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At the special election helddast ‘t'ues-
day in the Thirteenth Congressional
district of Massachusetts, comprising
New Bedford, the Socialist Labor party
vote in New Bedford rose from 155 last
year to 731. Randall, the Republican
candidate, polled in that erstwhile Re-
publican stronghold just 5 votes more
than Skahan, the S. L. P. candidate,
The closeness of this majority has
caused the Comrades to demand ‘a re-
count. It is believed the S. L. P. carried
New Bedford.

But even if the recount should not
give the S. L. P. the majority in the
¢ity, the vote is a marked victory,
whose aigr}ﬂi:a?co will surely not es-
cape either friend or foe. :
wdbe S L. P yote in New Badford had
bern sinking. It went up a little, 100
trifling to mention, after the previous

strike here; and then it drooped again,

Then came this year's strike, and with

it a Socialist agitation that was not

posgible at the previous strike. The

Socialist Trade & Labor Alllance had

not yet been organized; nor, as a result

had the warfare of the party been as
aggressive ageinst those outposts of
the capitalist class—the “pure and sim-
. ple’” labor fakirs--as since. The party
agitation, lacked accordingly, that
practical turn that only a close contact
*with the daily class-struggle could im-
part. The effect appeared in the trifling
increase recorded at the succeeding
election, and in the subsequent loss, not

* .- of the Increase only but even of part of

the little vote previously polled.

All that was different this year. The
strilte. called for a thorough debate of
the labor question in New Bedford.
This was 'due to the existence. of the

Alliance and its close connection with:
The party agitation went.

the party.
hand in hand with the immedately
practical work of Alliance agitation
and ORGANIZATION. This called for
the resistance of the.fakirs.. Of all col-
ors, all shades and all gizes, they poured

"‘_ into New Bedford: they attacked the

Alliance; they were forced to present
“arguments’'; and, such as these were,
cotld be weighed in a manner that the
New Bedford proletariat never could
. before. By precept and by contrast the
class-conscious issue was held up and
‘emphasized, and the whole was clinched
by Alllance organizations—“opposition
unfons,” as the hostile element loves to
style them-—, .and, oh. horror! in the
very midst of a strike at that! =~
There are those, who, wishing the
party's success, yet have pérsisted in
blindness upon the deep strategy and
soundness of the Alliance movement,
and have imagined they made a strong
_ argument against the policy that sént
party agitators out who, to put it in
thelr own words, “only made Alliance
Speeches and only orgdnized Alliance
Locals.” Look at New Bedford! The
Sight there seen proves that no Alliance
Speech {s imaginable that is not a
Sudken pier for the class-conscious po-
structure: The membership of
the New Bedford S. L. P. Sections in-
€reased; the S. L. P. vote swells to such
magnitude as to justify the belief that
It carried the city--and that in the
midst of a war fever, well calculated
2nd expected to carry the voters off
their feet {nto the camp of the capitalist
party in power.
* New Bedford deserves a rousing
ter from the class-conscious prole-
. fariat in the land: In their name we
- Bive it here.
 With New Bedford as the proof of the
Pudding, let the well-rounded, politico-
. &onomic, uncompromisingly aggres-
agitation, education and organiza-
proceed revolutionward.

MASSACHUSETTS STATE CON-
VENTION. ;
The Eighth Convention of the Soclal-
-~ Labor party of Massachusetts met
Lynn on May 8 lakt and continned
Session until to-day, holding, in all.
sittings. There were 38 delegates
Bresent. It {s considered the largest,
i Important and most interesting of
i Hhe conventions of the party in the
tance

Its ?.dﬂ acts of public impor-

1. The nomination of the following
; TICKET:
For Governor,

GEORGE R. PEARE,
of Lynn,

For Lieutenant Governor,
MICHAEL T, BERRY,
of Haverhill.

For Secretary of State,
J. F. STEPHENS,
of Boston.

For State Treasurer,
MARTHA M. AVERY,
of Boston.

For Attorney General,
CLARENCE E. SPELLMAN,
of ‘Westfield.

For State Auditor,
JOSEPH M. PALME,
JOSEPH PALME,
of New Bedford,

The party’s candidate for Governor,
George R. Peare, was born May 13, 1847,
in Halifax, N. 8., while his parents were
on a visit to the Provinces from Alex-
andria, Va., their home; came to Massa-
chusetts the same year: stopped there
for some time, journeying to Columblia,
South Carolina. The family came North
shortly before the war, residing in Law-
rence and Boston during the Civil War;
.at which place George attended school
and Comers College in Boston; after
graduating at that institution he went
to Chicago and attended Eastman's Col-
lege in that city.

Mr. Peare is a draughtsman and ma-
chinigt: from an expeiience in the Me-
Kay factory in Lawrence he became
acquainted with the McKay machine,
and during the dull times and panic of
1873 he came to Lynn and worked as
a McKay stitcher.

He was a member of Local Assembly
715, Knights of Labor. After the big
strike in Lynn he was a member of the
old Stitchers’ Union and later the Sole
Fasteners' Union,

In 1885 he joined the Socialist Labor
party, and has been a hard and con-
stant worker for the- party since that
time; was candidate for Lientenant
Governor in 1891, when the party first
entered the field in Massachusetts; later
he was a candidate for Congress against

trict.

_In 1872 he was married to Sarah
Slade, of Winhast, Vermont; his family,
consisting of three grown-up sons and
a daughter attending school, now live
on Essex streot. Lynn.

2. By far the subject that brought out
the best intellectual abilities, legislative
usefulness and oratorical powers of the
delegates was that relative to the

“SOCIAIMST TRADE & LABOR
ALLIANCE,

the debate upon which occupied nearly
all the forenoon of Monday, the 30th of
May. This debate was made all the
more interesting by the appearance of
Secretary Carter, of Lasters’ Union No.
32, of Lynn, and member of the Lynn
Local Alliance of the S. T. & L. A., who
asked the privilege of the floor on behalf
of the 8. T. & L. A: The privilege was
accorded by unanimous consent. After
his well-grounded address the following
resolutions were adopted with hardly a
dissenting vote:

“WHEREAS, In the stage of In-
dustrial development, known as the

manufacturing period, the old trade
gnilds and organizations, in which mas-
ter and man - protected themselves
against the aggressions of feudal lords,
have now necessarily evolved with a
higher form of the class struggle in
which the man, no longer an artisan
selling the product of his labor, but a
wage slave, selling his labor power,
while the master no longer works at his
craft, but has evolved into.the holder
of great aggregations of capital, the
class struggle now presents hostility
directly between the wage slaves and
the capitalist class,

“The by-gone advantage with the
strike, boycott and label as weapons
of offence and defence, suited as“they
were to subjects under despotic gov-
ernments, are not a force sufficlent to
enable men living under & higher form
of industrial development to gain re-
dress or to obtain advancement. Be it
therefore

“RESOLVED, That an appeal be
sent by the Socialist Labor party to
the trades organizations throughout the
Commonwealth setting forth the class
struggle, its historic development and
the opportunity now afforded to the
working class for emancipation from
the degradation of servility and poverty
to the natural rights of citizens, the co-
operative ownership of-all the means of
production and the benefits of nclence‘
and cultivation of the arts by the re-
organization of trades unions under the
principles of the Socialist Trade & La-
bor Alliance, which recognizes that the
working class must become the ruling
class; be it further

“RESOLVED, That the Socialist La-
bor party send speakers to the trades
unions to speak in support of this ap-

al."

3. Action on the

] DEBS DEMOCRACY.

This was brought on by the reading
from the Chair of an invitation from
that “Democracy” in Massachusetts to
fuse with it. While the reading of the
invitation was going on, a hum of un-
dertone conversation and merriment
went through the Convention. The in-
vitation was referred to a special com-
mittee with instructions to frame a re-
ply. In a few days it will be sent as a
message of light and education to those
of the Debs movement who are in it
simply out of blindness.

It should here be added that the
epistle inviting the party to fuse con-

“Konikow"—a woman whose conduct
was found out to be so unclean in the
party of this State, while she was an
officer thereof, that, although she had
withdrawn, the Convention felt con-
strained to brand her by officially ex-

Henry €abot Lodge, in the Seventh dis-

"italist class. They stand still

tained among other signatures that of -

pelling her, as will be seen by the re-

port of the Convention on the fourth
page under internal official matters.

In this connection should also be
mentioned that a long letter was read
to the Convention by Morris E. Ruther,
of Holyoke, secretary of the State Com-
mittee, addressed to him recently by
one Kelliher, secretary of the Social
Democracy of “America and Patg-
gonia,” in which the writer said his
(Ruther's) name had been given him
as one most fitted to take up the work
of orgamzing the Social Democracy in
Holyoke and vicinity, and pointing out
that power was about to fall into their
hands if the friends of the ‘“cause”
would hut reach out their hand to
pluck it, if indeed that were necessary,

" as there was a man up the tree of power

to shake the ripe fruit into the laps
of all who would but stand under the
tree of Social Democracy. Ruther de-
nounced the communication as a base
attempt t. bribe the highest officer of
the S. L. P. in Massachusetts, which he
spurned with indignation.

PENNSYLVANIA STATE CONVEN-
TION.

The Socialist Labor party State Con-
vention met in 8. S. Pittsburgh yester-
day and lasted two days. Its important
public official acts were:

1. The nomination of the following

TICKET:
For. Governor,
J. MAHLON BARNES,
of Philadelphia.

For Lieutenant Governor,
W. H. THOMAS,
of Buena Vista.

For Congressmen at Large,
DONALD L. MUNRO,
of Durkois.

JOHN R. ROOT,
of Pittsburgh.

For Judges of Superior Court,
DR. B. B. LEVENGOOD,
of Bellewood.

2. Action was taken on the

S.T. & L.'A,,

by the adoption of a resolution to {ssue
a manifesto to the working class, which
is to be circulated throughout the State,
urging the Wworkingmen to identify
themselves with the Socialist Trade &
Labor Alliance, 5

3. The consideration of a

PLAN OF CAMPAIGN,

whicli resulted in a resolution to send
an agitator especially through the coal-
mining regions.

In view of the splendid results of the
special election in New Bedford, the
following passage from a speech de-
livered there by Comrade Hickey the
night before election, and reproduced in
the New Bedford “Evening Standard”
will be found interésting:

“This old world of ours is a world of
change. Life is inseparable from mo-
tion. The rude blasts of Boreas that
blows across the New England hills in
the gray dawn of a winter's morning
changes to the gentle breezes of balmy
spring. The hot winds of a torrid sum-
mer's day changes to the cooling
zephyrs of our glorious fall. As the
seasons change so does our industrial
system. Franklin's old font of type is
now in the museums. In its place we
have the Mergenthaler linotype-
setting machine. The old spinning
wheel of our grandmother's days has
passed away. Instead we have the
Northrup loom. No longer do we hear
the clang of the hammer on the anvil
in the old village blacksmith's shop.
Instead we have the mighty trip ham-
mer, with its thousand ton force.

.Fulton’s old steam engine that used to

run up and down on the Hudson is sup-
planted by the mighty engines that an-
nihilate space in their passage across
the Atlantic. The little old red school
house, with its dozen scholars, i{s no
longer a delight to the eye. We now
have the mighty public school, where a
thousand - children sing their matin
songs. Everywhere is seen life, change
and motion, except in the old British
pure and simple trades union. There
labor sings the same old battle songs
that it sang in the valleys of Lancashire
100 years ago. As a result we have a
New Bedford strike with its reconcen-
trado wretchedness, where the strikers
pit a soup house against a palace. A
strike in which the workers pit the
pennies in their tattered pants’ pockets
against the massed millions of the cap-
They
change not with the changing tlmes).
They sufter and die., Against this con-
dition of affairs the Socialist new trades
unionist ralses aloft the banner of re-
volt. He says ‘keep abreast of times
and victory will be your reward.’

“Yote yourselves on the right side of
the policeman’'s clubs and the militia-
man's bayonets. Put yourselves behind
the ermine of the judges on the bench.
Then, and not until then, will the sun-
light of success shine on your banners,
and shining thus, reflect the future
freedom of our class,” '

* The English translation of Karl
Marx' “Eighteenth Brumaire,” that re-
cently ran through THE PEOPLE, is
now to be had bound in an elegant vol-
ume of 78 pages, with Marx' picture as

frontisplece. This work is of great.

value. No Socialist, even though he be
no student, and no student even though
he be no Soclalist, can afford to be with-
out it. Apply Labor News Co., 64 E.
4th street, N Y. city. Price 25 cents,

The receipt of.u.)i' copy. of this
paper is an invitation to subscride.

FREACH CONRAES.

Interesting Featwres of the Recent
French Elections.

In Default of Comploter Infurmation,
the Bolow Data Will Serve to Give
Sume Preliminary Idea of the Naturo
of the Oampaign and of the Brilliant
Vietory Won by Socialism—Fillor Facta
On: the 8th of May, elections were

held in France for the Chamber of
Deputies. According to reports in the
capitalist papers the Socialists elected
twenty-nine of their candidates on that
day,'and the French capitalists admit
that & milllon votes were polled by the
Socialists. The election laws of France
proyjde that a candidate for the Cham-
ber 0of Deputies must have at the first
ballot a majority of the votes cast for
all ¢andidates. If no one has siuch a
majority, a supplementary election’ is
held in two weeks, and at such supple-
mentary election a single plurality
elects, According to these same cap-
italift papers the Socialists elected
twenty-eight members on the second
ballot, making a total of fifty-seven
Soclalists, The French papers giving
the results of the second election, held
on the 22d of May, have not yet reached
ys, but we can safely assume that at
least fifty-seven Socialists have been
electéd to the next Chamber of Depu-
ties. This is but a slight increase over
the representation chosen five years
ago, but the signification of the election
is greater than the figures indicate,

Aftthe election of five years ago there
was no united French purty, no com-
mon'platform, no common understand-
ing.;'rhls year, however, in the lan-
guage of Gerault-Richard, the editor of
the qﬂiclnl paper of the Socialist Labor
party of France:

“Bor the first time the Socialists have
.agregd on the fundamental principles
of the movement. Wherever our can-
didates have appeared to talk to the
people they have not simply attacked
thejagtlcal form of government and
the | inet ministers, but everywhere
and with a unanimous voice they have
atfacked the capitalist system and de-
L _m&;he change to the Socialist
system. Read the declarations of the
candidates of the Socialist Labor party,
and it will be found that these three
propositions are the key notes of the
Socialists in the present campaign:
Conquest of the powers of government
I'y the proletariat; international union
of the working class: abolition of the
capitalist system of production, in
favor of the Socialist Commonwealth.”

R

FRENCH CAPITALIST PAPERS'

COMMENTS.

And it should be remembered that
this solidarity has been accomplished
amidst the most trying circumstances.
There was a coalition of all the forces
of capitalism, backed up by the capital-
ist government, to keep down therSo-
clalist vote. How well this coalition
succeeded may be learned by extracts
from the capitalist press of Paris. The
“Gaulois,” the organ of the Clericals,
Bays:

“The most important fact of the elec-
tion is the formidable gain made by the
Socialists. They at least have no com-
plaints to make as to the results of the
struggle, no matter if they did lose a
couple of their leaders.”

The “Temps,” the especial guardian
of the capitalist class, says:

“The Soclalist Labor party is the only
party that can claim to have made any
gains.” i

The “‘Siecle,” the most venemous of
all the capitalist papers of Paris, says:

“Because Guesde and Jaurds have
been defeated, many superficial reason-

defeated on the 8th of May. This ex-
the latest returns the Socialists have at
least one million votes to their credit.
At the election of 18¢3 the Socialist
Labor party polled 665,038 votes, which
makes a gain in five years of about
335,000. Our statesmen of the Meline
stamp are saying to themselves in
astonishment: We gave rigid instruc-
tions to the prefects of every depart-
ment, and yet the Socialist vote has
increased.”

