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Eugene V. Debs' Position 
'Gene Debs is at one with those who stand true EVER since Eugene V. Debs entered prison the 

Right Wing has endeavored to make it ap­
pear that he is 

the class-conscious revolutionary Socialists of the 
world. The Bolsheviki were not mistaken when to the principles enunciated in the Communist 

Manifesto and 
we would only 
be too glad if all 
those who are 
loud m their 
prot est ations 
that Debs is with 

opposed to the 
actions of the 
Left Wing. In 
spite of his state­

ment in a recent 
issue of The 
Class Struggle, 
where he un­
qualifiedly en­
dorses the revo-
lutionary Social-
ists m Europe 
a n d declares 
himself to be at 
one with them in 
purpose and . in 
spirit, in spite 
of his declara­
tion on his way 
to jail-"1 EN­
TER THE PRISON 

DOOR A FLAMING 

REVOLUTIONIST, 

MY HEAD UN· 

BENT, MY SPIRIT 

UNTAMED AND MY 

S 0 UL UN C 0 N­

QUERABLE"-the 
Right Wing has 
persistently used 
his name to sup­
port all their ac­
tions. 

The great love 
for humanity 
which is the key­
note of Debs' na­
ture, and which 
must inevitably 
he the counter­
part of a pas­
sionate h a t r e d 
against the sys­
tem which op­
presses the 
w o r k e r s, has 
been used to rep­
resent him as an 
apologist for the 
compromising at­
titude assumed 
by the place-
hunting, 
getting, 

vote­
Jeffer-

sonian liberals 
who have too 
long controlled 
our movement. 

Herewith we 
;publish his let­
ter to Rose Pas­
tor Stokes, which 
she r e c e i v e d 
within the last 
few days. Un­
like the alleged 
letters q u o t e d 
against us by our 
Schei demanns, 
hut . never pro­
duced, this letter 
is an authorative 
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MY DEAR CoMRADE RosE: Days before I came here I intended to write in answer to your letter touching certain vital party U?-atters but I was kept ~o busy until the last moment that I was prevented from doing so. Under any other circumstances my silence would have been mexcusable, but pressed as I was by so many demands and not so well physically, I felt certain that you would u~derstand and ~ak~ generous allowance for my seeming remissness. In my present situation I am unable to write as I wo~ld Wish, nor do I t~!lk 1~ now nece~~ary since I am sure you know that in all the progressive changes, all the developments now takmg place your positiOn IS my posrtwn and I am with you in all things. 

and unsolicited document, and proves that now as 
ever Debs is true to the principles and teachings of 

they severed Debs from the officialdom of our 
Party in their invitation to the Third International. 

Party on the basis of 
ism. 

them, were in 
truth with him. 
Much as we ap­
preciate Debs' 
endorsement of 
the principles we 
espouse and the 
attitude we as­
sume at this 
time, it must not 
he taken that by 
him, our great­
est comrade, we 
are proven right. 
This is a ques­
tion of princi­
ples, not men, 
and Debs is as 
usual concerned 
only with the 
advancement of 
the cause of 
which he is such 
a brilliant and 
fearless advo­
cate. Debs stands 
for the princi­
ples of revolu 
tionary Social­
ism and we are 
proud to he as­

sociated with him 
and to make his 
alleged crimes 
our own. 

If he is guilty, 
we too are guil­
ty; our deter­
mination being 
one with his; to 
sweep away for 
ever the last foul 
vestige of Capi­
talism to the end 
that his dream 
and that of oth" 
er great rebels, 
may be realized 
in our time, and 
in his. 

Debs has al­
ways stood in 
the forefront of 
t h e American 
Socialist move­
ment, and the 
fact that he 
writes this letter 
is convincing 
proof that he 
does not consid­
er the formation 
of the Left Wing 
as a move to de­
stroy, hut rather 
as an effort 
to unite the 

revolutionary Social-
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Why Political Democracy Must Go 
I. 

MODERATE "Socialism"- Menshevism­
Right Wingism-is based largely on the the­

ory that the class struggle will be won by captur· 
ing the political power through the ballot-box­
that through a process of gradual, orderly prog­
ress, the election of candidates to office and the pas­
sage of social reform legislation, capitalism will 
grow weaker and weaker, and the Constitution will 
be amended into a charter of the Cooperative Com­
monwealth, or be peaceably abolished. 

The modern capitalist state, in the words of Marx, 
is "nothing less than a machine for the oppression 
of one class by another, and that not less so in a 
democratic republic than under a monarchy." 

This proposition was the rock upon which the 
second International split at the beginning of the 
European war. The dominant Moderate "Social­
ists " of all countries sooner or later embraced the 
formula that "political democracy is better than 
autocracy." In Germany the Majority Social 
Democratic leaders told their followers, "Russia 
threatens 'free ' Germany. We must mobilize 
against Tsarism." In France England and Italy, 
they said "Defend 'Democracy' against autocra­
cy. German militarism threatens us. This is the 
war that will end war." 

The class-conscious proletariat of all lands was 
ripe for mass opposition to the War. The workers 
knew instinctively that this War had nothing what­
ever to do with " democracy " or " autocracy "­
hut was merely an intense form of competition be­
tween two groups of world-grasping imperialistic 
Powers, struggling for control of markets which 
had been made necessary through the gigantic de­
velopment of Finance-Imperialism. 

Especially in America was this fact clear. Not 
by the remotest stretch of the Rooseveltian imag­
ination could the people he convinced that we were 
threatened by any "autocracy "-except indus­
trial autocracy, which had already captured the 
country. The United States declared war after three 
years of European conflict had brought home to the 
understanding of the class-conscious workers of 
neutral countries, with sickening clearness, the fal­
sity of the Wilsonian formula, "To make the world 
safe for democracy." 

In entering the War, the ruling class of the 
United States played the part of a banker who has 
heavily financed one of the two huge competing 
trusts, and who, to defend his investment, must 
throw in all his resources to get rid of the com­
petitor. 

Hence the St. Louis Resolution of the American 
Socialist Party-the mandate of the rank and file 
of the Party to the Party leaders, which was disre­
garded by them again and again as they surrend­
ered, little by little, their opposition to the War. 

