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“SOPSTINTIONS.”

Soarce and Meaning of Adalterations
of Food.

Driven by Competition, Capltalist
Manufacturers Poison .the People in
Order to Sell their Goods—The Process
is an Aid to the Lowering of Wages—
Legislation an Inadequate Preventive
—The Overthrow of Capilalism Alone
can Now Stead.

This gubject is not only of universal
interest, referring, as it does, to the
health and well being of the people at
targe, but of especial interest to the
workingmen as an economic phenom-
enon. Adulterated food is just as much
a product of our faulty economic life as
is the wage-laborer himself who con-
sumes it. Both owe their existence to
that special phase of economic life-cap-
italist mode of production. .

In his book on “‘Foods: Their Compo-
sition and Analysis,” A. W. Blyth makes
the following statement: *“‘Before adul-
teration commences, commerce must de-
velop. In primitive states of society
there may be knavish tricks, ignorant

_bartering, substitution of bad for good.

falseness and meanness of all kinds, but
no systematic sophistication is possible.
Again in the semi-pastoral state (as it
exiated in gsome parts: of Scotland a
century -ago), in which the food of a
family is raised from the soil on which
they dwell; and clothing produced from
their own sheep and spun into textile
garments at their own fireside, com-
mercial frauds are unknown or unde-
veloped.”” The author here either uses
inadequate terms or does not trace the
soil far enough. It is not the develop-
ment of commerce that brought about
the adulterations, but the development
of manufacture, $

The development of commerce pre-
supposes the development of manufac-
ture. Even raw materials require a cer-

* 4ain amount of labor before they can get
into the market. The merchant, who
sells the manufactured goods, has noth-
ing to do with their quality; he is only

a middleman, a medium between the’

manufacturer and the consumer, he is,

80 to say. the conductive coil but not the

. storage battery, and like the coil,'which
conducts any kind of electricity, whether

icor Fayadic, . mean.or atr e
distributes any kind of goods manufac-
tured, for which there is a demand.

True, certain ‘merchants will handle

spurions goods while others will only

sell the genuine article, but this is al-
together due to the Kind of customers
they respectively have,’ they do not
crente the demand but satisfy it. In the
commencement of commerce, the manu-
facturer was also the dealer, he manu-
factured the goods that he brought to
the market, and ‘the responsibility for
the inferior quality of those goods
rested solely on him; then there was
only cheating, no systematic adultera-
_tion being as yet possible. The modern
merchant does not produce the goods he
sells, he knows nothing of their quality,
and is therefore not responsible for the
adulterated goods he sells. Now and
then a dishonest merchant will cheat his
customer by under-weight or by sub-
stituting inferior grades for the ones
called for, but this again is simple
cheating, and has nothing to do with the
wholesale fraud that consists in syste-
matic adulterations. [ dwell on this
point because I want to bring the blame
home to the capitalist or manufacturer,
and ‘thus correct the misconception
which the interposition of the merchant
originates in the minds of the people,
who, facing the merchant, blame him
for selling spurious goods, while the
manufacturer of those goods sits behind
the bush and enjoys the money plun-

‘' dered by fraud, and -the respect of the

_community, = .

-Capitalist production begat competi-.
tion, and competition begat a great
“many evils, among which adulterations
' * occupy quite a conspicuous place. The
| struggle for existence and the “survival
of fittest’ have here, as in everything
eise, the determining influence. 1In
order to exist, and not be swallowed by
his rival of larger capital, the small cap-
' talist resorts to means that, at least
' temporarily take the place of thé nat-
ural weapon—larger capital. He recog-

- nizes the fact that the strength of his

enemy lies in the low price at which he
can manufacture and sell his goods, and
unless the small manufacturer can sell
his goods at the same price he will have

1o lesive the market. But the position of

a capitalist, i e., a man who reaps what

he did not sow, is too good to be sur-

. rendered so willingly. No, he will fight
| the battle, and, like the heroic Nicholas,

will fight even if he has only one
soldier (laborer) left. True enough he
has not immense capital, but he has

3 rs, who will compensate for that,

| He reduces wages. Hurray, the aim is

achleved; he can gell his goods just as

. cheap; and he sees with delight that the

big mouth of his monster-enemy is

: ke escaped destruction. But alas,
the moniter has again opened his mouth
ready to swallow him; the big capitalist
got a nevdmnchln‘e. or lul-oh_ ‘:educed
wages, and now again sells goods
heaper. What {s to be done? The

“Amall fellow lengthens the working day.

~ This also proves to be only a temporary

‘emedy. He tries to save expenses of

‘erecting expensive factories by intro-
ing the sweating system, but also
eyentudlly fails. That monstrous
uth—bigger and ever bigger capital

~is constantly open, and like the sword

Damnocles, constantly threatens de-
iruction. In vain does he, the small

, try one remedy after another, all

 thein eventually fail. He finally re-

o adulteration, ; el

b adulterating goods the small man-

I8 his goods cheaper; this

| consume the adulterated ones, which are

1 fallacious.

“therefore, will include this necessary

_add 50 per

.cannot compete with the “undersellers,”

er Kills two birds with one stone; | *

1186 cost of subsistence of ‘the worker, |
2 5, in turn, reduces the wages.

With reduced wages, the worker is not
able to buy the genulng goods, which
are too dear, and he I8 compelled to

cheaper; thus a demand is created for
adulterated goods, and this demand in-
creases the production of those goods.
Thus a vicious circle is established,
which by its successive turns works to
the detriment of the workingman and
the enrichment of the small capitalist.

This explains the excuses made by
merchants that they are “compelled to
resort to the misdeed by the public de-
mand for cheap commodities:"” excuses,
which J. P. Battershall, chemist of U. S.
Laboratory, unjustly considers to be
While it is perfectly true
that the people demand those goods,
vet they do that not of their own free
will and accord, but compelled by the
struggle for bare existence, Iwill make
this clearer by the following illustra-
tion:

John consumes, say, 4 loaves of bread
daily at the cost of 20c. His wages,

expense; but here appears on the mar-
‘ket a spurious kind of bread sold at 3c.
per loaf. Dick is out of work, and is
willing to eat any kind of bread, even if
it contain alum and sand. He also needs
4 loaves, but they will only cost him
12¢.; he can, then, afford to accept a re-
ductipn in his wages amounting to Sc.,
and is consequentiy employed in prefer-
ence to John, If John wants work, and
he cannot keep his soul in his body un-
less he gets it, he must submit to the
same reduction of wages; these, how-
ever, are not sufficient to supply him
with bread of a good quality, and he is,
therefore, compelled to demand of his
dealer that spurions kind of bread.
This is equally applicable to all other
commodities which go to make up the
miserable subsistence of the laborer.

The cost of ali commodities or mer-
chandise }s determined and regulated by
certain laws. The price of every mer-
chandige is made up of the 3 component
‘parts, first pointed out by Karl Marx,
namely: the capital, or money spent on
machinery, raw material, etc.: second,
the capital, or the money invested in the
“living machinery” as wages; and
thirdly, the surplus balance, or the
money appropriated by the ‘capifalist as
a remuneration for his hard work of
doing nothing, his “abstinence, etc.
When it comes, however, to the adulter-
ated goods all such laws and fixed pro-
portions are altogether absent; their
price, like their composition, depends
on the same caprice and ingenuity of
the manufacturer. He may add 25 per
cent. of chicory to the coffee, he may
d gent., or make it 75 per cent.,
and unléss his fraud 18 exposed by the
official chemist, none of the consumers
will ever know to what extent he carries
his adulterations. This is what made
the so-called “‘honest’” manufacturers,
or the big capitalist, to decry this evil,
These “honest” gentlemen récognized at
once that their enemy, .their smaller
competitor, . gol quite an effectual
weapon, which is likely to enable the
small manufacturer to put himself on
the offensive instead of as formerly
keeping to the defensive. From that
moment the big fellows put on sheeps’
skins and piously demanded of the
Legislature the enactment of laws
against the evil of adulterations *“for the
sake of the poor, the suffering poor.”
With tears in thelr eyes they began to
talk of the injurious effect that adult-
erated goods have on the health of their
beloved workingmen.

That the real eause of their alarm was
not the wholesale poisoning of the
laborer, but their personal interest, is
clearly shown by the late enactment of
laws regulating the sale of goods, al-
though adulterations existed much
earlier. Thus the New York State gen-
eral law fer the prevention of the
adulteration of food and drugs was
enacted as late as 1881, and similar laws
went into force in' other States between
1881 and 1885. Battershall quite naively
ascribes the delay in such iegislation to
the "American’'s characteristic of con-
trolling their own personal affairs, and
the resulting disinclination to resort to
anything savoring of parental govern-
mental *interference;” although in his
introduction to his book “Food Adulter-
ation and Its Detection’’ he states that
“the claim that manufacturers are often
forced into adulteration by the neces-
gities of unfair trade competition pos-
sesses more weight—an honest dealer
cannot as a rule successfully compete
with a dishonest one--(here he also con-
fuses the manufacturer with the dealer)
—and has undoubtedly influenced many
of the bhetter class to co-operate in at-
tempts to prevent the practice” (they
did that notwithstanding their anti-gov-
ernmental characteristic). "“The United
States Tea Adulteration Act.” he says,
on page 19, *‘was passed by Congress in
1883. The enactment of this law was
largely due to the exertion of prominent
tea merchants, whose business interests
were seriously affected by the sale of the
debased or spurious article.” On page
140 he furtiter makes the following
statement: “The addition of sodium bi-
carbonate (to the beer) is resorted to in
order to increase the effervescing
power of the beverage. The ap-
parent gain to the brewer of such beer
consists in the economy of time and ice;
he is also enabled to turn over his in-
vested capital sooner than the more
scrupulons manufacturer, who is thus
placed in a disadvantageous position so
far as trade competition is concerned.”

K. Marx brings the statement of
“honest” bakers, who claimed that they

who can gell their bread much below the
average cost of fits production, and
hence they demanded legal protection.
Even after these laws:went into effect
the judges were feeling their ground,
and were quite slow in applying them,.
not being sure whether they would
please or displease the majority of man-
ufacturers. Thus *a confectioner in
Boston was suspected of selling adulter-
ated candy, and while it was proved
that a sample bought of him contalned

gerous proportion of a polsonous |
ent—chromate of lead—he escaped

O, FOR THE 100,00

The Call of Michigan to Her Prole-
 tarians,

e

The Harvest is Ripe for the mrvu;:r
Provided an Organized Effort is Set
Forth to Bring the Whole Forge of
the Toilers to Bear Upon the Exploit-
ing Class — This Could then Easily be
Thrown Out of the Saddle.

Comrades and Fellow Proletarians who
are not yet Comrades in Michigan—

In view of the-fact that next fall there
will be held in Michigan another gea-
eral State eJectian, in which the Soctal~
ist Labor party should participite, our

State Comittee, at its last regular meet-

ing, decided to urge the different iso-

lated Socialists to form themselves iito

Sections and affiliate with the other or-

ganized Socialists of . the United

States. Next fall the election ought. 1o

show that there has been work done in

Michigan. Up till now the work has

been done mainly by individuals, or at

least by an individual Section. Detroit

did not receive any outside ﬂnnndinl

help last fall, and last spring excépt

from Comrades Chappel, of Plymosth
and Wolf, of Saginaw. When we work

together and in a systematic way. a
great deal may be accomplished even
with our limited funds.

