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Chicago ‘‘Democrat and Dis-
toh'” Aaks Section Chicago,
8.1. P, to Assist in Circulating
Petitions for a Scheme S8tyled
{“the Municipal Ownership of
Street Railways''—~The Section
Answers Showing That There is
'No “Municipal Ownership' for
‘Labor in it, and Thatthe Scheme
‘is. a Velled Struggle of Labor
Fleecing Capitalist - Concerns
Among Themselves.

p the Public of Chicago:—

To those ‘not in touch with the So-
dalist propagand:, to those in whose
minds Socialism is vaguely defined as
the operation: of all industries by the
Government, it would appear that any
‘move toward municipalization was of
necesgity Socialistic, and should, tliere-
fore, comniang immediate and une-
quivocal Nocialist support. That a
in whose platform there is a reso-
on  demanding  wunicipalization
should withhold approval in such a
case would seem paradoxical indeed.
Nevertheless, nothing can be more
dangerous 10 the intelligent progress of
the lnbor movement than the contusion
which frequdntly-results from the cares,
Ioss use of terms. The widest. diver
gence of purpose is most effectively
concealed when clonked by familiar
forms of éxpression that serve as poli-
ties] cateh phrases for the unwary.
| “Hay,” remarks the master with a
wink, “is really quite indispensable,”
sod’ he skilifully dangles a wisp in
front of the weary donkey's nosc.
. ®In that we are agreed.” sagely re-
. plies the donkey, wagging his long
ofrs, and off he trots In the vain en-
deavor to reach it. In-the end he dis-
" covers he has merely lugged his mas-
ter's.eggs to market the faster. .
Much more - important. therefore,

1ibn is the purpose with which it is
sought. By whom and in what spivit
will it be carried out? In whose inter-
ests will it be administered? These are
the vital questions. 3
The class-conscious Socinlist asks
(them, kpowing that the lines 'of the
(chiss struggle cannot be safely Ignored.
|To do o would encourage false hopes.
It could lead only to vagueness of pur-
pose and confused action.  Under a
system of preduction dividing soclety
into two classes, with interests dinme-
trically ‘opposed, the exploiter on one
side, the-exploited on the other, every
economic question becomes of neces-
sity & class question. ~To close the eyves
1o the fact does not alter it; it only
It is
wieer to frankly accept it-and act ac-
cordingly.
For this reason the Socialist Labor
)  offers no apology for conslidering
. municipalization strictly from the
- standpoint of the exploited wage-work-
! class and s interests. Not in a
harrow spirit, but from conviction that
' there I8 no right superior to that of the
" class which performs the useful work
| and produces the wealth of the world.
By numerical predominance alone,
dally increasing, the welfare and inter-
. ests of this class become more and
more Identical with.-those of organized
. #oclety us a whale. Ta awaken this
" elass to a conscionsness of its true po-
. Mitlon; to inspire it with the knowledge
. of the revolutionary part it is destined
B play in the generation of society; to
Mad 1t in the conquest of eivil powers
. that the supremacy of 4ts interests may
be established: this is the aim and mis-

E

: mhn Is & radically different propo-

.from municipalization as advo-
ated by the Soclalists. Municipal
ip -of ‘public utllities appeals

le class, that fringe of the capital-

pert: of the exploiting class some
ure ‘of rellef has become an
Mt necessity.
Ive but reactionary. It advo-
municipal control in much the
b spirit that it blindly whacks at
trusts and the department stores.

tre i a vague hope that:.In some
¥y the channels of concentration can
) blocked and the flow of wealth
iieed into their little starving patches.
of what concern I8 it to the ex-

Mueezed, whether it lows in a few
streams or is ditched into & thou-
petty rivulets? .

Another object the middle class secks
8Sin through municipalization is a
re of-rellef from the burden of

. which tﬂl:n;n s tgﬂte-ed
o8 with partl r severity. By
substitution of the municipality for

{-o"~the-wisp of barren muni¢

A pecullar force to the so:called’

Its purpose Is not |

d class. from which this wealth

It is the rea.lizatIon that effective ap-
peal to the wage workers for support is

out the promise of lower fares, a pit-

to be abated.- What a mockery to the
wage workers! On one hand stands'
the landlord, quick to appropriaté to
himself through increased rents what-
ever tends to enhance the value of his
property. i i

On ‘the other hand the employer,
equally ready to readjust wages to any
decrense in the cost of living at the
earliest opportunity. How long, then,
could he hope to benefit by it, should
this doubtful promise be made good?

But at least the street car employé
will receive hetter wages; work shorter
hours and have greater security in his
Job (%. Truly, promises are prolific
when' there is an ax needs grinding:
But what assurance has the worker of
their fulfillment under capitalist Gov-
ernment?  Does past experience give
reason for expecting such concessions
from a Government run on “business
principles,” from a class that is aiming
primarily 2t a source ‘of revenne to
lessen its taxes? Hardly! To the ecapi-
talist, Government is good in' propor-
tion to the economy-of its administra-
tion. “I'he publie employé becomes his
political lackey. Point out a single
prominent eapitalist who, in the pres-
ent agitation for mumicipalization. has
uttered a word of protest or of indigna-
tlon @t the slavish conditions, the long
hours of work-or the beggarly pay of
the street car employés.
not have spoken had these things
seemed evil to them, had- they really
consgidered the interests of these.work-
ers of ahy moment?

To sum it up, the Socialist sees in
the present agitution an effont on the
part of a section of the capitalist class
to bring about municipalization be-
causé of certain.direct benefits that it
expects to secure for itself in doing so.
It would supplant.the individual eapi-
talist exploiter by the political organi-
zation of capitalism, and thereby effect
ccertain financial rendjustments strictly
within the limits of the capitalist class,
What interest, then, have the class-
conscious workers to meddle with such
a mess, 'and be used as cat's-paws?
Will it simplify the eventual trans-
formation from Capitalism to Soclal-
‘ism, though its promoters by no means
intend it so?. Then can we view the
process with equanimity. But, even so,
does the trust. Shall we, therefore,
circulate petitions for the formation of
trusts?

The Socialist Labor party cannot af-
ford to waste its energies. It would
be:falsé to the interests of the wage
workers did it ITead them after a will-’

It would stultify itself if by supporting
such a movement, it encouraged the he-
lief that the beneuts promised the
workers were possible of realization
under capitalist rule. ;

. So long as the capitalist class controls

" the administrative machinery, so long

will it appropriute to itself the advant-
ages - arising from municipalization.
But let the working class ence organize
under the banner of the class- conscious:
Socialist Labor party, conquering the
powers of State for the assertion of its
economic supremacy, then, indeed, will
municipalization prove a shield to the
worker, and at the same time a lash
for the scourging of wipitalism from
the templé which it defiles.

The rage, the despair of the middle
class as it sees this seemiogly golden
opportunity for its rehabilitation slip-
ping through its fingers for perhaps a
generation to come is readily compre-
hended. Outwitted and defrauded
thotigh it feels itself to be, yet it dares
not question the finality. of the. acts of
the rascals chosen as fit representa-
tives of its Interests. It dires not cut
the mesh of-legality.  That were to in-
vite chaos. Fet it squirn, then, caught
in the aot of its own contriving,

Franchises for fifty years! Why not
declare them perpetual? Barriers to
the capitalist reformer—chaff before
the whirlwind of the Socialist Revolu-
tion! >
iy SECTION CHICAGO, 8. L, P.

ANOTHER SQUEEZE.

PLEASANTVILLE, N. Y.—The sav-
ings banks ‘have reduced the, interest
1o 3% per cent. A law is being pre-
pared to-reduce the legul interest'to 5
per cent. The peéople who have mort-
gages on their homes will welcome this
as a relief, but what does it really
mean? The trust companies formed
commence to do practically &11 the
_banking business. They are lending
out money on bond and mortgage. The
middle class rmoney man can not afford
to have his income cut down, he can-
cels the mortgages or withdraws his
money from the savings banks, to in-
vest it in better paying Industrial enter-
prise atock In the stock of some mono-
poly. The trust companies will furnish
the money to pay for the cancelled
mortgages. Hut just now here is where
the joke comes in. The same capitalists
who control the trust companies also
control the industrial monopolies. Now
the middle -class money man has got
his head in the sling.” He has taken his
money from real estate security, where
& dollar's worth wus worth a dollar,
and transferzed to a water stock mono-

or less of hard pan value. But not
satlsfied with thut, the capitalist is go-
ing to fleece him out of hix 25 per cent.
value altogether. The industrial mono-
polistic capitalist pays a labor fakir to
create & strike or he calls up a fake
'war lke the Arbuckle sugar trust war
and the small money man gets squeex-
éd out to enter the class of the proleta-
Hiat. The quicker it comes, the better,
for the quicker the agony will be over.
her soar.

‘Lt her rip or det

.C. C. CROLLY.

impossible on these Jines, that brings.

tance by which poverty and misery are -

Would they

fon. }.brigh

poly, where he only gets 25 per cent.’

Look at this Picture
Bulletin of Luxury!- i
MRS, M'KINLEY'S QUIET DAY.

She does Not Leave the Hotel Except
to Take a Drive.
Receives Very Few Visitors.
Chief Steward Lace S[rurn;s No Pains
to Make the Menus Attractive—

Shopping Tour To-day.

NEW YORK, Dec. 7.—Roses in in-
finite variety, carnations of a dozen
shades, and hundreds of sturdy chry-
santhemums, all fresh from New York

hot-houses, greeted Mrs. Willlam Me-
Kinley when she awoke in her apart-
ments at the Windsor Hotel yesterday
‘morning. As if by magie, her rooms
had been transformed into a veritable
cavern of flowers some time during the
night, and by hands that knew well
the touches of artistic effect. The
flowers were spread everywhere in rich
.profusion, and were a complete sur-
prise to her. .

Mrs. MeKinley and her party will re-
main in New York only a few days
longer. Yesterday the mistress of the
White House spent her time in idle en-
joyment, and to-day the tedious
pastime of Christmas shopping will be
commenced in earnest, Mrs. MeKinley
will not accept invititions, entertain,
or attend public amusements during
her stay, as she is still in mourning.

Strong. wife of the ex-Mayor: Mrs, Fi-
scher Hansen, Mrs, Isaae Brokaw, and
Mrs. John Burke. '

It was 8 o'clock sharp when Mrs. Me-
Kinley arose. Half an hour later she
was welcomed in the drawing room by
Mrs. Abner MceKinley, Mrs. Stephen
Rand, and -Miss Katherine Endsley.
She went direct to the telephone, which
connects with a privaie wire to the
White House, turned the little crank,
and smilingly waited for a reply. The
Pregident was evidently awaiting the
message at the other end, for In an-
other instant Mrs. McKinley said:

“Yes. It is such a lovely day in New
York this morning. The sun is shining
. snd my rooms are filled with
fresh flowers, T would 1ike to stay for
a month.” The President jokingly an-
nounced that Congress was in session,
and that it was necessary for all mem-
bers of the Presidential family to be at
home. . s

Breakfast - was served at 9 o'clock
sharp. Instructions bad been given to
Daniel Lace, the chief steward, to
spare no paios in making attractive the
menus for the Presidential party. Lace
is an Ohio man, and he went to every
extreme to get the best of hot-house
fruits and strip the market of its
cholcest bits for the distinguished
guests, The first meal of the day was
served on a table strewn with violet
and yellow chrysanthemum petals, The
new service of thin China, touched
with deep crimson and old gold, was
used, and the menu cards, of heavy,
dove-colored Bristol board, printed in
the
blue, contuined the following dishes:

Hot-house strawberries.
Imported Hamburg grapes.
Bolled white fish. .
. Aspuragus omelette.
Broiled chicken on toast.
. Potatoes a ‘la Windsor.
Porterhouse steak and fresh mushrooms.
Buckwheat cakes 2 lan McKlioley.
Vermont mapie syrup.
Coffee. * afers. Cocon.

_After breakfast Mrs. McKinley and
her party went into their private par-
lor, where they talked and chatted and
listened to some vocal selections by
Miss Mabel McKinley, the daughter of
Abner McKinley. The young woman
has just returned from Italy, where
.she developed a soprano voice of re-
markable power, She sang a number
of operatic selections  and then
whistled, accompanying herself on the
piano. None of the ladies went out in
the morning. They roamed among the
flowers until it was time to dress for
luncheon which was served at 1:30
p. m. Besides' her own party, Mrs.
McKinley had as guests Mrg, Sherwood
and Mrs. M. A. Stafford.

. Luncheon over, & carriage was or-
dered and two, high-stepping bays took
the four Iladies from Washington
‘through Central Park. Mrs. McKinley

‘| enjoyed the ride hugely. When she re-

turned to the hotel she said that she
was delighted with the crisp alr and
" the sunshine, and if it had not been
for tiring the horses she would have
driven longer. For an hour after her
return to the hotel she recelved one or
two callers, and;then retired for awhile
10 rest before the dinner hour. ;

That meal was rerved in the most
elaborate style. Quantities of Bride

over the table in & mauuner similar to
the decorations ar breakfast. Again
Jdid Chief Steward Lace endeavor to
prepare an elaborate mepu. The menn
was to contain only eight courses, but
each had to be an example of culinary
art. When Mrs. McKinley, Mrs. Rand,

ley sat down at the table the following
‘menu, printed on small cards of the
favorite color of the President’s wife,
was presented: i i

Oysters In the shell

Biu‘ue of ayster crabs.
Turban of halibut a la Richmond.
Hot-house

o
-~ Sweetbreads J 'l rdinlere.

Canvasback duck
- Windsor salad. »
Omelete Souflle, -

Coltve.

~ SOCIAL CONTRASTS

Which We Are Striving to Wipe Out.

Her cillers yesterday were Mrs. W, L.’

the father, a hard-working fellow, died

ever-predominating  robin's-egg”

Polnt shirley,

roses small and fragrant, were strewn |

Mrs. Abuer McKinley, and Miss Ends-

And theh at This.

Bulletin of Misery!
STARVED TO DEATH IN STREETS

Driscoll’'s Body Tdentified by Registra-
tion Card Illegally Obtained.

DavidG. Driscoll, fifty-five years old,
who had been begging in the neighbor-
hood of 12th avenue and 52nd street for
a week, was found dead from starva-
tion yesterday afternoon,in a lot near
that corner. He had been seen stug-
gering Into the lot half an hour before.
When the body was found o Roosevelt
Hospltal ambulauce was summoned.
The surgeon would not,. according to
the rules of. the hospital, name any
cause of the death, but the police said
the man had certainly died from star-
vation. |

The bhody was identified by means of
a certificate of registration found in e
pocket, 1t gave Driscoll's residence as
350 West 53rd street. John J. Curry,
who keeps a saloon there, said that
Driscoll was an.old car driver. He lived
in New Jersey. Curry said some of
Superiutendent McCullagh's deputies
had been watching Driscoll, and had so
frightened him that he had not voted. i

A FAMILY'S UNHAPPY PLIGHT.
The Father Died FFive Weeks Ago, the
Mother Is Now Dying, and the
Children Are Objects of

} Charity, ~

The Tot of the Muastermacher family.
had always been & hard one, but when

tite weeks ago, bad as it had been, it
changed for the worse. The chief
bread winner gone, the family was
forced to depend upon the meagre earn-
ings of the eldest children, a gini of
twenty-one and a boy of nineteen, to
keep the. wolf rmm‘ the door.