THE COALITION.

Reference has been made to the coali-
tion of all the anti-Socialist forces, In
a recent article Jaurds refers to this in
these words:

“For the first time in twenty-five
years the capitalist government and the
Church have come to an understanding.
It 18 well known that from 1876 to the
present, the Republican party has
fought the Church—the Church moved
outside of the Republic, and therefore
the Church was fought. But menaced
by the revolutionary declarations of
Socialism, the wealthy followers. of
Voltaire and the Children of the Cross

' have become reconciled, and Socialism
meets a formidable enemy in the coali-
tion of the government, the money
changers, the upper strata of the
middle class, the large property hold-
ers, and the Church. Possibly this
coalition may have the immediate effect
of stopping, or at least reducing, the
apparent growth or visible progress of
Soclalism in France, and without doubt
two or three elections will be necessary
t?” thoroughly undermine this coali-
ton. " '\

And this coalition showed itself in
every district in France where the So-
cialists had considerable strength. In
districts where the regular capitalist

: and government candidate was surc to

ers are exclaiming that Socialism was

clamation has no facts back of it. From

5

be défeated under ordinary circums
stances, the Church itself placed candi«
dates in the fleld, and the followers of
the meek and lowly Nazarene were
heard in meeting after meeting exhort-
ing the workingmen to vote for the
Clerical candidate. But the coalition
only succeeded in defeating Jaurds and
Guesde. In those districts the Soclalist
candidates bit the dust, though their
vote increased, but elsewhere both the
Socialist vote increased and the candi-
dates were successful.

BILL-POSTING SKIRMISHES.

A few details of the election may be
interesting. Let us first go to Paris.

It is customary for a candidate for
the Chamber of Deputies to make a
canvass of his district, get as many sup-
porters as possible, then print bills an-
nouncing his candidacy, thé names of
his supporters appearing thereon, and
post up the biils wherever a wall could
be found. The government candidates
(including the Republicans, Opportun~
ists, Clericals, etc)) got the idea that
the more names there appeared on the
placards of its candidates the more cer-
tain would be the election of those can-
didates. In pursuance of this idea
names were taken at haphazard, no
matter whether they were supporters
of the aforesaid -candidates or not. In
the First district of the Thirteenth
arondissement the Socialist candidate
was Gerault-Richard, while the capital-
ist candidate was Paul Bernard. When
Bernard’'s placards were posted about
five hundred names were printed there-
on as his supporters. Many of those
names were the names of Socialists,
who were ardent in their support of
Gerault-Richard. Protests began to ac-
cumulate. The protester was always
told that there was another man in that
district with his name, and that the
other man was the one referred to on
the placard. The protester would
hasten to.the -address given him by
the agent of Bernard, but it universally
happened that the other man was a
myth, Now the First district of the
Thirteenth arrondissement is thorough-
Iy Socialist, and, true to tbeir class-
consciousness; if the workingmen dis-
cover that a tradesman is supporting
the anti-Socialist he is forthwith boy-
cotted. When Bernard’s placards were
posted, he had among the names of his
supporters that of Victor Lucy, & hatter
of the Avénue des Gobelins. Mr. Lucy
protested, but in spite of his protests
his name continued to appear on Ber-
nard’'s bills. Consequently Mr. Lucy
armed himself with a blue pencil and
proceeded to scratch off his name wher-
ever he found it. He was immediately
arrested by the police and taken before
the police judge, where charges of de-
facing the bills were preferred against
him, In vain did Mr. Lucy contend that

the_lawbreakers were those who used |

Mis name without his permission; fn
vain did he affirm that beocause of such
use of his name his customers were
leaving him; all this did no good, and
the charges stood. The same night all
over Gerault-Richard's district the
posters announcing his candidacy were
covered with large strips of paper bear-
ing the inscriptions: “Vendu aux julfs!"
—Sold out to the Jews. And the police
officers did not make ar arrest. It
should be understood in this connection
that the chief of police of Paris is ap-
pointed by the general government,
and that the entire police force of Paris
is under him, and hence can be used
by the general government.

Deprived by the police and the courts
of the right to prevent their names be-
ing published in support of the capital-
ist candidates, the men who had this
unwelcome publicity forced upon them
had recourse to the Socialist press, and
every, day numbers of cards like the
following were printed:,

“To the Editor: I have never been a
member of any organization supporting
the candidacy of Paul Bernard. I have
never given that gentleman the right
to use my name on his bills, and I pro-
test in the most energetic manner
against such use.

“A. BRIARD, 4 Rue Copyel.”

In the Eighteenth arrondissement
Legué was runnipg as a Clerical
against the Soclalist Rouanet. One of
the men whose name was printed on
Legué's bills had this card published:

“I, the undersigned, a doctor living
at No. 16 Rue Hermel, Paris, protest
against my name being used as a sup-
porter of the candidacy of Legué. 1
hereby declare that all my sympathies
are with Gustave Rouanet, the Socialist
candidate for re-election, for whom I
have voted before.

“Dr. G. OLLIVIER.”

A still more striking {llustration of
this capialist bulldozing occurred in
Gerault-Richard’'s district.

After the election of the 8th of May
a new election was necessary, neither
Gerault-Richard nor Bernard having
secured a majority over all the candi-
dates. During the two weeks that
elapsed before the second vote the
battle was waged with increased vigor,
and on the part of the capitalists with
{ncreased brutality. It seems that there
is no constitutional or legal determina-
tion regarding the apportionment of
the walls for posting the bills; but
rather that recourse is had to brute
force. On the 18th of May Gerault-
Richard was passing in front of the
Gobelin manufactory, and discovered
with a' certain degree of anguish that
out of two hundred placards that his
committee had posted on the wall of
the manufactory but three had sur-
vived the inundation of bills sown with
prodigal hands by the committees back-
ing Bernard;—but let me give the in-
cident in the words of the official paper
of the French Socialist Labor party:

“While passing in front of the
Gobelins factory Gerault-Richard dis-
covered with a certain degree of an-
guish that out of two hundred bills that
his committee had posted there but
three had survived the inundation of
paper that Paul Bernard (who became
.a millionaire at the same time that he
was announced the official candidate
of the government, the Boulangists,

. {Continued on Page 3.
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THE SLONS

An Elemeat of Society Well Werth
Watching Just New.

The Slums are s Social Product of
Capitalist Scaisty, that Capitalism
Must Periodically Thin Out-This
Process ‘is one of the Uses of War.—4
Sort of Bloodletting that Capitalism
Needs. A
However numerous the menial class

may be in all its ramifications, it is not
now, and was not even in the luxuriant
days of the declining Romar Empire,
capacious enough to absorb the whole
propertyless class. The steady displace-
ment of labor by the perfecticn of mau-
chinery, the concentration of capital,
and a score of other causes, all of them
the results of the development of cap-
ital, increase the number of the prop-
ertyless people immeéasurably faster
than they can be taken up by the class
of the menials. Te these masses,
whether they consist of able-bodied
men and women, or children, old °
people, the crippled and infirm, unable
to work, there is nothing left but to
beg, steal or prostitute themselves.
The alternative forced upon these is
either to perish or to throw overboard
all sense of shame, honor, and self-re-
spect. They could prolong their ex-
istence only by giving precedence to
their own personal and immediate
wants rather than to their rogard for
thelr own reputation. That such & con-
dition cannot but exercise the most de-
moralizing and corrupting influence is
self-evident.

Furthermore, the effect of this cor-
rupting influence is all the more in-
tensified by the circumstance that the
unemployed poor are utterly superfiu-
ous in the existiug social order; that,
not only does it not need them, but,
on the contrary, !t would be relieved
of an undesirable burden by their ex-
tinction. Whatever class is superfiu-
ous, whatever class has no necessary
functions to fulfill, must perish; this
is a law that applies both to the high
and the low.. b

Beggars cannot even induige in the
self-deception that they are necessary
to the social system; they have no
recollections of a time when thelr class
rendered any services to society; they
cannot brag abont their power, .and
force their parasitic existence upon so-
clety. They are only tolerated. Hu-
mility is, consequently, the first duty
of the beggar, and is the highest virtue
of the poor. Like the menials, this
class of the proletariat also is servile

,‘tund;.lha.nnlutnl;.i?. il
opposition against the existing socia

order. On the contrary, it ekes out its
existence from the bones thrown at it
by the rich, how could it want to abol-
{sh them! Furthermore, beggars are
not themselves exploited; the higher
the degree of exploitation Is carried
against the workmen, and the larger
the incomes of the rich, all’ the more
have the beggars to expect. Like the
menial class, they are partakers of the
fruits of exploitation; whit could move
them to put an end to that system?
When William M. Tweed, the shining
star of Tammany twenty odd years ago,
was unmasked and bpought to justice
for his wholesale plunder of the public
treasury, it was this class among the
population of New York City that stuck
to him fastest; he had been a generous
almoner to it; nor has the character of
Tammany's “following” materially
changed sipce then,

The division of the proletariat con-

Vatltu(es, strictly speaking, the SLUMS;

never yet has it shown the least spon-
taneity of spirit for resistance against
the system of exploitation. But neither
{s it a bulwark of the present system.,
$ocardly and unprincipled, it readily
leaves in the lurch those whose alms it
has taken so soon as wealth and power
have slipped from their hands. This
class has never taken the lead in any
revolutionary movement; but it has al-
ways been found on hand, during social
disturbances, ready to fish in troubled
waters, Occasionally it has given the
last kick to a falling class; as a rule,
however, it has satisfied itself with ex-
ploiting and corrupting every revolu-
tion that has broken out, and to be
ready to betray it at the earliest oppor-
tunity. -

The capitalist system of production
has . given strong increment to the
glums. it steadily sends to them fresh
recruits; in the large centers of indus-
try it constitutes & considerable portion
of the population,

————

We call the attention of those in the
vicinity to the mass meeting and enter-
tainment arranged by the Wendell
Phillips Agitating ' Soclety for next
Thursday, the 9th instant. The pro-
ceeds are for the campaign fund.

This Soclety consists of young men
and lads, who do good work in bring-
ing in the young generation. Their
work should be encouraged. the
advertisement on another page,

'
Unhappy Caroline Islands!
Hawall was “civilized” by our mise
slonaries so thoroughly that these now

_own the whole island, and the natives

are pariahs on their ancestral heath.

Now our Federal Government, at
whose head we have a contributor to
“missionary work,” wants to capture
the Carolines s0 as to afford our mis-
slonaries greater security in thelr
“sacred work of civilizing.”

The New York Woman's Educational
Assoclation, an organization of Social-
st women intended to carry into the
homes of the proletariat the pure light
of Soclalism, has 2 mass meet-
ing and concert for this afternoon, at 8
p. m., in the Old Homestead Garden, 3d
avenue and 90th street. Admission s

free. ;
The admirable purpose of the organi-

zation should be encouraged by a gen-

erous attendance, '
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YREMEMBER THE MAINE!”
The strike that broke out on the
auxiliary cruiser St. Louis, that ran
into thig harbor last week for coaling
and refitting, places in its true light the
cry of “Remember the Maine!” when
uttered by our ruling class, that
Etarted it. *

On the St. Louis, 300 firemen and
cogl-heavers went on strike not only be-
cause of bad ‘treatment in point of food, "
but on account of worse treatment,
cruelty in fact, besides gross ingrati-

. tude. One of them, being sick and
applying for medical aid, was kicked in
the stomach by the officer; all of them
had been made to sleep in exceptionally
bad bunkers, without cover; and on a
certain occasion were ordered to do the
most  dangerous part of a work for
which they had not been engaged, and
were thep. the work belng_none. ordered
iike dogs under the hatches, where the
«tmosphere was stifling, and where they
were kept for days in succession with-
out fresh air.

Yes, “Remember the Maine!”

But there are in that cry as many

" meanings as the’ sources from which it
proceeds.

In the mouth of the capitalist class
that'is sending its untrained, shiftless
sons into staff positions on our Army of
Invasfon, the ery has no other object
than to turn to their own benefit the
humane feelings of our people, It means
an attempt of that criminal ruling class
o profit by its own wrong. It means an
- tempt to swell the salls of their pirate

raft of state with the feeling of indig-
nation rajsed in’the great heart of the
peopie by, what? by that eriminal class’
own malfeasance;

™ the mouth of the intelligent work-
ing class, it s a rallying cry, taken
from a striking contemporaneous event,
that may be said to sum up the in-
hnmanity of the capitalist system of
soclaty, It ds a cry that brings in close
connection < the brutal government of
the rullng class of Spain and our own
ruling class: the former capable of so
" dasturdiy an act the blowing up, in
time of peace, a shiP laden with human
*beings, the latter capable of huddling
€0 many members of the “common
peopie” around powder . magazines

.~ where explosions are lkely; both so
reckless of life, of honor, of decency us
to he willing to sacrifice untold thou-
sands of their nominal “fellow citizens”
in their rush for plunder.

The strike on the St. Louls ggainst
“the barbarous treatment of workers by
officers who represent and are animated
by the feelings of our capitalist class is
but an incident illustrative of all that
there s and should be in the cry:

“Remember the Maine!"”

What may be called the “Italian
Mystery” continues unsolved.

What {8 it that took place in Italy
last month and may not yet be over?
. Was it an attempt at a general strike?
Or was it a bread riot’ of infuriated
masses driven by famine? Or was it an
attempt to overthrow the throne and
set up & bourgeols republic? Aund in
this case; did the impulse come from
bous fde republicans, or was it the re-
sult of a clerical intrigue? Or, vyet
again, was any of these the starter,
some of the others having subsequently
combined? B

Tmpossible (o tell. All that is knowa
is that deeds of almost unparalleled
violence have been committed. The
soldiery is said to have massacred, in
‘Milan alone, 7.000 people; in other
places the mob, rioters. or revolution-
ists, got the upper hand, though tem-
porarily only, and wreaked vengeance.

A deep mpstery envelops the whole
affair, due to the rigid censorship that

. s observed, i
But the truth will out, sooner or later,

POLITICAL and ECONOMIC.

The Washington, D. C., “Times"” glves
publication to this-tellstale letter from
a correspondent who signs himself
“Secretary™:

“Amid all the war excitement can you
find time and space to champion the

. cause of about twenty wronged {ndivid-
ualg, one of whom I am. My case covers
all. I was employed Ly & Congressman
to come to Washington as his secretary.
I did so, expecting, of course, tq receive

$100 3 month. I do all, ¥nd more, of the

official work devolving upon me in a
way ‘that excites commendation of this
member, and yet he only pays me $30 &
month, putting the difference in hig

pocket. Whep ] protested against such

eatment I was coolly told, ‘It you are

1 not satisfied 1 can get plenty who will

be glad to do the work for even less,
and you can go,'and each month he has
deliberately perjured himseif by certify-
ing to the Government that he ‘has paid
$100 during the past month for rk
hire." 1Is there not some way in which
this and the other like Congressmen can
be meted out their just deserts? There
are also some Congressmen who do not
employ dny secretarles, and yet do not
fail to draw out the $100 a month for
' that purpose. How does this differ from
stealing, and how can any member
Justify such conduct?"” .

‘Pity that “Secretary” does not fur-
nish the name of this worthy Congress-
mah. If he did, it would no doubt point
a moral and adorn a tale on “Law,”
“Order,” “Property” and “Patriotism.”
Ten to one the Congressman in question
is.among the loudest, flannel-mouthed

upholders of all of these,

. Bishop Potter is trying hard to under-
stand the labor question, and to get at
the minds of workingmen. We do not
want to discourage him, but he has still
a long road to travel,

“With the sweetest of intentions he
FAYS:

““*Neither labor nor capital can be on
top; they must walk hand in hand.'

