. As
the Jlnl:‘okv delegate to the National
Conteution represented both Sections,
and his report s made to hoth, tho
letters are likewize meant for both.

Jof. Marek. and other financial se -
retaries, New Haven, Conn,—The finan-
cial report could not be published for
want of space now that so much spiace
s being taken up with the discussion
on the proposition to place the Jewish
paper in the same eategory with THE
PEOPLE and the “Vorwaerts.” All
such reports will have to wait till the
discussion endy.

H.. Philadelphia--It is certainly un-
advisable to join the Ruskin or any
such colony, “In such places one cun
only "make his experience.”

D, Sobel, Rockland, Me—Starrett’s
work has been received and appreci-
ated.  Shall communieate with him,

J. . R., Pittsburgh, Pa.—Please don’t
again write with a pencil, espeeially
not on yellow paper.  Others please
ke notice of the request.

PGSR SSOER Y

‘Fronch Socialist Paper.
The New York French Branch has
received almost the requisite number of

- signatures on the fow lists that have 1o
‘far been returned, The greater portion

of the lists are still outstanding, avd
with these in we will have more than
the number required to safely launca
the paper. | I S

Those ‘holding lists are once more
earnestly  requested to return them,
whether they contain signatures or noi,
in order that we may issue the paper
as soon as possible, and that every sub-
scriber may receive the first number.
| Comrades and sympathizers are also
appealed to, to make donations of
money. o
Address all communications, etc.. to
‘ i A, LECTOQUART.

Sl 51 McDougal street, N Y-

_soll,

i The property that gives freedom

MAY DAY'

Celebrated on the Streets of Minnea-
polis, Mian.

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn., May 7.—0On
the 1st instant, at the hour when the
great stores along Nicollet were pouring
out their streams of humanity prepar-
atory Lo closing., a crowd of three or
four hundred men were massed around
% delivery wagon on Bridge Sqmiro.
The oceasion wag the ohservance of the
first «day of May Ly the Socialists of
Minneapolis. A= the lights in the great
hives of industry grew less, three rous-
ing cheers went up from  the thror.;i
about the wagon for *'The co-operative
commonweaith  and the liberty ol
lahor.” R

The crowd was composed chicfly of
laboring men in their every day garb.
Oddly enough there were shocmakers
wearing miserab'e shoes tailors aressed
in Hi-fitting ready-made clothes, hat-
ters dn dirty, cast-off hats, and car-
pv':m.'rs and Lrickluyers without homes.

For an hour antd 2 half these men

stood listening to an exposition of So-
cialistic doctrine, The speakers were
trying to make them comprehend the
great  revolution which has brought
Socialist produeetion.  What they were
seeking wits Socialist distribiition,
Y The great thvongs sucging along the
sidewalks paid no atteation to the little
group  which was heing I{:lr:mgm-d.
They were interested in the beantifi!
things which the storchecpers had to
There could be nothing attractive
about a lot of wreteied me:s who had
nothing to sell bhut Iabor.

The chairman of the meeting, W. I
Hammond, delivered a revolutionary
address,  le spoke of ¢he necessity of
international unity of the wage-work-
ing classes [or the purpose of abolish-
Ing the wage system amd establickiag
a4 co-operative commonsealth,

Herbert T, Shaw spolke of the oppres-
sion and misery the workingmen ave
subjected to under the present indus-
trial system.

Ao H. Lee found the frightful indus-
trial depression of the end of the cen-
tury to be the result of the modorn
system of production.  He thonght (he
wage-carner got but a small share of
what he actuaily prodaced. Sinee land
and  mackinery are in the hands ot
private imdividuals and corporations,
who can dictate terms of employment,
there is small chanee for the man with
nothing but his labor to seil. He wil-
vised the workingmen to seenve reliet
through the introduction of the eoile
tive ownership of land and machinery,

Thomas lLa closed the meeting in

4 characteristie effort.,

The following rvesolutions were the
May day offering: of the Minneapolis
Socialists:

WHEREAS, The exploitation of the
wage-working class is the result of the
private ownership of the land and the
means of production and distribution;
and

WHEREAS. The private ownersiip
of the tools of production has divided
soclety into two separate classes, the
capitalist and the wage-working class,
with conflicting and diametrically op-
posite interests; and

WHEREAS, The emancipation of the
wage-working - class  can be aceoni-
plished only by a total abolition of class
rule and class distinetions, through the
collcetive ownerships and operation of

the mieans of production and distribu- .

tion; and

WHERAS., The interests of
wage-working class of all countries are
identical, be it

RESOLVED, Thuat we, the working-
men and  workingwomen of Minne-
apolis, assembled here to-night, send
greetings to our vomrades in other
parts of the world, and phedge ourselves
1o join hands with them in their deter-
mination to abolish the wage system

he

and to establish the Socialist Common-

wealth, and be it further

RESOLVED, That we protest agninst
the  international  conspiracies of the
capitalist ¢less to array nation against
naiton, and pledge our support to 'he
Socialist Labor party and to the inler-
national Socialist army of the wuge-
workers in their endeavaor to'obtain po-
litieal power and establish universal
peace forever,

Small Farmer, '

(Continued from Page 1.)

is
essentially ddifferent from that which
beguiles the holder with the false hope
of {reedom.  Small property, such us
the middle class holds, can give no free-
dom: consequently, all that the middle
clads accontplishes by alding the system
of private property in capital is to puil
the rope tighter around their own
necks.  To éscape <his the small holder
must have: knowledge enough to tear
Himself loose from his class interests.
As soon as he does this his political
activity will cease to be with his class
and will be turned over to the Socialist
movement of the wage slaves. To

. "eatch the fermer” he must be tutored

on strict sclentific  prineiples—if by
“eatehing” him one means to emanci-
pate him,

The 8. L. P. does not care to “cateh’”
the oppresses,  What it does is to en-

lighten them so that they may not allow

the 'scheming  capitalist  class  to
“eateh” them, As we consider our cor-
respondent to be carnestly engaged in
our just cause, we would warn him

against the uge of loose phrases; they

can only serve to confuse, f

Brooklyn Speakers: Ahoy!

A meeting of the Brooklyn Spealiers’
Club will be held on Sunday morning.
11 a. m,, Labor Lyceum, 9535 Willoughby
avenue, lmportant business, X

¢ AV HICKEY, See.

i‘n complete a file.

A reader of THE PEOPLE wishes N
3.0f Volume VL. to complete a file. vsl‘l'i
:‘x’fg::ge S‘:rd.ln’; o_trher issue of that

X nd it to THE
Williac streer. | PEOPLE, 154

years,

NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS.

That Demonstrate Soclalist Theory and
Capitalism's Bankruptcy.