But fate wias merciless with the
Masterfachiers; “Misfortune followet
njisfortune. Hanlbj bad the father
been laid in his grave -when' the two
eldest children, the ouly supports of
the family, were thrown out of employ-
ment. Then the mother, Sidonia Mas-
termacher, became ill with Jblood:
poisoning and rheumatism. And lastly
came the landlord clamoring for his
rent for the three cheerless rooms
which the Mastermachers occupied on
the top floor of the tenement, at 43
Jamaica avenue, Brooklyn.

There was no money forthcoming,
and on Friday last the Mastermachers,
with the few belongings they had not
disposed of to ralse money for bread,
were put out into the street. Sick,
homeless, and without a penny in the
world, Mrs. Mastermacher gathered
her hungry little brood about her and
sought a refuge from the cold in a
wagon shed across the street.

All day they huddled together there,
fumished and half frozen. JVhen night
came they crept into a vacant house
adjoining the one from which they had
been evicted. Some one saw them en-
ter the place, and took it upon himself
to Inform the ageunt for the buiiding,
David J. Molloy, of Atlantic and Sne-
diker avenues.

Mr. Molloy hurried around to the
‘place and found- Mrs. Mastermacher
and her children in & room on the top
fioor. ' The mother lay on a plle of
ragged clothing on the floor in a half-
unconscious condition. - The children
were gathered about her, crying from
cold and hunger, i

Mr. Molloy enlisted the sympathy of
the neighbors in behalf of the unhappy
family and then informed the police of
the Liberty Avenue Station of their’
plight. Sergeunt McCormick made an
investigation and then summoned an
ambulance from .St. Mary's Hospital.
The ambulance surgeon refused to re-
move Mrs. Mastermacher, saying that
It was a case for the Charities Depart-
ment. ;

Sergeant McCormick saw to it that
the family were made comfortable for
the night, and on Saturday the Chari-
ties Department was informed of their
plight. On Saturday night Mrs. Mas-
termacher was removed to the Kings
County Hospial, and the two youngest
chilaren, Frederick, fourteen years old,
and Mary, eight years old. were turned
over to the care of the Chlldren's So-
clety. i

The two eldest children disappeared
after their mother was taken to the
hospital - .

At the hospital last night it was sald
that Mrs. Mastermacher was in a dying
condition,

£

“Mamma,” said ‘a Mttle girl, who
trotted alongside of a haggard looking
Wwoman, pointing at the raw steaks,
pies and other delicacles tastefully dis-
played at the show window of a Bow-
ery restaurant, “Mamma, look at all
those things to eat at that window,
and we bave had nothing all day, let's
go in and take some.” The mother
wiped off a tear, as she took hold of the

RHODE ISLAND TEXTILE
 WORKERS,

A Terse Cail to Organize their Fel-
lows Against Their Class Tral-
tors—Arthur Keep's Tour.

Comrades:—By the recent so-called
convention of the American Federation

again had pointed out to us the neces-
ul:}'or grasping clearly the situation.
THe predominant tone at the Kansas
City chatter-feast, gotten together by
the Gomperses, Loyds, McGuires and
their ilk, was oue of snarling, spitting,
and howling at the to them frightful
spectacle of the nascent tendency
amongst the workers-to set themselves
to the task of solving the Labor Prob-
lem. True to the past record of their
tribe and their necessity to earn‘their
wages with our commmon exploiters, the
phrasedmongering Gomperians did not
let the opportunity slip of aiming u stab
at our offorts to free ourselves from the
thral of them and-their likes, the capi-
talist politicians. Secure from retalia-

press, they vilified, slandered, and de-
wounced the Socialist Movement; and
the capitalist papers assiduously pub-
lished throughout the land these de-
nunctations of working class politics,
hoping to influence the rank and file of
the workers with the uttcrances of
their supposed leaders. An edifying
spectacle this of the cellusion of Mbor
fakirs and capitalist press! From

satellites, these cowardly betrayers of
the working class, see their dreams of
political rewards for bunco-steering the
workers, from commjssionerships lmi-
gration to jugglerships of spittoons in
city halls vanishing like the morning
mists. Hence the nowls against the
spirit of an intelligent labor move-
ment, in which they discern, as Brutus
in the apparition of Ceesar, the dreaded
premonition of thelr Philippi. !
Here in Providence, the natural cen-
ter of the Rhode Island. labor move-
ment, we bave had anple opportunity
to observe the effects of a toleration of
th¢ genns labor crook, from the rise of
the Knights of Labor to the present.

that the history of old time nonism
here is one of. fraud, peculation, and
toadyism, as the leading facts; and of
notoriety hungry, office-hungry, and
frothy blatherskites as the leading per-
sonages. These apt disciples of the

chagpgctor econamic o izatio
Yét after xgtﬁﬂxn{mnanggm
trigue and bare-faced robbery, it cer-
tainly testifies to the inherent vitality
of the genuine principle of trades
unfonism, that it should again and
again arise from the gutter into which
it was debased by the despicable fish-
ers in the waters of economic disturb<{
ance. .
With this factor we must deal, recog-
nizing that the trades union is an econ-
.omic necessity; we must now take our
stand as to whether to tolerate the
trattors a4s in the past and so Invite

cemary adventurers from the Temple
which they disgrace. We must finally.
settle whether the trades union shall
bé a lever to ralse the workers; or, as
in the past, a lever, whose fulcrum is
the neck of .labor, to boost frauds, like
Powderly, fromn the machine shop into
a Commissionership of Immigration,
and Gompers from a cigar factory into
a lucrative office with prospects of
capltalist favors as a reward for his
rigid *conservatism.” *

Who but you. comrades, are to clear
the fleld of these disgusting pests?
Who buot you from whose eyes the
scales have fallen should stand be-
tween the vile ambitions of the labor
crook and the working class? No host
will drop from the skies to fight our
battles, we must bend to the work our-
selves.

We are dware that there & a feeling
of apathy amongst the workers with
respect to trades unlons; but is this to
‘be marvelled at wheu the honest en-
thusiasm of the masses has so often
been transmuted to disgust by the con-
taminating contact of the fake leader?
That when these vermin have been dis-
posed of it is possible to knit together

enlightenment and protection, we have
proven to our satisfaction in Provi-
dence, where we have at present clean
and vigorous economic organization
under the Sociallst Trade & Labor
Alliance,

In pursuance to the experience we
have acquired in the Labor Movement,
the Providence Local Alliances have at
considerable expense arranged an egi-
tation tour for Comrade Arthur Keep
in Rhode Island. In order that this
work may be as successful as possible,
we urge the comrades in the 'places
where he is to gpeak to lend vs their
hearty support by distributing adver-
tisements, talking the matter over with
those they 1neet, etc.

The tour, so far as arranged, I8 as
follows: . ¥
Provldencp‘l‘nma{. Jan, 3, Textile Hall,
Textile Union.

Central Fllll—WedmdAJ. Jan. 4, Temple
gf Honor Hall, Central and High streets, at

m: 3
gfoﬂdencﬁ'l‘hundly. Jan. G, to ma-

chinists, 8 p. m. .
Woonsocket—Friday. Jan. 6, La Fontaine

Hall, 26 Gain street, 8§ p. m.

—Sunday, 8, Muslc Hail,

» JAD.
2:30 p. m.’

& Providence—Sunday, Jan. 8 Textile Hall,
&v}-'mlct—!(o.day. ‘Jan. 0, Mule Splo-

pers’ Hall, Muln street, 8 p. m..
Committee on Agitation; Textile Work-

ers’ Union. . :

. ANTHONY McDONALD, Secretary.
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of Labor at Kansas Clty, we have |

tion behind the shield of the capitalist:

Gompers down to his ward-heeling.

And we speak-advisedly when we say §

Gomperian school have done all n'their | g8
power to disgrace and besmirch the | 8t

_confusion, or to scourge these mer- .

the members of the trades for mutnal |

FURTHER OFFICAL RETURNS
-~ OF THE WOTE

_Tabulated Statement of the So-
clalist Poll In Minnesota and
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Fear is an instructor of great sagacily, and
the herald of all. revolutions. One thing he
teaches, that there is rotienness where he ap-
pears. Noislom:loncm, and though you
see not well what he hovers for, tiere is death
somewhere. Our property is timid, our laws
‘are fimid, our cultivated classes arp timid.
Faar for ages has boded, and mowed, and gib-
bered over government and property. That ob-
scene bird Is not there for nothing. He indi-
cales great wrongs which must -be revised.

- EMERSON.

EUROPEANIZING WITH A VEN-
- GEANCE. »

The latest occurrence In connection.

with our march towards our “manifest
" destiny™ is the discovery made that the

mail from the Philippines is being tam-
pered with by United ‘States author-
itles. 'Letters sent home by our sol- |
“diers around Manila have been care-
fully opened and resealed, and whole

* pages wefe abstracted. As far as the

inquiry goes it is established that the
pages that were abstracted contained
local Jinformation- that it was unde-
sirable should reach the public that

. must now be nursed on Expansion

Pap. .
It s & favorite method with many a
European Government to violate the
secrecy of the malil; secrets are thus
discovered; prosecutions are thus made
possible; and the hand of the Ruler is
thus extended into the most private
«corners of the home, All this is nec-
essary to usurped power: the clearer-
the usurpation becomes and, according-
ly, the more “disloyal’’ the oppressed
grow, all, the more necessary is the
method.’ e e
-Our Ruling Class is.rapidly European-
izing us. - Only the other day standing
-armies were decried as “un-American,”
large navies £s ‘“snobbery,” colonial
possessions as “‘cuervating fyranny.”
But suddenly all these objections are

_dropped, and *our wmanifest destiny”

makes us take up these formerly ob-
jectionable things. Why is this thus?
Is it a fad, & whim? No; it is an ad-
ditional illustration of the fact that
opinions are not the foundation but the
reflexion of material class Interests,
The capitalist class can no longer it-
self consuine ull the wealth it plunders
the working class of; even if it riot
in debauchery and luxury, the heap of
plunder waxes ever larger; what shall
be done therewith? to let it rot won't
do: that would result in positive in-
convenience, besides, the economic
laws, working at one end-of the line,
and that produce ut thie other end of
the lihe what is called greed,—the driv-
fog and straining of the competition
that, despite concentration of indivi-
dual industries, keeps the pot of the
|:uph.ll|t_ Class bolling—, compels the
Oapitalist to turn his plunder to profit;
it he does not he may find his plunder-

. ing power itself maimed. As the re-

sult of this markeis have to be opened.
The home market being scuttled by’
starvation wages, forelgn markets be-
come needful, Onge landed outside of
our ‘own boundaries, our Capitalist
“Class finds itself at the Internationl
banquet table, there it can't sit down
except it can maintain its seat, and it
can not meintain its seat without It is
armed to the téeth. Thus the material
needs of the Capltalist Class forthwith
molds its notions of “Americanism,”
and what was “un-American,” ete', be-
fore its needs required it, promptly be-

" comps the pink of Americanism just as

soon as meeded by the material inter-
ests of Capitellsm. Thus navies and
armies become the acme of patriotism,
and thus also the tampering with the
mills becomes a necessity, & necessary

We are getting there. One by one the

- things that were considere. peculiarly

European and correspondiugly un-
American are being naturalized here.
And this Is as It-should be. But so,
“likewise, Soclelism, once decried as
utterly un-American has earned its
rights of citizenship. Similar causes,
similar effects.

As we go to press we learn that the
Muriboro, Mass., striking shoemakers,
made desperate by the fallure of the
false hopes they had been fed on and

| agalnst the 8. L. P. by the
Skeffingtons, Murrays and sueh other
Tearly mob-

‘ Avery. De-

v

o

POLITICAL and ECONOMIC.

. The Pop Pittsburg, Kans., “Pittsburg
Kansan” lashes itself well when it
Bays: " R

ﬂé nsas Jegisiature” now fo session
was eleg‘ml atdruatively--by the le; its
-'mrfenor was  elected” pegatively-—by  de-
wult. :

Can there be a better evidence of the
trothlessness of a legislature, that,
elected affirmatively by the people, has

s0_completely broken its word as to 4

disgust the people to the extent of their
staying- away and leaving in the lurch
the body they had t_hemselves cl’ec@d ?\

With the single correction -of the
Washington State vote, which is given
below as “approximately 1,000,” and
which was over 1,300, the following
from the Duluth, Minn, *“‘Labor
World" deserves réproduction:

The su rmn‘a large vote which the
young Soclalist bor party cast in such
ngricultural States as Wasblogton and
Ransas, coupled with the deécay of the old
Populist party and the, almost general de-
feat of the fnslon forces at the late elcct.on,
ignsubject of general comment In the reform
press. Iu both the above mentioned Stdtes
the 8. L. P. entered the fleld the grst time
this fall, and In Kansas the party cast
neaply 700 votes, while In the State of
Washington the vote Is approximately 1,000
Thix Jarge vote is evidently due to the fact
that the farmers and mechanics ia -the
Western. Statex who have hitherto sup-
ported middle-of-the-road Populism are be-
inning to vote the 8 L. P. ticket. Since
e election such a middle-of-the-road puper
ns “Living Issnes” of Salt Lake Clity, Utah,
has openly given up the Popullst ghost and
advecates voting for Sociallew. -

In & squib, In which allusion is made
to the political debate at the recent
convention of the A. F, of L., the “New
Yorker Volkszeitung"” of the 19th of
last month had this to say:

Dees It not now dawn upon -certnin of
our own comrades that thelr own favorite.
frequently untactful form of attack agalnst
the non-Soclalist trades union movement,
and, In counection _therewith, thelr own
separate trades union tactics, has placed In
the hands of the corrupt foes of Socialism
in the convention at Kansas City the very
weapons that could not.full of effect upon
the indifferent eclement
thegeby helped to retar
Soclalist current?

What were those “tactless formns” of
aftack, those “weapons placed in the
hands of the foes of Soclalism™ by “cer-
tain of our ‘comrades”? The paper
gives no hint. Indeed, to sustain its
position against the party tactics, the
“YVolkszeltung” would bave to throw
itself upon- the preposterous charges
that flowed out of Gompers' impure
mouth, and that the caplitalist press, as
a matter of course, endorsed by giving
them circulation to against Soclalism
itself; that, however, would be trea-
son; ‘whatever else the paper is guilty
of to the injury of the Labor Move-

resent, and that
the ‘flow of the

.ment, as we have shown, and shall

show again, it is not guilty of Inten-
tional treason. Has it any facts to base
ITS anti-party policy opinion on? None
that will hold witer. And yet, in a sense
exactly the opposite of its own, there
18 truth in the charge that the foes.
of Soclalism at the convention had
been given weapous in hand by certain
of our comrades, )

The political debate cast its shadow
before it. In expectation of it, P. J.
McGuire was anxiously looked for.
Some mutters were even delayed until
his arrival. Indeed, McGuire was to

| be the chief Sochalist-killer of the oc-

caslon. e sailed in; he chased the,
party up hill and down vale; he lar-
rumed it to his heait's content, but his
chief point was -the-unsteadiness and
vacillation of “reform movements”
(among which he ranked the party) and
—, according to the “Volkszeitung's" re-
port itself of December 17, he carried
his denunciations no further than down
to 1888. There he stopped short.