The last Spring election gave proof
that Michigan has enough Socialists In
every county to have a Section there.
The total vote for Michigan was 2,205
votes, %

Saginaw, Grand Rapids. Bay City,
Muskegon, Jackson and all the cities in
the northern peninsula polled a vote
that gave Detroit renewed vigor and
energy: Our vote in Detroit this fall—
541 votes, without the balance of Wayne
County, is 215 votes better than the
total of Wayne County last fall. We
must establish, connections . between,
ourselves and other Socialists. Think
of the proverb, *“In union  there is
strength,” or *United we stand, divided
we fall.” We Socialists stand for the
reorganization of society on a more per-
fect basis, wliy then should we not be
able to see that we ourselves can accom-
plish nothing without ORGANIZA-
TION? o v

1t 13 with ‘our movement as-tt-s-wWitk
a rope: “One fibre may be torn easily,
but by the proper composition of & num-
ber ef fibres, the collection can over-
come the resistance of an anchor. We
have to organize with sufficient num-
bers and in the proper way to lift the
anchor that up to now has affirmed cap-
italism. Capltalistic majority has up to
now been the strength, the anchor of
capitalism. The 70 per cent, of wage
workers have up to now given capitalk
ists their support, their vote, and the
result has been that a minority of 3G
per cent of the total, including the mid-
dle class (small merchants and artisans)
has ruled by the consent of the majority
against the interests of the majority.
By proper organization and only by
that can the workers turn their power to
profit. Class organization for Socialism
—against ‘al Kinds of exploitation, can
utilize the force of the American work-
ing class., Its force and energy is great,
as we have been able to notice, when
they made such brilliant displays of it
as -the Homestead, Coeur d'Alene, Chi-
cago, Hrooklyn and the late miners’
strike, etc. i :

The resistance that capitalism can
offer is insignificant when once labor be-
comes aware how to use its own power.

United States Secretary of the Treas-
aury Gage showed plainly last winter
during a speech at a banquet in Cincin-
nati that the capitalist class is horrified
at the appearance of a proletarian class
political movement. He urged the mem-
bers of the capitalist class not to lose
their heads, for then they would be lost.
*Not to Jose their heads” means nn-
doubtedly to do what that class did be-
fore, i. e,, try to get a fake labor organi-
zation, headed by all the old crooks of
the labor movement, palmed off upon.
the workers as the genuine article. In
lics, fakes and deceit lies the power of
capitalism to turn the workers as voting
cattle, The world over, the workers

are tiring of capitalist oppression; our:

conditions and situation are such that
with proper organization we can
easily step to the front ranks of
the Socialist labor movement of the
world., What happened in Vienna re-
cently is enough to make one shout for
joy and hope. But here in our own
country too and In Michigan we
are gaining ground. Bessemer has
been added to our number of Michigan
Sections.

The times or conditions are dead ripe
for Sociallsm. The old individualistic
system of production and distribution
is no longer adequate for the present
collective pperation of industry. News-
papers report the formation of new
trusts almost daily; concentration of in-
dustry was never as apparent as it is
now. With the supply limited and the
smaller competitors and their former
employees crowded to the street, the ex-
penses (amount of people who recelve
wages), even in their own establish-
ments, are greatly reduced. But ‘who
profits by this saving of expenses?
Where will the capitalist find a market
for their goods while the chance to earn

something (to work) is taken away from |

the worker? The worker is the main
consumer; any market is soon over-

stocked when the working class cannot.

consume in proportion to the amount
sent or produced there. To 'save ex-
penses” means to limit demand. ;

The last crisis is not past, its effects

are felt as bad as ever. and still the

lightning-like speed with which cap-
italism fulfills ils mission—the¢ concen-
tration of production and distribution—
_creates conditions that make persons

m«:tlmoa the plea that candy was

(Coutinued on Pags 4)

“PROSPERIY,” G,

We Now Know the Best it Can Do—Is
tat Stisfatay?

Clippings From Papers, that are Shout-
ing Prosperity and Assert it Has Ar-
rived and is ia Fnull Blast, Critically

ECompared—Workingmen's Duty, Un.
less they Are Thanksgiving Turkeys
to be Eaten.

POLK, Pa., Jan. 17.—Prosperity is
here without any question - whatever,
and the election pledges of the Repub-
licans are fulfilled, whether of their own
doings or not. Out of the tons of evi-
dence industriously circulated each day
twice, this can be quoted from the Pitts-
burg “Commercial Gazette,” Jan. 3,
1898: :

“Proof of Prosperity—The past year
the best of which there is any record-—
Figures on the Businéss Barometer
Tells Their Own Story—Good Outlook
for 1898—The Iron Industry Further
Encouraged. i

“New York, Jan. 7.—~R. G. Dun &
Co.'s weekly review of trade will say in
its issue to-morrow: ‘In failures 1897
was not only the best year, since 1892,
but on the whole the best ever definitely
known. The commercial failures were
but 13,351, with liabilities of $154,332,-
071; the average failure being only $11,-
559, the lowest ever known except in
1892. But even in that year the failures
during the last half averaged liabilities
of $10,477 per failure, while in the last
half of 1897 the average was only
$9.593."

1 want those who are working at re-
duced wages, thoS¢ who are working
under harder conditions, those who
should not, on acount of their age, sex or
physical conditions, be working at all,
and yet be fully provided for, to note
this well. PROSPERITY IS HERE,
AND THIS IS THE BEST WE HAVE
EVER DONE, and this is what {'Repub-
lican prosperity,” after all, has been ac-
complished, can do, which is so inade-
quate, and so empty.

While the “Free Silver Prosperity”
was laid on the shelf lately as an in-
ferior thing to the present gold lined,
“honest dollar,” *national honor" brand
—it has some hope of being taken down
again to be redusted and maybe ac-

-copted, for a_.cbange,. (for .even pros-

perity grows monotonous with our “ner-
vous, hurrying American.”) In passing
it should be noted that, had Free Silver
been successful, and had its best feature
—dollar wheat and the long chain of
blessings attached thereto—been re-
alized without the drawbacks aseribed
to Free Silver by treasonous Shylocks,
things Would have no earthly chance of
being o whit better than new. For we
now have the high prices from tariff
and exceptional grain market,. which
was all that ¢ounld be claimed for more
money.

That the failures were 11% less than
in 1896 is a cheering thing no doubt to
business men, especially business men
with liabilities greater than that fatal
$9.593 of the last half of 1897. Since
poverty has been discovered to be so
blessed by Andrew Carnegie, as his
private experience, lately exposed, testi-
fied; we no doubt would be thankful that
those 13,351 averaging $11.559 had so
soft a place to land on when they
reached terra firma, did not the follow-
ing, among others of like nature, fall
under our eye in the same paper, which
makes us wonder a good deal where
they will find that supreme blessing—
work.

On account of an order for 17.000 feet
of iron railing for the Harlem River
Driveway and other good reasons, ‘to
meet increased business, Mr. Albree has
found it necessiry to increase facilities
by installing NEW MACHINERY and
erecting a traveling crane, running
from his works to the railroad, besides
several smaller cranes for handling
purposes.”” (He has also "a foreign
agency to meet the FOREIGN DE-
MAND. Why tariff? ¥

Also this:

“From two to three of the Pittsburg
riveting. machines are being shipped
weekly: a 68-inch portable riveting ma-
chine, driving 1,000 15-16-inch rivets in
a stand pipe daily, was shipped, ete.”

Of course this is not the whole world
or even nation, but a fair sample. Our
prosperous friend referred to evidently
needs no extra help, as he is “instlling
new machinery,” and even loads his
cars with “a traveling crane.” If the
same paper a week or two ago, in speak-
ing of the evidences of prosperity by
compuring the number of unemployed
in New York City with the. number a
year ago, had not mentioned that “there
were 100,000 persons in New York in-
voluntarily idle,” one might have hoped
employment could have been found in
putting up that fence; even thougu bor-
rowed money pald for it; but with the
*100,000 involuntarily idle” it can not
be, and seeing lately, in the same paper
a “machinist, a good workman, unem-
ployed for a long while, sober man,’
being found in & stable, badly frozen
and suffering from neglect and ex-

posure, one cannot reasonably hope.

that the afflicted 13,351 can be dignified
by laboring on the construction of those
“traveling cranes,” etc.

It is a sad case. We know full well
that “business has revived”; a panic
cannot last forever, and present insti-
tutions stand. So we are not robbéd of
any arguments against the capitalist
system or for the Socialist Common-
wealth by the (often fraudulent) pub-
lication of items like the following: .

*‘Large order for rails. The Pennsyl-
vania  Railroad contracts for 100,000

.tons” (at about $18 a ton). Such orders

are necessary to keép the machinery in
motion, no men of consequence being
usged in their construction. ; :
“Big orders for tin plate bars, Penn-
sylvania and Indiana alone ordering 75,-
000 tons.” )

R

.

‘money and commodities to such a posi-

" dresses in Italian failed to prove attrac-

{7100 in the demand for an exg

“ ‘Surpassed all records’ did the Pitts-
burg Locomotive Works, galvanized 3,-
901 net tons of wire in December, the -
largest output, largest plant in the U. S.,
it not in the world,  ~

{ We had been hearing of the wonderful
output of steel in Braddock, Duquesne,
Homestead, ete., nntil a general reduc-
tion of from 10 to 40 per cent. in wages
at one fell swoop took from the race-
running employees all that they had
gained. leaving them the extra labor,
which is still to go at the new place.

*Great year on the.lakes; Erie's ton-
nage receipts increased by 675,000 in
15,. and many others of a similar na-
ture. .

These transactions are put in motion
by the release or circuation of money
by reason of debt, natighal, state, county
and municipal; by lagge concerns in-
creasing their facilities’to withstand the
next crash. and to harvest the present
opportunity, and by the small savings
formerly withheld fromr business either
by fear or lack of@pportunity, which
*restored confiden®®” has called from
hiding, and which witl very likely go to
the direction of the $154,332,071 before
mentioned, in due time. Add to this
the circulation of wages required to
carry all this on, and the recirculation
of the profits, taxes and interest con-
nected with the operation, and you see
the forces that under the capitalist
system are rapidly “circulating both

tion that the whole thing will break
down again, with the usual results in-
tensified. »

You who can see; you who can hear;
you who can speak—work! Show to all
that there is nothing further to wait for;
that we have got that prosperity, and
that it is found wanting—all know.

The traveling crane and elselike pre-
clude the possibility of relief from labor
exchanges.

The vast army of class-unconscious
proletarians precludes adjustment by
the Initiative and referendum here and
NOW:

The “foreign demand” precludes a
long continuation of high tariff or an
acceptance of- the “flat” of any small
country for goods sold, the large count-
ries, even when we can sell to them,
having the gold standard, thus putting
Free Silver out of the question;

The economic development making
colonization a joke;

The adoption of the Single Tax an
unnecessary proceeding, it being now
adopted by the capitalists of weight;

The competition between the em-
ployed and the unemployed, making all
economies and low prices or tariffs a de-
lusion and a snare;

The failure to cohnect any 6f tHé 18,5
351 with the *“drink habit” falls to in-
troduce Prohibition into the case;

The reduction of wages in the East
being ascribed to constraining laws and
Southern (American) competitors,
knocks any “patriotic” or “alien labor"
ideas out of wind;

The past experience of pure and simple
labor unions and their fakirs holds up
against any hope from even a continu-
ance of such;

And with the shady history of the
“Friends of Labor"—the Carroll-D-
Wrights, Terrence » V - Powderleys,
Henry - Georges, William - Jennings-
Bryans, etc, the follow-me-I-will-
storm-the-fort heros, becoming fewer in
the fleld and shutting off any hope for
that quarter;—

There is only the Soclalist Labor
party left as the only way out—for all
those who are not in the condition of
the late turkeys just before Thanksgiv-
ing. 0. N. E. LACKALL.