‘“Any man—even @ _ bishop—who
thinks that labor and capital are two
different things. is an infant, and under-
stands this world and its problems
about as well as a Maltese kitten would
understand the Sphinx. Capital is
crystallized labor. A dollar is a bushel
of wheat or a pair of boots, and a bushel
of wheat or a pair of boots is a day's
work of one man. A dollar is only valu-
able becduse it 18 a day's work or can
procure & day's work—a million dollars
are nothing. Capital and Jabor are the
same as ice and water. The capitalist is
simply the gentleman who cuts the ice
and stores it away. He will gradually
vanish as men get intelligent and labor
keeps for itself what it produces.

“Whai Bishop Potter is trying to say
is that the man who works and the cap-
italist who lives on the labor of others
are on a par, and ought to go hand in
hand. That is rubbish, because the man
who produces is above the man who
merely consumes. The capitalist per se
Is nothing. The man with money—ac-
cumulated human effort—who uses that
to encourage and supply further effort,
devising new outlets for human energy
#nd new fields for labor, is a very im-
portant personality, and well deserves
as good a place as can be given to him.
But the mere capitalist investor {is
simply the fat, greéen worm on the to-
mato vine, sleek and happy, but not
important or useful.” i

The above farrago of sense and non-

sense proceeds from the New York
“Journal”—the property of a typical
“fet, green worm on the tomato vine,”
and productive of all the social stench
that it is in such worms to produce.
_ The clipping is quite a significant oc-
currence, all the more so when its source
is considered, Let us put it on the dis-
secting table and apply the scalpel to it

The distinction drawn between *‘cap-
ital” and the “capitalist” is pedantic.
He who writes upon these subjects
shiould use words in their accepted
technical sense. The sume as “sceptre,”
Mthrone” have become identical with
“monarchic rule,” “capital” has become
fdentical with “capitalist.” It is absurd
10 suy “the sceptre is a piece of wood,
the monarch is a thing of flesh, consg-
quently they are not the same”; so, like-
wise, it is absurd to say “capital is
crystallized labo#, the capitalist {8 a
geatieman,” ete. 3

if capital were simply crystallized
labor, capital would always exist, even
after the capitalist had vanished. But
vapital is something else than crystal-
lized labor, No sensible man would be
satisfied with the definition of “slave" |
that ran this way: “Aslave is a human
being.” Such & definition would be de-
fective because it would leave out the
social essence of “slave,” to wit, the
PRIVATE OWNERSIIID of that human
being. So with “capital." The feature
of “capital” is & social one. The coat
ne wears and the New York Central
Railroad are both “‘crystallized labor,”
but the former is not an instrument of
production, while the other is. Capital
'is an instrument of production held by
private hands, powerful enough to gefy
competition by less powerful jnstru-
ments, and to subject to wage slavery
those wholly bereft of instruments of
production. Consequently the coat s
not capital, and the N. Y. Central is.
Allow Consuelo, the Dutchess of Marl-
borough, together with the few others
who hold the controlling stock of that
road, to.become angels in heaven, play-
ing on golden harps, prevent any other
such from stepping into their shdes, and
cause the road to become the property
of the peaple, to be run for use and not
for private profit,—and the result would
be that these capitalists will bave van-'
ished, together with the old capital
feature of the road. The instrument of
production contir aes to exist; but “cap-
ital,” that purely social feature of ft,
vanishes with the social system thet re-
moves the capitalist.

The purpose, however, of the passage
from the “Journal” is to confuse the
issue by a pretence of “radicalism” as
to conceal its purpose of wishing to per-
petuate the evil of capitalism. This fact
transpires in its closing remarks, which
¢eek to make a distinction between the
“fat, green worms on the tomato vine."
Yet, they are all alike. No capitalist
does any sort of work that society would
not be better off for his not doing. No
capitalist is useful. Without exception,
the capitalist is a parasite who lives on
‘the labor of others, and, as such, de-
grades, the real laborers by keeping
them in subjection to his will, doing his
bidding-—however wrong or right—, lest
they be thrown out of work.

Of this fact, illustrations are as pu-

B

merous as there are capitalists, but the,
passage in hand furnishes a palpitating
one at hand. The gentleman who wrote
that passage is an employé of the
‘*“Journal,” i e, of Mr. Hearst. Mr.
Hearst is the capitalist in question. He
keeps his “editor” in the wage slave
state.  Any time his editor ceases to
edit as Hearst wants, Hearst will buy
another “gold - brick” and kick ‘the
present one out. In the meantime Hearst
is “encouraging and supplying effort,”
i. e., living on the sweat of the brow of
his wage slaves—editors, compositors,
newshoys, ete., ete. i

Bishop Potter certainly twaddles, but
his “Journal” critic goes the Bishop one
better.

As men become intelligent, the whole
“fat, green worm' class on'the “tomato
vine" of production will vanish; and
with that will vanish the saddest of all
spectacles—the spectacle presented by’
intellectual prostitution,

At last an answer has been vouch-
safed to the numerous questions put in
these columns to the agitators for the
referendum under the present social
system. To the statement that it is ab-
surd to demand of the workers, who, to-
day, have to spend most of their time in
earning a living, that they give judg-
ment on the complicated laws that the
conflicting interests of our capitalist
society breeds, and to the question,
What ability would the majority of
voters, 8o circumstanced, have to under-
‘stand such Jaws and intelligently pass
upon them the Alva, Douglas County,
Mo., “Farm Record'' retorts:

“It is no more ‘absurd’ to ask the
voter to give judgment on ‘the compli-
cated laws that are passed’ than it is to
ask a jury to decide in a complicated
Jegal technicality.” :

A more welcome ‘retort to help illus-
trate and emphasize our point could not
be wished for. i

In the first place, juries do not decide
on legal technicalities, complicated or
otherwise. Juries only decide on facts,
the Court decides all legal points. The
only exception to-this is in cases of
criminal libel, when the jury decides
both the facts and the law, and even
there the exception is more in seeming
than actually so. Criminal libels in-
volve questions of fact essentially.

This would be a sufficient rejoinder to
our Alva objector: anybody, unless he
be an idiot, can decide on facts, they
need no research, they do not branch off
and out into connection with all manner
of things, as laws do. But we shall go
further, and for the sake of argument,
admit that'the passing upon facts needs
as much preparation and leisure as the
passing upon laws. And here it {s that
the objector's argument helps to illus-
trate and emphasize our point: =

The jury is afforded exactly the thl'ug
that the referendum {tself does not
afford the working class, and why the
Jury can and the worker cannot “pass
upon.” That thing is time and leisure,

1t is essential to the giving of judg-

ment upon & thing that cne enjoy
leisure to post himself upon it. The
jury is given such leisure. It is even

paid, however small a fee; if the case be’
long and they are locked up, they need
not worry about where the rent is to
come from for their lodging, the money
for their meals, ete.; in not a few cases
they need not even worry about, the
charge of drinks: “jury whiskey" is pro-
vided for. Their material needs being
attended to by others than themselves,
and their whole time, for the time being
at the disposal of the case before
them, and all the information needed
being furnished to them gratis, the jury
1S in a condition to “pass upon.”

Not so the workers, if called upon to
pass upon the laws submitted to them
by the referendum. As pointed out, the
capitalist system keeps the workers
with their noses to the grindstone for a
bare existence, The referendum idea,
indeed, is a denial or ignoration of the
stupendous fact that, under this cap-
italist system, civilization, i. e., the
raising of man above the brute's state
of having his whole mind engrossed
with the thought of a living, does not
fall to the lot of the working class; de-
gpite the enormous, freedom-from-toil-
giving amount of wealth produced, and
the stlll more enormous amount pro-
ducible to-day, the masses are not
raised above the curse of arduous toil
into the heaven of leisure. They must
spend their time in producing what they
need, and bardly succeed in that. Such
is their lot from one election or refer-
endum day to the other. Whence is the
‘time to come to devote to the acquire-
ment of the necessary information to
pass upon the complicated laws of to-
day? whence is the money to come to
furnish them with all the documents
needed?

Let the referendum idolaters take the
tip, inadvertantly furnished against
itself by the “Farm Record,” and just
picture to themselves the degree of in-
formation that juryman would be
equipped with on the day ef rendering
his verdict if, all along: he had had to
spend his whole time delving and maul-
ing for a living. Identical would be the
condition of the workers at the hustings
if to-day they had to pass, by referem-
dum, on the complicated sort of laws
that emanate from capitalist Legisla-
tures.

_The referendum, as proposed by the
“Reformers,” is an absurdity; the
nearer one contemplates it, the more

absurd it looks,

SIS,

From a Dianer Givon to I, X, Idyndman
in London. ;

At a recent élnner, given in honor
of H. M. Hyndman, a leading Socialist

in England, and at which representa-

tives of all nations and of many shades
in the revolutionary movement of the
age were present, many apt speeches
were made in response to toasts. The
most telling passages among them were
these:

MR. A. E, FLETCHER, THE CHAIR-
MAN, said: We do not propose to-night
to trouble you with what are known
among the Philistines as “loyal and
patriotic” toasts. (Hear, hear.) Not
that we are either disloyal or un-
patriotic, but because we have met to
welcome a leader of Democracy whose
work and influence ‘we regard as of far
greater importance than that of the
representatives of institutions whose
life is in the past rather than in the
future, As Democrats—no matter of
what particular species of that some-
what comprehensive genus we belong—
we are, or ought to be, hefore all things
courteous, before ail things tolerant of
the feelings and the opinions of others.
(Hear, hear.) We try-—not always with
success—even to love our enemies, how-
ever. much we may hate their opinions
and their methods. Therefore, we
ghould be the laét people in the world
to offer any discourtesy to the sovereign
lady at the head of the State. We are
even willing to admit that she has done
less mischief than any of her prede-
cessors on the throne. (Laughter.)
Nor have we any grudge against the
houses of "Parliament, excepting that
we think.that one might very well be
ended and the other mended. (Ap-
plause.) As for the army and navy, we
share the admiration of the nursemaids
of Britain for the gallant members of
those services, and the best that we
can wish them is that they may all
soon be relegated to the ranks of the
unemployed. (Hear, hear.) For the
bishops and ¢lergy of all denominations
we have no feeiings but those of com-
passion, and regret that so few of them
have the pluck to follow the lead of the

‘able and.devoted Churchman on my

right (the Rev. Stewart Headlam). Per-
hdps I might be excused if I made some
innovation to-night in proposing to you
the health of the police—(laughter)—
because the police, to whom Mr. Hynd-
man and other dangerous persons
are well known, have done considerable
service to the Democracy from time to
time by giving, in Trafalgar Square
and elsewhere, object lessons in the
great Democratic doctrine that force is
no remedy against the champions of
just discontent and the advocates of
a righteous course. (Applause.) Mr.
and Mrs. Hyndman must be particular-
ly gratified to see around them to-night
80 many public leaders who have fought
nobly in the cause which they have at
heart, however different may have been
their methods—men and womef who
have, like Mr. Hyndman himself, made
great sacrifices for the cause of civil
and religious liberty, and who have.
fought great battles against monopoly
and privilege; men and women whose
one watchword has been “Service,”
and.who have caught their inspiration,
not from soverelgn and statesmen, not
from the leaders of society, and aat
from the dispensers of patronage, but
from the poets and the prophets of the
century-—from Shelley and Mastini,
from Ruskin and Morris—(applause)—
from Lassalle and Karl Marx, from
Lowell and Whitman, from Ibsen and
Tolstol. (Applause.), Not a few of such
public leaders, at the beginning of their
career, llke Mr, Hyndman himself, were
laughed at-as impracticable dreamers,
as mere cranks.’as leader§ without a
following, as men who could best be
compared with the Irish recruit who
swore that every man in the regiment
was out of step except himself.. (Laugh-
ter.) But what do we see to-day? We
see that the rank and file of serious
reformers, social, economic, political,
or religious, are getting more and more
into step, more and more into line, en-
couraging us to hope that ene day they
will be united enough, and strong
enough to storm and te carry the jast
citadels preserved by the united forces
of plutocracy and aristocracy. (Ap-
plause.) The signs of the times, not-
withstanding the reaction in favor of
Toryism and Jingoism, are in our
favor,
settling on our bapners. In America
and in Europe in Italy—(cheers)—in
Austria, in Germany, even in Russia,
in Norway, in the United Kingdom the
Democratic movement is undoubtedly
grawing from strength to strength, and
making rapid and irresistible progress
under the leadership of men who, like
Mr. Hyndman, have devoted their
splendid abilities and their untiring
energy to educating the minds of their
countrymen in those economic princi-
ples upon which alone can be based
the permanent prosperity and the fu-
ture happiness of mankind, (Ap-
plause.) ;
_ MR. DADABHAI NAOROJI, among
other good points made by him, said
that the British people who made the
greatest boast of progress in humani-
tarianism, has yet a great deal to do
before & real International sqlidarity
wag established. There was not yet
even such a thing as the solidarity of
the British Empire. The British Em-
pire consists mainly of India. If.there

were no India In it the British Empire |

would be a mere dream.
“Hear, hear.”)

MR. TOM MANN, of the 'longshore-
men, contrasted the attitude of the
workers fifteen or twenty years ago
with their attitude to-day on the ques-
tion of intermationalism, There was
then no such thing as an international
spirit. Each workman fought for his
own hand. Among the trade-unionists
and the co-operators there was no inter-
national aspiration—nothing but the
narrow, selfish, plutocratic desire to gb-
tain control of things and to add to
‘the prestige of Britain. Their desire
then was the desire of the average
thick-headed Englishman of to-day.
They had no thought of the mecessity
of shaking hands with the French or
the German workman. The workers of
other eountries were simply wretched
foreigners, altogether inferior to them,
their trade rivals. They loeked upon
them and spoke of them with contempt.
Poor deyils! They knew no better, be-
cause their wretched teachers, being
blind, had led them into the ditch,
Now, however, the workers

(Laughter and

The omens of victory are.

frankly that the foreign workman was
not an enemy, but a friend to be taken
by the hand; that the workers of
all countries must ‘unite, and fight
shoulder to shoulder to get their own.
They had fought iu the past nationally
and in sections, and their labor had
been largely in vain.

THE REV. STEWART HEADLAM
remarked that there were all sorts of
Socialists. He, personally, learned his
Socialism more than thirty years ago
from Frederick Denison Maurice and
Charles Kingsley. (Applause.) There
were Socialists now who were per-
meators. (Laughter and “"Hear, hear.”)
There were Socialists who felt that they
could do'the best kind of work by being
members of various municipal bodies.
They did that work in a humble fash-

ion, remembering the advice ‘of Mr. ~

Michael Davitt many years ago—'Send
your third-rate men to Parliament, be-
cause the real first-rate man can do bet-
ter work outside.”. But there was no
real difference between Christian So-
cialism nand other Socialism except this,
that a Christian Socialist is a Socialist
who happens to be a Christian, and.
therefore, has certain motives for his
work which other people have not; dnd
he is able to appeal to the vast majority
of . the people who call themselves

.Christians, and urge them to put them-

selves in line with the teachings of the
scientific Socialfsts. (Hear, hear.)

