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Stabbing Soviet Russia 
SCM'vlETlME ago we called attention to the recru· 

deieence of friendlv words about Soviet Russia 
emsating from American Governmental sources. 
Stefieni, Weyl and Bullitt, sent to Moscow by t"e 
Prsident, returned to Paris with enthusiastic re· 
ports of the Proletarian Dictatorship; and semi
o.llcial reports from Washington indicated that it 
wu only a quel<tion of time before the Soviet Gov
ernment should be recognized This appeared the 
more probable from the treatment accorded i:om· 
rade Ma!1ens by the authorities, who flatly refused 
to p.-obihit his activities here. 

However, we had noticed in the past that when· 
eYCI' the United States Government ga,·e vent to 
amicable &entiments toward Soviet Ru!-sia, this ac· 
lion was almost invariably followed by some par
ticvlarly outrageous attack upon the Russian people. 
So we warned Russia to "keep her hand on her 
watch." 

Tlae new offensive heralded by the Bullitt-Steffens 
Mission is now developing. In concert with the 
Go~ernments of England and France, the press re
ports that U1e Government of the United States is 
abOUl kJ recognize the Kolchak autocracy as t~ de 
f.ao Go~mmenl of Russia! 

Already the White Guard Go,·ernment of Fin
laud, headed by the butcher Mannerheim, has been 
recognized by the Allies-including America. The 
papen report that fifty thousand Finns and Allied 
troops hue been concentrated at Helsingfors for 
aD attack on Red Petrograd. 

The new organ of the Esthonian League (which 
is composed of eighteen bankers and business men 
wbo want the Allied bourgeoisie to guarantee their 
rigR.t to exploit their own people) announces that 
the United States Go\·ernment has loaned the 
Estbonian Provisional Government some S20,000,. 
000, with which to buy clothing, munitions and 
guD5 to aupply the lsthonian White Guards in their 
attadt upon Soviet Russia from the west. 

Ia the 88St the United States Government is aid
in~ lbe dictatorship of Kolchak, the tsarist, the 
mass-assassin who destroyed even the remn'lnts of 
cono;titutional government in Siberia. Eight thou
&&Dd American troops are being &ent to murder 
Rassian workers and peasants, and destroy the gov
ernment set up by them, and restore the wor.st. re
action of the Romanovs. In the west, the Umted 
S~atflS Government is co-operating with the Finnish 
White Guards who butchereJ seventy thousand 
workera in one day, with Swedish, Danish and 
r.onregian bourgeois volunteers, many of whom 
fought in the German army dur!ng the w~r, and 
with the exploiters of the people m ~e Baltic Pro
Yiuces, the pro-Germans and the Tsansts. 

The Allies' Brest-Litovsk Peace 
THE delegates of "Socialist" Germany, headed by 

tbat grimy-handed proletarian, Count von 
Brockdorf-Rantzau, have reached Veraailles, and 
the tenD& of the Just Peace are out. 

By them Germany is dismembered, ruined, forc_ed 
to pay lltaggering punitive indemnities (the first ID· 

&tal meat to be $5,000,000) , and garrisoned by 
Allied troops until the payments are complete. 
'We&t Pru!j,.jia and Danzig are split off for the benefit 
of the mock-State of Poland; the Saar Valley is 
practir.11lly handed over to the French capitaliata 
to exploit (besides Alsace-Lorraine); the German 
colonies are taken away; the German army and 
nary sre reduced permanently to the aize of the New 
York police furce; German riven are .. internation· 
aliaed"; German tariff walla are b:-oken down; ud 

a strip of territory fifty kilometen eut or the 
Rhine is forever "demilitarized." 

Thus, "peace on the basis of the Fourteen Points", 
promised by our eloquent but ineffective President, 
and concurred in by the Premiers of the virtuous 
Western Powers. Thus the "victory of democracy 
over autocracy." As Bernard Shaw predicted long 
ago, the victorious Powers have acted as Germany 
would have if abe had won-and perhaps a little 
worse. Again and again the lesson is being driven 
home with terrible distinctnea.s, for all the world to 
read: Power is the only lhing which counts; Mighl 
is Riglu. 

The position of Germany at this time is an elo
quent indictment of "Moderate Socialism." Having 
chosen to make their bed with the capitalist class, 
the Kaiser Socialist!' in control of the German 
Government must lie in it. Better to cringe under 
the whip of the Allied imperialist nation" than to 
submit to the Dictatorship of the Proletariat. 

Russia having cut adrift forever from capitalism, 
rose from defeat refreshed and powerful, with 
allies in all the countries of the world. Starving, 
disorganized, ringed 'round with enemy nations, 
she combats the world. Germany, with thousands 
of well-trained troops, great qriantities of war-sup· 
plies, and even foods, leans upon the shattered 
sword of her broken capitalism, which is turned 
only against her own proletarians, to subjugate 
them to the cruel conditions of a conquered people. 

The Peace of Brest-Litovsk defeated Imperial 
Germany. It was the sudden rt"\·elation of the hYJr· 
ocrisy of German ambitions "·hich destroyed the 
morale of the German armies. Said General Hoff. 
mann, the German military representative at the 
Bre.t-Litovsk Conference, in an mtc::-:iew with the 
correspondent of the Chicago Datly News, published 
March 14: 

"lmrnediat~ly upon signing the peace with the BolsheYiki 
we disco,·ered that we had been conquered by them instead 
of having conquered them. Our victorious army became 
rotten with Bolshevism. Our military machine became the 
printing prese of Bolshevist propaganda. We did not dare 
to send a corps of the German BoWaeviki to the wmena 
front .... " 

The Peace of Versailles, heralded with 110 much 
idealistic cant, turns out to be more disgraceful 
than the Peace of Brest-Litovsk. The ma5ks have 
fallen; the oft-repeated "democratic" war-aims of 
the Allies appear in their true colors-an ignoble 
scramble for the loot, a bandits' peace. 

We Socialists rejoice at it. We feared that per· 
haps Wilson's smooth hypocritical phrases might 
be embodied in the peace treaty, to deceh·e the 
world as to its real nature. We were anxious lest 
even now, after so many disillusions, the European 
and American working-class might be won again 
by the plausible slogans of Liberalism. 