POLK, Pa., May 10.—What futility
this denlal or this iznoring the teach-
ings of Socialism: what blindness and
self-deception, this confounding the So-
clalist individual, the Socinlist creani-
zation, their defects or personalities,
with the truth they attempt to conve s,
and  the consequent events they aro
striving to prepare for. We ail know
that is is a herculean task (for men
through moral influence, an impossible
one) to change social forms, habits and
usages; vet the economic development,
as’ old ag the race, un-slrongv as the
various and combined forees of all man-
kind, and as enduring as any concep-
tion of the future of the human race
can be, is relentlessly changing human
relations to-day as never before; and
he who, having exes, sees not, and, hav-
ing ears, hears not, will have much to
be surprised at,

Picking at random a daily paper, the
Pittsburg “Post.” of April 30, 1807, tor
example, we can  disscet it finding
among other things of import to the
subject, the following, although we all
kunow that the press is a prostitute to
capitniism, yet cnough unwittingly
leaks out to clinch each and every So-
cialist assertion with daily cxamples
proving such assertions.  We read:
“Maryland Steel Company at Sparrows’
Point will resume operations in full
next Monday after an idleness of throe
The works will furnigh-employ-
ment to over 2,600 men.”™  Again: “Man-
wfacturers of pig-iron in the vaileys
have given up the fight for a scale of
the Pittsburg and Western Pennsyl-
vania trade. * ¢ * The change is

due to,the construction of the rew Du-.

quesne furnaces of the Carnegie” Steel
Company, which precludes competition
from the smaller concerns.” 1t has been
prety : advertised that Carnegie

well
leaged the Sparrows” Point coneern to
shut it down and avold its competition.
He cevidently doeg not now nced
jease it, not fearing its competition,
The construction™ of the new Duguesne
furnaces “preclude  competition from
the smailer concerns,” I e Sparrows’
Peint mill ean hold its own with the
or if Mr. Carnegic

10

“smalier concerns,”

still  controls it, the “works” MAY
“furnish  employment to  over BRI
men” until further improvements in

machinery makes a less number sufli-
cient, otherwise the “employment fur-
nished" is not so certain.

Then comes a big heading, “Materinl
Cut in Wages: Notice of a Sweeping Re-
duction Posted in a Westinghouse Con-
corn.” which, on further reading, shows
that 20 per cent, is to be lopped off and
is regarded by the men and public as a
sizn of more to vome: which men dur-
ing 1896 (Cleveland's reign) worked full
time, making for their benefactors ks
according to the “annual report of the
president, George \\'vslinghouss‘.lr.. a
clear prafit of $2.500.000 on a business
of less than $6000,000, Sinee Decem-
her 1. 1896, have worked little more
than one-hali time, and since April 1,
1897 (0. Heaven! under prosperity’s
relgn) eight hours a day, four days each
week,” and no tariff on air brakes
efther. Again: “The manufacturers ot
caves troughs and conductor pipe held a
special meeting™ and found out “that
there were still a number of manufae-
turers who were not members, who ent
the prices to such an extert as to inter-
fere with the profits of the trade.” and
heard “the reports of conditions, which
were not very enconraging.”

When the Socialist suys that andir
capitalism, and until its end, small
concerns MUST go, wages MUST wo
lower. the standard of living MUST di-
minish, immorality, crime, degrada-
tion, corruption, prostitution, suicide,
myyder, war and all signs of a diseasea
society MUST abound and  increase,
your daily events stand to give evidence
of the truth of the statement. When
the Socinlist says that capitalismhas no
power to check even the symptoms, that
tariff, free trade, public or prjvam
cconomy, moral rectitude, free silver,
prohibition or “pure and simple” trade
unions are totally- impotent to check
in the slightest the cause or the
symptoms, your daily events again
stand forth to prove his utterance,

Another heading informs us thut
“Hayes is After Coal Miners; Secretary -
Treasurer of the Knights of Labor
Seeking Converts to Establish a New
Order; Diggers Will be Asked to Break

‘Away from Their Organization.” Mr.

D. Ratchford, national president of the
United Mine Workers, says: “As far as
his (Hayes’) organization is coneerned,
it is of no practical benefit to the
minerd ete. Right enough, Ratchford,
hut incomplete. You should add the
united mine workers to the statement
also. Referring to the Mining Com-
mittee's investigation, the “Post” says:
~Never in the history of Western Penu-
sylvania have the condition of the
miners and the prospects of the oper-
ators (not the prospects of the miners
and the condition of the operators) re-
ceived more attention. * ¢ ¢ Thus
far the work of the commission has
been in the muin satisfactory to all
parties concerned.” It will contribute
to the archives of the Commonwealth &
most exhaustive and thorough treatise
on one of the most important of eco-
nomic questions; it is conceded on all
¢ides they cannot nor will make nn
effort to regulate the laws of supply
and demand; with one or two excep-
tions, all the witnesses claimed that
there was overproduction; there  are
more men about the mines than are re-
quired for the output. *It has been
shown that there is a large number of
undesirable citizens of foreign birth,
and who are not naturalized, infesting
the mines." :

“Mr. Warner, secretary of the United
Miner Workers, said yesterday that he
intended to enlist a number of the
operators in framing suggesticns and

(ranch owners and packers) are w

making a request favoring a cortain
legislation.”” What rot! When he ean
buy his legisiation he may then think
about what legislation he wants. For
instance: “Dover, Del., April 28.—A sen-
sation was created to-day by the action
of the House of Representatives in ap-
peinting a committee to investigate the
charge recently made that  certain
members of the body had attempted to
extort money from persons applying for
legislation as the price of thelr favor-
able votes.” Setting a thief to catch a
thief is old. On a par with this sort ot
protecting labor's rights by organizing
is this: “Chicago. April 27.—1t iz rep-
resented that several of the railwhy
labor organizations are to combine in
order to press before Congress the pas-
sage of the pooling bill."™

As a suggestion, they might press be-
fore their henighted noses the follaw-
ing passage: “Winsted, Conn., April 29,
—;}ll the conductiors, engineers, bre
men aml switchmen on the Philadel-
phin, Reading and New Eugland rail-
roads were notiied to-day of a 16 per
ecent. reduction.  Already many of the
engineers and switchmen are working
on short time.” Or this: “The far-see-
ing members of railrond organizations
all over the country are beeinnitg to
realize that there is an important menn-
ing back of the experiment of long ruis
with freight and passenger locomotives
which  many roads are now making:
big roads have actually demonstrated
that o locomotive ean be run 250 miles
without changing the fires or breaking
couplings or haese connections, This, it
is feared, will greatly affeet the present
wige scales” ete,, ete,

tHere is an inside glimpse, showing
the “strength” of this union: “Jeanette,

% April 27 —The Chambers. MeKes
Gas Works here were shut down for
two hours to-day by Presideat Sinters
wrns,. of the Window Glass Workers'
Unien, on account of the dispute he-
tween two factions of that organiza-
tion.”  But other people "have their
trials also: “Erie, P, April 20.-A
deleaation of exiled Poles ealled on
Mayor Saltzman to-day and asked him
to assist them in preventing Hanna &
Co. from bringing from Ashtabla over
100 Finns to work on the ore docks and
take the places of the Erie ore hund-
lers. The Finns are here, but a con-
flict was avolded.” This is rough, after
Hanna had his man elected, too! To
cmplov less labor, and to overcome
competition from smaller coneerns on
the one hamd, and to enable 1o
lodge on jess wages,  Now comes two
more illastrations:

