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{WorcESTER, Mass., Sep. 25.—The So-
dhlist Labor Party of this State made
Mstory to-day. It met in convention
this city to nominate a State ticket

| fr the pending campalgn. This was
' mot the first State Convention of the
Party, held for the purpose; but it was
fis first one held wholly under the
slection laws of the State, the Party
“ ‘Javing polled last year the necessary
three per cent. vote to bring it within

_ the operation of these laws. This fact,
wupled with this other, the severe class

straggle that raged within the Party

| goring the last months, lent a speclal
fmportance, and it was thought to at-

| fach some danger to the occasion. The
middle-class elements (represented in

X¥ew York by the “Volkszei.ung crowd)
_ fhat sought to assert themselves within
" fie Party, dominate it, and, if need be,
it down, could not yet this year

¥ eliminated from participation in the
rty’'s caucuses here. In this respect
Massachusetts election laws placed
Party at a disadvantage. Expunged
m the Party organization, these mid-

i
|

T the law; they gathered to them-
the unclean freak clement and
still uncleaner labor fakir element,
‘ad held caucuses wherever possible.
They knew their numbers were too
mall to control the convention law-
flly; they prepared to control it
fraudulently. A job lot of “‘delegates”
from Springfield and Westfield, with a
Jocal pettifogger, Clarence Spellman, as
and pace-setter, turned up,
mady to “do” the convention. The con-
veation “did” them. The alertness of
the Committee on Credentials detected
the contemplated fraud; it recom-
mended that, as the names of the dele-
fates were read off, they should step
1 and take their seats. This
measure uncovered the neat batch that
meant to get in under false names and
other fraudulent practices. The rigid-
Bess of the Chairman—Joseph Malloney,
of Lynn—did the rest. The kangarqos,
winnowed down to 17, out of a tota! of
# delegeates, found “life not worth liv-
ng” Seeing all their attempts at ob-
sruction and at creating confusion
¥recked; realizing from the temper of
~ the convention that they would soon be
- Pt out physically, UNDER THE LAW,
for rderly conduct and as ob-
! of a political State convention,
. e sanctity of which the State laws
fuaranteed, they did the final kangaroo
y leaped out.. With their bolt
gentlemen leaped out of history,
darkness.
~But not even at this last act in the
| tragl-comic farce of its short career did
! m in Massachusetts neglect
help illustrate the correctness of the
Heelalist principle that brands it, here
- Meverywhere else, unfit for, unworthy
ng room within the ranks of
- e Boclalist movement of the land.
of the seventeen bolters was one
i Lehman. This worthy was
in Holyoke, where he is & mem-
of the Party. Both the sections of
‘@ Hoboke have upheld the National Ex-
ullve Committee, and emphatically
Mpudiated kangarooism. The conduct
o August Lehman was, accordingly, an
mmora] one: it was a direct violation
W the tacit mandate of his organization.
what drove him to such an act?
private material interests. As the
ter of a wild-cat paper that claims
8 be Boclalist, but was repudlated by
membership in this State—
eld “Proletarian”-—he is a
r of that paper to a no small
“The Proletarian,” as all such
publications, hangs by a thread.
Lehman's interests in that paper
accordingly, from the same
md:  That thread being kangaroo-
B8 is a Kangaroo, whatever his
J organization may be, Material in-
8 shape the morals of man. Where
2 Do ts are vulgar, the “morals’

- be mean.
the Kangaroos leapad, their leap
| Mccelerated by a motion. The
9% of THE PEOPLE. being in town
% the Invitation of tha State Com-
» and as a representative of the
! Executive Committee, a mo-
Was put and promptly carried that
tee be appointed to call upon
oM the Lincoln House, where he was
L PPIRE, and Invite him in the name of
convention of the Socialist Labor
: (Il the Commonwealth of Massa-
10 a seat on the platform. His
on the floor was the signal
4 scene of enthuslasm in which

rousing cheers for the Socialist Labor
Party rose above the din. The com-
rade made a short address on the sig-
nificance of the clean-cut work that the
convention had performed, and the puri-
fying power of the class-conscious poli-
tical fire in which all freakism, humbug
and corruption, lke kangarooism, was
bound to be speedily consumed, as
speedily and completely as straws in a
furnace.

Other speeches were made by several
delegates, the; convention proceeded
with the businéss before it of nominat-
ing a State ticket, adopting a platform
and resolutions, and making other pro-
visions for the future internal manage-
ment of the Party. The most important
of these are given below.

It was 845 p.m. when the bang of
the Chairman’s gavel announced the ad-
journment of the conventiou sine die,
and this convention of the Socialist
Labor Party—a body composed of dele-
gates that .are the cream of the Mas-
sachusetts brain and brawn, superior in
all essentials to any that any of the
several other parties can gather—passed
into history.

. . L ]

The convention days lasted virtually
three days. The sessions were opened
on Saturday evening, the 23d, at Horti-
cultural Hall (the hall of the conven-
tion) by an address by Daniel De Leon
on “Order with Progress, Progress with
Order,” with Martha Moore Avery as
presiding officer. The address was taken
stenographically, and will be printed in
pamphlet form. ,

The following day, Sunday the 24th,
was taken up until a late hour in the
night by a confercnce of delegatles from
Party .organizations to map out the
work of the convention, and consider
matters of Internal concern.

At the morning session of this con-
ference an incident occurréd that was
not on the programme. Mr. .KOwWItZ,
er Hillguit, of the **Volkszeitung'' party,
asked for admission to challenge Com-
rade De Leon to a debate on the issues
in the Party. The challenge had
been extended the night previous at the
meeting in Horticultural Hall, and
Comrade De Leon, then and there,
running rapidly over the unclean career
of Mr. Hillquit in the New York labor
movement, at the time when the fellow
called himself Hilkowitz, pointed to the
fishiness of a challenge to take place
190 miles from the town where the
challenger and the challenged both
lived, where the challenger was best
known, where the living witnesses of
his past betravals of the working class
could be easily produced, and where all
this time the now ‘‘challenger” did not
dare to utter any such challenge. For
these reéafons—tne manifest dishonesty
of the challenge, and the challenger
being convicted of having betrayed the
working class—the comrade declined to
debate with such a person. This an-
swer was received with emphatic ap-
plause, underscored by the hisses of a
few straggling Kangaroos in the
audience.

When the next morning the same ap-
plication was made at the conference of
the Party delegates, the sentiment was
to refuse the request, as it was a waste
of time to “fire more shot into & dead
duck.” Comrade De Leon's opinion
being asked, he sald, that he would
positively not *‘debate” with the ap-
plicant for the reasons already given;
nevertheless, as Mr. Hillquit was recent-
1y expelled from the Party for treason,
the conference might admit him besore
its bar. In that case the comradeé would
place before the conference the reasons
for Mr. Hilkowitz’' expulsion, and the
evidences of his “‘party’'s” usurpation;
that would not take more then ten min-
utes; Mr. Hillquit could then answer
with twenty; and the comrade would
close with ten minutes, if needed. This
view prevailed, and Mr. Hillquit was
allowed ingide, and told the conditions.

De Leon, with the constitution in his
hands, and quoting from it proved, from
admitted facts, that at every step the
Kangaroos had violated thelr pledge:
they started with 2 fraud by calling a
bogus City General Committee; they
proceeded from that to violate the con-
stitution, then they resorted to violence,
and, to that day, they had not yet is-
sued a call to the whole Party for a
referendum vote n the justice of
their act.

Mr. Hillquit started to speak; he was
requested to move to the other end of
the hall; when he got there he was
startled to see that a stenographer had
been placed there to take him down: he
was visibly disconverted, and asked,
“Why a stenographer?”’ A voice an-
gwered. ""Because we know whom we
got to deal with.” Mr, Hillquit felt him-
self caught tight; he could not there
say one thing, and afterwards claim he
had said another, as is his custom;
moreover, being held to answer the
points in the charge he had to abandon
what was evidently his plan, the bring-
ing in of irrelevant matter that would
confuse His “argument” may be con-
densed in the words that De Leon
summed it up with in his closing ten
minutes. He said:

“] don't need ten minutes. The gist
of the gentleman's argument was that
the constitution of the Party is very lax
in many respects, THEREFORE we
must deliberately go about to make it
laxer even in those clauses that are
perfectly tight.”

The applause of the conference
showed absolute unanimity in rejecting
the pettifogging argument and falsifica-
tions of Mr. Hillguit. He was told
to leave the hall; he tried to speak
some more, but the body indignantly
drowned his voice, and, sputtering male-
dictione. he took his leave thoroughly
thrashed. i 5 o n

Preamble and Platform.

We, the Sociallst Labor Party of Mas-
sachusetts, In convention assembied
this day, September 25, 1899, at Wor-
cester, re-affirm our allegiance to the
Principles and to the Platform adopted

EY

at the National Convention in New
York, July 9, 1896.

Knowledge, not authority, is the only
adequate basis for political action.

Socialisis affirm, as the central truth,
the organic unity of society.

All political relations of the past have
been subject to continua! change con-
sequent upon economic development.

When reduced to order, historic con-
ditions present to view three great
epochs in human society, each epoch
based upon and correctly manifested by
the methods of wealth production ex-
tant, with its accompanying social class
relations and distinctions.

First, slave labor. The slave belonged
to the master, therefore the production
of the slave labor belonged to the mas-
ter.’

Second, the factory period, with its
hand tools and its horse power. The
free artisan owned his product because
he owned his tools,

Third, the system of modern industry
with its capitalist kings, its wage-slaves
and‘its sclentific mechanism.

Complex electric machines, tended by
wage-slaves, and owned by capitalists,
organized into gigantic trusts, is putting
an end to competition among capitalists
and making it fiercer among workmen,
A chain of activity is set up that binds
men of different crafts and of minute
sulgdivisiops of different  crafts
throughout the world, to the perfor-
mance of a single task, the production
of a single plece of merchandise.

Capital is a social power. The cap-
italist must control the legislative, the
judiclary and the military divisions of
power, the government, to gain, to sus-
tain and to advance private control of
gocial wealth.

Wage-slaves en masse get the value
of their only merchandize, labor-power,
when it is sold in the labor-market. The
most valuable the highest wage and the
least valuable the lowest wage, It costs
society more to produce a genius than
to produce a common laborer; just as
it costs nature a higher rate of inten-
sity to produce a diamond than to pro-
duce a pebble. Workmen of Massachu-
setts are citizens! The servile and mon-
struous conditions of producing untold
wealth for the capitalist class while
women and children perish with hunger
and men languish with idleness, and
while the rich riot in luxury and fester
with crime, must be overturned.

Gratitude to our forefathers who
stamped the glory of citizenship upon
the brow of Americans; Love to our
families; Justice to our Commonwealth
demands that we, the working class,
become the ruling class. The [ourth
great epoch in industry will then be
established, an end will be put to eco-
nomic class distinctions-—Democracy in
industry and democracy in pohtics will
be secure.

Workmen in this election, as the cen-
tury turns a new page, we call upon
each and all who declare for liberty of
mind, equality of opportunity and fra-
ternity in spirit and in action to line
up with the voters of the Socialist Labor
Party a* the polls for the establishment
of the co-operative Commonwealth,

Special Nafional Convention.

WHEREAS, The infamous and deep-
lald conspiracy of the Socialist Co-
operative Publishing Assoclation, en-
gineered by Tammany Hall corruption-
ists and small traders, has been effec-
tively dealt with by the Socialist Labor
Party through its National Executive
Cemmittee, and

WHEREAS, Certain sections of the
Party are now calling for a referendum
vote on a proposition which would in
the opialon of this conference, if car-
rled, be productive of no god results,
and would in effect be an admission that
further action was necessary, thereby
tending to magnify the importance of
an affair which is now a ma‘*ter of his-
tory and would moreover oniy serve to
cripple the financial resources of the
Party, which in view of the coming elec-
tions would be a suicidal policy and
practically playing into the hands ¢f the
band of conspirators now happily out-
side the party ranks, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, That we recom-
mend the various sections in this State
to defeat the San Francisco resolution
in favor of holding a National Conven-
tion of the Party before the regular Na-
tional Convention of 1900,

On State Organizer.

AND WHEREAS, In the opinion of
this conference the condition of the
Party demands that the work of or-
genization be advanced apd sustained
by keeping an organizer in the fleld,
be it therefore

RESOLVED, That this conference en-
trust the State Committee to advise the
various sections to asaist by all possible
means the plan known as the State Aux-
iliary or Ten-Cent Plan; and

WHEREAS, In the opinion of this
conference the support thus far ren-
dered Organizer Malloney has not been
of a character and nature sufficientty
vigorous to merit the approval, there-
fore be it

RESOLVED, That this conference
hereby instructs the State Committee
to fortwith vigorously and systematic~
ally push forward the work of political
organization through Organizer Mal-
loney, to the end that a strong political
movement be properly organized; and

WHEREAS, The necessity for sus-
taining and endorsing such Socialist
publications and papers as uphold at all
times without fear, equivocation or
compromise the revolutionary prin-
ciples and tactics necesaitated by a clear
understanding of the class struggle, was
never more vitally important than at
present, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, That this con-
ference endorse only such Party papers
as have fearlessly and uncompromis-
ingly supported the Party in suppress-

ing the reactionary and corruptionist

element; and
HE IT FPRTHER RESOLVED, That
the conference recommend to the vari-
(Continued on Page 2.)
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An Interesting Convention
Report,

From the Pittsburg, Pa., District —
Yaluable Items of Information for All,
Speakers Especially.

Mr. Chairman and Comrades:—It is
with feelings of the greatest of pleasure
that I take this opportunity of express-
ing to you in the name of the comrades
of the District of Western Pennsylvania
in general, and Pittsburg in particular,
their good wishes and greetings to the
comrades from all over the country.

I have heard it stated that there had
Leen more effort and money spent in
trying to perfect a Socialist organiza-
tion in Pittsburg than in any other part
of the Union.

I will not stop to question this state-
ment, but I wish to show that if it is
true, the results amply repay the out-
lays which may have been made in the
past.

The Socialist movement in Pittshurg
Is In excellent shape. .The comrades
there are almost to a man, staunch,
true, clear and class-conscious; it
could hardly be otherwise, for they have
had those good attributes almost fairly
hammered into them.

The preparatory work has been done,
and faithfully done, by the Germans of
our region. They stuck to it through
thick and thin, through rise and fall,
and now those faithful teachers at last
see the result of their efforts. That
which they have so earnestly and per-
eistently striven for all these years is
being realized. The English-speaking
element is coming to the front and the
German comrades of Western Pennsyl-
vania, instead of being disgruntled and
disappointed at their coming and try-
ing to stop the inevitable, are overjoyed
at their advent, and spurred on by the
zeal and younger energy of the new-
comers, are working with them harder
aud more earnestly than before.

