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 Manificent Socialist “ Dia-
* mond Jubilee’” Demonstrations

—

A LETTER TO “‘THE PEOPLE.”

—

Important Facts Carefully Suppressed
by the Capitalist Press—The “Home
Rule” Capitalist Class Sewks to Ap-
propriate to itself Socialists’ Glory--
Two Mammoth Meetings and Proces-
sions Inspired by the Irish Socialist
Republican Party A Conflict in Which
Fiunkeydom is Cudgeled] off the
Field,

DUBLIN, Treland, July 2.—T1f the re-
pogts of the festivities in connection
with the Diamond Jubilee wileh
reached  Americh  were at all I'ke
thiose which appeared in the English
Comrades  of the
be  excnsed  from

asking : Where were the Irish So-
cialist Republicans  during the anti-
jubilée demonstrations in Dublin? To
read the English press and the Irish
weekly press one would imagine that
the sudden outburst on the part of the
¥ Dublin workers was nothing more nor
Jess than a “Home Rule parade, ar-
ranged by the middle clask politicians,”
but those who either witnessed the
anti-jubilee meetings and processions,
or who had access to the Irish daily
papers, are aware how little Home Rule
or Home Rulers was in the minds of the
multitude. The capitalist Home Rl!l(”
press here pursues toward the Socialist

Republican party a double-faced poliey.

In its weekly issues, intended for the

consumption of rural districts ux_ul for

abroad--all mention of the pur(‘,\' is for-
bidden, and the boycott is stnc_ll,v en-
forced, but in its dally issues, circulat-
ing in the cities, it i§ felt that the boy-
cott wonuld arouse the stlspl('loqs of the
masses, who know of our activity, and,
consequently, a nentral attitude is ob-
served, and meetings, ete,, are briefly
reported and general notices lns(*rlm!.
Congequently, the “Daily Independent

newspapers,  our
S8 P G might

aud  “Bvening  Herald” (Parnellite);
“Freemans Journal” and “Evening
IR "L

roparted. .0
~meetings and processions during the
jubilee, but the weekly editions of the
same papers shamelessly attributed the
entire outburst to the credit of their
Home Rule sympathizers and ignored
our existence. But here are the facts.

From the Jirst suggestion of a dia-
mond jubilee rejoiciug down to the day
itself, the middle elass press in Ireland
had exhibited the most shameless polt-
roonery and lack of moral cournge. We
wonld find one day in their columns a
sneer at the jubilee and the next day
four or five columns of space devoted to
a glowing description of the prepara-
tiors. We, on the other hand, from the
first took up a strong attitude upon the
matter, holding indignation meetings:
exhibiting jubilee cartoons, and dis-
tributing 10,000 copies of the manifesto
lately reprinted in THE PEOPLE.

For Monday, 21st June, the eve of
jubilee day, we organized an anti-
“jubilee meeting, to be held in College
Green, under the walls of the old Par-
liament House, and right in the midst
of the illuminations, ete,, prepared hy
the loyal flunkeys, One of our speakers
on this occasion was the well-known
editor of L. [Irelande Libre.” Miss
Maud Ganne, the most popular woman
in all Nationalist Ireland, lately de-
seribed by the “Irish Republic” (New
. York), as “lIreland’'s Joan of Are.”

The announcement that this popilar
Jady had chosen the Socialist platform
1o speak froni set all the political wire-
pullers by the ears, and in their chagrin
_every effort was made to prevent the
success of the meeting, But in valn.
The meeting was held. Comrade Con-
nelly was in thé chair, and a resolution,
pledging those present (o carry on the
fight for a real Republican freedom was

¢ moved by Comrade Stewart. seconded
I by Mr. Shelly, of the Dublin Trades’
‘Council, supported by Miss Ganne, and
earried with acclamation by an audience
of five or six thousand. Then a pro-
cession was formed to escort our [air
" speaker through the street, with a black
flag (symbolic of our jubilee feellngs),
at our head. The Trinity College
- tudents, bursting with loyalty for the
empire which enables them to cultivate
their brains at the expense of the tollers
_==sallied out, armed with cudgels, and
attacked the procession, endeavoring to
capture the flag. Then an “iligant
shindy" took place; sticks rained down
in all directions, broken heads were
given and taken, and eventnally the
. proletariat drove the bourgeoisie home
* In disorder, and marched in triumph to
| the Socialist club room, where Connelly
| addressed from the window a vast
- wrowd, who closed a good night's work
with three ringing cheers for the So-
-clalist Republic.
Next night, being jubilee night, the
fashionable quarter of the city was il-
« luminated to order, and Immense
crowds of the people filled the streets,
singing rebel songs and walting to see
what the Socialist Republicans would
do. Our preparations had been kept
~ secret lest a police raid might spoil the
fun, and, in consequence. when we did
appear upon the streets it was as if we
risen from the earth. Our proces-
slon consisted of a wagonette and pair
* of horses, carrying & huge black banner,
~ ®iving statistics of famine, eviction and
~ ®migration during the record reign, and
~ winding up with the “prayer,” “From
- rabber rule, © Lord, deliver us.” Com-

rade Denis MeDonnel, of the Lynn,
Massachusetts, Section, S. L. P. sat on
the front beside the driver with a
endgel dike a log of wood in his hand,
and kept the enthusiasm of the people
at boiling pitch along the entire route.
fight black flags. suitably inseribed by
Miss Ganne. and a coffin with the
“Hritish Empire” printed in white upon
it, and carried on the shonlders of four
stalwart members, formed the nuclens
of our procession, which in less than
half an hour from our gppearance npon
the main streets numbered nearly 20.-
000, Dublin has never witnessed such a
scene before, such spontaneons enthius-
jasm, such fierce passionate earnest-
ness, such willing recognition of a new
leadership, was a revelation to the old
parties, who found themselves in a
moment entirely forgotten,

After traversing the main streets, the
procession was eventually broken up in
Rutland Square by a baton charge of
the police. A fierce fight between people
and police occurred here, but of course
discipline prevailed, and the people
were routed.  Over 200 cases were
treated at the hospitals from broken

heads and other wounds, and a number.

of men and boys received sentences of
imprisonment for their participation in
the “riots,” and one old woman who got
in the way of the baton charge has
ginee succumbed to her injuries. The
ordinary Home Rule capitalist parties
took no part in the proceedings from
first to last excent by exhibiting &«
magic-lantern show from the windows
of the National Club. OUTSIDE of
which the baton charge took place
while our procession was passing. Since

“then their press has impudently striven

to claim all credit for the demonstra-
tion by boycotting all reference to the
Irish Socialist Republican party. but
too late, The people give honor where
honor is due, and their feelings were
amply testified to on Wednesday, 23d
June, evening, when a crowd of some
2,000 fresh from an encounter with the
police marched spontaneously down
Mid Abbey street, and, halting be-
neath the windows of the Socialist elub
room, cheered enthusiastically for the
Socialist Republic.

I hope the editor of THE PEOPLE
can find room for those few notes and
s0 help in letting the Irish working
class in the United States learn that
Socialism has it message for Ireland,
2 message that is now awakening a
grander and more ('or\&dvm hope in the
breasis of many men and women
wearfed of the sordid intrigues and
personal jealousies with which middle
class leaders have disgraced our polit-
fcal life. G.

Judge Chester handed down at Albany

ue.] Jast week a decision vacating his orig-

inal order appointing a referce to take
testimony so that the Attorney General
might determine whether o combina-
tign existed -among the coal carrying
lines in New York in violation of the
anti-Trust law. This decision is evi-
dently rendered by the dictation of the
railroad magnates: no one can entertain
any doubt upon the subject.  But as
though the fact were not clear enough,
Mr. Thomas P, Fowler, President of the
New York, Ontario and Western Rail-
road, makes it still clearer by the fol-
lowing comments:

“This decision is only another straw
which shows the direction in which
public. opinion is now shaping itself.
There was a time not long ago when in-
dividual and  publie  sentiment was
against the corporations and against
property (sic.). It was so'far reacling
that the courts felt it, I thiuk, in some
instances, Now, however -there appears
1o be a better feeling.™

This President ‘ought to be photo-
graphed, and his
graphed for future, and not very distant
reference. y

utterances phono-

As we prophesied months ago, Labor
Fakir T. V. Powderly did not get the
job he was applyving for at Washington,
As we said then we say now: Powderly
having no labor following to sell out,
he has no market value with the poli-
ticians. Without a labor skate can in-
duce the belief that he has some labor
organization in his pocket he might as
well spare” his efforts.

This does not mean that all the
skates who themselves get jobs, or get
jobs for their sons, have something to
sell out. Not at all. What is essential
is that they should make the politicians
believe they have. Now, with Powder-
Iy his “'followerlessness” was too paip-
able to impose upon even the stupid
politicians.

Comrade J. W. Arnold, of Rochester,
N. Y.. has issued a “Birdseyve View
Chart” representing the political and
economic csndition of the American
people as shown by the Unied States
Census of 1890,

It .lustly claims for itself to be "a
magic panoramic at a glance of the
whole sitnation, revealing the hopeless-
ness and appalling position of the mid-
dle class and the rapid pnuper?mlon of
the working class.” :

Nor is it a shot in the air, The mat-
ter utilized reveals at a glance the fu-
tility of all effort that is not Social-
ist and that marches not under the ban-
ner of the S. L. P.

This valuable aid to propaganda can
be obtained at the Labor News Co., 64
. Fourth street, or by addressing the
author, Price, 256 cents.

“ing of the cause of the workers,

GLEASON ANGLIN
"FOR VOTES

His 0id, Old Style of Capturing the
Support of _the Populace.

A Mammoth Flotilla, Stocked with an
Abundance of Eatables, is to Take on
a Free Excursion the Parents and
Children Who Reside in his Town,’
and Who Could not Otherwise Enjoy
an Outing -The Vote of Pauperized
Proletarians, thus to be Secured.

Among the candidates for nominu-
tion for Mayor of the Greater New York |
is Paddy Gleason, the present Mayor of
Long Island City. What are the means
he js adopting to secure popularity?-
Does he pose as a “‘respectability,” like
Mr. Seth Low, and, like him. organize
nimself into a tablean of profound civie
wisdom and civie virtue, whose head-
ship of our great city would be enough
to dispel all “Tammanistic corruption.”
and thereby “insure the prosperity of
the workingmen”? No: truth to say,
with all his faults Paddy is too honest
for that role. Does he, perchance, point

‘his finger to the scandalous breaches of

factory laws of which our reform cap-
italists are. guilty, and to the many
more  capitalist against the
workingmen which a Socialist admin-
istration could check, while paving the
way to the ultimate liberation of the,
proletariat? No; again we must do
Paddy the justice to say that he iz too
frank fo maintain what he does not bes
lleve in, An employer, and, thercfore, a
fleecer of labor himself, he believes that
labor is there to be fleeced, he enjoys
the occupation of fleecer,.and profits
greatly thereby. Paddy leaves to Seth
Low the false pretences of intellectual
and civie superiority, and he leaves to
the Socialist Labor party the champion-
Padady
has a method of his own that marks
him, intellecTually. or, rather, polits
ically the lineal descendent of the
Roman politicians. These curried favor
with the populace by furnishing*them
fiee cirens shows and bountifui distri-
butions of corn gratis. Paddy proceeds
upon that plan. He is arranging a
mammoth steamer excursion for the
children and their parents resident in
his  bailiwick. Five steamers, six |

abuses

by him to carry the excursionists, ahd
the flotilla is to be stocked with six
hundred and fifty gallons of ice cream,
500 quarts of milk, 15.000 hananas, 3.000
pounds of cake and 2,500 boitles of
sarsaparilla and soda water, with many
more good things in abundance, These,
together with the excursion, are to be
had free,

Is Mr. Gleason a curiosity or a belated
reproduction of the days of declining
Rome?” No. Mr, Gleason is completely
in season, The decadence that in Rome
produced the scheming politicians
above named, is in full blast to-day, and
reproduces their accompaniment in-a
Gleason.

The Roman politicians would have
had no occasion to give free shows and
free corn if the popnlace were not desti-
tute and demoralized; the element to
work upon is here at hand for Mr.
Gleason. Would he think of such
“bounty™ if there were not people on
whom to bestow it? Would any parenst
actept such “bounty™ if he cuuld fur-
nish himself and his children with it?
Not

Capitalism breeds a class of depend-
ents, who presently lose their ‘self-reo-
spect. These dependents have a vote, a
thing essential for the political success
of ‘the capitalist politician: to capture
this vote Gleason's hook is being baited.

" First Socialist Addresses.

Hagerstown, Ind.., July 12.-—Comrade
B. F, Keinard, of New York, was here
last week, and delivered the first two
Socialist speeches ever heard in this
town. On the ith he spoke on the Pub-
lic Square to an audience fully 500
strong. We had chosen the right place
and time; the majority of the listeners
were workingmen. The strong voice of
our yvoung pioneer broke through the
noisge of the firecrackers, and his cham-
pionship of the cause of Labor resound:
ed clear above the noise. His address
was strictly along the lines or scientific
Socinlism. While he spoke the crowd
around him increased all along. Evyea
the boys stopped firing their torpedoes
and pressed close and listened to the
Socialist speech.

On the 6th, in the evening, Comrade
Keinard held his second speech. This
time he had to sustain a lively debate.
He was equal to the occasion. If we get
another such speaker this way we shall

certainly be able to set up an organi-
zation.

The Organizer of Section St. Louis.
in his report to the National Executive
Committee, makes this profound ob-
servation:

“The organizing of the S. T. & 1. A.
in this city will cause oppesition that
will be a great help to the party.'

The tactician who does not realize
all the excellencies there are in arous-
ing the opposition of traitors and false
friends iIs a bungler. The Organizer of
Section St. Lounis shows a correct in-
stinet.

D_rlve the foe into the open!

MAGURE
SCORING POINTS.

Brings Home fo the Politicians their

Subserviency to the Robber Class.

How the Political Representatives of
the Capitalist Class Understand and
Apply “Economy"” and ‘‘Distributive
Justice” -- Tax Dodging and Appro-
priation of Improvements Why Debts
are Run up-Some Capitalist Economic
Absurdities Punctured.

On the evening of the Tth instant,
Comrade Matthew Maguire, of the
Paterson, . N. J., Board of Aldermen,
read his colleagues and the Mavor, to-
gether with the class they represent, a
lesson containing many stinging truths.
The occasion was a message from the
Mayor on a pending tax ordinance. In
the course of his able speech the Com-
rade said:

To preach economy and distributive
Justice  while recommending  costly
methods and class diserimination is a
way that capitalist politicians have of
serving their class and at the same
time gaining for themselves a cheap
popularity. The Mayor concedes—aye,
says it is conceded by all—that *“the
time has come when we should make
permanent street improvements.” But
he adds, “We are at present in want of
appropriate legislation to enable us to
make such improvements without doing
great injustice to parties who will, re-
ceiya little or no benefit therefrom.”
He condemns the principle of making
“the people at large’ pay for the cost of
those improvements (rather than the
practiee, contrary to that principle, of
unequally distributing them), and he
wants such legislation as “will em-
power the city to assess upon the prop-
erty owners their proportion jof the
cost.”” How plausible all this sounds!
How cunningly false it is 1 propose here
to show.