“The Lake Shore will in five years be
fully repaid for all the ontlay 1
pany has made in the last five years in
cutting down grades and straightening
curves, as one locomotive, so lght are
the grades, will haul ten to fifteen more
cars from Chicago to Buftalo than a loc-
omotive of the sume capacity could
have in 1892

The business man also has his howl:
“Allegations (by real estate men) that
trust companies go beyond their cor-
porate rights™ in handling real estate,

“Chairman Dingley says that the ob-
jeet of his tariff hill is to place this
conntry on the basis of American wiges
rather than European, and equalize the
difference in wages hetween labor hwere
and abroad.” Mr. Dingley knows full
well that the total average cost of pan-
ufictured articles 1s not half the aver-
age duties latd down in his tariff bilL
For the last eight months have sent
$174.000,000 manufactured  articles
abroad, nearly cne-fourth the value of
out total foreign exparts: what ab-
surdity to say the woulen duties, aver-
aging 100 per cent., or dallar duty for
dollar of cost of the produced ariiele,
are needed to cover what he calls “the
difference in wages.”  All true enough,
Mr. “Post,” but this Is one reason for
the wage-worker to vote for either free
trade or free silver, and that is what
vou are paid to talk for,

In a long editorial howl, raised ap-
parently for the leather manufacturers
after free hides, the “Post™ s CAS
the vote of the Western Senators
ated
to pass the Dingley bill, they may sue-
ceed in having hide taxed. It is the
avowed aim of the Dingley bill to ad-
vance the price of the clothing of anen,
women and children, of carpets ana
blankets, and of boots and shees: but
aside from this, while we do not hear
of .wages advancing, we have daily re-
port of reductions. This is no time to
make more costly the food, shelter and
wlothing of the wuge earners,” By the
Republican party.

dward  Atkinson, of Boston, the
“(istinguished”  econumist, says that
with proper “economy,” instead of a
deficit of $40.000,000 we should have,
with proper munagement, a surples of
$400.000.000, = ¢ The treasory of
Pennsylvania is empty to-day, and new
schemes of taxation are being latched
in Harrisburg. * * * Ten years agd
the Pittsburg appropriations called tor
2.372.000; this yenr $5.250,000 ‘is called
for on top of a recent bond issue of
$6.250.000,  The per capita expenditure
incrensed from $14.43 to $18.25. The
first period was when times were boom-
ing, The second and increased  per
capita comes at a time when we are in
the depths of adverse business con-
ditions.™ ote., ete. In clear conirast (o
this, re-read what Herr Bebel sayh in
the Relchtag calling attention to the
truth  of  the Socialists’ accusations
against Dr. Peters and others, as evi-
denced by the actions of that body to-
wards Peters,

Now. business men and other eap-
italists, large and small, and would he's
you know that your capital was plun-
dered from the only place from which
it could come, the producer, the worker.
Now, as he has nothing to tax, you
must bear the brunt of your brother
capitalist's taxings: if you can recuper-
ate faster than he can squeeze, good ansl
well: but if otherwise, hardiy so well
As your larger brother's capacity for
absorbing and defending is larger thin
vours, his prowess to TAKE compared
with yours to KEEP is not to be spoken
of. Whom shall he take from after you
are squeezed dry? f

But for us who are robbed of all that
we can spare, and yet be able to do his
gracious work, we care nothing for
your extermination: only glad to see
you come among us on brotnerly terms
and see the end drawing nearer thereby,
To note all the suicides, acts of im-
morality, legislation, corruption and
social contrasts which fill the main
part of a daily paper would leave neth-
ing. Such papers are.evidence of the
correctness of our position. !

i i 0. N. E. LACKALL.

The receipt of a sample copy of this
paper is an invitation to subscribe.

~ AFABLE

Of the Bees and the Drones that May
or May not be an Idle Tale.

1t was not of aye in the Beehive, as it
is to-day, The yvearly Slaughter of the
Drones, that now bestrews the ground
with the corpses of the Idle; was a thing
not known. But ofttimes arose in the
minds of the Honey-gatherers a rebel-
lons thought against their work-shun-
ning companions, and many a hot and
threatening  invective was hurled  at
them. Albeit, however, the bees were
too busy folk to engage in lengthy argu-
ment with those who were idle and ac-
compliched naught, while these again
possessed the wisdom of cunning and
praised their zealous kin, while leisurly
devouring the fruit of their labor.

Every year. however. when the time
came to install a new Queen upon the
throne. those of the bees who took the
fate of the State most to heart, wan-
dered after working hours anxiously
from comb to comb, putting urging and
serious questions to the aspirants for
Governmental Power: for they were in
search of One who would not prgss
them too hard with arduous labor and
would divide the task of prodycllnn
and the enjoyment of consumption
more  evenly than had hitherto been
done. Thus they robbed themselves of
the sweet rest of mind and sleep of body
whir}x they so much required, and with
sunrise again went about their daily
duties: worn ont, but happy In the con-
seionsness  of  having attempted to
better  the  conditions of their kind,
mayhap for generations to come.

In the meanwhile, the Drones had en-
joyed their ill-cegerved slumber, and
now, for their, part, betook themselves
to the combs, purporting to cheose a
Queen after their own liking: And
having decided upon one, they poured
the subtle poison of flattery into her
car, apparently urging her acquiescence
to the demands of the Bees; bul as
little wisdom of State and courtesy of
behavior could be expected from the
Bees, who had lost all finesse of thought
in the monotony of their labor, the
drones wdvised the Queen to always
consult them in all important matters
of  state: promising to employ their
leisure hours in serious consideration of
such subjects and to reward the Queen
for her.confidence, by dancing attend-
ance upon her in royal style.

And so it came to pass, that though
the demands of the Laborers were
Leeded at Eve, after toiling hours, the
Queen invariably succumbed during. the
slay to the expostulations of the drones;
thus the laws made at Sunset were un-
made at Noon; or, to be more correet,
the Bees made the Laws and the Drones
the amendments,

And so the Bees beeame vietims to
that cowed indignation and suppressed
writth  that  worketh i1l like volcanic
fire. while the Drones had grown tri-
umphantly careless, heeding naught
but the voice of their own greed.

So it happened, that once upon a day,
when a new Queen was to be chosen,
the Wronged Bees refused to go about
their duties, but courteously Invited the
drones to match arguments with them,
and to decide for themselves on which
side the right lay. A spokesman was
elected, and lo! he presented such
forcible arguments in favor of the hees
and retold such startling facts setting
forth their sad lot, that the Drones were
at a loss to answer. So they began to
guffaw lowdly, drowning the' plea ot

the Bees with their laughter and such
cries as: “Qh, ye fools! Oh, what
ignorance!