Thus it ‘was that when comrade
Hickey arrivad in Pittsburg in August,
1898, he found it comparatively easy to
organize three Locals of the 8. T, & L.
A., two mixed Locals, now Known as
Locals 189 and 190, and one machinists,
known as Local 190,

These Locals, in conjunction with
about nine others, form District 15,

Pittsburg always and still does suffer
from a lack cf speaking talent. 1If this
were not the cause [ would undoubtedly
be able to make a far better report than
I do. Nevertheless we were steadily in-
creasing, and when the opportunity
came, with it came a speaker. Not a
speaker from Heaven, but from slow
old Philadelpaia. This speaker did not
make union-made clgars, like some Phi-
ladelphia speskers, for he didn't use to-
bacco at all, nor was he always typo-
graphically perfect like other Philadel-
phia speakers; no, he was only a na-
turgl born speaker, who spoke Socialism
that came from the heart, and who,
having been deprived of the advantage
of much education by this accursed cap-

italist system, was not a speaker at |

all in the opinion of the tobacco and
whiskey combination.

The Schoen strike broke out, and with
it came Schulberg's chance to do his
duty. The Schoen Co. at that time held
in bondage about 3,800 wage slaves,
three of whom were Socialists, the two
Foster brothers and comrade Stamper.

The strike started with eighty men in
one department. They asked for a
speaker. Schulberg and myself were
gent for. We found them disorganized
and disordered. Those of one religion
distrusted all others, and those of one
nationality distrusted all others, in the
mean time calling each other vulgar
names, sples and traitors. But lo, what
a sudden change! Two hours of speak-
ing Socialism, and this was all altered.
They cheered each other, and shook
each other by the hand and vowed eter~
nal friendship.

The strike spread from one depart-
ment to another. Finally all the men
were out. In the mean time we con-
ducted all their meetings and instructed
them in the science of Socialism. The
men took hold of it, and the teachings
spread like wildfire.

During this time the Capitalist class
was not idle elther. At first their papers
jgnored us, but as that plan failed they
lied about us, abused, slandered and
vilified us. 'The preachers delivered
sermons on “the evils of Socialism.”

The company sent spies to the meet-
ings, rowdies, backed by the police;
attéempts to start a riot were freauent.

They captursd one of the active work-
ers, Gallagher by name, and kept him
imprisoned in an engine-house for a
week.

They knidnapped Schulberg right off
the street, and sent him to the work-
house. We then sent for Brower from
New York.

They paid off the men on Friday in
place of Saturday, so that they would
kave lots of time to get drunk; we told
the men not to drink. but to take their
money home to their families; the men
heeded our advice, with the result that
for the first time in the history of
Schoen's pay days there was not a single
arrest. They broke up a meeting, and
arrested seventy-one men. We hired
the best lawyer in Pittsburg, and the
men were set free,

They tried to break our Socialist hold
on the men by holding opposition meet-
ings addressed by labor fakirs, parsons
anll so-called respectable citizens, but
all to no purpose.

We had thught the men so well, had
shown them the futility of pure and sim-
ple unfons as a remedy so thoroughly
that when we allowed two of Pittsburg's
biggest fakirs, Thomas Grundy and Cal
Wryatt, to address one of our meetings,
and then took a vote as to whether they
would stay with the S. T, & L. A. or
drop it, the vote was unanimous in our
favor.

Eieven days had passed. Parsons,
preachers and politicians, newspapers,
so-called respectable citizens and labor
fakirs—all failed to disrupt us, and
Schoen Pressed Steel Co. stock had
dropped almost six points in the stock
market, when the firm capitulated. The
results gained for the men was a gen-
eral rise of about fifteen per cent. in
wages, and the adoption of the follow-
ing rules: :

Abolishment of work on the Sabbath
day.

A new check system and the privilege
of stopping work until the bodies of fel-
low wage-slaves who were injured or
killed were carried from the depart-
ment.,

The result of the action of the Social-
ists in the Schoen strike has been of
national benefit to the movement.

In Pittsburg it has enabled us to raise
monthly almost the entire sum needed
to put an organizer into the fleld.

Much to the chagrin of some of the
pure and simple kangaroos, we picked
out Schulberg, and the results have
been very satisfactory.

We have opened the eyes of the work-
ing class of Western Pennsylvania in
particular, and as a result the efforts
of the labor fakirs to replace the loss
caused to them by the fast dwindling
dues, by holding Labor Day pic-nies and
farce comedlies at a Pittsburg theatre
with Golden Rule Jones, Cold Lead
Miles and other labor-befuddling frauds
like Powderly and Gompers as speakers,
proved fiat failures, and there never was
a more necessary and opportune time
for the 8. T. & L. A,, founded, as it is,
on the rock of the class strugle to take
hold and emancipate the wage slaves
than just now.

We are enjoying, as the capitalists
call it, a period of prosperity. This pros-
perity, as it is called, consists in what?
In working longer hours for shorter pay
than ever before.

And what are we so busy about?
Mainly in building machinery for export
purposes.

The capitalist class has seen the fool-
ishness of going to the expense of im-
porting immigrants to work at domestic
mackinery, and is therefore now ex-
porting the machinery to the Immi-
grants instead. The result will be that
when enough machinery has been built
for the purpose we will stop building
machinery, and the eight cents per day
labor of the Oriental inhabitant will re-
place that of all other higher-priced
workmen. An example: We are to-day
importing the Stars and Stripes from
Japan, and selling them six for five
cents, They are American flags, made
in Japan, by Japanese workers on
Amerfican machines. These same flags
made in America by American work-
men, on American machines, cannot be
sold at less than five cents each without
an absolute loss. This will be the result
in all industries, and then will come the
crash.

Socialism is the only remedy, and it
is our noble duty to enlighten the work-
ers, and insist that they join the organi-
zatlon which must and will turn the
ever improving machinery of produc-
tion and distribution into a blessing in-
stead of, as it is now, a curse to the
human race.

1 have purposely avoided saying any-
thing about the coal miners and their
conditions, leaving my fellow-delegate,
comrade Thomas, of Buena Vista, who

is himself a coal miner, to explain to |

you the absolute necessity of immedi-
ately organizing them into an 8. T, &
L. A. {

WILIAM J. EBERLE.

The English translation of Xarl
Marx's “Eighteenth Brumaire" tha:
some time ago ran through THE PEO-
PLE, is now to be had bound in an ele-
gant volume of 78 pages, with Marx's
picture as frontispiece. No Siclalist
even though he be no student, and no
student, even though he be no Socialist
can aord to be without it. Apply, La-
‘bor News Co., 147 E. 23rd st, N. Y.
City. Price, 25 cents.

QUEENS COUNTY-NOTICE — Primaries of'
the Soclalist Labor Party of Queens County
are hereby called to meet on Monday, October
1st, 1869, at 7 o'clock P. M., for the Re-election:
of the County Conventjon, to the second As.
sembly Die*rict Convention, and to the second
Adermanic District Convention at the follow,
ing places: 3d Ward at Turn Hall, CUollege
Polnt ; 4th Ward at Tagland’s Haall Woolaven
+Each Ward is entitled to representation byt
deiegates in each sald Conventions,

The County Convention, the $d Assembly
District Counvention and the 2d Aldermanic
District Convention meet at Tagland's Hall

Woodhaven, on October 1st, 1889, at 9 o’cloel.

.M
CHRISTIAN BARKE.
8 L P
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Against the Trolley Trusts.

The S, T. & L. A.’s Campaign Against
The Brooklyn Rapid Transit Co. and
The Union Traction Co. of Philadelphia

IN BROOKLYN.

The powerful Brooklyn Rapid Tran-
sit Company has been compelled to
recognize the seriousness of the cam-
paign inaugurated against it by the
S. T. & L. A. for the testing of the
Ten Hour Law.

A few days before the 19th of Sep-
tember the Brooklyn trolleymen were
surprised by the following announce-
ment, published in the Rapid Transit
Company’s newspaper mouthpleces:

President Rossiter, finding that it was o
possible ‘for the men to make five trips from
New York to Coney Island in & day of tenm
hours, has made the day's work consist only
of four trips. It was seen that most of the
accidents occurring recently were due to the
Ereat speed necessary in order to accomplish
the required five trips. so on this account, as
well as for the benefit of the men, the re-
quired work has been reduced one-fifth.

The pretense of solicitousness for the
safety of the public and the well-belng
of the employees is too transparent to
deceive anybody. If Rossiter had really
been solicitous about the public or “his”
men, he would not have waited with his
reform until the Coney Island season
was almost at an end, that is, until he
had overworked his men and massacred
the dear public as long as he had a
chance of doing so during this season,

What the trolley magnate was sollcl-
fous abont {s explained by the nearness
of the 19th of September. On that day
the criminal prosecution for thes viola-
tion of the Ten Hour Law was Lo come
on before Judge Brenner.

Mr. Rossiter's sudden desire to appear
as a protector of the public's limbs and
as a father to the trolleyworkors was
evidently due to the necessity of pre-
paring a defence against the pending
criminal action. It must have become
plain to the Trolley Trust that this
attack is not a sham affair as all pre-
vious attempts at or threats of testing
the law have been. There is need of a
defence.

The trolley trust has heretofore taken
the position that in arranging its time
tables it had intended to comply with
the Ten Hour Law, that thewe time
tables were practically consented to by
the employees, since none of them made
any formal complaint; that, if in sowe
cases the men would not do their work
in ten hours, the company had no of-
ficial knowledge of the fact, and at any
rate there was no more labor required
of the men than they were wlilling to
give,

This position cannot be maintained,
after a. formal complaint has been
lodged with the criminal authorities.

But the Rapid Transit Company is
apparently preparing to make the de-
fence that it changed its schedule as
soon as the impossibility of making the
scheduled trips within the legal hours
was brought to its notice and could be
verified by investigation, and that it
was 80 changed before the charge came
up in court,

That explains why five days before
the 19th of September the schedule of
the Coney Island lines—the very lines to
which the pending prosecution refers—
was changed from five to four trips,

It will be interesting to watich the
effect of the defence thus manufactured
when the case comes to trial,

The company waived examination,
when the case was called before Judge
Brenner on September 18th, and thus
avolded the necessity of revealing any
part of its line of defence., The com-
pany was held for trial at the Special
Sessions, where the case will be called
for pleading in abpout two weeks,

- IN PHILADELPHIA.

Simultaneously with the Brooklym
Rapid Transit Company the Trolley
Trust 'of Philadelphia—the Union Trac-
tion Company-felt the neceasity of
defending itself against the activity of
the Soclalist Trade and Labor Alliance.
After having been carried ou quietly for
some time, the work of organizing the
Philadelphia trolley workers was
brought to public notice through a
circular issued last week by the Street
Rallway Workers' Alliance, a recently
chartered L. A. of the 8. T. & L. A.
The movement has assumed such pro-
portions as to force the Philadelphia
press to give it considerable attention.
Some of the papers print the circular
in full, notwithstanding the outspoken
manner in which it expresses the revo-
lutionary position of the 8. T. & L. A.
The following heading and introductory
sentegces of a lengthy article in the
“Evening Bulletin” show how the move-
ment is regarded by the Philadelphia
press:

HIGHER WAGES I8 THEIR CRY,

Demands of the Street Rallway Workers’
Alliance of Philadeiphia—The New I
zation of Unjon Traction Employees—]
of New York, Piiot.

A movement that is intended to obtain
higher wages and shorter hours of work for
street railway employees is actively being agl-
tated in this city. The discontent that
been brewing in various labor circles in dif-
ferent parts of the country is to find an out«
let in Philadelphia if the plans of the lesders
are not forestalled.

The dispatches sent out by the press
agencies suppress the fact that the
movement is under the auspices of the
S.T. & L. A, and contain an altogether
misleading account of it. Even the
names are garbled; Comrade Keep, for
instance, is called a “national

correct these false reports and our
comrades an accurate idea of the char-
acter of the movement, the circular will
be reproduced in next week's issue.

for the National Labor Alllance.” To
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No revolutionary political organization
will Inspire the outside masses with respect
hat will not insist upon and enforce dis-
cipling within its own ranks. If we allow
our own members to play monkeyshines
with the Sociallst Labor Party, the lookers-
on, who belong in our camp, will justly
believe' that we will at some critical mo-
ment allow capitalism to play monkeyshines
with us; they will not respect us, and their
accession to our ranks will be delayed.

‘‘REFORM OR REVOLUTION.”

TURNING THE CYCLE.

e e

It is out of feudalism that capitalism

rose. Every step onward was at first
a step away from feudalism. The con-
clugion would seem to be forced that, as
soclety moves still further onward, it
moves still further away from feudal-
Ism, still further from where it started.
Rash conclusion. Beyond a point, it
real onward, real progressive steps are
not made, soclety turns back to where
it started from.

Capitalist society In America has
reached the point that marks the period
where, If the onward march towards
Soclalism is nof' taken, a retrograde
march back to feudalism must set In.
Of this fact, and of the fact that the
retrograde march has commenced there
are not a few instances. The latest is
recorded in Oklahoma Territory, near
the town of Bliss.

From Bliss, O. T., comes the news
that the critics of Markham, the poet
of the “Man with the Hoe,” who snort
at the thought of a free-born American
being classed as brother to the ox,
should pay a visit to the 7,000 acre farm
of the 101 live-stock company there.
The man with the hoe has actually
usurped the speclally ordained work of
the ox, the most remarkable fact known
to the agricultural fraternity being on
viéew In that locality in the shape of
HUMAN TEAMS pulling the plows.
When the team of men are ready to
start, the driver, in lieu of a whip, holds
over his team a loaded revolver, not
for the purpose of hastening operations
by making targete of the men, but to
use as a signal so that the human horses
can have o fair start.

Here surely thers seems to be a rea-
son for Fdwin Markham's startling
queries: “Are we shaping a new feud-
alism—an industrial feudallsm-*which
will press the life out of the worker
and be dead to all thought {f his seclal
well being?” i

The men are usually tramps who
have been drummed into the service of
the livestock company by a liberal pay-
ment. When the pistol has cracked
and the team has the plow fairly under
way, the tramps rise from the crawling
attitude of the start and pull the plow,
walking in the natural position. With
80 many of them In a team the work
is divided into a very small amount
of exertion for each man, and “Weary
‘Wagsglea” and “Footsore Willie” have
comparatively an easler time of it.

Superintendent J. C. Miller says that
only at certain periods of the year does
it pay to have the tramp team at work,
for while there are horses avallable the
latter are naturally preferred. When
the farmers are all working early and
late and all the cattle are busy in the
flelds the horse becomes a scarce article
on these big farms, and the Oklahoma
agriculturist has to find some substitute.
The farmers of the territory are taking
up the {dea, and the supply of tramps is
getting as scarce as the supply of horses.

Mr. Miller claims he can do the plow-
ing with a team of tramps at just half
the amount it would cost him to hire
horses when the latter are badly
wauted and are being held for the high
wanted and are being heid for the high-
est price. In Oklahoma the ranches are
80 large that no one man owns enough
horses to do his work in the busy sea-
son.,

It is not probable that the dignity of
the genus tramp would suffer men to
work in this lowly manner on farms
where the natives could gather around
and criticise, But here, where the ranch
owner and his hands are the only per-
sons encountered in a day's walk, the
broken down gentleman and the
mechanic who i{s walking for a job sub-
mits to being harnessed like cattle to a

plow without the fact being bruited
abroad over the land to the injury of
their reputation. While at work the
tramps_are at least sure of a square
meal, for the ranch ownrs are hospi-
tality personified, and t! e appetite that
is cultivated by dragging a plow through
the field is liberally satisfled with good,
wholesome fare. The sleeping provis-
fon made for the tramps is far better
than that to which they are accus-
tomfed, so that the wanderer who is
enlisted as a helper on the ranch in
place of the costly horses finds that
he has fallen in for a comfortable job
at good money.