" MecGuire was by fur the shrewdest of
all the assembled fdkirs on the ocea-
sion. They, each of whom carried the
mark of- cane across his brow, left
there by the party since it dropped its
old unsteady gate,—they might be fool-
ish enough to polnt their finger to their’
sores and put their head where it was
sure to be hit again. Not so McGuire,

He did not care to call attention to the | the fait

purple cane marks he carries, by ven-
turing upon a discussion of modern oo-
currences. He chose safer fleld; per-.
fectly safe fleld;. he picked up his
weapons from among those furnished
before and down 'to 1888, In other
words, furnished by the party in its
salad days; in the days of Its greenness
on the Movement in America; in the
days of its weakness, Its unsteadiness,

its proneness to se¢ possible Soclalists’

where there were anly dupers, as exem-
plified by 1its being roped in by the
Greenback movement; in the days of
its gullibleness, when the fakirs could
and did impose upon it: in the days
when, of unsteady and vacillating step,
it could be ranked with “reforms,” was
easily “absorbed,” and, not yet trusting
itself, sought to lean on anything that
came along, fearing ever separate, free
and independent existence; in short, he
pickod the wempons relegated to the
past since '90, and, fipally, solemnly
thrown aside for ever as stupid and
poltroonish in '96!—Such were the
weapons he used against Sociulismn, and
4t mever will *dawn upon the party”
again to furnish him with the llke.

It Is not THE PEOPLE'S purpose to
toss the “Volksgeitung” in a blanket,
or to set it scooting, looking for pre-
tences to excuse its inability to defend
rash views that facts reject and escape
Justitying its shy-cook criticisme of the
party's tactics. Such game would not
be worth the candle. In returning this
_week: to the subject, already broached
Iast weels, and In reserving freedom to

take up the matter again, if necessary,
the purpose is higher. i

1n the first place, the past history of
thie party can not be too frequently re-
hearsed; it is Instructive at every turn,
all the more In sight of tlie large num-
bers of recruits that are foining the
party and whose future conduct must
be steadied by- the light of the experi-
ence of the past. 1

In the second place, an earnest note
of protest,.—as loud as utterable, as em-
phatic as makable—, is due at this sea-
son against that fippant spirit that will
recklessly slapdash opinfons as the
maggot bites it on matters of weight in
a movenient of the most serious char-

.| ‘acter; against that cringing policy that

can only embolden the foe, that makes
pot-one new friend, and that renders
lukeward. the friends already galned;
against that foolishly personal notion
whose favorite style iIs to set up its
own whims agalnst the average and
collective wisdom of the party,—and
thus “retard the flow of the Socialist

‘eurrent.”

Of these, sing, serious and harmful,
the “Volkszeitung” is guilty. 'To call
attention to them is no less painful to
us then to it; but THE PEOPLE was
not born for fair weather and parade;
moreover, it never mistook itself for
an END: it 1s 2 MEANS—a menns to
hew a path clear across the thick un-
derbrush and rubbish that has settied
on the Labor Movement in Amerlea,
tlmanks to just the old party-tacties that
some are still coquetting with, and that
poue more than the party's foes woul
wish to sce re-introduced. In doing
this disagreeable though needful work,
thorns may prick; it is their way; but
the work of the woodman survives
while the thorns are cast iuto the fire.

Thus comments the - New York
“Evening Post” upon events M South
Dakota:

South Dakota affords a striking Hiustra-
tion of the unsettled couditions which pre-
vall In the newer commonwealths of the
West. It Is oply elght years since It came
into the Unlon as n State upder a new Con-
stitutlon, and yet there are unewspapers
which already advocate the framing of an-
other Constitution. In these eight yeuars
many amendments have been proposed by
different Leglslatures, some of which have
been ndopted, while others were rejected,
Last November an amendment was adopted
establishing the Initlative and referendum
as a feature of the Government, another
was adopted Introduecing the dispensary
system of treating the llz“mr problem, and
a third was rejected which "would have
glven women the right to vote. Yet even
vow people are calling for the resubinls-
sion to the people of all three of these

uestions, while other amendments of thé

oustitution are urged. In dcs{mlr a lead.
ing newspapers says that “the best way to
take care of these questions properly awml
to remedy the Inconsistencies of the present
Coustitution, Is that u new constitutional

.convention should be had, and the Legisla-

ture should provide for such a convention
in the way prescribed by the Constitution,™
It is har! to see, however, why a new Con-
etitution should prove any more satisfac.
tory than the old one to a people who are
#0 volatile as the Iphabitauts of South
Dakota.

“Yolatile"” is the name here given to
the Dakota population that, feeling the
ghoe pinches but not yet knowing
where, is busy at changing -forms of
law, not yet haviug discovered that,
not forms, but the substance must be
overthrown. But the sneer of the
“Evening Post" comes with bad grace

‘from the organ of the “gentlemen” who

with equal “volatileness” are in this
State tinkering on laws, such as the
Primary’ law, and who, although en-
joying better opportunities to know,
imagine that the leakages in the pres-
ent soclal system can be “propped.”

The Minneapolis, Minn., “Tocsin"™
publishes this item under the title of
“Two Incidents":

The St. Paul “Giobe™ of December 10

says: .

“The Chicago Great Western Rallway
Company obtalned a verdiet In Its favor

esterday In the sult brought by Patrick F.
Nancy for loss of his leg and wherein he
clalmed $25.000 damages. The cas2 has
been on trial at Winona- in the United
States Circult Court before Judge Lochren,
for the past three days. Dan W, Lawler,
sullcitor for the Great Western, tried the
case for the company. The Jury brought
in a verdict for defendants."”

The Chicago Great Western, more, per-
haps, than any other road in tae counu-{.
is an English institution. ‘Dan Lawler Is
'ul servant of this British corpo-
ration.

Only three weeks sgo, thls same Dam
Lawler delivered an impassioned oration in
Market Hall, St. Paul. In denunclation of
the English Government, and was applaud-
ed to the echo by his Irish audience.

So long as the rallroand workers allow
themselves to be misled on A nationality
issiie by the pald tools of their °"g"" s,
what right have they to complaln that they
,arc abused and malmed with impunity?

The London, England, “Justice”
quotes from the “Morning Advertiser,”
a London Conservative paper devoted
to the liquor interest, the following pas-
sage la commenting on the South
Wales coal dispute: ]

e i Ditne e fematy; bt
Government may one day be compelled to
buy up certaln coal-pits and manage them

as State concerns, as a safeguard nst
the gational humiliation -&Ich 'onllsll fol-
low 4 noppnu In lu%ly to our warships
in th¢ day of battle. oere would be lotg-
ing 1 ous in departmental control of
our national stock of fuel for the furnaces
of our navy any more than that of powder,
shot, apd shell for the ordnance thereof.

“National humiliation” ie certalnly
good. Guess one of these days the peo-
ple will realize the national humiliation
of having the food, clothing, happiness
supply of their workers stopped st the
will of a few capitalists, and will put
an end to a humiliation slong side of
which the “humiliation of having
battleships without coal supply” is as
not worth considering. -

. BOSTON, MASS.

THE PEOPLE is for sale at the following

places: .

" Geo, G. Leavitt, 182 Harrison avenue.
John Bralthwalte, 84 West Canton strect.
Cohens, 9835 Washingten street.
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authority over them; that the city char-
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AS TO ARMORIES

Contrast Between the Record of an
MHonorabie Soclalist and a Dis-
honorable Place-Hunter.

* The conduct of Mr. James F. Carey,
in voting for a $15,000 appropriation
for an Armory {n Haverhill, has been
the subject of a large number of letters
10 this office, asking .for information.
Among the latest lotters received is the
following: '

Ediotr THE PEOPLE.—Being a new
subscriber to ‘THE P'EOPLE 1 have
followed with interest the criticism on
Mr. Jas.. Carey, of Haverhlll, ‘in refer-
cnee to his voting for an Armory ap-
propriation and in my opinion he made
a mistake in doing so. Yet a fricnd of
mine lere in Newark, who claims to be
a Social Democrat, informs me that Mr,
Carey was under the laws of Massa-
chusetts bound to vote as he did, and
that were a Socialist elected here in
have Armories
also, the same action would likely be
taken. and that in Paterson there was
a pew Arwory bullt during the tim€
the Socialist Matthew Maguire was 2
member ot the Board of Aldermen of
that eity, 8o being a new subsecriber,
as stated above, and not acquainted
with the facts, will you kindly inform
me through the letter box, or other-
wise, as to the position taken by Alder-
man Maguire when the matter was be-
fore the City Council of Paterson, N. J.,
and oblige,

Yours respectfully,
JAMES DEVINE.

Newark, N. J., Dec. 24,

The questions here put deserve a
fuller answer than the Letter Box will
afford space to. v

In Paterson, N, J., the militia com-
panies of the Second New Jersey Regi-
ment for a number of years had their
Armory for the purpose of drilling and
arranging of. their soclal entertain-
ments, where the local capitalist sprigs
could show off their epauletirs and
uniforms in one of the large bhalls of
the city, the Board of Alderman paying
the rent of the same (§1,200 per year),

There never had been any question
as to the right of the city to pay this
bill until Comrade Maguire entered the
Board of Aldermen. Shortly after his
appearance in that body the usual bill
for the yearly rent was presented, and,
as was customary, motion made to re-
fer to the Finance Committee, and if
found correct, paid. Comrade Maguire
Immediately made the legal point.-that
the city. bad nothing to do with the
paynient of State debts; that the militia
were a State organization under the
command of the Governor. and neither
the Mayor of the city. the Sheriff of the
county. or Chief of Police bad any

ter contemplated no such organizition,
deeming that ample powers were vest-
ed in the Mayor to keep the peace by
the appointment of special policemen
for that purpose, likewlise the Sheriff
of Passalc County was empowered to
appoint deputies if required: that such
an organization as the militia had
shown - itself to be in New VorkK and
Pennsylvania a provoker of disorder-
and a standlog menace to the working
class. The motlon to refer to Finance
Committee was earried, but the bill
was NOT PAID. . ‘

The following year, the bill came up
again, this time for $2,400, and was
AGAIN DEFEATED, the City Counsel
stating on request of Alderman Mag-
uire for an opinion that the city had no
legal right to pay the bill, and it was
not paid, to the great disgust of the
“Generals,” “Colonels,” “Majors,"” etc.,
who stated that “this would be the last
time we will have to ask the city as the-
State authorities are about to erect a
large and commodious Armory for the
Second Regiment in this city.,”

This new building was started by the
Jocal capitalists FURNISHING the
land and THEMSELVES ADVANC-
ING THE MONEY before the appro-
priation was made by the State Legls-
lature, the pretext bejpg made that
‘times being dull, it would give. em-
ployment to a great number of men
who would be ptherwlise idle and starv-
ing.” Maguire ridiculed the whole
scheme; he showed up their false pre-
tense of wanting- to employ labor un-
less it was to skin them by profits for

contractors, etc.; he quoted the Bible
where Joseph read Pharoahs dream of
the lean and fat kine, how he stored up !

"the corn for the 7 years of famine; and |

he showed that under this lnfernnl-"
capitalist system, whose periodic |
panics were no dream, the necessity |
was rather for large bulldings, such as |
this new Armory, to store corn in for |
the people to eat instead of guns to i
kill them. )
Later the superintendent of the Pas-
salc Rolllng Mill Company appeared |
before the Board of Aldermen to get |

| permission to lay tracks In the streets |

!

bring them to the building. Then,
the object was, as stated, to employ |

so that flat cars might bring the large |
trusses for the roof from the rolling !
mill to ¢he Armory and Alderman Mag- |

| uire filed a counter petition of the trade |
: unions against granting the same, and |

he again stated that the promotors of |
this bullding stated that their object
was to employ the idle labor of the
city: he went into statistics and show-
ed in comparison the small number of
men required to build these trusses |
complete, ready to place on the build- {
ing with the use of the machinery in ’
rolling mill with its bull riveting ma-
chines, furnaces, shears, and great |
cranes to.lift the whole truss on the !
three or more flat cars necessary tol
if

labor, the greater the number of iron
workers, riveters, heaters, boys, labor-
ers and horses ‘with teams necessary
to the same on the ground with the
buflding the better.

The superintendent tried to make It
appear that Comrade Maguire was
speaking against machinery, but was
completely floored by the comrade who
first made it plain to him that Social-

lective control of it and then there
would be no need of the hollow mock-
ery of employing ldle labor building
Armorles to store men-killers in. °
The petitions were referred to the
Street Committee with power. the
chalromu of which promised Michael
Lambert, of the Carpenters’ Union, and
a delegation of iron workers, that they
woulid be given a beariug on the matter
before action was taken, but broke his
promise uand held a private meeting of
the committee two days before the reg-
ular meeting time and gave the Rolling
Mill Company the repuired permission,
the property owners along the route
having given their consent to lay the
tracks. ;
On the regular meeting night of the
Street Department Committee the

Trade Union Committee appeared to-

present their side of the case and were
informed the mattér was settled. The
chairmnn of the committee was re.
mindeéd of his prourise and at first de-
nied it, but owing to the lively discus-
sion e got rattled and gave the whole
thing out how the star chamber meet-
ing was held. ete., all of which was
duly reheursed - over by Alderman
Maguire at the next meeting of the
Board. 3

This is the “Armory" record of an
S, L. P, man, who is neither duper por
duped. nor seeks preferment in either
capacity, and who, accordingly, when
elected, did not, as Mr. Carey, promptly
withdraw from the 8. L. P, so as to
have his bunds free to dupe and be
duped without runnipg the risk of be-
ing held to account by the “narrow”
S. L. P, .

Fakirs, Fakirs, Skates and
’ - Fakirs.

[Written for THE PEOPLE by 8. . Euze-
nauver, Pomeroy, 0.)

When a miner man must tune the lay,

He needs has nasty thing to say,

Just give me ear and space,’ I pray,
And I'll say it with a will.

For rules aud forms I care a curse;
When miners’ troubles I rehearse,
I'll tell you in pecullar verse

Of fakirs bad and il

We keep a-field some blatherskites,
Who must be paid. whate'er betides,
There's Mike and Tom, ther's Scott and
’ -Fred—
And a multitude of fakirs yet
There's Charles, there's Pat and
Bill,

Whom we poor simpie wights must
A pay.
While we live bard, they're making hay
In their peculiar fakish way;
They send their Lills to us to pay:
Just charge them to the T, M. of A.,
Charge them to me and you.

They make believe the world they
shake.
Ah! no, not onc a bribe would take,
Tho* odors bad rige In their wake.
At ev'ry bar their thirst they sluke,
Some people say they're on the take,
© May be that's false or true.

It got into the head of Mike
To call us miners out on strike,
He sent us down a fakish Wiglit
To lead us simplers in the strike:
He said we might depend on Mike.
To ald us strikers in the strike;
But we never saw of aild a mite.
Down on the Pomeroy Bend

This fakir. who came down to us,
Shot off his liend and made a fuss;

Of the strike he made nn awful muss;
This pure and simple blunderbuss
He fed us full of lakish lore;

We struck for seven mouths or more;
In direct stress the fight we bore,

F But saw of aid or Mike no more—

"Twas all the merest rant,

He talked a lot of tommy rot;

Of ald and of their dread bhoycott;

Talked much of Micheal what-do-you-
eall, .

The Prima Donna of them all,

Who left us on MceKinley Bike—

That fakir skiate and blatherskite.

But faith, we now have wended all

Their fakish plctures to the wall,

From rell and scroll we're going to
scratch ’

The whole confounded shwoting match:

We want none o* their ilk.