The formation of the Left Wing, and its sharp 
call to the Socialist movement to abolish the social­
reform planks in Party platforms, has posed with 
cutting distinctness the question of whether or not 
we shall try to win Socialism by means of political 
democracy, making use of the capitalist State ma­
chinery. 

II. 
Let us for the moment examine the character of 

American political democracy. 
In this country, as in all modern "democratic" 

countries, there are two sides to government-politi­
cal and economic. The policies of modern "demo­
cratic" countries are dictated by the capitalist 
"interests." . 'As Woodrow Wilson has pointed 
out in his New Freedom, the government of this 

By John Reed 

country is in the hands of the great aggregations 
of capital. 

This process of concentration of wealth into the 
hands of the few began during the Civil War, 
when the manufacturers of munitions of war, the 
purveyors of provisions, and the speculators piled 
up colossal fortunes. This was the period when 
J. P. Morgan laid the foundations of his riches 
by selling defective rifles to the Government, and 
John Wanamaker by providing shoddy uniforms 
for the Union troops. The floating of Government 
War Loans, also, brought into the hands of a few 
bankers an immense fin'!nc_ial power. Immediately 
after the War, the looting of the South, the expan­
sion of industry, the girdling of the continent with 
railroads, the spoliation of natural resources, and 
the speculation in land, assumed vast proportions, 
and became glaringly apparent to the petit bour­
geoisie-the small property holders. 

This class then consisted largely of farmers. The 
rest of the population, when hard-pressed, could 
always leave the cities and go out on the measure­
less free lands of the West. So the first revolt 
of the small property holders was against land­
looting, and culminated with partial success in the 
Homestead Law. 

But the farmer was at the mercy of all the great 
interests. They controlled the railroads, the mar­
kets, the banks, the price of tools. In spite of the 
high prices paid for produce during the War, the 
farmer was badly in debt. He had not been able 
to purchase Government securities, but he had been 
forced to pay ruinous taxes, whose imposition was 
supported by the manufacturers in the towns, he­
cause they actually stimulated business. 

The new money-kings were manipulating the 
currency so that the Government would redeem the 
depreciated securities held by them, and throw the 
burden on the backs of the workers and the small 
property holders. This led to the beginnings of 
revolt against the great interests, in which the 
foundation was Cheap Money-Greenbackism, Pop­
ulism, and later, Bryan's Free Silver campaigns 
of twenty-five years ago. 

This is the real American ancestry of American 
Socialism, upon which were grafted the theories 
of Marxian and-predominantly-Lasallean Social­
ism brought from Europe by the Germans who 
emigrated after 1848; and the Fourierism intro­
duced by Albert Btisbane an,d Horace Greeley. 

The next revolt of the petit bourgeoisie in 
America was the Progressive Movement. This al­
so occurred after a war-in this case, a frankly 
Imperialistic war which marked the formal en­
trance of American capitalism into the period of 
Capitalist Imperialism. The whole period was 
summed up in the emergence of the great trusts 
during the administration of McKinley and Mark 
Hanna, the open advocacy of high tariffs, no longer 
to "protect infant industries," or to increase wages, 
but as a basis for the great monopolies of the means 
of production and distribution in the United States, 
and a weapon in the international war of Capitalist 
Imperialism-"Dollar Diplomacy." 

The Progressive Movement properly so-called, 
was a reform movement to reshape the Republican 
Party so that it would not be smashed by the 
growing hostility of the small property-holders, 
made desperate by the ruthlessness of Big Busi­
ness. It advocated all sorts of checks upon the 
power of Big Business-reform of the electoral 
laws, so as to give the small property-holders a 
voice in the government (initiative and referen­
dum, recall, direct election of Senators, Woman 
Suffrage) ; low tariff (a sort of modified Free 

Trade); and many other measures of relief, which 
were expressed with all their significance and all 
their short-sightedness in the various Anti-Trust 
Acts, Interstate Commerce Commissions, etc. 

La Follette was the strongest and most uncom­
promising leader of the Progressive Movement; he 
awakened, first, the small property-holders of his 
State, and then of the entire country. The great 
capitalists who at first fought Progressivism, 
finally realized the futility of open battle, and re­
sorted to their time-honored tactics of capturing 
the movement. Men like George Perkins, of the 
United States Steel Corporation-one of the most 
powerful of the trusts-financed the Progressive 
Party and became one of its leaders. To speak 
plainly, he bought it. Roosevelt, when in the 
White House, at first fought the Progressives. Be­
ing a shrewd politician, however, he soon saw 
that Progressivism was going to win, and took 
over most of the weapons in the Progressive armory, 
flourishing them aloft in the sight of all men, and 
emitting loud cries. The fight of Progressivism 
against the trusts assumed such proportions that 
it blocked the Morgan interests in their plans for 
consolidating the steel industry of the country in 
one huge, profitable and invincble trust. Where­
upon, the Morgan interests unleashed the panic of. 
1907, and the Government gave in. 

This was not the end, however. The Movement 
under La Follette assumed great proportions. More 
and more openly, with an ever greater and greater 
following, La Follette attacked Big Business. The 
plutocracy was frightened. It agents, Perkins and 
others, attempted in vain to check the growth of 
petit bourgeois revolt. Roosevelt, returning from 
Africa, was making a triumphal tour of Europe, 
among other things reviewing the Prussian Guard 
at the side of the Kaiser. Emissaries of Perkins 
went to meet him, and secret plans were laid by 
which La Follette was to be displaced. 

The opportunity arrived. La Follette, Progres­
sivism's Presidential candidate, was invited to the 
Publishers' Dinner in Philadelphia. There, with 
characteristic frankness, he told the editors and 
publishers of America that the press was controlled 
by Big Business uhich used it to exterminate the­
petit bourgeoisie.* 

This was the signal for Big Business to attack. 
The artillery of the great press, which had 
been conciliating its subscribers-the majority of 
whom were small property holders-by comment­
ing favorably upon Progressivism, now turned up­
on La Follette and blasted him with contempt and 
ridicule. And at the same time Perkins and the 
other leaders came out for Roosevelt as Progres­
sive candidate. 