Are we not under a full head of steam
towards feudalism?

Bernard O'Toole will lecture Friday,
the 29th, at 340 W. 53d street (W. S.
Educational Club). ‘

POLITICAL and ECONOMIC.

Instinct is a great thing. It is well
developed in the capitalist press. At-
tention was called about two months
ago to the enthusiasm and unanimity
with which the press of this city sided
with 'the tax-payer element that sought
to kill the Socialist Labor Party here,
A similar experience was made last
week in Worcester, Mass,
ist press of that city teemed, during and
before the convention with articles de-
noting their full sympathy with the
game element there. This came out
strongest while the convention of the
Party was in sesslon. It did not suit
the gentlemen at all to see the firmness
with which the Party held the helm of
its ship; it did not suit them a bit
to see their pets the Kangaroos downed.
In its anger the capitalist press of
Worecester tried to throw ridicule upon
some of the Party's delegates on the
ground of their workingmen's appear-
ance. Certain it is that any capitalist
paper would pay $100 a head for such
a set of honest-looking and honorable
workingmen in their conventions. The
only workingmen the capitalists can
gather in theilr conventions bear on
their faces the stamp of the scab.

“Success” is the name of a puvilcauon
that certainly makes a success of mak-
ing its points clear. Its Labor Day issue
contains on its page 659 a full picture
of General Miles—the hero of the Pull-
man strike—surrounded with an article
on “Labor Organizations in the United
States,” in which the brotherhood of
Capital and Labor is shown to be a
fact, and, in order to prove the point,
the General's hand rests on a Gatling
gun, no doubt to {llustrate how that
“Brotherhood” is enforced.

So far the point would seem clear
enough. But “Success” evidently did
not think so. In order to clinch the
point it prints on {ts page 660, just back
of Miles' picture, another picture—
Whose? Just back of Miles' article.
About whom?

The plcture just back of General
Miles, in full regimental and hand on
gun Is Mr. Samuel Gompers',

The article just ‘back of the one thas
figures as a setting for General Miles
is about Mr. Samuel Gompers,

How well both pictures and articles
supplement each other,

Gompers marshals the workingmen
before the armed powers of the Nation
to be shot down, and Miles does the
shooting. And the thing is done to the
tune of “Capital and Labor are Broth-
ers,” sung Iin sweet harmony by both
gentlemen. i

Who can doubt, after this, that at
least these two have interests in com-
mon?

The Dublin, Ireland, “Workers' Re-
public” thus explains the cry of “Law"
and “Order” that the oppressors always
have upon their lips:

Every movement for the improvement of the
condition of the human race, every step for-
ward In civili has of y had to
face the opposition of Law, and disturbed the
stability of Order. The ploneer of progress
has ever been an enemy of Law, and directed
all his efforts to the destruction of Ordor.
The reason s obvious, The human race in
its progress upward from savagery has had,
At each upward move, to meet the opposition
of the class who, thriving upon the misery of
their fellows, found their wsecurity in the
maintepance of the status quo and its at-
tendant evils, This class coming together for
mutus! support imposed upon their weaker,
or less cunning fellows, ecertain rules and ob-
servances calculated to weaken the power of
the multifude and sugment the privileges of
the few. Those rules and observances were
called the Law.

There is no real law except the self-
imposed by majority rule.

The S. L. P. {s safe. A few weeks ago
we thought that the most serious ac-
cident had happened to the Party. From
an article in the Cleveland, O., “Citizen™
it appeared that Debs had endorsed the
Party. A greater calamity the worst
enemies of the Party could hardly wish
to it, But fortunately we had not to
stop to consider. We had overlooked
the fact that for unreliableness of in-
formation the Bandlow-Hayes paper is
distinguished. and capabie of the worst
sort of “pure and simple” fraud on its
re ders. Had we stopped to consider
tLat, we never would have gone through
the pangs we did. We now feel easy.
The Milwaukee, Wis., “Wahrbeit"” has
upon the subject an item the substince
of which we hasten to communicate to
our readers.

It Is to the effect that the extensively
carried-about yarn Eugene V. Debs had
recommended the S. A. P. in an article
to the Cleveland “Citizen' is “not only
not true, but {s a hellish lie. Such an
article appeared, true enough, in the
‘Cleveland Citizen,” but AS DEBS AS-
SERTS IT WAS FALSIFIED.” In
short, Debs did not endorse the S. L. P.

Now let's all breathe freely, and never
forget that the Cleveland “Citizen” Is
quite capable of falsification not of news
only, but of matter sent to it for publi-
cation,

The capital-*

 CONSERVATISM.

The below 1z & synopsie of an address
delivered by Luclen Sanial on March §,
1880, at 4 public meeting of the then
American E-anch, of the old Section
New York, S. L. P. The subject has
singular application now, over nine
years later; moreover its manner of
treatment will preserve for it per-

manent frashness:
. . L

“Is conservatism coming to an end in
the labor movement?"”

" Can any one here answer this ques-
tion? 1If so I shall instantly give him
the floor.

i Surely I came not to answer it myself,
but to hear It answered by as many as
might be present here to-night. It is
really a question that every one con-
nected in some way with the labor
movement must answer for himself, in
80 far as h2 is personally concerned and
no farther. He must ask himself, 1.-—
Am I a congervative? 2.—Is my con-
servatism coming to an end?

Even put in this form, the question
will in most cases prove by no means as
easy of solution as may appear a priorl.
Did you ever ask yourselves what this
word, “Conservatism,” truly signifies?
If not, I may help you somewhat, but
that is all I can do for you.

Surely you know thati the law of na-
ture is motion and change—change of
place, change of form. Conservatism is
simply resistance to that law.

Things that offer the highest degree of
resistance to motion and change in the
physical world are rocks, stones, petri-
fications of some sort, in which life is
not percep:ible, and which are to the
least possible extent capable of mixing
or associating with other physical sub-
stances. And, likewise, in the moral
and intelizctual world conservatism
involves hardness of the heart and of
the mind—individnalism with @« ven-
geunce and with the least possible in-
dividuality. A conservative is a stone;
the more stone-like the harder his con-
servatism.

Now, of all beings in animated Nature
it would seem that man is now so con-
structed as to be the least conservative.
If the Darwinian theory be true—it it be
true that all things have & common
origin and differ only by reason of their
path and degree of evolution, man, as
the highest evolved of all, must, physi-
cally and intellectually, possess the
highest povrer of motion and of change;
he must be the least conseyvative--the
most adverse, in fact, to conservatism.
Not only does he evolve as an indivi-
dnal, but h2 moves and modifies every-
thing around him by his own motion.
He evolves nutritious plants from
weeds, dogs and horses and chickens
and other very tame animals from very
wild ones, etc. It is really by moving
and changing that he conserves him-
self; for, if he abstained for any length
of time from moving and changing
everything about himself, his very sur-
roundings would of themselves move
and change In a direction disastrous to
him, “

And right here we see that conser-
vatism, so-called, conserves actually
nothing, but rather acts the part of a
destroyer. It mummifies, petrifies and
not unfrequently putrefies what wou'd
otherwise have evolved into a higher
form of life.

But some may object: Truth must be
conserved. Nonsense Truth is a live
and life-giving thing, which has in it-
self the power of conserving itself. But,
turn it over to conservatism, and con-
servatism, like the head of Medusa, wil)
turn it into a stone. See the truth, men,
but never Jay your hands upon it.

‘Now, if you accept my definition of
conservatism, little remains for me to
say that will enable you to determine
for yourselves whether you should or
should not be conservatives. The ques-
tion of importance, however, is not so
much what you should be as what you
are, and it {s this question, as 1 have
already observed, that I wish you to
answer.

But you may not be able to answer it
without knowing what a conservative
looks like. No tuun can know his own
looks until he¢ has seen his own image
reflected in a mirror, or in pure water,
or in the eyes of some fellow man,
Even then he may doubt the accuracy
of the mirror, or the purity of the
water, or the honesty of the human eye,
if his image does not suit his notion of
beauty.

Besides, all conservatives are not
allke, because their respective conserva-
tisms, though born of the same mother
—which I believe is Ignorance—are not
begotten of the same father. But in all
you will find a common feature—a most
striking family resemblance. Shall I
say what?—Hypocrisy.

This may, in your opinion, be rather
severe on the conservatives. Well, I
intend to be severe, and by no means
at the expense of truth.

From the most stupld to the most
cunning of them, from the poorest to
the wealthiest, a sordid selfishness lies
at the ioot of their conservatism, and
none resists progress but is impelled by
personal considerations of the meanest
order,

Among the wealthy, the great, the
powerful, this is comprehensible. Of the
conservatives of this class I have noth-
ing to say. By craft and by force they
defend their wealth, their greatness,
their power. But among the poor, the
lowly, the helpless. such opposition to
social changes which cannot by any
possibility make them more miserable,
is inconcelvable. And In reality if we
look below the surface, if in some way
we can strike the responsivé chord in
the hearts of the masses, we soon find
that there Is no conservatism there. But
there is apathy, born of ignorance and
helplessness. And it is this apathy that
the designing leaders of those masses
mistake for conservatism. And it is
those designing leaders—who them-
selves care not a jot for either conser-
vatism or progress—that I brand as
conservatives, with all the odium of
hypocrisy that the term implies, ac-
cording to my definition of it.

I trust you will now perceive what I
really mean. I say, most emphatically,
that there is no conservatism in the
large body of Labor; but 1 do not say
. that there Is progress. There is ignor-
ance, helplessness, apathy and no move-
ment; yet there is a natural readiness.
to move, a dormant power of motion
which can at any time be developed into
& tremendous Irresistible force, and
will be so developed as soon as the con-
sciousness of that power snall have been
infused Into the mass. For its present

torpor, thos¢ who call themselves its

conservative leaders—and those alone
~—are responsibie.

In those men the “Labor Movement"
has for years been personified. While
some of them know that there can be
no such movement but in the direction
of socialism, they denounce on every
occasion its teachers and its principles,
and they prolong the apathy of the mass
by withholding from it the truth which,
once seen, would put an end to its
wretchedness and slavery.

The S. L. P.

In the Position it Takes on Taxation.

The position taken by the Socialist
Labor Party of the United States on
the subject of taxation is the only one
absolutely consistent with all the ob-
served facts and tendencies of Capital-
{sm at its present stage of development
in this country. It is an impregnable
position; and from the solid base which
it affords for well defined, clear-cut
Socialistic tactics on the political battle-
field the Party can safely advance
against the Republican plutocracy with-
out any fear of Democratic middle-class
ambushes or flank movements of a bo-
gus reform character,

In substance the premises and conclu-
sions of the Party, as they appear from
its official declarations, supplemented
by the utterances of its official organs,
candidates and authorized mouthpieces
generally, may be briefly stated as fol-
lows:

In the course of capitalistic evolution
thé American government has necessar-
ily become an agency of the Plutocratic
Class, having for its almost exclusive
object to maintain and extend the eco-
nomic dominion of that class. Its
sphere of action, its domestic and for-
eign policy, and therefore also its mode
of raising the necessary revenue, must
in every respect conform with the in-
terests of the American Plutocracy®

Now this plutocracy is by far the
largest employer of wage labor, It owns
all the great manufacturing industries,
the mines, the railroads, the ships, the
telegraphs, the banks and the vast en-
ginery of wholesale commerce; to which
may be added the municipal services
performed by privileged corporations.

It has practically freed from taxation
all its mercantile interests by casting
the State and municipal burdens upon
real estate and providing for the nation-
al revenue, in part with a high tariff
that gives it a monopoly of the home
market, and in part with internal taxes
chiefly borne by the middle class.

What it now needs is cheaper labor—
constantly cheaper—in order to extend
its supremacy abroad and thus dispose
of the vast surplus product for which it
can find no domestic outlet. This it
cannot get by any mode of taxation.
Even if the taxing of necessaries could
result in reducing the purchasing power
of wages, and thus, making the work-
ingman pay a part of the cost of pluto-
cratic government, little would be
gained because it would render more
difficult their reduction in money. It
is, in fact, the price of labor, even
more than the standard of living, that
the plutocracy must first reduce in order
to accomplish its object; for it is with
low prices only that it can gain com-
mand of the world's markets. Rather
then, give the working people a “free
breakfast"-—free from taxation—if it
can do any good to those who may be
able to pay for it. But, manifestly, this
fs of very little importance. The plu-
tocracy must achieve its purpose by the
direct method of placing the worker in
growing competition with his fellow
worker, and all the workers in growing
competition with the constantly im-
proving machinery of production.

To that simple and direct plutocratic
policy the Socialist Labor Party of the
United Sttaes opposes this simple and
direct proletarian policy:

Wherever It may get control of the
public powers, it will wield the Power
of Taxation, among others, with relent-
less energy for the benefit of the work-
ing class. Not only will it impose an
income tax as specifically provided in
its national platforia, but it will tax all
property of any kind (equally assessed
at its full value), to the full extent re-
quired to carry out its palliative meas-
ures of relief and improvement.—LU-
CIEN SANIAL, “Socialist Almanac,”
Sup. 3.
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Uscle Snﬁ and B other Jonathan,

Brother Jonathan—It does sometimes
seem to me that these Socialists are un-
reasonable,

Uncle Sam—Inasmuch as to how?

B. J.—They don’t seem to realize the |

benefits conferred upon society by the |
! produce he has long since consumed; all
| the wealth the capitalists now hold g

capitalists,

U. 8. (sneezing)—Suppose you en-
lighten me on these “benefits.”

B. J.—Take any instance at random.
Here is a man, John Jones; he has a
bundred thousand dollars in the bank;
and yonder are a hundred men out of
work. These men will starve unless
they get a job; John Jones won't
starve, you can't starve with a hundred
thousand dollars. John Jones could, it
he wanted, eat up his money. If 'he
did, he would be having a good time,
but the hundred men would hunger.
Right here steps up the capitalist as
a8 benefactor—

U. S. (placing his right hand to his
right ear)—A what?

B. J.—A benefactor. The capitalist
gteps in as a benefactor of society. In-
stead of lolling comfortably on his
$100.000, he invests them; he sets up a
factory that employs these one hundred
men out of work. From that moment
on the men cease to starve, Has not
this capitalist done a positive service
to the community?

U. 8.—You are quite sure he did?

B. J.—0f course!

U. 8.—And you consider him a bene-
factor?

B. J.—Don't you?

U. 8.—And you would conclude from
that, that he and the whole capitalist
class should be preserved?

B. J.—Certainly.

U. S.—Because if he and it were
wiped out society would cease to be
benefacted?

B. J.—That's it.

U. S.—Now, let's look at all that a
little closer. In the first place let me
know what you understand by a “bene-
factor.”