Why sbould we have these labor stars
Couching about in Pullman cars
As skittish as the Steeds of Mars

11} our hard belabored guild;

Lodging at first-clase abodes

Dressed in the latest styles and modes

In screw-tail split and jump-tail coats
+ 'And bukskins made o’ silk? :

When things began to look awry
He packed his grip and said good-bye;
Sald he'd return some other day,

1 The fakir wished to dodge the fray; ;

Now say, what would you say?

He must leave, he sald, his time was up.

The skate began to feel the rub.

The strike broke down, the union up;
Now this is what I'll say: .

“You've faked us once; you've had
your day;
“Pray ne'er again come our way;
“Begone for aye; let nevermore
“Your fakish shadow dar'n our door,
“You blasted fakes and skntgu!

“Go where you may g0, where you
will,

“But ne'er again cross our sill,

“Or better still, go If you will,

“Aye, go down to—Hailes!”

Labor Songs.

The attentlon of the readers of THE
PEOPLE Is called to the following labor
SOLES: 3
1.—"The Workingmen's Marseilleise,” ar-

runged by H. Mohr,

2.—"Down with Slavery,” wonls selected
Brounoff. .

from Shelley: music by Platoa
3—"The Hand with the Hammer,” b,
Peter E. Burrowes; music b:el'hlo:
Brounoff. Py
4.~"On the first of May,” b Iizabeth
TBerber: music by Plates Brownof.
Price, 10 cents per copy. Send your or-
ders to:
NEW YORK LABOR NE e
G} East 4th street, New mcglv.

The receipt of & sample com' of this’

paper is u,mngnuon‘w subseribe.

o
Uncle Sam & BrotherJonat]

Brother Jonathan—I happened to n

the other day a labor paper; and do yos
know it made me feel very sad for
and such honest workingmen ag
I showed it to my friends at our M
lonaire's Club, and all agreed that Sed
clalist workingmen 1ljke You who try e
ralse your people are very much to
pitied.

Unecle Sam—\Well, that's becgmh‘
teresting. What was it all about
earned for me the pitying sympahty
vour fellolv labor fleecers, i

B. J.—Well, that's alright. We Al
Iabor- fleecers: 1 don’t deny it,
i excuse for telling me so to my #
!

Nevertheless, just read those labg

| pers yourself. See here, if yog
living among a lot of wild cv
“where the best revolver tells,
you unarm yourself and expose yous
self to being shot? :

U. S.—Not much. 1 woulda't,

B. J.—Of course not; no sensible
would. Now here s what that
paper .had. It echoed violently |
violent denunciations of the Exe
Traction Company against the €
solldated Traction Company. /
ter, as you know, has a franchise
is about to expire, and it wishes to N
new it for a good long term; the for
wants to extend its lines and wants
franchise for itself.

U. 8.—Well, I suppose you have stog
in the Consolidated concern and
to keep the profits, and keep the
celslor stockholders out? X

B. J.—Tat's it exactly. Now, I &
deny that I and my fellow Consollds
stockholders are simply living fine
the backs of our employés. Bt

U. 8.—1 am glad to hear you admi

B. J.—Nor do I deny that we b
raked in enormous profits.

U. 8.—Good!

B. J.—Nor yet do I deny that we
to keep the snap all to ourselves.

U. S.—Very well. What's your p

B. J.—My point is that the Excel
concern does not propose to cl
things for the better for the workl
men; what that copcern s after
get from us what we now get— =

U. 8.—Put the plunder into their oW
pockets, instead of letting it go
yours? PTG

B. J.—Just s0. Now, with that objes
in mind, what do they d0? They
broad-sides at us against **Monopa
Think of it; they, who already ha
sort of monopoly, and who strain
completer mouopoly, they start
ing against “Monopoly'!

U. 8.—It certainly is a cholce
of capitalist fraud.

B. J.—You recognize that?

U. 8B.—8urely!

B. J.—=Well, then, what does
labor paper do but reprint that frag
lent attack on ‘“Monopolies,” and e
upon the working people to “tear dow
monopoly” by adopting resolutions &
sending them to the Board of ¢
men! Just think of the stupidity of|
If the Excelslor concern at least ¢
better wageés, one might excuse
workingmen for being caught
bait; but not even such bait is on
Excelsior hook. And here they go
take the field against one mo
slmply to build up another. Now
that stupid: such people have no
and when Socialist workingmen &
with the working class they are
ing their labors. &

U. 8.—Is that your point? i

B. J.—Part of it. But my real poll
is «.is: You are wrong to run us
talists down. We are not the bad|
ple you imagine: we simply exer ;
the wisdom which you admitted thies
was in being well-armed among
cowboys. Many of us capitalists
willingly help you, but these we
men are too stupid to be helped,
therefore your class-struggle.
Wrong.

U. 8.~Was that your point?

B. J.—Yes; and a good one it Is.

U. 8,—A damned bad one, I call i

8. J.—Hey?

U. 8.—vet's stick to your ¢
comparison.

B. J.—=Very well. A
U. B.—Everyone is armed and pm
tising at target shooting; consequeniths
whoever is among them must do
wise for self-protection. 1.

B. J.—Correct! e

U. 8,—But would you say that
self-protection includes your
evervthing to keep up, foment,
and produce revolver-needing
ism?

B. J.—-Well-no—

U. 8.—And that is just what
I might take stock in your A
there were good men among you, ¥%
it you nkuuaed your workers to bal
that I would consider the act of
preservation in the competitive
gle. But you do worse. With

profits you start and suppart
poisonous capitalist' papers that
the workers in just

.g K

ines

e
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Fostered Unde

1t Is sometinies argued that the atti-
~ tpde of the Socialist Labor party to-
wards the Labor Fakir is an excessive

; It Js mot. It is upon facts that

! of our charges is founded. BSo,
fof tnstance, the charge that the .Capi-;
taliet Class politician and the Labor:
work in harmony to deceive the
' worker with the notion that theé con-
* dition of his class is improving rests on
id of facts. Mr. P. J. McGuire,

of the Assitant-Bottle-Washers of
s go-called A F.of L. furnished the
fllustration.. At the recent pow-
sw of this concern he declaved that

- CHLMABR.

r the Kindly Chre-‘of Cap_italism..and
JPure artd Simpledom. :

‘wge” (the pure and simple - trades

s

-

; calture ...... ey
i ﬂ sries, senfaring, ete.
-lnfn( and q-.wtrﬂng_. P
n esslonal services
In
o ~
L manufacturing in-
QUSLTICS <o i rrene % 61015 0 otn v Ya b

mestle service.
transportation .

 fa trade (messengers, porters, clerks, etc.)..

. Laborers (not .fpccmed; apd all others,....

................ .

. Upon Investigation it is readily found
i these figures are grossly incor-
E B : o much so, Indeed, as to induce
& the suspicion that their inaccuracy was
& got atogether the accidental result of
W arelessness  or inefticiency in the
! ry and fundamental work of
' f  emumeration.

‘§ In thie first place, the comparison of
| 1880 with 1890 is radieally vitlated by
| amost important difference in age clas-

~ gification. In 1880 the period of age

"' for the persons cnumerated as *“Chii-

@ dren at work' was from 10 to 15,
'S whereas In 1800 the period was only
8 fom 10 to 14 years, leaviug out the
‘gear fn which the largest number: of
chfidren enter “galnful occupations,”,
| or wage slavery.
. For the purpose of making a com-
| parison possible, a writer in the above
| mptioned Bulletin 11 of the Depart-
¥ ment of  Latdr (Fuly, 1897), without

‘B otherwise disputing tlie census returns

| o tar as they go, assumes that 20 per
- eent. of the 1,288,864 children 15 years
oid. in 1800, or 257,773, were at work.
Adding these to the 603,013 reported as
workers from 10 to 14 years of age, his
| mesult 18 n total of 860,786, which ap-
. parently shows for the ten years 1880—
1890 & reduction of 257,570 (instead of
513,343), in the number of workers
from 10 to 15 years old. “This num-
ber,” he says, “without doubt” ap-
proximates “very closely” the actual
onditions.  -Then, evidently well
fpleased to find that his own correctlon
till leaves some room for just such
onclusions as the census would nat-
rally suggest fo the unwary, he fur-
her observes: *“Since 1880 there has
heen 4 -considerablé diminution in the
" Saumber and proportion of children at
ork, illustrating the spread of the
ommon school system and the growth
b public sentiment against the employ-
Inent of children of school age In any
capacity which tends to deprive them
. of the opportunity to acquire an edu-
cation.” ;
. Of course it Is absurd to say, as the
_Labor Department does through this
writer, tha. the census figures concern-
fog child labor Yillustrate'” in any way
the sehool system. What might be true
to some extent would-be the inverse
statement, that the school system—or
rather the school attendance—corro-
‘§ borated or failed to corroborate the
4§ censue figures of child labor. A failure
fo corpoborate would at least be prima
facie evidence of the incorrectness of
those figures: for the reason, AMong
others, that the statistics of school at-
" fendance are carefully and’ systema-
' tleally collécted by an intelligent corps
teachers, who have at hand the most
B direct, positive and complete data that
‘B Itis possible to ¢btalm concerning the
~ children at school. and therefore not at

" 'work during the'school term; whereas

* the census statistics of child labor are
I most Instances collected by un-
. tralped enumerators, who moreover de-
pend for “their information upon the
careless and unverified statements
- made to them by all sorts of people.

. Now, had the writer in question
looked into the statistics of the school
system for evidences of its own growth
be would’ have had a very different
kind of “illustration.” He would have.
found, for instance. that in the great
manufacturing States which compose
the North Atlanti¢ group—comprising

New York, Pennsylvania. New- Jersey

and the whole of New England—the

3 of school attendance to

1 17 Inclusive), fell from 47 per cent.
1880 to 46 per cent. In 1890, and that
the large citlos tt fell at a much
igher rate.. These are notoriously the
in which capltalism *‘consumes"
proportion of that quantity
iid labor which comes under the
of “wage workers.” Again, he
i have found that the reported in-
e of- school nttendance was lu the
hern #tates. where the ‘average
term Is only about 80 days, and
Western States, where agricul-
still, as in the South, tne leading
of the population; which ho
Rt accounts for the fact that four-
. 350w of the reported decrease of child
SBarfs In agriculture, although the ap- .
ng off in this particular pur-
i & mere fiction, for it is a
fact that many of the coun-
fidren who attend scliool in win-
¢ are employed in the fields dur-
‘remaindoer of the year, yet are
led as “‘workers” when they

BYRACUSE, N. Y.:
. 115 Amy street.
. UTICA N. Y.:
A, Nitsschke, 88 Columbla street.
;’O!x:o MASBE.: LA RS
o M Green street, rear.
8T, mu&ﬁo.:

veuoe.

unions) “have abolished child labor.”
Similar, at all points, is the clalm that
the Capitalist politician makes. Yet
what are the facts? Just the reverse,
Upon this pofat of child-labor the fol-
lowing chapter of the Soclalist Alma-
nac will shed valuable light:

By the last census It is made to ap-
pear that the number of children em-
ployed in “gainful occupations” de-
creased largely from 1880 to 1800, © Ac-
cording to the classification adopted by
the Department of Labor (Bulletin 11,
J ufy. 1807), which differs somewhat
from_ that of the census but does not
ln“n'ect. the totals, the figures are as fol-

WK

Totnl AR T T
Apparent DEL GeCTOASCaee vaseeiasnsrrarrssasascsanaes

9,747,000, or 46.7 per cent., and that the

18%0. 1890, Increase. Decrease.
T20,009°  D2R115 302,014
1,776 1,115 " i
20485 11,301 1,387
4 g 16
120,644 00,554 30080
3,519 GIN07 G AELY T ek .
120,255 o664 ¢ 20,59
QoA T 4042 h
14,880 37,620 s a7.207
003,013 6,553 521,806
e an DL

work, as most of them do, for their own
parents. i

-By these vague words, “the growth
of public sentiment against the em-
ploymnt of children of school age,” is
no doubt meant the supposed efficacy
of the so-called “factory laws' which
in various States were passed from
1880 to 1800. : Yet it must be well
known at the Department of Labor
that these laws, even where they are
enforced to any extent, do not in the
least prfevent such employment but
shinply divert it from manufacturing
into commercial establishments. More-
over, in the very light of ifs own fig-
ures, for which it boldly claims the
merit of “very elose approximation,”
the Department cannot honestly or in-
telligently assert that ‘“there has been
u considerable diminution in the em-
ployment of child labor™ in manufac-
turing and mechanical establishwments,
since by accepting and taking into ac-
count the Department’s proposition of
children from 14 to 135 years old the al-
ready small diminution of 29,000 given
by the census of 1800 as compared with
the census of 1880 would be cut down
1o one-half of that number.

It may also be observed that in the

above table the reported decrease-in
the large number of children sweeping-
ly ¢l under the vague heading of
“Laborers, not specified,” 1s 67,000, or
over (4 per cent. If the vast and grow-
ing army of “bootblacks” and news-
boys" is included under this head, no
such decreasé can-have taken place; if
it is not included an important omis-
slon bas been made. On the other
hand, onsldering what we daily see of
the growing employment of small chil-
dren In all commercial establishments,
and especially in “department stores,”
the reported increase of 4,900 under the
head of “Trade” (even if corrected by
the addition of a proportionate number
of :children between 14 and 15 years
old) is on its face ridiculously small.
" That the two last’ censuses are en-
tirely unreliaole In this matter of child
labor, is furthermore¢ shown by the
stupendous discrepancies between the
tables of manufacture and the tables
of occupations. In the first, which are
made up of figures supplied by the
‘manufacturers themselves, that is, by
persons Interested in understating the
amount of child labor In their service,
the number ‘of children employed is
182,000 for 1880 and 121,000 for 1880;
whereas in the gecond, which are made
up of data loosely collected by the
enumerators, the number (according to
the classificatiow of the Department of
Labor) is 120,000 for 1880 and 90,000
for 1800. True, it may be observed in
extenuation of those discrepancies that
the age periods in the two sets of tables
do not exactly’correspond; but it.may
again be replied that they are by that
fact rendered the more worthless for
comparison and conclusion.

There I8, indeed, good ground for the
prevailing suspicion that the object of
such census work. conducted by wmen
sufficlently versed in arithmetle to
know what should be done in order to
obtain comprehensive and. compre-
hensible results, is only to hide the
truth-and confuse the public mind.
 But there stands glaring above all
this statistical darsness the portentous
and undeniable fact, that with ‘atotal
school population between 5 and 18
years, numbering »0,865.000 in 180,
the average school attendance was ouly.