The Republican Party, willing to lose rather 
than to adopt the La Follettism with which the 
rank and file of the petit bourgeoisie was infected, 
insolently suppressed the small property-holders in 
the Chicago Convention in 1912. The Progressives 
made a fight, but it was a losing fight, and they 
knew it, and so did the small property-holders all 
over the country, who, despairing of the Republi­
can Party, threw most of their support to the 
Democrats. 

Big Business knew that the small property-hold­
ers would probably elect the President and Con­
gress, but they also realized that the great trusts 

(Continued on page 7) 

• Although the press, especially the monthly magazines, 
had for years carried on the battle of Progressivism-the 
period of "mucking-raking"-by this time (1912), it had 
been pretty generally taken over by the great financial in­
terests, and had ceased its attacks on vested interests. I 
shall treat this question in a later installment. 
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Left Wing Notes 
THE Left Wing organization has decided to sup­

port the following nominees and ask all re­

volutionary Socialists to do likewise: 
For the National Executive Committee, 1st Dis­

trict: N. I. Hourwich, N. Y., Edward Lindgren, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., Louis C. Fraina, Bost:on, Mass. 

For International Delegates: I. E. Ferguson, Chi­
cago, Ill., John Reed, N. Y., Louis C. Frania, Boston, 
Mass., C. E. Ruthenberg, Cleveland, 0. 

* * * 
In view of the referendum on the State Executive 

Committee resolution to expel all branches and 

locals that have joined the Left Wing Section all 

the branches and locals throughout the State should 

make arrangements to have Left Wing speakers 

state our case. 
* * * 

Left Wing speakers can be secured by com­

municating with Maximilian Cohen, Secretary of 

the Left Wing Section, 43 West 29th Street, New 

York City. 
* * 

All Left Wing communications for this column 

should be addressed to Maximilian Cohen, 43 West 

29th Street, and should reach him not later than 

Tuesday morning for insertion the same week. 