B. J.—A man who does me a good
service,

U. 8.—If such a man {8 compelled, by
his own interest, to do you that good
service, would he still be a benefactor?

B. J.—W-e-l-1, n-0; n-ot qu-ite.

U. 8.—To entitle & man to the title
#f a “benefactor” his act must combine
several qualities. I shall mention 2:

1. 1t must do good; and

2. It must be done out of his own
free will, undriven by personal Interest.

B. J. (rubbing his hands)—That’s very
well put. That's exactly. That's just
what I have shown you that the capi-
talist does:

No. 1. His act does good in that he
gives bread to men who would other-
wise starve for want of work.

No. 2. He does so out of his own free
will,

U. S.—We shall, for the present, grant
No. 1. The No. 2 is false.

B. J.—Not much! Why, the capitalist
needn't—

U. 8.—WIll you oblige me by keeping
your shirt on for 2 minutes and 15 sec-
onds?

B. J.—Yes.

U. S,.—The No. 2, which you claim, is
that the capitalist {8 not driven by his
own needs to “give work"—

B. J.—Exactly. :

U. S.—It is just the reverse. I shall
show you in the shaking of a lamb’s tail
that if he didn’t, if he allowed the work-

ers to starve, he would have eventually _

to starve himself.
B. J.—~What?
U. 8.—Can a $100,000 last forever?
B. J.—No.

U, S.—If this capitalist lived on even
as little as $5,000 a year, how long do
you imagine would his $100,000 last?

B. J. (winks his eyes as if a candle
light had been suddenly held up before
them)—Twenty years.

U. S.—And after that?

B. J. remains silent and pensive.

U. 8.— After that his money would
be all gone and he would have to starve,
or go to work, or steal, eh?

. J.—~Hem!

U. 8.—Can you get out of that?

B. J. remains silent and still more
pensive,

U. 8.—When your capitalist invests
his money, “gives labor bread” or plays
the “benefactor,” he is simply giving
HIMSELF bread and benefacting HiM-
SELF. What he accomplishes by his
investment it to get his yearly $5,000
out of the sweat of the brows of his
workers and keep his original $100,000
untouched. When he invests he does
80, accordingly, not to do good to others,
but to do himself the double good of
living grandly without consuming the
amount of his capital and dolng so by
fleecing his “benefactorees.” Save me
from such “benefactors” and such “ben-
efactions!"

B. J. during this time has been in-
specting closely a distant fleck of cloud
against the azure sky,

U. 8.—What has become of your “ben-
efactor?"
henl‘ :.—I have been trying to find where

U. 8.—Your search is now diffcult
enough; but I propose to make it so dif-
ficult that you eouldn’t find your bene-
factor were you to look for him with a
Lick telescfpe.

B, J. gives up the fleck of cloud and
turns his eves to Uncle Sam.

U. 8.—1I sald before that a benefaction
must combine several qualities. For the
moment I granted No. 1, to wit, that it
ey o

now pro
turn to No. 1. ’ "

B. J.—What, is that also false?
JU. 8.—Yep!

B. J. (dejectedly)—Well, well—
U. S.—Suppose 1 waylaid you, k
you down and robbed you, and bel
possession of all your property, p
included, I were (o cover you with
weapon and say to you: “You are a
duck, if you don't do as I tell you”
taking a loar out of your own w, ;

which I just teok from you, I were to
further: “You will starve, if you dom’t
eat; here is a loaf of bread for you;
may have that, If yon work for me”
Your distress would drive you to su
You would produce 4 loaves and [ w
give you 1. How would you like that fop
a “benefaction?”

B. J.—Like it? You call that “bene.
faction?”

U. S.—How would you like me for g
“benefactor?”

B. J —To hell with such a benefactopt
U. S.—Now, that's just the sort ofa
“benefactor” the capitahst fs. ¢

capitalist class has waylaid and kn

down and robbed the working class, and
the property or capital these capi

now hold is stolen goods, stolen from
the workers, who alone produced fp
Whatever wealth any capitalist ever gi4

stolen: out of that first and continuony
theft they “give bread” to the workers;
and the pistol with which they cover the
working clase 80 as to keep it in subjes
tion—as I would be keeping you in sube
Jection wiiu the pistol 1 snatched out of
your hands--is the government of
country, snatched out of the hands.of
the working class with the aid of thy
labor fakir.

B. J. begirs to be visibly moved.,

U. S.—Did you say anything?

B. J.—No; but I was going to say that
if you waylaid me, and got my pistel
from me, and b that means were k
ing me down, I would never sleep with
both eyes shut,

U. 8. looks interested.

B. J—And the first chance I eaw
would snatch that weapon of oppres-
slon from you, turn it upon you, asd
thus recover my own. /

1..8.--And, like an unreasonable So«
cialist, drive off your benefactor whe
was “giving you bread?

B. J.—These socialists are right ey
ery time. Yes, I would drive that “bep«
efactor” out of sight. * ;

U. S.—Bravo! Now you talk sens.
What you or any sensible man would
do is just what the Soclalists would de
and are gathering the force to do ff
with. They are seeking to snatch the .
pistol—the government—out of the
hands of the highwayman class that
now rides them by organizing the So-
cialist Labor Party and walloplng the
capitalist class at the hustings.

B. J.—Count me as one! !

U. 8. and B. J. walk off together, 8.
J. explaining that he always did sas
pect the Socialists knew what they were
after.

Massachusetts Convention.
(Continued from Page 1)

ous Sections throughout the State
obvious necessity of using for pre
gagda purposes only such papers
pu®Nchtions as are thoronghly

cordance with the revolutionary tact
of the Party, and do further recomm

to the various Sections the advisab
of discontinuing to circulate or
mend such papers as the “Works
Call,” the “Class Struggle,” or any ¢
papers whatsoever which do not un
pramisingly, unequivoeally and lo
support the Socialist Labor Party
the legally Instituted National Exee
tive Committee, of which Henry
is the National Secretary.

BE IT RESOLVED, That the 8. .
shall keep the Party of the State
informed of the doings of the State 0
ganizer, and to publish in the natig
organ, THE PEOPLE, his prope
route and work accomplished at
once in two weeks.

AND BE IT FINALLY RESOLV
That our delegates use their best ef
towards having the conference in
or request the legal convention to M
the seat of the Executive Committes
the legal State Committee, should sm
eventually be chosen or elected, loes
in that section of the State known
Greater Boston,

The Tramp.

[Written for THE PEOPLE by E. R
Revere, Masa.)

Under the rays of a torrid sun,
On & dusty road one day,
There walked nlong in ragged elothes
HIA 't‘rugp on his w:ndr,vhvny:
s hands were tanned, his
N}I:-‘hﬁ:r was all awry, A9 Mhen o
o0 mirth was written on his fa
No sparkle in his eyn, o

A farmer plowing in his fiel
Plodded Echlnd his team; l“

Just keeping pace with. the weary tramp,
~=This fruit of rich men's scheme, — . B

And he thought it strange as he strode

T‘l"l;d:; the scorching sun, L
At the tramp should talk to some one |
When he could see but one. !

“Yes, BIll, it's true,”” he heard him sy,
“You one day had a home, il
A loving wife and children falr;
You had no cause to roam.

You was not “Lazy Bill," not you;
You worked with all your might:
Your wara was small, but took all
Straight home each Wenmy night.

‘Twas too bad, Bill, you broke your
While at your work that CIY,. -
Sedder yet, you lost your place
Aund lost your weekly pay.
Hey? Not your fault? Well that's just s&
ou served veur master well,
And all was right untfl that day,
You lost your hold and fell

Yee, yen. 1 know 't was duty's call,
But that don’t mend a leg,
Orohelp yog ;Ir-w yobnor 'QG{b pay, .
T even belp you b :
What's that? The labos class fs crushedf
The wealthy run the land? 3
Then why don't Labor join thelr fores,
Go at it hand in hand?

And crush the rich and let them know
They're just as as you:

But not the least bit better then
You see what they will do.

It's true, the rich have crushed you,
It's true they took your home;

They parted you from wife and child,
They cause you now to roam.

But don't forget you voted thus,
You cannot now complain; 5
You've scer it done for years and years, o

Wake up! e this lethargy!
Stir 33 the workers' camp,

And vote togother; thea there'll be
No ® as a mup.‘" »

The receipt of a sample copy ©
PEOPLE is an invitation to su
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estion most frequently put to a
'l'h'::by capitalists is: How will So-
lists divide the wealth they produce;
s each to have an equal share; or how?
wpivision,” that is the thing that
4 in the very marrow of the philis-
Jike a veritable leprosy. Tueir
“conception of Socialism begins
a0d ends with that word. Indeed, even

the most cultured, the idea is
| quite prevalent that the object of Soclal-
| | yom I to divide the whole weaith of the

| pation among the people.
: .!r That this view still prevails, despite
| gl protests and proofs on the part of the
| Saetalists, is to be ascribed, not only to
| $he malice of the enemies of Socialism,
f pat also, and perhaps to a greater ex-
| to their Inability to understand the
| gocial conditions that have been brought
by the development of large produc-
tion. Their horizon is still, to a great
‘ t, bounded by the conceptions that
apply only te the eystem of small pro-
R Indeed, judging from the stand-
:"mol small production, the only form
| o Socialism ‘possible is division. From
' the start of production for sale In anti-
il it has happened innumerable
|simes, 85 often as a few families had
il great wealth and had reduced
artisans and farmers to dependence,
that these plotted for the expulsion of
the rich and the division of their prop-
lerty. They succeeded in this for the first
|time during the French Revolution, not-
il ding, or perhaps, just by reason
gt its emphatic assertion of the rights
\of private property. Peasants, artisans,
andl the class that was about to develop
into ‘capitalists divided among them-
gelves the church estates. Division is
the Soclalism of small production; it is
{he Soclalism of the “conservative”
manks of society; it 1s not the Socialism
\of the Proletariat.
| It needs time, but the feat will yet he
‘sccomplished of ramming into the heads
‘of the so-called luminaries of our social
‘gystem that Sociallsts do not propose to
divide; that, on the contrary, their ob-
ject s to concentrate in the hands of
‘goclety the instruments of production
ment, produczion and the payment of
MANY OWNETE, i
. But this does not yet dispose of the
\ question of division. If the means of
‘production belong to society, to it must
. Delong, as a matter of course, the func-
tion of dispgsing of the products that
are brought forth with the aid of these
fstruments. in what way will society
" ({istribute these among Iits members?
$hall it be upon the principle of equality
' 4r according to the labor performed by
| wmch? Andin the latter case, is every
of labor to receive the same re-
ward, whether it be agreeable or not,
kard or easy, skilled or unskilled?
To many, the answer to this question
seems to be the central point of Social-
#m. Not only does it greatly pre-oc-
‘eapy the foes of Socialism, but even the
aarly Soclalists devoted the greatest
.~ mmount of attention to it. From Fou-
tler to Weitling, and irom Weitling to
- Bellamy there runs a steady stream of
~ fthe most diversified answers, many of
- which reveal a wonderful degree of acu-
men. There is no lack of positive propo-
sitlons; many of them ure as plain as
| they are practicable, Nevertheless, the
n is not of the importance that
generally ascribed to it.

Time was when the distribution of
products was looked upen as wholly in-
dependent from production itself; see-
ing, moreover that the contradictions
and {lls of the capitalist system of pro-
duction manifest themselves first in its
peculiar method of distributing its prod-
uets, it was quite natural that both the

ted classes and their -friends

should have locatcd the root of the evil
In the “unjust” distribution of products,
Of course, these people proceeded, obe-
dient to the views that were prevalent
2t the beginning of this century, upon
e supposition that the existing system
of distribution was the result of the
ideas of thelr davs, i. e, of the popular
‘wderstanding of right and wrong. In
to remove this unjust syvstem of
distribution, all that was needed was to

L & juster one, 2nd to convince the

world of its advantages. The just sys-

. of distribution could, of course, be
bene other than just the reverse of the
one, Among these people, some

thus: “To-day there reigns the

_ Crassest fnequality; the principle upon
. Whieh distribution should be based
| Must be one of equality.” Others
| Dllowed another line of thought; they
| Wid: “To.day the idler rolls in wealth
While the laborer starves, consequently
let the :::clple be ‘To each gccording
i

&

Yet a third set raised
- ) ns to both principles, and they
~ ®tup a third formula: “To each ac-
; to his needs.” Toe early Social-
t .llult much time upon this subject.
L ¥or the same reasons that they did so,
® wit, their imperfect comprehension of
the social mechanism, not & few ide-
Slogists right here in the United States
h'lunlled themselves in the meshes
& profitless discugsion upon this com-
vely unimportant subject. '
ern Socialism, basing itself upon
¢ sclence takes the stand that
Mdistribution of products in a com-
ty Is determined, not by the pre-
‘ﬁ conceptions of right and wrong,
by the prevailing system of produc-
. ton, share of the landlord, the
. Spltalist, and the wage-worker in the
8al product of soclety is determined
the role which land, capital, and
ower play to-day in the modern
of production. Sure enough, in
tive Commonwealth, the
ation of products will not be left
mercy of blind laws, which can
T be well understood by those con-
The same as to-day, in the in-
of a large industrial establish-
production and the payment of
_Are matters that are carefully
Ted and well regulated, so like-
A socinlist commonwealth, which

Tisl concern, the same principle

P e S,

o tion o oducts 18
L0 carried out will be ut:blllhod by
Parties concerned. Nevertheless, it
;’nm upon their whim what

g

Divison 01 Produets (n
DGl

those rules shajl be; these wlill not be
adapted arbitrarily to this or that prin-
ciple, however sonorous it may sound;
they will be determined by the actual
condition of society, above all, by the
condition of production itself.

For iastance, the degree of the pro-
ductivity of labor at any given time ex-
ercises a great influence upon the man-
ner in which distribution is effected.
Without any excessive strain on the
imagination, we can conceive a time
when sclence will have raised industry
to such a high level of productivity that
everything wanted by man is produced
in great abundance. In such case, the
formula “To each according to his
needs” would be applied as a matter of
course and without difficulty. On the
other hand, not even the profoundest
conviction of the justice of this formuia
would be able to put it into practice if
the productivity of labor remained so
low that the proceeds of the most ex-
cessive degree of labor could produce
only & bare necessity. Again, the for-
mula “To each according to his deeds"”
‘will always be found inapplicable. If
it has any sense at all, it pre-supposes
& distribution of the total product of the
commonwealth among {ts members.
This notion, the same as that about a
general division aud the military form
of Socialismn, spring from the modes of
thought that are peculiar to the mod-
ern system of private property. To dis-
tribute the products at stated Intervals
would be equivalent to the graaual re-
introduction of private property in the
means of production.

The vary essence of soclalist produc-
zion limits the possible distribution of
products to only a portion of these. All
those products which are requisite to
the enlargement of production can not,
as a matter of course, be the subject of
distribution; and the same holds good
with regard to all such products that are
intended for common use, i, e., to the
establishment, preservation or cnlarge-
ment of public institutions.

Already in modern society the number
and size of such institutions increases
steadily; it is upon this domain espe-
cially that large production crowds
down small production within the cir-
cle of household duties. It goes without
saying that so far from being checked,
the development will be greatly stimu-
lated in a socialist commonwealth,

The quantity of products that can be
absorbed by private consumption and,
accordingly, be turned into private
property, must inevitably be a much
slighter portion of the total product in
& socialist than in modern society where
almost all products are merchandise and
private property. In socialist, differ-
ently from capitalist society, it is not
the bulk of the products, but only the
residue that needs distribution.