When the noise had subsided, one Bee
stepped forth, and planting  herself
squarely before the distinguished
sneerers, said: “If all my comrades
were as I, your luughter would soon bhe
hushed. There are but few of you,
while we count ten times your number,
Were it our will to use force, you wonld
coon he on your knees, plending for
merey: or were we to cease working,
you would cre long be starved.”

Thereupon anxious murmuring arosoe
on both sides, and enc Drone, made im-
pertinent by voluptiousness, exclaimed:
“The more shame for you, if this be the
Truth! Though. verily, it is as brazen
a lle as your other arguments. But
were it g0, showeth it not the inferior-
ity of your cowardly nature to submit
thonglh being the stronger? If the
statement be falge, ye are linrs; if it be
true, contemptible cownrds!"

Ire he had time to gather the praise
that his kind wag about to bestow upon
him. the Bees rose in their might and a
fow minutes later the corpses of the
drones covered the bottom of the hive:
and ever after they choge Queens after
their own liking.

Mavehance this fable bevbut an idle
tale: maychance, however, it centaineth
a warning for the Drones and a lesson
for the Bees of aftertimes.

WALTHER M. OESTERREICHER.

Bocialist Weekly and Monthly Publica-
tions.

ENGLISH.
THE PEOPLE, 184 Willlam street, New
York, N. Y. $1 per year.
The New Charter, 35 Turk street, San
Francisco, Cal.  $1 per year.

The Syracuse Socialist,—
The Rochester Socialist
25 cents per year,

The Beacon, Johnston, R. I. (Fort-

nightly). 50 cents per year,
3 GERMAN.
Vorwiirts, 184 William street,
York, N. Y. $1.50 per year.
Cleveland Volksfreund, 237 Clair street,
Cleveland, Ohio. $2 per year.

; DANISH-NORWEGIAN.
Arbejderen, 6835 Marshfield avenue,

Chicago, 111, $1 per year.

SWEDISH.

Arbetaren, 35 and 37 Frankfort street,
New York, N. Y. $1 per year.
ITALIAN.

11 Proletario, 1221 Penn avenue, Pitis-
burgh, Pa. $§1 per year.

PO

(Monthly).

New

LISH.
Sila, 1146 Broadway, Buffalo, N, Y. $1
per year.
i JEWISH. i
Arbeiterzeitung, 9 Rutgers street, Ne
k, N. Y. $1 per year.
HUNGARIAN.
Nepszava, 236 East 4th street, New
York, N. Y. ‘$1 per year.
ENGLISH AND GERMAN. !
The Truth, 514 West 3d street, Daven-
port, lowa, $1 per year,

.1-



4 p s

N\

J ¥ W

, MAY 10, 1897

~ PARTY NEWS.

Activity of Militant Boocialists Nast,
West, North and SBouth.

National Executive Committee.

At the meeting held May 11th Com-
rade Matchet was elected to the chair.
The financial report shows receipts,
$44.10; expenditures, $65.94: deficit.
$21.84.  Sections New York, Kings
County and Northfield surrender their
charters and jointly apply for a new
charter as the Section of Greater New
York. “Platon Brounoff has set to
musle the “Arm and Hammer'” song.
He offers the copyright to the party on
condition that the proceeds of the sales
go to THE DAILY PEOPLE Fund. 'The
offer " is accepted with thanks.  The
nominations to fill the vacancy on the
National Executive Committec are re-
ported cloged and the secretary is in-
strueted to refer them to the Sections
for a vote, said yote to close on June
12th.

. Charters were granted fo new Sec-
tions in Barre, Vi.; Shamokin, Pa.; 15x-
celsior, Pa.; Mount Carmel, Pa.

The Committee on Municipal  Pro-
gram submitted its report, and action
wag laid oversuntil next mecting.

L. A. MALKIEL, Rec. Sec.

Connecticut.

SOUTH NORWALK, Conn.—The at-.
tention of Comrades and friends of the
cause, as well as of opponents to So-
clalism, is hereby called to a free lec-
ture meeting, to be held unler the
ausplees of Section South Norwalk, S.
L. P, at Germania Hall, Washington
Street Bridge, on Sunday, May Z8d. at
3 p.om.

James Allman, of New York, is to be
the speaker. All are welcome.

EMIL SINGWALD, Organizer,

Minnesota.

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn., May 6.—At
the last regular meeting of  Section
Minneapolis the vote on the “Abend-
blatt” and “Arbeiterzeitung’” was 24
ayes and none againgt, some not voling,
All of the Jewish members voted.in the
afirmative, and we have a large mem-
bership of Jews.

HERBERT T. SHAW.

To the Assembly Districts and Branches
of Section New York, 8. L. I,

The last meeting of the Greater New
York Convention having adopted the
mode of repregentation according to the
plan a& submitted by the 18th Assembly
District, the .assembly districts and
branches are therefore requested to
elect delegates to the first meeting ol

. the Greater New York Section, which
takes place on Saturday, May 22, at 61
E. 4th street.  'The mode of representia-
tion_will be one delegate for  every
party organization, and one additional
delegate for every 20 members in goou
standing according to the semi-annuut
report ending December, 1886, 1t s
necessary for the districts and branches
to furnish their delegates with properly
certified credentials. ;

1.. ABELSON,
Organizer, Sce. New York 8. L. P,

- New York.

BROOKLYN.~-Members of Branch 1
(American) are requested to attend the
next meeting, Monday, June 4, at Jack-
son Hall, 515 Fulton street.

Prog. Clothing Cultters & Trimmers.

The regular meeting of the above
union was held on Thursday, May 6th.
One candidate was proposed and one
elected to membership.

The report of the Executive Board
was concurred in, tlie committee from
the G. E. B. stated that pne of our mem-
bers appeared at the hoard meeting in
regard to some local matter and the
board was of the opinion that the L. A,
should take this matter in hand first,
the G. E. B, will give us all the neces-
sary afd: it was decided to appoint a
committee of two to =ift this to the
bottom. Arrangements for this Satur-
day, May 16th, anniyversary muss meet-
ing are all made; circulars both in the
English and German languages will be
distributed among the men in the trade.
The chairman, William N. Ray, will
~make the opening remarks. The sec-
retary will read the minutes of the day
of our secession from the U. G, W, of
A. (one year ago this Saturday), and
the following speakers will address the
audience: H. Ehrenpreis (lately from
the west): J. Samuels, J. Gilliar, Patrick
Murphy, L. Schwartz (of the Tailors'
Progressive Union); and others. The
meeting will continue, if possible, until
6 p. m., 5o as to give those an’ oppor-

tunity to be present who work till 3

P.m.

All those desirous of knowing how
the Progressive Clothing Cutters and
Trimmers' Union came into existence
are invited to attend.

! THE SECRETARY.,
Expressions of Opinion Upon the Pro-
posal From the National Executive

Committes.
BOSTON, Mass., April  26.—~Dear
Comrades-—The differences among the

Jewish Comrades which the Executive
Board undertook to solve in such an un-
satisfactory way, are not of recent date;
we have before ug the last stage ol an
evolution which began about four years
ago. Here is the short story. of it.