Comrade Bernardino Verra has hit
upon an excellent plan to reach the
masses of his Italian fellow men in this
country. These Italians in America
have been hitherto used by unscrupu-
lous countrymen of theirs as veritable
mercenaries for capitalist  political
battles. The difficulties of speech have
to & great extent barred Socialist aglta-
tion from reaching them, and redeeming
them from the clutches of their bell-
wethers: even incidental Soclalist ad-

tive and effective. A

Comrade Verro now attacked the evil
in a new way. He wrote an Italian play,
with the scene in Sicily; the plot brings
out the exploitation of the working
class by the capitalist class, and point-
edly illustrates the folly of a warfare
that singles out a single “padrone” for
punishment. The play is full of exciting
scenes and situations, and presents the
theories - and tactics of the Soclalist
Labor party in & manner most taking.

The play is now being performed in
the ltalian theater on the Bowery, and
is an unqualified success.

The organizer of Section New York
should follow up this success with the
distribution of party literature, and
clinch the work of Verro's,

Cigarmakers’ Union No. 100, of Phila-.
delphia, passed resolutions requiring
the President of the International
Union to explain the non-appearance of
the financial report, and déemanding its
publication.

That report would have been overdue
even last May, but this is the day when
it has not yet seen the light. The union-
wreckers, who, under the flag of labor
have been doing understrappers’ work
of the capitalist class, withhold the re-
port because it is an indictment of their
own corruption and imbecility, 3

As Cigarmaker Newmayer said some

tion, ‘no man who withholds
the truth from the workers can mean it
well with them."

“Addition, division and silence" is the ]
motto, not of the capitalist politicians
gl{n:m of their reprobates, the Labor

_Whatever is manly and honorable in-
Ini opal Union will join N:.'

N WAR FANT,

Socialists of Milwankee Throw Dewa
/ The Gauntiet.

Terse Presentation of the Situation,
Both Wit', Regard to the Capitaliat
System and Old Parties, and the Pur-
pose Behind the Mask of the ‘‘Social
Democracy” at the Coming Spring

=Election.

MlLWAUKEE;.Jln. 15.—Ai the well
attepded semi<infinmal meeting of the
Socialist Labor party of this city, held
here last Sunday, the following resolu-
tion or public declaration, of no slight
significance just now, was ‘offered by
Comrade K. Minkley, and was unani-
mously adopted:

The Socialist Labor party of Mil-
waukee, in general session assembled at
Kolt's Hall, on January 9, declares:

“First—WHEREAS, The present’
system of ownership, together with pri-
vate capitalist production and distribui«
tion, is grounded upon free competition
and wage-slavery; and %

“WHEREAS, The logical application
of this system has for its result the con-
centration of natural and social oppor-
tunities in the hands of a few, and the
periodically recurring industrial crises,
together with their long train of ‘hor-
TOors; -

“WHEREAS, Thereby the depend-
ence of the large mass of the people
upon a few property-holders becomes
ever completer; therefore

“The only way to free the working
clas from the present bondage is the
abolition of the present system and the
establishment of the Soclajist Co-opera~
tive Commonwealth. -

“AND WHEREAS, All political par-
ties, with the exception of the Socialist
Labor party, have a natural interest in
the existing system of ‘exploitation;
therefore

“The Socialist Labor purty calls upon
all thinking workingmen to joln it so as
to be able sucessfully to do Dbattle
against Capitalism and Exploitation.”

*Second—The conduct of  the s$o-
called Social Deraocracy of this city, in
attempting to set up an Independent
labor party, is an act hostile to the trne
interests of the working class, and in-
tended only to conjure up internecine
feuds among the workers and to disrupt
the Socialists of this city.

“For many & yesr have we, here in

- B .

various the masks are which the foes o!
progress among the workers are cap- - -
able of wearing. One year it was the
mask of the ‘Union Labor party'; an-
other yvear it was the mask of the ‘Co-
operative party'; vet another time it was
the mask of the ‘People’s party." When
the Democrats captured the Poople's
party, the shady disrupters, whom we
have had our eyes on, fought the Peo-
ple’s party In the interest of the He-
pubtican party, The plan now is to use
at the next spring election the mask of |
the ‘Social Democracy,’ in the hope that
way again to impede progress by throw-
ing and keeping the workers in a per-
petual state of confusion, ;

*“The Soclali‘n Labor party urges all
thinking workmen at last and once for
ull to make the gquietus of these shady
disrupters by marshaling themselves to
a man under the banner of the 8, L. P,, '
which alone has been held unsullied.

The Single Tax was on the rack last
week in Paterson, N. J. A debate was °
held Between Comrade Martha Moore
Avery, of Boston, and a certailn Mr.
James R. Brown, Single Taxer. The
question debated was, Will the Single
Tax remove involuntary poverty? It
was cogently proved that it would not, -
and that the whole question of Bingle
Tax was a capitalist issue. How com-
pletely routed the Single Tax was may.
be judged from the circumstance that
the chairman, a Single Taxer, the Labor
Fakir Edward McHugh, of Engiand, ab-
solutely refused to put the question to
a vote at the close of the debate, The
audience, fully a thousand strong, gave
such emphatic tokens of it4 apprecia-
tion of the Socjalist arguments that the
Single Tax chairman felt his side would
be overwhelmingly defeated, and ‘he
avolded turnishing the proof thereof by
a vote. * %

How wholly thrown out of the saddle
and prcportionally angry the Bingle
Taxers must have felt, the following in-
cident may help to illustrate; it also
helps to illustrate the intellectual baby-
hood of these gentlemen. After the de-
bate a Single Taxer approached Com-
rade Avery, and with much bowing and
scraping, said: i3

“But how are you going to do it? I
have a tooth-brush in my pocket, would
you nationalize that too?" 2

We think even Louis F. Post has
graduated beygnd that point. .,

The Tammany Hall Assemblyman
from the 16th New York District seems
to want to make hay while the sun
shines. He scems to have & pretty clear
appreciation of the effects upon him and
his old bailiwick from the Socialist vote
polled there last November. He seems
to realize that his shorn vote endangers
his chances for a renomination next
November, or, If he manages to re-
secure that, that the Socialist rising
flood will drown him and beat him.
How else is his haste to be explained in
introducing such “strike” bills as he is
introducing in the Assembly.

All these bills, and similar ones, have
:n well km;,ll h’ll\oy are ?-hrly
to “strike” the large’ : that
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‘_

OBJECT LESSONS ON A BBOAD
STAGE.

\Inklng ample allowance for the men-
dacity of the rnpilallm press, many cir-

. enmetances combine to indicate that, in

the matter of the British engineers'
strike, the devil does not always lie.
The strike may he considered lost; it is
lost—hopelessly, | unquestionably  lost.

! And yet, perhaps, not absolutely.

When a battle is about to be fought
the elements of strength of the contend-
ing sides are always considercd. The
jesne of the battle as a rule, depends

“upon the correct estimate of such ele-

»

. and bring it victory.

ments, When the strike started, did the
Jeaders of the engineers make this cal-
cnlation?  They confidently counted
upon fvlclory. From what premises did
they draw their confidence? From the

'promlses of their treasury; their own

treasury and the much larger treasury.
that they justly knew would flow to
them in the course of the conflict from
their fellow toilers of all countries, - In
doing that the leaders of the engineers
committed a military blunder that de-
serves for them snmmury Court-Martial
proceedings.

Strength.is a relame thing. What is
strength in one case may be impotence
{n another. An army, 10.000 strong,
may be an overpowering force when,
pitted against it, there 18 a body of only
100 men; and, inversely; that same army
of 10,000 men becomes a hopeless weak-
ling when its adversary {s 1,000,000
strong.—The engineers overiooked this
principle. They considered only the
strength of the money at their own dis-
posal; this they aunounced to be some-
thing like a million dollars. Such a
treasury is surely not a weak one; but
its strength in a conflict, like the
strength of numbers In battle, is a rela-
tive affair, A million to fight with
would be overwhelming when it has
only one thousand dollars against It;
but it Is wholly inadequate when hun-
dreds of millions are arrayed against it
This was the case in this instance. The
treasury of the capitalist clags is in-
finitely superior to that that all the
forces of-labor combined can muster up
for the fray. The engineers -blundered
in keeping their eyes on their own trea-
sury withont taking that of the foe into
consideration,

Hut there was another military blun-
der committeed. In battle, & body nu-
merically inferior to another may yet be
the superior force, Its superiority would
depend upon its position. A position of
vantage may give the preponderance of
power to a smaller over a larger force,
‘No reliable strat-
egist. overlooks that; he weighs the po-
sition of his own and that of his ad-
versary.—The leaders of the engineers
neglected that conslderation. Had they

" kept it in mind they would have dis-

covered that, in point of position alone,
their foe commanded all the strategic
points. That foe is entrenched in the
Government: it has the power of legis-
lation, of interpretation of laws and of
their enforcément. Its position alone
js powerful: adding to that its actual
_superiority in soldiers (money), -and the
{ssue could be none ‘other than the de-
feat of the strikers.

What happened, the victory of the
usurping class, may or may not be a
complete victory for Capitalism accord-
ing as the strike has or has not taught

.the above elemental lessons in warfare.

If it has failed to téach them, then the
defeat is crushing. [f, however, it has
opened the eyes of the engineers and all
their fellow wage-slaves to the fact that
the very thing that renders them slaves .|
is the possession of the bulk of the
wealth by their exploiters; that in a con-
flict between dollars, the exploited is
“not in it"; that the Clovernment fs an
invaluable aid to the class in control;
that to dislodge the capitalist from that
point of nulue is a strategic feat easy
of accomplishment, seeing the -xplo}ted
~—the wage-slave -class—is numerous,
while the exploiting, the capitalist class |

~ is infinitely small;--if these facts have

mmnmcwummtuhofycr-
ception in the nlnpn of the nrolmrllt.

* then the battle just lost is one virtually
L nlud lnmuol‘belui lndmk‘ut‘

_"oi'der," “family.”

‘of our long list of

ddecline, it is @ milestone on the path of
victory and emanclpauon

The control of the Government by the
proletariat wonld give it a strategic ad-
vantage that counter halances its eco-
nomic impotence. With such control.

‘no strike could be lost—none would be

needed: the wusurping capitalist class
would cease to exist with the then in-
evitabletdownfall of their dungeon- peep
capitalist system,

KICKING SPOTS OUT OF OUR
“PALLADIUMS.”