But even this residue socialist soclety
will not be able to dispose of at will;
there, too, the requirements of produc-
tion will determine the course to be pur-
gned, Seeing that production is under-
going steady changes, so likewlse will
the forms and methods of distribution
be subject to manifold changes in the
soclalist commonwealth.

1t is a Utopian idea to imagine that
a special system of distribution is to
be manufactured, and that it will stand
for all time. On this field, as little as on
any other, is socialist society likely to
move by leaps and bounds, or start all
over aneav; it is bound to go on from
the point at which capitalist society
ceases. The distribution of goods in a
socialist commonwealth might possibly
continue for some time under forms that
are essentially improved developments
of the gxistirg form of wage payment.
At any rate this is the point from which
1t 18 bound te start. Just as the forms
of wage labor differ to-day, not only
from time to time, but also in various
branches of industry,and in various sec-
tions of the country, so likewise, may
it happen that in a soclalist common-
vrealth the distribution of products may
be carried on under a variety of forms
corresponding to the various needs of
the population and the historical ante-
cedents of the industry. The conception
of the Co-operative Commonwealth as
a rigid, cut-and-dried, uniform institu-
tion held by hard and fast rules is mis-
taken; it is, on the contrary, that sys-
tem, that nét oniy opposes lenst resist-
ance to, but aids Immeasurpbly the
course of evolution in all its manifold
branches. '

Next to the thought of “division,” that
of “equal shares” troubles the foes or
Socialism most: “Socialism,”’ they de-
clare, “proposes, that every one shall
have an equal share of the total prod-
uct: the industrious is to have no more
than the jazy; hard and disagreeable
1abor is to receive no higher reward
than that that is light and agreeable;
the hod-carrier who has nothing to do
but to reach out the material is to be on
a par with the architect himself; under
such circumstances, every one will work
as little as possible; no one will perform
the hard and disagreeable tasks; knowl-
edge having ceased to be appreclated
will cease to be cultivated; and the final
result will ba tho relapse of society into
barbarism: consequently Socialism is
impracticable.'”

The idiocy of this reasoning is too
glaring to need exposure. This much
may be sald: should soclalist soclety
sver decide to decree the equality of in-
comes, and should the effect of such a
measure actually threaten to be the dire
one prophesied, then, and in that case,
the natural result would be, not that
socialist production, but the principle
of equality of incomes, would be thrown
overboard.

The foes of Socialism would be justi-
fied to conclude from the equality of In-
comes that Socialisn: is impracticable if
they could prove:

fi') That this equality would be, uu-
der all circumstances, irreconcilable
with the progress of production. This
they never have been and never will be
able to prove, seeing that the aetivity
of the individual in production does not
depend solely upon his remuneration,
but upon a great varlety of circum-
stances—his sense of duty, his ambi-
tion, his dignity, his pride, etc., etc.—
none of which can be the subject of
positive prophecy, but only of conjec-
ture, a conjecture, however, which un-

der improved social conditions, so far
from making in favor, can only make
against the opinfon expressed by the
adversaries of Sccialism; and

(2) That the equality of incomes is so
essential to a socialist society that the
latter cannot he conceived without the
former. To prove this the foes of Social-
ism will find equally impossible. A
glance over the variovs forms of com-
munist production which have still sur-
vived the shock of time, from the prim-
itive communism practised by our ab-
original Indians, down to the Iatest
commnnistic societies that have sprung
up in various parts of the land, will re-
veal how manifold are the forms of dis-
tribution that are applicable to a com-
munity of property in the instruments
of produetion, All forms of modern
wage payment—fixed salaries, time
wages, piece wages, bonuses—all of
them are reconcilable with the spirit
of a socialist commonwealth; and there
is not one of them that may not play
quite a role in socialist soclety, accord-
ing as the wants and the customs of its
members, together with the require-
ments of production, may demand.

It does not, however, follow from this
that the principle of the equality of in-
comes—a principle that is not necessari-
Iy identical with their uniformity-—will
cut no figure whatever in socialist so-
ciety: whenever that principle shall as-
sert itself, it will not spring up as the
aim of a movement for leveling things
generally, forcibiy, and straightway,
but as the result of a natural develop-
ment and social tendency.

In the capitalist system of production
there is seen simultaneously both a
tendency to increase, and one to dimin-
ish the differences between incomes; one
tendency would ageravate, the other
would reduce inequalities,

By dissolving the middle classes of
society and swelling evermore the sgize
of individual fortunes the capitalist
system broadens and deepens percept-
ibly the chasm that exists between the
masses of the population and those who
are at its head; the latter tower ever
higher above the former and become less
and less approachable to them. Hand
in hand with this tendency is noticed
another, which, operating within the
circle of the masses themselves, steadily
cqualizes taeir respective incomes; it
flings the small producers, farmers, and
industrialists, into the class of the pro-
letariat, or at least, pushes their In-
comes down to the proletarian level,
and wipes out existing differences be-
tween the proletarians themselves. The
machine tends steadily to the removal
of all the differences wirich originally
took root among the proletariat; to-day,
the differences in wages among the va-
rious lavers of labor fluctuate inces-
santly and come nearer and nearer to a
point of uniformity; at the same time
the incomes of the educated proletariat
are irresistibly tending downwards.
The equalization of incomes among the
masses—that thing at which the ad-
versaries of Socialism affect to be
shocked, and which they brand with
moral indignation an the malignant pur-
pose of Socialism—Is going on under
their own eyes, and is the result of their
own precious system.

As a matter of course, all those ten-
dencies that sharpen inequalities, and
that proceed from the private ownership
in the means of production, would come
to an end, while the tendency to wipe
out inequalities of incomes would find
stronger expression under the Socialist
system, But here again, the observa-
tions made upon the dissolution of ex-
isting family forms and upon the down-
fall of small production hold good with
equal force: the tendency of the eco-
nomic development remains in socialist,
to a certain extent the same as in capi-
talist soclety, but it finds expression in
n very different way. To-day, the equal-
ization of incomes among the masses of
the population proceede by the depres-
sion of the higher incomes to the level
of the lower ones; iu a socialist com-
monwealth it must inevitably proceed
by the raising of the lower to the stand-
ard of the higher.

The adversaries of Socialism seek to
frighten the small producers with the
claim that an equalization of incomes
can mean for them nothing else than
the lowering of their conditions, be-
cause, say they, the incomes of the
wealthy classes are not large enough, if
divided among the poor, to preserve the
rresent average income of the middle
classes; that, consequently, if there is
to be equality of incomds, the middle
classes will have to give up part of their
incomes, and would by so miich be the
losers under Socialism.

Whatever truth there may be in this
claim, Hes in that the most miserable,
above all, the slums, are to-day so nu-
merous and their indigence so great
that the distribution among them of the
immense incomes of the rich might not
suffice to bring their condition quite up
to the standard of the middle class.
Whether this argument could be ad-
vanced as a special reason for the pre-
servation of our glorious social system
may well be doubted; some may be of
the opinion that any improvement that
might be accomplished through such a
division would be a positive gain.

There is, however, no question about
“division;” the only question is upon
the change of the method of production.
The transformation of the capitalist in-
to the socialist system of production,
must ihevitably result in a rapid in-
crease of the quantity of wealth pro-
duced ygarly. It must never be lost sight
of that the capitalist system of produc-
tion for sale hinders to-day the econom-
ic development, hinders the full expan-
gion of the productive forces that lie
latent in society. Not only is it not
able to absorb the small industries in
the measure in which the technical de-
velopment makes possible and requires;
it has become even impossible to it to
employ all the labor forces that are
available. The capitalist system of
production squanders these forces In
that it steadily drives an increasing
quantity thereof into the ranks of the
unemployed, the slums, parasites, and
the unproductive middle men.

Such a state of things is simply Im-
possible in a soclalist commonwealth;
it could not fail to find productive labor
for all its available labor forces; it
would iIncrease perceptibly, nay, it
wonld double the number of productive
workers; in the measure in which it did
this it would multiply the total wealth
produced yearly. This increase in pro-
duction would be enough in itself to
raise the incomes of all workers, and
not only those of the poorest ones.

Furthermore, socialist = production
would greatly promote the absorption
of small and its substitution by large
production, and thereby also increase
greatly the productiviiy of labor: it
would then be possiblc =2t only to raise

the incomes of the workers, but also to
lower the hours of work.

In view of this the claim is puerile
that Socialism means the equality of
pauperism. That is not the equality
towards which Socialism tends; it is the
equality irfto which the modern system
of produL fon drives mankind. Social-
ist production must inevitably improve
the conditions of all working classes——
those of the small producer and small
working farmer included. According
to the economic conditions, under which
the change from capitalism to Soctal-
ism may be effected, will the improved
ceneral well-being of the community
be greater or less; but whatever those
conditions may be, the progress will be
marked; and from that point on every
further economic development will, in-
stead of lowering, as it does to-day,
raise the general well-being of the com-
monwealth,

This turn in the direction of the
course generally taken by incomes is,
in the eyes of Socialists. of much more
importance to the well-being of society
than the absolute increase of incomes.
The thoughtful man lives more in the
future than in the present; what the
future threatens or promises to him pre-
cecupies him more than the enjoyment
of the present. Not what is but what
will be, not existing conditions, but ten-
dencles determine the happiness or the
unhappiness both of individuals and of
whole states.

Thus we become acquainted with an-
other element of superiority in socialist
over capitalist society. It affords not
only an improved condition of well-be-
ing, but also the certainty of livelihood
—a certainty not afforded to-day by the
largest fortune. If the improvement of
well-being can be appreciated, mainly,
if not only, by the classes that hitherto
have been exploited, the certainty of a
livelihood is a boon to the exploiters
themselves, to those whose well-being
needs no improvement even where such
might be possible. Uncertainty hovers
over both the rich and the poor, and
possibly it {s more trying than want it-
«elf; it canses even those to taste the bit-
terness of want who are not yet sub-
ject to it; it is a specter that haunts the
most luxurious homes.

All observers who have become ac-
quainted with communistic societies,
whether these were situated in India,
France or America, have all been struck
with the appearance of calmness, con-
fidence, and equanimity peculiar to their
members, Independent of the oscilla-
tions of the market, and In possession
of their own instruments of production,
they are self-sufficient; they regulate
their labor according to their needs, and
they know in advance just what they
have to expect. And yet the security
against wunt enjoyed by these primitive
or more recent colonies is far from being
perfect; their control over nature is
slight, the communities themselves are
small. Mishaps brought on by cattle
diseases, failures of crops, freshets, ete.,
are not infrequent, and when they oc
cur smite the whole body. Upon how
much firmer a basis does not the Co-
operative Commonwealth stand with
boundaries co-extensive with those of
the nation and with all the conquests
of science at its command!
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Daniel Tje Leon:

Reform or Revolution? .....ccevivniee o0 05

What Means this Strike?....c.ccivenee

Wm. 8. McClure:

Soclalism ...... easessesseserteasterretene

Thomas A. Hickey:

Traglc PREES ..cccvsrcsnvserarsrarseonan

James Connolly:

Erin's HOPO sevsseesnesvsncsssnrinecsons
. de B. Gibbins:

#* English Social Reformers.............. 1.00
Industrial History of England. . 1,20
British Commerce and Colonies....... .80

Eorico Ferri:

Criminal SoclOIOEY +eereensesasssnnresss 150

Harvelock Ellis:
The Criminal ...coeieevenssonsesscraess 128
Man and WOMAN ....coeseresnsvencesas 125
f. David G. Ritchie:

Pwnn?wlulm and Polities.........
Principles of State Interference
. Alfred Russell Walisce:

mblrwlnllm .80c., cloth L76

J. R. Widdup:
What P

"ha 1 E y Teaches..... .10
The Dogs and the Fleas, by One of
Dogs

B TR T

have secured & number of Lissagaray's
n(:vnrhrd books ‘‘History of the Paris Com-
mune,” regular price. $1.00. which we offer at
70 cents while they last. To clubs of ten at

‘ §0 cents.

Catalogue malled free of charge on applica-
tion.

General Agitation Fund,
Previously acknowledged ....$286.77

Fred Hofman, Montrose, Colo.. 1.00
Section Cincinnati, O., per B. F.
F. Keinard ...ceseosnsssves 6,00
Section Loulsville, Ky., per B. F.
Kelnard ...evovevcscscecess 15,00

————

TOLAL sosvosaransesones §318.97

Daily People Minor Fund.
Previously acknowledged....$2,382.59
Fred. Schuler, Kelley's Island,
From shop girls, collected by
Miss A. D, N. Y.ooernnnnn

J. Frankel, N. Y. City..conevees

HENRY KUHN,
Secretary.

1.00
50

The receipt of a sample copy of THE
PEOPLE is an invitation to subscribe.

CORRESPONDENCE.

[Correspondents who prefer to appear In
print under an assumed name, will attach
such name to their communication, besides
their own signature and address. None other
will be recogalzed.]

Don't write on both sides of the sheet;

Don't write on tissue paper;

Don't write with peneil;

Don't write with a broom-stick,
tooth-pick is handy, pens preferred..

Don't erowd your lines;

Don't begin at the uppermos! edge of the
sheat;

Don’t abbreviate; -

Don't forget to give your P. O. address
and date of letler;

Dow’t forget to give name and date of
paper when sending clippings;

Don’t write your signature as tho' you
wished {o rematn incornito;

Don’t write proper names so as fo insure
the chances of their beang misspeiled;

Don't write on sheets of uneven size;

Don't take this ill.

ifa

Accurate Information Desired.

To THE PEOPLE.—I would like someone ac-
curately posted to inform me through the eol-
umns of THE PEOPLE when the printery’
strike against Hearst's paper in San Franclsco

occurred, what was Hearst's action thereou,
what was the windup, and all other detalls '

of general interest,

2 AGITA .
New York, Sept. 20th. i
At it in Norwalk.

To THE PEOPLE.—Socialtsm recetved it
second boost from the mighty hand of the law
&3 represented by South Nodwalk's police. Or-
kanizer Emil Singewald, the second an the roll
of honor, was arrested while acting as chair-
man at an out-door meeting in Railroad place.
As soon as Comrade Singeweld had begun his
address, Chiel Vollmier appeared on the scene
and ip the name of the law and other things
commanded the asscimbly to disperse. Com-
tade Singewald taking wo notice of the inter-
ruptions continued speaking when the chief or-
dered his subordinate to do his duty, and our

‘
1

comrade way led off to the police station and |

placed behind the bars. Whilst two of the
comrades hunted up a fudge to take bonds for
the release of our organizer, others of the
comrades led the crowd to Germania Hall,
where State Organizer C. J. Mercer, of Bridge-
port, Comrade A. 5. HBrown, of New York,
and Comrade E, F. Wegener, of New Jersey,
addressed the meeting.  In the meantime, after
about 40 minutes’ delay. & Judge was found and
our comrade was released under $25 bonds.
He, with the remainder of the crowd, marched
to the hall where he was grected with hearty
applause, A good tmpression was made upon
tha_ audience by all the speakers,

Now, while the authorities here are bother-
ing us, it is not all loss; we are recelving »
great deal of free advertising, As the editor
of one of our local papers says, we have cer-
talnly agltated to some purpose. He adds:

“They bave made a good thing out of this
little friction with the authorities, and they
will do very well If they leave well snough
alone, and simply continue thelr meetings as
they did Saturday, without a serious cqaflict.
They have so far secured the best kind of
advertising they could possibly hope for, and
If nothing happens between now and election
time to ‘queer’ thelr cause, they will get
enough tickets in the ballot box. in October,
to give them a substantial encouragement.
It's an off year, all around, the party lines
are relaxed from other causes, and the local
S, L.'s bave the chance of their lives to make
a showing.”