The Jewish Sectiong had in the last
five or siX years cvery year a copven-
tion of their own to discuss the Jewish
press and propaganda and the mannge-
ment of the Jewish monthly, “The
Zukunft.,” Since four years ago the
majority of the conventions requested
the Arbeiter Publishing Associntion to
give an account of their business man-
agement and to allow the convention a
certain influence on the editgrial man-
agement of the papers, Hoth was al-
ways flatly refused by the A. P. A, "It
18 none of your buginess' was the reg-
ular answer of the A. P. A, to those
Comrades who by their sacrifices had
helped to hring both papers in exist-
ence. The dissatisfaction with the
management of the papers was grow-
ing: it was almost impossible to be-
come & member of the association, and
then the Comrades outside of New York
could never expect to have apy in-
fluence at all. On the convention held
in December, 1895, it was almost unani-
mously (two or three votes against
fitty-two) decided that the Publishing
Association has to submit to the de-
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civions of -the convention: again a re-
fusal followed; to prevent a split in the
Jewish movement the delegates agreed
o an  Arbitration Committee. That
committee handled the whole guestion
in a very unsatisfactory and partisan
way, and its decision corresponds al-
most word for word witn the propo-
sition. brought now to a general vote
by the Executive Committee, That de-
cision caused such a. dissatisfaction
among the Jewish Comrades that it re-
sulted in one general outery: Let us
regulate onr press business onrselves:
the Comrades of other  nationalitivs
cannot understand what is going on
among ug, That opinion was expressed
on the National Conventicn by the pro-
position to leayve the Jewish press in
the hands of the Jewish Sections. The
proposition was brought in by Seetion
New York and ‘was [avored almost by
all the Jewish Sections in the country.,
But  some delegates of Seetion New
York by mere =ophistry induced the
delegates 1o aceept instead of the prop
osition of their own Scetion the greatest
nonzense that could be: To kave the
Jewish press to the Jewish Comrades as
privite persons, The Jewish Cofmrades,
however, were ready to anceept any-
thing to get rid of the Arbitraticn Com-
mittec's decision, bt adas—the cat came
back—in the form of o proposition to a
general vote by the Executive Commit-
tee.  Bot let me finish,  After the Na-
tional Convention was over, agnin the

‘Comrades tried to have peace with the

A. P, A. The heart of that association
softened, and many, new members were
admitted, but as soon a¢ the old mem-
bers of the A. P. A, found ont that the
dissatisficd Comradey have a majority
in the orpanization, aml are able to
make a change-—they began (o nee dilf-
erent tricks to make  that  majority
powerless,  After having tried for a
long time’to harmonize with the A 1.
A.. the Jewish Comrades came to the
conclusion that it is time to take a de-
cisive step. A convention of «l Jewish
press clubs was called (the Sections
having no right to mingle with the
Jewish press—organized  presa clubs,
where only members of the party were
admitted; usually Sections and press
clubs had the same membership). That
convention of press clubg, alias See-
tions, where the majority of Jewish
Comrades were represented, decided to
jssue a daily Jewish paper, “The Vor-
wiirts)” which was to be managed and
now is managed by the representatives
of the Jewish press clubs. When the
A. P A, eaw that the play was finished,
and they have to stand the competition

cof a paper which is not only edited by

the best Jewish Socialist writers, but is
supported by the enthusiasm of the
Jewish Comrades—then, to save them
selves they propozed the  Exeeative
Committee to  accept the UArbciter
Zeitung” ‘and “Abendblatt” as official
organs of the party. The Fublishing
Association is ready 1o submit dtself to
the Executive Committee but not to the
Jewish Sections.  Why?  Beeause they
know that the Execative Committee
have the same judgment about the edi-

torial management of 2 Jewish paper ”

as the Jewish Comrades  have,  and
therefore everything will be left un-
changed, but they know that under the
management of the Jewish Sections the
editorials and  business management
wotld have been changed at once. The
A. P. A. pretends that it is more demo-
cratic to be managed by the wiwole party
and gives as example the German
“Volkszeitung”  amd  “VYorwiirts.”
doubt that the German Comrades would
like the Jewish Sections to vote on a
German editor, and with right: The
Jewish Comrade who mostly does not
know even the name of the German
organs, could not vote intelligentiy on
German press questions.,

But why does the Executive Commit-
tee, who, thanks to its position, has
more information of the party, and
therefore knows very well the wish ol
the mn;orny of Jewish Comrades, why
does the Executive Committee sustain
the Arb. Publish, Assoc.? [ think <he
mistake which the Executive Commit-

E tee makes is a result of the general un-
F wise tactics of our party: CENTRALI-

ZATION 1S A GOOD THING WHEN I'T'
CONCERNS THE MANAGEMENT O
THINGS, BUT NOT OF THOUGHTS.
1 have no right to enter into that ques-
tion as the discussion  concerns  the
Jewish press only, but I leave that to
the intelligent judgment of the Cowm-
rades. {
With Socialist greeting,
’ MRS. ANTONIE KONIKOW.

Comrades—The National Exccutive
Committee must, in-the first place: hayve
been aware of the fact that just two
months before the call for a general
vote was issued a conference of Jewish
Socinlists and some tride unionists,
representing  in all 23 organizations,
was held here in New York: that at that
conference a demand was resolved upon
and subsequently made, calling upon
the Arbeiter Zeitung Publishing  As-
sociation (o surrender their, that is to
Say, our papers to the Jewish-speaking
members of the party: that the A, Z. P,
A, having refused, as was anticipated,
to comply with that doemand, steps were
forthwith taken fo establish in the eity
of New York a Jewish Socialist daily
and weekly (“Vorwaerts”) to be pub-
lished by a coutral press federation,
congisting of delegates from various
Steialist organizations,

(The first issue of the daily publica-
;l:)n has seen the light of day on April

1o obey the dee

«the Jews than for Germans.

Of the above cited facts the National
Exceutive Committee must have been
aware. Now, 1 ask you, Comrades, why
did they not £tep in before now? Why
did they not do something to prevent
the mischief, if mischief there be, bhe-
fore it was too fate? Why did they ail
along, indirectly to he sure, shield and
protect the A, Z. P, A, against an over-
whelming  majority of Jewish  Com-
rades?  Why did they allow that dis-
gracefnl attempt on the part of a few
busy-bodies to oust from the party, as
if they were ring-leaders, nine men for
the alleged sins of some fifty Comrades,
all for the purpose of diserediting the
“opposition” in the eyes of the other
members of the party?

The next thing to be considered is the
following:

The National Executive Committee
desire to bring about harmony in our
ranks. Common sense would  have
suggested, as a preliminary step, that
they colleet in as unbiased o manner
an possible @11 the evidence available in
order to get at the truth with regard
to the obstacles in the way of that very
harmony which it is their intention to
re-establish.  Had they but taken a
poll, they wonid soon have discovered
that at feast 80 per cent. of the Jewish-
speaking members of the party are un-
compromisingly opposed (o any methad
of dealing with the management of ouwr
press other than the one adopted for
the poblication of the Jewish “Vor-
witerts” 5

In conclusion, let me tell you, Com-
rades, that if we, the so-called “leadoers™
of the opposition, can by a vote of the
party members of our race. who Rnow
us best, be shown to have deseryed any
of the insplts heaped wpon us by all
that has, in o veiled manner, appeared
in THE PEOPLE, we are reidy to re-
tire into private life without a murmur,
M. WINCHEVERY.