Other countries have one “Palladinm,”
at most two, of “freedom,” - “justice.”
“religion.” ete.  Ours,
as the capitalist gountry par excellence,
must have more than that; indeed, it
has a large number of “Palladinms.”
Every nook. or corner, or dunghill, or
rat-hole, which, with some added forti-
fications, can and does afford special op-
portunities for our capitalist brigands to
commit their acts of brigandage with
impunity, is no sooner found to answer
its purpose well than it is immediately
extolled by our capitalist press,'our po-
litical  professors and parsons as a
“Palladium™ of freedom. Among such
“Palladinums,” our Courts have lohg held
a foremost place. Sometimes the mil-
itia threatened to crowd that “Palla-
dium” hack and take first place, hit, on
the whole the Courts have held “their
own,'”" Presided over and controlled by |
the political spawn of capitalist im-
purity, the Judge-run Courts have, on
the whole. héld first rank in the column
“Palladinms.”  But
there is, now the danger tl.at this "Pal-
ladium"” is out-Pallpdiuming the *'Pal-
ladinm,” to such an extent that it may
knock itself down. It is essential to the
effectiveness of a “Palladium’ that the
people  don't see through its frand.
When it overdoes the thing, then it may
knock spots ont of itself. This is iust
what is now going on. bRy

Our readers will remembei the num-
erous instances in which justice pre-
vailed in the Courts, and wrong was
branded there, not with the aid of, but
despite all that the Judge could do: In
the recent instance of the free speech
issue in Boston, Comrade Avery was
promptly condemned by a magistrate,
and the vindication of the great cause
she stood for had to await an appeal and -
was secured only by a jury; similarly,
some time before, when a Tammany
Judge falsified the law and did all in his
power to acquit the common libeier
Kurzenknabe, it was a jury that had to
wrench justice from the Tammany
brigand who acted as Judge on the
“Palladium.” and branded ‘the fakir
malefactor Kurzenknabe, And so'forth.

But these instances, in which the,
Court “Palladium” was un-Palladiumed
by the people in the shape of juries,
have become so numerous that the
brigand capitalists, in command With
the title of *“Judge,” have been con-
strained to put forth more than usual
energy to earn their hire, The latest of
these instances was in Chicago a few
days ago. What happened there will be
best understood by the light of the
above background.

A blacklisted railroad employé sued a
railroad company for damages, ete.,
under the law, The case was clear; the”
crime palpable. The capitalist brigand
in command, with the title of “Judge,”’
at this particular Chicago *“Palladinm,'’
resorted to all the tricks of strategy to
bring about a miscarriage of justice and
preserve the reputation of the *Palla-
dium' in his charge. But it booted
naught. The jury was not to be eithdy
cajoled, bamboozled or hoodwinked: it
brought in a verdict of $20,000 damages.
This was a black-eye to the ‘“'Palla-
dium:"” thereupon the Judge did, what?
HE SIMPLY SET ASIDE THE VE‘.R-
DICT!

As there are defeats that are equiva-
lent to victories, so there are \Iclorles
that are equivalent to defeats. This
victory of the “Justice-Palladium” is of
thq latter category. It was a Kkick at
itself by the very brazenness of the
kick given to the popular superstition
concerning its Palladiumship. If this
were the first “kick™ on the list it might
not establish a theory,. ‘But it is not.
Other “kicks" of this sort have pre-
ceded, and as their number increases so
increases also their vehemence. This
last “kick" is, perhaps, the most sig-
nificant, it almost partakes of the
aature of a culminating polnt. The
more the merrier,

Let our “Palladiums’” by all means
kick spots out of themselves. i

UNHAPPY LETTER.CARRIER.

The letter carriers are truly to be
pitied. For years, the lure of “‘some-
thing NOW,” has led them by the nose,
in the tow of some scheming capitalist
politician or other, and with the assist-
ance of some scoundrel labor Ieader or
other. But all that they got “now," was
promises: for years they have been fed
on that. And they seem to like it.

. But that has happened which was
bound t> happen. *Retrenchment,”
“eeunomln" is-the cry of the capltalist
_in the shop, and is likewise his cry in
the Government that he controls. But
*'economies” in the shop mean & reduced
tgtn, wage; accordingly, “‘economies™ in
the Government means ditto, ditto—.
nd for a1l around Identical Jpurposes.

No ewitalht. when. to the tune of
“oeoqow. he reduces the wages,of his
e-mlu carries or thinks of ing
m&mﬂwhw hu oqnnx-

penses. Nothing of the sort. On the
contrary. The cry of “economy™ always
‘means “squeeze the workers in order
‘that I may have more to lavish upon
myself, thereby seem richer, and there-
by increage my credit.’”

" Ditto. ditto, in the Government.
“Beonomy™ in the wage paid the Gov-
ernment employés means, accordingly.
a lower wage for the wage-slave and
larger sums for the railroad and other
magnates who plunder the Government.

Just now a savage retrenchment i3
threatened in the P. 0. As a matter of
course, it affects the workers only.
Have the letter carriers learned any-
thing? It seems not.

This conclusion s justified by the
fact. that they allow a Quigg and such
other misleaders to again stuff them
full with promises, instead of their
'kicking the swindlers heels over head
oat of their meeting, and declaring that
they are throngh with playing the role
of geese to be stuffed.

., The proletariat_has nothing to hope
for exropl from its own poliucal party,

POLITICAL and ECONO!IC.

—

Challenged by the Editor of the Reno,
Nev., “Plaindealer,” 16 to 1 erank, to o
printed debate on the money guestion,
the Cleveland, 0., “Citizen” declines
with well grounded arguments

“The trade unionists of Cleveland who
have stiudied the money question, and
who are to-day without eapital (homes,
workshops and tools), -cannot under-
stand how they will cease to be indus-
trial dependents and wage-slaves no
matter what financial system is adopterd,
They fail to see how, for instance, J. P
Morgan's grip upon the railroads,

- Rockefeller's glxl‘,p of oil and lake ton-

naze, Carnegie's grip upon iron and
stesl production, or Havemeyers' hold
upon the sugar industry will be loosened
if a double standard or a greenback
system is adopted.  The landlords and
the kings of production and distribution
—the few, own the capital NOW, anid
all tampering with financial pnllmthu
like experiments with tariff nostrums,
will result in_ those people adjusting
themselves to new conditions und at the
same time retain the advantages they
NOW possess,

“We have stated repeatedly that all
this dollars and cents talk finally re-
solves itself into a quarrel between the
two wings of capitalism—the plutocrats
and the bankrupt middle class—and to
this day no financial crank has been
able to show how the gold standard, the
double standard, the silver standard or
the paper standard will be direct legis-
lation in the interest of the working
class, abolish rent, interest and profit.
and substitute a rational system of pro-
duction and distribution by abolishing
the present criminal wastefulness and
overwork. This question is usually dis-
missed with a few well-chosen but
meaningless phrases, and the swccessfol
in life are expected to be good and kind
to the poor angd ignorant as now."

The *“Citizen” might, however, have
asked the “Plaindealer” to explain to a
patient public upon what ground it im-
agines that an increase of wealth in the
shape of silver dollars, -implies an in-
crease thereof to the wage earneis,
when a tremendous increase of wealth
in all other shapes has meant only an
increase of poverty o these same
workers?

But probably the “Citizen” was in a
charitable mood, and did not care to
drive nails into the “Plaindealer’s”
coffin additional to those it did drive
into it,

Says the Johnston, R. 1., “Beacon':

“Socialists have no cut and dried
scheme for ‘making the Co-operative
Commonwealth a fact, The road to So-
cialism is new and no man or nation
have yet travelled over it. But gulded
by the history of the past and inspired
by the science of the present the So-
cialist army sweeps aside the petty ob-
stacles In its palh and marches on to
victory."”

Under the captions:

“This Speaks for Itself.”
“Chairman R. J, Hinton Calls Down His
Libeler, Daniel De Leon.”

the expiring Chicago *‘Social Democrat’
publishes IN ITS ISSUE OF THE 13TH
a' stupid}y impudent binff letter, sent to
this office by the Hinton aforesaid; and
carefully suppresses the fact that THE
PEOPLE had promptly called down the
bluffer by the following “Letter Box"
answer in our issue of the 9th:

“Richard J. Hinton, 1417 6th street,
. N: W., Washington, D. C.—We have
notmng to retract, and nothing to apol-
. ogize' for; we staud 'by every word
printed in these columns about you.

“Stop threatening; go ahead and sue.
We are ready for you.” °

By suppressing this fact, well known
to the “Social Democrat” at the time it
‘sent Hinton's bluff to the printer, that
paper betrays the fact Hinton & Co.'s
scheme of secret threats was smashed
by the publicity given it by THE
PEOPLE, and that THE PEOPLE'S
prompt and public call down was a clap
that disconcerted more flles' than the
one on whose head it fell.

Indeed, the whole episode does "syeak'

tor itself.”

’l‘he public must now be ready for some
funny, and yet surely instructive,
.-scenes in Lynn, Mass.

The Central Labor Union of that city,
tired of being led by the impure apron
strings of the A. F. of L., cut loose, re-
turned the charter, and is now golng it

alone,.
This Tlu the labor muladm so 11,
that, it is said, Gompers and his Lynn

fakirs are getting ready to set
“‘opposition” C. lf U up i
If this rumor prove true we shall soon
see in Lynn proof of what has been
seen elsewhere, that fakirism's ‘objec-

tion to**‘opposition” unions is limited to
“t'l::' that are bona fide labor organi-
za | B \ ;

e -
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INTERNATIONAL FAKIRISH,

How true it is that the pure and
simple labor leader is but a parrot, if
not a lap-dog, of capitalism; and, fur-
thermore, how true’ it is that.-Capital-
ism, being international, its labor fakir
puppets, whether in America, England
or eleewhere, all move with one im-
pulse, snarl the same snarls, and go
through the same antics, the strings tied
to their legs being pulled by the same
contral force—the Capitalist Class, has
recently been strikingly illustrated.

At the same time that here in Amer-
jea Mr. P. €. McGuire opened his “"Car-
penter” for all his kindred fakirs in
America to echo the capitalist lies
against Socialism, and particularly the
lies uttered against our sturdy Com-
rades in France who, elected to public
offices, are leveling the blows of the
'firolvmrmt. at the very root of capitalist
usurpation;—at the same time that that
is and was going on here, that other
“pare and simple” manikin of the cap-
italist bosses, Mr. David Holmes, of the
English textile workers, was and is
doing the identical thing on the other
side of the waters, The following
Jetters taken from the Burnley, Eng-
Jand, “Express and Advertiser' are
one clap that hit all the flies of inter-
national fakirism:

Mr. David Holmes and
Mayor of Roubaix:

To the Editor of the
“Advertiser.”

Sir:~It has come to my knowledge
that Mr. David Holmes has been stating
publicly in Burnley that *“The Mayor of
Roubaix, six deputies and fifteen coun-
cilors have, between them, during the
last four or five years, evicted some
thirty council employees, officials, ete.,
for no fault, or for trivial faults, and
have given the whole 0f the offices thus
made vacant to their own relatives and
friends.  This is what youn may éxpect
if Socialists obtain power hera—corrup-
tion and prostitution of delegated au-
thority to enrich one's self and one’s
friends.” And Mr. Holmes is said to
quote the “Roubaix Journal” as his
authority. “Tell me the company you
keep, and 1 will tell you w+ut you are,”
says the proverb. Mr. Holmes is, how-
ever, so profoundly ignorant of French
and French things, that he probably
does not know the sort of company he is

M. Carrette,

“Expness and

in when the fraterniges with the “Jour-
nal de Roubaix.” 1f he did, I funcy even
he would blush. But ceriainly Mr.