Our case Is continued for a week and comes
up for a heariug Sept. 25,

JAMES C. HAYES, Sec.

South Norwalk, Ct., Sept. 20,

Wil ““A Machinist'' of Yonkers.
Fuenish the desired Information?

TO THE PEOPLE~In THE PEOPLE of the
10th, lust., there Is under the head of cor-
respondence a notice concerning, among oth-
«rs, the strike at the Rand Drill Works at
Tarrytown, N. Y., stating that the strike was
not satisfactorily settled and implying that
the strikers had been imposed upon by the
offcers of thelr organization, the 1. A, of Ma-
chinists, A comrade here has used the mat-
ter for agitation among the machinists of the
Gen. Electric Co., but was met by the¢ state-
ment that the writer of the notice did not state
the truth. We would ilke to be put in the way
of getting at the facts and detalls of this mat-
ter. We can use it with good results among
the machinists of the I. A. M. employed here,

An early answer will be of eat advantage
to us, gs we want to keep the thing golng after
it got Started.

Schenectady, N. Y., Sept. 17,

Kangaroos Will Remailn Kangaroos.

TO THE PEOPLE--A number of slobs to-
gether at corner of Third Street and Ave, C,
and arranged an open-air meeting last Friday
night.

It seemed to me that it was purposely ar-
ranged to discuss the beer question.

The chalrman who was In great spirits re-
marked that the workingmen of this country
must unite as workingmen do in other coun-
tries: and that werkingmen produce all wealth
and receive In return for their labor one-fourth
of what they produce, for instance, he said,
if you make 5 gallons of beer you are com-
pelied to pay 10 cents with the tax for 1 pint.
1 belief,” he sald, “‘that If you tmake i gal-
lons of beer you should drink alles vat you
make: T am a good member of the Brewing's
Cnion und 1 KNOW vat 1T KNOW is right.”

He then introduced a would-be candidate for
alderman with a garae leg, This kangaroo
quoted statistics of the ‘‘liquor problem,” say-
ing "'If 400 men go on strike for four days,
there is & total loss of 4.%00 pints of beer to
saloon-keepers,”’ belng quite sure: he said,
that every workingman drinks 3 pints of beer
a day. “1f workingmen fight the capitalists,™
sald he, “'in the way they ought to, by uniting
into a political party. they would be to-day
FREE from all taxes.”” He finally wound up,
bv introducing the Hogus People to the by-
standers. but none bit.

Another speaker at this meeting was an
Anarchist. He sald so himsell. He said that
although he was an Aoarchist that did not pre-
vent him from being broad-minded.

MAX BERGMAN.

New York, Sept. 16,

Corrchorative.

TO THE PEOPLE.--Your correspondent,
who singns “Actlve” in last Sunday’s PEO-
PLE, hits the nail st the head: only he for-
got some of the Assembly Districts, For in-
stance, the 13th. With & membership of only
7 in good standing, the Kangaroos cast—ac-
cording to their Bogus People—12 votes.
Where they get them from, [ don't know.
They might have seen some of thelr pre-
vious members who last year registered as
Tammany Hall men.

GEO. LINK,

609 Tenth ave.
New York, Sep. 7.

The Party on Top in Pa.
TO THE PEOPLE.—Schulberg will reach
Pittsburg the 13th of October where he will
remain a few days, thon he will go to Erie
where he will commence an agitation tour
for two weeks in Erie and Mercer Countles,
and return to Pittsburg by way of New Cas-
tle where he will hold several meetings and
close the campaign in and around Pittsburg.
Immediately after the election he will again
make & tour of the State. Thus you can see
that the sction of the faction of
Philadelphia in their t to hamp the
Stute Committee in the work of agitation
and organization, and with & view to fo
us to ust

posite effect.
sades with renewed energy and
tion to push the work more lv.?lmmlly than
ever, It has pot only resul in bringing
fn suficlent funds to keep the organizer in
the feld, but funds are coming in sufciently
1o enable the State Commitiee to carry their
case against the bogus candidai's to
Dauphkin County court where we il fght
cessfal Issue, and the candidates

e T ate s

v et

state -’nﬂ-ury did not dare to make
late circular published in

l Joke.

had any.

As was shown by the last gquarterly report
the party organization was never 1o bettsr
shape, and again in spite of the allegna
“eritical condition.” We will also show by
this present monthly financial report that
the same excellent condition still obtalns,
This monthly financial report, as was the last
Quarterly report, will be itemized, showing
the party members whers the funds come
from and how expended.

We failed to see such a report in the cir-
tulur'ulau.-: tf:y. the selt ftuted \
tee of la akirs and tax-payers, but thie
evidently Is anuther * u':rzt.

VAL, REMMEL.

Pittsburg, Pa., Sep. 2.

LETTER-BOX.

Off-hand Answers to Correspon=
dents,

(No questions will be considered that coms
in anonymous letters. All letters must carry
4 bona fde signature and address.)

Q. Lﬁ:s':;'m_ax - 'I'HE‘PEOPLS goos to
ress ars: OIrnir g, aa usual.
qw should be able te get it on ume."

W. F. 8., CLEVELAND, O.—It is uot & cese
of “straining & point.” Matters of that naturm,
not here by Tuesday, can't go in that week.

B. H,, PHILA., PA.~The suggestion Is good;
an arthote on the several phau-‘u in pr‘odnmon'
and consamption, with aa eye upon the “‘ie-
cidence of taxation.”” will be gotten up &8 S0OR
as time allows: but we prepare you to find
sotme of your ideas roughly treated.

MAX MORRIS, SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.-~
It 18 not Mkely that to your question—1s not the
Volkszeltung™ element controlled by bour-
Reols sentiment—you l‘mg‘ly wish an aye or
nay arswer. To deal with your question as
We suppose you desire would take up too much

space In this column.
It ia bourgeols Interests

mln 4 few words:
at govern the “Volkszeitung'' element. Th
Is noticeable by the absurdly exaggerated u::
vxaggeratedly absurd position it took wupos
taxation, claiming that the average workings
TAN's family pays now over $100 taxes & year:
that is purely a bourgeols bugaboo. It also ap-
pears from their trade union attitude: the
Pure and Simple" trade unlon s the bour-
geols caricatured: and also from its nationals
ization A Ia Glasgow attitude. This bourgeoln
instinet is at the bottom. It is essential that
one allow not that fact to be concealed through
the villainies of the villainous elements that
have flocked to the support of those baurgeols
interestr. The obscene Interests of dlarepul-
able European and npative adventurers, ef
shyster lnwyers, aud of scores of similar char-
acters that, together with the bourgaols, cons
stitute Kangarcoism, have ralsed svch a e
tracting dust of villainy that tae suporficlal o=
server might fatl 1o see the essontial polni:

{ the bourgeols needs of the Kangaroos,

S, M., DENVER, COLO.~You missed the
The cool efirontery with which Comcade
Schulberg claimed that “five minutes warniug
had to be allowed a spsaker, according to thy
Constitution of the United States,”” was & jako
practised ou tne policeman. “The policeman bes
ing Impressed thereby, his not having « wal i
to do the timing, apd the speaker thereu
thming himself at his ample lelsure, —all that
consiitutes & very racy episode In the Yarty's
strupgle for Free Speoch. Of course, there I8
no such law,

T. N. T., LOS ANGELES, CAL.--Tho mis-
take arose from your ietter belng written on
the letter heaa of the lecretary of the Sec-
tion. We should have koown that A. E. Nor-
man is the secretary.

H. 5. VANCOUVER, B. C.—James R. Sov-
ereign's record is in THE PEOPLE of 1805-9¢
quite full. He is essentially bourgeols in his
cconomics;  knows only 9hmn about the
working class interests. Write to Morgan of
the “‘Morgan’s Buzz Saw,"” Little Rock,
Arkansas, and he will inform you how dis-
honorable a politiclan the man is. He is In
the Labor Movement for revenue only. If he
could make a lving more casily selling pea-
nuts, he would be a peanut vender. There ia
no ;elllncu whatever to be placed upon his
word,

G. K., MILWAUKEE, WIS.—Henry Austin,
the author of that masterly article in *‘The In-
dependent’ on ““The Socialistic Thorn in Tam-
many's Side,”” was the Editor of the Doston
“Nationalist,”

8. L., BROOKLYN, N. Y.-~As there are over
60 subdivisions of Eectlon Oreater New York,
it has long been found hard to lnsert their va-
rious reports in THE PEOPLE, all the more
as the reports of the Section take up consider~
able space. If the reports of all these sub-
divisions were inserted, there would be no
room left for any other Section In the county
in the offcial column. If the report of one
of the subdivisions Is accepted, that of all the
others would have to be accepted, and that
you will realize there Is no room for. Only
important announcements can be taken.

K. K., BUFFALO, N. Y.—The trouble with
at least 9 out of every 10 of Liur opponents is
that they are disingenuous, they are not frank,
they dare not be frank. They not sa
what they really are after, hence they conceal
their point behind = dust of false issues.
Thal's an experience of long, long standing.

“8, L. P. MAN,” CINCINNATI, O.—A Party
member, particularly a Party officer, can not
hold intimate and friendly Intercourse with an
active Kangaroo without justly drawing upon
himself the suspicion of being culpably weak.

HENRY SALE, CHICAGO, ILL.—The state-
ment of Section Chicagn, 8. P., will be
pablished in THE PEOPLE of October 8. Came
too late for this Issue.

R-R, YONKERS, N, Y.—Both their “‘party’
and their “organs'’ are expiring. Why, the
N. E. C. hasn't met for & weeks. There's
nothing to meet on or for. And as to thelr
BDogus, why you can hear its death-rattle, they
admit It themselves. Even their ‘‘Volks-
zeltung’’ s rushing down: overburdened by
increasing  debts; its creditors clamoring
around It for moaeys that they can not get;
its advertisers abandening it an® its advertis-
iny agents put to their wits' end to wheedle
new ones and falling: its circulation drop-
plog: Its deficit increasing; in short, the de-
ccnt Germans repudiating it fast, it may ex-
piode any day, and won't last long anyhow,
T {E PEOPLE, growing every day, Is f:m“
their epitaphs ready: these are all the
inkstand on this desk; need but to be dipped
out.

'DIEBOLD SAFE & LOCK CO.

¥. w. BEADLE, Agent.
79 DUANE ST., " AW

DIEBOLD SAFE & LOCK CO.

Prices LOW, Easy TirMS. L
§ [GKSTER E
< AKD' m%. ?
~ : »
P
; 5t cieam g¢ §

72 AVE. B.,, New York
A box of 25 samples sent to any address ms
the U. 8. upon receipt of one Dollar.
Exclusive Territory lo Agents.

DR. C. L. FURMAN,
...Dentist...
(21 Schermerhorn St., Brookiyn, N. Y.

Telephone Call, 1323 Spring.

JULIuS HAMMER,

304 & 6 RIVINGTON ST,
COR. OF LEWIS §T,,

NEW YORK
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{ l\: sccretary, o1 Beekman

NATIONAL
Henry  Kuhs,
street, N.OY.

NATIONAL BOARD OF APPEALS (pro tem.)

A'--Tbumu Curran, Secretary, 64 Hanover
street, Providence. R. I
LABOR  PARTY OF CAN-
socA‘IA"kEE} B. Bartar, Secretary, 80 Rich-
mond street, London, Ont

3 NEWS COMPANY-—
hz?‘d 'nn{( ér‘dnon“trnl. New York City.

(The party's literarr sgency.)

NOTICE.~For techulcal reasons. no party
arpouncements can go in that are not in
*hi. ofics by Tuesdays, ) p. m.

NATIOVAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

Mesting of September 26th, with P.
Murphy Ifx the chair. Absent, Flebiger,
who is il and excused. The financial
report for week ending September 23rd
showed receipts $23.00; expenditures,

S
'S?K:nong the communications read,
there was one from the Virginia State
Committee.advising publication of spe-
cial Jeaflet for rural population. Secre-
tary was Instructed to confer with the
committee about this matter. Illinois
State Committee sent word about re-
fractory action on the part of Section
Pekin, &nd also that “Arbejderen Pub-
lishing Co." of Chicago refused to re‘?og-
nize the State Committee. Since “Ar-
bejderen’’ is the Danish Party organ,
the secretary was instructed to look
into this matter.

Section Adams, Mass. (German), re-
ported that they had recognized the
Kangaroo committee, Moved to sus-
pend; carried. Report from Massachu-
setts has it that Kangaroos attending
State Convention under Massachusetts
election law, bolted the convention
when they found themselves in a hope-
less minority.

The attention of the sections is here-
with called to the Marx picture adver-
tised by the N. Y. Labor News Co., 147
East Twenty-third street, New York
City. No section should fail to send for
a copy, and they are then sure to take
up and push Its sale, the picture being
one of the best of its kind ever issued.

The following Sections reported their
vote on the San Francisco convention
resolutions: Pheenix, Ariz.; Rockvale,
Pueblo, Leadville, Col.; Bridgeport,
Conn.; Richmond, 'Ind.: Collinsville,
Glen Carbon, Moline, I1l.; Paducah, Ky.;
Groveland, Somerville, Salem, New
Bedford, KEverett, ™Mass.; Oneonta,
Peekskill, Yonkers, N. Y.; Columbus,
Ohlo; Figart, Homestead, Braddock,
No. 1, McKeesport, Suterville, Grove
City, Rankin, Pa.; members at large
in Massachuscits and Connecticut, cast-
ing & total vote of 30 in favor of the
San Francisco preposition and 270
against. The grand total now stands:
71 in favor and 461 against.

The vote cast for delegate to S. T. &
I. A. convention was 742 in favor of
D. De L2on aud 1 against.

JOHN J. KINNEALLY,
Recording Secretary.

CONNECTICUT.

ROCKVILLE.—The below is our ticket for
the Town election:—
Selectmen.—Melvin C. Dronson, Charles C.

Zaus.
Town Clerk,—Louis Koelsch.
Tax Collector,-~-Willlam Suessbrich.
Agent and Treasurer of Town Deposit Fund,
~—Herman Miller,
Qulwr.—llg_rmn Backofen.

»

B Henry
Batz.
board of Relief,~Hugo Mueller, Martin
Falter.

Registrar of Voters,—Charles Backofen.
Ci Emil 8 Emil

) Kohl-

haase. Wililam Kittel, Ludwig Kogel.
School Visitor,—Max z-chernlﬁ.

Grand Jurors,—Hugo A. Mueller, Charles
Backofen, Gustave Ralsch.