If the Rev. Stewart Headlam correct-
ly Fepresents the “Christian Socialist”
of England, then the specles there must
be very different from the variation
here. Here we know of more than one
“Christian Socialist,” in fact, most are
that way, who, what he "happens to
be” is not a “Christian’ but a cantan-
kerous ‘‘Atheist,” and who, so far from
urging theé masses to put themselves
in line with the teaching of 'scientific
Socialism,” do just the reverse, hating
nothing more than science, a thing that
compels them to stick to facts, and
just interferes with their freedom to
talk nonsense, '

MR. HYNDMAN, the guest of the
evening, closed his well-chosen words
gaying: Because the earth would ulti-
mately cool down so that the last rem-
nant , would be hustled together ice-
bound in their huts on the equator—
was that any reason why they should
not continue to work for a better day?
No. If there were but one generation
to live after him to enjoy that for which
he labored, he would still labor and
count the enjoyment of that one gen-
eration as his reward. (Cheers.) They
had a great future before them. If they
all worked with one accord they could
purchase happiness and comfort for
succeeding generations throughout the
world. (Applause.) He thanked them
gsincerely for their many kind words
sald about him. That reception would
encourage him to go forward with more
vigor in the future in the work of
transforming the present system . of
class domination intc a state of happl-
ness, freedom, and of contentment for
all, (Loud cheers.)

HUNGER AND COLD.

—_—

Sisters two, all pralse to you,

With your faces pinched and blue;

To the poor man you've been true
rom of old:"~ y

You can speak the keenest word,

You are sure of being heard, -

From the point you've never stirred,
Hunger and Cold!

Let sleek statesmen temporize;

Palsied are their shifts and lies

When they meet your bloodshot eyes,
Grim and bold;

Policy you set at naught,

In their traps you'll not be caught,

You're too honest to bé bought,
Hunger and Cold! |

Bolt and bar the palace door;
While the mass of men are poor,
Naked truth grows more and more
Uncontrolled; \
You had never yet, I guess,
Any praise for bashfulness,
You can visit cans court-dress,
Hunger and Cold! \

While the music fell and rose,
And the dance reeled to its close,
Where her round of costly woes
Fashion strolled, - ;
I beheld with shuddering fear
Wolves' eyes through the window peer;
Little dream they you are near,
Hunger and Cold!

When the toiler's heart you clutch,

Conscience is not valued much,

He recks not a bloody smutch
On his gold:

Everything to you defers,

You are potent reasoners,

At your whisper Treason stirs,
Hunger and Cold!

Rude comparisons you draw,
Words refuse to sate your maw,

.Your gaunt limbs the cobweb law

Cannot hold:
You're not clogged with foolish pride,
But can seize a right denied:
Somehow God is on your side,
Hunger and Cold!

You respect no hoary wrong

More for having triumphed long;

Its past victims, haggard throng,
From the mould

You unbury: swords and spears

Weaker are than poor men'’s tears,

Weaker than your silent years,
Hunger and Cold!

Let them guard both hall and bower;
Through the window you will glower,
Patient till your reckoning hour
Shall be tolled;
Cheeks are pale, but hands are red,
Guiltless bload may chance be shed,
But ye must and will be fed,
Hunger and Cold!

God has plans man must not spoil,
Some were made to starve and toil.
Some to share the wine and oll,
We are told: y
Devil's theories are these,
Stifiing hope and love and peace,
Framed your hideous lusts to please,
Hunger and Cold! S

Scatter gshes on thy head,
Tears of burning sorrow shed,
Earth! and be by Pity led

To Love's fold;
Ere they block the very door
With lean co of the poor,
And will hush for naught but gore,

_ Hubger and Cold!
+ —LOWELL.

~each according to his needs"?

i s e S

»

UNCLE SAM & BROTHER JONATHAR,

' Brother Jonathan—Whatever muey
you may think of vour Socialism, §
don't think much of it,

Uncle Sam—That certainly is a grest
misfortune.

B. J.-—Socialism
enough for me.

U. §.—What is humaner?

B. J.—Communism. : &

U. 8.—How do you make that out?®

B. J—Isn't the motto of Soclalleg
“To each according to his deeds"?

U. S.—Say it is. i

B. J.—Well. Communism’'s motto {§ |
“To each.according to bhis needs.” J .
cagl that infinitely more humane.

U. S.—Apart from the relative hups
maneness of the two mottoes, .1 would
say that you are wasting your love on
phrases of no practical iraportance, o

E I—Isn't it practicul whether the: =
movement one associates with is a
harsh or a kind one. 3

U. S.—True enough. But all that hag'
no application to the case. It is not a
question. of willingness or unwilling-
ness to be kind: the quesiion is one of
power to be kind.

Now sec here. If you have § children,
all equally strong, healthy, intelligent;
and the smallest amount a human being
can get well along with is one dollar a
day: and all that you make, all that you
can make, Is two dollars a day;—could
you, with these two dollars a day in-
come furnish one dollar a day a plece to
your five children?

B. J.—No.

U. 8,—You would be short three dol-
lars a day, even if you could get along .
with nothing. '

B. J.—Couldn’t do it,

U. S.—Could you justly be said to be
harsh, inhumane and all that because
you do not provide for your children *“to

is not

bumane

B.J.—Why no: {f I can't, I can’t. ¥

U. 8.~Just so. Now, suppose again
you have five children., Four of them
healthy, strong, intelligent, one dollan .
a piece is neéded by them:; and a fifth
child that ‘s a cripple and sickly, and
he, to be kept at all comfortably would
need five dollars a day. Your Income is
seven dollars a day. What would you
do then?

B. J.—It still won't go round. L {

U, 8.—Could you afford the crippled
child five a day?

B. J.—That would leave only two §
tha other four, not counting myself. No,
I hardly conld.

U. 8.-~You would let the well ones
have less than one dollar, so0 as to
afford the cripple a little more, but yet
he would not be treated “according to
his needs,” eh? .

B. J.—No; but that would not be my
fault; I could not do better. B

U. S.—Now, let us suppose a third
case: You have filve children, all five
healthy, robust, intelligent; three dol-
lars & day is needed to keep them up;
your income is one hundred dollars &
day—— 3

B. J.—How much?! 'y

U. 8.—One hundred a day. :

B. J.—I wish it were fifty; I wish 1§
were twenty-five; I wish—

U. S.—Never mind what you wish; it
is only an illustration. With that
amount of revenue, would you keep
your children down to an expenditure
that is “according to thelr needs”?

B. J.-—No; I'd let them have more,

U 8.—Just 80; and why?

B, J.—Because I can afford it.

U. S.—Now, that's all that there Is in
these mottoes. It is not a case of hue
maneness in the one nor of harshness in
the other. he one, which you call =
“humane,” proceeds from and towards
an aspiration, regardless of the material =
power to carry it out; the other, which
you call “harsh,” proceeds from the mas
terial power and accommodates its ass
pirations to the capacity to reach them,.
Do you understand? :

B, J.—1—I—think I do.

U. S.—Now then, whether in soclety
each shall have according to his deeds
or according to hisneeds is a question
that depends wholly upon the capaclty
of production of that society, and that
again depenas wholly upon its mes
chanical development and social ars:
rangement.

When, at the time these mottoss
sprang up there was gome justification
for them. The one of “to each accords
Ing to his needs" was an aspiration that
swung to the other extreme of the
wrong it saw: it saw excessive wealth
enjoyed by those who needed it not,
while others in need pined; as a re-
vulsion of feeling, it demanded far
each “according to his need”; but this
was a case of feeling only; it did net
stop to  congider that even if exces§
were lopped off at one end there m g
not be wealth enough for ALL “ac-
cording to their needs”; while the
“harsh” motto, keeping this fact I8 %
mind, insisted on its method. ;'

To-day, one may well say that the
issue between the two mottoes {s a vols
cano burnt out. It has no more real
portance, It is known that the wi
produceable to-day is so large that
can have enormously more than
needs. The mechaniczl development of
production has thus removed the
difference of the two mottoes. In se
as the one represented “‘Communism®
and the other “Socialism,” the two sré
one to-day. Your objection is backs
numberish.

»Down with Slavery*
THE GREATEST REVOLUTIONARY 80
EVER WRITTEN.,
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“YEW BEDFORD REVEEW,

tustion and Outlook After
: ’-"“""..‘.‘o.l" lapse of the Btrike.

NEW BEDFORIJ, May 30—The New
Redford strike is over, and the work-
ers are tasting the bitter fruits of de-
feat as a result of their faith in pure
“‘ .,lmpledom. Some of them are
,m.ed in a quagmire of pessimism.
They are the ones who have not yet
embraced the new trades unionism. On

| {he other hand, the §. T. & L. A. men

_have come out of the fight not like their
class-unconscious ‘brothers, with the

' damp of despair on their brow. but with

every fiber of their being tingling with
‘hope. The old trades unionists are
marching in the darknass of night
'midst the sbadows of the willow trees
of defeat. The new. trades unionists
pave their faces set im the rising sun,
" radiant with hope for the future. Old
trades unionism in this fight has been
thoroughly tried and tested with most

disastrous results to the workers. They
have been compellei! to submit to
everything the manufacturers de-
manded. Not the faintest concession
bas been made. Thoroughly defeated
they have returned to work. But they
are thinking as they never thought be-
fore. It thus follows that our move-
ment is growing on all gides. Every
Jocal Alliance that we organized during
the strike has more than' doubled in
membership, and we are reaching out
for more. I might say here that New
Bedford is built like a dumb-bell, the
congested part at both ends, The work-
ers are massed at.two’extreme points.
The North end and the South end.
while in the center of the dumb-bell,
as it were, is the plutocracy and the
business quarter,

Seven months ago there was a Ger-
man Section in the North end. That
was all the organized force in the town.
About that time Comrade Hancock and
s few other English-speaking Comrades
organized an American Seetion, and
right here there is food for reflection,
in the rémarks of Comrade Hancock at
the City Hall meeting, for many of our
sympathizers in different parts of the
country who do not organize or do not
push their organization on the plea
that “the people are not ready yet."
“We must wait a few years until coen-
ditlons grow worse,” ete. He said:
“When we organized seven months ago
we did not think that we would grow
strong enough to put a Congressional
ticket in the fleld for some years. DBut
the strike came aiong, we having the
nucleus of an orgaunization, we were
able to gather into our fold all the dis-
satisfled thinking workingmen, who
were taught by the strike that they
had to change their line of action from
the old trades union to the new, from
the old parties to the S. L. P. We were
further able to send,to New York and
to the State Committee for assistance)
with the result that we have accom-
“plished more in six months than we
thought possible in six years."

There is & great lesson to be learned
from these remarks. The law of de-

* preciation .works as inexorably in the
capltalist system as the law of gravita-
tion. Hence a New Bedford strike may
occur at any moment in any part of the
country. Our Comrades should be ready
to take advantage of it. The New Bed-
ford Comrades have this to show for
their short work here. A newly or-
ganized American Section of U2 mem-
bers in'the South end; the North end
has jumped from 20 to 110, and has sent
two* delegates to the State Convention
on a basis of representation of one dele-
gate for every fifty members in good
standing, thus showing that C.ey are
al paid up. There are here four locals
and a Distriet Alliance with a member-
ship of over 400, and growing with leaps
and bounds. Organization of the Alli-
ance is thoroughly perfected, and the
Comrades are 'working with a spirit of
emulation and esprit de corps worthy
of Napoleon's old guard. It is no fairy
tale or dream that is given utterance
to when our New Bedford Comrades
say: “THE NEXT STRIKE IN NEW
BEDFORD WILL BE .CONDUCTED
BY THE SOCIALIST TRADE & LA-
BOR ALLIANCE."

Why should it not be g0? Old trades
unionism has been so thoroughly shown
up here that the blindest of the work-
ers are seeing it in its true light. Their
leaders have _been s0 decisively
thrashed and shown up as fools or
knaves by the Socialists that we stand
out in a great white light by contrast.
Grimaldi, the great English clown,
whose antics were 8o indescribably
funny that the London populace wasg
moved to laughter, even when he' ap-
peared on the street, could not in his
palmiest days hold -a candle to Sam
“Gompers in the estimation of the people
of New Bedford. Everywhere they
laugh at Mr. “Go.” When the weaver
finds the love light leaving his wife's
eyes as she thinks over her miserable
lot, he has only to tell her of Mr. “Go.”
10 see the smiles break out on her worn

- cheeks as she thinks of the great mogul
of the A, F. of L. and his disappearing
coat tails as he went to “catch that

traln When the child of an ex-striker
18 naughty, as even poor strikers' chil-
dren sometimes be, the father will tell
the little tot that If he does not improve
will grow up to be as nmiean as Mr.
", & consummation that the child

nly does not wish for.
make matters worse for the A, F.
of L, its officers seem to strive with
all power to make the tapeworm
even more ridiculous, if such were pos-
Mible. For instance, the A. F. of L. has
ded to boycott cash registers. Here-
the poor weaver's wife, as she
returns from the grocery store with a
t bundle of wood in her apron,
I she inyests in a seventy-five dollar
register the whole power of the
F. of L. will be turned on her to
¢rush her. The Ceniral Labor Union

. Of Lynn, sick though it was of the sti-
Pldity of the A. F. of L. officers, hus
continued to afiliate with the A. ¥,

L; ‘l:d‘lgom long expcrl:nce were

08t any thi . ha

. ¥ thing from that

tion the straw that broke the
back. They looked at the pro--

t over it," sent back ‘their

to the A. F. of Hell, gave one

and died g

paraliel case

15 that of the Central

: « Labar Union of ¥all River, The
e i s ¥y sent
i, to Comrade Skahan, of New
‘ ‘<m‘. our candidate for Congress,

m If be was in favor of postal

-

. English

but the cash register proposi-

savings banks. Fancy post office sav-
ings banks for the starving strikers of
“New Bedford, men who in the majority
of cases will not be out of debt for the
next three years as.a result of their
15 weeks' idleness, i

These sample cases of crass stupldity
or worse could be multiplied indefinite-
ly, but I have neither time, space or
patience to bother with them. Enough
to show how necessary it is for the
Socialists to erect a new trades union
movement that will be a fortress be-
hind which the proletariat can entrench
itself to carry on the daily class strug-
gle instead of the card board structure
of the pure and simplers, .

This strike has taught a great man
lessons to the observing man. For in-
stance, when the gates were opened for
the admission of scab's. the pulpits of
all denominations showered advice on
the heads of the workers, said advice
being to the effect that no man has
any right to interfere with another; let
bhim go back to work if he wants to.
This was a direct request from the pul-
pit L6 the strikers to scab it. Again,
the grocers sent word to _the soup
houses that they would give no more
food. The word was sent around from
the politicians, close to Manufacturer
Pierce, to the rum sellers to advise all
the strikers to go back. Mr. Pierce and
all the other mill capitalists own ‘''cor=-
poration houses,” miserable shanties
which the strikers hire from the com-
panies, paing an exhorbitant rent, thus
the masters get back some more of
their surplus value, A week bcfore‘ the
gates were opened the strikers received
notice to quit if they did not return to
work. This, of course, meant instant
surrender to the capitalist robber., This
gurrender to the capitalist robher.
Thus the ownership of the workers'

houses by the mill capitalists placed the .

manufacturers in such a position that
they could have broken the strike any
moment they wanted to. With all this
intimidation, is it any wonder that the
strikers gave in after a heroic struggle
of 15 weeks for the weavers and 18 for
the spinners?

So much for the great strike and the
lesson it teaches. The conclusion is
obvious. = Organize in the Soclalist
Trade & Labor Alliance, thus receive
the backing of a growing political labor
party, built on tae lines of class-con-
scloug solidarity. Then strike where
Pierce and all the other capitalist brig-
ands are weakest—at the ballot box;
wrest the political power from him and
all his class; smite the labor fakir who
runs on the Pierce ticket as hard as
vou would strike Pierce himself.  Or-
ganized in that way, Pierce and Co,
would not dare to outrage you as he
does to-day. He would know that the
direct result of such action would be
the rolling up of such a vote in Massa-
chusetts that the old Bay State would
Le in. danger of falling into the hands
of the revolutionary proletariat as a
preliminary step towards the capturing
of the public powers of the Nation by
the working class.