The views of the Mayor on this sub-
ject are in perfect accord with those of
our wealthy residents, as expressed by
one of them in a recent newspaper in-
terview. In substance, this gentleman
sald: “We are ready to be assessed for
such improvements as we need:” which
is, as you will no doubt perceive, quite
different from saying, “We are ready to
be assessed for such improvements as
the whole city needs.” Of course, under
such a system, no improvements would
ever be made where they are most
needed, because the owners of property

barges and. two.tugs have. leen engagediicinjthepoarer. quarters. would not.he. sa .

“ready” to be assessed. Nevertheless,
thege people would be taxed for the
cost of maintaining the improvements
made elsewhere, and for the loss of in-
terest incurred by the city in floating
its notes, while the said improvements
were being made, or upon the bonds
issued therefor. 1 apprehend, indeed.
that the kind of “appropriate legisia-
tion" which the Mayor says-we need for
the purpose under consideratdsn wonld
as all such legislation usually does
with wonderful appropriateness—pro-
vide for an additional issue of bonds.

At any rate there would be in Pater-
son, even more strikingly countrasting
than there is now, two distinet cities—a
city of the poor and a city of the rich,
the poor contributing by its zqualor to
the brilliancy of the rich.

As for me, | entertain no such in-
dividualistic views of municipal affairs.
1 have no desire to make this munici-
pality, to a greater extent than it has
veét been made, the public instrument of
private selfishness. I hold this prin-
ciple to be the only true one, the only
sound one, that all property must be
equally assessed for all public purposes.
And I shall, so far as lies in my power,
insist upon having this principle logic-
ally carried out instead of being vio-
lated as it has repeatedly been: that is,
I shall insist upon having the poorest
quarters as fully improved as the rich-
est, for it is by the labor of the poor
that the rich are made so “‘ready” (o be
assessed—when their own interest or
comfort is involyed.

The Mayor says, quite correctly: It
should be our aim to reduce, rather
than increase, the debt of the city."” But
it is doubtful whether he and I could
agree upon the means of attaining this
desirable end. 1 even apprehend that
the methods which he would favor
might rather tend to increase than to
decrease, not oniy our municipal in-
debtedness, but our annual burden in
the form of interest; whereas I am quite
certaln that those which I might recom-
mend would wipe out the debt in a very
short time and free us forever from our
perennial tribute to Shylock & Co.

There is no reason, indeed, why the
city 'should be indebted at all, except
the~fact that it-has, for the benefit of
capitalists, conducted its affairs upon
principles that wouid be repudiated by
the capitalists themselves in the man-
agement of their private business. Cap-
italists don’t give away their valuable
rights and property; nor do they borrow
money when they can draw upon sol-
vent debtors or levy taxes upon the
people.

Again, it is not by the creditors of the
city that our streets have been made
and our public buildings erected; it is
not by them that the garbage is re-
moved; that the citizens are protected
in their life and property, or that any
public service is performed. All this
was, or is, done .by the labor of other
people: and this labor is not fed, clothed
and sheltered by capitalists, but by
other labor. For all these services the
capitalists should be made to pay, out
of the property which they have been
enabled to accumulate as “profits” by
the simple process of underpaying the
laborers who must look to them for em-
ployment—who must sell to them their
labor power, their very life—because,
through this constant process of spolia-

«debt benefits only a'few of taem.

‘ginning to be dimly seen by the work-

“of morality, but because there are so

tion, the capitalist class has become the
sole owner of the machinery of produc-
tion. A levy of two and one-half per
centum upon all that property would
suffice to wipe out our municipal-debi:
ave, every vestige of it. It could be
paid by its owners in less time than it
takes me to say that this levy should be
made. And if they were wise, the cap-
italists, by an overwhelming majority
of their own class, would in their own
interest demand that it be done; for the

Again, the Mayvor says: “High taxes
will not 'encourage new industries to
locate here.” The notion that low tax-
ation is a factor of any importance in
the development of industry is one of
those popular fallacies that capitalist
politicians know enough to use for their
own purposes, while at the same time
knowing far too much to believe them.
There is no taxation in the wilds of New
Mexico; yet no industry there, On the
other hand, every inch of ground is
more heavily taxed in New York city
than anywhere else on the American
continent, but there, also, industry and
commerce are unequalled. [t would, of
course; be just as absurd (and no more)
to say that high taxes promote industry
as it is to contend that they discourage
it. The simple fact is, that taxation is
not an essential cause, but an inevit-
able resuit. Sir, if we desire to reason
correctly and to act wisely, let us never
take the effect for the caunse. In so far
as taxation may have some remote in-
fluence on the growth of a city—
especially of a city that is already a
great manufacturing centre—the only
consideration is the efficiency of the ser-
vices rendered for the money paid.

Paterson has it in its power to change
a policy by which its municipality is be-
ceming more and more incapable of at-
tending to the most pressing wants of
its people, into a policy that will make
it a pattern of intelligent, progressive
administration, even under the capital-
ist system.

THE HOWNESS OF THE WHENNESS
OF THE TUSNESS OF THE NOW.

The following letter from Comrade
Arthur Keep, of Washington, D, C,, to
the London “Justice,” appears in that
paper of the 3d instant, and can be
read with profit at this side of the wa-
ters:

Dear Comrade.—In your May Day is-
sue is an article by H. M. Hyndman,
entitled “The International Outlook,”
in which are these words:—*As vet the
Social-Democratic Party in America
cannot point to its organization com-

vietories

there can be no question that we are

miuch nearer to the establishment (in
America) of a disciplined force than we
were a year ago.”

I do not know just what a completed
organization is if the Socialist Labor
party of the United States is not. Of
course it is not a completed organiza-
tion in the sense that it has reached
its full growth, vet as far as a well de-
fined progressive movement, one that is
recognized as uncompromising, is con-
cerned, it is well organized. A glance
at any of our national organs, published
in various languages, will show that
stutement to be a fact. As for discl-
pline, there is no Socialist party in any
country has better discipline. When
it is understood that this is a nation of
nations, in which every single nation is
at outs with every other; where the
Irishman has & grudge against the Ger-
man, the German against the Jew, the
Jew against the Italian, the Italian
against ‘the Swede, with the “old-time"
native with a grudge against them all;
alse that national prejudices are foster-
ed by every strumpet politician—if
these facts were understood, any lack
of discipline might be excused. Up to
seven years ago a class struggle could
not be waged successfully, while class
distinctions were, as a matter of fact,
more apparent. here than in Europe.
Still, everyvone thought they could rise
from their own to the higher class If
they used their wits; and it is only be-

ing-class that they and their children
are doomed to be slaves so long as this
system of production prevails. The
game of “everyone for himself, and the
devil take the hindmost' is reaching an
end, not because the people of this
country have suffered from an attack

confounded many in the “hindmost”
class, and more are joining every day.

There is great discontent manifest in
this “glorious land of plenty,” and
every charlatan is trying to use that
discontent for his benefit. In that
crowd are included Mr. Bryan and his
crew of reactionaries, every crank and
visionaire has his bottle of patent
“dope,” warranted to cure all the so-
ciul ills, uncorked for use. Among
these are the Debs-planites, municipal
Socialists, co-operators, etc., besides all
the unnamed and unnamable Yahoos
outside of the asylums for the insane.
Yet amidst all the confusion the Social-
ist Labor party stands out distinet. It
{s the enemy of all the charlatans, and
the demolisher of all the fools.. It has
the hatred of both, and because of that
is gaining to its cause all those tired of
being used as dupes by the charlatans,
hesides those who are becoming aware
of the fact that trying to kill a boa-
constrictor with pop-guns is a waste of
good time.

Within the mad “hurrah” of political
debauchery existing in this country the
S. L. P. is the only party which ean
claim for itself individuality and de-
cency. It is allied to neither the Repuh-
lican, Democratic, or People's parties.
All attempts on the part of either, or all
of them, to capture it has failed, and
any attempt on their part to flatter or
cajole has been met with contempt.
If all that does not show discipline, 1
wonder what would.

I maysstate that in this country it is

(Continued on Page 4) .-

THE: STRIKE

Causes that -Ms the Miners
in their Economic Strygsle.

CLASS-UNCONSCIOUSNESS.

The Teachings of Pure and Simpledom
Bearing their Evil Fruit-The Caplital-
ist Issues, on Which the Miners were
Trained by their Ignorant Lesders,
Keep the Rank and File so Divided
that They will not Unite in Common
Action - West Virginia Miners Divided
Against Other Miners on the Tariff,
Remain Divided jn a Strike.

The miners’ strike that is now on is
replete with points, which, if taken to
heart, will do much towards clearing up
the cobwebs that now fill thé heads of
many workers, and block their Progr ss,
Answering a few weeks ago the ques-
tion, 1s ‘the Gompers' union a class-
conscious organization? We said it was
not, and proved the assertion by show-
ing that the Gompers' union prevented
the workers from coming and keeping
together. As an illustration we quoted
the attitude of these unions on the tariir
question. Instead of leaving that quest-
tion alone, they took it up with fervor:
the result was that, the tariff issue in-
.volvlng issues of conflicting capitalist
interests, the workers who took it up
were but taking up the cudgels for their
bosses, and, consequently, were bound
to find themselves In conflict with those

of their fellow wage-slaves whose
bosses had opposite interests. Among
the pregnant lessons taught by the

miners’ strike, the above is an import-
ant one.

All reports agree that the key to the
situation lies in West Virgiuia, If the
miners there join the strike, it would
be so general as to offer some sort of
prospect of success. The condition of
the miners is uniformally bad, miser-
able, pitiable; it is no better in West
Virginia than in the other States in
which the men dropped thelr plecks.

Wiih uniformity of suffering, jdentity
of exploitation, and oneness of oppres-
sion, what is it that has, so far, kept
the West Virginia miners from join-
ing their fellow wage-slaves of the
mines, and that renders their jolning
doubtful?

ANSWER.—The fact that, in the con-
struction of thelr organizations, they
have grounded thelr interests, not on
the common ground of thelr own class
intérests as wage-slaves, but on the
ground of the interests of thelr em-
ployers; and as these are competitors
with one another, their interests con-
flict, and they draw into thelr conflicts
the wage-slgves whom they work.

The capitalist interest in point I8 the
tariff. The interests of the mine oper-
ators outside of West Virginia are pro-
moted by a low tariff on coal and are
correspondingly injured by a high one;
on the other hand, the Interests of the
mine operators inside of West Virginia
are Injured by a low tariff an coal and
are correspondingly promoted by n high
one. The two sets are hostile, and their
workers, misled into taking up capitni-
ist interests, necessarily find them-
selves arrayed against one another,
The reason’ why the West Virginia
miners may not joln the strike I8 that
they have been taught by both their
own and the leaders of the striking
miners to hitch on to the cart of their
bosses instead of standing on their
own feet.

This fact explains the clownish atti-
tude which Gompers and his fellows
have been forced to take; it explains
the disharmony among the workers of
this single trade, it goes far to explain
the misery in which they find them-
selves. Ignorant leaders taught them
get “something now,” and caused them
to look upon. the New Trade Unionist
as a “rainbow chaser.” As a result of
these false tactics, the unhappy miners
have NOTHING now and are kept rent
up in opposing camps. It is vain for

‘the Gomperses and Ratchfords, who

pooh-poohed at the principle of the
class struggle, and, who, stupidly im-
agining they could get “something
now,” built upon foundations that rip
the working classes in twain, to im-
agine they can now escape the result
of their bungling work. Gompers and
his get, facing a dismembered army of
miners, vainly calling upon those to
unite, and sailing straight towards
some further smash up that will. still
further reduce the dues on which Lhey
have been living, meet with fust retri-
bution. Unhappily their punishment
must be shared by the workers whom
they deceived. Nevertheless, all is not
lost. These lessons arg telling; and the
organization of New"' Trade Unionist
bodies among the miners will now have
all the better chance.

Pure and simpledom is a capitalist
mischief that is intended to split up the
workers. The workers are bound to
come together in proportion as they un-
derstand their own class interests, and,
understanding them, cease to build up-
on capitalist issues in the silly endeavor
to get “something right away.”

The report of the Convention of the
S. T. & L. A. will be published in the
next issue. The committee in charge
has not been able to perfect it in timg
for this number,
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Everywhere there Is a class of
men who cling with fondness to
whatever is ancient, and who, even
when eonvinced by overpowering
reasons that inmovation would be
beneficlal consent to it with many
misgivings and forebodings. We
find also everywhere another class
of men, sangulne in hope, beld in
speoulation, slways pressing for-
ward, qulek to dispcern the imper~
feotions of whatever exists, dis-
posed to think lightly of the risks
and inconveniences which attend
improvements, and disposed to give
every ohange oredit for being an
improvement, In the sentiments of
both classes there is something to
approve. But of both the best spe~
eimens will be found not far from
the sommon frontier. The extreme
section of one class oconsists of
bigoted dotards; the extreme seoc~
tion of the other consists of shal-
low and reckless empliriocs.
' Macaulay.

As we go to press we learn from the
Colorado exchanges that the ecause of
New Trade Unionism won a complete
victory - in the convention of trade
unions held at Denver on the 4th,

By a mnjorlt'y of 47 against 17, the
platform of the Soclalist Labor party
was adopted, not in a garbled, mutilated
and perverted form, as did Mr, Debs’
“Social Democracy,” but in its logical
entirety,

The minority of 17, consisting mainly

of old hack labor fakirs. finding it im-

possible, under such circumstances, to
“do business at the old stand,” bolted,
and by their considerate action cleansed
the body of their contamination.

CONFISCATION.

While Soclalist tenets are mainly
grounded on materiul facts that prevail
in modern society, much cf their force
is derived from principles of conduct
which, born originally in material
facts, have long since Tost sight or even
recollection of their birth place, and
have come down as maxims of general
conduct. The' present conduct of the

rallronds that traverse the mining dis-
tricts of the country furnishes a timely
flluatration.

In Ohio, Pennsylvania, Indiana anil
Illinois the rallroads are confiscating
all the coal they can lay Jands on. They
are doiug this by warrant of law. A

_ strike bein on, there is danger of scar-
city of coal, and this may ‘“inlerfére
with railroad traffic.” Rallroad trans-
portation, regular and speedy, has be-
come a social necessity. In the face of
such necessity the “sacred rights ot
property,” together with all that there-
by hangs. give way. The principle has
become so general and well established
that it has crystallized into statute, and
by virtue thereof the rallroads simply
confiscate the coal ln sight.