&

average school term for the whole
country was only: 140 days. Epom
which it may safely be asserted that
ignorance is growing apace throughout
the United States and that the number
of children and youths . between the
said ages, actually employed for a more
or less ‘extended portion of the year in
.mean, bard and brain-stunting labor
cannot -be less and is probably more’
than 5,000,000, y

-

- *

Allow’. Capitalism and Pure and
Stmpledom their way and this will be-
come a land of stunted -serfs at one
end; Chinese-like Mandarins, riding ele-
phants mad with pride under white
parasols at the -other end; and, in be-
tween, a lackey class—the successors
of the Labor Fakir—, acting as go be-
tween to soothe the serfs into quiet and
living ou’ the cast-off of the rulers. = |
Stem the tide, ye Soclalists!
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[Correspondents who prefer to appear Ia
print under sn assumed mame, will attach
such name to thelr tlon, besids
thelr own signature and address.
other will be recognized.] :
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Work in Independence, Cal.
To THE PEOPLE.—We are a consider-

sble distance from the “‘madding crowd™ of |

the m cities, but we are as much In-
finen by the economic environment us
though we were right with you. When we
came here last February we were called the
Anarchist because.we dared to criticise
capitalistic ecopomjes, and some Yery
strong talk was induiged in because of our
succesé Ip puncturing the gas bags of clas-
sical economlics; and threats were made to
bave us removed at ieast, if not discharged
from the service. This has all passed away,
and we h-\e_(]ulre a.number of citizens
who will not only listen to our talk but will
read- with interest any literature we ma

put intheir “hands. Last electlon, 1:«!.
there were only 2 votes for the 8. L. I'. In
this county; this election there were 20.
There were many more who sympathized
with the cause but who had not studled
ecopomics sufficiently to enable them 1o sfe
clearly enough ton vote for the dimly seen
principles upoa which International Social.
ism Is Tounded, We intend to sow the meed
of Sociallsmu broadeast so long as we are
allowed to remain here. We feel proud
that we were one df the ploneers in sproad-
ing the Erlncl'ﬂu of Soclalism In Eurcka,
Humb. Co.. Cal., sud prouder to see the
comparatively large vote cast there at the
last electlon. ’

I find that it Is yet too early to start a
Sectiow, but feel confident that capitallsm
will help ont considerabiy, us the number
of Trusts that are now being formed will
do more to educate. the people lhere and
elsewhere in the U. X than the combined
efforts of plonecrs like myself. 1 wish to
be reckoned a member of the party that
never swerves to the right or feft on ae-
count of petty motives: but always remains
true to prineiples. Whenever a Section cin
be formed, you will hear further from this
Mttle eyric ‘tn the mountain fastnesses of
Southern Califoruia. .

1 notice In .the “Frening Bulletin™ of
Providence, R. 1., a compliment apropns of
the attitude of the great Soctallsr pews-
puper of Germany, the “Vorwaerts.”" Such
complimeuts are not con amore: they are
extracted by the. foree ‘of the logle of
events, It .{lws a thorough scientitic So-
clalist a thrill of pleasure to be even an in.

signiticant member of such a party and to !

feel, however humble bis efforts, that he is
assoclated with men and women who dare
ta do thelr own thinking.

The reasxon the average' politiclan *got
there” with both -hands and feet, was be-
canse he worked cvery day in the year
while the unthinking voter only devoted
several days In the year to his political
duty, and even then he too often imuddled
himself with the cheap heer and whiskey
of the average politieal candidate; and
there is no remson that with the same
tacties eml)n\lo,\'n-.: lit & nobler cause, the up-
lifting of humanity, that the average So.
«inlist working before. after and belween
elections should not suceeed.

Onward to the Co-operative
wealth. J.

Independence, Cak, Dec. 12,

Common-
J. MeL.

Things from Rockville, Conn.

To' THE PEOPLE.—We should and shall
have at least 100 subscribers for THE PEO-
PLE in this place, provided the comrades
all hustle. . Such hustling will carry us to
vietory next electlon. mtslders bave no
fdea how discontented Rockville workers
are. Last city .election only one-half of the
total votes was cast. The factorles are all
running on short time, dt-s‘lﬂ
of the Advance Agent of I'
nalled on the mill doors.

tockville is known. throughout the land
for manufacturing the worsted woolen
cloth iu the market. Here was made the
cloth "for the last two Presidents inaugu-

te the pletures
rosperity belug

rated. But the weavers are Cleveland and
MceKiuley patehes on the -seats of thelr
pants. This Is Lringing many of them to

thelr senses, and 1 am suge more of them
will be with "us before long. 1 think a
Weavers' Soclalist Trade & Labor Alliance
would help us a good deal In bringiog them
over. Our vote, 270, wus a surprhu-“ 1o
¢ G,

everybody.
Rockville, Dec. 12.

A Yolce From Distant Vancouver,

. C.

To THE PEOPLE.—How s it that so
many well-meaning people, on getting a few
Sociallst truths into their noddles, at once
in thelr eagerness and awmbition to help
maokind, and themselves, proceed to or-
gunize the .Co-operative - Commonwenliths,
the Direct Legislation Leagues, the B, .
(.'s, the Soclal Democracles, the Munjority
Rule Leagues, the Soclal Reform Unions,
coleny schemes, jolut stock cumpanies, So-
clalist and socipl reform ﬁ. ers, in short,
wnythipg rather thap STA RIGHT, with
a correct understanding of the natural laws
governing Social Evolution, by subseribin
10 the admittedly correct principles base
on those lnws, which, never successfully
controverted, are held by the Soclalist La-
bor parties here and in Burope?

They often lgnore entirely the wmost ra-

pructical wmethod of bringing
about the Soclalist Revolutlon,  viz,, by
means of the ballot In the hands.of n class.
consclous proletariat: and accordingly ‘side-
track themselves, mislead thelr friends and
readers.  waste their energles and powers
in frultiess effort consequent on Ignorance
of the laws of capitallsin’s existence.

1 am sorry to say that 1 was for a-time,
with others, misdirecting my efforts In a
fruitless attempt to harmounlze what we
thought were different parts of “ONE
MOVEMENT,” viz, the movement of 8o.
clallsm In Canads, but which we have seen
capnot be harmonized, os they: are based
on different conceptions of tM natural laws
governing Rocial Evolution.

1 refer to the Forward Club of Soclalists,
in Brantford, Out.,, whose members came,
throuﬁh the efforts of Comrades Ashplant
and Barter, of Loudon, Ont., and Sanial,
of New York, to see the correctness of the
position that Social Evolution Is the manl.
festation of the forces of nature, which at
this stage of the game the Sociallst MUS'T
UNDERBTAND In order to direct and guide
them for the welfare and hrogress of man.
kind. At a lecture xiven by
Sanial In Brantford, the members of the

|

| fook

Conarade |
- the months next proceeding

Forward Clob, almost In a body, loined the |

newly formed Section of the Canadian 8. L.
P., and I for one am coutent yith the com-
pany I find myself In, as I belleve that the
position taken by the 8. L. 2. on the de-
velopment of soclety through cconomic
cluss struggles. the daws of capitalism’s ex-
Istence and the clear-cut methiods and tac-
tics consequently adopted arc absolutely

correct.

Your editorial of July 17 exactly expresss
my sentiments, us does the pampllet “KHe-
form or Revolution,” and the “Class Btrug-
gle,’”” by A. M. Simoos

1s there no way by which the members

f the 8. L. P. can reach the Soclalists and

ial Reformers. who. no doubt, honestly
are misieading themuselves and others and
place the philosophy of Scientific Roclalism
a$ taught by Mars, Eugels and the Kautsky
mphlets, before them und so induce them

o quit “lashing the ocean, Irritating and
thereby super-inducing crazy attempts at
rodress that wind up-in defeat, nervous re-
action, and -pessimism,” as you truly ex-
g_uued in Letter Box answer to L. B., N.
.. on_ November 20?

Not that I think that the 8. L. P,, as an
organisation or'those organizations afil-

ated with the & L. P, should have a
monopely of the Soclulist pro[ln‘nnndn. ut
that [ wish, and hope, to see the day when

the Bocialist forces of the U. 8. and Canada
will be harmonlously working along correct

lines. i

1 submit to our ‘Socialist friends outside
the 8. L. P. that it is only Jvn and falr to
the 8. L. P. that we should bave a chance
to deal with their objections to jolning with
us In what seems to be the correct tacties
and me methods proved successful
wherever adopted and which will be suc-
cessial bere, as elsewhere, because of the
act that . NATURAL LAWS ARE UNI-

Would 1t uot be a . n for each
Section to see that all those in their dis-
trict who bona fide call themselves 1al-
{sts and Soclal Reformers, are made aware
of be e Lo et Hetorn.of Revols.
Coples of the pamphlet **

u:'n" and the Kauta m|
think, be “most

use’ or.
ming th . 1 have all
ot £ 1Y E e Pt rE PEOPLE, B
M
al

1 talks and te
fhoer wox erbping lowirin S Mt 28
b, T bt o

g'wx'gn a of jote here

taeday, Dee. 17, mhn Section

! the

Yancouver, 8. L. P. of Cana and nail
the banner ~with the Arm and mer to
the mast. Long it wave!
RTHUR SPENCER.
Vaocouver, B, C., Dec. 12

The Leaven Working Amoﬁl Rali-
. roaders.

To THE PEOPLE.—I noted the Seiden.
eplsode in last lssue; and as a trades
::::duut (B. of R. . T.) am deeply Inter-
I have also observed the magnlficent
effort along the “‘new’ trade union lLines
pursued by the 8. L. P,
Well, two years va. the Committee on
Resolutiona at the Toronto ‘convention of
the Brotherhood of Rallroad Tralnmen suc.

ed In getting the conventlon to go ou:

record that “Every social question was a
political question, etc.,” but when in ap-
other resalution the -existence of the “‘class
struggle’ was shown, why, that unbappy
bt true “effusion’” never saw the light of
day, I. e., outside of the convention hall,
but we are npxdly, as a2 body, heing per-
meat with, at least, n - semi-class.
cousclouspess that labor produces “all” aud
should receive “all.”' The “leaven™ Is
working. THE PEOPLE Is gulded by the
only logical tactics, and success is arsu

. C B,
Winena, Mion., Dec. 10

To Purify the Church-

To THE PEOPLE.—1 propose n method
to purify the. Church, which. as a whole,
Is now Ing run by the class that grinds
the faces of the poor.

I suggest that workers who go to chureh
resign thelr membership and Keep out of
churchies, giving them nelther time, In-
fluence nor money.

I'bat they address thelr pastor on the
Jahor question and have them read such
letters to the congregation, giving us a rea-
#on for resigning that the church bas b
come capitalistic and the enemy of the
poor, while falsely professiug frienaship
and how that the teachings of Josus and
the I'rophets are lguored or perverted oy
the clergy.

Those who ecan talk well may attend
those meetings.where they can speak, and
by advocating the poor wan’s ciause coi-
pel the parson to deciare bimsell even it
they draw upon themselves the emnity of
the church nud exgommunieation for heresy
or “disturbance_of religlous mectings."" Al
of Swhich will be heiptul for the vause of
man, and will foree the elergy themselves
to keep the poor mnn's question in the
front. Every ltile helps,

It would be a splendid.ddea If THE TEO
PPLE could spare the space to solleit and
print model “Letters to Pastors'’ for the
poor to copy and send to thelr pastors along
with their resignations. |

It I8 no easy matter for the average work.
ors to compose sultable and effective letters
10 their “spirftual advisers.”’

.ot us use our pens to make it ensy for
them. 5 A SUDBSCRIBER.

Providence, R. 1., Dec. 19,

Valuable Items from California,
To THE PEOPLE.—California is

hind Iu the efforts to ralse the XL .
vote to 100,000 fu the United States. The
following table shows that the “land of
gold’* I not the least favorable in the coun-
try for the extenslon of the Roclalist work,
Our vote two vears ago for I'residentinl
Electors was L01). our average vote-this
year is over T,80, .

1n some of the countles the gains have
been remarkable. In San Dlego Co. the
rate In 1806 .was 71; thls year 257, 1In
Shasta, 1896, O: 18088, 108. a galu of 1.200
lner cent. Contra Costa Co., 4 In 1896: 52
n 1808. Ventura Co.. ® In 1806; 74 In 1808
Kern Co., 1804, 1; 1808, 119, San Jorlqun
Co., 1594, 31; 1808, 162, Sacraento, 1x04,
58: 1K88, 104. Marin Co. gnve a galn of
over SO0 per cent. Stanisluus Co., 1898, 1;
1808, highest rate ¢4. Tulare ‘Co.; 1866, 31
1898, 183, Humboldt Co., 1806, 8: 1808, 180,
Santa Cruz Co., 1806, A3; 1868, 131, Solano
Co., 1806, 10; In 1808 (Burns, Congress), ZW0,
4 galn of 1,500 per cent. All above are
average voles, except when - otherwise
stnted.

The fight for Governor was bitter and
actlve betweeu the capltallst candidates,
Gage, n Los Angeles lawyer, never Lefore
a candidute for public office, was the Re-
publican nominee.  He'put in his thoe de-
uallm‘lu% his oponent as everything that
was bad, and putting on the emphasls
when he ealled him “Anarchist AND So-
clallst.”  Maguire, the Demo-Popo-Siiver

candidate, was nominated and endorsell and,

stood on S0 many rhﬂtormn at the same
time that he was all tired out before cicee-
tion day. Magulre ix the big chief of the
single taxers. He was luto Delaware with
the herd of spell-binders who by thelr
unied and awfal efforts got about a thou-
sand votes in that State a few years ago.
Magulre Is a gentleman dlumlnuinlmlhe in
other ways than by his single tax teacl-
inge. He I8 a brave man, ¢ Is the man
who at laxt, when evervthing was qulet
after the ‘86 election, trled to convinee a
large audlence In this elty that Soclnl'sm
wonld Le a bad thing for the people. Har-
riman was his opponent, and forced Mag-
ulre to defend the single tax. He'll not be
caught that way again. Magulire Jdecided

in 1884 that the Chleago ““Anarchisis™
(Sples et nl) should be hanged: What fur
he did not elearly state. But they bad to
be hanged. Heénry George cchoed this
oplnlon. as coming from a “high” legal
puthority. Gary also declded they shonld
be hanged: also a high lezal authority.

B
Altgeld declded those. who escaped strang-
dlng. did not deserve to be even [mprisoned;
another high—all high—as the English ap-
ply the word to ment.

\vell, Magulre with all his platforms was
pot particularly popular with the working
classes ax Is endeuced Ly the fact that he
was beaten In his own city of San Fran-
clsco by over 4,000, which went Democratic
two' years ago. Hip cry was #mntl-mono-
i)‘oly‘ and pacticularly antl the Southern

acific rallmad. He called Gage the “S.
1". nominee.” The result showed the capl-
talist lawyer with no political record eleet-
ed by nenrly 20,000 majority over the eapl-
tallst lawyer of many piatforms, ‘'antl.
landlord” tendencles and a record of two
terms lu the U, 8. Congress,

The heat of the mm|pul~n aud the "Mag-
uir's pretensions of friendship for “labor”
a few yokels who would otherwise
have voted for the 8. L. P. candidate. But
we are pretty well satisfied. as we have a
territory about as big as all New England
to ¢over nand 2 comparatively seanty pnfm-
Iation to work on. Harriman's speaking
tours through the State were slwost the
extent of the general campaligniug during

election.  He
aid g&nud work, and so much pleased are
$1)0 per month is well under way to put
him on the road for a ycar. It Is practical-
Iy an nssured scheme. If nothlog inter-
rupts us, look out for large 8. L. I'. figures
in the returns from California In 1000.