Holmes must have known that his state-
-ments with regard .to Mayor Carrette
and the Roubaix municipality are abso-
lutely untrue. The people of Burnley
have not, however, the opportunities of
Mr. Holmes for learning the facts of the
case as opposed to his fictions, and to
the end that they may learn these facts
(and incidentally the reliance to be
.placed in Mr. Holmes' words), | ask
you, Sir, to publish the subjoined letter.
It .is from the well known author, M:

Paul - Lafargue, a ‘former deputy, to
whom 1 have written on the subject,
suggesting that either he or the Mayor
of Roubaix should answer Mr. Holmes,

{n common justice I am sure you will
zive this letter to your readers, and in
common decency I hope Mr. Holmes will
unologize for his unfounded statements.
—Yours faithfully,

ELEANOR MARX AVELING.

Sydenham, Nov. 9, 1897,

(Copy.)
“PDraveil, S. et O., France,

It is 80 easy to reply to the calumnies
of Mr. Hoimes that I think it useless to
‘ask Carrette to deal with them, and,
moreover, Carrette would not answer;
he is so used to the lies of the “Journel
de Roubaix.,” the organ of the employ-
ers, about the Socialist administration
of Roubaix.

*(1) There are not six Socialist dep-
uties in the Nord department. 1 only
know of two—Guesde, the member for
Roubaix, and Colonel Sever, who, elec-
ted as a Radical, has recently joined the
Parti Ouvrier.

(2) When Carrette took over the
mayoralty of Roubaix, in 1892, all the
employvees, with a very few exceptions,
were the merest tools of the employers,
mere masters’ men, and our declared
enemies. Instead of dismissing them,
Carrette sent for them and told them
they would in all cases be kept on if
they fulfilled their duties to the town,

the new Municipal Council. A very
small number were discharged. The
‘general secretary, who was known to be
a bitter opponent, whose dismissal was
urged by Guesde and by myself, was
kept on, on his promising to do his
duties straightforwardly without regard
to politics. Nevertheless, he went on
constantly serving, in an- underhand
way, the interests of the employers
against the men, This was well known,
and vet he was not dismissed until this
vear, and then he was given 10,000
francs—i. e., an extra year's salary—in
return for all the harm he had done the
Socialists! Every one of the old em-
ployees who did his work properly has
been kept on and the wages have been
raisad. The employees of the Octroi
(the town dues) are so delighted with
the new administration that they are
working with double the zeal they
showed formerly, and during the first
year of Carrette’'s administration they
secured a surplus of 40,000 francs from
the dues by more closely watching the
great brewers and employers. The
latter, under the old municipality, had
constantly defrauded the town—for ex-
ample, during the hunting season they
were in the habit of bringing an im-

their carriages which the customs
officials did not dare to examine.
*Municipal Councilors are not paid,
‘and those who worked in the factories
were dischargnd, and the Roubaix em-
ployers, thoronghly united against the
Socialists, agreed not to give them any

them into giving up their municipal
functions or leaving the town. But not
only were the councilors themselves
shut out of every factory and workshop
—thelr relatives also were black-listed.
Thus the two daughters of the Adjunct
Lepers were thrown out of work, as
were d1so the brother and the children

uwwu.'

and did not try to hinder the work of

mense amount of game into the town in-

employment—thus attempting to starve '

interests  to . their politics, to set up
swall cafes; other couneilors found work
in the large Co-operative Society of
Roubaix, others became small dealers
and hawkers, while yet others-—and
these are the greater number—got
places in the new departments (not the
old places) started by the municipality.
Thus the daughters of Lepers are em-
ployed in the Kitchen of one of the
‘cantines scolaires’ (the establishments
where the children are fed) Carrette,
however, like Delory (the Mayor of
L.ille), has steadily refused to let any of
his relatives be employed in any way
by the Municipality. Nevertheless, Car-
rette’s son, who is married, was a long
time out of work and withont means.
Deloy's ¢ld father is in an almshouse.
‘where he had gone before his son’s elec-
tion as Mayor of Lille, so that since, as
before. the old man receives public aid.

This is how Socialists ‘enrich their
friends.”
“Holmes' calumnies were being

spread in Holland: Von Kol (M. P. of the
Dutch Chamter of Deputiesy asked me
to refute them, 1 thought it quite
sufficlent to send him a few numbers of
the Paris “Tempsg."” which sent a repre-
sentative to thoroughly examine the ad-
ministration of the Roubaix municipal-
ity,  This representative, one of the
most reactionary municipal councilors
of Paris, M. G, Villain, looked into
everything, making the minutest gearch
into all departments, and he failed to
discover a single one of the corrupt
practices spoken of by Holmes & Co,
The “Temps'™ would have been only too
glad to denounce them to the public,

“The ‘Journal de Roubaix,” whose
_mission it is to calummiate the Social-
iste, has completely failed to persnade
the workers that they are being be-
trayed by their leaders, so that when at
the beginning of the year the¢ Govern-
ment dissolved the Municipality, Car-
rette and his friends were returned a
few months later with even larger ma-
jorities than before,

“Finding calnmny useless, the em-
ployers are now ‘rying anoither game,

Only the children in the municipal
schools are fed, and in the home, and in
the name of 'justice’ and ‘eguality’ their
organ, the ‘Jourgal de Rounbaix,’ has

‘started a campaign asking that these
menls shall also be given in the church
schools taught by the priests and nuns,
So it would seem that Mr. Holmes’
friends. the employers, find the Social-
ist methods so excellent that they would
like them to be applied to the schools
started and carried on by themselves
amd the priests!
“PAUL LAFARGUE."

DRUN TAPS.

By PETER E. BURROWES,
At Lucknow a young woman, more
sensitive than her fellow sufferers,
heard the pipes of their Highland de-

liverers long before any of her compan- |

jons. ‘She was only more acutely con-
scious of the common danger, but there-
fore she was the first to interpret those
sounds of deliverancé and to tell the
despairing garrison to hope and live,
Are you more class-conscious than your
companions? Then bid them vote and
live,

One sentence with a germ of deliver-
ance in it. One clear thought-tap on
the ear drnm. of a man who does little
thinking on these matters is better than
ten tatooes on the stretched parchment,

- - -

Redmond says that Ireland will be
free in a few years, With ‘'what sort of
a freedom, Redmond? The politicians’
freedom to enslave or the wage-slaves
freedom; not only to cast off her old
masters, but to save herself from new
ones? Without the second, the first is
N. G

. L -

A New York capitalist sheet has done
a rash thing. It invited the people to
write their opinions of society, with
this result: Such multitudes of letters,
critical and condemnatory, and nearly
all condemnatory, flowed upon the
Editor, who 1s himself a “swell,"” that he
was scared with the threatening host of
angry people he had roused into ex-
pression. So he sat down on them all.
saying that whatever society might be,
it could write, This is a drum tap on
both sides of the drum.

— “ =

1f you don't read the newspapers you
cannot meet the men around you on
current topics. If you read them too
much you will never know, and cannot
share, the feelings and hopes of think-
ers. The newspaper is an intellectual
jag, lasting from New Year's day to
new year's death. The “Daily People”
might be called “The Anti-Jag." Talk-
ing of titles, 1 wish THE PEOPLE was
called “The Socialist.” There are all
sorts of people, and no one can tell what
sort ours is by the title,

- - .

It is complained that the common
people do not take an intelligent in-
terest in politics, Perhaps there is no
intelligent interest in politics for the
common people to take. But there are
some people who are making politics
interesting by bringing an intelligent
interest right into the politicians’ camp
and standing by it; that is their own in-
terest and the people doing it are So-
cialists.

. - -

If there be no reciprocity of alm or
activities between rulers and ruled, why
should the ruled be drum tappers and
rifle bearers for an alien interest?

- - -

They prate about individualism in our
economic system. But Individuals, if
they are poor ones, cannot exist among
us without taking refuge in some group.
The public highways, the work-houses,
the prisons, the morgues, the Potters’
fields are filled with men and women
who strayed from conventional lines
and,were shot down by legally ap-
pointed persons of their own State.

. . .

An individual's chief difficulty to-day

is to shield himsell from social power.
He flies, therefore, to the sheltering
arms of smaller groups. When these
groups happen to be either men of vio-
Jence or capitalists they combine with
State, The State, as w

g}"“, at once the capl

similar groups lnd resist the

Brother Jonathan—It is all ng
to
party could ever win,

Uncle Sam--Why nonsense?

B. J—Well, don't you see, to wip 'y
party must have a strong orgnnluuu
to be a member of an organization one
must pay dues: to pay dues one musg
have money.
poor to have nnvthlng left for dues,

U. 8.--Do these poor people, whe g
too poor to pay dues to a Socialist
ical organization, have any mouey to
pay dues to either of the capital
ieal l’,lrliw" y h‘tm

B. No, tlhiey have none,
pay mn . m

UL S.—And does that keep them
\oung for the old political partieg® *

B. J.—Why, no: how conld either g
the nll |u)hllrn| pnrtlm have the
votes they got if the poor stayved a
from them?

. 8.—~And they win?

B. J.—Why, certainly!

U. S.— \ow if it is at all poulhlo
vou to keep two ideas in your head,
you have the Kindness to explain to’
for what reason is it impossible for
poor, who have no money to

the S. L. P. and make it win, and yet ft
is possible for them to vote for the old
parties and make them win?

B. J remainst silent, - ¥
U. S.—Knocked out, eh?
B. J. (gathering himself

Not quilo 1I'm knocked out m,n the

dues matter. 1 admit that, ‘without
paying dues to the old parties, the poor
vote those tickets: consequently, with-
out paying dues to the S. L, P, they
might vote that ticket and put
through. The trouble with me isdhat I
explained myself wrong. I dido't mean
to say that——

U, 8.—What did you mean to say?

B. J.—-What I meant was that people
are too poor to buy Socialist literature
A8 they can’t buy that, they don’t know
what Socialism stands for, and, of

course, keep on voting for the old
parties,
U, S.—-Hem!

B. J.—You don't believe me? Well,
now, take my vwn case. After 1 have

bill, and God knows they are small, I
barel) have enough to buy clothes ﬂ
shoes  with. No; I haven't

‘Where am 1 to get money from to b
Socialist paper. ‘And above all, whﬂ
shall | get the time to read. 1 hln'
time to read.

1. 8. (trying to look Lun'nmu.hem:)i
Well, that IS hard; these ARB hll‘
times,

I) J —Youn admit that?

S.—0f course; don't I see it? But
thia subject is too sad. By the way, do
you know who won the prize fight yes-
terday ?

B. J. (brightening up)—Yes; Jim
But he did Jack Knocks brown.

. 8.~ How did he do it?

B, J-I'Il tell you. Jack Knocks
made a lunge at Jom Bang's smeller,

Jack’s right jaw, and with his left
struck him square on the heart.
a master strok:! It took the wind
out of Jack, he fell, and when time
called he could not yet get up, and
backers stepped up, and threw up the .
sponge. That blow puts just
into Jim’s peckets and gives hll the
champlonship,

U. 8.—I don't belleve it—

B. J —What don't you bellevo!

U. S.—In the first place, I don’t be-
lieve that Jim knocked out Jack; in the
second place, 1 don’t believe that Jim
could diick when Jack lets fly at his
smeller; in the third place, 1 don't be<
lieve that Jim is the champion
lastly, T don't believe, even if he '-g-
that he got by it $25,000. :

B. J. (who all this while was 100
at U. S, with astonishment, takes out
his right pocket *The Morning
skite" and “The Bugle Blast of Nastl
ness,” from his left pocket he takes
“The Evening Slush Bucket,”
Evening Sewer Squirter” and “The
Evening Slop Jar.” Holding these
papers open at the places where the
prize fight is deseribed with plctures,
shoves them under U. 8.'s nose|
There, now, read for yourself.