Confiscation is an ugly word, It Is
hurled at the Socialists by the capitalist
class, as a charge intended to crush us.
But the events that are crowding under
the eyes of thir generation will take and
are taking care to deprive the charge of
its sting. They are bringing home to
the people and are farnishing illustra-
tions of the principle that what soclety
needs it has a right to; that the title
deed of Right is the established fact ot
Need.

Upon a broader scale the present con-

duct of the rallroads will soon be.

enacted. A people, a society, from
whose eyes the scales shall have
dropped, and that shall have reached as
clear an understanding of its Rights as
the rallroads have, will be seen to pro-
ceed upon the principle that its Needs
demand its ownership of the nation's
machinery of production, and will, in
short order, by virtue of the charter of
Need, assert its Rights, thereby assert-
ing 8 new principle of “vested rights”
by taking its own,

The Soclalist Congress, elected by the
fallot, will resloré to soclety the Cap-
ital and Land which it needs to live by,
Just the same as the railroads are ap-
propriating the coal they need to run.

THE MOST LOCAL OF IBSUES.

In the opening prayer, in the Senate,
on the 6th instant, the tariff bill being
about to be wound up in that house; the
Chuplain offered thanks for the “sink-
ing of local issues.” It seems about

time that the mummery of these.

prayers was abolished. They are be-

coming not only ridiculous, and more
$0 by the day, but they positively are
gaining in blasphemousness.

Imagine the tarHf bill, as it passed
the Sepate, an evidence of the “sinking
of local issues”! The bill was, in fact,
a collection of local issues, and it wus
an evidence of the assertion of these
issueg. Each stood like a pugilist with
his clenched fist under the nose of the
other.

As though the “local issue” or
“private issue'. character of the bill was
not sufficiently marked, this Chaplain,
who has a “local issue” of his own, to
wit, the keeping of his own useless job,
whines through the nose an indirect
praise of his paymasters, the Senators,
falsely giving them credit for a broad-
ness of statesmanship that is wholly
foreign to them—all to insure the con-
tinnance of the job afore-mentioned.

This Chaplain preaching, these Sen-
ators legislating—what an edifying
sight, illustrative of the “sinking of
local jssues’” by the lackeys of the 'roh-
ber class!

~ CHANGED TOPICS.

The tone of the national conventions
of trnd‘e organizations is audibly chang-
ing. Time was when all that came up
was some address delivered by some
politician full of encomiums on the dig-
nity of labor; an answer by the presi-
dent, replete with vapid phrases,
cowardly assertions of right, idlotic
economic verbiage, and grandiloguent
allusions to the flag; or it was the sober
consideration of some Invitation to
.stand up on the steps of some public
building and be photographed; or it was
the passing of some resolution thank-
ing some brewery firin for its largesses
to the ‘thirsty delegates; or it was the
appointment of some lobbying commit-
tee to give the committeemen a chance
to sell out; or—well, it is unnecessary to
enumerate all the stupid, useless or
rascally subjects that once absorbed the
full time of labor conventions—much
to the ease and comfort of the capitalist
fleecers.  But this, we notice, and say it
with pleasure, is coming to an end.
Within the last few months two labor
organizations not connected with the
S. T. & L. A. sat in convention whose
deliberations had a different sound.

The textile workers met in Phila-
delphis, and there moved that the or-
ganization jolu the Socialist Trade &
Labor Alliance, The motion was de-

.feated, but that {8 of secondary im-

portance. The discussion on a motion
of this pature necessarily had to be con-
ducted on a plane more elevated than
the pure aud simple topics. This fact
was notlceable, and could not be over-
clouded despite the circumstance that a
crook and jailbird, together with a few
more such characters, had been foisted
on the convention by the alarmed labor
fakirs, who knew this motion was to
come up, and were desperate to defeat
it. The presence of such elements not-
withstapding, the convention’s tone was
raisad both during the debate on the
motion and before by anticipation.

The other organization in point s
the United Boot and Shoe Makers. The
out an(d out fakirs either predominate
in that organization or constitute a
numerically strong minority. There Is,
for instance, the slick fakir Murray, the
beauty-spot Goodwin, and some more of
that {lk. There, too, 2 motion was in-
troduced to join the Socialist Trade &
Labor Alllance; it was defeated, but a
motion to concentrate the voting power
of the organization In favor of the abol-
ition of the capitalist system was car-
ried. The discussion of both motions
was virtually a ventilation of the body.
Much nonsense, was, of course, uttered,
but also much sense, and, on the whole,
the convention was decidedly the better
for the debate, ‘

Fakirs and capitalists affect to de-
rive consolation from the defeat of the
motions to join the 8. T. & L. A, They
are welcome to all the consolation they
can draw from the fact. We are satis-
fied they shall have their short-lived
pleasure, if, indeed, they are at all
happy. The progressive element of the
movement, however, enjoys the positive
pleasure of the progiess indicated by
such motions, and are cheered by the
‘still better things that such defeated
motions portend,

POLITICAL and ECONOMIC.

‘The Baltimore, Md., “Granite Cutters’
Journal' has one good eye, but is stone
blind of the owner. What other con-
clusion can be drawn from this passage:

“It is not safe to place too much reli-
ance in the expected good effects of the
tariff Dbill, either as a panacea for
present ills or even relief from them.
All the tariff bills that can be passed
will not add to the amount of money in
circulation; and withput an increase in
the volume of the purchasing power, {t
being already sadly contracted, how can
people buy? This seems to be lost sight
of, although it is the principle method
by which even a tariff bill can be made
fully operative and in any sense a boon
10 the working classes.” i

Its “tariff eye” is all right. That eye
correctly perceives that the tariff, one
way or another, will in no wise improve
the condition of the workers. That eye
plerces through the false claim of cap-
talism g.h,t. if the employer is better
off, his employee will share in his pros-
perity. Low-tariffers and high-tariff-

.

_ers have alternately had their way, and

‘uniformally the wage earnery have lost

"

theirs, hn\\'e come out at the little end

of the horn. A clear perception of all
this is implied in the “Granite Cutters’
Journal's” repudiation of the tarift
question. That eye is sound.

Its “financial eye,” however, is coated
over by a thick cataract, on which -we
shall now attempt to operate. Suppose
“the volume of money is increased, in
what way does It follow that the wage
worker will share in the shower? Say
that all the silver mined can be forth-
with converted into dollars, into whose
pockets will those dollars roll? To
jmagine that the more dollars there are
to roll the more of them will roll into
the workers' pockets is to be blind to a
very important economic fact, to wit,
that the share of wealth that finds its
way into the workers' pockets does not
depend upon the quantity of wealth in
existence, but upon the market price of
Jabor, and that, seeing that machinery
{s steadily displacing labor, the market
price of labor must steadily decline.
There are more trousers. now than
thirty ‘vears ago. Have the workers
more trousers? No; all the increase
falls to the idle capitalist class. The
more money there is all the more money
will the capitaltsts have; the wage
slaves will remain wage slaves, ghtting
an ever smaller share of the wealth they
produce.

When the “Granite Cutters’ Journal”
shall have recovered the use of both its
eyes it will be able to see that what the
worker needs ig the common ownership
of the nation's machinecy of produc-
tion, and that both tariff and money
questions are capitalist issues.

The Cleveland, O., “Citizen” utters a
wrrning, in the shape of a hope, to the
OLlo “roaders” thus:

“It is to be hoped that the Ohio
middle-of-the-roaders will not begin
wasting another dozen years in trying
to bring relief to a conscienceless und
‘bankrupt middle class, but will join the
only labor party in the political arena,
the party that rejects all peace offers
from its enemies—the Socialist Labor
party.”

“Bradstreet’'s,”” a ‘“businessmen’s
organ;" makes a point of It that at the
recent convention of the United Boot

and Shoe Workers, held in Boston:
“*Agnotion to join the Socialist Trade
& Labor Alliance was defeated.”

But it avoids calling the attention of
its patrons to the significance of such
motions and their frequent occurrence
in these days; and it is particularly
careful to keep its patrons in ignorance
of the fact that at the same convention
a motion was made to add the following
clause to the “aims and objects” of the
organization, and that the motion was
carried:

“To control legislation in the interest
of the workers by using our united
voting power for government owner-
ship of industry, which would remove
the flerce competition and establish
production for use instead of for sale,
making each worker a partner in the
undertaking, with a voice and vote on
prices and conditions."”

Can ‘anyone doubt our forecast that,
when the crash comes, it will seem like
a clap of thunder from a clear sky to
the capitalist class, systematically kept
in ignorance by its journals of what is
going on all around it?

The mistaken notion that a change of
human nature is necessary to make a
man a Soclalist is well refuted by the
Johnston, R, 1., “Beacon,” in this terse
summary:

“Self-preservation is nature's law. All
wise people seek to obey it. Struggling
to defy this law brands the one trying
to do 80 a fool If he lives long enough to
be discovered. The workers are there-
fore acquiescing in Socialism because
they choose to dwell with the living'
than to be counted among the dead.”

“Avanti,” the Rome, Italy, organ of
the Italian Socialist Labor party, in a
description of the “Diamond Jubilee”
celebrations wickedly observes:

“At night, the most gorgeously illum-
}na:led building was the Bank of Eng-
and.”

The Maryborough, Queensland, *Pa-
triot” is no utopian visionary, who im-
agines Socialists are to be made by
honeyed words. One of its best run-
ning columns is headed in these words:

“If you are thin-skinned; it you are
hypocritical; if you are a lover of law
and order; if you have respect for the
socléty people; if you are modest don't
read this.”

“F. S. North Fairfield, Me. I received
the “Firebrand” and am much obliged.
Please*continue to send it to me. I will
send six months' subscription soon, I
am a radical Populist and Soclalist. 1
am sick of plute rule, and believe in
throwing the yoke off, by peaceful
means if we can; if not, fight."—Fire-
brand.

“We clip the above from an Anarchist
exchange, “The Firebrand” of Port-
land, Ore. A man who says: “I am a
‘radical 'Populist and Socialist,” and
then accepts an Anarchist paper as an
exponent of his sentiments, leaves no
dodbt that he is in a state of mental
Anarchy,"—San Francisco, Cal., New
Charter. il

Correct, again!

With much wit and biting sarcasm
the New York “Abendblatt,” Jewish
organ of the 8. L. P., remarks:

“Some Socialists claim that it is

THE RUSKIN COLONY: RAS-
ALY,

The “answer,”’ with which the “Com-
Ing Nation" affects to meet our recent
statements upon its condition, reveals,
apart from knavish insolence, such
brazenness in the endeavor to conceal
the truth, and such cruelty in the at-
tempt thereby to lure new victims into
its trap, that we shall now give full
space to the below letter, which comes,
not from such refuses of the -Labor
Movement as the people to whose de-
nunciations of the S. L. P. the “Coming
Nation" crew love to give their ears,

‘but from honorable source.
In publishing this letter, which we.

think merits wide reproduction, we feel
we are fulfilling a sacred duty towards
those who, having still a little money,
may be deceived by the paid and lying
puffs of the Ruskin Colony to hand it
over to the concern in the hope of land-
ing in a safe haven, only to find them-
selves in a worse hell than that they
fled from, plucked, browbeaten and
maltreated by a ring of unconscionable
pirates, who are sailing the waters of
the Social movement under the false
colors of *Socialism.,” Here is the

letter:
RUSKIN, Tenn., July 8th,

To THE PEOPLE:—

Dear Sir—The *“Coming Nation™ of
July the 10th has a reply to the criticism
published in your esteemed paper June
the 20th. The writer, Mr. Edwards,
who, by the way, received his share of
stock for ten weeks' labor, being credit-
ed with $50 a week, says that Ruskin is
run on Socialist principles and is pros-
perous. As a matter of fact the Ruskin
Colony is run the same as any other
money-making scheme started by
swindlers. There is a class here that
rules and a class that is ruled. The
charter mefmbers and a {ow of the new
members, whom they use as tools, are
the rulers. They hold all the offices and
control all the affairs of the colony.
The other members are gimply working
for them. On February last the oppo-
sition to the gang was in the majority,
and defeated several of their schemes.
The result was that they all resigned,
and put in their withdrawal in a body,
23 of them. ‘At the time there was not
a dollar in the treasury and several biils
due, Certain ruin was staring the colony
in the face, and they coerced .enough
members so as to get back in power
again. It has been openly asserted by
some of the “charter members” that
they would rule or ruin,

The “Coming Nation,” by publishing
false and glaring accounts, induce
people to come here, and after they
have paid in their $500 they are forced
to submit to everything or leave with-
ouf their money. Mr. Edwards claims
50,000 readers for the *‘Coming Natlon;”
it has only 18,000 subscribers, and says
we have made every payment on our
land in advance of the time it was due,
but he don't say that the money the
payment was made with was borrowed.
He further says we have ralsed the
asgets of the colony from 28,114 in 1896
to 60,169 in 1897; as a matter of fact,
the assets are less than $8,000. All the
houses stand upon land which is not
paid for, and the only thing of value is
the printing press. Mr. Edwards says
we have paid thousands of dollars in #fe
past two years to withdrawing mem-
bers; very few, if any, have been able
to get their $800 back from the sharks
liere. There are at present [ourteen
withdrawing members on the grounds
anxious to go away but can't get the
money, and two or three more have left,
some over a year ago, and have not
been pald yet.

We started three months ago to build
the Ruskin College: the corner-stone
was laid June the 18th, and Mr. Henry
D. Llayd delivered the address. -Says
Mr. Edwards, the “Coming Nation' has
been asking for donations for the col-
lege for about & year, promising that 25
acres would be deeded by the colony to
the college. Now, the truth is that the
land where the work upon the college
is commenced don't belong to the colony
at all, but the deed to that tract is held
by one L. Justement in his own name;
he is a member, and has held the office
of secretary of the association for three
years. At the time he came here he
claimed to be too poor td pay for the
transportation of his goods, but a year
ago he bought this land for $3,000, and
is now practically King of Ruskin.