A few days before election there was a
strike of the pressmen In ail the dally news-
paper offices {n this city.
until some daf- ufter electlon, but not ONE
LINE regarding the strike was ever pub-
lished in any dally paper. As soon as the
strike was on the whole avallable foree, in
some cases Including the business mapagers
and proprietors, took.up the work of the
strikers.
ference’' the proprietors laughed at them,
When they t ready to surreader the
bosses took them back on terms satlsfac-
tory—to the bosses. During this trouble a
committee from the strikers called on the
8. L. I'. to sallelt lllr: threatened to vote
the Soclalist ticket If the bosses didn’t
“‘gurrender”. *‘Why."” sald opne striker In-
diguantly. “‘they won't even *h'w us a con-
{ference, don't O

good a
Jost, for there s no evidence
kers voted agalnst théir mas-

ters. A
The church is not in polities, but when it
does not wish any candidate elected it has
a vers proper appreciation of the human
volce ‘and well-rounded sentences directed
against those It does not desire In office.
Rev. Peter 8. York, who did an exceedingly
f“l job in beating the blatherskites of the
I". A. at their own game here a coupl
did not do a very bad job In

defeat o

not be.
. Pe

fallsts that a fund to the gount of |

. men movement. has the nerve to speak of

i whose econoutic movement s golng haod in

It was not settied '

When the strikers wanted a “‘con- |

e 'V‘l" lt.h'a:ﬁn'l:ut Cn-q-wuul..f. 100
’ Rerent Economic and thelr
on the and

.our comrades

i
T

tleman
teach Socialism unless it
who can support the B
whose bulwarks lle in the saloon
and' tenderloin districts of
8 as elsew

He is the devout gen
e

£

Bliss seems to have “‘gased
cross that he can mot act on'
G.

Ban Fraacisco, Dec. 19,

“‘Labor Day” and Labor Day.

To THY PEOPLE.—An outburst of con-
tempt Induces me to appeal to you to have
these lines printed, in order to be able to
refute some of the many slanders which
Mr. Samuel Gompers has thrown upon the
clasg-consclous workingmen's movement of

they wolemnize thelr Labor Day after their
work is done, that means in the evening.

_Before 1 shall prove that Mr. Gompers
has uttered a falsehood let us look at the
matter a little' more closely, let us scrutin-
fze the cxn: on “Labor Day'’ lu tbis
country. We have a Labor Day here, it Is
true, but It Is NOT the first of May. As
long as the working class does not appoint
the above stated day as THEIR Labor Day,
w0 long does this da¥ not earn the expres
slon “Labor Day.” Jt is nothing else than
a hollday as any other Sunday of the year
ja. But this Is not all

In_this country the working class does
notAfight, dues not struggle for the day; no;
the capitalist class “aliows” the working
¢lnss to interript work and to amuse them-
selves, very often taking oot of their
salaries the pay for this day. By no means
is the Labor Day universal, as I know many |
stores which are not even thinking orf !
closing. > !

The Labor Day of this country is nnt]
used to protest against the anarchistic In-
stitutions under which we are saffering: it
is not used to stop, for at leaxt one day, the
exploitation of the proletariat by the ruling
class, uo It is usd as every other hollday
granted by the bourgeosie, namely, for set-
tiug either at home or golng Into next
saloon, gussiping about bad times, but for
heaven's sake, o not touch the vital point,
namely, tac'concentration of capital.

Thix Is the Intelligonce Mr. Gompers has
awakened on the part of the working class
which the “Federation of Labor™ embraces,
And # man, who bax shown his utter lu-
vapacity beyond all doubts, dares to scorn
the Internatioual class-consclouss working.

the Soclalists as If they really were the
rifferafl of the people.

1 do not attempt to criticlse Mr. Gom-
per's specch ot the end of the convention:
no, this expression I8 to meek, what [ try
to do Is to denounce a wan, who, well
knowing the true facts, Is telling falsehoods
and les to an audience which knows about
Sociallsm as mueh as a tiger about merey.

When we obiserve our “omrades In Europe,

bhand with thelr political one, then we see
n great difference In celebrating the Labor
Day. ‘Take, for instance, Vienua,

Labor Day Ix not “granted™ there:
ﬂ(rlllf]t‘ for It ensues every year. Laber
Day In Vienna is not a day of rest, it s a
day of protestation. A& ulmost wo work-
jugman appears fu the shop, no wheel Is
turning, oo machine fs running, the noise
of the hammer ean not e heard, On th's
day the working class of Vienna shows the
fdie capltatist class that without Its ald it
can not do anything, it proves that profit-
maklng has to stop ns soon as the working
class come to Ity scnses. and last but pot’
lenst, it- shows that the narasité in our
yresent state of soclety, called capltalist,
% wholly dependent upon the worklug clars,
thut as socn this class takes Its own, the
means of productlon, the ecapltalist 18 us
poor ag the workingman, being -obliged to
gu to work or 1o starve.

Itut there Ix no use of getting excited.
Mr. Gompers {8 well aware of the truth of
my statemnents. he realizses full well, that
hix motta: **No polities In unions,” makes
the union, the head of which he is, an In.
stitution of anarckism, disgulsed uuder the
mask of “law and order.” ’

Fortunately, the ray of Soclallrm
breakiug forth, and ax he feels the ground
sinking slowly but surely beneath his feet,
and ax e Is striving to remain ob the sor
faes, he is bonnd to hecome a slanderer in
‘order to be able 'to -promote bl own welfish
purpores.  The only advise the Socialist can
glve him Is: As you are bound to fall down,
sooner or later, go down ke a man, show-
ing that you are ahle ‘o bear hard dnck,
and make place for n new era of American

trudes unlonlsm,
RUDOLF GROSSMAN,
New York, Dec. 20.
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THE PEOPLE’S
New-Years Greetind
18:_;1 9,

is out. It is simple in design but very
striking and full of effect.

Against a background. dirty from the
thick smoke from the many long fac-
tory chimneys, rises the muscular fig-
ure of a young workingman, bolding in
his left hand a laurel wreath stating
the number of votes cast this year for
the 8. L. I’ and in the uplifted right
the weapon with which the victory has
-been  wrurg—the Socialist Hammer.
The expression In the face as wall as
the whole attitude is bold, full of de-
termination and embodying in a very
forcible- way the aggressivenees and
militant spirit of our moyement and of
THE PEOPLE. Suitable inseriptions
surround the figure and on the sides
are calendar tables. '

The colors are very well applied and
it presents altégether a very impressive
ensemble, ' s

Price 10 conts, sent to any address.

LETTER BOX.

Off-hand Answers to Correspen-
dents.

(No questions will be considered that come
In anonymous letters. All lotters must
carry a bona fide signature and address.]

H.. NEW YORK.—No, Sir; THE PEO.
PLE never inkes notice of persoual silngs,
except oceasionally when it ITprotuceq
them in full to help an olouln% Bditor
pillory himself. What THE 'EOFLE does
take hold of with both hands I8 attacks on
the party policy. Whoever indu In thar
Is promptiy taken over THE PEOPLE'S
knees, and then the condign spauking Is
. administered. -

E. 0. C,, WITCHITA, KANS.—What do
you mean ‘by “¥raternal Bocleties"?

¥. K., CHICAGO, ILL.~It is lmpossible to
be ‘accurat¢ on the subject of the unem-
ployed. The Census Office dell i
violated in 188) the order to enumerate
the unemployed; when the Census Act for
1890 came along the gulit riles of 1880
managed to get a clause (n by which t,h:f
could neglect the matter of the unemployed.
In on 1889 or 1800 issue of *“The Na-
tlonallst' of Hoston, the matter was ex.
tou-d in an article eatitied “The Eleventh
“ensus Consplracy,” and an attempt |s
there made to figure up the unemployed.
Unassisted Ly any Censns fgures, auy one
who tries to ascertalu the number of the
unemployed has to work his way gh
n variety of other public dvcuments, an
consequently there must be wide dlu'n‘ n-
cles among them.- Our official statisticlans
don't llke to. take up the question; It 1s u
sore spot with them: ‘It gives capitalism
away faster than the rosy fgures of wages
thut they forge. A

‘L. D,, WORCESBTER, MASS.—~When the
capitalist class surrenders it will. bave to
be to the victor., Who do you lmagine that
victor will be? .

Caplital and Labor are two factors in the
production of wealth.

C. C., SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.~There in
inherently in_ expansion mnothing ‘that Is
capltalistic.  Its present capitalist breath °
Is a result of the (‘l?llllllt interesta that
would be served by It. Moreover, to fight
expansion, us sach, to-day, one wouid have
to rank himself with otber capitalist Inter
ests whose Interests are agalnst expansion.
We must guard agalnst dogmatism.

. J. W., SCHENECTADY, N. Y.—Yes, the
Alllance is mmall; what of that? Wonid
that be a reason to refect It* If -o‘ why'
not reject the 8, L. P.; It also 1s small and
wan a good denl nmaller. While an organl-
xation that {2 and remains of a size below
that which Is requisite to accomplish re-
sults woull be an lueficlent orgaulzation,
nevertheleas, at It inception & numerically
w(-'nk body 1 not to be geuged by numbers
only. ;
L. 8., NEW HAVEN, CON.—You are part.
Iy apswered just above, as to your. other
olut: One year the workers swing over,
Issatisfied, fo the Republicans; dissatisfied
again, they swing over the next year to the
Democrats. Now imagine
rmu.-h to the workers the iniquities o
Yemoeratic and the Republican party,
[} mrtz.whm le could
dnth ta be visiona r%cl. 0
0
ustly so. Likewise -'IW
m g.
"3 o

3

g2

Fet not wet u
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::c Sock!| e orkingmen, could
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Soclalists to their heart's content.
what once used to"o. and that
policy suited the fakirs to a T.

E. G. C., ROGERVILLE, IA.-The
mmbcornbuchedln'rﬂtl’
The walls Jericho may have
down before the tnngt blasts of the Je

lsm won't,
blical quotations you toot

the
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many Bl
them.

W. W., BROOKLYN, N. Y.—-Wes wou't
know the 8. L. P. v%u cast
Election District of i e El
Ward untll the O 1 Record gg
that
ulay

the
of the
Is printed. Shall let you know whea

not even seem to be aware of
diction. .

A. L. G.. MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.
S;ompen was born in England. He
ew.
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SOCIALISM AND ITS RELATION
70 SOCAL EOLUTION,

[By Julian Pierce, Washington, ™o, in
. “Typographickl. Journal."'] -

& .

In the “Journal” for October 15 there
appeared an essay by C. L. Emens, of
Clinelnnatl, Ohlo, entitled “A Middle
Road--Extereme Positions to Be
Avoided.” Mr. Emens is undoubtedly
influenced by worthy motives and

‘aetuated hy a slucere desire to benefit
the working class; but,-like so-wmany
“writers in trades union press, he has
evidently given the labor problem ‘no
more than a superficial examination,
and consequently has fallen into con-
fusion so great that one is almost at a

" loss where to begin the work of scienti-
fic clarification.

Speaking of the late controversy over
the propogition to withdraw from the

, American Federation of Labor, he as-
_serts that the Federation is reactionary
and needs reforming, and adds:

On the other hand,” the advorates of So.
claiism would certainly render the cause of
labor a better service If they would come
down from the sky and advoeate practicnl

‘ measures. Granted that we have at pres-
ent entered upon a period of transition--
from the competitive to the co-operative.
;"l%m—‘"" :hgf‘g::ﬂ((;:l?monx:;‘d violent or
n’dl'r:l lx,nr:::;ms are as ll-advised as none
atall. Y :

In the above paragraph there are
‘these two fundamental errors:

First—That the present is a period of
transition from the competitive to the
co-operative system. '

- Second—That the Socialisis do not
advocate practical measures.

" Scientific treatment of any question

‘«wan not be accomplishéd with brevity,
and an analysis of the fallacies con-
tained In both of the above errors
would require moré space than the

" ‘pditor of the “Journal has pliced at

my disposal; and, Inasmuch as the
classifying of a measure as practical or
impractical depends upon a clear
knowledge of the nature of the social
evolution through which we are strug-
* gling, 1 ghall treat-in this paper of the
first fundamental error that Mr. Emens
#ms made, namely, classifying the pres-
-+ ent as a perlod of transition from the
'‘rompetitive to the co-operative or So-
‘clalist syBtem of production. AL

Rather than being a transition from

nthe competitive to the co-operative or
Socialist  system of production, the
present 'is 2 period of transition from
the competitive system of production
to the non-competitive or trust system
of production; and whether the his’
torian of the future shall be able to re-
fer to it as a period of transition from
the competitive to the co-operative or
Socialist system depends entirely on
the wlll of the people. Now the will of
the people is made up of the individuaj
wills of millions of men and womwen,
but the will of the individual ‘man or
woman Is determined by the ldeas of
that man or woman, and those Ideas
are shaped By the processes of educa-
tion. Should the people determine that
the trust system of production is good
enough, the present would be nothing
more than a period of transition from
the competitive system to the trust sys-
tem; but should the people, on’ the con-
trary, determine that the Socialist sys-
tem would be an Improvement on the
trust system, then it could be truly said
that the statement made by Mr, Emens
is correct.. .

From the standpoint of Socialist
sclence, however, the present is noth-
ing more than a perfod of transition
from the competitive system to the
trust system. The truth of this propo-
sition can be readily seen by an illus-

-tration—always the best definition.
That there can be an utter absence of
competition in every Industry in the
conpntry, and at the same time an utter
absence of co-operation, may be scen
by an examination of one typical in-
dustry. ' The Standard oil trust is an
. example of an industry in which the
practice’ of competition has been done
Rway with; but, using the word in the
Sochalist sense, there is no co-operation
in the methods of the. Standard oil
trust.  Soclalist co-operation implies

t alone associated or co-operdtive la-

in production and distribution, but

‘;l:nl::‘ : / ﬁfunhel;mor;d co-operative

A n the wealth produced by such

‘absociative production and distribution,

{There Is to-day co-operative labor in

‘#he production and distribution of ofl,

dut there I no co-operation in sharing
he wenlth that resnlts from such pro-

uction and distribution, .

This pecullur kind ‘of co-operation
Thy be called “capitelist co-operation,”
for under its workiags co-operation is
nothing more than a machine by which

- the capitalists get more wealth out of
the working class. A thousand men
f together under- a system of

nized division of labor will

uce much more wealth in a given

me than would the same thousand
men working on the old mdividual

_plan. The capitalist class bag dis-

this, and it makes use of the

- productivity of co-operative

fabor over individual labor just the |
pame a8 it makes use of the increased
reduetivity of machine labor over
hand’ labor. Summing up the whole

Bibg In & few words, we have to-day

many industries capitalist co-opera-

0, which Is a system of production
under which the productivity of the
working class is largely inereased by
"nwlg it in hundreds and in thou-
sands (co-operative labori, while the
capitalist class alone enjoys the in-
creased wealth that. resulis from this
vo-operation—the working elass co-
aperatpes for the benetit of the capitalist
cluss. . 1 :

The Socialist discerns these facts. e
also discovers that great benefit wounld
result fo society at large. and 1o the
working class in particular, if the or-

. Reuigation of society were s0 changed
that every member of it should share-
o the results of both wmachinery and
co-operative labor. ke observes, fur-
ther, that the majority of the working
class has grasped neither the nature of
the present system of production nor
the possibilities of life under the Ro-
clalist system, wnd therefore he con-
siders it a partiotic duty to present
these truths to his fellow-craftsmen.