Comrades—The main  argument  of
those Comrades who oppose the prop-
osition of the National Fxeentive Com-
mittee is that its members  do o not
underotand the Jewish language, and
are therefore incapable fof controlling
a Jewish press,  IU appears (o me
vory strange that the last  Jewish
Convention applind to the same N
tional Exccutive Committee to investi-
gate and rettle the differences existing
Letween the Jewish Comrades on the
Jewish press, solemnly pledged  idsell
don, and asked the Na-
tional Exceutive Committee to appoint
the Comrades De Lean, . Sauial, Vogl,
Jonas and Schlueter as a hoavd of or-
bitration, none of whom understands
Jewisl No one doubted that these

3

(on fes would render an intelhgent
decision, although, not being in the
position to read the articles in  the

Jowish papers. It was well understoodd

that if the contents of the “Abend-
blutt” of the “Emeth”™ then in exist-
ence, are to be trapslated to them in
English, they could  judge  whether
these were Socialistic or not,

The convention, expecting the sad
arbitration’ committee to  decide  that

the “Abendblatt’” shonld be given away
‘to the “Volk” (PEOPLE), thercupon
clected a press com:mitice of five to have
charge over the editorial department of
the paper: four of those five could NOT
READ JEWISH-Dr, Ingerman, Wil
lenkin, Bamma and Alexander Jonas,
It is therefore evident' that their pe-
cnliar  objection  against  the  prop-
osition of the National Execntive Com-
mittee that the members of the Na-
tional  Executive Committee do not
understand Jewish is only a new in-
vention of the leaders of the oppesition
to stir up the Jewish Comrades against
the proposition,  which, il adopted,
means to take away the ground from
beneath the so-called “generals,” who
insist upon remaining such.

Comrade Euteen, in his argument
against  the proposition, proceeds to
characterize the “old-fashioned” Jew,
and concludes that “the members of
the, National Executive Committee, be
they even very successful  cducators
amongst  the  English and Germans,
cannot educate Jews of the “old style!
To this I wish to answer: Il Comrade
Euteen has road the enll of the National
Exccutive  Committee  carcfully he
onght to know that nothing proposca
by the National Exceutive Committee
implies that the editors it 13 to vote for
are not to be Jews. If the argument of
Comrade Euteen means anything, it
means  that the Nuational Exccentive
Committee  might appoint an Irish
Comrade, Pat. Murphy, or the Halian.
Hern. Verro, as editors of the “Abend-
blatt.”  But the National Excentive
Committee is not insane. It will surely
appoint only Jews who know ail about
Jews.  The Comrade should also know
that over and above anything pecali-
arly Jewish in manner, there is the es-
sentinl point of Socialism and party
tactics, which cannot be difterent for
Two and
two in Yiddish and in Choktow must be
the same.  Comrade, GoMberg claims
that the great mrjurl\y of the Jewish-
speaking Socialists do read and uuder-
stand the “Volkszeitung” and THE
PEOPLE. Consequently, they have the

. ability and right of judging as to the

contents of these papers, Gracted there
still remains  a  great number who
either do not read and understand the
“Volkszeitung' or THE PEOPLE, vet
they have a voice in the election of the
editors, 1, for instance, do not read
German; yet 1 know Comvade Vogt to
be a good Socialist by reading kis
writing translated into English or

Jewish. Besides, there are many Amer-
jean and Jewish Comrades in our party
who do not understand a word of Ger-
man: sogpe members of the National
Executive Committee are in the same
.position; still they are entitled to vote
on the German editor. Why then
shonld the English and the German-
speaking Comrades be deprived of hav-
ing something to say on a Socialist
organ which is published in the Jewish
dialect, not for the purpose of ad-
vancing the interest of Judaism or Jow-
ish literature, but to propagate the
principles of Socialism, which, if prop-
agated falsely, be it in Jewish or in
French, is harmful to the party in gen-
eral and not to the Jewish Socialists
alone. If the Juwish press be controlled
by the Jewish Sections it runs the risk
of falling into the hands of the party’s
enemies. The “Emeth,” which was
published by the Jewish Seetion of
Boston, and the so-called “Vorwaerts,”
which is published by the “masses™ or
the “people™.in New York, are the best
proof: to that.

The idea of certain branches of the
party controlling a party paper is dan-
gerous,  Anarchists or other cnemics off

district, but cannot capture the whole
party. The control by the Nuational
Execntive  Commitiee is a guarantee
that the paper will be run on our party
lines.  Comridde Euteen says that to
adopt the “Abendblatt” means to de-
clare the “Vorwaerts,” the opposition
paper and its supporters, as enemies of
the party.

Exactly so, my dear Comrade, Mr,
“onpositionists™ as the  “Bismark of
Hester street,” and voted sgainst the
party, stated at a meeting of  party
members that the Comrades will regret
for having voted for a candidate of the
8. 1. P, that the National Exeentive
Commitice is a frawd, amd should be
impeached,

e wrote Populistic, Anarchistic and

4 “pure and simple™ articles againsy the

party in our “seientifie” magazine, the
“Zukunft.” which is controlied by the
cmasses”™ and edited by Cahan,  Lately
ke Thas induced the Children “Jacket
Makers' Union to withdraw from the
United Hebrgw Trades and to combine
again with the fakirs, who have ruined
that union. and whom the United
Hebrew Trades suceeeded in driving
ont from there. Mr. Winchevsiiy, being
editor of the Anarchistic  sheet,  the
“Emeth,” published by the Jewish See-
tion of Bostan,~wrote an article against
a daily PEOPLE, and stated that it is
enovigh for THE PEOPLE to FAKE
once i week, and not FARKE seven
times a week,  That case was bronznt
before the lagt Jewish Converttion 799),
The committee to which that was re-
ferved found him guilty.  After they
have reported this to the last session
of the convention, the chairman, a fol-
lower of Winchevsky, closed the eon-
vention i a harery to aveld action on
the report.  This same Winchevsky has
always been an Anarchist, and put the
¢ of Secial Democraey on when he
came over (o this country, e has
al 5 and ever attached the party, its
s oamd representatives, amd he dis
disiurbing the party in the in-

now
terest of Anavchism under the guise of

v omatter of fact that
sinee the establishment of the “Vor-
wierts,”  the  Anarchistie movement,
which was killed by us, has again re-
vived: it now advertises ifs meetings in
the “Vorwarts,” this ficw opposition
paper: the Jutest advertisement of these
Jewish Anarchists in the “Vorwarts™ is
of a lecture on the subject: “lmpossi-
i ey 1L
” § r language.  He
scommiserites the condition. of  the
workingmen,” amd at the same tine he
calls them “illiterate rogues.”" As oiditor
of the “Znkunft™ ke pablished articles
against the party.