Under the corrupt management
Ruskin has had from the beginning It
has never been self-sustaining if there
are not one or two new members taken
in every month. We are at the point of
starvation, although we live on the
poorest food. In fact, for seven or
eight months we have lived on bread,
beans and water, coffee being served
only in the morning. On this diet a
member is allowed to do as much hara
work as he likes, and receives besides
50 cents’ worth of scrip a week as

wages; if his wife works she gets also

50 cents, and for a child he is allowea
29 cents per week. This scrip s good
only at the store, and not good for cash.
Out of this énormous salary a man bas
to buy his clothes and shoes, soap and
everything that.is needed in the house.
If the member is single he gets nothing
but a poor bed to lie on, sometimes as
many as eight and ten being herded
together in one room. If he wants to
read he must buy a lamp; if he wants to
sit down he must buy a chair; if he
wants to wash himself he must buy soap
—and all this out of 50 cents a week.
If a member is a few minutes late to
work he is liable to get docked a couple
of hours; if he should lie off a day he
loses his wages for the day and is
charged 37 cents for board, so he draws
at the end of the week four cents for
five days’ labor. On the other hand, if
one of the ruling class is tired of Ruskin
he simply goes away for a couple of
weeks on business for the colony, gets

sary to join the Debs movement, be-
cause it will in time produce many So-
cialists. According to the reasoning of
such folks it appears that, because the
Debsists may some time become Soclal-
ists, therefore the Socialists should now
become Debsists. What a brilliant logic

that (s

his exp paid and draws his wages.

A short itme ago a son of one of the
members became of age and applied for
membership, willing to work out his
share; but his family was not in favor
with the powers that be, so he was re-
Jected by three or four votes. It takes a
two-thirds vote to elect, AND HE WAS
FORCED TO LEAVE HIS PARENTS

ago the shares of stock of two members
were sold by a constable for some debt
they had contracted before joining the
colony. The association bought THEM
FOR $105. EACH SHARE, AND IN-
FORMED THE UNFORTUNATE
MEMBERS THAT THEY WOULD
HAVE TO LEAVE THE GROUNDS IF
THEY COULD NOT BUY THE

SHARES BACK AT THEIR FULL |

VALUE, $500 A SHARE. This is a
sample of Ruskin Socialism.

Myself and two other members being |

thoroughly disgusted trying to over-
throw the gang and have Socialism
practised in Ruskin as well as preached,
and seeing no hope to change the exist-
ing order of things, we sent in our with-
drawal; we were willing to take a part
payment and go away, but the only
answer we got was that we could go,
and they would pay us perhaps in two*
or three years. We notified the officers
that we would sue, and applied for a
receiver. For this charges weere pre-
ferred against us, and we got suspended
rom everything—board, fuel, work,
school privileges for the children, and
the houses we live in. By this,action
they thought to drive us frcm the
grounds, but we remained determined
to fight to the end and prevent other
people being victimized the same as we
were. They have not veen able to force
us out of the houses, but we have to buy
our provisions, and thus eat up what
‘little money we have. The trial is set
for August 16th. The association has
up to the present .‘ime spent $300 for
attorneys, having employed three ot
them to fight this case. They have never
claimed that they could win, but they
boast to be able to put the trial back for
three yvears.

In their desperate efforts to keep the
colony afloat and swindle more people,
they have. the colony boomed in the
plutocratic press. E. C. McDowell, of
Nashville, one of the association's at-
torneys, -boomed the colony in the New
York “World"” on June the 13th. The
article is a lie from beginning to end,
and he got paid for writing it. One who
signs himself Harry Lowrie wrote a
long article in the Chicago “Times-
Herald” June the 27th. He was in
Ruskin two days, feasted by the officers
and well guarded, so that we could not
speak to him, and he never spoke to
any member outside the ring. After
reading his ravings about the happi-
ness of life in Ruskin one must think
him a worthy successor of Baroa
Munchhausen, .

1 hope that you can publish some of
these facts in your valuable paper, If
you wish any more information about
Ruskin I will be pleased to answer any
question you may ask. The names of us
three who are suspended are Jacob
Eckelman, Albert Holst and E. G.
Schultz. You may use them if you
wish. Fraternally yours,

ALBERT HOLST,

THE HUSBANDMAN.

YT long to live to see an agri-
cultural  laborvr  strike  for
wages."—Cobden, 1847,

.

Serfs of the soil! Ye sons of toil
And ill-requited labor,

Much have ye each the world to teach
Of love to God and xgtﬂghbur.

Of nature's lore you win mueh store
By study of her phases,

Vicissitudes, and many moods,
And thread her wildering mazes,

The quiet look in “God’s green book™
Intent to mark its pages,

Sees order there, and law, and care,
And takes its happy wages.

Love is your prayer; you gentle are
Towards everything that moveth;
“For, great and small, God made them
all,
And very dearly loveth,”

Through every coast 'tis British boast
His home is each man’'s castle.
Alas! for you, the boast’s not true—
You are the farmer's vassal,
Home! Spare the name! 'Tis very
shame
That labor goes in fetters,
Who follows plough is forced to bow,
Freedom is for his betters.

Sinews and thews God gave to use
That you may earn—a living?

A “starving” say—two bob a day,
E'en that with all your striving.

For that rich wage you must engage
In all to please your master,

Else out of home you needs must come
In four short weeks or faster.

Can home's true bliss, tell me, be his,
Who cannot live securely?

Tenant at will, he is thrall still,
In freedom's land bound surely,

i
When strength grows frall, and blood
runs pale,
And aged locks are hoary,
Holds good the saw in holy law
That gray hairs are your glory?

Ah! penniless, in want and stress, .
You come your state to mention;

A grateful land, with lavish hand,
Rewards you with a pension.

Pension forsooth! 'Tis naked truth,
And sorts with your beginning,
Two bob a day in life’s heyday
You once were hardly winning.

And now at last, when strength is past,
‘What kind consideration!
Five pennies’ worth for your day's

mirth;
Oh! take and thank your nation,

Ye whose limbs yet are sturdy set,
Bethink you of this ending;

Some Ilis there are that men must bear,
But some are not past mending,

Then up and band on every hand,
In serried ranks unite ye;

Let Britain see how wronged ye be,
Britain shall surely right ye.

But, abject, yield your foe the field,
Squire, farmer, bailiff, parson,
No freedom’s day shall glad your way,
Go, slaves, your fetters fasten!
—Clarion.

The recelpt of a sample of
paper is an invitation t% nmumh

I
AND THE COLONY, and this is Social- |
jsm as practised in Ruskin. Two weeks |

i

UNCLE SAN & BROTHER JONATHAN.
Brother Jomathan—Why, hello, o“; ;

hoy! How are you? By the way, Sa
how s that party of vours gett
along? : E

Uncle Sam—Quite well, thank y ¥
and as for the party, that is movl:g‘:}
surely and steadily forward. b

B. J.—It strikes me that you have u'
prominent men connected with yope
party; no well known names of emlneu'
politicians or statesmen. Now, dont .
you think you would get ahead much
faster if you were to endorsc some.of
the candidates of the old parties, thog'
placing them under a sort of obligation *
to you, instead of wasting time, money :
and energy trying to elect a ticket fore-
doomed to defeat? You surely must
acknowledge that there are some good

men in the old parties. You certainly .
would not charge them all with belng
corrupt; and then you must admit that
it 18 a matter of first importance to
elect public officials who are hon
capable and, above all, responsibl
men? ’

U. S.—0Oh, 1 sece! We have no proml: =
nent men in our ranks, eh? You object ©
to us because we have no prominent .
men, eh? No prominent politiclans: no
great statesmen? Do yvou ever read the
papers? Don't you think that men who 8

are prominent enough? You want us
to go ahead faster by going backward.
Time, money and energy wasted, you
say, by fighting for what we want, is ll?é“
(giving B. J. a dig in the ribs) instead of *
fighting for what we don’'t want, simply
because -we are sure to get it (another
dig). You want me to acknowledge
there are good men in the old parties?
Why, who said there weren't? Not I}
your own old parties do that. Publle
officials should be honest, capable, re-
sponsible, did I hear you say? Why,
you jJgnoramus! (dig); you fool! (dig);
you consummate ass! (dig): don't you
know they are ail responsible to the
class they represent? Do you mean to
tel me that {f we endorsed their noml.
nation they would do our work (dig)
against their own class interests? (dig).
B. J.—Don't hit me so hard! Let mé
explain. What I mean is this: It you
were. to endorse their candidates you
could, having placed them under obliga-

some of your demands, get some of the
minor.offices, thus placing some o3 your
“people on the rounds of the political
ladder. Da you catch on?

U. 8. (glving him another dig)—You
mution head idiot! Can you tell me =
what you would gain by that? Didn't. |
some so-called labor men get jobs under
the present “reform” administration
right here in the city? Did that do any
good to the workers in general (dig)?
Do you mean that the appointment to
office of a drunken lout of a labor fakir
has advanced the cause of even pure
and simple trades unlonism (dig)?

B. J—Let go! I-I-1 didn't mean
that,

U. 8.—You voted for Cleveland, didn’t
you (dig)? You kicked yourself after-
ward, didn’'t you (dig)? You next
shouted and voted for McKinley, didn't
you (dig)? Now you are sorry again,
aren’'t you (dig)? You were “success-
ful” every time, weren't you (dig)?
Now you are out at elbows (dig); your
toes peep through your shoes (dig);
you've had to take In a couple of reefs
in your waistband, haven't you (dig)?
And all because you wanted to be on
the “winning side” (dig). Don’t you
think your “victories' rather more ex-
pensive than our “defeats" (dig)?

B, J.—Hold on; don't kill me, I'm In
a hurry. Good-bye. a

U. 8. (grabbing him by the collar}—
Hold on! Not quite zo fagt! You said
honest (dig), capable (dig), prominent
(dig); were not the men you voted for
all that? (shaking Lim).

B. J. (looking sheepish)—I-1-1 th-th—
 thought they were so. 4

U. S. (emphatically)—And so they
were. They are all that you claim for
your ideal, and more, and they are all
that; they make most EFFICIENT,
COMPETENT, RELIABLE, EMINENT,
HONEST SERVANTS OF CAPITAL4
ISM. Do you understand? (shake).

B. J—Y-e-s-8. ! |

U. S.—Now, go home and put some
glycerine on the blue spots with which
I have ornamented -you. And as you
rub up each sore spot say to yourself:
“This represents one of my smartnesses
and practical acts at polities.”

GEORGE P. HERRSCHAFT.

/ LETTER BOL

/ oOffhand Answers to Inquirers.

J. H. Nosovitch, Topeka, Kans.—We
know of no political party in the United
States named the “Social Democratic
party,” or the “Social Democracy.” We =
have heard the name of
Democracy” in this country
appllegl to Mr. Debs' plan,
is  to ‘“give immediate
by colonizing a State,
guished from

only
which
relief”

relief only 17,336 years hence. The “S80-
clal Democracy” we know of, this Debs
plan, is an Utopian scheme, all the more
utopian, and therefore bound to go to
smash, because it is built upon the fe-
liberate disregard of the class stru
and of the tactics it dictates.

B. W., Fairhaven, Wash.—He jo!
the party last campalgn, since then.
moved from where he lived and Is now
ltx‘xol town where we have no organiss

n.

8. 8., N. Y.—You will find your g

tion forestalled on the editorial page.

make Kings tremble and empires totter

tions to you, demand recognition for |

“Social |

as distin- )
the Soclalist Labor
party which, it is claimed, would give [
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~ |MPORTANT FACTS.

* Rieited by the Brayings of a Parson
e and a Whippersnapper,
A few Sundays ago the Rev, Wood-

' man Hypocrite Bradbury, of Worcester,

Mass.. made from the pulpit of -the
Baptist Church in that city an attack
upon Socialism. As a matter of course,
wide l\llb"(‘ll_\‘ was given by the local
plutocratic organ, the “Worcester Spy,”
10 his reiteration of the-stale absurdity
that “the Soclalists are in for a grand
divigion of the wealth of the Vander-
biits, Gonlds and other frugal persons
who, by practising economy, accum-
\
ulated their present possessions.” The
Worcester Comrades promptly chal-
Jenged the Rev. Hypocrite to a public
debate, but the latter not less promptly
declined to be thus forced into making
o plainer show of his long ears and
cloven foot. Thereupon appeared inthe
Worcester “Spy”’ a lengthy article from
the Jjuvenile pen of a certain Albert
Jgnoramus Gray, who is apparcatly a
wardive sprig of the rotten middie class
tree, hut fresh from the Paris Quartier
Latin, where his papa sent him to learn
good manners and otherwise finish his
education. At any rate, the salient
point of his article was that during his
residence in the gayest quarter of the
gay capital he had begn a member ot
a certain Comwmittee of Defense and
Soeinl Progrees, instituted to demon-
strate the remarkable proposition that
Socialism does not, and cannot, indeed,
¢xist in France because there are in
1hat strange land more employers than
cmployees.  As this proposition suffic-
fently partakes ol the nature of the

“Irish bull” to be allowed to pass un<

contradieted, Comrade Sanial, when
 ealled upon from Worcester for & sta-
tistical reply, confined himself to 2
statement of conditions in this country.
After keeping his uarticle (or letter to
Comrade Barr) several days under con-
sideration, the editor of the Worcester
“Spy" wisely concluded that he could
not publish it. A bolder contemporary,
the Worcester “Telegram,” took the
risk of the venture, The facts in the
following extracts, and the form in
which they are presented may prove of
vilue to our readers, Here they are:
Mr, Grav's scientific equipment 18 ob-
viously so light, and you have so thor-
oughly i \
PUNCTURED HIS SOPHOMORIC ESSAY,
that it would be a waste of time to take
further notice of his gliring misstate-
ments and self-contradictions concern-
“ing the principles apd aims of Social-
fsm.  French capitalism must be an
awfully shaky structure {f it needs such

props ag its “'Comité de défense ¢t de |

progrés zockal,” of which he says he was

: a member, and imports defenders from

Worcester. As to the jumble of figures

produced by that gentleman relative to-

the distribution of property and em-
ployments in our sister capitalistic re-
public, it is enough to say that a false
conclusion driawn from incomplete or
aduiterated statysites ig the worst kind

" of untruth. However, if you desire it,

1 shall gladiy later on restore the facts,
from which it will clearly appear that
while the concentration of capital Is not
proceeding in France at the same high
rate as in the Unlte«LSlntc:n. y‘el the

exnctly the same, A

The proletarian or dispossessed class
is increasing rapidly, and it now con-
stitutes an overwhelming majority of
the French population. Hence the
progress of Socialism in all parts of that
country, as shown by the return in 1893
of 62 Socialist members to the French
Parlinment, supplemented last vear by
the i

ELECTION OF SOCIALIET MAJORITIES
in the municipal councils of 29 great
cities, and in the municipal or com-
munal councils of 1,200 towns and rural
communes, Mark that last $ear the
Scelalist vote in France was 1400000,
ag against 690,000 in 1893 and 30,000 in
1885,

But, letting France take care of itself
with or without the aid of Mr. Gray, 1
may properly call attention tb some
facts nearer home, which American cit-
fzens, whether native or foreign born,
will no doubt deem of more immediate
interest to them. In nearly all the great
‘manufacturing industries, the number

_ of establishments is steadily decreasing,

while the capital of each is increasing
enormously. A comparison of the cen-
sus relurns of 1889 and 1890 for 12 lead-
ing branches, representing in the latter
year a capital of more than $3,000,000,
or nearly half the total capital engaged
in manufactures and mechanical trades,
gives the following results:

Capital.