On next Tuesday, the special election -

for Congress takes place in this disirict,
The feeling is general that when the
ballots are counted there will be a sur-
prise for the capitalist and labor fakir

ew, g
> THOS. A. HICKEY,

The Alfred Dolge “Profit Sharing”
bankruptey is developing more and
more beauty spots on the “Profit
Sharing” solution of the Labor Ques-
tion.

A month or so ag(). when the failure
of the firm was first .announced, we
called attention to several of these
beauty spots, among which was the
helplessness of the “profit-sharing”
employés to control the action of their

“fellow workingman"” and ‘“fellow
profit: sharer'—the boss—when he
wanted to speculate with their pro-

spective share—and  loosing it, and
Jeave them whistling for their share,
which was anyhow mythical enough.

Now new developments come up.
Papers are now served by a bank to re-
move Alfred Dolge as one of the re-
ceivers on the ground of fraud, and the
courge the whole affair is taking is such
that  the “partners,” .the “profit-
sharing” workingmen and women of
the concern are moving away wholesale
from the village. The only thing that
they find they share with their former
“partner,” the capitalist, is his dis-
grace~as the duped end of the swindle.

When the schedules are made up it
will be interesting to know how muchy
of thé “shares” went to Prof. Green
Goods, alias George Gunton, for the
annual banquet speeches he used to de-
liver to the employés for the purpose of
helping to humbug them,

There are birds whispering about that
the only “sharer” was this Green
Goods, Can this be?

“The Right to be Lazy,” a sparkling,
and, withal, highly instructive work by
Paul Lafargue, has appeared in the
language. The work was
originally in French, - it immediately
was put into German, 'and, though very
much belated, yet not too kate it is just
out in English, The English reading
publi¢c, and especially those interested
in the Social Question, owe the pleasure
and profit they are now enabled to de-
rive from this clever production, to
Comrade Dr. Harriet E. Lothrop, of
Boston, who undertook the translation
and executed it with skill and neatness,
and also to the enterprise, s well as de-
votion to the cause of popular education
on the Social Question in America, of
the International Publishing Company,
that places 1t in the fleld.

The work is a 46 page pamphlet, that
takes up the question of work from a
new side; and from that quarter pours
out broadside upon broadside upon a
seclal system In which WORK, being
the surest way to the enforced idleness
and low revenue of the worker, assumes
such a false and distorted shape in his
mind, that it is clung to by him with a
tenacity that raises it to the plane of
an idol with him, and thereby pushes
him ever lower,

“The vast erudition of Lafargue, his

deep penetration, and his grasp of ‘.he
question, coupled to a genial style and
imagery, that is peculiarly French, and
to which Dr. Lothrop has done full jus-
tice, render the pamphlet the easiest
sort of reading.  Insensibly the reader
becomes possessed of valuable informa-
tion, that is furthermore valuable in
that it points out the way for investiga-
tion and further observation. One is
amus:d, edified and instructed all in
one. ;
Apply to Labor News Co., 64 E. 4th
street, N. Y., or to International Pub-
lishing Co., 23 Duane street, N. Y.
Price 10 cents

‘Surely,’

FRENCH COMRADES.

(Continued from Page 1)

and the Clerjeals) had flooded the dis-
triet. This eandidate, yesterday with-
out resources, to-day so prodigal, has
placarded his bills by thousands
throughout the district. He has at his
servite twenty-four bill posters es-
corted by forty superintendents, and
every one of these eighty-four men is
attached to the police department and
is now on leave of absence. Never in
the histury of the Republic has official
pressure reached such a degree of in-
famy.

“Against such a force of men the four
bill posters of the committee that had

,Gerault-Richard’s campaign in charge

could not compete. Against the one
hundred thousand bills with which this
protege of the capitalists covered every
wall in the district, they only succeeded
in getting up two thousand. And it is
under such conditions that we have
had to fight this battle.

* As Gerauit-Flichard was passing the
factory, the posters in the pay of Ber-
nard and the government were in the
act of covering up the only three bills
that were left to announce the next
gpeech of the Socialist candidate.
Gerault-Richard protested against this
high-handed procedure and did what
any other man would have done—tore
off and destroyed Bernard’'s Dbills.
he said, ‘among the three
hundred bills for which there is a place
you will leave me room for three.' Im-
mediately one of the police detectives
that accompanied Bernard's posters
ran to the nearest police station and
instructed four policement to arrest
Gerault-Richard, who very quietly told
the officers to mind their own business.

The detective insisted that the police

proceed with the arrest and told them
pleinly: ‘You kpow that you are sup-
posed to arrest him, and it will go hard
with you if you do not.

“The crowd, which by this time had
become large and excited, took the part
of the Socialist candidate, and began to
hiss both the detective and the police.
Gerault-Richard ended the exhibition
by asking his friends_to disperse, and
said to the functionaries of the govern-
ment who were about to take him into
custody: ‘I forbid you to speak to me.
Your duty is to run Bernard’s cam-
paign, and -to do that you have to
destroy my announcements. Do that,
but I defy you to touch me, even with
the ends of your fingers. With these
words he left the gang to meet the guys
and raillery of the passers-by as best
they could.”

This incident is an indication of the
methods which the capitalist govern-
ment of France has had to resort to
in order to attempt to keep down the
Socialist vote, What occurred in this
district of Paris occurred in every other
district-and at every place in France
where the Soclalists were anyways'
strong,

THE SOCIALIST DOCUMENT.

The final appeal of the Socialist
Labor party through its press was in
the following words:

*(Citizens, vote—

“To conquer the political power,
which will be the instrument to effect
your economic emancipation;

“To better your condition under the
capitilist regiine by continual reforms;

“To defend your class interests;

“To defend the trades union liberties
that you now enjoy, and to snatch new
liberties from the capitalist govern-
ment;

“To defend the liberties of the public
against the coalition of your exploiters,
the Clericals, the Nobles, the Royalists,
and the Cesareans;

“To prepare for and hasten the So-
cialist regime, which, assuring to each
one the entire product of his labor, will
establish equality betweén all men,

“Proletarians of the farm, the office,
the store, the shop, and the factory,

“ELECT THE SOCIALISTS!

“To refrain from voting is to desert
the fight.

“To vote for the capitalist candidates
is to forge your own chains. ;

“To vote for the Socialists is to take
a step toward the Socialist Republic.”

The reult of this magnificent agita-
tion resulted in. the increased vote
above indicated, Owing to the coalition
of all the anti-Sociallst elements and
the uhlimited and open use of money
and intimidation ‘at Carmaux and
Roubaix, Jaurés and Guesde were de-
feated. At Carmaux, Jaurds received
5,515 votes against 6,702 for the eapital-
ist candidate de Solages.

At Roubaix, Guesde received 7971
votes against 11,247 for the capitalist
candidate Motte,

Some very interesting incidents have
developed over the dereat of these two
war horses of the Socialist Labor party
of France. Next week we shall give the
expressions of the leading French So-
clalists regarding the defeat of the two
most prominent figures in the move-
ment, as well as some additional facts
regarding the nature of the defeat.

In' Parls 208,159 votes were cast for .

the Socialists. On the first ballot nine-
teen out ‘of the forty-six delegates to

_which Paris is entitled were chosen.

Out of the nineteen, seven were So-
ciallsts, y

In the Thirteenth arrondissement of
Paris, Gerault-Richard, the editor of
the “Petite Republique,” received 2,914
votes against 2,308 for Bernardand 1,362
for Dupré, an Opportunist. A second
election was necessary. I have not yet
learned whether the Socialist was de-
feated or not. The probability is that
he was, for naturally the vote of the
Opportunist would go to Bernard.
Gerault-Richard was one aof the three—
Jaureés, Guesde, and Gerault-Richard—
that the capitalist coalition was bound
to defeat. J. P,

May 26,

The numerous calls that have come
in for the New Bedford speech ‘“What
Means This Strike?" published in these
columns a few weeks ago, has deter-
mined the National Executive Commit-
tee to reprint it in pamphlet form. It
can be had at the Labor News Com-
pany, 64 E. 4th street, this city. Single
copies, 5 cents; 10 coples, 30 cents; 100
coples, §2.50,

Milwaukes, Wis. -
Comrade J. Rummel, $10 18th street,
is authorized agent. All subscribers in
:l‘mnmmnuug to settle with him

The receipt of a sample copy of this
maper Is an invitation to subscribe.

.

the same thing for years.
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Queer Things in Arkanaas.

To THE PEOPLE.—I have, since 'a little
time k, tried my best to organize a Sec-
the Socialist ‘Labor party here.

willing to in on general principles ob-
jected 1o puﬁlc control of land and to indus.
trial organization. They were willing enough
to sccept the rest of the platform. Is not
such & condition of mind significant? But even
the rest of the platform they objected to in
spots.  For {nstance, they objected 1o the equa
suffrage plank. and mauy others object to the
immigration plank. ,

While my agitation was encountering these
dificulties, toward Spring there came the
old populist war-horses along with’ their
“thunder.” Between that and the war bluster,
all attention Is now drawn n'.geuuln from
anything sensible for the time belng.
he Dest I can do s to slowly hammer
away. The old farmers here about bave the
field so long that the voters depend on them
like the mules do on,a driver,

here is an odd show going om just now,
The populist candidate for Senator in this
district fssued an address to the voters,
Among the most rakipg passages of the ad-
dress are these:

“If elected, 1 promise to be & faithful ser-
nn[l oltedlho i

"1 pledge
reposed in me.

“‘l shall represent the whole people,” ete,

Such are his “issues.”’ He has been doing
Now, hardly was
his address out when out came the address
of his Democratic opponents, and what does
this address contain but exactly the same
thing that the other does. I am trying to use
the twe to show the people how these ‘two
parties, and their candidates and their aims,
and their foundations are exactly alike, In
tke meantime, the two candidates are accusing
each other before the voters of being dis-

.honest, Each claims that the other “stole his

thunder,” What ‘‘thunder”?
have come home to roost.
Hangyer, P. 0., Ark,, May 28,

The chickens
T. W.

The Seldenberyg Spectre Casts n New
Shadow.

To THE PEOPLE.—In crossing & street of
New York recently, I happened to come across
& picket of the laternational Clgar Makers'
Union, The sight brought very forcibly to
my mind & certain passage in a recent letter,
sigued by Mr. I. Bennett, which referred to
the Seldenborg strike, aud was pubiished in

the “N. Y. Volkszeitung' of April 2d, 1898,
Mr. nnett says there: “BUT IT MUST BE
STA HERE, THAT THE PICKETS ARE

NEVER APPOINTED FOR THE TIME THAT
THE BTRIKE LASTS, BUT ARE TAKEN
FROM THE LIST OF UNEMPLOYED."

The sight that 1 saw when | ran across that
picket contrasted strongly with this state-
ment of Bennett. 1 could only see the old
familiar faces of the men on picket duty,

There was ou the picket not ONE “‘unem-
ployed,"” instead of that, there were: I. Ben-
nett “himself—a MANUFACTURER; David
Helmardinger—a MANUFACTURER; Mo Da-
costa~a MANUFACTURER. Besides these,
there were others, who are not manufacturers,
but who have a steady job from the Interpa-
tional Unlon of sote kind or other. There is,
for instance, Jos. Vocel, who has been Sec-
retary of the L. U. 'M1 with $18° a week, and
oue Rosensteln and Ash, who, for the past few
years have held good ‘‘long filler' jobs from
the label committee of the Int. Clgar Makers’
Union;—are these Mr. Beunett's ‘‘yoem-
employed'*?

I should not fol:-'f( from the list one Kika,
a member of No. % and of the fakir Bohemlan

paper “Hlas Lidu.'" He has been dolufﬂ'm.ck- |

et work'’ for the last 18 years. This
the only one who romes nearest to Mr.
nett's statement about only the “‘unemployed”
being taken for picket duty: HE NEVER
WORKS EXCEPT WHEN THERE 18 NO
STRIKE, the moment there s a strike on
he Is on picket duty.
RUDOLPH KA
4 Member of 41, 1, C, v.
New York, May 3lst,

1
is
Hen-

B. C,C, 8. D, and S, L. P. In the State
of Washington, '

To THE PEOPLE.—Matt Mastison was in
town yesterday: he is & B, C. C. (Brotherhood
of the'Co-operative Commonwealth)—a *‘colony
Boad" - He is well meaning, but with very
indistinet {deas of Sociallsm,

Just now the '‘Soclal Democrats' are mak-
ing a hard pyl. They are on the streets
branlnf on what they are golng to do, and
ubout the 1'% million dollars that they have
got from somewhere to put into she colony
scheme, There is no love lost between them
and the B, C, C, colony at Edison. Mastison
was down from Edison where the colony is
located. lle says they are down on Debs,—
think his scheme was intended to hurt them.

1 don't know, but have reason to think
it is the Intentlon of the Debsists here to put
up & ticket this fall. The president of their
local branch here, and another prominent one
of their members went iuto the Fuslon con-

vention here this spring, and were prominent

In it all the way through.. We roast them
whenever we can, and we can pretty often.
« J. Do

Scattle, Wash., May 28,

The Rryan Democracy in Massachu-
nettn,

To THE PEOPLE.—'‘But it happened unto
them n‘cordlni to the true proverb, The dog
is turned to his own vomit again, and the
sow that was washed to her wallowing in
the mire,"”

The sins of the democratic party are many.
Early in the century, led by ambitious and
greedy upstarts, it sold ftself to the dominant
monled interests of the country.

Since the war it has, especially in the South,
been the organizer of chain gange and In very
recent years its encrgies have bheen directed
towards disfranchising the workers, notably
in South Carolina and Louisiana; in the latter
State a constitutional convention, having just
adjourned after adopting a constitution pro-
vi lnﬁ for both & property and an educational
qualification which goes into effect at oncg—~
not being submitted to the voters.

in the North, apd especlally in Massachu-
setty, it has been u tail to the Republican kite,
It has in a few short years oscillated from
Butler and Grover Cleveland and from advo-
cating soft money to & champion of hard
money,

It has pretended to be a champlon of demoe-
racy; but being & capitalist party, it has sold
out. its followers whenever the capitalist in-
terests demanded [t. to be only the next year
more enthusiastically supported by those, it
decelved—It is the character of some people
to belleve in one after having been deceived
time and again. .

It has been pointed out in THE PEOPLE
that Bryanism In the Massachusetts uru-
lature in 1506 and 1887 sold out to McKinley-
ism, that has been followed up in the 1ith
Congressional District of this State, where, on
the 16th of May, the Democratic convention—
the Bryan “‘mew' democracy—nominated a
Hanna-McKinley man as their candidate for
Congress at the special election. .

Lest this may seem like a fairy story, the
papers in the case are herewith submitted.

On May 10th, the Secretary of the convention
sent the following letter to the candidate:
*Hon. Charles 8. Randall.