* * * 
The City Committe of Greater New York passed 

the following motions at its last meeting, May 5, 

1919: 
(1) That a general convention be held for the 

purpose of amalgamating the six Locals of Great­

er New York. 
(2) That the representation to this convention 

shall he direct from the branches of each local, 

each branch shall have one delegate and an addi­

tional delegate for every 50 members in good 

~~~landing, and that each local and each branch of 

the six locals shall be notified to this effect. ' 
(3) That the convention be held not earlier 

than six or later than eight weeks from May 6, 

1919. 
* * * 

The following letter was received from the 2nd 

A. D. Branch, New York: "Comrades-At a well­

attended special meeting of the 2nd A. D., Social­

ist Party, called for the puq~ose of discussing the 

Left Wing Manifesto and Program and the advisi­

hility of affiliating ourselves as a branch officially 

with the Left Wing, it was decided by a roll call 

vote after a long and deliberate discussion by the 

members, that we officially so affiliate ourselves and 

elect two delegates to the City Committee of the 

Left Wing. 
"Elections for two delegates will be held this 

coming Friday evening, May 9, at our regular 

meeting. 
"Congratulating you upon our victory, I am 

"Fraternally yours, 
"ELIAS MARKS, Organizer." 

* * * 
Local Washington, D. C., has adopted the Mani­

festo and Program of the Left Wing. 

* * * 
Rose Pastor Stokes will speak at the weekly 

meeting of the 17th A. D. (unreorganized) to be 

held in the headquarters, 1538 Madison Avenue, 

near l04th Street, on Friday, May 9. 
On Monday, May 12, the Branch will hold a 

mass meeting at the Royal Lyceum, 10 West 114th 

Street. 
* * * 

We have received the following letter from 

Emanuel Blumstein, our informants insist that he 

was correctly quoted. We suggest that he take 

the matter up with the 17th A. D. which, in spite 

of his valiant efforts to the contrary, still remains 

very much alive. We will be glad to publish the 

result. 

"Editor of The Communist: In your article en­

titled 'Pink Terror' in connection with the re-or­

ganization of the 17th A. D., you have blackmailed 

me, saying that I have told the policeman in the 

front of Juliette Hall about the disrupters of the 

old 17th, that they are anarchists and do not be­

lieve in the constitution and they should be deport­

ed. I therefore demand conclusive proofs for this 

statement or an apology on your part for mis­

statement of fact. I only recollect of one instance 

when I was forced to leave the hall to help to pre­

vent one of the members breaking the glass in the, 

front door. The name of the member who tried to 

break the glass is Novick. 
"Hoping that you will give space in your next 

issue to this correction. 
"EMANUEL BLUMSTEIN." 

* * * 
RESOLUTION adopted by the Young People's 

Socialist League of Manhattan to be proposed 

by their delegate to the National Convention of the 

Young People's Socialist League of the United 

States. 
Whereas: The Young People's Socialist League 

of the United States is avowedly an organization 

for the purpose of preparing the youth of the 

working class for the struggle of the workers with 

their oppressors and for the final conquest of pow­

er by the working class; and to aid all other or­

ganizations whose purpose is the emancipation of 

the workers; and 
Whereas: The Young People's Socialist League 

of the various European -countries now in revolu­

, tion have been the militant. expression of the revo­

lutionary proletariat there, and 
Whereas: Revolutionary Socialism in practice 

h?s not only demo~r· · '•.ed ·the futility of social re­

form to strengthen the power of the workers, but 

has soown also that it is counter-revolutionary, and 

tends to bolster up the power of the master class, 

and 
Whereas: The Socialist Party of the United 

States, whose declared intention is the emancipa­

tion of the working class, has in the past, and is 

still pursuing a program of social reform, and 

Whereas: The Socialist Party of the United 

States has never given full recognition to the 

economic power of the workers as a means to their 

conquest of the political state, and 
Whereas: Revolutionary Socialism in practice 

has demonstrated that it is through the spontaneous 

LEFT WINGERS! 
HELP THE 17th A. D. REFURNISH 

ITS HEADQUARTERS 

WHEN the furniture was stolen from 
the headquarters of the 17 A. D. 

the members found themselves confront­
ed with the task of rebuilding, reorgan­

izing and at the same time continuing 

their propaganda. They refused an offer 

to return the furniture and set themselves 

to their task. They have worked untir­

ingly and spent their money unsparingly, 

but without outside help, they may fail. 

Will five hundred Comrades donate 
One Dollar each to help maintain this 
vitally necessa~y ,organization? 

Address All Communications to 

JULIUS CODKIND, 
133 East 97th Street; 

or to 

MAX COHEN, (for the 17th A. D.), 
43 West 29th Street 

mass action of the workers on both the economic 

and political fields, that the final struggle for po­

litical control is won, and 
Whereas: Revolutionary Socialism in practice 

has demonstrated that the workers can not use the 

machinery of the capitalist state to establish the 

cooperative commonwealth, and 

Whereas: Groups within the Socialist Party have 

organized for the purpose of forcing the Social­

ist Party to take a stand in conformity with the 

teachings of Revolutionary Socialism in practice, 

Therefore: Be it resolved that we the Young 

People's Socialist League of the United States in 

convention assembled do urge upon the Socialist 

Party of the United States the acceptance of the 

following principles: 
(1) Elimination of social reform planks from 

their platform. ' 

(2) a. A recognition of revolutionary industrial 

unionism, not merely as a mean of benefitting the 

immediate, economic conditions of the workers, but 

as a weapon in their conquest of political power. 

b. A general propaganda among the work­

esr for the above purpose. 
( 3) a. A recognition of the general mass action 

of the workers on all fronts as their final method 

of seizing the political state. 
b. An educational propaganda for the pur­

pose of guiding spontaneous mass action into revo­

lutionary channels. 
( 4) A recognition of the "Dictatorship of the 

Proletariat" as the only form of state through which 

the workers can function as a dominating class and 

establish the cooperative commonwealth upon the 

ruins of capitalism, and 

Be it further resolved that we shall aid with 

every means in our power the "Left Wing" 

groups within the Socialist Party in their work m 

capturing the party f?r Revolutionary Socialism, 
and • 

Be it further resolved, that we shall aid 

of education among the working class youth shall 

be based upon the recognized works of scientific · 

Socialism in theory, coupled with an interpretation 

of Revolutionary Socialism in practice as expressed 

by the principles and tactics of the Communist 

Party (Bolsheviki) of Russia, and the Spartacus 

Groups in Germany, and all other parties with 

identical principles which the Revolution from 

time to time developes. 

* * * 
DEAR JOHN REED: The Scandinavian Local, Du­

luth ( 400 members) and the Duluth English 

Branch (45 members) have indorsed the manifesto 