But now we need not worry. There 1;.. tltt' 
shocking document in all its coarse literalness. It 
matters not whether the German delegates aign 
or no. The Social Revolution is certain. 

A Coalition Convention 
MR. JAMES DUNCAN, vice-president of the A. 

F. of L., is quoted as saying that his organiza
tion will have nothing to do with the strikes threat· 
ened on July 4th in protest against the imprison
ment of Eugene V. Debs. He goes on to l!>ay: .. We 
do things in a regular and legal fashion and do not 
en~age in flighty outbursts; we have agreements 
with our employers which we intend to ca~ out..~ 

Apart from the fact that Mr. Duncan by implica
tion thus does what Congress wanted to do but 
dared not-declares strikes to be illegal-apart 
from the fact that he announCes it to be the policy 
of the A. F. of L. to support the employers against 
the workers where, through the legal trickery of 
union la"'Yers, the ~orkers are used afrainst each 
other; apart from these facts we would like to know 
what the officialdom of our Party expects to gain 
from a convention in which people of this stripe 
and organizations which support them, will be rep
resented? Debs has been quoted to support the 
idea of the Amnesty Convention; T~ Milwaukee 
Leader editoriallly chastises the Left Wing for op· 
posing participation by the Party in such a COD· 

'·ention, and aug@'!8t• that we are obstructing the 
work of releuing our imprisoned comrades by 10 

doing. 
It is ~erally accepted that the political priaon· 

en will not be released until the workers rei
them. To thoee who do not accept this we would 
cite the Mooney Cue. And the only way the work
ere can bring pressure to bear is through the exer· 
cise of their economic power, through the general 
mike. But Mr. ))uncan announcea in advance that 
the A. F. of L will have nothing to do with the 
general mike for this purpoee. The Liberal organ
izations who will be at the convention have no eco· 
nomic power, one of the apokesmen of the labor 
movement Mye labor will not move, therefore the 
convention will simply be a talking machine, and 
at. the best will pau a few we~ reso~utiona plead· 
ing for amnesty or pardon, wh~eh wi!l be thrown 
in o&icial wute bubta. Perhapa lt may even 
influence a partial pardon, which indicatioua poiDt 
will be the govemment policy, and maybe under 
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this Debs will be released-becauee or his adtaDI> 
ing vears... But Debs baa publicly ~ that lie 
does not want auch a parrlon, that be will DOt ec
cept it unless all political prisonen are freed, ad 
it is very doubtful if he would accept uy rei- • 
the hands of men like Duncan. He, like may 
others of our imprisoned comrades, baa atated that 
the workers themselves must release him. 

If the Party is really in earnest about the libera
tion of the political prisoners, then we mUll orgaa
ize along Sociaiist and revolutionary labor linea. 
There has been enough talk, action is necetl8&1'1 
now, and we can safely leave the pleading and the 
pardoning to the "Liberals." 

The money wasted in such a convention could be 
utilized to better ad,·antage in organizing the move
ment to the end that its voice will be the voice of 
power, of the economic might of the clau conacio• 
workers. Let the "Liberals" take their own course; 
our course is clear; the Socialist and revolutionary 
labor movements must act on their own respoui· 
bility. Only in this way can we achieve results, 
and give due honor to thoee who are suffering that 
the cause of Socialism may live aad thrive. 

Tactics of a Desperate Oligarchy 
THE statement concerning the Left Wing, issued 

by the Executive Committee of Local New York 
and printed in The Call, is the crowniug lM-1 of a 
aeries of illegal expedients to preserve the power or 
a little group of political bosses in Local New York.. 

Every branch where a Left Wing majority baa 
recently made its appearance has been ruthlessly 
disrupted by the "machine." Against the will or 
the majority of the members of the 17th A. D., the 
2nd A. D., and the 8th A. D., the Exa:ative Com
mittee has ordered a "reorganization", which meana 
the disenfranchisement of most of the memhen or 
those branches. Without daring to risk a referen
dum, the EJCecutive Committee has dispatched puni
tive exped1tions, usually headed by "Socialist" 
Aldermen, who have locked headquarters, and in 
one case, at least, carried off the furniture with the 
help of the police. 

These petty larceny proceedings, however, have 
raised a storm cf protest wholly out of proportion 
to the results achieved. Therefore the Executive 
Committee has tl1eided to make a clean sweep of 
the entire Left Wing, and for that purpoee has 
appointed a committee "to reorganize Local New 
York." This means, w expel all branchu and all 
members affiliaud with the ujt Wing or&lllliuuion. 

The petty political boeses in control of the Ex
ecutive Committee, who dominate Local New York, 
esabliahed long ago a ''steering committee" 
of their own, which effectively blocked dem
ocratic action in the Party here for yean. 
It is therefore hardly consistent for them 
to BCCU&e the Left Wing of action by cau
cus. They have deliberately oppoeed Party con
trol of the o&icial Party press; they have made 
use of every parliamentary trick to thwart the will 
of the rank and file; they have held 'JP for month• 
the application cards of new members, ud put 
them through the third degree u to their opinions 
on labor organization; they have acquieeced in the 
formation of political cliques on the East Sirle, 
and the establishment of a system of patronage. by 
means of which "good" Comrades were oen: 'ln 
lecture tours aad given jobe u "organjzen" in 
Socialist mUODL 

It is as a protest against these methods that 10 

many of the rank and file have joined the Left 
Wing . And to this perfectly legitimate movement 
within the Party the boues oppoee strong-arm lac· 
tica. 

At the last Central Committee ~. wbeo the 
police had finally been brought in by Right Winsers, 
Karlin suddenly announced that there would be 
no more meetings until called by the ExecutiYe 
Committee. No motion w tAu cffeciiDGS ever made 
or voted upon. And no motion wcu ever made or 
voted upon w "empower tmd instruct 1M E:ucariw 
Committee w reorganize Local Nno Yorl." 1laeae 
statements, tu all o~Mr ~ of /llt:l i.n 1M 
E%ec&aive Commillee'1 miJIIifello, are pel'ft!'l"Bions 
or the truth. 