Avother one of the staff of the “Vor-
waerts” which is to supply the Jewish
workingmen  with  “good™  Socializm,
Mr. Goidin, has never been o Socialist,
When @ committee of the Jewish
Chorus Union once ealled on him and
asked him for their compenzation for
services renderad, his reply wits that for
2 committee of a labor union he has but
one answer, and that is a physical one.
Another one has congratulated a Jew-
ish capitalistic sheet on crecting o new
press machiue,

These are the elemeats who want to
revolutionize the 8. L. P, its tacties,
and. algo  its  PRINCIPLES.  Their
motives correspond exactly with those
of their friends, the English and Ger-
man-speaking lahor fakirs,

In conclusion, T wish to state that 1
am first of all a member of the 8. L. P,
and it is only as such that 1 belong to
the Arbeiter Zeitung Puablishing As-
coclatjon, which publishes a Socialist
paper in the Jewish dinlect, a pener
that we have kept a striet and loyal
party organ, We have no reasons (o
eseape the control of the party.  Let
those who want to have a centralized
and solid party vote for the proposition
of the National Exccutive Committee,
M. HARKOW.

“reform™ I

Brooklyn, N. Y.

Comrades—1 am for the proposition
of the National Executive Committee
b that the party should take control of the
“Abendblatt” and “Arbeiterzeitung® for
the reason that 1 am not of the same
opinion as Comrade Shadfer that the
National Executive Committee do not
know what is going on in the Jewish
moyement, bat, on the contrary, they
know much more than Comrade Shafler
of Hartford, cvidently does, Does Com-
rade Shaffer think that the twenty-one
gessions of the committee that invest-
igated the matter were not suflicient
for them to get familiar with the whole
matter? The last Jewish Convention,
after wrangling over the same question
for several days, found itself unable to
settle it, and applied to the National
Executive Committee for help. This is
what Comrade Cahan (the former
editor of the *“Arbeiterzeitung” and
now the editor of the opposition paper),
said in an editorial right after the ques-
tion was submitted to the National Ex-
ecntive for arbitration: “You can say in
advance that in its whole work and in
the decision at which ¥ will arrive, the
commission will e controlled only by
ong¢ thing, namely, the welfare and
growth of the Sorvialist movement. The
five Comrades who compose it are old
members of the party, they are the best
representatives of our cause in Amer-
fca, have had much. experience in
editorial work, are famillar with the
situation of our party in the country,
understand better than any other mem-
bers of the party its interests, and
those interests are dear ‘to them. In
the dispute which they will have to

the party may capture one branch or.

Miller, who is being considered by the -

arbitrate, none of them will be guidea
by personal inclinations or predilec-
tions. There is no other plan to be
suggested in this matter by either side
than to give the matter over to the Na-
tional Executive Committee, and what-
ever the decision of the commitice will
be, no matter what they will dictate to
us, you may be sure that it will be bost
for Socialism in America. Both sides
have to be patient, let us prepare our-
gelves to accept the decision as good
Social Democrats.” And yet the first
one to kick was Comrade Cahan him-
solf.  You will therefore understand
how much reliance cat be placed on
some of the Jewish leaders. They are
only willing to be good Socialists when
they can have it their own way. Other-
wise they are ready to combine with
any other element when they think it
will serve their aims.  Isn't it a fact
that under .lh(' banner of the present
opposition are confbined all the cele-
ments which were always aginst the
party? Isn’t it a fact that they get
their main support from them? THE
JEWISH ANARCHISTS, WHO WERE
DEAD FOR THE PAST FEW YEARS,
FIND IT NOW THE TIME TO CALL
A CONVENTION IN THIS CITY, AND
PUBLISH THIS CALL IN THE O
POSILION  PAPER, EDITED BY
CAHAN,

Some of the Jewish Comrades who
have had very little cxperience, and, as
Mr. Euteen says, very limited eduoea-
tion, do not understand where they will
be led.  They listen "without protest
when one of the c¢hief leaders of the op.
position declares that he would never
have entered the party were he not
compelled to do so in order to become
a member of the Arbeiter Zeiturg Pab-
lishing  Association,  Should the op-
position suceeed in getting control ol
this paper, the work of the Jewish Com-
rades for the past seven years would be
nullified, and the paper would bezome
a weapon in the hands of the party’s
enemies. 1 earnestly call vpon all Come-
rades to agitate and vote for the prop-
osition of the National Executive Comn-
mittee, n¢ this will give us the only
guarantee that the paper will rembin a
party organ-as heretofore, pledged to
support the party’s platforn and ticties,
and pot to destroy and rain our :
tion, ) A. HINDES,

New York.

WORKMEN'S FIRE INSURANCE
ASSOCIATION.

Report of Twenty-Five Years' Activity.
On last April 22, wnder the presi-
deney of W, Draemel and G Welle,
the twenty-fifth anoual meeting was
held of the Workmen's Fire Insurance
Association, at the Geromiania Hall, in
New. York city.  The meeting was well
attended.  The minutes of the Board
of Directors and the reports of the
hook-keeper and anditors were adopted,
and Koenig, of the Conruittee onv the
Investment of Funds on Real BEotate,
made histreport,
Thereupon the clection of efficers was
helil,  ~
The
he Board of Directoes were audopied:
First-=New  branches  have to con-
tribute $10 to the expenses.
Sccond—The branches  shall henee-
forth themsclves pay the expenses of
their delegates to the general meotings,
Third—The officers of the hranches
are authorized to reduce, according to
their best judgment, the risk on soech
houses as are located on blocks made
up eaclugively of frame buiklinga,
The following are the leading points
in the annual report, March 20, 1806~
March 27, 1807:

Membership on Mareh 20, 1806, . 0450
Membership on March 27, 1887..10,117
FINANCIAL.
hand aml in bauwk
1896, cc0peces §aa

Cash on
Murch 29,
Receipts

Total
Expended
On hand March

1597

ASSETS.
On hand and in bank March

LR L O, $UL12T.00
In U, 3. 4 per eent. bonds,

BII00 o cevnensenannnnones 21.201.00
Interest due 5 101w
Office furniture, ete.........
Membership books..........

S15,500.05

The bond of the bovok-keeper O

$15,590.35

fund  should

The guarantee
amount o

Thus there is a defieit of ...

It becomes necessary to levy an
segsment of § cents for cvery $100 in-
sured.

This organization was cstablished in
the fall of 1872, The first financiul re-
port, Feb., 1873, showed o mombership
of 44 with an insurance of $19.500, To-
day the membership is 10,117, and the
amount insured amounts to §i L0,

Among the 10,147 members are 152
organizations,

The history of the development of the
association 18 graphically shown by the
following tables submittedoby the book-

Keeper:
pu——— :
= W 73
gl 815 S
2 S
£
DATE. -

“ano piml aF veq

ARERTH
@ 10
.m0 10
ST 10

L
ey
| 107

The number of ~nre§ d;:rlng .t“he ex_-
istence of the association has heen 3877,

“day

-
following  recommendations of

and a total payment for losses of
462,51, ; 1 by

During the 256 years' existence of the
association the average upon  eye
member per year amounts to 19
cents for every $100 insured.