of the Left Wing and will give them much support. 

We welcome the CoMMUNIST and trust that ev­

ery local will order copies of same. We need the 

CoMMUNIST and it must be backed up. The work­

ers are tired of opportunism and want action. Must 

we stand idly by and allow them to be kept disor­

ganized or must we get busy and do something? 

Sure ses you and so say all of us. 

More power to the Left Wing. 

The justification of the Left Wing being formed 

is seen in the tactics of its opponents. They be­

long to the Right Wing, you say? About the only 
time they were Right. 

Fraternally yours, 
}ACK CARNEY. 

P. S.-Send to Jack Carney-Rex Hotel, Duluth, 

Minn., 100 copies weekly. 

A CORRECTION. 
We regret that in our last issue the poem "In 

Time of War" was erroneously credited to Louise 

Bryant, instead of to Marguerite V orach. We 

tender our apologies herewith. 
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The Productivity of Russian 
From the Russian Soviet Government's First Annual Report 

By A. Lomov 

(Continued from last week.) 

I T seems, that in spite of the whole sum of ex­
tremely unfavorable objective economic condi­

tions, the productivity of labor began to increase 
at the beginning of 1918 in a number of industries. 
And what is more, the increase of productivity is 
not a slightly noticeable process, but a very rapid, 
strikingly marked one. In the cast-steel industry 
the productivity went up in April, in comparison 
with January, 170%; in the cast-iron, 131%; in 
the hydraulic press industry 40o/o, and only in the 
car forging has it fallen 24%, and there on account 
of a number of causes of an external character, 
so to speak. January is the worst month. 
After it, there begins a rapid advance. These 
results have been the fruits of proletarian class 
self-reliance exclusively. Price-wages were firmly 
introduced by a special wage-fixing commission 
consisting of representatives of the professional 
unions and the technical personel ; " this commis­
sion very energetically," as the spokesman said, 
"undertook its task." The results can already be 
seen; though, as justly pointed out by the Kolo­
mensky workers, its work only began. 

Of the constant increase in the productivity of 
labor after the introduction of the scale, the rep­
resentatives of the Kolubaksky factory also spoke, 
stating as characteristic of the mood of the work­
ers in the factory, the following: "We recently 
had to make repairs which we thought would take 
two weeks, but the worken• made them in six days, 
and that under the worst conditions." 

Analagous are the data of .. other districts. In 
the Petrograd Westin!house factory, after the tran­
sition to piece-wages and the establishme11t of a 
form of output according to scale, the results 
showed themselves remarkably soon. In the smelt­
ing indu!try the report shows the following fig­
ures for 1918: 

In January there were produced ______ 3000 poods 
In February _______________________ 3400 poods 

ln~arch------------~-------------3886 poods 
In ApriL ________________________ _4000 poods 

i e., an increase in April as compared with January 

of 33%. 

Even at the Baltic factory, where the wages ai'e 
lower than in the factories of ~oscow, Petrograd 
and a number of provinical cities, "in the month 
of April it was proven that the workers in the mat­
ter of productivity," as the spokesman, Comrade 
Khromoff, indicated at the conference, "have pro­
duced almost twice as much as in ~arch, and we 
suppose that in the future, with a raise in wages 
up to the normal (the scale was not yet intro­
duced in that factory, the, productivity will rise 
even higher." Analagous information is given 
by the comrades from the evacuated factory " Phoe­
nix" in Ribinek, which in December, 1917, had an 
output of 62 cars, in January of 40, in February 
of 18, and in ~arch and April of 38 each respec­
tively. The cvmrades note the great work done in 
this sphere by the factory committees. Similar in­
formation we have from the Hartmann factory in 
Lugansk, where the workers' committee has suc­
ceeded in turning out-instead of three locomotives 
as in the Fall-13 locomotives. The comrades, 
members of the committees of the much suffering 
Petrovsky Soviet factories and ~akeefka (Min­
ing and Metallurgical "Union"), draw the same 
pictures of their establishments. At the Pet­
rovsky factory, after its nationalization and the 

granting of the first sums for the payment of wages, 
the productivity of labor began to grow, and to­
wards the end of April went up to 30-40%. In 
~akeefka, which was twice occupied by the Cos­
sacks and Ukrainians, the daily output of coal from 
the mines went up, from March to the middle of 
April alone, from 60,000 poods to 92,000, or over 
50%; and what is more, as the chairman of the 
workers' committee of the "Union," Engineer Ba­
janov wrote, "There is to be observed a tendency 
towards a further increase in the output of coal." 

The same conclusions are also characteristic of 
the Ural district. 

We have more detailed information regarding the 
Zlatoustovsky district. Here is the corresponding 
table of figures in poods: 

Pig-iron production: January February March 
Remade pig-iron ________ 343,962.32 173,885. 351,040.01 
Casting pig-iron --------- 37,854. 21,277. 41,354. 
Crude iron -------------- 18,724.08 8,285.30 17,125.39 

Martenovsky production: 
Martens bars-----------­

Pudling furnace production: 
Moulds ------------------ 37,401. 

Casting production: 
Pig-iron ca~tings: 

High furnace production __ 541. 
Cupola furnace production_ 25,099.05 
Steel fonding paste ------· 
Copper fonding paste ----- 803.01 
Various alloyage paste --- 2,085. 

Rolling production: 
Large sized production, 
Martens iron, pressed iron, 
Martens steel, 
Crucible steel ----------- 61,947. 

Middle-sort production: 
Martens square iron 
Martens steel 
Crucible steel 

22,460. 

19,180. 

332.29 
11,740.16 

332.33 
85.25 

960. 

147,134. 

29,095. 

1,367.10 
26,147.13 
1,726.29 

331.38 
1,207. 

35,916.82 48,192.79 

Tilted East steel pro,l· ~tion: 
Moulded, stamped ------- 49,800.16 25,581.88 38,331.08 

Projectile production: 
Production of 
various instruments 
in pieces: 

Also intrenching ---------147,028. 102,359. 149,264; 
The production of 
ammunition: 

Swords, daggers, etc. ---- 4,107. 2,889. 7,460. 
Hand-made products: 

Machine construction 
industry ----------------- 299. 218.11 

In surveying the present table compiled on the 
basis of the Soviet's reports, at the outset the ex­
treme decrease in output during February strikes 
one's eye. However, this is explained by the tran­
sition from the old Russian calendar to the new 
calendar, thanks to which the number of days m 
February shrunk to fifteen.* 

Taking this into consideration we note that in 
the Zlatoustovsky district the decrease in produc­
tion ceased, and now there is to be observed a 
reverse process of its growth in a number of in­
dustries, in the production of machines, instru­
ments, pig-iron; there is also an increase m the 
casting-house production, etc. 

The figures of the production of labor at the 
Ural Katav-Ivanovsky factory speak of the same: 

The casting of 
pig-iron 

January ---------------125,872 
February (15 days) ____ 71,919 
March ________________ 144,833 
April _________________ 145,454 

Average daily 
output 
4,723 
4,794 
4,761 
5,008 

The total amount of casted pig-iron, and its 
average daily output has considerably increased. 