The Left Wing is char8fld wUb ·~Uag all 
ideas of democracy." It is true that we ridicule 
capitalist "democracy," which is merelraa instru
ment . of the ruling c1 .. to oppreu tne worbn. 
It is thi1 kind of "democracy" which is defended 
by the Executive Commi~ form of gc»ftnlo 
meut which permits them to retain ccmtrol over 
the Party for their priYate benefit, ud pnm.ta the 
rank and file from dictating Party policiea.. This 
is why the Right Wing, which baa beeo for yean 
organized in a cloee and leCI"et machine, objects 
when the rank aDd file orgaaiaea openly and iD 
accordance· with the beet Socialist pJ"''Cf''!imn 

It is because. the Right W~ are not revolu
tionary Socialists that we refuae to mbmit aay 
longer to their domination; it is becau.e they are 
oppoeed to Socialism that they IDIIIt go. 

Let the Eucutift. CoiDIDittee try to ............. 
Local New York if it claret! 
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Soviet Russia's Red Army 
An Interview with Sklandsky, Assistant Commiur of War 

By Michael Pw.te"old 
A ~onregiaD Socialist Lawyer Now in Russia as Special Correspondent of the Social Demolcrt*r&, a NorwegiaD Left Win! Socialist ~aper. 

K REMLIN, Moecow, February 25th.-Today ia 
a military holiday all over Soviet Russia. It 
is the first anniversary of the Red Army. 

Red flags and pennants are waving in the streets 
and the emblems of the army are shining red over 
the mighty portals of the Kremlin. Symbohc sol
dier placards illustrate the year's work accom
plished by the ''Krasny (Red) Army," from all 

the roofs of the houses, ll·hile Red Guard soldiers 
in grayish-brown uniforms are rattling their col
lection boxes and pinning the Red Army hottons 
on the coat lapels of all those who give. In honor 
of the dav, I have inten·ie"·ed Ta\·arish Skland
&kY, assi~tant Commissar of War, concerning the 
re:ults of the "Workers' and Peasants' Red Army" 
in its work for the past year. The Minister of 
War, People's Commissar Trotsky, did not reach 
home after his inspection trip on the UkrainiaD 
front until this evening. Equipped with 
the necessary propusk (admission card), 
1 made my way past the Guards and rna· 
chine guns until I reached his repreBenta· 
tive who was &itting in the great apart· 
me~t in which the All Russian Minister 
of War at present has his headquarters, 
and studies the latest reports from the 
fronts. Sklandsky is a man of fully thirty 
years of age, a physic. ian bf profession. 
During the war he was ass1gned to the 
eervice with the sanitary corps, was elected 
after the March revolution to various sol
diers' councils, and, as early as November 
28th, 1917, became the M"JCond in senior
itv in the Commissariat of War (army de
pUtment). A physician with a quietly, 
energetic, chilian appearance. "But I 
have been able to acquire a little of the 
military trade-for the sake of my com· 
rades. Here every man mu!!l do what he 
can. You can get a better idea of the mili
tary situation from the general staff, but 
I can indicate a few general view-points. 

"The greatest accomplishments of the 
Red Army are the victories which we 
gained· in the Donetz region over the arm· 
ies of Ataman Krasnov," declared 
Sklandsky. ''This is of great political im· 
portance in the first place, since Krasnov 
and his pt".a&ant Co~acla have heretofore 
been the most powerful factor in the coun· 
leT-revolutionary movement, and have 
really been a danger to Soviet Russia. 
From an economic standpoint this victory 
means that we have now opened a path to 
the anthracite fields of Russia in the 
Donetz basin, and have thus a prospect of 
once more opening up our indU!!lrial ac· 
tivity. We have here gained possession of 
the best developed railway system, with 
railwav connection to the Caucuaus and the 
considerable contingent of Red BJ'O'IPII 
there, which formerly were obliged to communicate 
with the main army over territory in which there 
was not railroad communication. Krasnov's Don 
COBSacb have been · completely disorganize!L 
Whole regiments are deserting to us, led by their 
company commaDders, while the staJr eflicen, 
knowing very well what punishmc:nts await them at 
our hands, remain with the enemy. A. to the siae 
of Kraanov'e army? It c:ert.ainly ia not u high u 
one hundred thousand, which is the figure u
sig.rJed in foreign counriea. At most. several timel 
ten thousand. And the population is complaining 
that theee soldiers are getting drunk and harry
ing the country. We consider tlle Coui!Ck some
thing like a man OD honeback with a knouL We 
ahall take the kaoata from him and c:aat him liter· 
ally to the earth,., declared Skluc:Wty, with an a· 

pressive gesture. "On the Ural front also, we have 
Cossacks. But these Cossacks have no military 
connect~ on whatever with .. th Don Couacb; the 
connection is at most a 'spiritual' one. With the 
conquest of Orenburg, the possibility was obtained 
for establishing connections "·ith Turkestan. The 
railroad from Orenburg to Tashkent is, however, 
pretty well torn up, and a number of hands of 
White Guards are still harrying the line of the 
road. But we shall restore order there in a few 
days. The great majority of the Ural Cossacks are 
disbanding their armies, and seem willing to be
come decent .-:tizens of Soviet Russia. The rem
nants of their main force ere withdrawing in a 
westerly direction along the ridge of :.he Ural to
wards l'rsk, and the days of the latter place are 
numbered. They are !>Cattered divisions, much 
weaker in practice than the Don Cossacks. In 
Turkestan we have millions of poods of cotton, 
which is the necessary raw material for our prind
ple industry, namely, textile manufactures. But 
it is not only our \lbite Guards who are looking 
with greedy eyes toward Turkestan. hut also Eng· 
land's imperiali5tic capitalism. It is not impossi
ble that we shall collide with the English in the 
::.earch for cotton. The Engli~h long ago took pos
ses,ion of Baku on the Caspian Sea with its great 
naptha and oil well!'. It is said that they already 
haYe fifty to sixty thousand men there. and that 
the Turkish troops ha,·e there also united with their 
enemies of the world war.--" 

"Has Soviet Russia any war-ships on the Caspian 
Sea?" 

"Yes, and we have also a firm hold on the seat 
of Astrakhan, at the mouth of the Volga, which has 
alwavs been in our possession. 