U. 8. (shoving off the bundle)—YoR.
are caught like & woodcock in his o
springe,
poor to buy Socialist papers, here
are buying five nasty capitalist sh
you who claim yon are too busy to
Soclalist literaturs and educate ¥
self, here you are finding time enough {0
read fuli accounts of a brutal eneonnt‘
—you deserve your chains, and a
deal more!

B. J.—And lhnll I have no tnn.

U. S.—Have your “fun” as you cal
But don't throw the blame of your
ical ignorance and of the political ignot-
ance of such as you upon your
money or the like. If the majority of
the workingmen are of such
stuff as you, then, of course, it is im-
possible for the Socialist Labor party 10
win. ‘But the blame lies not with your
poverty, it lies with the low level

terest in serious matters, and that is

and then to be 'buncoed out of youf
pennies by capitalist dirty sheets. B
even there you are wrong. Not all the
workers are like you. The majority will
soon find its way to Socialist lite
and then—well when the crash com
then you and such as you will be

by the capitalists, whose sheets you ne
_read, as food for cannon. Good bye.

xnmvu. i
umm Ann::w
:{Mlmw:oumo

imagine that the Socialist x‘h._',

Now, most people are top ;.

with to any political party, to vote fa

You who claim you are l

for the capitalists to exploit in the shop |

paid my rent, my butcher's and baker's

]

i
S

Bangs: nobody would have thought it. %

whereupon Jim ducked, made a felntat

i

your mind, that takes not enough in=
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" The following contribution to the history of Socialism in Poland is from
the pen of Comrade B. A, Jedrzejowski, of London, General Secretary of the
Foreign Leagne of Polish Socialists, ; i

In 1785 Polund was finally dismembered by the three neighboring empires,

= which had already before divided among themselves a large slice of her terri-
tory. Nevertheless she has remained to this day united by a common language
and literapure, comnion historical traditions, and a common struggle for na-
tional independence and unity. The part of Poland annexed by Russia’is the
most important, not only because of its greater size and higher indusirial de-
velopment, but also becaunse it §s the center of Polish intellectnal life and polit-

*dralmovements. - It §s therefore natural that modern Sotialism in Poland should

originate in this part of the country in spite of Russian persecution. The So-
cialist refugees were also the first apostles of Sociallsm fn Austriad and Prus-
sian Poland. : M i
The Socialist movement was started in Warsaw in 1877 on the basis of the
scientific Magxist Socialism by a few circles of young students of Warsaw Uni-
versity,  They soon found numerons ardent Comrades among the manual
workers, and since then the movement has been a purely proletarian one,” Up
 to the end of 1851 there was no definite party organization; the members. were
only loogely grouvped togetner, and were content with reading such Socialist
Hierature as they were able to secretly obtain, teaching each other, golplng
strikes, and earrying on the propaganaa as well as they could  individuaily
nndertake to do at no small risk to themselves.  In 1879, however, there was
started in Geneva the Polish Soclalist paper, “Equality,” which was of course
smuggled into Poland. Early in 1882 the small isolated circles wete organized
in one body, knowmr as “The Proletariat.” which immediately proclaimed the
necessity of a political struggle against Russian despotism.  Since then the
S owar against this most dangerous enemy of the working masses has been car-
ried on without interruption and by evers possible means.
T The “Proletariat’ was, of course, u secret society, as all Socialist organizu-
tions under the yoke of Ruseian Czardom must he: but it soon had branches in
" all the industrial centers of Russian Poland.  During éleven years of its oxist-
enee it gave many examples of brilliant herolsm and personal  sacrifice.  In
Junuary, 1586, twenty-nine of its members were tried by a court-martial; four of
them-— Bardowski, a justice of the peace: Kunicki, a civil engineer; Ossowski,
@ shoemaker, and Pietrusinski, o weaver— were  hanged, and  the remaining
twenty-five were exiled for life to Siberia, sentenced to penal gervitude in the
mines. At the same time more than two hundred other members of the party
“were gent to Siberia by “administrative order,” that s, without trial. Since
then the persecution of Soclalists has Leen reientless,  In one year alone—1894
~about 1,000 Comrades were arrested!  Nevertheless, the “Proletariat” spread
Socialism among the people, organized and conducted many successful strikes,
and distributed large numbers of pamphlers, most of which were directly issued
from the clandestine press at home.  In 1883 and 1884 there was also secretly
published in Warsaw a periodical entitled “Proletariat.””  Moreover, the party
succeeded in defeating several attempts'of the Russian government to further
degrade the people; such, for instunce, as the order of the Warsaw police in
1883, that gl the women employed in factories be periodically subject to a med-
ieal examination as prostitutes! “One of the chisf merits of the vProletariat’”
was the introduction of May Day into Russian Poland in 1890, conformably to
. Ahe resolntions of the Paris International Congress. The first of May conld not
- he celelbpated there by holding open air meetings as in the rest of Europe; but
the workers could at any rate refuse to work, and the large number of them
who took.n vacation on that day showed that' the . Paris Congress had provided
the Polish Soclalists with an excellent means of propagating among thelr op-
pressed countrymen ideas of international Lrotherhood and social justice,
el oty S\t - T o e i g | 41 St
The'rapid growth of Socialisti in Poland, as compared with' its slow prog-
ress in Russin, is additional evidence of the inferior development of the latter
country. In the light of this contrast it becomes apparent to the Polish work-

‘ingmen that they cannot afford to wait for their deliverance until the Russian

peasantry ripens intellectually, politically and industrially. Moreover, in all

.their conflicts with the capitalist class, the Polish workers have found the Rus-

sian bayonets against them. The general strike of 1892 in Lodz, after the first
of May celebration, is an example. Sixty thousand men struck work, and the
employers were ready to grant all thelr demands; but the Russian authority in-
tervened and forbade the employers to make any concessions. At the
time the strikers, who had not broken the peace, were attacked by the military:
45 were killed outright, 200 were wounded, many of them mortally, and about
" 1,000 were arrested. In view of this state of affairs it may; therefore, be readily
comprehended that the idea of anindependent Polish Republic; so dear to the
Polish middle elass also, but for other reasons, should have found emphatic ex-
pression in the political programme of the Socialist party, without in the least
affecting the international character of the movement.
Meanwhile. in 1890 and 1801, the exclusiveness of the “Proletariat’ caused
the formation of three separate Socialist hodies. Such a division of forces, at a
‘time when united action was essential, could not, however, last very long. In
December, 1892, representatives of all the Socialist bodies of Russian Poland
_ held in Paris a secret conference. The result was the formation of one *Polish
‘Socialist party " demanding the Independent Polish Republic, as a necessary
steép towards the total abolition of the present competitive  svetem  and - the
establishmentNf an International Socialist Brothernood, It demanded: (1) Unl-
versal adult sufirage for both-sexes: direct legislation by the people; equality of
nationalities upon the federative principle: local autonomy ; complete liberty of

association, speech, press and religion: free administration of justice; fyee edu-

cation and public maintenance of school children: abolition of standing armies
and the arming of the whole nation: removal of taxes from. necessaries. (2) A
maximum workday of eight hours; legal equalization of wages for both EOXOS;
prohibition of child labor under the age of fourteenr, and limitation of working-
day for young persons to six hours: no night work as a principle: eleéction of
factory inspectors by the workers; State insurance against accidents, illness,
want of employment, old age. ete. (3 Gradual nationalization of all the means
of produdtion and communiecation, c st ol )
At the same time there was founded the “FForeign League of Polish So-
clalists”—which has now branches in most of the large town of Western and
Northern Europe-—for the purpose of uniting into one active body all the Polish
Soclalists residing abroad, particularly the refugees, Its chief aim is to help
the movement in the native country by carrying on the literary and publighing
work, smuggling Soclalist literature into Poland, taking proper measures in
cases of wholesale arrests, ete. The prime importance’of such outside aid to a
country under the Russian yoke is self-evident. The Central Committee of the
F. L. P. 8. met originally in Paris; but after the first month of its existence it
was expelled by the French government at the request of the Russian embassy,
and has since taken quarters in London (7 Beanmont Square, ‘Mile End, E).
This commitiee also represents the secret panty organization of Russian Poland
and acts as the uniting link between Prussian and Austrian Poland. i

As it would take too much space to dilate upon the many brilliant achicyve-
ments of the Palish Socialist party and the enormous growth of its propaganda
and organization. mention will only be made here of some salient features of
the work which.it has done. Nearly 70,000 pamphlets were smuggled into Po-
land and sold or distributed during the last two and a half years; large quan-
tities of literature were also printed by the secret press of Warsaw: May Day
has been regularly and splendidly celebrated every year; a clandestine pub-
lication, entitled, “The Worker,” has been regularly issued in spite of all police
searches.  In.the economic figld numerous, victories have been won. - The
strike in Blalystok, Aug., 1895, against the new factory laws® detrimental to
. :labor, was participated in by all the woikers of the town, to the number of 26.-
000, The third and most recent secret annual congress of the party, held in

July, 1895, decided to carry on an energetic progaganila among the rural
. workeérs. ,

As the programme of the new party satisfles the most burning wants of

all the oppressed, especially in its declaration of war against Czardom and for
v the Polish Republic, it has already secured to this party the leading place in

the political life of the nation. In spite of the efforts of the Radical middle-
+  class party, which is also striving for national independence, there seems now
no doubt that the coming Polish uprising will be led by the Socialists, and
(lulltr the workers will win the Republi¢ by their own efforts and for their own
welfare, X i

Austrizn Poland (the so-called Galicin) was the birthplace of the first

Polish Socialist paper, “The Worker,” published in Lemberg in 1878: but So-
cialism did not become there a political foree of importance until the 1st of May,
18%0. In consequence of different industrial conditions this part of Poland is

not subject to the iniluence of such highly developed capitalism as now exists

In Russian Poland, and the proletarian masses, therefore, are not so large and
80 dense in the former as in thelatter.  But as it is also the least oppressed by
foreign domipation, the national intellectual life has to struggle against fewer
obstacles. and since 1890 Socialism has grown very rapidly. The Comrades of
Galicia have consequently now one of the best organized parties in the whole
Austrian Empire, always at the front in the agitation for universal suffrage, in
the celebration of the first of May and in the entire economic movement and
| bropaganda of Socialism. =The recent victories of the Radical Peasants' party

at the elections to the Galician Diet (Sept., 1895) will also turn to the advan-
. tage of our Comrades. 3 ‘ ?