“Dear Sir:— 5

“I have the honor of tendering to you on
bebalt of the Democratic Convention of the
i3th Distriet the nomination for Congress, and
hoplug you will accept the samie, I am yours
truly, AMES W. MURPHY."
l‘rlu follower of Hannaism replied as fol-

ows;
““Jas, W. Murphy, Esq.
“‘Dear Sir:—
*'I hasten to notify Inu that I cannot accept
the momination tendered me. urii
have been a voter I have been a

rter of the Republican party and
L‘?f"m Whlgwpuu. FHA‘LLES

A
Shades of Thomas Jefferson and the Chicago
latform! In two short iun, after the “first

ttle," Bryanism ¥ usetts capitu-
lates and goes over to the ememy. It elects
Josiah Quincy, a rank “‘gold bug.'’to the ofice
of Mayer z( DBoston, then endorses the ub-
lican can tes for officers of the Legislature,
and winds up its debauch by trying to bribe
& Republican to be its eull‘m‘ for Congress
—"a: world do move''~ in some places back-
wal

THOS, C. BROPHY.
Boston, May 27,

A Ceordial Inviiation frem Bufiale.

To THE PEOPLE.—The next
meeting n&m American Bran
held in Labor Lyceum, way,
nday, Jume 5th, at § p. m. sharp. At the
request of several friends the su for
cussion be: “Why
party s

discussion
, 8 L P,
Broad

g
£

opposed to the Debs Soclal Demog-

%dmm
in o some remuant of the “Buf.
falo Branch of the S, D. A.,'" or any person

people.
mykelt to be faithful to the trust

"diseover in

28 yet affected with this Debs fever shouid
try to bring such to the m

Admission free to all. Freedom of discus.
slon is also guaranteed to gegmy‘

Buffale, Juse 1L o

LETTER BOX.

Of-hand Answers te Corresp

OFFICIAL.

m P LABOR PARTY.
e th 1 Exeentive © 8

Sesslon of May 3irt. Teche in the chair.
Ml‘prevgl. The Snancial

[No questions will be considered that come
1o aponymous letters. All letters must earry
& bona fide’ siguature and address.]

E. 8., Nokomis, Ill,.—Never mind it you are
called a Spanish lrmmlur for not allowing
yourself to be brow en by the capltalist
blufl of war. Our French comrades are in the
Same way calied German sympathizers be.
cause they do not allow the cry of the French
capitalists about ‘'revenge’’ to affect them;
and our German comrades likewiso are called
French sympathizers because they do not
prove of the barbarian principle of holding a
people subject to & nation that it dislikes,
and, u.‘oordu:sly disapprove of thie annexation
of Alsace and Lorraine without the vote of
these f“wlv. Likewise our Itzlian comrades
are cailed English sympathizers bucause they
denounce the butchery of Itallan  soldiers
forced to fight In Africa so as to gain some
n‘rrlwrz for Italy and Kkeep it away from
England. And so on. The root of ail these
alleged “sympathizings” is the well-grounded
knowledge that the pafriotism of the capitalist
clase has for its object nothing less than the
nation; it has for its sole object the pockets
of the capitalist. This fact will soon dawn
upon our owa people.  Just wait.

A. A, A, New York.—Civilization, and,
therefore, Socialism, are opposed 0 congquest.
A people should have the choice of the nation,
goverament, ete,, it wishes to lve with and
under. Conquest docs not consult this wish,
We are, therefore, unalterably apposed to the
conquest of the Philippines, As a temporary
war measure, thelr occupation fs justifiadle.
But the idea of conquering about seven million
people, enforcing our ways, our rule, our
gystem upon them'is a return to barBarism;
and {f ths plan Is to “knock them down to the
highest bidder."” there is no diffcrence between
that and the old time slave market system.

A. 8. W,. Fort Worih, Tex.—Make no mis-
take upon that. nor allow one thought to run
away with all theeothers_that go together with
It. “'The Sociulist movément is not & move-
ment against (ndividuals,* cprrect. DByt in-
dividuals uphold syetems. No system will
stand up one second of itself. Without the
individual to uphold it, It would not be. An
army seeks to silence the guns of 1ts adversa-
ries: would you say that, therefore, it should
blaze away at the guns only and carefully ab-
stain from hitting the gunners? Why, maun, the
most terrific gun is terrific only in %o far as {n-
dividunl gunners operate it well; lmagine these
away, and no lamb, carried on the arms of a
shephard girl, Is more harmless,

The capitalist system ix such a gun: the
capitalist class and {tx defendants are the
gunuers, ——

J. MeG., Providence, R. I.—-The government
of the United States has unquestioned right
to draft citizens for this or any war to fight
outside as well as inside the United States.

A. Groslinger, New York.—-On more careful
examination of the letter you brought last
week for publication to this office from your
cigarmakers’ uoion, it appears that it bears
no slgnature other than “The Committes.*

In view of the fact that the letter contains
chargos against persons therein named that
are of a libelous nature and are not known
In this ofce itself to be true, THE PEOPLE
canpot assume the responsibility of publishing
such anonymous correspondence, anonymous
even to jtself,

By the way, when you were here last week,
you convinced yourgelf, by a personal inspec-
tion of the original of your jetter, published
in our issue of the §th of last month, that it
had not been “mutilated.” ‘‘rendered ridicu-
lous,” or otherwise “‘disfigured.” as you had
been falsely cluleng THE PEOPLE 'with
having done, WIill you now be kind enough
to retract the charge with those to whom you
made it, and oblige?

T. D. A., Boston, Mass.—The People's party
honeycombed with Nationallsm? Well, per-
haps you are right; but then only in the sense
that the lion may be sald to be “honeycom
with the lamb he placed inside of him.”

J. H., New York.--The ‘“right of eminent
domain™ is a feudal conception. It is the
right of ownership reserved to overlord our
private landed property. Under that right the
overlord could enter upon, take possession of,
private property, claiming to excercise his
right of domain, of ownership and control,
superior, 1. e., eminent, to that of the subject
holding the property. This old feudal right
has passed over to the people In thelr col-
lective capacity, and Is exerclaed, subject to
an indemnity to be ascertained in prescribed
«formy.  This lhmhation of  paying™ Indennitysy
under which the national right of eminent do-
main Is now placed, Is no part of the concep-
tion of the “right of eminent domain." The-
feudal theory that all property flowed from the
overlord was a correct military deduction;
indeed. all property did flow from him us the
head, center and symbol of the conquering
power. To-day, the people coliectively are
the head, center and symbol of the source of
“property’; all property flows from that; all
property belongs to the collectivity; and the
collectivity has in ‘it an absolute right of
ownership, which it has right te enforce when-
ever it so chooses ;—and, no doubt, will, event-
ually If not sooner, so choose.

“Ground rent' Is the rent ylelded by iand,
proper, to the landiord.

“‘Eeonomic rent” is an abstract economic
expression of Ricardo’s. it (s & relative term.
It means the value, In product, of what one
plece of land will yleld in excess of an other,
to which the same amount of labor Is ap-
plied. The theory that underlles the term
“economic rent'’ i{s that a piece of land ylelds
no such thing as rent, or that no-such thing as
“rent'’” arises, over any plece of. land until
another plece of land comes into cultivation
and yields, with the same amount of labor,
smaller returns, The difference between the
yleld of the first plece over the second s
“economic rent.'’” The whole theory Is based
upon sgricultural land, upon agricultural land
at that o a very primitive stage of capital-
ism. The development of capitalist production
has taken the bottom from whatever color of
reason the theory may at some thine have
«enjoyed. A Mergenthaler typesetter, an im-
proved Hoe cylinder press, a Northrup loom,
und steam reaper and binder, set up anywhere,
knocks the whole theory of *‘economic reot”
into splinters. To-day the theory spooks only
in the head of the bona fide single taxer; and
the 'reason is that the meaning of the word
“eapital” 18 to him a sealed book.

E. C. R,, Haverhill, Mass.—1f & draft should
be ordered in this war, and a Socialist be
drafted, the safest thing to do is to submit.
We must bear the consequences of the blind-
ness of the large majority of our awn cless in
keeping up a soclal system that renders im-
perative such wars as this, and agitate all the
more to enlighten them. ;

T. F. B., Benicla, Cal.—For Information on
the, fact that the liberation of Cuba was first
conceived Iu Scuth America, but was balked
by the United States slave-holding Govern-
ment of then, see the 'Cougressional Record,”
then called ‘‘Congressionsl Globe,' 1820--3%;
the Congress (Senate and House Documents
of that time; Niles Register; and above all, a

lumi work (*'Doc para la histo-
ria del Libertador’) In the Spanish langusage,
collected by the Government of Veneruels,
belng a4 very complete collection of documents
upon the South-American war of Independence
and the diplomatic correspondence that en-
veloped it. There aiso was an article in the
*North American Review," we belleve, some
time during those years that decalt with the
wuestion, ‘

“‘Resder," Scranton, Pa.—~The world may
crash and crumble, but THE PEOPLE will
not bend. That's what it's here for. Its prin-
ciples are the highest truths, the loftiest ldea
of the age. Let all else go to wreck and ruin,
over the wreckage Truth will rise—and con-
quer.

A Comrade, Los Angeles, Cal.—The last MIil-
waukee election (municipal) gave the B. J. P.
518 votes; at the previous musicipal election

the vote w, 4.
PEOPLES sent regularly cost

—
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Bundles of b0

1 cent a plece. 4
F. T., Pledmont, W. Va.—The 1400,000 ac-
credited to the French Socialist Labor party
for 189 in the "“‘Almapach de ls Question So-
clale’’ are the municipal elections polls, and
take In votes of the *‘Soclallstes radicaux’’ and
such others. Our comparison is made between
the poll of this year and 1863, because this
ear's vote was national, |, e.. for members of
arliiament (Chamber of Deputiss), and s0 wus
the eloction of 1881 Such elections are every

five years. % ) e ol

General Agitation Fund.

acknowledged ...
%‘%’ny Committee, pe

B esessanrenirans

o Total. .
HENR?
—
Dally People Minor Fund.
Previously sckoowledged............., . $3,205.28
. Hellberg, Somerville, Mass......... f

A . "New YOrk CHLY...eoaseee
E. Dietsgen, Chicago, Ill... avsany
F, Blersch......ocoinroorssvnrasnrsasnrnns o

receipts 3
$51.29; deficit for the week, $8.45. clegram

‘was recelved from New ford announci:
A large vote for the 8. L. P. A com '~
from Cigarmakers' Unlon No. 8

com?lun Bg about & commun

PEOPLE ou the Seldsnberg and
questiug that ter care be exercised in g
publication of such communications. The
commities stated that while they were tn ag-
cord with *he general policy of PROPLE
on matters of national import, the paper
should abstain from {aterference in local mat-
ters, The Executive Commitiee, after dis-

:'l;\ulr‘ lhhe nuurrl. c‘ml e to the conclusion
‘that in the particular instance
all reasonable care had been enw;
munication was read from the G. £, B, & T.
& L. A, asking whether the N. E. C. could
recommend to them an 1
among the miners lu Pennsylvania.
to inform them that Comrade Hickey w!
to that State and that they can use him
A certsln time. A letter was read fro
Secreiary of the 8, D, F. of '";'."“b
knowledging receipt of the resolut t
orwarded to the comrades of Spain. The let«
er stated that they published the resolyl
n Loundon for pro nda p
O'Rourke. Coal Oreek. Tenn., admitied as o
mumber at large. The Texas sectiona have
elected San Autonio as the seat of the State
Committee. Resolved to instruét Section §
Antorio to forthwith elect the committes
to report such election at headquarters. |
ports were received from Comrades Kelnard
and Hickey about thelr ugullou.

A, BRO'

BROWN,

Roc, Sec'y pro tem.

General Vote. ;
The Sections of the Soclalist Laber party are
heredby called upon to forthwith -procsed te
yots upou the below candidates for «lru
to the National Convention of the 8. T. & L A.
to be held in Buffalo, N, Y., on July 4, 1888,
The candidates who have a ted the namipa-
tion are: AVERY, MARTHA MOORE, of
Hoston, Mass.; KEEP. ARTHUR, of Washing-

ton, D, C.:-and MORGAN, THOMAS G., of
Chicago, 111,

The following comrades were also
but declined: Luc'en Sanial, Fred. s Je
Mahlon Barnes, Thomas A. Hickey, Huge
‘Vogt, Daniel De Leon, Joseph W snd

Matthew Maguire.

Organizers will please pote that the vote
must be reported in figures, and in figures on-
ly, and that statements to the effect that the
section has voted “‘unanimously’’ for this or
that candidste, without stating the vote cast,
cannot  be accepted. The vote ¢ on
TUESDAY, .JUNE 23th, the day of the last
mesting of the Nationa! Exscutive pnoodln(
the convention, All reports not at hand om -
that date cannot be counted. Only one dele.
gate I8 to be sent and members vote for only
one candidate of the three.

Organizers will please submit this matier at
the next meeting of their respective sessions,
see to |t lhat the vote is taken and report the
result without delay. ,

By order of the National Ezecutive
Committes, S, o
HENRY KUHN, Bec'y.

Massachusetts,

LYNN, May 21.—The official acts of Masss«
chusetts Convention, held here May 25—30, and
aflecting purely luterconceras of the

1. The ndog.uon of tke followi

Resolved, Mrs.

Joseph Friedland, of Boston, delegates to the
State Conventlon in 1897, who, while officers
of the party, used their official positions In an
endeavor to break down the y, and other-
wise conducted themselves & troasonable
manner, ars hereby expelled from the party,

2, The adoption of = resolution somewha
similar In reference to Jawmes F. Carey,
Haverhill

3. The selection of Worcester as the sest of
the State Committee.

4. The selection of New Bedford sas the place
.rog- l.t‘%:dlbl‘ the next State Coaventior.

-

ani |

arty organs and ultnmnl
vidual

ouse agitation to obtain ind
tions,

house-to-

subscrip-
Michigan.

DETROIT, May 2§,—Comrades of THE

PEOPLE: Plesse Insert the folléwing an-

nouncernent for {uformation to - the voters,
members at large and Sectious of the 8. L. P.

Fln Michigan:

“Comrades~There Will bs held tn Michigan
this fall a general State election. Propositions
for the placo forthe State convention have been
asked for and the returns, sent in by the sec-
tons and members at large, all favor Detroit.

Seotion Detroit proposed & mass convention,
at which delegates from other sections should
bo allowed as many votes as they represent
members in the section. As the general vols
and opinjon given favored A mass convention,
and as Section Saginaw has notified the State
Committee that they bad already olected a
dvlogate for the convention, the State Com-
mittes declded to adopt the plan proposed by
Sectlon Detroit.

Members at large and others and all those
who attend the convention and live in Detroit
have one vate only; only delegatis from other
scctions will be entitied to A8 many votes as
the section has members in good standing.
The laws of Michigan allow nomination of
caudidates in muss conventlon,

The corvention will be held in Tianette's
Hall, cor. Rivard and Cacherine streets, on
July 4th, at 2 o'clock p. m, Order of business
will be announced later.

Those comrades who live in cities where no
sections exist, and who can’t attend the con-
vention in person, should notify the Secretary
of State Committes as to thelr willingness
to stand as candidates for places where men
are needed. The copstitution of the 8. L. P.
requires that or.l; those members can be can-
didates for a public office who have been in
tho party for at least one year,
who are not now afllated with the
should take notice of this, send thelr
at once and become members at large. Any
one winhlnx to helpin thedistribution of ltsrss
ture should send his name and address, too,
to M, Meyer, Secretary Michigapn State Com-
mittee, 8. L. P,, No. 31 Hendricks street,

Detroit, Mich,
M, MEYER,

i

New Jerney.
$tate Conyention, 8. L. P.

To the Sectjons and County Committees of
Soclalist Labor Party of New Jersey.
Comradus.~In obedience to the tiens
of our State organization we send ) .
eral call, sections and county orgapizations,
requesting them to name such'place and date
for the next regular Btate convention as they
desire. The result of the nominations is that
the convention is to be held st Hoboken on
July 3, 1898. Owing to the fact thal nemins-
tions for Governor and Oo!
are to be made, we hold fof
th:lt. nu:’h 'nol;ll:llloll -

urday, July 2nd.