"We now come to our third front, namely the 
Czecho-Slovak front. The fact that these Czecho
Slovaks and Yugo-Slavs from Austria are operatin_g 
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along our eaatern boundary in Siberia, is u a mal· 
ter of fact one of the most remarkable accidents of 
the world war! They came to us as pri110nera oi 
war, but in the last few months of Czarism. and 
particularly under .Keren&ky, a great number -of 
them were liberated aDd armed, namely, thoie who 
were willing to co-operate with RuBSia against AU&
trian aDd GermaD Imperialism. After the revolu
tion of ·November, 1917, when the Bolaheviki 
~eized power, our government wanted to ship them 
home again by way of Siberia and Vladivostok." .. 
dared Sklandsky. "TheCzecho-Slovaksoowcameun
der the influence of the "White Guards and the mem
bers of the dissolved Constituent Auemhly," con
tinued Skland&ky. "And they got money and weep· 
ona from the EoteDte for their fight agaiDit Red 
Raaia. At fu"'lt the)' met wi&h pealiiUCICII& ,..,. 

took the entire dimict east of the Volga fr- .. 
yond Perm in the North, all the way dowa to S. 
mara in the South. They obtained re-info .. 
menta from Kolchak's Siberian divisions, aDd a
der Kolchak there prevails a severe Czarist aiJi. 
tary discipline. His extremely young oflicerll ... 
afraid of beingsll·ept down by their own aoldiaa, 
and therefore must with "kadaver" discipline ..It 
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to prevent aDy understanding ui the political situa
tion from reaching the uninformed privat.ee. Ia 
addition to money IUld ammunition, they ai.o 
received re-inforcements fr<'m time to time froa 
France, England aDd other Entente powers. ADd 
these are very much needed, for molll of the Csecbo
Siovaks are tired of their Oli"D mercenary lackey 
services, and are already on their way home 
throughout the length of the Siberian railroad. We 
have thrown back the Kolchak army all the wy 

from the Ural regions down to the llflisb
borhood of Zlatoust. Howen!f, they will 
hold Penn, which fell throuldl treachery. 
On the Archangel front, the French, F.as
lish and Americans, as is well known, haw 
a private front of their own, the object of 
which is to cut us off from maritime coa. 
mun;cation by way of the White Sea. 
Simultaneously, the Entente talb about 1101 
desiring to intervene in any way ia .. 
affairs of Russia! 

"On our fifth front. the FUmiab frolll, 
Mannerheim is collecting his While 
Guards for a possible attack on Petrograd. 
-but he must wait for the aipal to he 
given by hi5 Entente frienda. Bua daa't 
forget that there are alao Red Finul. 

"In Esthonia, White Guards are in pow· 
er. In addition to the Esthoniaua aDd a 
few thousand Finns, we here find alao a 
number of Swedes. And behind the fi'OIII 
here also ia of course the Entente. n. 
situation in Esthonia is not the IDOit fn
orahle for us, hut here alao the chanpl 
that are operating BeeJD to he iD oar 
favor. Narva is already within r-. ol 
our guns. Latvia (KurlaDd) is entirely ta 
our hands, as is also the greater portion ol 
Lithuania and White Russia. And iD lhl 
next few days, these two proviDcea ai.o will 
be cleared to the boundaiea of fb. 
land, aDd the soviet regime will he .., 
t:stablished. The Entente lried to fona a 
continuous barrier against the Bolaberilt 
bacillus, but I don't think they ba..e ~ 
ceeded-for we are in communication willa 
Germany through Livonia and Karlad." 
Tavarillh, SklaDdsky here 1~ a c11-
arette before proceeding to the fnorilll 
subject of all Soviet Rlllaia, Dlllllely, dlit 
Ukrainian front. 

"Ukraine! This ia DOt OD)y tbe ~ 
lie homeland of tbe Little Ra.iaD CC. 

aacb,' but it ia fint aDd foremost the 8feal sr&DCJ 
from which comes our bread. And what word ia 
the Russian lang-.1age has such a fair IOIIDd at tlall 
time as the word Khleha-bread. This iD tnllb 1a 
the battle cry of the Red Army.--" 

We look aD automobile ride with the Praid.a ol 
the MOIICOW So"\iet, Kamen.iev, to • military ~ 
post at eleven o'clock in the mOI'IliJI8, iD lacaaor ol 
the fint aDDivenary of the Reel Army. 

"There won't be any parade; the people an • 
hungry," explained Kameniev on the way. The bit
tie cry of Khleba, ia unfonunately only too ...U. 
tic a background. I waa not aurpriaed that 
Skland&ky bad to light Dot ODe, but two cigaren_. 
before be got throqb wi&h the le9adb &oat, tile 
Ukraiaiu fniiiL tr...,.....,..,,J 
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W"hy Political Democracy Must Go 
Fhr Politic4l Democracy MUit Go. 

DURING the War the American Labor UnioDII 
were attacked under the pretense of "military 
necessity," their union regulations broken 

down, and results of years of organization wiped 
out. Pleading "patriotism," the employers' asso· 
ciat.ions represented in the Council of National De. 
feme and other bodies secured the suspension of 
labor legislation in some states. Men who were 
persistently active in labor organization, or who 
failed to buy Liberty bonds or contribute to the 
Red Cross, were thrown out of work, and rendered 
liable to the Army drafL Whole striking factories 
were threatened with instant conscription into the 
Army. In some parts of the country such workers, 
not only for opposing the war, hut even for oppos
ing the ruthless profiteering of employers, were 
blacklisted by the Councils of National Defense. 
At the same time private police and detective organ· 
i&at.ions, composed of business men and manufac· 
turers, and authorized by the Department of Jus· 
tice, used their power to crush labor organization 
wherever possible. 

The Government created a joint body of workers' 
ud employers' representatives called the War La
bor Board, to settle industrial disputes. In many 
cases the awards, presumably binding upon 
tile employers, were either accepted and not 
applied, or else partial!y disregarded. The 
molit powerful corporations, such as the United 
States Steel Corporation, which has always resisted 
wi!h terrorism and brute force all attempts of its 
employees at organization, the War Labor Board 
die! not dare openly to affront. 