In Prussian Poland the foreign domination is a fundamental obstacle to
economic deyvelopment, because all industry is killed by Prussian laws. In the
‘second r'ace the moyement is retarded by the low state of national intellectual
« Hfe, owiug to the Prussian policy of destroving all Polish culture by means of

B

eational institutions within the conquered territory, ete. This part of Poland
I8 consequently the poorest and most retrograde. Moreover. the Bismarkian
Persecution of Polish Roman Catholic priests has had the-effect of keeping the
people more atzached to their clergy than they might otherwise be, and the
nfluence of the latter is decidedly hostile ot Socialism. It is no wonder, there.'
. that in spite of the generous help from the German Social Democrats, the
movement in this part of Poland is the weakest. Yet, although slowly, it is
ing. In 1888 the Polish Comrades, who belonged till then to the German
cfal Demoeratic party, founded their own “Polish Socialist party,” and the
Bumber of votes cast for their candidates at the German parliamentary elec-
Ancreased from 3,081 in 1890 to 6,295 in 1893, The principles of the So-
ISt programme in all parts of Poland are, of course, the same, and the trade
mlons, which are progressing favorably, especially in-Austrian Poland, are or-
Banized entirely by the Socialist party. : i
Ten party periodicals are now published, namely, “The Dawn." the oldest,
tablished in 1881, printed espeeially for Russian Poland, and now published
or "Kv by a;nemxi,. i uare, Mile End, London, E., price 4s. per
ew Worker
for' Pry Iy, Cracow; “Stork,” 1892

‘Forward 3 :
1894, monthly, Warsaw: “Hearth,”

same -

an schools, prosecutions of Polish teachers, prohibition of all higher edu-

* 1890, weekly, Lemberg; “Workers' Paper,” 1891, weekly, '
land; * '+ 1892

number of books and pamphlets,

* Ofiiciel dn Parti Soclaliste Polonais,” June, 1895 ‘published monthly in London
at the above address, in French, chiefly to supply the foreign Soclalist press
with information concerning the Polish movement. The party owns two presses
~-a gecret one in Warsaw, the other in London—from which are issued a large

“SOPRISTICATIONS.

(Continued from Page l.f

not an article of food.”! The New York
Board of Health asked for an injunction
against the sale of certain Ping Grey
teas, but the court refused to grant it
on the ground that, although the teas in
question had been clearly proved to be
adulterated with gypsum, Prussian
blue, sand, etc., it was necessary to
prove that the effect of such admixtures
was such as to constitute a. serious
danger to public health.

To say that sophistication of foods is
widely spread is to put it very mildly; it
will hardly be an exaggeration to com-
pute the amount of adulteration of foods
at 50 per cent,
Analysts of England organized in 1874
iesned the following results of their
work:

areentage
Samples  Sauples Purcentage

Year,

1875-6 15,989 2,895 18.10
1877 11 943

1878 15167 -

1879 17574

1880 179197

1881 17825 "

1882 19459

1853 14 560

The diminution in the amount of

adulteration beginning from 1581 was
due to enactment of the Salesof Food
and Drng Act.  Although the manufac-
turers apparently got soon-accustomed
to the law, and recognizing that the
devil is'not as black as he is painted,re-
lapsed to their former sophistication,
and thus we 3ee an increase to 16.4 in
1883.  According to the statisitics pub-
lished by the Paris Municipal Labora-
atory, during the years of 1881-2, 17,010
sampled were tested, of which 4,202
were found passable, 6430 acullerated,
but not injurious, and 2,006 injurious.
From the results of the work of the
New York State Board of Health during
the vear of 1882 we can get a glimpse at
the adulterations practiced in various
kinds of foodls! 3
! No. of No. fomd  Per cent

Articlos. sample to be aduls of adul-
tested,  terated. teration

Butten: dasi e 40 21

Olive oil ...... 16 9

Baking powder 84 8

Rlour i freiings 117 8

12511 [ WP 180 112

Coffee (ground) 21 19

Cundy (yvellow) 10 7 70,00

Brandy! o i, 25 16 64,00

Sugar (brown) . 67 4 5.97

From the annual report of the New
York City Board of Health for the year
1885 we gather the following statistics:
Adulterated milk destroyed, 1,701 quarts
Adulterated candy destroyed, 72,700 ibs,
Adulterated cheese destroyved 5.700 1bs.
Adulterated packages of tea ordered out

of sale, 266 1bs, 7
Canned goods condemned, 39,905 1bs,
Fickles condemned, 4,000,

Coffee condemned, 4,100 1bs,
Pepper, gpices and baking powder, 1,-

455 Ibs. - :
Meat and fish, 790,410 1bs,

Trout, 212,000 Ihs,

In a foot note in his book “Capital,” K.
Marx tells us of a certain chemist, Che-
vallier, who enumerated about 600 art-
icles in the manufacture of which 10,
20 and 30 different methods of adulter-
ation arc practised. He adds that he
does not know all the methods, and
does not mention al that he knows. He
gives 6 kinds of adulteration of sugar,
9 of olive oil, 10 of butter, 12 of salt, 19
of milk, 20 of bread, 23 of brandy, 24 of
coffee, ete. “Even God Almighty does
sacrament are also adulterated.”

In his book on adulteration published
in London in 1820, Mr. Frederic Accum
points out the general spread of this
evil, affecting every industry. Woolen
goods are adulterated with cotton, soap
with clay, paper with plaster of paris,
provisions of &1l kinds with a number ot
worthless an¢ actually injurious sub-
stances, “The eager and . insatfable
thirst for gain, says he, which seems to
be & leading characteristic of the times,
calls into action every human faculty,
and gives an irresistible impulse to the
power of invention, and where lucre be-
comes the reigning principle the possi-
ble sacrifice of a fellow creature’s life is
a secondary consideration,

At a meeting held in London on the
10th of March, 1851, a grocer produced a
compound of burnt peas, dog Dbiscuit,
prepared earth, gnd a substance which,

is too horrid to mention.” Speaking of
the cruel abuses practiced by London
bakers on their journeymen, K. Marx
suys that “their cry was so urgent that
Mr. H. S. Tremerhere was appointed
Royal Commissioner of Inquiry. His
report, together with the evidence given
roused, not the heart of the public, but
its stomach. Englishmen, always well
up in the Bible, knew well enough that
man, unless by elective grace a cap-
itaiist, or landlord or sinecurist, is com-
mandad to eat his bread in the sweat of
his brow: but they did not know that he
‘had to.eat dally in his bread a quantity
of human perspiration mixed with the
discharges of abscesses, cobwebs, death,
black beetles and putrid German yeast,
without counting alum, sand and other
agreeable mineral ingredients.” .

Whilé it is true that as a general rule
the small capitalist is the one that prac-
tices adulterazion, yvet we occasionally
sée the “big ones” trying to ‘swipe.”
Everybody remembers the attempt
made by Carnegie & Co. to defraud the
government by adulterating the armor
plate. This great patriot, the eminent
phianthropist, who figures as the ideal
of a capitalist, wanted to be the.lowest
bidder.and as hie could not accomplish it
by any other means, he substituted “by
mistake” armour plate of an inferior
quality, But we have to give them
credit; they very seldom resort to such
foul means, only in extremes. What is
the use for a highway robber going
around sneaking on the corners?

In conclusion, I will mention one art-

that, which is supplied to use in an im+
pure state, causing many - diseases,
which pauperize the people, rob father
and mother {rom their families, chil-
dren from their parents. good citizens
from the community, In this case the
impure and disease breeding state of the
L article is due in most cities not to the
greed of the capitalist directly but to the

er
1685, monthly, Lemberg; and “Bulletin

corruption of his falthful servant—the

The Society of Public !

ur
examined. adnlterated, . “".'.,;.n.m y

meal, 28 of chocolate, 30 of wine, 32 of

not escape this fate, for materials of

he said, I shall not describe because it-

icle of food, and an important one er _purpose of misleading people”: it surely

“bare necessities are

72

politician. 1 mean water. Water as a
leading article of diet can hardly be
overestimated: it is universally used by -
people of all ar o8, sex and station of
lfe; it is as necessary to the human
being as it is to fish, and its purity
should be of primary importance; vet
the water we drink contains among
other impurities pathogenic germs, such
as the bacillus of Eberth, which ciuses
the well known disease, typhold fever.
The gung of Bigellows knows very well
how to direct its energy in order to ac-
quire¢ popularity” and fame, and have
monuments erected to them while still
alive, At the expense of the people they
beantify that part of the city where the
rich ‘live by making parks which
the thajority of people seldom enjoy
tfor lack of car fare, leisure, * bodily
strength, ete), while the workingmen
are poisoned by water polluted by the
refuse of mills, are stricken down, with
epidemic diseases, for lack of money in
the city treasury to erect good water-
works (the rich do not need them, they
drink  “erystal’ ice-distilled: water.”)
Parks are a luxury, and if the people
are to pay for everything they get, they
shonld not be compelled to pay for Inx.
uries which they cannot enjoy, while
wanting. But why
should they care for the health of the
workingmen; are not enough of them on
the market? Population, says Malthus,
is on the constant increase anyhow, and
an occasional epidemic of typhoid fever,
cholera morbus, ete., will only do them
good by removing them to a better
world., There is at present an epidemic
of typhoid fever at Maidstene, England,
The total of the attacked is about 1,457,
and it is rapidly increasing: some days
over 60 cases are added to the roll. This
Epidemic was traced to the water sup-
plied by a compuny from a polluted
spring, The company was aware of the
infected state of the spring, but was re-
Inctant to cut off the supply on account
of cost,

I will make a broad but nevertheless
corect statement that every case of
typhoid  fever should & charged
against the eity, and every death due to
that disease is a crime committed. by
the municipality. If our politicians
would not be corrupted and would
really have the interest of the public at
heart (as they claim to have before
election) no money wonld be spent on
parks or gea-horses“until every inhab-
itant would be supplied with DIS-
TILLED WATER.

From the f{oregoing statements we
reach the following conclusion: Adulter-
ation is only one of the, we may say,
pathognomonic symptoms of the present
soclal disease, and not an independent
disease per se; hence all remedies di-
rected to the cure of this symptom alone
will eventually fail. Speaking of rem-
edies, 1 can do no better than illustrate
by an analogy from the practice of med-
icine. Since the social organism has
been repeatediy compared by such men
a8 Spencer to the human body, the path-
ological conditions of the social organ-
ism may aiso be compared to similar
conditions in the human organism, Now
we will take such a disease as tubercu-
losis (or consumption). It usually gives
rise to diverse symptoms, as, for in-
stance, cough, debility, emaciation, pain,
indigestion, and its train of symptoms,
fever, constipation, night sweats, ete..
How futile would it be to try to cure
one of the symptoms without removing
their causative agent, The rational phy-
sician will endeavor to remove the
cause (the bacillug of Koch), knowing
that then, and only then, wil all the
symptoms subside, and the patient will
recover, But so long as the cause can-
not be removed, the symptoms can only
be temporarily ameliorated by the var-
ious expectorants for the cough, ano-
dynes for the pain antipyretics for the
fever, and a host of otler remedies;
while the disease will still claim f{ts
enormous rate of mortality. The social
disease at pr-sent is “‘capitalism;" adul-
teration is only one of its symptoms,
and all the legislation directed to com-
bat this symptom will- have no perma-
nent effect o long as the cause is not
removed. We should therefore be scien-
tific and rational in applying remedies
to the cure of our social disease, and re-
member that only a radical remedy that
will cut the root of the disease will per-
manently restore socie{y to a normal
condition. Remove the cause, and its
consequences will vanish.,

A. ROBIN, M. D.

Alleghany, Pa.
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Offhand Answers to Inquirers.

I, New York.—Cockroaches are

not discussed with; they are stepped J

upon, ; /
C. Gill, St. Louis.—We know of no

specific work on or collection of Federal

Courts injunction decisions.  These
must be got out of the Federal Courts’
Reports.

To whom it may concern, Brooklyn.—
Will you never learn that when you
send a newspaper clipping you should
state the paper it is taken from and the
date? . Moreover, you seem to be behind
time. Look up the Letter Box in our
issue of the 9th instant. The bluffer
was there promptly called down.