It 1s true that in this developmoent of

soclety from the competitive
trust, the sees the evolu-
also that

£ is enti ‘die-
o e i 4

E

g

: [
g;

the physical evolution of man, The
evolution of a plant in the depths of
the forest is governed by the slow pro-
cesses of natural evolution: but it is a
grave error to imply that the evolution
of society is governed by simlilarly slow
processes. A plant has not in jt the
power to hasten or retard its own evo-

of individuals, bas this power. From
having learned that evolution in plant
and animal life is something. snail-like
and weird, Mr. Emens has evidently
drawn the illogical conclusion that the
evolution of woclety Is identical fu nat-
ure. ‘Evolution has been defined as the
“act of unfolding,” and in society this
act of unfolding can be aided by hu-
man. knowledge and human effort

tion,” If unaided by human knowledge
and human “effort. will become still
slower, and the goal, which.Mr. Emens
admits is a desirable one, will be far-
ther off than ever. iyt

A few paragraphs from Kauntsky's*
" “The  Co-operative Commonwenlth™
will be found Imstructive on this point
of social evolution, as well as on the
Socialist's position relative to the
“practical” reforms that Mr. Emens
gnd others think so much of. "Kautsky
BUYS:

¥or the last hundred years thinkers and
stutesmen among  the possessing  classes
- have been trying to prevent the threatened
downfull of the system ‘of private property
in the lpstruments of production--i. e, to
revent the wocful revolutlon.  Social re.
orm I8 the name they give to their perpe-
tual tinkerings with thé industrial meehan-
“ism for the purpose of removing this or
that il effect of private property in the in.
struments of production, or at least of ‘soft-
enlng  Its edges, without, however, ever
touchling private property itself. During
the last hundred years manifold “cures™’
have been. huckstered anud even trimd: it is
now hurdly possible to imagine any new
recipe In this line. Al the xo-called “new-
est” papaceas, of our roclal quacks, which
are to heal the old soclal allwments quickiy,
withour pain and without expense, are,
upon closer inspection, discovered to be but
rehashes of oldl nostrums, all of whirh have
been tried before fn other
worthless,

“Just then some one cried out, as we
often hear them crying out to-day: “So
you fire opposed to reforms, are you"
To which question the author replies
as follows:

Let not the position of the Sociallsts he
misunderstood. He pronounces these socinl
reforms inoperative in so far as they pre-
tend to remove the growing contradletions,
which the courge of economic development
brings ovt Into ever stronger light, between
the powers of production and the existing
li;!'lt:nl of property, at the same thne that
they strive to uphold and to “coutirm the
latter, But thé Soclalist does not thereby
menn that the soclal revolution, L e, the
abolitlon of private property in the Instru-
ments of production, will be accomnplished
of itself; nor that the Irresistible, lnevitable
course of evolution will do the work with-
out assistance from man: nor yet that all
socinl reforms are worthless, and that noth-
ing I8 left to those who suffer from the
contradictions between the modern powers
of production and the system' of property
but Idly to cross thelr arms and patiently
to wailt for better days. R

-"And let me here insert, for the henefit
of those who do not understand a good
deal of Socialist agitation, that we
know that as individuals we can hasten
the evolution of society toward the co-
operative . commonwealth; that . we
know, further, that the working class
acting as a unit could bring about the
realization of such goal in less than a
decade, and that by refusing to act as
a it it can put it off for & century or
longer; and the keynote to our appeal
for solidarity on both the political and
-trades union fields may Dbe clearly

Kautsky:.

When the Soclallst spenks of. the Irresist.
Ibleness and Inevitableness of the .socinl
evolution, he of coursé starts frow the be-
llef that men are men, and not puppets;
that they are belngs endowed with certain
necessities und hupulses, with certaln phy-
sleal and mental powers which they will
seek to put to thelr best_uses. Patlently te
yield 1o what may seem unavoklable, i not
to sllow the wsoclal evolution to take fits
course, but to bring 1t to a standstill

When the Soclalist declares the abolition
of private property in the lostruments of
production to he unavoldable, he does notg
mean that some fine morulng, without thelr
helping  themselves, -the explolted classes
will find the ravens feeding them. The No-
clalist considers the breukdown of the.pres.
ent social system to be upaveldable, he-
cause he konows that the economle evolution
Inevitably brings-on those comditions that
wilk mm‘wl 'hI exploited classes to rise
aguinst this syktem of private ownership:
that this system multiplies the number and
the strength of the exploited, und dimin-
ishes-the number apd the strength of the
exploiting clusses, both of whoum are still
aduering to ft: and that it will fAoally lead
to such unbearable couditions for the
wasses of the population that they wili
have no alternative but elther to go down
in sllence, or to overthrow that system of
property. g

Such a” revolution may assume manifolil
formxs necording to the elrcumstunees undes
which It is effected, It by no means must
necessarily  be accompuanied with violenes
. and bloodshed.  There ure Instunces In the
lilstory of mankind when the raling clusses
were efther so exceptionally elear- sighted,
or so partionlarly weak snd cowardly, that
they submitted to the fnevitable and ol
untarily abdicated. Nelther Is {t necessary
that the soclal revolution be decided at
oné blow: sech probably nev
case.  Revolutlons prepare t selves by
years and decades of economic aud political
‘struggles: they are accomiplished uniler con.
stant ups apd downs sustained by the con-
gicting clusses and parties: not infrequently
are they lnu-rrumcs
action. !

Nevertheless, however manifoldl the foris
muy be which a revolutlon ‘may assume,
never yet was any revolution accomplished
without vigorous adtion on the part of those
who suffered mwost under the existilig con-
ditlons. ; . .

When, furtherwore, the Socinlist declares

overthrow of the prescot system of prop
erty to be unuble to abolish the contradic’
tlons which ‘the presest economic develop-
meut has produced, he by no means implies
that all- struggles on the part of the ex-
ploited agalust thelr present sufferings are
useless withln the framework of the exist-
Ing social order; or that they should pa-
tiently accommodate themsslves to all 'III~
treatmeunts and  forms. of explolitation,
which the capitalist systemr may decree to
them: or that, »o long as they are at alt
exploited, It matters lttle how. What he
does wean I8, that the exnloited classes
should not overrate the soefal reforms, and
should not lmagine that through them the
exisxting conditions can rendered satis-
fnt.‘lu:")‘ 1o them. Thp expiolied ¢lasses
shonld carefully examine all proposed soclal
reforms that are offered to them. i |

And if Kautsky had bhad before bim
a histony of American Populism, Amer-
ican anti-trust legislation, and Amerl-
cun anti-dejuirtinent store movements,
Le could not have penned a more ac-
curgte congelation of fact than s con-
tained in these two short parngraphs:

Niue-tenths of the p reforms are
nat only useless but positively injurions to
the exploited clusses. Most dangerous of
all are those schemes, which, alming at the
salvation of the t tened arder,
shut thelr eyes to the economic develop-
ment b The working-
men, the fxrlo!l«l clusses generally. who
tuke the field In favor of such schemes
waste thelr euergies In a senseless.endeavor
to revive the dead past. wils

Muny are the ways ln which the ‘economic
development may be affected: It foay be
hhistened ‘aud It may. be retarded; its edge

pE RN

L ?';hf four ‘!'.:mr pamph) Sl
{mql:by. l&a l.nbuw ::- Cﬂ.sl’::(:&l"::
2: - should read these pam-

'y

Jution. while soclety, being made up

Therefore, this "slow process of evolu-'

places and found

found in these further quotations from

by long periods of re- |

“those soclal reforms that stop short of the .

may be dulled, or It 'Dl be sharpened:
only oge thing is huapos stop Its
course, much % to turn it back.  Ex-
uce teaches that all attempts in this
rection are not only profitless, . but In-
eréuse the very sufferings which they were
-intended to remove. ;

‘Attention should here he emphatic-
ally called to the fact that the evolution
of soclety from capltalism to Socialism
can be hastened, and, as well, that it
can be retarded. The Socialist desires
to’ hasten this evolution, and for this
reason you never hear him railing
against the concentration of industry,
the development of the department
store, the elimination of the small

farmer, or the trustification of rail-

roads and other industries. He real-
izes that these developments cause o
great deal of suffering to the working
class, but he also kpnows that a new
soclety is gradually being born, and
that, being a part of that soclety, he
must share the pangs of the birth. And
when he pleads for Socialism, he pleads
for it because he knows that degrada-
tion, misery. and starvation are the -ac-
companiments of the evolution and
hirth of the new socfal order ounly so
long as the capitalist class directs that
evolution and that birth. In the hands
of Socialism such evolution and such
birth would be accompinied with none
of sthe horrors of the present capitalist
1egime,

In closing, I wonld like to emphasize
this point: The evolution of society
from capitalism to Socialism may be
slow or rapid. It will be slow so long
as the working class does not under-
stand the meaning of capitalism and
the medning of Socialism. It will be
rapid when the working class does un-
derstand the meaning of capitalism and
the meaning of Socialism, And every
“radical” amd “violent™ action advo-
cated by the Socialist Labor party fs
o attempt to hasten the soclal evolu-
tion by spreading amoag the working
class a elear knowledge of those two
widely-distant poles of social organiza-
tion, capitalism and Soeialism,

OFFICIAL

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE~
Henry Kuhu, 184 Willlam street, N. Y.
NATIONAL BOARD OF APPEALS-Secre-
tary “Robert Bandlow, 103 Champlain

street, Clevelaod, O

SOCIALIST LABOR PARTY OF CAN.

ADA.—Natlonal Executive Committee—

Secretary George Moore, 61 Ryde strect,
_Moutreal. p

NOTICE.—For technical reasons, no party
aunouncements cah go in that are pot In
this otfice by Tuesdays, 10 p. m.

National Executive Committee.

Mceting of December 27, with P, Murphy
fn the chalr.  Absent: Kiuneally, Wherry,
Stahl; the latter excused, The financial re-
port for the wezk ending December ;_‘d
showed receipts $63.98: expenditnres, $35.01.

A letter wus received from Squire E, 1'ut.
ney, of Section Somerville, Maxss., layding
Carey, of Haverhlll, and udvising awmalga-
mation with the S0 In P The tone and
contents of the letter helng such as to make
advisable a publie reply, the secretury was

“Instructed to draft the xame and submit it

at the uext session for approval. Coplex
of the Putney letter to be sent to the Mas-
suchusetts State Committee and to his
Section.

Section Pittsburg, Pa.. reported the ex-
puision "of W. 8. Tuescher, for aflillation
with another political party.

A report wis veceived that the.Italian

comrades of Plttsburg and vicinity, who
are In possession of a printiog outht, had
voted to turn the same over to the party on
condition that it be placed at the disposal
of whatever recognized rurl,\' paper that
was published in the Itallan janguage. It
was asked that the N. E. C. bear the cost
of ‘shipplog the outfit from Plttsburg to be
used for Il Proletario.” The secretary
was empowered to take such action as the
situation demands, .
‘ The. secretary wag further instructed to
isspe a call for nomluations for seven mem-
hers of the Natlonal Execut ve Commulttee
and for the Nationnl Secretary.

A charter was granted for a4 new Section
at Lenz Statlon, I,

L. A. MALKIEL, Ree, Secretary.

A call.

"l‘o the Seetlons of the 8. L. I In Greater

New York.

The above Nectlons are herely called
upon to wnke nominutions as follows: For
seven members of the National Exeentive
Committee and for the Natlonal Secretary.

The nominations wade should be sent to
the undersigned not luter than Saturday,
February 4, 1800, on which day the noml-
nutlons close.

Branches of Section Greater New York
must semd. thelr nominations-to the organ-
izer of sall Sectlon: L. Abelson, 64 Eust
Fourth street, 'New York.. who fu turn will
forward the same to the N, E. C. All other
Sectlons must send them direetly to (he
undersigned,

By order of the Natlonal Executive Com-
wittee, S, L. 1.
HENRY KUHN, Sceretary.

Massachusetts.

The Massachusetts State Committee finds
that the ‘party, having polled at the Iast
Sunte electlion at least 3 'wr cent. of the
total vote for Governor, It Is entitled to
recognition as a political party, and In or-
der to retain onr party name and maintain
our standing as an offcial politicai party
we must organize according to the Acts of
INOS, Chanter MMS.  Therefore, the Muss,
Styte Committee recommends that the See-
tlons promptly secure the Election Acts of
1808 nnd hegin to vrganize Into Ward, Town
and Clry Commlittess to be complete not
later than the first day of June. I8,

The vote on pronosition of vaying the
Muass. Kinte Commlittee Seeretary a salary
of $1) per month, which closed Saturday,
Deco 24, 6 p. m., wns as follows: 195 for
and 25 against.

Two Seetion returns received too late to

be recorded. .
L., D. USHER, Becretary,

2 Michigan.
Headquarters Michigan State Central Com-
wmittes, L. P 5

Detrolt, Mich., Dec. 25, 1808,
Comrades of Michigan:—Your Committes

in whose hands ypu entrusted the work of

the State mmp-lfu of 1808 beg leave to

render the following report:

_ Organized Jun. 19, i reorganized Aug.

. s

The reorganized Committee wishes, in
Justice to itself, to explain that while some
of them were members of the Committes
when first orgunized, that clrcumstances
rrvv»nted them from taking an active par:
n the Committes to any extent until: Its
reorganization, Aug. 7. since which time we

all have diligently endeavored to do all
within our rowvr with the meuns provided
to forward the interests of the N. P. In

Michignn, sud render just and accurmte ac-
connt of funds entrusted to our keeplug.
and a useful rx{:emllmu of that which has
been dishursed by us.

Upon our organization it is a fact which
must be ndmitted that thére was a lack of
organization of the party In this State. a
coudition which has heen somewhat over-
come at this thme,  Yet there Is now vast
room for lmprovement.

Who ix to blame for this we do not wish
to pass an oplalon other than to say, all
of us are partially to blame, every wmember

in the party Is to blame, some from or-
ance of what to do. and others possibly of
neglect of duties, as members of the party.

e that as it way, It |5 now aw o e

time for us to take advintage of the work

R WitS rmewed viges Toas e saew 1}

erey that will in 1500 show The emd,
on.

'wo healthy Sections have been 1
eur ml{on within the year; n.r‘:‘é?l -
1y throe, as Sect Saginaw organized
E:Q thorough ropn’::na“ u.“au'

g p ameng -

each carrying on Its pro-

ferent languages, ;
k In the lan, best under-
2!-&11,4; ‘-t:rem. More Brancl are form-

fug of the same natare there, and ap inter-
est which Is commendable has sprung up In
Saginaw which at this fime Is encouraging.

Section Coifax, only lately orgauized, re-

rt progress and lnterest in the work. Aid
n the way of public meetings In their
lmlltr should be rendered by the State
Committee and the Secretary Is trylng to
arrange for such at an early date. '

We wish to call the attentlon of persons
who have been members of the party, or
who wish to .become -s0,- and have npot
enough comrades to form a Section, that
they should at once place themselves upon
the list members at large, by sending thelr,
pames to the Secretary of the Stute Com-
mittee, thus goming in close touch with
every movement of the party In the State,
as well as to keep posted on what the party,
expects of them. . 5

'I’hln wiil also give the State Committee
valuable assitance In lnforming them where
they have those that can be depended upon
to do all In thelr power to assist in the
work of carrying on the propaganda of the

arty.
pxuch systematic work must be resorted to
by us, who bave not the means of going
and coming nt-wil. But having communi-
catlon by. Postal service at all times would
furnisk us with Information sought. so that
we would bave a grnnr of the whole situa-
tion within oyr jurisdiction and be able to 4
proceed, “not  blindly, in
our work, i

Therefore, nwake! H\-nrly Symputhlizér as
well as comrade In Michlgan let ux bave
nu organization with such a system we can
present a front to capitalisin that there
will be no resisting it, or fAanking.