Protests of the workers against unfair awards 
of arbitrators during the War were met by defiance 
an~ threats from Government officials--such as the 
flat rt.>f usa) of Charles Piez, Director of the Emer· 
geocy Fleet Corporation, to reconsider the Macy 
award to the Shipyard Workers of Seattle, and his 
ferocious .denunications of the men. 

These measures proceeded from an Administra· 
tion which Organized Labor had united almost solid
ly to elect, and whose leadt.>r-President Wilson
had flattered the vanity of the workers by reviewing 
the Labor Day parade with Samuel Gompers in 
1916; and during a War which Organized Labor 
ill Amecica had Yoted oYerwhelmingly to !iupport 
~ ljle name of democracy. . . . 

A' typical sufferer during the War was the Ma· 
chinists' Union. The employers discovered that a 
skilled, highly-paid machinist was a useless luxury. 
Four unikilled workers could he taught each one 
part of a machinist's job, in a very short time. 
These four comparatively unskilled workers could 
do the work of four machinists, and do it much 
cheaper-thus destroying the union wage-acale, 
and throwing the skilled workers on the street. 

It i.& interesting in this connection to quote from 
an article in Fincher's Tra'des' Review, written by 
William H. Sylvis, the first great America) labor 
leader, in 1863, describing tl.e same process ap· 
plied to the Stove-Moulders: 

"Simultaneous wilh this wa.! i'l.troduced the 
'lae/,per sr.!tem' .... the stove.! were cut up, thot is, 
each man mode one piece •... Thu.! this .!ystem 
went on until il became necessary for each man UJ 
hiJve from one to five boys; and . . . prices beCIJlne 
10 low that men were oblig!!d to increase the hour.! 
of lobar, tmd work much harder; tmd then could 
•ct~rcelr obtain th~ plainest necessities of life •.. " 

It was directly from these conditioDII that the 
fust powerful national labor union sprang--the 
Molders' International Union. Likewise, it was the 
replacing of skilled men with young apprentice· 
boJs, at starvation wages, which was the chief 
grievance resulting in the second great union--the 
National Union of Machinists and Blacksmiths, 
under the leadership of another of the famous early 
Alnerican labor leaders, Jonathan C. Fincher. 

The beginning of the Civil War,• with its indDII· 
trial paralysis and widespread unemployment, 
wiped out whatever tentative labor organization 
had begun, except for the two great Rational unioDII 
above mentioned. Rut in 1862 the Government be
gan its issuance of hundreds of millions of dollars 
in "greenbacks," which, accompanied by the high 
war tariff and the tremendous demand for arroy 
supplies, caused a hectic revival of industry, ud 
laid the foundations for a class of capitalist em· 
ployers. As in the European War just concluded, 
all cla116e8 profited except the wage-earners; for 
while wages in 1864 had risen 30?'o, the average of 
retail prices had risen 70?'c. 

•M... meetings of workingmen to proteet q:aiut the 
Civil War were held in Philadelphia, Reading. Norfolk, 
Peterborough and Richmond, V a., Cincinnati, SL Louia ud 
Louiaville, Ky., at which latter place a reeolution wu 
adopted declaring that kworkingmen had no real or Yital 
iaue in the mere abatract queetiona uaed to diride the 
-" A national convention of woden met ill Phila· 
delphia ill 1861 to opJIOM the War. 

By Jolm Reed 

The frightful pressure on the working-cl«u at 
this time led to an era of labor union organization, 
most of the unions being local, and affiliated in 
trades assernolies, which supported one another in 
strikes and boycotts. The local and scattered char· 
acter of these small unions corresponded exactly 
to the conditions of production at the time. But 
by the end of the war the manufacture of standard· 
ized products, and the establishment, though the 
new railroads, of national markets, created rapidly, 
one after another, the great national unions. This 
v;as the real birth of the American Labor Mov~ 
menL 

Before the Civil War the Government wu con· 
trolled by the Southern slave-holding class. This 
control was challenged by the small capitalists of 
the North, opposing the interests of wage labor to 
those of chattel-slavery. It was as a representative 
of this small property-holding class that Abraham 
Lincoln was elected to the Presidency, and as a rep· 
resentative of this class that he conducted the war. 
He feared the growing ruthless power of Wall 
Street, and warned against it again and again. And 
"·hen the W81' was f:nded, with the slave-power de· 
strayed, be wished to see Reconstruction in the 
South proceed rapidly and generously, so that the 
rising class of small pr<'perty·holders there could 
Wlite with the same class in the North to keep con· 
trol of the GovernmenL But Lincoln was assas· 
~>inated, and there is no small evidence to prove that 
the hullet which killed him was fired from the direc· 
tion of Wall Street . . . . And the capitalists, seiz· 
ing control of the Federal Government, proceeded 
to loot the South, and to create there such bitter 
sectional and racial antagonism~ that it made co
operation between the small property holders of 
the North and South impossible and enabled a small 
group of capitalists to settle themselves firmly in 
the saddle. Finally, abandoning the ruined South, 
the ruling class turned its attention to looting the 
public domain, natural resources, and the Govern· 
rnent-State and National. Great political ma· 
chines were built up throughout the country, rest· 
ing on political patronage and Governmental graft, 
"·hose power to this day has never been shaken off. 

Before the Civil War there were no great capi· 
talists. Industry was largely localized, the prod
ucts being consumed where they were manufactured. 
There was plenty of free land in the West to 
"·hich the exploited could go, and the workman 
could always become a small manufacturer and 
merchant on his own accounl Literally speaking, 
there was no wage-earning working-class as such 
in the Vniled Stales. But the free workingmen of 
America who enlisted or were drafted into the 
Union armies, leaving a society in which the manu· 
facturer carne to them, returned after the war to 
find gigantic new centralized industries, to which 
they must travel and beg for work. With the 
development of power, transportation and great 
factories, industry after industry left the country 
and moved to the city; and the worker was forced 
to follow. This concentration in the cities was in· 
tensified by the waves of immigration from Europe. 
Free land was gone; not even the Homestead Law, 
hreakitig up the great land-holdings and creating 
millions of small land-owners, could prevent the 
growing concentration of labor power and capital. 
In fact, the new free·holders were at the mercy 
of the railroads, marketing facilities and hanks, 
which were already in the hands of the great capi· 
talists. 