The State committee therefore decided st
its meeting of March 6th that the nmlm
State convention be held at Hoboken,
nominations, Saturday, July 24, at § p. =m.,
and business, Sunday.July $rd, 10 . m.

Each County Committee, section snd bngt
is entitled to one delegate who must be fur-
nished with rropor credentinls and ecard of
membership from his or&mﬂou. I

Counties where no organization ex e
bers at large may be admitted tnulgo con-
vention with the privil of
ositions should be sent to this pot
later thap June 18th,

State Committee, 8. L. P.,

New Jersey,
St P, WEIGEL: Bec'y.
Pennaylvania,
ALLEGHENY, May 30.—~At the
veution held jn Pittsburgh on the
May. 30 delogates were yrlunu.t‘.
was re-elected the seat of the
Their reports showed that the B. L.
S T R S
tion. )
vention vcn:wwnard Fish, of

Cgllrmu: lvlenr{ g:sr,’d“ﬂl
Chairman; Fran v
retary; A. D. Wegman,  of g

State Com-
of

and
Wm. ‘:" Eberle, of Allegheny, Assistant See-
retar
af . J. Mahlon the
nomln‘::!or Governor, addressed a large nieet-
fog at the La -
Wisconain.
first State Convention S LP
o1 B ety Crmrten o 2, o
waukee on July ‘ﬂ' The Staty.
invite all sections of the party, all &
ganizations that stand %

wucrndt::.s. l...?..hm

con i

At the same time & call m*
izations

mn n“w-&. ;

tion with thelr

addresses

:om o i
formation will agd iitera.
n’gmu% G
. w70 ave, Miwsakow Wi
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(Continued.)

. NEW YORK CITY, April 24, 1898,

Debate of the Boot and Shoe Work-
ers' Union (A. F. of L.) versus the Gen-
J:: ncil of Shoe Workers (8. T. &
L. A), at Teutonia 1, 16th street and
gzg avenue, New York City, April 24,

1. 2

Participants:

John F. Tobin, and

Frank A. Sleverman,
representing the Boot and Shoe Work-
ers Union; :

Willlam L. Brower, and

Daniel De Leon, i
representing the General Councll of
Shoe Workers. f

The meeting was called to order by
Miss Katie Pryor, Secretary of the Gen-
eral Council of Shoeworkers.

TOBIN: This iz round two. Mr. De-
Leon has told you that Comrade Tobin
voted for that scallawag Pomeroy at the
American Federation of Labor, and he
repudiates my action on that occasfon

- because 1 happened to vote against the

Jarge mass of so-called fakirs. I want
to explain that briefly, and say my
_reason was entirely different from the
one Mr. De Leon iptends to convey. I
voted for him for the reason .that the
different trades had the right to vote for
whoever they chose to represent them,
at that convention. "

‘He tells you that certain men in this
city have violated their obligation to
their organizatiop, and we must dis-
cipline those men. In other words, they
have placed a fine on those men. They
must pay a fine. That is another evi-
dence of irism. When you find an
organizatiofl telling its people that they
must pay a fine of ten dollars or ten
cents for each man because he scabbed
it on them, you must take this belief
that they pay this fund to add boodle
for this organization, for the officers of
the organization who do not. report
what they do with thim money.

Now, some men have been referred to
as fakirs, I want to tell you that there
is a peculiar condition existing in New
York, which you perhaps know, and
that it is impossible If you come in here
to get mep who are identified with the
Socialist Labor party movement. Be-
cause why? Because they must bow
down to the will of the High Priest. The
High Priest says these are the qualifica-
tions necessary to become a Socialist in
New York, or you are not a consistent

_Soclalist, In other words, when the
High Chief of the Socialist Trade and
Labor Alliance, who, by the way, is the
editor of THE PEOPLE, takes snuff
everybody must sneeze. That is the
philosophy of that.. For that reason
we have not got with us this afternoon
a representative Socialist on our side of
the platiorm. These men here did not
sneeze when - the snuff was taken and
they have got out. ,(Applause by Mod-
est, Casson, Winchewsky, Cahan, etc.)
Some of them happened to be in the

- city to-day, and then we found that our
field of operation in that line was quite
limited indeed, and we were obliged to
resort to this in order to have our side
of the platform filled. No apology
therefor. o

Yr. Brower stated that the Cousin's-

¢ was lost about five years figo
scause men were not loval to the or-
ganization. Fhat is only a guess,
simply guesswork, because a man went
out of the packing room into the Good-
vear room. Now, if these strikes that
we order from day to day were based
on that, we are going to lose every
time;: but it does not hinge upon that
at all. It is more important than that.

De Leon wants me to substantiate a
statement that he makes that Comrade
Carter, of the Lynn Lasters, is a class-
consclous Socialist: and challenges me
to deny that he is. I want to give you
some evidence of his *“class-conscions-

_ness.” Here is a proposed amendment
to onr constitution which he fathered,
and I want yon to mark the evidence of
“class-ronsciousness’” in this proposed
amendment to our constitution.
“Amend Article 17 by adding: 25 per
cent. of ail moneyvs recelved by the
General Union shall be set aside for a
fund to be used for manufacturing
union-made shoes.” (Theclass-consci-
ous men do not believe in labels, and
to-day we find that this meeting is ad-
vertised by a circular which has on it
an imitation of the union label; but
these people do not believe in labels at
all; iabels are of no use.) “When said
fund amounts to $5,000, the General
“Executive Board and General Officers
shall start a manufactory, and shall
have full power to decide on location,
kind of shoes to be made and all details
of conducting the business:; also have
power tohire money and do business the
same a8 any first-class businéss con-

-cern.” (Just imagine a first-class busi-
ness concern with a capital of $5,000
and the ability to borrow money!)

© “They shall keep ever in view the idea
of producing the best possible shoes for
the money, to the end that our stamp
shall be a guarantee of a first-class

_article as well as o union-made one.
If the above recommendation is not ac-
cepted, we recommend that all refer-
ene to a union stamp be stricken from

- our constitution.” Signed by M. Grote,
George Waddell, John Gibson, Fred. S,
Carter, committee. This 'proposed res-
olution was offered by Comrade Carter,
and I tell you that is an evidence of
“class-consclousness’! It is-about the
slimjest I have ever seen; and he fur-
ther says If our Convention .fails to
fdopt this amendment we must strike
from our constitution ull reference to
a union stamp! He has got his solution
of the labor problem in this little docu-
ment; and if you do not accept it, you
get out! That is an evidence of “class-
consclousness,” 1 say! It is the worst

- 1 have ever seen, : ;

: Now the International Congress has
been referred to, and Comrade Siever-
man has told you that we are entirely
in line with the Internationalist Social-
ist and Trades Union that met
in London in 1896. I submit that we
are doing exactly what that Congress
states we should do, and we were rep-
resented In that by our Amer-
fcan delegates, Comrades Maguire,

Sanial and Bechtold, and that is the

resolution that was adopted, and it
sald: “Especially difference of political
views should not be considered a rea-
son for separate action in the economic
struggle.” Now that is the meat of all
. the resolutions adopted at that Con-
gress, and it is entirely in harmony
with our union. We are just in line |
with that. 1 submit that is the most

| reasonable line to take; that is 'the

“Support that,")

most reasonable line of action: and
when we came to New York and saw
this little Mutual Admiration Society,
acting in opposition to the gress,
we pee they are making no progress.
De Leon bas a standard of measure-
ment, set up in 1896, as follows: “You
fellows up in Rochester are not in line;
vou are not thorough Socialists; your
tactics are wrong, and the evidence is
that your vote does not increase, while
here in New York we are up all the
time.” Now, here in New York, let us
measure the correctness of his tactics
by the vote that the Socialists poll!- I
have adopted that yard stick: and we
find where our organizations exist,
where we have the best organizations,
there we have an increasing Socialist
vote every time we go to the polls.
Here in New York you have a station-
ary vote. Here, in a fleld where you
have the greatest degree of the effects
of the modern industrial system, con-
fronting you at all times, and an op-
portunity to make Soclalists every day,
and where you have the National Ex-
ecutive Committee, you are unable to
increase from year to year, and in
Rochester, with our incorrect tactics,
if you please, we are enabled to make
progress right along and our organiza-
‘tion is on class-conscious linés. I will
say that we are showing a much more
substantial increase along those lines
than you arg. The men I have met here
do not seem to have made any more

progress than we have. We have good -

Socialists in Rochester and wherever
our organizations are.. (Applause.)

BROWER-—Mr. Tobin sald that the
Faunce and Spinney strike was prior
to the organization of the Boot and
Shoe Workers. So did I. I still say
that after they had their agreement in’
the City of Lynn, in the central or-
ganization, they viclated that promise
and took and organized scabs that took
the places of members of the various
independent organizations. (Voice:
1 will (showing two
letters). And the gentleman who made
that agreement was Mr. Eaton, of the
Lasters' Union. Do you wish me to
read this letter? 1 will give it to you:
it is from a shoemaker of the East. 1
would like it to go in the records of
this meeting. This letter comes from a
person whom they tried to victimize
when he left the city of Lynn for the
purpose of going to the West. (A voice:
“What's his name?) A. B. Stevens.
He is not a Socialist. They wrote to
the city of Chicago, "'Look out for this
fellow;"” yet the cutters in the city of
Chicago received this man and de-
nounced these fellows. (Voices: “Read
it.””) 1 will read it, but I don't want it
taken from my time. (The Chairman
states that the reading must be in-
cluded in the time of the speaker.')

The organization of the Brooklyn
Union' of the Boot and Shoe Workers—
there are several of them here—I claim
were the men that refused to assist the
other shoé workers in the Cousins’
trouble of 1892, and aleo in John J.
Latteman's in 1894, It was not alto-
gether on account of Mr. Ross that the
Latteman strike was lost; other’ per-
sons in this city ussisted in breaking
that strike, and that factory has been
going from bad to worse ever since,
and whether the Boot and Shoe Work-
ers can ever get it in condition again
remains to a certain extent to be seen.
There are men here who know full well
‘thtit we had the factories won, were it
not for the snakes in the grass who
were guided from the office of the firms,
and are now in the Tobin's organiza-
tion. We can go into the Boot and
Shoe Workers' Union of this city and
point them out. In Weil's factory this
man Clark made the statements that
the Council amounted to nothing, he
represented the only organized shoe
workers of the country; notwithstand-
ing that we made an advance of 25 per
cent. The General Council is the live-
liest corpse that Mr. Tobin and Mr.
Eaton will ever see. DON'T FORGET
THAT POINT.

Mr, Sieverman spoke about Comrade

Gifford. I do not mean to say that he
was a Socialist, but this man came back
into. Thomas’ factory, where there were
500 people, all told, and he made the
statement that his card was refused.
And Mr, Sieverman told me in the
Grand Central Palace, at the time of the
party's Conveniion "in- 1895, that he
would not recognize the card of the
S. T. & L. A;; and I sald: “The battle
is on.”" The same was said by General
Secretary Eaton in the Boston office;
he said he would not, and he did not.
The Syracuse Union, when men tried
to go to work, said “those cards are no
good."”
They refer to the waving of the
American flag in the office of the Gen-
eral Council, and I want to say right
here, boys, that I am not ashamed of
that flag. I don’'t wish to appeal to
sentiment in this debate. The party
carries that flag at the head of its pro-
cession together with the International
flag of labor. I recognize that there
have been wrong things done under the
American filag, but I tell you, boys, it
You take and follow out the policy of
the Soclalist Labor party and the Alli-
ance, we can wipe out those wrongs,
and don't forget it

They speak about “capturing’’ our or-
ganization. Well, if they can capture
all the members of the Council in this
city they are welcome to them: but I

tell you, boys, from this time out, from

the expressions of the National Officers
of the Boot and Shoe Workers Union,
the fight will go all the stronger; and
we will talk to the unorganized shoe
workers and the organized shoe work-
ers of the Boot and Shoe Workers'
Union ‘and show them the miserable
position of their national organization.

I now wish to say a word in relation
to a matter that took place in the city
of Newark. An organizer of the Boot
and Shoe Workers, Mr, Goodwin, met
me there before Iocal 63, 8. T. & L. A,,
and he there expounded the principles

of the Boot and Shoe Workers' Union.

1 took issue with him; he challenged me
to debate; 1 accepted it. He then
flunked out of it, and then said in
the records of the and Shoe Work-
ers' Union that I backed out; and when
Mr. Tobin was called upon to back up
the statement of Mr. Goodwin, Mr.
Tobin backed him up. Now the records
of the Boot and Shoe Workers are on
the table and they can he easily re-
ferred to, and their own lie

I' further wish to say this, that the
Boot aud Shoe Workers' actions in this
city since it has been in existence, if
that is any criterion to go by, indicate
that their will be very slow.
1 made the prediction on the platform

* These two intereating letters will be pub-
lished at & lster ‘day,

in Boerum street, when the cigarmaker,
Mr. Dan Harris, and a few more were
allowed to talk, notwithstanding they
interrupted me when I tried to show
the weakness of the Boot and Shoe
Workers from their own report, and
expressed what the Shoe Workers of
Brooklyn had to say about this new or-
ganization of Shoe Workers, namely,
that they would soon go to pleces.
When the Boot and Shoe Workers go
through the numbeér of fights that the
General Council has gone through, we
will then find out which side the honest
shoemakers are on, We have stood the
battle for five years, and wherever the
Council has been established we can
show a better condition of Shoe Work-
ers than the Boot and Shoe Workers
can now or will show in time to come.
Delegates of the Tobin organization
go into the Central Labor Union and
make statements. What are those
statements? Statements that I, as an
officer, for the purpose of a wine dinner,
sold out a boycott. What is the truth?

The C. L. U. itself declared the boycott "

off, because the people had the courage
‘to go out and stand on new trades
union lines,

They say we have nothing to show
for the money that we get from our
organization. The members get a re-
port once a year, and they khow exactly
where the money goes, and they know
whether it has been sguandered one
way or another. Next Sunday the
Council has another meeting: and the
meeting following the members of the
various locals know just what money
has been collected, how it has been
spent, and everything else. (Applause.)