It is interesting to note the correct growth of figures 
each month. It is also interesting to compare the 
figures of the productivity of labor of a factory 
in the three preceding years with the figures of the 
three and a half months of 1918. 

*Translator's note-The Russian calendar differed from 
the one prevailing in the west in being thirteen days be­
hind it. 
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""' 0 

bD bJl 

§ ~Q) ~ § 
·~ I ~ v ~ ~ 2 '""3 ·~ ~~ ro ~ o o 00 o bD 
- o:l ii: tl :::s- :::s ·~ ~--------------~P!o~od~s~P~oo-d~s~P~r~ec~e-s~P~o~o~~~s~P~ds 

1915 ______________ 1,938,682 182,000 167,434 21,475 
1916 --------------2,0ll,222 606,403 333,025 2,325 35,217 
1917 ______________ 1,868,041 570,272 352,173 8,347 40,580 
4 months of 1918_ 488.,078 196,213 108,741 3,504 11,132 
(Feb. 15 days) 

This proves that if the quantity of moulded 
pig-iron has decreased in comparison with the best 
year, 1916, still for the first three and a half months 
of 1918, about :!;,! of the pig-iron output for the 
whole year 1916 was moulded. As regards bars, 
founded pig-iron and the production of fire-stones, 
for the 3Yz months of 1918, the output was 
about 1/3 of the entire production of 1916. As 
regards founded steel, for the first 3Yz months of 
1918, the total amount of mouldings in poods ex­
ceeded by 50% the amount of mouldings for the 
whole year 1916. Thus in the first quarter of 1918 
there was clearly visible a process of gradual in­
crease in the productivity of labor. Furthermore, 
in spite of the acute insufficiency of the food sup­
ply, the productivity of' labor evidently continued 
to increase. For example, we shall submit the 
following data of the productivity of labor in a 
number of important Petro grad factories; the fol­
lowing table of figures was issued by the Obuchov­
sky steel mills: 

THE OBUCHOVSKY STEEL CASTING FACTORY 
Mar. Apr. May 
from 

the 15th 
Cars -------- 70 175 
Locomtives __ 1 
Pig-iron 

400 
2 

June July 
from fr~rn 

the 15th the 15th 
270 170 

1 

Aug. 

castings _____ 1,107 627 304 8 48 
Steel and iron_l,946 975 6,173 7,182 8,300 17,823 

The Westinghouse factory output of brakes: 

Brake devices 
Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. 

in poods ____ l,008 1,014 1,239 2,040 2,796 2,378 

The productivity of the Petrograd metal factor­
ies is characterized by the following figures: the 
productivity in a number of branches for July was 

70,000 poods, for Aug. 13,000; at the Equal fac­
tory the productivity increased 100-150%, at the 
Spiegal factory it increased 150-200%, at the Les­
ner factory it increased from Aug. to Sept. 65%, 
at the Nevsky tobacco factory the average monthly 
output for the first half of 1918 was 2,448 for 
July 5,180 poods, at the Moscow Luberetzky fac­
tory the productivity of labor has reached almost 
the pre-war standard. 

Speaking of the increase in the productivity of 
labor we none the less, cannot yet dream of a pro­
duction equal to that of peace times. The lack of 
raw materials and fuel, the acute hunger, the de­
terioration of the machinery could not but delay 
the process of the rehabilitation of industry. And 
neverth oless, at this writing, several factories are 
either approaching or have already attained the 
peace-time norm. To the number of such factories 
belongs, for instance, the famous nationalized Si­
mons-Schuckert factory. Let us examine in some­
what greater detail the work of this factory as a 
characteristic example of the rehabilitation of our 
whole industry. 

The February revolution and Kerenskyism found 
it in a state of slow disintegration. Up to the 
time of the October revolution, its production fell 
to about one-third or one-fourth of what it was be­
fore, and the intensity of labor "decreased almost 
one-half" according to the information of the de­
partment of Electro-Technique. 

[To be continued] 
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An Outline of the Communist International 
Adopted by the Congress of the Communist International in Moscow [March 1-6, 1919] 

I. 
THE contradictions concealed in the womb of 

the capitalist system, burst forth with tre­
mendous power in a terrible explosion-the great 
imperialist world war. 

Capitalism endeavored to overcome its own an­
archy through the organization of production. In­
stead of numerous rival employers mighty capital­
ist corporations were formed (syndicates, kartells, 
trusts) . The financial interests (or bank capital) 
united with industrial capital; the whole economic 
life was thus swayed by the financial capital oligar­
chy, which, thanks to its organization, became the 
sole ruler of the nation. Instead of free competi­
tion monopoly prevailed. The individual capital­
ist became the corporation capitalist. The insane 
anarchy of competition was s~pplanted by organ­
ization. 

But as the anarchy. of the capitalist system of 
production was substituted by· capitalist organiza­
tion in each individual country, the competitive 
combats, the anarchy, in world production became 
ever more acute, and the struggle between the best 
organiz~d robber states led to the horribl.e world­
war as a natural result. The greed for profit forced 
the world capitalist groups to fight among them­
selves for new markets, new sources of duties and 
raw material, the cheap labor power of the colon­
ial slaves. The imperialist states, which shared 
among·-rlreni the 'Whole world, and reduced to 
beasts of burden many millions of African, Au­
str 1lian, Asiatic and American proletarians and 

peasants, sooner or later had to expect to meet each 
other in a fearful conflict, sooner or later had to 
show the real anarchistic nature of capital. So or­
iginated the great crime-the robber world war. 

Capitalism endeavored to overcome its contra­
d~ctory social structure. Bourgeois society is a 
cl'ass society but capital in the great civilized states 
attempte~ to conceal the social contrasts. At the 
expense of the robbed colonial peoples capital cor­
rupted its wageslaves, created the reciprocity of 
interests between exploited and exploiters in rela­
tion to the subjugated colonies-yellow, black, and 
red colonial peoples-and fettered the European 
and American workingclass to the imperialistic 
Fatherland. 

But the same method of permanent corruption, 
from which the patriotism of the workingclass and 
its intellectual subjugation originated, brought 
forth the opposite result, due· to the war. The 
physical annihilation, total enslavement, terrible 
pressure, misery, degeneration and world hunger 
of the proletariat is the final tribute to the capi­
talist system, which is already collapsing. The im­
perialistic war has developed into civil war. 

This marks a n~w epoch-the epoch of the aboli­
tion of Capitalism, its decomposition, and the rise 
of the Communist revolution of the proletariat. 
The imperialistic system collapses and produces 
fermentation in the colonies, and among the form­
erly dependent small nations; a revolt of the pro­
letariat resulting in victorious proletarian revolu­
tion in some countries; the abolition of imperial-

istic armies; and exposes the total incapability of 
the ruling class to direct any longer the destiny of 
the people's masses-that is the picture of modern 
conditions throughout the world. Man, whose cul­
ture is now ruined, is menaced by annihiliation. 
There is only one power which can save him; the 
power of the proletariat. The old capitalist "or­