From before the Civil War to this day, the 
psychology of the American worker has been the 
psychology not of a class-con!Cious laborer, hut 
of a small property holder. The evolution of in· 
dustrial society in America has been so swift, that 
the American worker still has in his mind the idea 
that he may climb into the capitalist class. 

Why? 
Not the least of the reasons is, that two or three 

generatioDII before Labor in other countries had 
received the first privilege for which it fought, the 
:'.::~erican worker had been given &he political v~. 
The first manifestatioDII of his class consciousllell8 
were political manifestations. In spite of unending 
disappointments, in spite of the hollowness of all 
his legislative victories, the American worker con
tinues to believe the promises of the capitalilt 
political parties, and vote, vote, vote. 

It: is to he noticed that the beginnings of Ameri· 
can economic labor organization were dictated by 
the necessity for dejeMe of his clBII interests-
never oDerue. The Knighta of Labor was founded 
to defend standards of living; the American Federa· 
tion of Lahc.r was form<ld to defend Labor's inter: 
ests. Except comparatively lately, as partially in 
the I. W .. W., American Labor has never sup· 
ported any economic organization with a 
political object-that ia to aay, with the ob
ject of gaining control of the State. Ita e£. 
forta at political coDquelt of govtii'IIDMIIIt hue 

been in the form or political action-and this politi
cal action has never been = da."'II-ConscioWI proletar
ian movement, hut always the joining of forces 
with the small property holders, in their efforts to 
conquer power. Such was the Union Labor Party, 
the Greenback Labor Party, the Populists, the 
Bryan Free-Si!verites, the Progressives, and finally 
the Wilson Democrats. And, as we have noted 
in a preceding installment, these mo\·ements, which 
in essence "·ere nothing more than revolta of 
debtors against the strangling greed of the great 
capitalists, failed utterly. The control of Govern
ment by the great capitalists was too strong io 
break. 

In all these debtor-revolts, the farmer, who feels 
the pressure the most severely, was the most promin
ent elemenL Union labor followed the farmer
not as the propertyless industrial worker, !•1Jt u 
the owner, or prospective owner, of a little property. 
The latest of these revolutionary movements of 
small property holders is the Non-Partisan League, 
with its program of State hanks, State-controlled 
elevators and transportation lines, and its comhina· 
tion of the farmer with Union Labor in the citiea 
to wrest control of the State from the great fin8'l· 
cial interests. It, too, will fail. . . • 

For more than half a century Americur Labor 
has turned its attention alternately from politics 
to economic organization. Says John R. Commons 
in his ••History, of American Labor": ' 

"!he repeating' cycle of politica and trade unionism, 
pol!t•cal atruggll' ~ttd economic atruggle, political orpni· 
zat10n and economic organization, marka out the COUl'M 
of tltia hiatory of labor." 

. In t~~ last two decades before the European 
War, Umon Labor, disenchanted with the failure of 
pol~t~cal action, adopted the course of adjuring 
pohhcs, and developmg the economic organization 
alone. 

In the last decade before the European War, 
Houses of Congress, and was using the Courts to 
the Employers' Association had captured both 
Houses of Congress, and was using he Courts to 
rev.tve "conspiracy" charges against labor organi· 
zat10ns, and to defeat them by means of the in· 
junction, turned its attention to politics in order 
to protect its economic action. Political pr.!S&ure 
was brought to bear upon legislatures; lobbies 
were maintained at Washington ,and in the State 
legislatures; the policy of ••voting for our friends 
and defeating our enemies" was largely practised; 
Mr. Samuel Gompers and other lahor leaders were 
familiar figures in Congressional Committee rooms, 
arguing for or against such and such a hilL 

The legislative achievements oT Union Labor are 
impressive. A Department of Labor in Washington, 
and State ~urea us in almost every State; eight
hour laws m Government work, on the railwaya 
and in many States; Federal Boards of Arhitratio~ 
~d Con~iliation; Workmen's Compensation laws 
m most S~tes; restriction of foreign immigration, 
and exclus1on of Oriental laborers; Factory laws 
of all sorts, legislative safeguards, and legalization 
of strikes and picketing; and the Clayton Act, 
which declares that Labor ia not a commodity, 
and professes to aholiah the Ulle of injunctiona iD 
industrial disputes-a law which Mr. Gompen 
hailed at "the new Magna Charta." 

But in the last analysis, what does all this come 
down to? The Department of Labor in W aahing· 
ton repreeents nothing hut the interests of the 
upper strata of skilled workers; it is headed by a 
former workingman, William B. Wilson, who ac
quiesces in the persecutions of striking miners by 
the copper barons of Arizona, and defends the de
portation from the country of foreigners active in 
labor organization, on the ground that they are 
"Bolsheviki"; in. other words, it faithfully 11erve11 

the capitalist GovernmenL Long before the Eight
Hour laws were enacted, it was recognized by the 
more intelligent capitalillt ·employers that they 
would increase the e&icieney of workmen; ud eftiD 

now they are not obeyed by corporations whoee 
interests they do not eerve. Boards of Arbitration 
either "arbitrate" in favor of the employea, who 
will not relillquish au atom of their power, or fail. 
Most Workmen'a Compenaation laws are aubjeet to 
decisions of · ludustriaJ Commiaaiona, or similar 
Government bodies, and to appeal in the· capita lilt 
courts. Factory laws are generally diu-egarded. 
and strikes and picketing, \hough legalized, are 
still pr&~.:tically outlawed by the police. Tbe Clay
ton Act is not worth. the paper it is printed on. 

lu spite of the pheuomeual growth of the Ameri
can Federation of Labor, ud ita increaae of pawer, 
nevertheless industry bas grown fasts yet. Ev• 
before the war, that great .chievement of the Amer
ican Federation of Labor, the "trade ~t," a 
sort of partnership between organised labor aDd 
capital,-in which cont:"acta were signed between 
bargainin~ groupa to cover a period of ~ 
heeD aholi.&hed in the largest companiel, euch aa the 
United Statea Steel CorporatiOD. Little by 1iu1e 



Tbe New York Commlllliat s 

Left Wing Notes 
~IE Left Wing organiz.ation bu decided to sup· 
J. port the following. nominees and ask all re· 

Yolutionary Socialists to do likewise: 
For the NatioTUil Executive Commiltee, 1st Di.&

lrict: N. I. Hourwich, N. Y., Edward Lindgren, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., Louis C. Fraina, Boston, Mass. 