[in millious
of dollurs. |

No.
of establish-
ments,

Todustries. 1550,

Cotton goods.. 1005 905

‘Woolen goods. 2,066 1,454

Carpets ...... 195 173 \

Boots & shoes = 1,950 2,082 43 95

Iron and steel 1005 645 230 3873

‘Machinery .... 8511 9287 280 743

Flour mills ... 24,338 18470 177 208
~ laumber ..... . 28,199 24,681 219 617
BPAper ... . 692 67 46 82

leather ...... 5424 1,596 67 81
i Beer & liquors 3,035 1688 115 263

Shipbuilding . 2,188 1,010 21 53

Totals ..... 78.608 62,568 1,554 3,106

THESE FIGURES ARE IN THEMSELVES

. suggestive of the progress of capitalistic
concentration, although they do-not by
far reveal its full extent. Of the 12
great industries above named, only two,
machinery and footgear, show a siight
Increase in the number of establish-
ments from 1880 to 1880, All the others
ow & marked decrease, The falling
was at the rate of about one estab-
lishmeut every 36 days in cotton goods,
2 establishments per month in woolen
and worsted goods, 3 per month in iron
and steel, 10 per month in shipbullding,
2 per month in lumber mills, 48 per
month in flour mills, ete. : .
In the meantime, however, the aggre-
_gate capital engaged in those industries
almost exactly doubled. Note in par-
ticular the enormous increase of the

* capital engaged in the production of

machinery, for it is the most suggestive

many respects. Under this head 1
have grouped all the branches of the in-
dustry, including agricultural imple-
ments, and [ find that with a working
Aforce about 50 per cent. greater than in
1880, the product of machine shops in
3890 nearly doubled in value and more

‘of farms is steadily decreasing in the

‘that retired in time to escape bank-

than five years to wipe out of existence

than trebled in quantity, machines
being now more and more used instead
of skilled labor in the making of other
machines, . :

Take also into consideration the
greater efficiency of the new and im-
proved plants, and you may form an
idea of the rate at which

LABOR 18 BEING DISPLACED
without any provision being made for

its re-employment. In most of the great |
industries above mentioned, and in |

many others, the increage in the num-
ber of hands employved did not keep

pace with the increase of population.

For instance, as against an increase of -
25 per cent, in population from 1880 to |
1890, there was an increase of only &
per cent. in the number of persons em-
ployed in iron and steel works, the pro-
duct of which more than doubled; 19
per cent. in cotton millg, 17 per cent. in

woolen and worsted mills, 135 per cent.

inghe manufacture of leather; less than

9 per cent. in flouring mills.

The number of operators in shoe fac-
tories kept pace with the progress of
population, but, on the other hand, the
number of skilled custom work shoe-
makers decreased 26 per cent. By com-
paring the number reported as em-
ployed in the census tables ¢f manu-
factures with the number reported as
shoemakers by trade, in the tables of
oceupations; we find that the average
number of unemployed people depend-
ing upon shoemaking for a living In
the busy year of 1880 was 60,000,

Of course, owing chiefly to the de-
crease or small increage in the number*
of establishments, the average number
of hands employed by each is growing
much more rapidly than the total num- |
ber employed 'in the whole industry. |
For instance, it increased from 184 to
245 per establishment in cotton mills.
from 57 to 68 in woolen and worsied
millg, from 6 to 21 in taunerics. from
140 to 235 in iron mills, and 50 on in
proportion,

All this does not well accord with the
RASH STATEMENT OF SUCH AS ME. GIAY,
that the process of capitalistjc absorp-
tion is on the wane, especially if ac- |
count is taken of the further trustifica- |
tion of industry that has heen ceaseiess-

1y going on since 1890,

Passing to agriculture, what do we
find? The increase in the number of
farms during the ten years under con-
sideration was, in round figures, from
4,008,000 to 4.564,000, or about 11 per’
cent. as against an increase of 25 per
cent, in population.

On> farm in every four waa cultivated
by tepants, who, with thei: families and
the 3,000,000 farm laborers working for
wages, constituted a majority of our
agricultural population. The number

northwestern States, while the rate or
increase in the West is steadily falling.
In New York it was less by 16,000 in
1890 than in 1880, and the rural popula-
tion decreased 60,000, although the area
and diversity of cultivation sensibly in-
creased. Here, again, capitalistic con-
centration is the natural, inevitable re-
sult of the application of muchinery
under the present economic system,

As regards the .enginery of trans-
portation, the facts are so well known
that I need not dwell upon them at any
‘ength. Suffice it to say that according.
to the report of the interstute commerce
vommission for 1895, the latest T huave
now at hand, the railroad mileage of
1 United Statés was in that vear 180,-
M0, two-thirds of it being

OPERATED BY ONLY (€ CORPORATIONS,
which practically controlled also the
remaining third.

Upon the arbitrary will of the few
magnates who govern our railway sys-
tem depends the existence of 00,000
men, The regard which those greart
csaptains of industry entertain for the
life of the humble privates is apparent
from the further fact that from 1888 to |
1895, owing chiefly to their avaricious |
neglect to provide freight cars with
automatic couplers and guard rails, 18,-
J68«railroad employees were killed and
197,826 severely injured. This is a
greater loss of human life and limb than
was suffered by the Unionarmies in the
10 most sanguinary battles of thie Civil
War. /

According to Bradstreet's. there were
last year on an average 1,150,000 firms
and corporations in the United States
and Canada. Of this total number,
which comprised every concern, great
or small, in manufacture, trade, com-
merce, transportation, mining, insur-
ance, banking, etc., 224,000, or nearly 20
per cent either

FAILED OR GAVE Ul' BUSINESS

during the year. Of the 17,300 that
failed, and probably also of the 207,200

ruptey, 80 per cent. had a capital of less |
than $5.000. and 14 per cent. had a cap- |
ital of more than $5,000, but less than
$20,000. At this rate it would take less

every firm in North America having a
capital of less than $20,000, and to con- |
centrate in the hands of a few thousand |
great concerns all the business of this !
continent. |

There are still, however, many people |
who possess a littie property accumu-
lated in better times, chiefly by their
fathers. and who, untaught by the mis-
fortunes of their neighbors, rashly em-
bark with their little all in the rotten
ship of middle class enterprise, thus
filling the gaps made by bankruptey in
the ranks of the mercantile army. = But
this supply of raw material for capital-
istic absorption is necessarily limited,
and the time of its exhaustion cannot be
distant.

Manifestly, then, capitalism is com-
mitting suicide. In its primitive form
of individual capitalism it has already
passed away. In its later form of col-
lective or corporate capitalism it will |
soon find itself with a handful of men

8. L. P, Sections take Notice.

The well-known and inspiring song,
written by comrade Peter E. Burrowes,
of Brooklyn, under 'the title “The
Hand with ‘the Hammer,” has been set
to new and beautiful musfc by the Rus-
sian composer Platon Brounoff, and can
now be had at the Labor News Co., 64
East Fourth street, New York.

The price for single copies is 10 cents,
but a liberal discount will be given to
dealers, encouraging them to push the
sale of the song.

No section of the party should fail
to form a chorus and sing this song
at their public meetings and other pub-
lic demonstrations.

: THe LABOR NEWS CO. |

East 4th street, N. Y.
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! tune, or that they
| further toward the truth. Their readers,

| conformed with
! thousands

i ing at all.

WASTED ENERGIES.

The Heavy Responaib for Suffering
that Rests on the ulders of
‘‘Reformers.”

POLK, Pa.,, June 23--Meeting. a
traveling “‘brother” of the Co-operative

| Commonwealth recently, who, however,

{s progressing too rapidly to remain onc
leng, turned my attention to the vast

! amount of wasted energy and unprofit- |
| able discontent that half truth “reform-

ers” are responsible for, who, with the.
opportunities at their hand, could have

| enlightened those whom they came in
| contact with by teaching the truths of

Socialism as they haye been demon-
strated by the world's researches and
experience, instead cof trying to “do
something origiral.” The majority of
my Socialist acquaintances, as well as
myself, have, unfortunateiy, heen
through the various alleged social pan-
aceas before we found out what we

might have learned at the first had we |

heard the truth then, ingtead of the pre-
vailing noise.

vailing notion
Co-

Greenbackism, Labor Exchange,

operative Store, Co-operative Colony. |

Free Silver and direct legislationisms
not to speak of the various side lights
too numerous to mention, in order to

reach Socialism: and, indeed, at first |
{ blush it does seem that the political

regeneration works something like con-
tagious diseases among children, and
that one has to be canght as soon as the
last one is cured until there remains no
more to catch. Bnut it is far from true
that such a procedure is necessary.
I'irst, there must be a large element
in our population who have perforce
realized that their right to life, liberty
and pursuit of happiness lies locked up

in the safe, engrossed on the parch-4

ment of the Declaration éf Independ-
ance, and hence are in a frame of mind

to “do something.” Their ignorance of |
what has been done, or at least tried by '

people in a similar condition, and their
ignorance of the laws which underlie

all  social-economic  movements  or
phenomena, is the real thing to he de-
plored, and the one thing needed is men -
who have found this out, who are will-
ing to teach the truth only, and are not
so anxious to “assemble a multitude.”
At a man who has heard of -nothing
nearer the truth-than any of these half-
way befuddlements, no offense can be
taken. But a man who knows better,
vet to be harmonious and to feel strong
in a large crowd sinks his convictions
in the hope that such procedure will
*lead on a little nearer,” is a man who
ought to go somewhere and do penatee
awhile. The large following of these
false teachers (for a while) ig no argu-
ment that their teachings were oppor-
lead _the puplls

their,  hearers and their followers
only felt the nead of o change frouie
where they are defrauded and oppressed
to somewhere where they could receive
their own, and naturally gladly heard
the first to come along whose teachings
their desires. That
of such finally ‘“saw
through” Coxyism, who got disgusted
with exchanging their commodities by
means of certificates, when they haa
no commodities to exchange or no ade-
quate tools to produce their work, or no
capital to produce such; who got dis-
gusted with Populism's halt for rein-

| forcements last fall, and vet would not
| consent to lie flat—all this is nothing

to recommend thé ‘‘evolutionary
powers™ of such abortive movements.
Those who did not suecumb got on as
well as they did in spite of such move-
ments, and to-day are worn and wearied
by their ignis fatuus experience. How
men possessed of the Intelligence, that
s0 many of these victims undoubtedly
posgess, could reconcile the many and
conflicting ideas contained in such
movements, and how they failed to see
in so many instances that by following
out the reasoning laid down in such
“platforms” they would demolish some
other and prominent part of the same,
is more than I can see, unless they, like
myself, when so situated, were so
anxious to gather a large crowd, and in

doing so had made the “platform” so |

broad that opposing elements with con-

flicting interests found place on it, and, 3

that being the case, no scrutiny ol one's
own position or any criticism of any-
thing connected with the "movement”
would be thought of without being con-
fronted with the spectre of offended
withdrawing members, or, if the ball

| once got opened, a general collapse and
. smash up.

What a pity for all that the Tennls
Court Oath of the French Revolution
was unknown to them! What must be
the credulity, of the readers of such
papers who fail to see anything wrong
with the conflicting teachings issued iu
each number, The first page, full ot
diluted, whitewashed, Anarchist-Com-
munist teachings, or rather criticisms
on the “tyranny” of Socialism as the
S. L. P. teaches it, or rather, as they
say it teaches it—and such propaganda,
too, to forward a colonization move-
ment whose foundation is capitalism,
having incorporated shares of stock,
wages, sale of commodities, etc., ana
whose propaganda on the next page

i advocates the Initiative and referendum

after “showing up” the futility of vot-
One place we will see them
reprinting Krapotkin's “Essay to the
Young,” apparently with the intention
of soothing that wing of the readers, at
the same time carefully omitting to re-
publish his “Wages System' or “An-
archist Morality,” which would be
“dead pizen' to the “Labor Exchange."
“Initiative and Referendum" or “The
Labor Church” element in the melange.
Or again, read the able article some
time ago in the “Coming Nation,” witn
illustrations showing with diagram as .
well as figures and words, the condition
of the expiring middle class, the puffea
out.and still swelling condition of the
‘capitalist class, and the poor, measly
little 5 per cent. wealth of the numerous
und active working class, fringed at the
bottom with the large -and increasing
class of paupers absolutg—all showing

VTR -

It seems to be the pre- |
that one must evolve |
from a mild reformer through Coxyism, |

v
at a glance the real condition of affairs.
Then to see the balance of the paper
devoted to a scheme where this selr-
i:same poverty-siricken class, by means
of their 10c, 2 month and their “‘labor”
are going to reproduce for their own
‘emancipation the means of production
to enable them to compete with capital-
ism. or sometimes they say to “ignore
capitalism,” once having their means of
independence. Just think of it! Three
Vears of incessant agitation, financial
help. of as high as 60000 discontents at
a time, and less than 200 people
i actively engaged in this miraculous “re-
| production.” Why, when these few, by

their labor, after having in a primitive
| way produced the requisites for an
i exigtence of self denial, have produced

their mite in the world's array of pro-
| ductive forces, the millions of toiling
| men, women, children animals and
{ marching with the science, natural re-
; sources, tools, machinery and all legal
! and social forces at their command, are
increasing the power of the capitalists
at such a rate that. the longer this
monkey business is kept up the worse
|-defeated its participants are: as though
'l a2 boy with a hand cart were running a
{ race with a “flver'" express—the longer
the race lasted the worse beaten would
i be the hand cart.

The capitalist papers are getting a
good deal of satisfaction out of the
definite declaration that free silver is a
| dead issue, and predict thaj both for
{ this commendable  siateme and the
statement that the professional So-
cialists, who are afraid that the un-
employed will be removed from the
“beer centres' of the country, will win
i for the Debs movement a great deal ot
support -which it would not otherwise
i receive. This capltalist press seems to
! think that it is a good thing, except the
| foolish Utopian® Socialist features,
. which, however, can by Its nature

amount to nothing, and hopes that it

will relieve the overcrowded trade
| centres of some of their unemployed.
{ I "economic conditions drove the

farmer, his sons and daughters to tne
{ cities, with more to follow, who, after
| being beaten in the economic battle on
 the farm, and having hope enough left

at Jeast to go to the city, instead of
| being carted off to the nearest poor-
house, and who, after engaging in the
| city economic battle and getting de-
! feated again, join hands with others
also on the run, who have not had even
a country experience, and therefore are
totally unfitted to engage in a battle on
such unfamiliar grounds, where then
! lies a reasonable hope that to-morrow,
| in face of still harder conditions than
existed yesterday. these hopeless “lleers
from economic hattles” will fight better
than they did when they had an easicer
fight? Bah! this prattle about reHeving
overcrowded trade centres sickens oneg
| Having noted the result of all from the
i Brook Farm to the latest, including
: many land schemes, it shows up plain
{ that the whole batch together flatly
i fajled to do as much good as the old-
time tried soup house,
i  Even to grant that such cclonies were
¢ tolerably successful, what would you
; think that would be to people whose
‘higher feelings" cause them to reject
the “narrow” materlalistic Socialist La-
bor party and its kind in Europe, whose
desire to “‘relieve suffering humanity
wherever found" are so great that they
Lope to have capitalist and laborer all
! to see the error of their ways and “re-
*form,” "when only a few hundred aof
theee who are able to put up the stuff
for their share of stock .could be
benefited? Yet they fail to admt® that
it is the DUTY OF ALL SOCIALISTS
TO VOTE SOCIALISM on election day,
2s though to refrain from doing so
would in any way better any one ex-
cept the capitalist, who to-day owes all
he has to the votes of the proletariat,
that legalizes and perpetuates and pro-
tects his ownership of the means of
production, and thereby his power to
rob and wax fat, thanks to such Social-
ists and their other hand—the labor
fakir.