Let each comrade take notice of every.
thing of Interest In his loeality and at once
communicate the same to the State Centrkl
Committe such ausx  political  meetings,
unfon mectings, resolutious adopted by any
and all orgaulzations of a public nature, or
meetives to be held, for what  purpose,
ete., cte,

Uiks would put the Committee in touch
with every move for or ggalnst the party
fn the State, and they could take such
actlon as was possible under the cireum-
stunees to do, such as sending literature
either of Socialistic nature already nub-
lished, or get* ont some uvpon the subject,

but intelligently

p to be distributed by the local comrade or

sympathizer,
We  ha

so far as we have been able,

ropagundn work for the
party fu and near 'i'.)r-lrnit. as the wenns at
our dispesal were so lmited that it was
fmpossible to do more, and the luck of cer-
resnondence Inother parts of the State
hindered us to a great extent o dolug more
work than we did fo the distribution of
lterature,

However, the Secretary has reached a
number with the small amounts of litern-
ture at his dlsposal. and has been diligent
in trying to accumulate addresses for this
purpose, .

That & more thorough organization is nec-
essary to safely guard oor vote s conclu-
sively shown by the returns (o thix clty,
which shows muny precinets ax “‘no Soclal-
ist vote,” when we are absolutely sure that
there were votes cast for the party, because
we cast them ourselves.

In conclusio  we would say that the State
Commlittee work Is now In better condit on
fn every way, together with a better under-
standing of Its duties, we. belleve, than it
hus ever been before, as we have got our
records in shape so in future they can be
referred to- for necessary Information of
purty work, a thinz that this Commitiee
upon entering upon its dutles could not do.

Azaln  asking that members and sym-
pathizers throughout the State will at once
fle thelr numes with the Secretury and
that Organlzers will be promFt in sending
in proper reports as requi by the con-
stitution. we respectfully sign our selves.

Respeetfully and fraternaliy,
STANLEY KLEMDENT,
HENRY ULBRICHT, Jr.,
UST BURMIESTER,
EI'H DYKIE,
MONSBACH,
. RICHTER, '
GO, A EASTMAN,
Members Michigan State Central Commit-
tee, 1808, s
Ity order of Committes,
T OGEO. AL BASTMAN, Secretary,
138 Orchard St,, or 90 Griswold Nr.,
Detroit, Mich,

- have,
held meetings for
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New York.

BROOKLYN.—American Branch 1 holds
Sunduy evening lectures at Wurzler's Hall,
315 Washington street. This evening, L.
Simpson  will -speak op *“Colonial Expan-
slon.”  After the lectube, a business meet-
ing of the Branch will be held, durifg which

s the (~h~«k'ilnn of officers for the ensulng yeur

will take place. The public Is invited to at
temd the lectures. Members are urgentlv
requested to be present at the business
meeting. . . 1

BUFFALO.—New Year's Eve Entertain-
ment.  Thig Saturday, Dec, 31, at 8 p. .,
the Buffalo Soclalists will hold In &.nlmr.
Lyceum, 670 Genesee street, o New Year's
entertalmuent, consisting of sluging, dane.
Iung, comtleal recitations, ete. ‘Admission free
to nll.  Those, however, who wish to take
part in the main feature of the programme
“-the supper—aure requested to buy the nee-
essary coupons at the Labor Lyceam. ¢ Price
for adults, 25 cents: children, between 3 and

nm., the Amerj-

14 years, 15 centa, X

. Sunduy, January 1, at § p.

can Branch will hold in P.ulmr Lycenm u
dixenssion meeting where discussion will be
continued on the subject of munlelpal own-
ership. Everybody welcome,

Ohio.

-

SECTION CANTON, ATTENTION!—AN
members of Nection Canton, Ohlo, are

urgently requested to attend the meeting on
Sunday, Jan. 1, 1509, at 2 p. m. sharp. Elce-
tion of officers and other business of (m-
runnm‘p to be travsacted.  All wembers
wlding money for “the agitation fund are
expected to make an,account of same.
OIMGANIZER,

Pennsylvania.

Collection on lists In Philadelphia for 8.
I.. . State campalgn: ;
Buarnes, J

! Parker, H. ¢ aeses 15.00
{ De Bruya, J. . 15.1‘0
Rt I scinsae 5.00
| Anton, G. G, 4.00
Clark, Samuel . 4.0
B ) P 6.0
Froehlich, J. ..\ 2.00
| Greenwold, F. 26.45.
Haukozy, J. 635
Leshenkohl. E 16.60
Keller, Max 1.20
Marshand, F. o0
0L ] D © R SRR e 10.00
On_ Wittemberg kerman, R..
£5: Wauner, J. O, $5: Eppler, J,, £3:
RBarcus, O. L. $2: Clark & Baler, $5;
Wittenherg, $£5: total 25.00
Weber, Jullus wen . 4.50
Strich, Frank 525
Bookwman. [ 0.00
Hilgers, J. ..... 10.20

Washington, D. c.‘

The first meetiog of the Twentleth Cen-
tury Labor League will be held ut Lahor
Burean Hall, C street. N. W.. between 6th
‘and Tth. on Sunday evenlng, Jan. 1, at 7:30
p.m. Jullan Plerce will deliver a Jecture on
*Caplital, Capltalists, and the Capltalist
‘System of Production.’ The first chapter
of Keutsky's “The CaJ»lulht Class” will ba
used as collateral. reading.  All members of
the Sectlon are urged to come, and each
oné Is requested to bring at least one recn
uafamilinr with the principles of Soclslism,
SECREARY.

British Columbia.

TO ALL SECTIONS HAVING BY-LAWS.
lon. Vancouver, B. O, N I, of
Canada was orgenized with 23 members.
Will all Sectlons having by-laws kindly send
the_undersigned a copy of sameé o that we
may be alded by the ‘collective wisdom of-
our Canadian and An‘ierlsu comrades,
; . J. RAWLING
217 Harrls street, Vancouver, B.s,'C.

o student, and no studen ‘though
he be no can tloti: o
outit. Apply Labor News

MASQUER

- CGRAND ANNUAL

ADE & CIVIC BA

—— GIVEN BY THE —

" WORKINGMAN'S PUBLISHING ASS'N

(#Arbelter-Zeltung” Publishing Association)

ON SATURDAY EVENING, JANUARY 14th, 1§
d e AT e 3 ids

Grand Central Palace, Lexington Ave., 43d & 44th 8y
TICKETS, - - - Admit One, - - - 25 CEATS. !

12 Valuable Prizes will be awarded fo the Best, most Original and Comic Costumes.

e

3

e
'

In order to accommodate comrades who
wish to subscribe to two or more of the
party’'s orguns,
ments for reduced rates as follows: THE
PEOPLE (30c.) and the *“Tocsin’ (30c.) both
y'for 8)c. & year; THE PEOPLE and the
“Clags Struggle” ("New Charter’’) (50c.)
both for S0c. a year: or ull three (at regular
rates $1.50) for $1.20 a year,

These offers will remain in' force until
withdrawn by notice In these columns,

L 5> Iy X j

4" THE PEOPLE LIBRARY, !

- 184 WiLLsw STACEY, Niw Yosn -
Lo quaRTERLY

. e g
i ot B 10 St i 42 Bt Pt ) Bl
1

|~

‘SOGIALIST ALNANAC

| veLi-pe it Ocroser. §808.

e

we -have made uarrange.’

T anl S Calg

Stunding advertisements of Trades Uy
and other Societies (uot “exceeding
lloes) will be loserted under this
hereafter at the rate of $5.00 per s

Organizations shovid pot lose
portunity of advertising thelr
meetings.

GEXNERAL OFFICE, SOCIALIST
AND LABOR ALLIANCE: 23§
street, Room 96, New York Citys
eral Secretary: Willlum L., Brower, ™
Financial Secretury AMurphy. 3
Exccutive Bourd Meetings: 1st,
Oth Thursday evenings at & p, m.
tury Board of Appeals: Max Kelleg,
_Hope street, Philadelphia, Pa. d

CENTRAL  LABOR' FEDERAT |
NEW YORK. Meets at 2:5) "I‘OK
duy afternoon at 64 E, 4th s
\yrk City,  All bona-fide trade and lake
Unlons should be represented  Qoge
uleations are to be sent to the o
ponding Becretary, Ernest Bohm, 64 §
4th street, New York Clty, | 4]
SECTION ESKEX COUNTY, S, L P
County Commlittee representing the |
tlon meets every Sunday, 10 a. 4
the hall of Essex County Soc Ch
i8 Springfield avenue, Newark, N,

|
1
|

EcoROmICS
sTATISTICS

NISTORY
soctoLoey

SUMMARY OF CONTENTR.
PP & et ~ Susteis @ Gornay, Sy, Spate. Dy, Snen
1 ¢

{, Goldmann's Printing 0ffios

ecaz. Noew Ohambers and William Stg.
"ot Ty Seling Machizw
P e

" MORRIS HILLQUIT,
Attorney at Law,
820 Broadway, Telephone: 171 Franklin.

—— —

949-988 Willoughby Av.

(Formeriy €1-88 Myrtie Btreet.)

eeting Rooms. Large Hall for Mass Mestings
- Books open for Balls and Pio-Nlcs.

Workmen Fatronise Your Owa Hemy

¢ JacobHemmlch &,

¢" Undertakers & Embalmers, ¢

: 506 6th Str., near Avenue A.
Telephone Call: 1173 8pring. 357
BRANCH: 327 E. 86th Str. :
VIV
Steam

JOHN OEHLER'S st

87 Frankfort Street 87
r. Poarl Bt.

Frs k1 Square E. R. R, Station
Orders will be La. . . at 116 E. 8th street, betw
Avenue A aad First Ave., New York City. 14

Every
Wageworker

Is vitally Interested in the economic
problems of production and distribu-
tien. He munt study economics; he
must study Boclallsm, if -he expects
to-act a wan's part and do hls share
toward “emancipating the working
class from wage-slavery. A good way
to learn is to read _

/

The Northwestern Advocate of the

Socialist
Labor Party

The Tocaln Is Insued every Thursdiy, under
the direction of the B. L. I'. of Minnesota.
It will contaln
All the ‘News of the Labor Move-
ment from All the World.
You want It!. Send for It.
50 cents a year: 25 cents

cents for three months.
free. Address

THE TOCSIN

' 412 Northwestern Building
Minneapolis, Minn.

| Would Like
TO ENOW SOME
THING AROUT

SOCIALISM

COMMONWEALTH

‘Therefors I will sand
mmple copy of that UF TO DATE Borsin

Substription,
for six mouths; 15
Sample copy malled

sreet, N. Y. Clty. Price 3%

w at 117 Turk St, San
Pn-duo.c:l.'ui'da year 50’ Ota.,
Almﬂwtw’:&w._

Arteiter- Kranken- uod Sterie-1

THE TOCSIN

‘another 4) weeks,

‘may be admitted to the burial

THE CLASS-STRUGGLE

21st WARD, BRANCH 2, 8. L. P,
Iyn,  Lectures on political, economie
socinl questions at the Club Hquse, §
Myrtle avenue, every Sunday 3
Regular weetings eévery first and
Monday.

CARL SAHM CLUB (MUSICIA
UNION).  Meetings every Tu
a. m., ut 64 East 4th street, Ne
Labor Lyceum. Business Secretary;

CIGARMAKERS' PROGRESSIVE INTH)
NATIONAL UNION No. 9). Offtice '3
Fuployment Bureau: 64 Last 4th
—District 1 (Bohemlun), 331 East )
street, every Saturday at 8 p. meg

trict "H (Germany, at 10 Stanton
meets every Saturday at 8 p. m.—Df
111 meets at the Clubhouse, 200 Bagt 8

street, every  Satucday ot 7:80
meets  at 342 WJ'

—District IV
street, every Saturday at 8 p,
Board of Supervisors meets every
day at Faulhaber's Hall, 1551 2od g
a8 p.om, %
EMPIRE CITY LODGE (MACHINISTE
meets every 2d and 4th Wednesday #
Ing at the Labor Lycenm, G4  E |
street, Secretary: PETER ST,

Wednesday at 4 p. m.

ephone Call: 1751 Spring street,
MUSICAL PROTECTI
1028, D, A. 40, B,
quarters 79 Eust 4th
every Friday at 12 o'clock noon, |
Hu Pres.; Aug. Lants,
8 70 E. 4th stree

METAL SPINNERS' UNION 0O
YORK AND VICINITY meets evi
ond and laxt I-‘rhlug in the month
o'clock at 231-233 E. 33rd strect.
tion fee after Junuary 1, 1800, will

VE ALLIANCI
T, & 1 oo i

- e
street. . A

SOCIALIST SCi
d4th 5th A, L or. of §
and 140th street,  Open every

Regular business meetlng every

SKANDINAVIAN SECTION, 8. L |
Meets second and fourth Sunday!§#
every month at 10:30 o'ciock a.
Teutonla  Assembly ll,oouxshlb&- D!
avenue, New York City.. Subscriptios
ders takeu for the Scand. Soclalist YWl
Iy, Scand. Am. Arbetaren. )

ENCE CLUB, 8,
). B. B €

PHOGRERSIVE CLOTHING CU

& TRIMMERS' UNION, . 68 of
& L. Headquarters, 64
street, Labor "Lyceum. Re,
every Thursday evening at

THE CIALIST EDUCATIONAL -
CLET OF YIRKVILLE meets
Monday evening at 206 E' 86th sf
Boclety almms to educate its mem

a thorough knowledge of Soclalls
means of | und deb

et

i8¢

and_join,

fuer die Ver. Staaten von Amen
WORKMEN'S -

Sick and Death Benefit FIII‘
the United States cf Ame

The above soclety was founded
yeur 1884 by worklugmen lmbued wit
splrit of solldarity and soclalist
Its numerical strength ‘(at present
Ymed of 155 local branches with more
6,000 mule members) s r-g)lgly 1 ‘
umonf workingmén who belleve I8
Q‘rlnv Pl“ of the modern labor movems
‘orkingmen between 18 and rﬁl’ i
ufc muy be admitted to mebe p b f
of the braoches upon payment of a
of $4.00 for the first class and $3.00
the second class. Members belo) !
the first cluss are entitled to a 8
fit of $9.0 for 40 weeks and of 5
whether continue
with luterruption. Members belon
the ‘second class recelve under thi
circomstances and length of time $6.f
£3.00 respectively, A hurial bei
$250.00 Is guarunteed for every m
and the wives and unmarried dauvght
members between 18 and 45 years
benefit A
ayment of a deposit of $1.00. Mouth
axes are levied according to exrndl o
In citles and towns where no branch’s
ists, a new branch can be forwed byl
workingmen in good health, nnd men' K
hering to the above principles are
to do so. :
Address all communleations to HEN
S8TAHL, Floancial Becretary, 25-27 8d
nue, Room 53, New York City.

Workmen's Calldren Death Benefit
of the United States bf Amerion,’

The address of the Financial
of the Executive Committee {s5:
REINHARD LACHNER, 13 Bible

Room 42, Astor Place, N. Y. City,

WORKMEN'S

b1
A

York
Princival w%""

OFFICE:

A DS Mulsoks. Sovisghil
ams, n, . &
New E.v%.;w::gbﬁ; eriden, HEgH
an: gl
Pﬂutl‘:& tsburg, Allegheny,
cunﬂo.‘ TIL
%ﬂ nd, ()hlo».d ol
e “‘Vorwirts.” {
DR, C. L. FURM

DENTIST,
121 Schermerhora Str.,

i
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