The election is on October 2. In 1898 we
golld 270 votes, or 18 per cent. of the total.
Not
ocra

unlikely we shall this year beat the Dem-
te. C. B.

ILLINOIS.

CHICAGO.—Attention! Socialists and wage-
workers are invited to attend a public meet-
lnf":: Fitzgerald's Hall, Halsted ave. and
A street, Sunday, October 1, 2:30 p. m.
Subject, ““Necessity of Organization and What
It Tmplies."

PAUL KRETLOW, Org. Sect. Chicugo.

SECTION CHICAGO—at ‘ts regular meet-

. Sep. 22, adopted the fudowing resolytion:

EREAS, Section Chicago has recpifed no

to the lon addressed Aug.

15th to the Worker's Call Publishing Assocla-

tion, therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the “Worker's Call” is in

no way connected with Section Chicago
L P CHAS. A. BANSTIAN,

’
Sec.

NEW JERSEY.

HUDSON COUNTY—Socialist Club will open
its new headquarters at 548-550 Newark ave.,
Jersey Cig. on Saturday evening, September
233, All Party members are requested to be

E. F. WEGENER, Organizer.

ECTION HUDSON COUNTY.—The same
will hold the tonovluf open-air meetings:

Jlondg‘. Oct. 2,—Fulton and Jackson aves.,

ersey Clty. }

”l:o:&u.‘ Oct. '-‘-Hontxmnry and Hender-

, Jersey 2
{. Oct. S.—I‘ulle and Johnson aves.,

Jei City.
mnnﬂu. Oct. 4,—Hobcken.

Wednesday, Oct. 4,—Oakland and Jefferson
aves., Jersey City.

Thursday. Oct. 5,—Weehawken.

, Oct. 6, —~West Side and Falrmount

ave,, Jersey City,

Saturday, Oct. 7,—Harrison.

E. F. WEGENER, Organizer,
.

PASSAIC COUNTY SECTION.—HeM a con-

ventlon at 324 Straight street, on the 25th of

tember. and  nominated  Christopher

- Maguire, Jacob H. Schmitters, Ulrich Freun,

aud Emil Raver for members of assembly for
the November election.

The people are all complaining of hard times
her. Silk is very dull, wages are being re-
duced, and the ties of the present sys-
tem are made manifest all about us. Two of
our silk mills are in the hands of receivers:
at & number of mills, when warps are out, the
weavers are told to take their tools home with
them, as they may nteed them. before their
looms will be ready again, which means—:hey
are disch i

The workingmen will soon vote for the S, L.
P.wllcht in l;:unon. W

‘e are to have our it campaign meetin,
‘Wdudu evening, September 26, at wu.f
on.

Last Friday evening the Central Committes
passed a motion to send THE PEOPLE 250
coples) to non-socialists every three morths,
until the presidential campaign Is over, which
will make 1200 families to have 3 months’

soclalistic reading matter, outside of pam-

K oy &
L3 r n n W

1t will not um«-l’u,mm. i e

The roos advertised a meeting for

:omy. ; rnoon, but u.lhcr: were only

persons present, speaker, & man from
Prooklyn. thought it was a fallure,

not -5'5- ll-:ﬁ. i = :':: "
axpects send L3

resentat! the legisia -333

ve 10
Ing for it this fall.
RICHARD BERDAU, Organiser,

NEW YORK.
NEW YORK CITY.—
OR! 1ITY.~Postpened meeting

ot
ttee Section New Y will
.mwa.:'ia;

OPEN AIR MEETINGS.—For week ending
October 6, 1898: ‘

Monday, Oct. 2.
15th Assembly [istrict—16th street and Av-
enue
20th  Asscemibly District—36th street and 2d

avVe,
4th Assembly District—Monroe and Jack-
500 mireets.

Tuesday, Oct. 2. A

Mth Assembly District—$4th street and 1s:
ave.

26th Assembly District—74th street and Ist
ave,

25th Assembly District—82d street and 1st

ave,
Wednesday, Oct. &
16th Assembly District—7Tth street and Av-

enue B,
Jith Assembly District—I1ith street and Av-

« B.
mltf';l'h Assembly District—ith street and 24
ye,

Thursday. Oect. 5.
17th Assembly District—52d street and 0Oth

“l;'th Ansembly District--67th street and Am-

dam ave.
“;;th. Assembly District—3Sth street and Sth

ek Friday. Oet. 6.
Tirooklyn, Droadway and Manhattah ave.
Brooklyn—Myrtle ave. and Bedford street.

TO BROOKLYN COMRADES.—The lecture
season of the American Branch No, 1. 8. L. P.,
Brooklyn, reopens on Sunday, Oct‘. 1, 1899,
5 p. m.. at Wingler's Hall, 215 Washington
strect, with go address by A. 5. Brown on
“The Class Struggle.”

QUEENS COUNTY-NOTICE — Primaries of
the Socialist Labor Party of Queens Connty
are hereby oalled to meet on Mouday, October
24, 1899, at 7 o'clock P. M., for the election
to the County Conventjon, to the second As.
sembly District Conveation, and to the gecond
Adermanie District Couvention st the follow;
ing places: 34 Ward at Turn Hall, College
Point ; 4th Ward at Tagland's Haall. Woohaven,
Each Ward s entitled to representation by 5
delegates in each sald Conventions.

The County Cinvention, the 2d Assembly
District Cenvention and the 24 Aldermanic
District Convention meet at Tagland's Hall
Woodhaven, on October 2d, 1899, at 9 o'cloek

o CHRISTTAN BAKKE.
Secretary Qu;enhco;my Commsttee

A Primary of the Socialist Labor Partr for
Long I«land City, will be held at Hinz'» Hll,
817 Moor Str., Sunnyswe, Long Island  ay,
Saturdey, September 30th, 1809, ut 8 P. M-, for
the purpose of electing delegates to County
Convenilon.

SING SING.—The convention of the 8. L. P.
for the purpose of nomirating an assembly-
man in the 3d Assembly District, County
Westchester, was held in Sing Sing, Septem-
ber 21. Comrade Stephen Cormack was elec-
ted chairman of the convention, Delegates
from the towns of Mt. Pleasant, Cortland,
and Ossining were present. Comrade C. C.
Crolly. of Pleasantville, nominated Comrade
Junathan C. Plerce, of Pleasantville, ard the
nomination was made unanimous. Short ad-
dresses were made by Comrades Crolly and
Davids, of Pleasantville: Riely Clark and
O'Nell, of Sing Sing, and District Organizer
Quolot, of Peekskill

HUBERT H. MEALING, JR.,
retary of Convention.

BUFFALO.—On Septernber 16 the S. L. P.
Lield its convention for the Judiciary, the Sth
Judieial District (Erie, Chautauqua, Cattaran-
gux, Orleans, Niagara, Geneser, Allegany, and
Wyoming counties). The delegates from the
several districts unanimously nominated the
following Comrades:

For Judges of the Supreme Court.—Max
Forker, James A. McKenzie, James W. Sharpe.

OHIO.

OPEN-AIR MEETINGS, CLEVELAND, 0.—
Week beglnning Oct. 24,
West Side.
Monday eve., Oct. 2,—Pearl street and Wade
ave,
Tuesday evening, October 3,—Clark awenue
and Swiss street.
East Side.
Wednesday evening, Oct. 4.—Becker
cor. Rliss.
Thursday evening, Oct. 5,~Central ave. and
Greenwond street.
Friday evening, Oct. 6,—Quincy street, cor.
of Linco'n ave.
Saturdey evening. O-t. 7,—Public Square.
Section Cleveland per Central Committee:—
FRANK FRIDAN, Organizer,
W. F. STEER, Secretary.

ave.,

PENNSYLVANIA.

PITTSRURG.—Comrade §. Schulberg ix just
closing a successful agitation tour in the
anthracid clal reglon, where he has been since
the 17th of August. This tour has been au
success in every respect; will begin & short
trip in the central coal fleld starting at Kane,
Tuesday 26. As Comrade Schulberg is a good
and clear speaker, Sections should, wherever
vossible, arrange for out-door mectings. The
tour is as follows:

Kane, Tuesday, September 26,

Du Bols, Wednesday, September 27.

Du Bols, Thursday, September 28,
Rockwayville, Friday, September 29,
Lance, Saturday, September 30
Hawk Run, Mounday, October 2.
Morrisdale, Tuesday. October 3.
Orecola, Wednesday, October 4.
Houtzdale, Thursday, October 0.
Figard, Friday, October 6.
Patton, Saturday, October 7.
Altoona, Sunday, October 8.
Altoonn, Monday, October 4.
South Fork, Tuesday, October 10.
Latrobs, Wednesday, October 11,
Jeannette, Thursday, Oectober 12.
Pittsburg, Friday, October 13.

I. ROMMEL, Secretury,

RHODE ISLAND.

PROVIDENCE,—Regular  Socialist
meetings of Branch 4, S. L. P., will pe held
in Knight of Pythias’ Hall, 350 Elmwogd ave.,
near Potter's, first Monday evonln&-ﬂ eacn
month, at § p. m. Subject for tober 2,
“Why I Am a Soclalist?"’ Questions asked by
anyone from the audience will be allowed.
All frierds and the public are cordiglly in-
vited to atten these meetings. Admission free,

WASHINGTON.

SEATTLE.~At a regular meeting of Sec-
tion Seattle, 8. L. P., held tember 13, 1899,
the following was upanimously adopted. and,
upon motion, it was ordered that & copy be
sent to each Section In thlnron. ebowing
them how Sectlon Seattle stands.
be added that these reasons are only sup-
plemental to the reasons given by the N. E. C.
(See THE PEOPLE of September 10, page 4.)

COMRADES:—There being now before the
Party for a referendum vote a p ition,
emanating from Section San Francfsco, for
& pational convention of the Party, to be held

class

not later than N p el |
attle herewith submits fis reasoms for oppos-
Ing the pro tion:

The resolution states that *‘it is immaterial
which faction In New York is right or wrong.”
We believe, on the contrary, that it 18 mate-
rial.  The preseut situation in the Party is
the result of & piracy by !t ! -
resented in New York by t‘r bogus N. E. C.
and the “Volksseitung.” in /Cleveland by the
suspended Board of Appeals and the “'Cit-
izen.'* to change the tactics of the Party. The
“Volkszeitung."” and the element it repre-
sents, had long shown & tendency to repudiate
the attitude adopted by our last national con-
vention toward economic organizations, by an
Almost upanimous vote, after a discusaion
lasting two days. In further treason to the
Party, it adopted an attitude of bourgeols
reform on the question of taxation.

When the N. E. C. had submitted to a

A similar situation to the one which ex-
Ists in New York is lable to huppen ut any
time in San Francisco, where the “‘Tage-
blatt,”” a paper published by German mem-
bers of cur Party. Is 30 loose in its tactics
A% to be practicaliy neutral between the S.
L. P. and the Debs Party.

Should the resolution ralling for the cou-

_wenution have the necessary majority it would

be tantamount to declaring the Party at the
merey of any conspiracy that might be organ-
1zed against it at any time. whether it be of
labor-fakir origin. or of capltallst origin. or
of both. There 18 no necessity for a con-
vention. The matter has been dealt with by
the N. E. €., as it only could be dealt with;
to deal with it otherwise would have been
10 declare its incambetency. The traitors have
been expelled from the Party] go iato con-
vention with them we cannot, apy more than
we could go Into convention with the element
that has been expelled heretofore and that
i# now in Debs’ pocket edition of & party.
The loyal element In the Parly needs, no
convention—there |3 nothing to consider at
thix time; only the conspirators sind the sym-
pathizers nced one, The argument of the
main supporters of the convention. that the
legality or fllegality of the alleged suspen-
sion of officers is in dcubt. is plainly a
subterfuge, as & reference to our constitution
will show: the conspirators themsclves admit
the illesality. ;

One of the Sectiona Indorsing the San Fran-
cisco resolution—Sestion ©anta Clara County.
Cal.—has, upon mature dellberation, recon-
sidered its endorseraent.

The Section itself Jrom which the proposi-
tion emanated—-Section San Wraneisco- & not
pow in good standivg with the Party, having,
since adopting the reeplutinn criling for a
convention, through its City Central Com-
mittes, on August 24, by a vote n! 13 to 11,
derided to support 'b~ Kangaren N, E. C.

COMRADES, VOTE IT DOWN!

Section Seattle, 8. L. P.o—

JACOR OLCOVICH, Chairman.
JWM. H. WALKER, Sccretary,

WINCONSIN.
MILWAUKEE—-An {important meeting of
Section Milwaukee, S L. P., will take place
Sunday afternoon, October 1st, at 3 o'<lock,
at Kalser's Hall on Fourth street,
State and Prairie streets.  Every
should attend. as the vote on the
convention is to be taken.
RICHARD KOEPPEL, Organizer,

between
Comrade
proposcd

DO ATIONS TO THE PEOPLE.

Previously acknowlodgea ..............$1,206.21

List No. 242, Sectior riudson Co., N. J.
Thomas Jacob I
John Hossock .
Schmid .......
G. Widmayer .

Arthur Mende .
G. P. Herrschaft,
Schroeder ...... .
H. A. Schroeps.
Max Fackert
Raob. Duncan, Hartford, Conn.
Sam. Snyder. Paterson, N. J..
BT ROIIDINN,  Cht Y ooe s o s isirssan
K. N. S. Waterbury. New Haven
Grant Fleld, Peekskill, N. Y....
Albert Swansen, Yonkers, N. Y,
Frank A. Pearson. Yonkers, N. Y.
Eirito Cigar Fa o
C. C. A, Clty.

Jr.

1.0

S. T. & L. A, Convention,

The greater part of the work of the con-
vention of the Soclalist Trade & Labor Al-
llance was devoted 'o a thorcugh overhauling
of the constitution, A number of important
changes was the result of the deliberations
had by the commitiees on law and on state
of the orranization and by the convention
fteelf. Of the amendments adopted the fol-
lowing are of importance:

NATIONAL TRADE ALLIANCE.

The institution of National Trade Alliances
was created. An N, T. A. may be formed by
5 or more Local Alllances of the same trade
attached to at least two District Alllances.
No L. A. shall be admitted to a National
Trade Alllunce, unless it is aMijated with the
District Alliance of its district, If such ex-
ists. All details of management are to the
Local Trade Alllances interested, who may
make by-laws subject to the approval of the
General Executive Board.

The National Trade Alliance shall be en-
titled to representatfon in the natiopal con-
vention by one delegate,

FINANCES.

The regular per capita tax was increased
from ope to two cents per month. For the
collection of dues stamps shall be issued by
the G. E. B. In denominations of 2 cents and
15 cent (for weekly payment) and uniform
membership books, {ssued by the G. E. B,
shall be used.

The annual mileage tax was increased from
4 to 5 cents per member., This tax shall be
paid during the mouth of June. The mileage
tax receipts sh#ll be apportioned on a basis
of an equal ratio to every delegate.

OFFICERS.

The membership of the General Exccutive
Board was reudeed from 9 to 7. The G. E.
B. shall decide on all appeals, subject to a
final appeal to the next convention.