der" is gone, it cannot prevail any more. The 
final result of the capitalist system of production 
is chaos, and only the great productive class, the 
working class, can bring order out of this chaos. 
This it will accomplish by building the n~w sys­
tem of society, the Communist system. The work­
ers must destroy capitalist rule, must make war im­
possible, annihilate . the boundary lines of states, 
reduce the whole world to a community working 
for itself, and realize the brotherhood and libera­
tion of all peoples. 

Against this world-capital arms itself. Under 
the disguise of the "League of Nations" and pacifis­
tic phrases it makes a last desperate effort to bol­
ster up the falling remnants of the capitalist sys­
tem and direct its force against the ever-growing 
proletarian revolution. · 

In answer to this,huge new conspiracy of decay­
ing Capitalism the proletariat must conquer politi­
cal power. This power it must direct against its 
class enemies, and set in motion all the wheels of 
economic revolution. The final victory of the 
world proletariat means the beginning of the real 
history of liberated man. 

Why Political Democracy Must Go 
(Concluded from page 4) 

were so firmly intrenched in power that they could 
not be dislodged. Also, the "interests" would be 
in the position of Opposition Party, where they 
could safely sabotage the Democratic administra­
tion and at the same time criticize it for being in­

efficient. 
Woodrow Wilson, author of the "New Freedom," 

was elected to the Presidency by the small-property­
holders-the Progressive elements. The achieve­
ments of his ;first administration reflect the con­
stituency which elected him. 

First, defeat of the open Imperialist scheme to 
annex Mexico. The small property-holder is not 
a partner in Imperialism, any more than he is a 
partner in the great trusts. Capitalist Imperialism 
does away with the small property-holder. There­
fore he is opposed to annexations, and can afford 
to give his humanitarian sentiments full play. 

Second, the Federal Reserve Act.. The small 
property-holder has a desperate fear of financial 
panics, which eliminate him at one blow. He 
wants to guard against them, and stabilize finance · 
so that the plutocrats cannot destroy him at will. 

Third, Taxation of Great. Wealth. The Income 
and Inheritance taxes are for the purpose of reliev­
ing the overwhelming burden of taxation which lies 
upon the small property-holder. 

Fourth, The Industrial Relations Commission, 
Child Labor Law, etc. Social legislation is the 
small prop~rty-holder's method of reforming capi­
talism so that he can exist in it. He is at the mercy 
of both organized Labor and organized Capital, and 
is more affected by labor troubles than the great 
capitalist. He must conciliate both Labor and Cap­
ital. · At the same time, he is not interested in 
wholesale cheap labor, and he himself is too close 
to the proletariat, and too liable to be pushed into 
ita ranks, to relish the idea of mass starvation and 
debauchery of the workers. 

In 1912 and 1913 the abuses of savage industrial 
tyranny provoked a series of gigantic labor trou­
bles-Lawrence, Paterson, Michigan, Colorado, etc. 
The small property-holder became alarmed, and de­
manded that these abuses be remedied. 

So much for the most important political vic­
tories of what were, without contradiction, the great 
majority of the voters in the United States-the 
small property-holders and those dominated by 
their psychology.* If political " democracy " 
worked, this majority, which elected the President, 
and swept Congress and the Legislatures, should 
have been able to enforce its will. 

But what has actually happened? The Imper­
ialist scheme to annex Mexico was temporarily de­
feated-but last month the American State Depart­
ment warned the Mexican Government not to dare 
carry out its plan of heavily taxing the oil-wells 
owned by American capitalists-and passports 
were give to American oil-kings to go to Paris and 
present their private-property claims to the Peace 
Conference. And even as I write, a counter-revolu­
tion financed by American and foreign oil-interests, 
with a bureau of information in New York's finan­
cial district, is attempting to overthrow the Car-

*The Eight-hour Law belongs to a category which I 
shall treat later. 

To Bronx Branches 
Lettish Branch No. 1, at a regular monthly 

meeting, decided to invite the other branches 
of Local Bronx which have joined the Left 
Wing to arrange a bazaar for the benefit of 
the Left Wing paper, The Communist. Please 
discuss the matter at your membership meet­
ings and communicate immediately with the 
Secretary of the Lettish Branch. 

J. ANDERSON. 
355 Crimmins Ave., Bronx, N. Y. 

ranza Government, and promising in case of suc­
cess to leave the property .of foreigners alone. 

During the War, the United States Government, 
with armed force, has overthrown the Governments 
of two Carribean countries, Haiti and Santo Do­
mingo, and set up a military dictatorship there. 

The Federal Reserve Act, designed to avoid 
panics, was framed by the Big Interests. It doea 
not provide against panics-but on the contrary, it 
places the Treasury of the United States at the 
mercy of the great financial interests. 

Great wealth has been taxed to run the Govern­
ment, and the War-but the Government has be­
come more and more an instrument designed to 
protect and foster private property; that isto say, 
to create ever more and more great wealth. 

The Industrial Relations Commission discov­
ered such hideous industrial conditions in America, 
conditions which pointed so definitely to the fact 
that only the Social Revolution could cure them, 
that the small property-holders became frightened. 
The Commission was discredited by both pluto­
cratic and Progressive press (such papers as The 
New Republic being particularly exasperated by 
the "intemperateness" of its report). Nothing 
ever came of it, except such schemes as John D. 
Rockefeller's, which pretended to cure conditions 
by making Labor even more helpless. 

The Child Labor Law was declared "unconstitu­
tional " by the Supreme Court, in spite of the 
widely-heralded appointment of Louis D. Brandeis, 
a Liberal, as Supreme Court Justice. 

Thus we can see the failure of political democ­
racy even among the ruling class-the property­
holders, where Marx says one of its most important 
functions is to act as arbitrator. 

The grand bourgeoisie makes use of the State 
to {:onserve and extend great capitalist interests at 
the expense of all other classes. 

[To be continued] 
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The Pink Terror 
Ill. Frightfulness in the 2nd and 6th A. D. Branches 

THERE was terror in the ranks of the Right 
Wing Buccaneers. At the regular meeting of 

the 2nd A. D., on the evening of Friday, April 25th, 
in spite of the presence of that Grand Old Man of 
Socialism, Meyer London, a Left Wing majority 
developed. 

Mitchell Loeb, Nagin, Alexander Kahan, Judge 
Panken, S. P. Kraemer, and the Forward bunch, 
were in almost constant communication with Mr. 
Gerber over a private wire, and several times dur­
ing the evening it was seriously debated as to 
whether or not the police ought to be called in. 

Comrade Kessler, delegate to the Central Com­
mittee, rose to report concerning the last meeting 
of that body, when the unsuccessful attempt was 
made to "reorganize" the 17th A. D. The Semi­