J. R. R., Albany, N. Y.—The articles
on Austria and Italy that have ap-
peared recently on the third page are
advance pages of an almanac of the S.
L. P. that the party has commissioned
Comrade Lucien Sanial to prepare. The
almanac will be published shortly, and
will contain, besides, valuable statis-
tical information for the use of speakers
and agitators. Successive issues of THE
PEOPLE will contain Comrade Sanial’s
monographs on Spain, Poland, Belgium,
Germany, France, etc.

M. I. R.. Brooklyn.—Drop in here
some time between Thursdays and

 Saturdays. !

0. K., N. Y.—We don’t know that the
Commonwealth Co. is there “for the

is there, however, for the purpose of
making what it can more or less un-
scrupulously, seeing that it seeks to
sail under Soclalist colors, and retails
the sheerest trash, often rot, along with
some good matter.

The receipt of a sample oépy of this |

| CORMESPONDENGE. -

A Justly Indignent Plgsterer.

To THE PEOPLE:—That precious
aggregation, consisting  mainly  of
frauds and fakirs, who assemble weekly
at Clarendon Hall in order to put in
evidence the low cunning and vulgar
duplicity of .their dishonest souls, and
who are known as the “Central Labor
Union.” have issued a journal, ealled
“The Official Handbook of the United
Building Trades of the Central Labor
Union of New York City and Vielnity."
As a workingman, represented in that
body, [ feel disgraced by that “catch-
penny” and “catch-job” publication: it
fairly teems with lies, deception and
misrepresentation. To give a few illus-
trations: i ]

The Rev. Falsifier W. D. P. Rliss, the
Stiggins of the labor movement, id the
writer of the first article, entitled
“American  Trades . Unionism.” This
man prevaricates like the regular cap-
italist parson in nearly every line, and
his  duplicity becomes nll the more
nauseous when we recall the fact that
he poses as a “Christian Socialist.”” The
following is a typical specimen of his
twaddle:

*This and other similar local experi-
ences have led most of the trade union
leaders of to-day to believe in keeping
the trade unions, AS UNIONS, out of
politics, and though many, perhaps
most, trade unionists favor Socialism
as an ultimate, the majority of « the
leaders oppode committing the unions
as unions to avowed Sociallsm now, and
especially to the programme of the So-
cialist Labor party, or of any other po-
litical party. This position has led to a
bitter attack upon these by the leaders
of the Socialist Labor party, mand the
attempt, only in part suctessful, to cap-
ture the trade union movement for po-
litical Socialism. The majority of the
trade unions, however, adhere to the
traditional  poliey of concentrating
their efforts on the short hour move-
ment."” i

“Believe in keeping trades unions as
unions out of politics,” forsooth! Who
among those interested in the labor
question can have forgotten the dis-
graceful scenes witnessed during  the
last election in Clarendon Hall, when
delegates to the C. L, 17, and prominent
members of Typographical Union No. §
endeavored to exploit their unions for
political ends,

“The attempt to caprure the trades
union movement for political Socialism™
is, it is true, only partially successful so
far, owing to the fact that the Socialist
Trade & Labor Alliance is fiot yet two
years of age, but it is such a vigorous
infant that it is setting the old hack
howling with rage, and, like Hercules,
it is already strangling the pure and
simple vipers, if we are to judge of
the agonized manner in which they are
howling. The few following extracts
from same article need no comment:

“The one governing idea among
American trade unionists, except as to
the minority, who are Soclalists, is to
‘concentrate efforts on the short-hour
movement.” f

“If Socialism be ‘the ideal, or what-
ever be the ultimate ideal, trade union-
ists believe that the first thing to do is
to make the workers capable of carrying
out the ideal.”

He concludes with the following ex-
tremely funny eulogy upon the religious
spirit, the honesty and Integrity of the
waulking delegate (sic) of the pure and
simple trades union

“But his main work the public sees
little of. This is to visit the sick, to
care for the fatherless and widows in
their affliction, to pay out the benefits
of the organization.. Few people live
more “pure religion and undefiled be-
fore God" than these same despised
walking delegates.  Strikes occur in any
one place only occasionally. The quiet
beneficiary work of the trade union and
its walking delegates GOES ON ALIL
THE TIME."

So do their salaries.

An anonymous article on another
page of the journal in question bluntly
controverts the ideas about the eight-
hour agitation as enunciated in the
.above extracts from the article of the
Rev, Falsifier Bliss. This anonymous
article is entitled “Organize and Edu-
cate,” of which these are a few ex-
tracts;

“Much has been said and written
about shortening the hours of labor, and
the reasons adduced have been that by
80 doing the unemployed will be ab-
sorbed; and thus blacklegs and scabs
(as our unfortunate unemployed com-

petitors for work are called), would be- |

come extinct, and labor would then be
able to assert itself—a very beantiful
idea, but, after all, a mere delusion.
“We have seen that, as a scientific
palliative, even to give the workers
more leisure, an eight-hour day may
not do what its advocates claim, since
by the itensification of Iabor the work-
people may be as much physically ex-
hausted in an eight-hour day as in a
longer one. The hope of the work-
people that by the same means the de-
mand will equal the supply, and so ab-
sorb the unemployed, will not be ful-
filled. We have seen, too, that an eight-
hour day s quite an arbitrary affair, far
too long, and is only adopted as a polit-
fcal ery, because its advocates believe it
will be attained on account of it pre-
senting so little difficulty to the cap-
italists; and we have also called atten-
tion to the fact that those who put it
forward have never shown how a uni-
versal eight-hour law could be success-
fully enforced—even if, to stave off im-
minent soclal and industrial changes, it

should be placed upon the statute:

book.”

Again as follows

“If the organized workers of this and
every other country truly desired the
eight-hour day, they could immediately
obtain it. It is because the elght-hour
day is only a political ery of the labor
leaders, instead of a solid, earnest de-
mand on the part of the workers, that
prevents its immediate adoption. No,
Comrades and fellow-workers, our
social 'emuncipation lays not in the
adoption of an eight-hour day, but in
the complete overthrow of the present
industrial system, i, e., capitalism, and
the substitution of co-operation.”

This last extract would iead one to
imagine the writer of this article to be
animated by a judicious spirit of So-

cialism were it not for the fact that in.

another part of his article e gives evi-
-dence of that Anarchistic “no-politics™
attitude so acceptable: to pure’ and
simpledom in the following strain:
“We at least want our fellow workers
to understand that the science of pol-

paper is an invitation to.mlmrlpo.

b > i

itics is the science of their social and in-

dustrial enslavement,

and that the only

way to improve their position soclally,
is to win better industrial conditions by
their own, outside any political move-
ment."

The deception and chicanery of our
representatives in the (. L. U, and the
contradictory and Ilving nature of the
artivles in its official journal prompt the
writing of this repudiation of their re-
actionary and corrupt tactics, by

JOHN LAFFEY,

Member of Plain and Ornamental

Operative Plasterers,
i

SOCHAL DEVELOPNENT.

"“In his work on the “Development of
Socialism from Utopla to  Sciénce,”
Frederick Engels sums up the course of
the class struggle, its several successive
stages and the significance of each in
the: development of production in the
following clear mannér:

1. MEDIEVAL, SOCIETY. - Small
indivivdual preduction. Means of pro-
duction adapted to  individual use;
thence primitively inefficient and paltry,
and dwarfish in their results.: Produc-
tion for the immediate consumption,
¢ither of the producer himself or of his
feudal lord. Only there where an ex-
cess of production over consumption
takes place, is that excess offered for
sale and fallg into exchange, The pro-
duction of “commodity” is in its incipi-
eney: but already it contains in em-
bryo THE ANARCHY OF PRODUC-
TION IN SOCIETY AT LARGE.

1. CAPITALIST REVOLUTION.—
Transformation. of  industry,  first
through simple co-operation and manu-
facture. Concentration of the thitherto,
scattered means of production in large
workshops, and, thereby, their trans-
formation from individual into soctal
means of production—a transformation,
that, on the whole does not.affect the
form of exchange, The old forms of ap-
propriation remain in force. The CAP-
ITALIST makes his appearance, In
his capacity of owner of the means of
production, he appropriates the pro-
duets also, and turns them into “com-
modities.” Production has become ,a°
socinl act, Exchange, and, together
with it, appropriation remain individual
acts, acts of the individual. THE SO-
CIAL PRODUCTS ARE APPROPRI-
ATED BY THE INDIVIDUAL CAP-
ITALIST. This is the fundamental
contradiction from which arise all the
contradictions in which present society
moves, and which production in gross
brings to light: i

A.—Severance of the producers
from the means of duction.
Condemnation of the worker to
life - long.  wage - labor. CON-
TRAST BETWEEN PROLE-
TARIAT = AND CAPITALIST
CLASS.

B—Growing predominance and in-
creasing effectiveness of the laws
that govern the production of
commodities.  Unbridled com-
petitive struggle. Contradiction
between social organization In
the separate factories, and soclal
anarchy in produstion at.large.

('.~On the one hand, perfection of
machinery made by ccmpetition
compulsory upon every individual
manufacturer, and - equivalent
with ever' increasing displace-
ment of labor—the industrial RE-
SERVE ARMY. On the other
hand, boundless expansion of pro-
duction, equally a compulsory
law of competition to every m
ufacturer. On both hands, un
heard of development of pro-
ductive forces, excess of supply

rover demand, over-production,
glutting of the markets, decen-
nial crises, the vicious circle:
here, a superabundance of pro-
ducts and means of production;
yonder a superabundance of
workingmen without employ-

- ment and without means of exist-
ence. But these two forces of
production and soclal well-being
cannof combine because the cap-
ftalist form of production pre-
vents the productive powers from

operating and the products from .

circulating unless they first con-
vert themselves into capital—u
thing that their very super-
abundance prevents from being
done, The contradiction has be-
come an absurdity;: THE MODE
OF  PRODUCTION REBELS
AGAINST THE FORM OF EX-
CHANGE. The capitalist class is
« convicted of incapacity further to
direct its own soclal nowers of
production. i
D.~—Partial recognition of the social
character of the pewers of pro-
duction forced upon the capital-
ists themselves. Appropriation
of the large organisms of produc-
tion and of communication and
transportation, firet by STOCK
COMPANIES, next by the
STATE. The capitalist class
shows itself to be superfluous; all
its socinl functions are filled by
hired employees. :

III. PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION.
—Solution of the contradictions. The
proletariat seizes the public power, and,
with its aid, turns the powers of pro-
duction, that have been slipping from
the hands of the capitalist class, Into
public property. By this act It frees
the means of production from :their
previous capitalist quality, and gives
their social character full freedom to
assert itself. Thenceforth, social pro-
duction upon a pre-detérmined plan be-
comes possible. The development of
production makes the continuance of
several soclal classes an apachronism.
In proportion as anarchy in the pro-
duction of soclety at large disappears,
the political authority of the State be-
comes dormant. Man, finally master of
his own form of social organization, be-
comes at the same time lord over nature
—lord over himself--in short, free. To
accomplish this. work of universal
emancipation is the historic mission of
the modern proletariat. To investigate
its historic conditions, thereby its na-
ture itself, and thus to impart a con-
sclousness of its own motion to that
class that, oppressed to-day, Is called
upon to do the act—-thet is the task of
the theoretic expression of the move-

ment of the proletariat, I. e., of sclentific '

Socialism. : X
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