For lnternal.wnal Delegates: I. E. Ferguson, Chi
cago, Ill., John Reed, N. l'., Louis C. Fraina, Bos
ton, Mass., C. E. Ruthenberg, Cleveland, 0. 

For Executit"e Secretary oj Local New York: 
Mruimilian Cohen. 

• • • 
In view of the referendum on the State Executive 

Committee resolution to expel all branches and 
locals that have joined the Left Wing Section, all 
the brMches and locals throughout the State should 
make arrMgements to have Left Wing speaker& 
alate our case. 

• • • 
Left Wing ~peakers can be secured by com· 

municating with Maximilian Cohen, Secretary of 
the Left Wing Section, 43 West 29th Street, New 
York City. 

• • • 
All Left Wing communications for this column 

ahould be addre;.sed to Maximilian Cohen, 43 West 
29th Street, and should reach him not later tb.n 
Tuesday morning for insertion the same week. 

• • • 
Appeal for Funds for TheN. Y. Communiat 

CoMR.AnF<;: The Left Wmg is in need of funds for 
the issuance oi its paper; we have no dues paying 
membersh:p and are solely dependent upon the 
voluntary ~ YJtributions of comrades for our sup· 
port. If y01. think our movement is necessary, if 
you feel that we must have public expression, you 
must come to our supporL In the present crisis, 
more thPn ever before, we must keep in the field, 
our paper must be published. WE NEED FUNDS. 

• • • 
Cleveland, May 8, 1919. 

Dear Corurade: Thank you "ery much for the check {or 
$10.00 for a.W.Cripti:ma. It ia e.pecially appreciated at 
thia moment. 

In re~ard to the May Day Demon~tration and the at· 
tack made upon us by the agent~ of the exploiters, I wrote 
the &tory for the Revolutionary A~e, and also sent an ac· 
count which appears in tbia week's Social~l Neu·& to The 
New York Call. lllo doubt one of these will reach yoU. 

At the pr.,..eut time the tools of the ruling claas are 
t.Tyin~ their utmost to make uae of the fact that in the 
fighting which resulted from the attack upon Jl6, two po
licemen were burt, to railroad Tom Clifford and me to the 
penitentiary for from one to tift~"" years. The charge 
&!!ainst ua ia aMault with intent to kill, and the buia of the 
charge is a opeech. or speeches, we made urging people to 
participat~ in the May Day Demostration. 

A gang, probably picked for the job, amaahed our head· 
quarten while the comrades were fighting against the 
ganptere and hoodlums, aided by police, who attacked 
them. Every·thlng was amasbeci or atolen, ,DI·, of coune, 
we are "·orking under diJ!icultie. juat now. We h&Ye 
about a hundred comrades in the workhouae, most of 
whom, in -addition to their day&, have a fine included in 
their aentences, and we muat rawe $2,500.00 to pay th~ 
linea eo that they will not have to work them out at aixty 
cent a day, as well as to raiae the funda to fight the -
atill pending. 

However, the fighting apirit o£ the IIIO't'ement ia DOt 
killed. Lut Monday we accepted 335 new membera. AD
other day ia coming and we will fight on until victory ia 
OWL 

Fratemally youn, 
c E. RVTHE"BEK. 

the "basic" industries are lost to Organized La
bor. And the great mass of the unskill~ work· 
ers, deliberately excluded from the ranks of the 
privileged skill worker8 of the Federation, had 
been recruited by the I. W. W., which abjured poli· 
tical action of any sort, and whose object was the 
conquest of the State by ec.onomic action. 

The end of the European War leaves the great 
capitalists in command of the industrial world, and 
determined, if they can, to destroy labor organiza
tion for good and all. 

This is the result of the votes of the workers who 
put the Democratic Administration in power. 

To m,et this menace a powerful movement 'bas 
aprung U}J in the ranks :>f Union Labor, to form a 
Labor Party-a political organization which, by 
means of legislative reforms, will conquer power 
for the workers. its program ~ the marb of 
its historical senealogy-the psycl.ology of the 
IIDlllll property holder, and not of the proletarian. 

'Jl1e method of its organization ahowa oooe more 
American Labor'• invincible truat in the 110k, and 
in the p01eihility of .. partnership" with the capi· 
talilt clua. 

Only after painful experieDce will Labor realise 
that the capitalillt State ia "nothinB lui Ua4n • 
mGChine for the opprusion oj one cllu1 by GnO&I&er, 
and that rw less 10 in • demoi:ralic republic l1um 
ruwler a moMTchy." 

Labor cannnt enter into "partnership" within the 
capitalist Si.ate. Labor can only win the product 
of ill toil by the o-.erthrow of the 1111tire capitalist 
•yatem--DOthin! leea.. 

[f• h c Atia•Ml 

"Editor of THE Co•u.rUNIST: The members of the 
17th A. D. read Mr. Blumstein's letter in the May 
8th issue of the CoMMuNIST, with a great consensus 
of opinion that we are very fortunate to have had 
the. presence of this individual in our camp, only 
as a spy; and the feeling is one of relief rather 
than dismay, at the loss of the best and only orig· 
ina! "Mi~;~utes Stealer" in the organization. 

"Mr. Blumstein claims that in publishing certain 
remarks of his, THE COMMUNIST 'blackmailed' him. 
Does Mr. Blumstein know what blackmail really is, 
or is it possible that the editor of THE CoMMUNIST 
demanded that Blumstein turn over substantial 
parts of his private fortune as 'hush money?' 

"If Mr. Blumstein means to deny that he pointed 
out certain Party Members to a policeman, declar· 
ing that they are 'Anarchists and should be deport· 
ed,' then to his other accomplishments he has added 
that of being a liar, because the ~Titer can at any 
time produce the members whom he so attacked. 
It'is possible that Mr. Blumstein was at the time in 
such a rage that he does not remember having 
made the statements. The \\Titer would be quite 
willing to accept this explanation which is probably 
the true one, and it would also justify Mr. Blum
stein's existence as a member of the outlaw execu· 
tive committee of Local New York. 