Comrades above-mentioned did not want to hear 
the ghastly details. Comrade Loeb insisted that it 
was customary first to read the typewritten report 
of the meeting sent out by Gerber, before the dele­
gates reported-and Comrade Kahan hacked him 
up. However, fortunately the Chairman was a 
Left Winger, Comrade Marks, so the report pro­
ceeded. When it came to the part about the loot­
ing of the 17th A. D., the Right Wingers tried their 
best to stop Comrade Kessler by raising points of 
order. Unable to accomplish this, Loeb screamed 
that Kessler was reporting lies-but he had to 
withdraw the charge. Not satisfied with that, he 
stated on the floor that Comrades Max Cohen and 
Brahdy had summoned the police to the Central 
Committee-a statement which once again Loeb 
was forced to withdraw. 

After considerable ruction during which our ,ex­
Congressman is said to have scratched' and h1t the 
Chairman because his honor was not invited to 
speak on Rutgers Square, the discussion of the re­
port of the Central Committee was postponed un­
til the next meeting. 

As I said at the beginning, there was terror in the 
ranks of the Right Wing Buccaneers. Here was 
another Branch gone Left Wing-another Branch 
which must be reorganized and the high cost of 
furniture moving still on the increase. 

LEFT WINGERS! 
COME TO THE MASS MEETING 

SUNDAY, MAY 11, 1919 

AT THE 

LABOR TEMPLE 
243 EAST 84th ST tEET, 

New York City 

SPEAKERS: 

EADMONN MacALPINE 
BENJAMIN GITLOW 
JOHN PALMER 

Editor of the Esthonian Socialist Weekly "U us llm." 

At 6 P.M. 

COME ALL 

ADMISSION 

FREE 

S. P. NEW YORK 

Esthonian Branch 

While all this was going on in the 2nd A. D., the 
Right Wing was holding a parliamentary massacre 
in the headquarters of the 6th A. D., at 106 Avenue 
C. The meeting opened with the election of a 
dummy chairman, semi-Comrade Alexander, who 
during the meeting went through the motions of a 
regular chairman while in reality Beckerman dic­
tated the procedure. 

After Beckerman had set the stage to suit his fell 
designs by altering the regular order of business, 
he rose to report as a delegate to the Central Com­
mittee. Old timers of the Right Wing gaped in 
open-mouthed admiration as he jumped from mis­
statement to misstatement, omitting in his verbal 
leaps everything that would reveal the real charac­
ter of the machine's purpose at the Central Com­
mittee. He dealt at length with the "reorganiza­
tion" of the 17th A. D., representing that the 
branch had dissolved itself, concealing the fact 
that dissolution of a Branch can only occur with 
the consent of the Executive Committee of the Local 
and neglecting to mention the Left Wing motion 
for a committee of seven (three from the Right, 
three from the Left and an impartial chairman 
agreed upon by the other six) to investigate the 
matter of the 17th A. D. 

After he had warmed up to his subject he pro­
ceeded to slam the Left Wing in a manner that 
made his audience sigh with regret that the atmo­
sphere in the Aldermanic chamber is not so con­
ducive to eloquence as that of Avenue C. In a 
tremendous peroration, that so entranced the chair­
man that he recognized a Left Winger immediately 
afterward in a moment of forgetfulness, and had to 
be rescued by a well placed point of order from 
the Right, Beckerman pleaded that action be taken 
upon his report. 

It is said that the timid suggestion from a Left 
Winger that the recall of Beckerman from the Cen­
tral Committee would be appropriate actwn was 
met with howls of denunciation, and action was 
forgotten. Several other delegates rose to "re­
port" hut their work was clumsy compared with 
Beckerman's and they were hastily silenced lest 
they give the game away. 

Comrade Frost, who was given the floor because 
he is not affiliated with the Left Wing, made a mo­
tion that the Branch do not concur with the State 
Committee's resolution to expel Left Wing locals 
and branches. The motion was seconded and a 
pause ensued during which the chairman glanced 
fearfully at the Right who could ill conceal their 
annoyance at his blunder in allowing anyone not 
known to he "safe" to get the floor. Nods, winks 
and whispered comments soon showed the chair­
man the way out of the difficulty, and grasping the 
gavel firmly in his hand he announced in a voice 
tense with emotion that the motion was out of or­
der, on the ground that the report of the Central 
Committee was before the house. 

Almost immediately afterward a Right Winger 
got the floor and, after consulting his written in­
structions, moved that the Branch concur in the 
State Committee's resolution. and that all members 
of the branch affiliated with the Left Wing be sus­
pended until such time as they renounce their al­
legience thereto. Although the report of the Cen­
tral Committee was still befpre the house, and al­
though the motion was contrary to the by-laws of 
the Local and to the State and National Constitu­
tions, the chairman did not declare the motion out 
of order, but, with eyes flashing with the light of 
firm resolve J;o do his duty, proceeded to recognize 
Righter Winger after Right Winger until fortun­
ately some one called the previous question and 

thus averted the necessity of having the Right 
Wing members speak twice each to the same mo­
tion. 

The motion was then put to the house and with 
the able assistance of the Right Wing tellers whose 
eyesight is reported to be variable,-sometimes 
they see double and other times they can hardly 
see at all,-was carried 60 to 40. The entire Left 
Wing membership of the 6th A. D. was thus com­
pletely wiped out of existence and the branch 
"made safe for democracy." 

Now comes the real tragedy of the affair from a 
Right Wing standpoint. In the moment of victory 
they have to acknowledge defeat, not only in the 
branch but throughout the entire Local. In order 
to carry out their own motion they are forced to 
resort to that Right Wing horror of horrors-or­
ganization within an organization. 

Scarcely had the meeting adjourned when dis­
patch riders were seen speeding up A venue C. in 
the direction of the nearest job printer, and in less 
time than it takes to tell the printing presses were 
humming at high speed turning out pledge cards, 
whereon the Right Wingers will inscribe their de­
voted adherence to the principles of Scheidemann 
Socialism, receiving in return the right to vote on 
all matters coming before the branch. 

Thus organization within organization is vin­
dicated for all time and those who have hitherto 
lain awake o' nights thinking out speeches against 
this vicious method are now among its warmest ad­
herents. It is rumored that the Branch has en­
gaged Julius Gerber, at enormous expense, to lec­
ture on .how to perfect this duplication of organ­
ization, and that he will show drafts of secret let­
ters to "faithful" members, original minutes of se­
cret meetings, and will wind up with some useful 
suggestions as to pass words and subterranean 
passages. 

Bonfires, it is said, will be lighted along Avenue 
C. next Friday night to celebrate this com:r.lete 
victory for the forces of Lawanorder and democ­
racy over the black menace of Bolshevism which 
for a time reared its ugly head in the 6th A. D. 

Left Wing 
Membership 

Meeting 
ON 

SUNDAY, MAY 25, l,P.M. 
AT 

Manhattan Lyceum 
66 EAST 4th STREET 

NEW YORK CITY 

To Elect and Instruct 
Delegates to National 
Left Wing Conference 
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