SIEVERMAN :—You will notice, gen-
tlemen, that Mr. Brower failed to tell
you why he was so actively eungaged,
having it put up in printer's ink, to

keep you in an organization that was .

petering out, meaning the Knights of
Labor. .He does not explain it to you
why he did that in 1895, while Tobin
was in Boston fighting the fight of the
American Federation of Labor. He has
‘not touched it with a ten-foot pole, He
has not said anything else but appealed
to your prejudice, and has told you,
“We know what these people done in
1892 The most improved fakir could
not -improve on that. In 1892 these
men scabbed it, and what of it? For
five years the Shoe (Council has been
trying to get these shops and bring
them into the foid of the Jabor move-
ment, and they have made a most com-
plete and signal failure; and because
of that the Boot and Shoe Workers
have come down here and appealed to
your prejudice! I attended a meeting
that Sam Gompers addressed in the city
of Rochester last Sunday night, to 113
men: 113 men they were able to drum
up to that affair; they drummed up
113 men in the town where I live,
where we have 1,100 members of the
Boot and Shoe Workers alone that do
not affiliate with any corrupt central
body, that won't have anything to do
with any body based on the old-fash-
ioned political lines.. He tried by hook
and by crook to arouse these people to
a state of enthusiasm, he gave them al)
that bluff you have listened to about
these fellows scabbing, and then he ap-
pealed to the American flag. The
rogue’s last resort is patriotism; when
nothing else can be roped in for your
edification, then the American flag is
waved. Hurrah! 1 congratulate you,
membeérs of the S. T. & L. A., upon your
manifestation of [nternutional
consciousness. 1 congratulate you in
view of what is transpiring under this
flag in Hazleton, at Lattimer, at Home-
stead, everywhere throughout this
country under the folds of these stars
and stripes. 1 congratulate you, class-
conscious 8. T. & L. A., that the leader
of your movement, who was the leader
of 49, has the trickery of arousing you
under that flag. If there is one thing
that we need to-day it is plain talk.
It us understand that that flag stands
for tyranny, that it stands for oppres-
sion, that it stands for robbery; let us
understand that it Is the capitalist
emblem.  (Hisses.) They hiss; they
are class-conscious; they are Socialist
Trade and Allianceites; they are class-
conscious. Under this American flag
all these oppressions are inflicted upon
you, Under this American flag you are
to-day being ground down to the mis-
erable pittance that you are recelving.
It is the flag which every capitalistic
judge and every capltalistic fleecer
hides kimself in its folds. It is in that
gulse, hidden in its folds, that they to-
day rope you in, bunco you and make
you believe that it is to your interest
to fight their battles. We have got to
understand that the question that is to-
day at issue is a question of which of
the two sets of capitalists shall have a
chance to fleece the Cubans. That is
the proposition. And the S, T. & L. A.
proudly waves the American flag; it
proudly says that the Cubans should be
fleeced by American capitalists instead
of by the Spanish capitalists. Please
excuse me from any of that kind of
class-consciousness! 1 think a man
would be a peculiar man indeed who
did not have somewhere in his heart a
love for the particular spot where he
first saw the light of day. I first saw
the light of day down in the old Buck-
eye State, and I do think more of my
country than I .do of other countries.
I have in my heart a tender spot for
my country, but what is this country?
*Is it it flag? No, it is you: it is the
556 per cent. of workingmen who are
being plundered, and it is for .those that
1 am proud that you hiss this senti-
ment; it is for those that I would take
this country away from the capitalist
class that has got it. We never can
accomplish this if we allow the presi-
dent of the S. T. & L. A. and capitalist
editors to bunco us that the proper
thing to do is to rally around flags. We
do not want any of that, '

We submit a proposition to you, my
friends, that the Boot and Shoe Work-
ers’ Unfon is prepared to come into the
city of New York and fight the battle
for you, to the best of its ability, It
has behind it a force of some 10,000
‘We think that 10,000 are worth some-
thing.

Mr. De Leon was kind enough to state
that- I wear this red button as a bait.
The worthy Chairman of this meeting,
Comrade Hickey, Comrade Balkam,
who is & member of our party and was
a candidate for election, they have all
met me when they reached my city,
and they have all done me credit to say
that I work earnestly for the interest
the party. De Leon wanted to discredi
me in your eyes; he was afraid I might
say something which he would not like.
Is it auy wonder that we have men sit-
ting here who were once affiliated with
the 8. L. P., and who had the independ-
ence to get out? ;

I do not care whether you go into the

class-
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Boot and Shoe Workers' Union or not.

We are here defending our right to show
our ability to organize the unorganized
workers of the city of New York. We
are here to do what the General Council
is manifestly unable to do in the city of
New York. If we demonstrate our
ability to do this, if we show you by
our action in our respective fields that
we are doing all that is to be done under
existing conditions, that we are not a
tail to any capitalist political party, if
we can do that, yon will give us credit.
Don't let anything sway you in your
conclusions because this man or that
man says it. Take everything upon its
merits. I don't pretend to be an orator,

and what I have said to you this after- |

noon has reference to the merits of our
organization, to its right to plant its
flag in the city of New York and do
business here, from an economic, from
& Socialist, from any standpoint we
wish to do it. If you think we are right
we ask you to stop your opposition to
the growth of the Boot and Shoe Work-
ers' Union. If we ask for the oppor-
tunity to try to do something for Latte-
men's men, I say in common decency
we should have your undivided co-oper-
ation and support, and if yon agree with
that“sentiment that settles it. - If you
think, however, that we are justified in
using up another three or four or five
vears trying to organize the unorgan-
ized, you will ‘disagree with me,
and you will say: “Sleverman, you
and your Boot and Shoe Workers' Unjon
have no place in this city; go back to
the city .of Rochester, where you are
meeting with unqualified success.”

I thank you shoemakers of the city of
New York for your attention. If I never
have a chance to see you anywhere else,
I will be on the street corners some day
talking the Socialism of the S. L. P.
(Applause).

DELEON: It is a great pity that the
stenographer could not also stenograph
u picture of Comrade Hickey's face
when he was just now being referred to
by Sieverman as testimony for Mr.
Sieverman’s false statements. .

Now, I do not think it is necessary for
me to take up my full time. We have
driven them to the defensive; and in

their defence they have resorted to per-,

sonalities in the cholcest fakir style, as
in the matter of the flag, which I shall
refer'to presently.

They have argued well for us in that
they have carefully left unanswered
every point of Iimportance that we
made, as you surely will have noticed.

Not a word in answer (0 the Buffalo
affair.—They dared not!

Not a word in answer to the lasters
having refused to pay them dues.—They
dared not! i -

Not & word in answer to Dan Harris
poisonous pure and simple speeches to
the shoemakers, in their very presence,
and their not repudiating the same, but
geeking to profit thereby.—They dared
not!

Not a word In answer to Brower's

charge against their organizer Clark's.

siding with the employver at one of our
strikes.—They dared not! (A Volce:
“Hit'm again!")

Not a word in answer to their organi-
zation being exposed to capitalist polit-
ical influences owing to its non-ex-
clusion of caplitalist-politics by their
leaders,.—They dared not! Instead of
that, they went on in magnificent style
misquoting me and the International
Congress.  Did I not say clearly that we
do not dictate the politics of the rank
and file, but find it a necessity for the
safety of the union that the fakirs be
barred out by a clause forbidding any
officer to take active part in capitalist
or bourgeois parties?

Not a word in answer to our claim
that the International Congress declares
against all political parties of the bour-
geols as not entitled to the workers’
vote—~They dared not! Why, one of the
men before me in this hall, who has
been loudest in his applause of Tobin
and Sieverman, had his organization of
shoemakers pull out from us because
we refused to give its president an in-
dorsement as candidate for a political
job. S

Not a word in answer to the exposure
of the impurity of the source of their
organization and its pirate tactics of
flying false colors.—They dared not!

And so on, all along the line. Instead
of joining issue, they spent their time in
what? Let's see.

They excuse themselves for the ele-
ment they have here on this platform
as their backers on the ground that they
“could get nobody else.” Which is to
say: “If I can’t get honorable men to
stand up for me, I am all right if I can
get dishonorable men."

Sleverman says we celebrated their
advent in '95, and asks what has trans-
pired since that we now hold different
language. That we celebrated their ad-
vent in '95 is an argument in our favor;
it shows we were hopeful they would

act properly, and were not going to op--

pose them without ground. What tran-
spired since? We told you. They
walked into New York and endeavored
to destroy our work with the labor fakir
Dan Harris as their chief fugleman;
they sought thereby to profit by the dis-
sensions they would raise through the
economic-rot they started to retail, and
break the solid foundation for union
that we had build in our endeavor to
establish union,—and, mark you, WILL
ESTABLISH UNION.

Sieverman makes a violent onslaught
on the flag, accusing the S. T. & L. A.
The fact is that a private member, not
even an officer of D. A. 49, placed the
American flag together with the Cuban
flag over her desk in the D. A.’s office.
As to the American flag itself, it is not
geoln,llst ll:;i‘lgple toeddenonnce it, as

wer a wed; and as to the
Cuban? It eerm'?ly is Socialist prin-
ciple that a people shall have the right

to govern itself; Spain denies that right

,in such conduct,

to Cuba; that flag stands for that right.
I can well understand the feelings of the
Comrade for having coupled the two
flags over her desk. As to me, I know
she will eventually discover her error,
and that the independence she craves
for Cuba will not come in that way.
Yet this act is presented here as” a
fekir's act; and not only that; this in-
dividual action is sought to be palmed
off upon you, not only as an official act
of D. A. 49, but as an. official act of the
whole 5. T. & L. A. Think of the un-
fairness, the disingenuousness, the dis-
honorableness of such a charge. Yes,
Mr. Sieverman, you may find the flag of
Cuba over the desk of a private member
of the D. A. 49 who would love to see
Cuba free, but I'll tell you what you
won't find in the Alliance: You won't
find there any of its representative men
associating with a Dan Harris: yon
never will find them by their sllence ap-
proving the 'pure and simple’ lies a. Dan
Harris .instills in the workers” heads.
That distinctive line is drawn between
the Alllance and the fakirs who indulge
We may have among
us some who indulge in a mistaken
notion as to what the Cuban flag means;
but we have in our ranks none who
will back up and countenance exactly
the reverse of what they claim to stand
for, of what the Sociulist Trade & Labor
Alliance stands for.

Mr. Sleverman further said it was a
falsehood to say he threw light on this
question in ti% S, I.. P. national con-
vention, and he told you a pretty yarn
of how he was prevented by me from
“throwing light.”” As he first used the
word “falsehood,” I feel free to use it
now. His story is an ungualified, de-
liberate falsehood. But it is not the
first he is guilty of. In that coenvention
I nalled half a dozen falsehoods on his
head in plain view of all; and only
vesterday afternoon Comrade Hickey
nailed on his head two more falsehbods
he was retailing against me.

They say the S. T. & L. A. ig a paltry
affair, a “Mutual Admiration Society;"”
~—1 notice that it keeps the whole crowd
of fakirs howling from one end of the
country to the other.

They tell us great things of what they
have accomplished—at a distance;
wherein they approve themselves apt
puplils ‘of their President Gompers. who
in New Bedford tells the weavers of the
great victories he won for the miners in
Pennsylvania, and in Pennsylvania tells
the miners of the “‘splendid victory” he
won for the weavers in New Bedford;—
always far enough away to prevent the
danger of immediate contradiction.

Mr. Sieverman gave you a “‘philo-.
sophic”  lecture on the *scab” and
“human nature.” 1 have no time
to expose that ‘“philosophy."” Suffice
it to  say that it was cer-
tainly interesting to note  just
the men who on this platform enthusi-
astically applauded Sieverman’s apo-
theosis of the scab [pointing towards
Brown, Prince and Modest, of the
Cigarmakers, and Bechtold, of the
Brewers among the Tobin-Sieverman
backers]. 1 can't go into that.

They find much fault with our saying
that we can win economic battles, and
with our adopting a label; that's their
fault; we make it clear enough that the
economic weapons are valueless only
when in the hands of such labor fakirs
as the leaders of the Garment Workers,
with whom they are associated, and who
sell the label to the sweater bosaes.
Under class-consclous training, and
backed by a bona fide political party of
the working class, these economic
weapons are powerful aids; and that

-statement was perfectly correct in the

Souvenir.
Tobin says he adopts my standard of
measurement,and he compares the votes

‘in Rochester and New York as proof

that the Alliance {8 no good and Gom-
pers’ body is. The trouble with his il-
lustration is that he got his facts up-
side down, My standard s correct.
Why, in the Sixteenth Assembly Dis-
trict alone of New York, where we were
“Alliance up to the handle,” the IN-
CREASE ALONE of our vote was twice
as large as the vote of all Monroe
County — Rochester's county. (Ap-
plause.) This applause must stop, it
eats into my time.

Then, as to their contradictions, I
can’t take them up, my time is almost
run out. But did you notice Siever-
man's pride at his Rochester body “not
afiillating with any corrupt central or-
ganization”? And these are the men
who tell us they are wise in affiliating
with Gompers, and denounce us for
“‘going off and staying alone.”

I am very glad that the vicious tone,
which the correspondence from the
Tobin-Sieverman side took' during the
preliminary arrangements for this de-
bate, opened our eyes in time, to prepare
us upon what we had to expect from
that side, so as to cause us to have a
stenographer here. The public will be
given this debate in full, and we shall
issue it in pamphlet form, with the cor-
respondence that preceded it. It will
help to bring on what I know will come,
as well as I know anything, that the or-
ganization of the 8. T. & L. A,, being
that organization which is built upon
the lines of International Socialism,
will be the organization that will pre-
vall, despite all this masquerading that
we sa¢ here. (Applause)

(The debate was here declared closed
by Chairman Harry Carless, and the
audience separated with cheers for the
Soclalist Trade & Labor Alliance.)
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orxingmen’sChilaren’s Déath Bene.
fic Fuud of the U, B. of America,—
Tho Exbentive Board meots every second Wed-
nosday in the month, at 8 o'clovk P. M., in
Tioata Rist aal 48 B, Becond
Finandial secretary: Heluhard Lachner, 513
Kant 8ith stroet. : £

Arbelter Kranken- und Sterbe-Kasss
fir dlo Vor. Staaten von Amerika,

WORKMEN'S
Siek and Death Benefit Fund of the
United States of Ameriea,

The above soclety was fcunded in the year
1884 by workingmen imbued with the spirit of
solldurity and soclalist thought., Jts numerical
strength  (at present composed of 155 local
branches with more thao 16,000 mals b
is rapidly lonere sing among workingmen whe
believe In the principles of the modern. labor
movement.  Workingmen between 18 and
years of age may be admitteg to membership
in any of the branches, upon yment of &
deposit of $4.00 for the first class and $3.00
for the sccond class., Members belonging ta
the first class are entitled to & sick benefit of
$9.00 for 40 weeks and of $4.50 for another
weeks whether continuous or with Interrup-’
tion, Members belonging to the second class
recelve under the ‘same eircumstances asd
lingth of time $6.00 and $3.00 respectively. A
bLurial benefit of $260.00 Is granted for every
member, and the wives and unmarried daughts
ers of members between 18 wnd 45 years
age may be admitted to the burial ben 5
upon payment of a deposit of $1.00, Monthly
taxes are levied according to expenditures. In
cltles and towns where no branch exists, &
new branch can be formed by 25 workl:
in good health, and men.adhering to the a!
principles are invited to do so.

Address all communications to HENR
STAHL, Financlal Seorstary, 2627 3rd aves
nue, Room 63, New York City.

~ WORKMEN'S

FUrmiture Fis Insurane, :

L Memberahip 10,008
Principal Organisation, New York aad
Vicinity. &
OFFICE: 64 East Fourth street. Offics =
hours, daily, except Sundays ‘and holidays, |
from 1 to 9 o'clock P. M. ;s
BRANCHES: Yonkers, Troy Blughamtos,
Gloversville, Elmirs, Albany, &nem. N. Y.
Paterson, Newark, Elizabeth, South River, |
Passalc and Trenton, N, J, §
Manchester, N, H.* .
Boston, Holyoke, Springfield, Mass. g
New Haven, Waterbury, Meriden and Harte
ford, Conn. &
Philadelphia, Pittsburg, Allegheny, Lusers,
Altoona, Pa.
Chicago, 111 m
For addresses of the Branch-bookkespers,

see “‘Vorwiirts,

MORRIS HILLQUIT,
Attorney at Law,

320 Broadway, Telaphone: 171 Franklis,

H. B. SALISBURY, Awerney-st-

Office for Consultation (Tuesds:

Square, Wo

to
11 to 5) 50 Union (officns of Workd
Co-operative Insuranoe Ass'n, ete,) New Y

"DR. C.L. FURMAN,
DENTIST, »
121 SCHERMERHORN 8T., PROOKLYN, N. ¥e

JOHN OEHLER'S eretes.

Orders will be taken at 118 E. Sth street,
Avenue A and First Ave., New York Oity.

| Golimann's Prining O

cor. New Chambers and William Ets.

- g ke

—
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aod
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