Ohio.

CLEVELAND, Ohix, May Sth-pg
all Sections 3. L. P. in Ohio: The ;
Convention of Ohio will be held Sun-
May 30th, at 10 a. m., at
Assembly Hall, 115 N, Piedmont
Canton, Q. Each Section or bhranech of
a Section is entitled to three delegutey
Delegates should be prompt.

By order of the State Committee,

P. C. CHRISTIANSEN, See.

Calendar
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Wil be dnserted upder this heading hereaftey
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Oreanizations shoull vot lose such an opy
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Trades and éocietiesm

Brnnch 1 (American! S. L. P, no

meeting every nest Fridiay, Bosinesg
ing every Srd Friday at &1 Eaat ¢th Ste,
turea every Supday 8 P, M. »t Stuyvesant H
17th ‘Str., and Hu

n Bullding, $Tth '
Ath Ave. o ." Y

c.ﬂ Sahm Club’ (Musicians Unig
.\ln-:lnus every 'l‘un--;-l.-\'k ull‘“ln Ty

Eauxt 4th street, New Yor or ceum,

Business Sevretary: Freb o

entral Labor Federation of New ¥
GO e R . AL DUAT No. 1 ek
ut ecvery Sunday alternoon ol o4 Kast
street, New York Cliys Al Do tiile
Tabwor Untons shonbd v pepresented,

teations are 1o et sent (o th ]
Secrctary, Ernest Bolan, 4 East dth ¢ dJ
New York ey,

Cixnrmukon‘ Progrersive Interual
Union No. 90. Ollice amd_ Ewplo;
Barean: 61 Fast At stroetsc Distoiet 1 (Baolgs
witan), st TIAL sEreelievery nrday al!
peont= sttt T dGermong, at 21 nriy(‘
weets every Satnrday ac S poone-CDistriet I
et ul T avenne A, every urday ats
pe At IV, pwee s st 382 West a2l st
every Sabiday at s pon - The B
Visors pweels every Tuesday ot 1822 2od ay
WES

Empire City Lodge (Machinists),
cvery Weoldneslay eveuning wt the
Lyveut, ob Bast dth street. 4
Pk Sevretary: HENRY Zisox.

Gonmu\ Waitérs' Union of New Yi
Offiee: 333 Bowery, Union Hall, Ist
Mectings every Fouliy of 4 0 o ]
SUpery bors meets cvery Wednesday st 4 poing
At the s badl,

Mumm\l Protective Allinuce No. 1028,
D, A. 49, 8. T. & L. A., Hesdquarters
Tl dth street. Mectings every Fridogy ot 12
oelwek noon,  Frodo Hsctaan, Press Fred,
Woll, vort, Sec'y, Residenee, 153 E dthsk 31

cction Essex County, 8. L, P., weely
the st Somday i cach month at 3 p,ow, in
the ball of “Esxsex Connty Sovinlist Club,” 58 |
Springticld Ave.

Skandlunv‘um Soction, 8. L. P
2ol aond 4th Suaeday ol cvery m
-2 Kast 384
K City, Subsetipiion erders taken
wle Soctalist Weekiy, SCAND, AN, |

In
ARBETAREN,

SOuiullut Scienca Club., Moeets at Webster |
Hall, 1auth sivent l\lul ard avenne, every lasb i

1 A
{

and dodd Friday at 8 1% Jaeture,
every Sunday night,
wntertabnment ol sam

K
Uphnlntu‘mrs' Union of New York and
Vicinity.,  Meets 20 and #th Tuesday
evening ot the Labor Ly o+ 61 Kast Ath Bt
Secrobary, Carl Awders, 22 Fast rd street. j

WORKMEN'S -

Furitue Fir [nsrane, |

Organiacd 1872, Mombership 10,000, }
Principal Organization, New York and
Viciuity.
O¥picE: 61 B Ath St Orrice HOURE, dally
l»rp:‘ |.~'|uu|.un and holidays, from 1 to
oeloe i s

: Yonkers, Troy, HBinghawton, ‘
. Ehnira, N Y,
~on, Newark, Elizabeth, South River

Passale, NI

Boston, Holyoke, Mass,
New Haven, Conn,
aern, Pa.

Arheiter Kranken- und Sterbe-Kasse f‘
{0r die Ver, Staaten von Amerlka.

WORKMEN'S i

Siok and Death Bonefit Fund of the,
United States of America. i

The above soclety was founded in the year 1584 S
workingmen Inibusd with the apicit of solidarity
socialist thought.  Its nimerionl sirongth (al presend
cowponed of 130 local branches with more s
13,000 male mombers) s rapiily increasing
workingmen who beliove {o the privciples of
modern labor movement. Workinginen woat)
and 46 yoam of sgoe may be sdauitted to mem 2
In nuy of the branches, upon payment of &
of $4.00 for the Nrst clusk and $19.00 for the sweonll |
olane.  Monibers belonging to the first class se e
titled to & sick beuefit of §9.00 for 4 weeks and of |
3460 for suother 40 weeka wother continpows 8
with interruptio imi® belopging to W
uc;sd :'l:;- x;nrrn wnder the seaie crronmstabest
and len, of tmwe $6.00 and $3.00 reapectively. &
burial beuefit of $260,00 In granted for m";':. |
bor, aud the wives and unmarried danghtess of
members botwoon 18 and 45 yoars of age may be ade -
nitted to the burial beneNt upon paymeat of &
deponit for $L.00, Monthly taxes are levisd sccording
to expenditures. In cities and towne whers B8 |
hrauch exists, & new branch can be formed by
workingruen In good health, snd men adhering
the ahove unmied privciples ace iuvited to do s,

Address all cvtumunications 10 HEnsY -ﬁ
?::n&l:,l Becretary, 25--47 8rd Ave., Boom 8,

"

DR. C. L. FURMAN,
DENTIST, 1
12} SCHERMLRHOUN 8T, DROGOKLYN, N. Y. }

HILLKOWITZ & HILLQUIT,
Attorneys at Law, i
320 Browdwiry, Boous uu:_u_i!.é

BROOKLYN

LABOR LYCEUM,

949-955 Willoughby Av:
(Formerly 61-63 Myrtie Stroet.)

Meeting Rooms.  Lurge Hall for Mass Meetings i
Books open for Balls aud Ple-Niea.

Workmen! Patronize Your Own H

JOHN OEHLER'S v

Printi

‘87 Frankford Street
Cor. Poarl Bt.,
Kranklin Square E. R. K. Stath

Ordors will be taken at 116 K. Sth street,
Aventn A und First Avo,, New York City,

L Goldmaon's Printing Ofi

cor. Now Chambers and Willlam
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