Workmen, drop all this and COME
WHERE YOU BELONG!

0. N. E. LACKALL.

Books that Ought to Be Read.

The following books can be obtained
by malling price and gne-tenth of price
for postage, to the New York Labor
News Co., 64 East Pourth street, New
York City. Send for full catalogue.

“The Condition of the Working

|

|

f

{ Class in England, 1844."—By
i Fredrick Engels......ccovvve0e 8l
|

“Capital,”—By Carl Marx.—An ex-
haustive dissertation on political
economy from the most advanced

and sclentific standpoint. Bound. 2 00
BRDeE e s e meskae 1 20
“Co-operative Commonwealth.”— |
An Exposition of Socialism, by
Laurence Gronlund ............ 50
“Socialism vs. Tax Reform.”—By
Laurence Gronlund ............ 10
“Socialism.”—By Willlam Scholl
McClure Ui oo il iaiitece 119
“A Traveler from Altruria.,”—By
William Dean Howells. Cloth... 1 fio
Paper L S st s s sl 109
“Merrie « England.” — By Robert ¥
Blatehford . .veiessivassacsosse 19
“The Fablan Essays.”—By H. G.
Wilshire.  PRDET .s»ssvascvsssss 2B
“French and German Socialism."—
By Prof. Richard T. Ely........ 2§
“Six Centuries of Work aud
Wages.”"—By J. E. Thorold Rog-
(e CRET Loge GGi ab CHIRIAERRS |
“Quintessence of Socialism.”—By
du) i ST TV Pt | %

“Reform or Revolution.”—By Dan-

fel/De Lol ... it scvidassinaai O
“The Evolation of Property.”—By

“Heterodox Economies vs. Or-
thodox Profits—By Henry B. .
Ashplant

“Patriotism and Soclalism.""—By
G. B. Benham..... i caeesasns 5

“Anclent Society."—By Prof. Lew-

i Morgan. Lo i i 4 00

“National Party Platforms from

1798 to 1896.'—By J. H.

12

Erederick: ol s sty 2
“Philosophy of Wage-Slaves.—By
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A SIGHFIGANT EPISODE

MINNEAPOLIS, * Minn., July 10—
With the growth of the Socialist Labor
party in this city there commenced to
crop up from different layers of society
all shades of reformers. who like to
siyle themselves  “Socialists.” A
“Social Science Club™ has been formed,
which meets weekly in one of the mn.st
fashionable churches, where professors,
teachers, Catholic and Protestant min-
isters, silver cranks and single taxers,
political wire-pullers and labor fakirs,
ete., vome to “diséuss the social prob-
lem.” It attracts also a good number
from the fashionable quarters, who
leave their coachmen to wait outside
and themselves go in to teach “solu-
tion.” To discuss sotial questions has
now become a fad. But since the topic
of the day is Socialism, and without
the presence of the Socialists, these
meetings are of little effect; the mem-
bers of the party have been invited to
take part in the We
availed ourselves of the opportunity, It
seems, however, that our presence
begun to annoy them. They are taken
by surprise—such aggressive, open and
fearless talk as our Comrades *hold
within the wals of the Plyvmouth
Church has never been heard before by
the majority of those who come there.

Last ;\lumln_\'. June 28th, the subject
for discussion was “Socialism,” a
synopsis of Prof. Ely's “Socialism and
Social Reform,” which was treated by
Prof. W. Dobbin, Populist editor. The
audience was the largest cver as-
gembled there, some four or five hun-
dred seats were taken up. The speaker
found fault with the Socialists “of a
certain school,” who make of Socialism
a class question: these he called “nar-
row and exclusive.” “The working
people should extend their brotherly
hand of help to the professional. in-
telligent middle class, to the man of
letters,” and much more of this sort.

After a half a dozen ministers had
expressed their objections to or sym-
pathies with Socialism, Dr. A. Hirsch-
fleld opened the fire with a criticism of
Ely's work, whom he considered more
dangerous an enemy to Socialism than

discussions.

an open opponent because of the
anthor's apparent tendencies towards
so-called  Socialistic  reforms, Tom

Lucas followed, and got the aundience
on his side by a scathing reply to a min-
ister who feared that his “individual-
jsm' might suffer unmeasurably under
Socialism, Ten minutes were left to
the closing of the meeting, when Com-
rade G. B. Leonard arose and demanded
the floor. 'Prof. Tolwell, of the State
University, was also recognized by the
chair, and our Comrade then yielded the
floor to the professor. The latter
treated Socialism as a Utopia, Comrade
Leonard followed. He said in sub-
stance: - e

“1 am surprised to see a teacher in %
public institution of high standing, a
professor of political economy in the
State. University, appear before this
audience and manifest such ignorance
about so important a subject, anggnor-
ance that would be inexcusable even in
one who is only slightly acgualuted
with the tenets of mo:dern Socialism.
The professor says that it iz a pleasant
thing to read Plato's “Republic,” Tom
Moore's  “Utopia,” and Bellamy's
“Looking Backwards, 1 agree as to
that. But what have they to do with
Socialism? I presume that the pro-
fessor is acquainted with the works of
Marx and Engels, and if he is, he must
know that modern Soclallsm is more
than a Utopla. What is it then? So-
cialism can be considered in three
aspects: First—Socialism as a philos-
ophic system of interpretation of social
phenomena; second—Soclalism as a
social system, as a system of economic
relations of men to each other, which
necessarily and inevitably must take
place with the fall of the present cap-
jtalist era; and third—Socialism 2s o
movement,

As to the first, Soclalism claims to
have established three cardinal prin-
ciples: .

First—The matarialist conception of
history. It recognizes that all changes
which have taken place in our political
institutions, our moral and intellectual
conceptions and religlous observations,
in our ideas of ggod and bad, just and
unjust, right and wrong, moral and im-
moral,are all to be traced to the changes
in the economic substrata underlying
them all, which has as inflexible laws
of evolution as everything else in
nature.

Its second principle is the theory of
the class struggle. The history of man-
kind since the beginning of civilization,
the history of the last three or four
thousand years, behind which there is a
long period of primitive Communism,
that in many respects would niake our
boasted civilization blush with shame,
is a history of dlass struggles, a history
of the rise and fall of classes parallel to
and resulting from the changes In the
forms and methods of production. The
government, the political state of
ancient, mediaeval and present days hxs
been a weapon in the hands of the op-
pressing class to keep established cou-
ditions untouched in the name of “Law
and Order,” a club which drops with
full force upon the heads of the op-
pressed every time they attempt to re-
sist any encroachment upon their
rights. The governments of to-day,
whether absolute monarchies, constitu-
tionai kingdoms or i1epublican, are no
more than capitalist institutious, for
the protection of private capitalist prop-
erty, STOLEN from the wage working
clase, as demonstrated to you to-day by
Dr. Hirschfield, and it is for the wrench-
ing of this weapon from the hands ot
the capitalist class that the Socialist
Labor party has heen organized, and it
is in that direction that our efforts are
first pushed. The speaker of the even-

‘ing is guilty of a misrepresentation

when he stated that Social Democracy
in Germany had different aims from
those of Socialism in this country be-
cause of the differepce in the political
structure in the respective countries.
The third principle of Socialisn is
the theory of surplus value, Under the
capitalist system the means of produc-
tion have become so extensive that the

- ailie

majority of the people are excluded
from their ownership, and, conse-
quently, are forced to hire themselves .
out. In so doing, they sell thelr mus-
culser or mental powers, or both, for
which a wage is given them, which rep-
resents the value of that' commodity.
The value of all commodities is meas-
ured by the average soclal time neces-
sary to produce or reproduce them. To
reproduce labor power, a certain
amount of food, clothing, shelter, and
say some little comfort, are necessary.
Now, all these things can be produced
in much less time than the wage-worker
is compelled to work for his wage,
which actually represents that amount
of necessaries of life. The surplus of
edach day's labor goes to the owner of
the tools and machinery. - Thus, under
a system of hire, under the wages
system, the wage-workers, and when I
say wage-worker I mean the dirt
shoveller as well as the civil engineer,
the shoemaker as well as the college
professor, does not get the full value ot
the prodyct of his labor. The surplus
above the¢ means of existence which the
capitalist appropriates is called surplus
value. You will thus understand why
the Socialist demands the abolition of
private ownership in the means of pro-
duction., § A

As to Soclalism as an economic¢ cate-
gory, in ghort, it consists in the common
ownership of the means of productipn
and distribution and their operation
for the benefit of all with all political
moral conmomitants resulting there-
from we are alive in alms and methods.
As a movement Socialism is a riddle for
some, an ominous Sphynx for others, a
threat to thrones and to capitalist so-
clety everywhere. As such it is the re-.
volt of the working class against the
injustices of the present syvstem. It is
purely a working class movement, And
the fact that you, the fashionable so-
ciety of this city, are gathering here to
discuss the great problems of to-day I«
a reflection of the fear which the spectre
of the ever increasing growth of the
Socialist Labor party is creating in
vour midst. . The speaker of the even-
ing calls us “narrow and exclusive.” If
he intended to use these words ag o
condemnation we shall take it a8 o com-
pliment, Yes, we are “narrow,” we are
vexclusive™—if  strict  adherence o
sclentific principles may be so called.
And until you overthrow those prin-
ciples and prove to us that we are in
the wrong, we shall not abandon them,
and shall continue the policy we have
pursued. . Prof. Dobbin appeals to the
working people to join hands with the
great middle class.  Let me ask him
where was this great middle clags when
the interests of 1bor were on trial with
those of capital? Were they on the side
of labor? No. Does thelr cowardice
and servility in the past justify our con-
fidence in the brotherly hand of the
“intelligent” middle class, of the pro-
fessional man and man of letters in the
future? The curse of the working
people lay in their over-confidence In
and servility to that great middle class,
to the opinions of the so-called “‘so-
clety” or “fashionable respectability.”
whose insignia are the frock and silk
hat, the rich bonnet and professional
title, But things are changing. The
workingman begins to have contempt
for that soclety, and rightly so, and
when we see gentlemen In the frock
appearing befare us to-night and telling
ug that they are in sympathy with So-
cialism in some respects, but And fault -
with it in others, we consider It as a
Iruitless attempt to stave off or mis-
direct ghe rising tide,

The Yevolution has commenced, it I8
aliye In our own midst, it is marching
onward Irreg'stibly without = you,
gentlemen, proicssgors and literary men,
and in spite of you, It is for you to see
that this revolution Is accomplished
with the least hloodshed possible, So-
cialism, professor, will then be no more
a dream, a utopla, but a reality, an
established fact, and “Peace on earth,
and good will to men” will not be an
empty word on the lips of the preacher
and politician, but an element permeat-
ing every fibre of the Soclalist Common-
wealth that must inevitably take the
place of the self-destroying systern of
to-day."

This closed the meeting.

The force and earnestness with which
the words were spoken by the Comrade
left a strong Impression upon the
audience, which applauded him all
through his speech.

The chairman, a minister, felt greatly
embarrased by the iInterest of the
audience, and their frequent applause
seemed to have restrained him from
calling Comrade Leonard short ana
calling him to time,

Prof. Folwell was heard apparently
apologizing before the Comrades who
spoke, and saying, “You Soclalists have
a great field to work on when you ip-
troduce your theory of values”’

This may furnish the reason why he
falled to touch on the question that
evening.

Wants No Compromise with Hell,

Let me say a few words about the
meritorious PEOPLE,

I have been a subscriber to the “Na-
tionalist” in its time, and also to Edw.
Bellamy's dorelict “New Natlon.!

The compromising, half-friendly,
half-hostile attitude of these publica-
tions toward the hellish competitive
gystem and its mainstays, rendered
them unfit 43 beacons of our emancipa-
tion, as they promised to be. Resull:
A speedy decadence, and a stil! more
speedy consignment to antiquity. Have
also been a subscriber to the PEOPLE
since its start. 1 instinctively feel that
its’ language is perféctly correct, its
severity none too severe. We aré o~
day living In a veritable hell. We
don’t want any compromises with the
advocates of this hell. We don't want
any palliative measures that may be
deviged for the purpose of resuscitating
the old institution at each application.
We want the co-operative common-
wealth, ENTIRE AND COMPLETE.
All efforts aiming directly for the goal,
‘gently pushing aside all involuntary ob-
stacles, vehemently flf aslde tie
_voluntary ones, are the Tts deserv-
ing our best support and approbation.
Such work THE PEOPLE is doing. May
it never relax in vigor till the burden
of the battle ig fought.—Fraternally, '
0. KO?M .

Fall Creek, Wis., July 5,

The receipt of & sample copy of this
paper is aa Invitation o subscribe.
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PARTY NEWS.

Actiyity of Militant Sorialists East, West,
: North and South,

SOCIALIST iABOR PARTY.
. EXECPTIVE COMMITTER- Secretury
x‘.’l‘l‘:;:; ;‘u‘hl‘-. I8l E strees, N Y.

NATIONAL BOARD OF AFPEALS- Seeretary M.
e 3 Huages, 10 Chwplain St l_'luu-l:uu‘, 0

Nationa! Executive Committee.
At the meeting held July IIJ!h Com-

rade Hennett was in the chair.  The
firancial report for the week ending
July 10th showed recoipts $ (0, ex-
penditiures $117.75, deficit $102.55,

The leaflet on the attitude of the

party toward trade nnions is mjdnzml
printed.  The New Charter I'nhlu«lu'ng
Association of San Francisco snbmits
jts donstitntion and by-laws for ap-
proval, and the secretafy is instructed
10 point ont some clauses that the com-
mittee desire to have inserted,  The
compoger of the song “On the First of
May,” - Platon  Brounoff, offercd  sakd
song to the Executive Commiitee, in-
cluding, besides S0 printed copies, the
copyright and plates. The song is to
be gold for the benefit of the DAILY
PEOPLE  Fund. The olfer was ac-
cepted with thanks.