The officers of the D, A. shall be, a District
Organizer, a Secretary, a Treasurer, a Ser-
geant at Arms, an Auditing. & Grievance, and
an Organization Committee. Other off~ors
may be elected in the discretion of the D, A,

Local Alliances shall elect an Organizer, a
Secretary, a Financial Secretary, a Treasurer,
a Sergeant at Arms, an Auditing, a Grievance
and an Agitation Committee, and may elect
other officers.

OFFICIAL ORGAN.

Each District Alliance and each L. A, is re-
quired to subscribe for one copy of the of-
ficlal organ of the S. T. & L. A. At each L.
A. meeting the chairman shall urge mem-
bers to subscribe. Where the Initiation fee
is suficlent, the L. A. shall furnish the of-
ficial organ to each new member for six

months.
GENERAL VOTES.

A general vote may be ordered by the G.
E. B. on its own motion or upon motion of 3
District Alliances or of 15 L. A.'s belonging
to 3 different trades and D. Al's.

The new constitution shall go Into effect,
unless a general vote be demanded In ac-
grdnncc with above provision before Novem-

r 1st.

The revision of the constitution oceupled
most of the second. third, fourth, and last
days of the convention,

On Thursday, the fourth day, the cousider-
atlion of the constitution weas interrupted to
hear the report of the Finance Committee,
which confirmed the accounts of the Treasurer
showing receipts for the year from August
11, 1898, to August 1, 1899, amounting to
$1.216.48 (Including $91.27, on hand August 11,
1888), and expenditures amounting to $1130.61,

The receipts per month, as shown by the
Treasurer's books, were as follows:

August, 1898 .. B
September, 18938 3
October, 1888 .. ” £t
November, 1888 iy
December, 1598 113.15
January, 1899 25.82
February, 1899 50
March, 1899 80.57
April, 148,65
May, 1899 1TLE6
June, 1599 17878
July, 1899 .. 191,05

ELECEION OF OFFICERS.

At the Friday session the convention pro-
reeded to the election of oficers for the ensu-
ing term.

New York having again been chosen as the
seat of the headquarters of the S. T. & L. A,
the following comrades were elected:

General Secretary —Willlam L. Brower.

General Treasurer.—Patrick Murphy.

Members,—Daniel De Leon. Arthur Keep,
Ella Reeves Cohen, Hugo Vogt.

NEXT CONVENTION. y

Pittsburg was the only city nominated as
the place for the next convention, and was

o

referendum vote of the Party the
whether it should demand from the Social-
iut! Association the
national organs,

lc Co-operative Publishing
Tty of the Party (our
E PEOPLE and ‘'Vorwirts''), which refer-
endum proposition

!
ing the N, E. C.
situstion in the Party is at bottom one
t represented in New
" could have made

o
JECOR NERRLICH & BRD.,
Untertakers and Embalmers,

506 Gth 5L, near Avenue A
Telephone Call: 1173 Spring. 57

BRANCH: 332 E. 86th St

so to change of the
m :‘l':h _next regular coavention: it could
. 1al con T
that about. But that did pot sult it
burpose: st realized, from the way the vote
®as golng on the proposition pending when
It made it abortive coup, that it could not
m to change the ucdu of le-
y, and being a rule or ruln slemect, it
to capture the Party, coustitution or

i

;

20 constitution.

L Goldmano's Printing Offcs

Cor. New Chambers & William Sts.,

o VI Ty kg Mo

j German and Engliah,

SOCIALIST LABOR PARTY

—0F THE—

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

PLATFORM.

The Socialist Labor party of the United States, in Convention assembled,
re-asserts the inallenable right of all men to life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness.

With the founders of the American republic, we hold that the purpose of
government is to secure every citizen in the enjoyment of this right; but in
the light of our social conditions we hold, furthéermore. that no such right can
be exercised under a system of economic inequality, essentially destructive
of life, of liberty and of happiness.

With the founders of this republic. we hold that the true theory of politics
is that the machinery of government must be owned and controlled by the
whole people; but in the light of our industrial development we hold. further-
more, that the true theory of econcmics is that the machinery of production
must likewise belong to the pecple in common,

To the obvious fact that our despotic system of economics is the direct
opposite of our domngrmic system of politics, can plainly be traced the extst-
ence of a privileged class. the corruption of government by that class, the
alienatiou of public property, public franchises and public functions to that
class, and the abject dependencve of the mightiest of nations upon that class.

Again, through the perversion of democracy to the ends of plutoc .y,
labor is robbed of the wealth which it alone produces, is denied the means
of self-employment, and, by compulsory idleness in wage slavery, is even
deprived of the necessaries of life.

Hurlnan power and natural forces are thus wasted, that the plutocracy
may rule.

Ignorance and misery, with all their concomitant evils, are perpetuated
that !l}e people may be kept in bondage.

Science and invention are diverted from their humane purpose to the
enslavement of women and children.

Against such a system the Socialist Labor party once more enters its
protest. Once more it reiterates its fundamental declaration that private
property in the natural sources of production and in the instruments of
labor is the obvious cause of all economic servitude and political dependence.

Tlg(- time is fest coming, however, when in the natural course of social
evolution, this system, through the destructive action of its failures and
crises on the one hand, and the constructive tendencies of its trusts and
other capitalistic combinations on the other hand, shall have worked out its
own downfall,

We, therefore, call upon the wage workers of the United States. and
upon all other honest citizens, to organize under the banner of the Socialist
Labor party into a class-conscious body, aware of its rights and determined
to conquer them by taking possession of the public powers; so that, held
together by an indomitable spirit of solidarity under the most trying con-
ditions of the present class struggle, we may put a summary end to that
barbarous struggle by the abolition of classes, the restoration of the land
and of all the means of production, transportation and distribution to the
people as a collective body, and the substitution of the Co-operative Com-
monwealth for the present state of planless production, industrial war and
soclal disorder; a commonwealth in which every worker shall have the free
exercise and full benefit of his faculties, multiplied by all the modern factors

of civilization,
Resolutions.

With a view to immediate improvement in the condition of labor we
present the following demands:

1. Reduction in the hours of labor in proportion to the progress of
production.

2. The United States to obtain possession of the mines, railroads, canais,
telegraphs, felephones and all other means of public transportation and
communication: the employees to operate the same co-operatively under con-
trol of the Federzl Government and to elect their own superior officers, but
no employee shall be discharged for political reasons.

: 3. The municipalities to obtain possession of the local railroads, fer-
ries, water works, gas works electric plants and all industries requiring
municipal franchises; the employees to operate the same co-operatively under
control of the municipal administration and to elect their own superior offi-
cers, but no employee shall he discharged for political reasons.

4. The public lands to be declared inalienable Revocation of all land
grants to corporations or individuals, the conditions of which have not been
complied with.

5. The United States to have the exclusive right to issue money.

6. Congressional legislation providing for the scientific management of
forests and waterways, and prohibiting the waste of the natural resources
of the country.

i ti‘4'. Inventions to be free to all; the inventors to be remunerated by the
ation.

8. Progressive income tax and tax on inheritances;
to be exempt.

9. School education of all children under fourteen years of age to be
compulsory, gratuitious and accessible to all by public assistance in meals,
clotuing, books, etc., where necessary,

10. Repeal of all pauper, tramp, conspiracy and sumptuary laws.
abridged right of combination.

11. Prohibition of the employment of children of school age and the em-
ployment of female labor in occupations detrimental to health or morality.
Abolition of the convict labor contract system,

12. Employment of the unemployed by the public authorities (county,
city, state and nation). ¢

13. All wages to be paid in lawful money of the United States. Equali-
zation of woman's wages with those of men where equal service is performed.

14. Laws for the protection of life and limb in all occupations, and an
efficient employers’ liability law,

15. The people to have the right to propcse laws, and to vote upon all
measures of importance, according to the referendum principle.

16. Abolition of the veto power of the Executive (national, state and
munliclpal)ﬁo;:herever it exists,

T tion of the United States Sen
R, ate and all upper legislative

18. Munieipal self-government.

19. Direct vote and secret ballotsin all elections.
right of suffrage without regard to color, creed or sex.
legal holidays.
duced.
enclig‘ All public officers to be subject to recall by their respective constitu-

21. Uniform civil and criminal law throughout the United Stat -
ministration of justice to be free of charge. Abolition of capital punf:ﬁm::t.

KARL MARX,

A Beautiful, Highly Artistic Lithographic Portrait
—
BLACK AND TINT
(Size, 21x28)
of the great teacher of Socialism has just left the press,

An Ornament for the Home. Suitable for Presents.

This Portrait is the work of ®ne of the foremost litho artists in New York, a
member 'oi L.A.170, S. T. £ L. A., who contributed his work gratis for the benefit
of the Party, thus enabling us to sell so excellent s picture

30 Cents Retail.

Liberal discount to Sections and Dealers,

Published by the NEW YORK LABOR NEWS CO., 147 st 23rd St., N. Y. City.

Sections should not fail to send for a copy and they will the.

the smaller incomes

Un-

Universal and equal
Election days to be
The principle of proportional representation to be intro-

at the low price of

push its sale,

READ THE PEOPLE:

How to Organize Sections,

All persons dissatistied with p;
political and economic conditions,
who believe that the land, water
gas works, teiephone and te)
lines, the commercial highways on
and sea, with all their appurte
and equipmeits; all the milly,
factories, muchinery, means of p
tion and agencies of distribution,
ed by the efforts of the laboriug clags
through all the centuries of the ¥
ought of right to be nationalized,
operated for the benefit of col)
humanity, and who are convinced that
the disinherited producing class
and must transform the capital
methods of production and distril
into a social and co-operative g sl
are hereby invited to identify them.
selves with the Socialist Labor kel
which alone goes to the root of og |
social and economic evils. Fisd

1 Any ten persons may organisy
themselves into a Section provided )b
accept the platform and constitution of
the S. L. F. and sever their connection
absolutely, with all other political pape -
ties.

2. OFFICERS TO ELECT.

1.—Organizer. A

2.-~Recording and Corresponding Seos
retary. *

3.-—Financial Secretary.
4.—Treasurer.

b.—Literary Agent.

6.—Chairman, each meeting. 3

ORDER OF BUSINESS,
1.—Reading of minutes,

2.—New members,

3.—Correspondence.

4.-~Financial Report.

5.—Report of Organizer.

6.—Report of Committees.

7.~Unfinished Business.

8.-—~New Business,

4. Thers shall be no initiation
charged. Amount of monthly dues
fixed by each Section. A monthly
mittance of ten cents per member
be mads to the National Exectﬂn
Committee i

5—A full report of the first m
including a list of members, with fa
closure of ten cents per capita is neces
sary to obtain a charter.

6. Per capita checks are furnished
by the National Executive Commities
at 10 cents each; such checks
pasted in monthly column on the
bership card, and charged to members.
at such excess rate as will cover the |
amount of dues fixed by the Section, |

7. Each Section shall hold a &l
business meeting at least once & ‘
and semi-monthly meetings for pul .
_discussion or lectures on political e
" economic questions. :

8. Quarterly reports of the numerhk
cal strength and financial aundln%
members, party progress and
pects, ghall be promptly sent to the Nas
tional Executive Committee.

9. Any person residing in a city or
town where no section of the
exists may make direct application to
the National Secretary, inclosing ons
month’s dues, and will thussbe el |
as member at large, f

For pamphlets, leaflets, platformse
and other information, address lh{
i

Natlonal Secretary, :
HENRY KUHN, i¥

61 Beekman street, New York méi

i

£

Irédas’ & Societies” Calendar, -

E——
Standing advertiscments of Trades Unlops = |

and other Socletles (not exceeding five loes) |

will be inserted under this headlug hereafter

at the rate of $5.00 per annum. 4
Orgariizations should not lose such an ope |

{mr(uuuy of advertising thelr places of meets
ngs. ot

GENERAL OFFICE, BOCIALIST TRADR
AND LADOR ALLIANCE: 23 Duane streel,
Roormm 96, New York City, General Seores
tary: Willlam L. Hrower. Financial Secre
tary., Murphy. General Executive o
Meetings: 1st, 3rd and Sth Thursday eves:
Ings at 8§ p. m. Secretary Doard of Al 3
i\:u Keller, 1018 Hope street, Philade!

a.

DAILY PEOPLE CONFERENCE meets my
second and fourth Monday, at & P. M.,
98 Avenue C, New York.

E. v
362 Canal street, Financial Secre!

SECTION ESSEX COUNTY, 8. L. P.
County Committee representing the 8
meets every Supday, 10 a. m., in the
of Essex County Soclalist Club, 78
fleld avenue, Newark, N, J.

HARLEM BOCIALIST CLUB, headquarts
of 324 and 334 A. D.'s, 8. L.
110th street, New York. Dusiness m
every Tuesday. Free reading room
from 7.30 p. m. to 10.30 p. m. every
Lng. Bubscriptions for this paper
are.

MUSICAL PROTECTIVE ALLIANCE,
1028, D. A. 49, 8. T. & L. A., Headq
79 East 4th street. Meetings every
at 12 o'clock poon. Fred. Hartmann,
ident; Aug. Lantz, Corr., Sec'y, )

_ﬂh.nroel.

NEW YORK MACHINISTS' LOCAL 14
T. & L. A., meets every socond and fols
Sunday, at 10 A. M., at 58 E. 1ith
Secretary K. Wallbere.

PROGRESSIVE CLOTHING cu
AND TRIMMERS' UNION, L. A. 68 of
& L. A. Heudquarters, 64 East 4th
Labor Lyceum. HRegular meeting 1st
3d Thursdays, at § p. m.

SKANDINAVIAN SECTION, S. L. P.
second and fourth Sunday of every
at 10.30 o'clock a. m., at Teutonls
Rooms, 158-160 Third avenue, New
City. Subscription orders taken for
Scand. Soclalist Weekly, Scand. Am. AS
betaren.

SOCIALIST SCIENCE CLUBR, 8. L. P.,
and th A. D.'s, Southeast cor. of 140th 8k
wod 3d Ave. Meeting every Friday at 8 P. &'

WAITERS' ALLIANCE ‘:LIBERTY.,” No.

T. & L. A. Office, 11% Second avesth
Telephone Call: 2321 Spring. Meets ever§
Thursday, 2 p. m.

8,

B

WORKINGMEN'S EDUCATIONAL CLUB
14th Assembly District. Business i
every Thursday evenlng, at § o'¢
the Clubhouse, 528 East 11th street.
lish lectures every Sunday evenling.
ing alley and billiard rcom open
evening. Visitors welcome.

Carl Klingelhoffer,

Graduate of the University of Berlin,

ANGEL:PHARMAC
74 Ave. A, Cor. S5th St,

Telephone Call, 1M5 Spring. NEW Y
«—Es 1850.—

H. B. SALISBURY,
COUNSELOR AT LA,
50 UNION SQUARE, NEW YORK CITY.

Office Workiagmen's Coop. Insur.
H::nzim:,uam&mrms

BROORAL YN

LABOR LYCEUN

949-955 Willoughby Avenue.
(Formerly €1-68 Myrtle St.)

Moeting Rooms. Large Hall for Mass
Dooks open fer Dalls and Ple-!

Weorkmen Patronize Your Own
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