At the suggestion of the Irish Soviui-
ist Republican party, as transmitied hy
M. D, Fitzgerald, it is resolved to re-
print the pamphlet, “Erin’s Hope” by
James Connolly, with an appendix by
the National Execntive Commitice, con-
taining a ecall upon Irish-American
workingmen.

Section Cincinpati  (Amer.). reports
the expulsion of Rubin Sholomov.

New Sections have heen formed in
Houston, Tex.; Dballas, Tex.; Mount
Carmel. Pa.; Shenandoah, Pac: Atlanta,
Ga. 1. A. MALKIEL, Rec. Sec.

New York.

The City Convention of the Socialist
Labor Party of New York City, to nom-
inate candidates for Mayor, Comptroller
and President of Council, will take
place place on Saturday, July 17th, 8
P.M., at the Labor Lyceum, Gi East
Fourth street. The delegates to the

Convention must not fail to bring their

, credentiuls with them, -
L. ABELSON,

Organizer, Soclalist Labor Party

of Greater New York.

NEW YORK CITY, Branch I, (Amer-
ican) at its last regular meeting ré-
ceived the report of the procecdings of
the. Greater New York General Com-
wittee and emphatically endorsed its
vigorous action taken in regard to the
accused disetricts as fully  justifiable
and appropriate.

JULIUS HAMMER, Sec'y.

The reorganization of the Fourth As- .

sembly District, Section Gregder New
York, S. L. P., togk place on Friday,
July 9th, 8 P.M,, at the Labor Lyceum,
64 East Fourth street, with Comrade
L. Abelson in the chair. The meeting
was very well atténded,  The first order
of buginess was the election of officers,
which resulted as follows: Recording
and Corresponding Secretary, Comrade
8. Berlin; Finuncial Secretary, 8,
+ Schlessinger, A committee of 1wo were
elected to secure a permanent meeting
place in the Fourth Assembly Distriet
und to notify members through party
organs when and where the next meet-
Ing takes place. It was further decided
to hold a primary meeting to eleet del-
egates to the City Convention which
takes place at the Labar Lycenm, 64 K,
Fourth street, on Saturday, July 17th,
at 8 .M. 35 loyal Socialists enrolled
their names on the bouks. The district
will be in excellent working order in a
few weeks. i

The reorganization of the Bighth As-
sembly Distriet, Section Greater New
York, 8. L. P. took place
Saturday, July 10th, 7 P. M., at
the Labor Lyceum, 64 BEast Fourth
street, with Comrade T. Hickey in
the chair.  The meeting was well at-
tended.  About 20 members  enrolled,
The following officers were elected:
Corresponding  and Recording Secret-
ary, Comrade N. Drusher: Finaneial
Secretary, 8. Weinmann., A committee
wis elected to secure a hall in the 8th
Distriet for permanent mecting place,
and 1o notify members by card when
and where the next meeting takes place,
It was also decided to eall a primary
10 efect delegates to the eity convention.
Notice of such primary will be an-
nounced throngh the party press dup-
ing the week. The Recording Secretary
was instructed 1o “ssue a call to all So-
cialists residing in the Eighth Assem-
bly District to envoll in the reorganized
district,  Meeting adjourned,

The Twelfth Assembly District. Sec-
tion Greater New York, 8. L. P., was
reorganized last Saturday, 8 P.M., at
the Labor Lyceum, 64 E. Fourth street.
The meeting was well attended, The
following officers were temporarily
elected: H. Reich, Recording Secret-

- ary, and L. Goldstein, Financial Sec-
retary. A committee was elected to se-
cure a hall in the Twelfth District for
permanent meeting place. It was also
decided to hold a primary meeting dur-
ing the week to eleet delegates to the
City Conventlon on July 17th, The
Recording Secretary was instructed to
issue a call to Bocialists residing in the
Twelfth Assembly District to join the
reorganized district. Meeting adjourncd.

Salling, Sailing. ovo;ﬂ the bounding waves
July 25th, 1897,

NEXT SUNDAY,

18th Assembly District Fishing Excur-
sion Committee.

The necessary arrangements for the
excursion of the Socialist Labor Party
15th Assembly Distriet next Sutiiay are
about completed,

Tickets are now in the hands of all
Assembly Districts. If as yet yon have
not attempted to get yours, make haste,
The tickets are limited.  We will give
you o splendid excuarsion, with sweet
musie, and a mess of fish if you get any
hites, The proceeds will go to the dis-
triet’s campaign fund. Will yon be with
us? It promiges to be the most
pleasaut excursion this season.  Yon
may cateh a dollar’s worth of fish!

i 1
There will be plenty of tackie, bait, |

and last, but not least, refreshments on
hoard,

Pennsylvania.
PHILADELPHIA, Pa., July 12.—The

Jewish  Branch @ Section Philadelphia

was organized on July 6th at 518 Sonth

3d street. Twelve members were en-
rolled at the first meeting. The pros-
peets are that this will hecome a strong
pranch of loyal Socialists,

LEONARD FISH, Organizer.

T See. Philadelphia, S. 1., P.

VIRGINIA.
State Convention of the S L. P.

For Governor:
JoAQUANTZ,

IPor Lientenant-Governor:
R. J. MAYCUMBER.

RICHMOND, Va., July 4. Pursnant
to eall, the State Convention of the
Socialist Labor party of Virginia met on
July 4, at 11 a. m, Comrade Schultz was
elected chairman. This Comrade stated
that Section Fredericksburg had been
duly notified of the meeting, but none.
of her delegates was present; they
would probably be on hand Monday.

Comrades Rudolph and Blersch were
appointed a Committee on Credentials,

The credentinls of the delegates from
Newport News and Richmond Sections
were examined and found to be correct,

On motion, the reading of minutes of
previous State Convention was deferred
till the &th.

The same was done with the report of

State Committee, .

The report of the Press Committee
was presented by Comrade Schultz, sec-
retary-treasurer. It showeid $12.55 due
the publisher, which he cut down to $10.

Comrade Rudolph spoke to the ques-

tion in support of the report.

Comrade Blersch moved the accept-
ance of the report of Press Committee.
Adopted.

On motion, the selection of a Press
Committee was referred to the State
Committee.

Cemrades Blersch and Rudolph were
selected to audit the hooks. The selec-
tion of an Agitation Committee was
left to State Committec.

Comrades Schultz and Rudolph were
selected as the Committee on Resolu-
tions.

Section Richmond presented a sug-
gestion to make arrangements, through
the Press Committee, for the printing
of campaign articles in THE PEOPLE,
and the distribution for four weeks of
1000 copies in the State, The matter
was, on motion, placed ‘in the hands of
the Press Committes with full pawer to
aet,

After consideration, it was decided to
elect o Board of Appeals, it heing the
sense of the convention that  all  de-
cisous of Sections or State Committee
appealed from ean be ¢éarried to the
National Boards of Appeals,

Nominations for State officers were

deferved to the Hth, X

Comrades  Schultz,  Rudolph  and
Blersch were selected a committee to
draft State platform, with instructions
to invite the co-operation. of the State
Committee,

Adjourned to Monday, the hth, at 9.30
@ m,

On July 5, at 9:20 a. m., the State Con-
vention of the S0 L. P met, pursuant to
adjournment on the 4th.

Delegates R, T. Mayeumber and R, T.
Dunn, of Section Fredericksburg, pre-
sented their credentials: these were ex-
amined and approved.

Cemrade Maycumber was called to
the chair,

The minutes of last vear's convention
were read and approved; also the min-
utes of the previous day's ‘session.

On motion, Secretary Maycumber was
requested to present a report for State
Committtee, which he did verbally.
Accepted. !

The secretary of the State Committee
read his report on the <ondition and
progress of the party in the State. Ac-
cepted.

Comrade Schultz repo ~ted progress in
Richmond.

Comrade Rudolph reported progress
also in Newport News, i

Comrade Dunn made a favorable re-
port for Fredericksburg.

All these reports incicate a great and
substantial growth of our party in the
near future.

The books of the financial secretary
and treasurer were turned over to the
Auditing Committee.

The report of Committee on Agitation
was passed by, the delegates’ reports
covering the ground. !

Comrades J. J. Quentz and R. T. May-
cumbér were unaninwously nominated
for Governor and Lieutenant-Governor

ey

All the old Salts in the Party are prophesying a big Hau!!
Don't you wan't to astonish your wife or girl with a mess of 2atable fish? Allthis

Gt your ticket now or yoit wa
y e treat

TICKETS for sale by all menibers,

fun for only omne dellar.

be on the shore singing: *Goon ny, ONEY, I'M—LEFT. '
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SUNDAY, July 25th.

At 60
Fier », at aiay “han.
SUNDAY, July 25th.
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HEXT SUNDAY.

respectively. No nomination was made
for Attorney-General, .

The Auditing Committee reported the

secretary’'s and treasurer’s books as
heing correct.  Accepted,

A rising vote of respect was tendered
1o the memory of our departed Comrade
Biesen. :

It was resolved that the State Com-
mittee he authorized to call a State Con-
vention when it may deem such action
advisable, subject to approval by a
referentium vote,

The report of the Press Committee
was reconsidered, with its request for
the payment of balance due the pub-
lisher of the Virginia “Socialist™ (§ 5
but reduced to $10), resulting in jts
proval and the ordering of the payment
of snhl*“l out of the funds in the State
treasury  of the party.

The following, from the Committee
on Platform, were adopted without dis-
sent:

A CALL,

We, delegates to the convention of
the Socialist Labor party of Virginia,
earnestly  request onr  fellow  wage
earners to stop, at onee and forever,
fighting in the political ranks of cap-
itulism for capitalism and against your
own interests, Joit with ns in our
efforts to down capitalism and wage-
slayery and help us to establish npon
their rnips the Co-operative Common-
wealth, wherein labor cannot be fleeced
of the product of its toil by its task-
master, eapitalism, for the Co-operative
Commaonwealth could contain  neither
master nor sluve, no starving unem-
ployed nor involuntary idlers or tramps,
nor yet idle parasites who revel in
luxury on the sweat and blood of
starving labor, but would contain one,
intelligent, free and happy humanity,

Do not forget, workingmen of Vir-
ginia, the action of our last Legislature.
When petitioned by the Central Trades
and Labor Council of Richmond to
enact certain laws in favor of the work-
ing ¢lass, what did you get? You asked
for bread, and they gave vou a stone.
Yes, they turned down your petition
with contempt—these hirelings of cap-
ital, whom
Before election they were yvour most
humble servants: afterward they be-
came your masters, You put the saddle
on your own backs and the reins in
their hands, and *thus they are riding
you to death. You were warned by
some as to what would be the result of
your action. But you heeded it not, and
decried your friends as prophets of
evil, calamity howlers, ete, Have you
not had enough sad experience yet to
cause you to take the powers of govern-
ment into your own hands? Huave you
not heen playing see-saw with the old
parties long enough? If not, how long
will you continne to jump out of the
frying pan into the fire amnd vice-versa
at the bidding of capitalism’s most
pliant tool—the politician? Wake up
arf think for yourselves. Remember
Pocahontas, where our Governor, o de-
fender of capitalism, sent troops to
quell a riot that oceurred only in the
cowardly consciences of the cruel cap-
italists, who were grinding the life ont
of their slaves,  He sent them, too, de-
spite the protest of the people of Poca-

hontas,
We would also remind you of the
promises of the Republican party. Al

you had to do was to elect McKinley

and prosperity  would at once plume
herself for a return flight to our
country and our homes. But alas! and
alag!  Prosperity scems o be getting

away farther and farther, and now is
entirely out of sight. Where are your
increased work and increased wages?
Ask of the thousands of unemployed in
Virginia; ask the employees in factories
and rail '8, as well us the clerks ‘and
book-keepers and other wage-slaves,
Theé unswer cqmes every day in the
form of cnts in‘wages from 30 to 50 per
cent,, a-continnous losing of jobs, an
ever increasing army of tramps, in-
creasing misery, murder, suicides and
erime of ‘all kind, and a proportionate
decrease  in American manhood and
virtuous womanhood.

Workingmen of Virginia, we again
call upon you to break the chuaing of
partyism that bind youn to the chariot
wheels of capitalism as slaves. Awake,
and realize that you are no longer free
men, as you foolishly suppose. Yon
cannot work for your living without the
consent of your capitalist master; you
are not allowed to beg, and if you walk
from one place to another in quest of
work you become a tramp and a mem-
ber of a chain gang. Where is your
boasted liberty ? ;

Come, join the Socialist Labor party,
which has never faltered; has not and
never will fuse with any other party.
Her foundation is science and knowl-
edge; her motto is one for all and all for
one—the brothérhood of men in opera-

tion.
PLATFORM.

Recognizing the fact that our public
roads, canals and rivers are in bad con-
dition, we demand that the Legislature
of Virginia take the necessary steps at
the earliest moment to improve them,
and thus give employment to the unem-
ployed at fair wages.

Recognizing the evils that flow from
child labor and its companion, ignor-
ance, we demand the enactment of a
q;ate Iaw prohibiting the employment
of children iunder fourteen years of
age in factories, mills, etc., and also the
enactment of & law requiring the at-
tendance at schoql of all children under
fourteen years of age, and public assist-
ance in meals, books, ete., when neces-
sary.

Belieying that a shortening of the
work day will put more people to work,
we demand a law constituting eight
hours a day's work.

Believing that life and health are
more sacred than property, we demand
their protection by an efficient employ-
ers’ lability law.

Believing in the integrity and hopesty
of the people, we demand for them the
right to propose laws and vote upon all

you elected to serve: you,

THE DAILY PEOPLE

FUND.

- $50,000

Amount Pledged down to July 14th, 1897,

| $4,5305.

9" Pledgers will pleass keep In mind the dates on which
priuted lst, aud remit promptly. 1f any error appears on the list,
ness.

1 ents fall due, as per
g :npr:o,g with equal prompt-

AILY PEOPLE COMMITTEE.
g 184 William St., N. Y.

measures of importance, according to
the initiative and referendum plan,*

Heing opposed to the centralization
of power, we demand the abolition of
the Executive's right to veto measures
enacted by the people or their repre-
sentatives,

Believing that all officers are public
servants, we demand the right to recali

them when they disobey orders or in-

structions,

Knowing from experience and obser-
vation that the voice of justice is very
feeble when cryving for protection for
the poor, we demand that the adminis-
tration of justice be wdministered free
of charge.

Believing in the sacredness of life, we
demand the abolition of capital punish-
ment.

Recognizing the injustice and hard-
ship imposed on the poor by our system
of taxation, we demand that the holders
of property shall be exempt from tax-

ation to the extent of the mortgages
resting upon said property, amd that

the holders of said mortgages be re-
quired to pay tax on them,

Recognizing the present futility of all
strikes by wage-workers against cap-

italist demands, we invite all wage-
sluves into the ranks of the Soecialis:

Labor party, which is pledged to break
down capitalism and erect in its stead
the Co-operative Commonwealth,

Nomirfations being in order, the names
of J. J. Quantz, of Section Richmond,
and R. T. Maycumber, of Section Fred-
ericksburg, were presented for Gover-
nor and Licutenant Governor respec-
tively, and unanimously endorsed.

It was adopted as the sense of the
convention that candidates for the
Legislature be put up wherever pos-
sible.

Comrade Schultz presented a cordial
invitation to all present to attend the
celebration of the first anniversary of
American Section Richmond at the
residence of E. C. Schroeder, West
Broad street, .

Adjourned sine die.

J. J. QUANTZ, Secy.

All the delegates present accepted the
invitation of Section Richmond, and at
once betook themselves to the little red
house beyond the Fair Grounds, where
was had a feast of reason and a flow
of soul. Comrade McTier presided it
this love feast with marked ability.
Beside his address on the present Sec-
tion we had addresses from Comrade
Senweder, on the old German Section:
J. T. Chappell, a friend, on “Socialism
in General;” Comrade Maycumber, on
“The Party's Progress in the Suate;”" A.
B. McCulloch, a friend, on “The Out-
look and Need of Harmony Among the
Different Classes of Socialists;™ J. J.
Quantz, on “The Necessity of Political
Action to Secure the Co-operative (Com-
monwealth.”

Refreshments were served in ®hund-
ance, and we had some excellent yoeal
music,

The Howness of the When-
ness of the Thusness of
the Now.

(Continued from Page 1.)

not allowable for any member, or
beaineh, to belong to, endorse or coun-
tenance any other political body what-
soever. At our meetings we o not dis-
cuss the “howness of the whenness of
the thusness of the now.” Neither do
we disciss “problems” concerning the
minimising of the effects of capitalism,
such as the sex question, anti-vaceina-
tion question, anti-boil-on-neck (ques-
tion, ete. We attend strictly to business,
and the business we attend to is the
building up of the S. L. P., so that the
proletariat  may grasp the politieal
power and abolish capitalism, including
its “problems” such as “sex” and the
other delightful ones you people in Eng-
laud appear to find so valuable with
which to fill up space in vour official
organ,

Socialists in this country are often
told that “Socialism is foreign to the
Anglo-Saxon race and incapable of
growth in said race.” and knowing of
the backwardness of the movement in
Great Britain, we.are desirous of seeing
the comrades in England get down to
business and start a real Socialist party,
which shall have for its motto, “Social-
ism in our time,"” dnd shall proceed on
the prineiple that “those who are not
for us, let them call themselves what
they will, are against us."

Yours fraternally,
N ARTHUR KEEP.

Socialist Weekly and Monthly Publica
. tions.
ENGLISH.

THE PEOPLE, 184 Willlam street, New
York, N. Y. $1 per year.

The New Charter, 35 Turk street, San
Francisco, Cal. $1 per year.

The Syracuse Socialist,—

The Rochester Socialist (Monthly).
: 25 cents per year.

The ' Beacon, Johnston, R. I. (Fort-
nightly). 50 cents per year.

The Socialist Alliance, 79 Dearborn

street, Chicago. 50 cents per year.

GERMAN,

Vorwiirts, 184 Willlam street,” New
+ York, N. Y. $1L50 per year.
Cleveland Volksfreund, 237 Clair street,
Cleveland, Ohio. '$2 per year,

DANISH-NORWEGIAN. -
Arbejderen, €832 Marshfield avenue,
Chicago, Il1l. $1.50 per year. .
SWEDISH.

Arbetaren, 35 and. 37 Frankfort street,
New York, N. Y. $1.60 per year,

POLISH.
Sila, 1146 Broadway, Buffalo, N. Y. §1
per year, . ;

JEWISH,
Arbeiterzeitung, 9 Rutgers street, New
York, N. Y. $1 per year.
HUNGARIAN.

!\'epsmi'n, 236 East 4th street, New
York, N. Y. $1 per year.
ENGLISH AND GERMAN,

The Truth, 514 Wese 3d street, Daven-
port, lowa. §1 per year,

Soclalist Tracts.

Price of the following Tracts and
Party Platfarms $1.50 per thonsand:
1. “What shall we do to be saved?” A

Sermon to workingmen, by Henry
Kuhn,

2. “Socialism.” by William Watkins.

3. “Why American workingmenrshould
Lie Socialiste,” by H. G, Wilshire.

acial Effects of Machinery,” by

FFrank W. Cotton.

5. “Secialism.” Extracts ealled from
Robert Blatehford's “Merrie Eng-
land.”

6. A Plain Statement of Facts,"” by
Hugo Vogt.

7. “Middle Class Municipalization and
the Municipal Programme of  the
Socialist Labor Party.’

8 “The Piatform of the Socialist La-
bor Party”™ (with comments in the
following languages, four pages:
English, German, French. Italian,
Slavish and Jewish,

9, “The Firebrand.” A humorous co-
medy in one act. (Adapted from the
German.) Price 1 cent per copy. 1,000
copies $5.00,

10. “Reform or Revolution,”
Del.eon. & cents & copy.

Send your order to .

New York Labor News Cp.,
64 East 4th street. New York, N. Y.

by Daniel

How to Organize Seclions.

All persons dissatisfied with present
political and economic conditions, and
who believe that the land, water works,
gas works, telephone and  telegraph
lines, the commercial highways on land
and sea, with all their appurtenances
and equipments; all the mills, mines,
factories, machinery, n s of produc-
tion and agencies of distrilmtion, creuat-
ed by the efforts of the laboring class

. through all the centuries of the puast,

ought of right to he nationalized, and
operated for the henelit of collective
humanity, and who are convineed that
the disinheriteq producing class can
and must transform the capitalistic
methods of production and distribution
into a social and co-operative system,
are hereby invited to identify them-
selves with the Socialist Labor Party,
which alone goes to the .root of our
social and economic evils,

1. Any ten

person may organize

themselves into a section, provided they

accept the platform and constitution of
the 8, 1. P, and sever their connection,
absolutely, with all other political par-
ties,
2. OFFICELRS TO ELICT,

1.—Organizer, 5

2 ~—~Recording and corresponding see-
retary. i

J-~Financial Secretary.

4. --Treasurer.

h.—Literary agent.

G.~~Chairman, each meeting.

ORDER OF BUSINISS,
1.—Reading of minutes.

2.—New members,

2—Correspondence.

4. —Financial report.

H.—Report of organizer.

6.—Report of commiitees,

7.~Unfinished business.

B.-—~New business,

4. There shall be no initiation fee
charged.. Amount of monthly dues is
fixed by each section. A monthly re-
mittance of 10 cents per member shall
be made to the National Executive Com-
mittee.

5. A full report of the first meeting,
inclnding a list of members, with 'in-
closure of 10 cents per capita, is neces-
sary to obtain a charter,

6. Per capita checks are furnished by
the National Executive Committee at
10 cents each; such checks are pasted
in monthly column on the membership
card, and charged to members at such
excess rate as will cover the amount of
dues fixed by the section.

7. Each section shall hold a regular
business meeting at least once a month,
and semi-monthly meetings for public
discussion or lectures on political or
economic questions.

8. Quarterly reports of the numerical
strength and financial standing of
members, party progress and prospects,
shall be promptly sent to the National
Executive Committee,

9. Any person residing in a city or
town where no section of the party
exists may make direct application to
the National Secretary, inclosing one
month’s dues, and will thus be enrolled
as members at large, !

For pamphlets, leaflets, platforms and
other information, address the National
Secretary, Henry Kuhn,

184 William street, New York City.

To the Assembly Districts, Wards and
Branches, of Section Greater New
York, 8. L. P,

Your attention is called to a new
pamphlet, entitled “Middle Class Mu-
nicipalization and the Municipal Pro-
gramme of the Socialist Labor Party,”
which can now be had from the Or-
ganizer, at $1 per 1,000, The above or-

. ganizations should supply themselves

with this pamphlet, which should be
distributed at the open air meetings
and other places. ]
L. ABELSON, Organizer,
64 East 4th street, New York.

Germln Waiters' Union of New Yo

| Mectings every Friday at 4 p.ow.
| Supervisors meets eyvery Wednesdsy at 4 p,

b OFFICE: 64 E. 4th St

Trades and Societies

Standing advertisementa of Tradey
and dther Socicties (ot exceedin five
will bgs inse nnder this ho-mhn‘&
the rate of $5.00 per annnm

Orgauizations should
tunity of advertising their

1 Sahm Club | {an;
Meetings every Tuesday ot 10
East 4th street, New York  Labor

.
Husiness Seeretary: Frell

CQnérd Labor Federation o
(S. T. & L. A., D. A. No
at 290 every Sunday afternoon a
street, New York City. 1 hona-ti
lshor Unions should be repres
Lm'lllulll ux;- 0 lwlu-nl 10 the co
Secretary, Ernest Bohm, &8 East ¢t

New York City. B

—
cnrlnnlkor-‘ Progressive Internatio,
Union No. 80., Office and Emplo;
Hurean: w4 East &th strect st 1B
B, G20 East TIst steeet, every Satumds ay
cDistrict T Germani, w1 213 Forsyth§
Saturday ot N Distriet
ery
“oneets at e
every Satunday at s poan—"1The b
Visors meets evory Tuesday at
at s m. -

.Empire City Lodge (Machinists),
every Wednesday eveuning st the
Lyceut, 64 East 4th street, 3
i} ' Secretury: HENRY Zines

Omtlea: usb Bowery, Undon Hall, 1st

b

4t the sannie hadl, ~

lisnce No. 1088,
. A Tetulouartery
wi. Meetings Frichay at 19
Fred, Hurtn Pros; l'nz
¥, Restdence, 170 4h 5L oy

Munlcnl Protective Al
; D. lA. 40, S. T. & L
™ B ath

—

Secuon Essex County, S. L. P., meets
the tirst Sumday in ench month at $p, w in

the all of “Fasex County Socialist Clab™ g
springticld Ave., Newark, N, J. w

Meety

sxmndinnvinn Section, 8. L. P. g
'I ponth at 19

2l andd 4th Sunday of every
O'Clock s, ne, it S s Hall, d Nast 38d
S, New York City, Subseription orders taken
for the Scaml, Socialist Weekly, Scasih, A,
ARBETAKEN. :

s«:::lalht Scienca Club, 8, L, P.,
35th A. D, Meota at Wenster Hall, 1401)
stroet and 3rd uvenue, every Friday at s P,

Upholuereu' Union of New York

Vicinity., ~ Meets al il 4t Tiesley
evening at the Labor Lyeeum, o1 Eoast dih st 5
Seoretary, Carl Awders, 22 East 2rd strvet,

WORKMEN'S

Furniture Fire msurance,

Organized. 1872, Mewbership 10,000, ¥
Principal Organization, New York and
Vieinity.

OFFICE HOURS, dally &
except Sumidays and holidays, from, 1 to's
u'(}"lm-k P.M. York Tro I uiu.
HANCHES: "onkers, ¥, Bingham g
Gloversville, Elmira, N. Y, b
Paterson, Newark, Ellzubeth, South River
Pussaic, N

J.
Hoston, Holyokea, Mass,
New Haven and W ‘biry, Conn,

{ Luzern ard Altovnu, Pa,

Arbelter Kranken- und Sterbe-Kasss
flir die Ver. Staaten von Amerlka,

e

, WORKMEN'S |
Slek and Death Benefit Fund of the
" United States of America,

The above society was foundod in the year 1884 Q.
wor! e imbued with the spirit of solidarity g
soclalist thonght. Ita numerical sirength (At preseal
;:nml-oud of 139 local I:.nach- with fuore thas
workingiuen who belleve in th iplod of

ittt e nizmacy .

aud 46 yoars of age nay be admitted to mom
in any of the branches, apon payment of a
of $4.00 for the first class -n-} .60 tor
class. Members belongtog to the firet clane mre st
titled to & sick benefit of §9.00 fur 40 weeks and of
$4.60 for another 40 woeoks wother conununons
with Interruption,  Mowbers belonging o
second class roceive under the same cironrosiatons
and longth of time $6.00 and $3.00 reepoctively.
burlal benefit of §160,00 is granted for every -'1 3
ber, and tho wives and uumarried daughters 3
wembers between 18 and {6 yoars of age muy
mittad 1o the burisl benefit opon payms LI
doposit for $1.00. Mouthly taxes are lovied
to expenditures. lu cities and towns where B
branch exists, & new branch can be formued by 3§
workiugmen iu good health, and mou sdberisghe
the above nemued principles nre iuvited to do w0, i
Address all comuunications to Hexsy Sraus,
;!n:n&ltl, Becretary, 20—27 Erd Ave., Hoom 65, New
or .

BROOKLYN

LABOR LYCEUM,

949-955 Willoughby Av.
(Formerly 61-63 Myrtle Street)

Mecting Roows,  Large Hall for Miuss Meetings
Bouks open for Balls amd Pie Nies.

Workmen ! Patronize Your Own Homsl

DR. C. L. FURMAN,
DENTIST, »
121 SCHERMERHORN ST.,__‘; BROCKLYN, N. Y.

HILLKOWITZ & HILLQUIT,

Attorneys at Law, Al
Rooms 141306

|

320 Broadway,

Steam

J"HN ﬂEHLER.S Printing.

‘87 Frankfort Street 87
" Cor. Pearl 8%, '
Franklin &quare E. R, K. Station

Orders will be tuken at 116 E. S8th street, betw
Avenue A und First Ave., New York City. W

[ Goldmasn's Printing Offics

cor. New Chambers and Willinm Sts.

Trpe Selting s

works
German and

a@ wen
English.

TO OUR SUBSCRIBKRS.

Those of onr readers whose snbscription
Lave expircd wre requested 1o renew then By
remitting the wmount fu cash or postofiiee:
ordera at their earliest couvenienoe.
will thus avold any interruption in the delivery
of their paper. "Address: THE PEOPLE,
Willlamw Strest, New York J
—

Boston, Mass.
Tue Prorve is for sale at the follo
stores: :
Brigham's Restaurant, Washington 8&

Coheu’s Book Store, Wiushington St., 8
the Bridge. 3

Croasdell's Store, Harrison avenue, ne
Benupett St .

To Irish Comrades.
All the copies of the pamphlet
Rights of Ireland and the Faith of

Felon,"” received from Dublin from

Irish Socialist Republican Party, B
been sold out; and there only re
hand samples of the handsome
due card of the Irish Socialist Repui
can Party, which can be had at § ¢

each from !

* Labor News Co.,
64 E. 1th street, New York

i
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