"Fraternally, 
"Juuus CoDKIND." 

• • • 
2nd A. D. Kings has joined the Left Wing. 

• • • 
Italian Branch of the 2nd A. D., Manhattan, 

unanimously joined the Left Wing. 
• • • 

R~gular meeting of the City Committee held May lith, 
1919. 

Meeting called to order and Comrade Hammer elected 
as chairman. 

Minutes of the pre'rioua meeting read aad accepted with 
one correction. 

Following cr .. dentiala ~ubmitted and accepted: 
Wm. Schachter and Dolgin, 17th A. D. 
Halpern and Sirkin, Jewish llr. 3, Local Bronx. 
Nesim and Pfeffer. 2nd A. D., N. Y. 

Steinhilber and Rl'icbenthal, Branch Ridgewood No. 1. 
Scharf and Goodman, Branch 2. 5th A. D., Local Queena. 
Camorda anti QuintiJiani, 2nd A. D~ Italian. 
The following communications were read: 
A letter from Local Hartford that they voted for the 

M•nife..t<:> and ..-nd their grettinge to ua. Letter filed. 
From Local Queen• that the Executive Commiteee in· 

atructed its delegate8 to tb .. Central Committee to exp~ 
the intentio .Jl of Local Queena to help the 17th A D~ to 
retain its membership, and to iMtruct the delegates to the 
State Committee demanding that the Berenherg reaolu· 
tion be submitled to a referendum at once. Communica· 
tion referred to Executive Committee. 

From the U.ttisb Branch, donating a JDODey order of 
$26.20 for the CO.IIMCNIST. Accepted. 

From .GuHalo, with a contribution from Poliah Brauch, 
amounting to $5.65. Accepted. 

Leaflet from Oeveland referred to the CoM.IfUNI!T. 
From fi'Ve locals UJH!tate asking for Left Wing apeak. 

era. Request baa already been complied with and Gi11ow 
to go aa speaker. Communication filed. 

Esecuti'Ve Secretary' a report: 
Income for the month of April ___ $1,304 17 
Expenditure. . ·--------------- 1,219 03 

Balance ------------------------ $ 85 14 
P~oua balance on hand_____ 322 76 

Caab on hand ------------------- 1417 90 
Subscription Iiata are coming in alowly and he auggeata 

the iliauance of pledge cards, and to adverti.,. the CoM· 
MUNIST by g.,tting out p<lfitera or placards To initiate a 
referendum for the recall of the El!ecuti'Ve Secretary of 
Local New York. The regular mernheT&hlp meeting was 
called for May 25th. To iuue proclamation on the Peace 
Treaty. Branch Ridgewood donated $20.00. 

Executive Committee 'a repon: 
Recommendation to print S,OUO liata of the 'Varioua nomi· 

Dee& for the coming eJections, and to ad'Vertiae the CoM· 
MUNIST on the back of these l~t&. Concurred in. 

That all delegates to City Central Committee aecure ref· 
ert"ndum ballots for the debarred branches. Concurred in. 

That City Committee concur in action of editora and bu. 
ineu manager in printing COIIIWNJST at Graphic Fr.. at 
$120.00. Carried .. 

That the letter from Gerber announcing the re-organiza. 
tion of the 6th A D~ be printed in Tm: CoMMUNIST with 
~ comment, aud to inatruct the •uapended mem· 

LEFT WING MEMBER
SliP MEETING 

-ON-
SUNDAY, MAY ZSth, at 1 P M. 

-..41-

MANHATTAN LYCEUM 
6li EAST 4th STREET 

NEW YORK CITY 

TO ELECT AND INSTRUCT 

DELEGATES TO NATIONAL 

LE17' FING CONFERENCE 

hera to Rod 6rm and proceed with the:ir .,..._ C.. 
curred in. 

Motion carried that the aame action be taba by all oU. 
au•pended branch,., and that the teeretary aeacf· a ..... 
to the 2nd A. D~ ..dviaing them how &o proceed wbea dllir 
branch ia re-orpnized. 

Recommendation that the baaia far the Left 1Vmc N.. 
tiona! Convention be the a~.ceptance o£ the Left Wille Mui
feoJto and Program with amendmelua 111d &o wodt oat a 
Coru;titution. Concurred in. 

Motion carried that ~be lat•er pana o£ ~ (C) ... 
(E) on page 13 be lotncken out from the Manifel&o. 

Recommendation that the delegate~ &o the NatioDal C.. 
vention uae their own diacretion on. matten the, are DOt -. 
structed in, alway• preaei"Ving the Le!t Will& principia 
Concurred in. 

Recommendation that the place far tlr• caJ1iaa of die 
Nat10nal Convention he left &o the .._mm..., c:aiJed for 
that purpoee. Concurred in. 

Recommendation that the repreaentation be - for 
every 500 members or fraction thereof without limitaticm • 
to mnimum reprNentation. Concurred in. 

Recommendation to elect 12 cleleptea ud three alz.. 
nates. ConcurreJ in. 

Delegates elected are: Lindgren, Hounricb, Lore, Pu1, 
Waton, Wolfe, MacAlpine, Reed, Larkin, Coheu, Zucker ulll 
Gitlow. Alternates elected are: Hammer, K. Broc1ekJ IUIIl 
Vaughn. 

Motion carried that the Executive Committee with tM 
Left Wing membera o£ regular City Committee, proceed • 
once for the calling of a meetin& o£ the Convention of aD 
the Greater New York locala for the p~ of couolidaa. 
in~~: them into one local, and that it be done immediately. 

Motion carried to call a memberahip meet.ina; and elect 
there an emergency committee to function far the ape1W 
members and brancbea. 

Announcement that Local Queena donated $5.00. That 
they will initiate a motion to lltop the expalaioD of ._.. 
hera. 

Motion carried &o refer to the Executift Committee U. 
eelling of Martens' newly tranalated book "A Year of Pt. 
letarian Dictatonhip," and the printin& o{ the boo& by 
Bucharin. , 

Char~..,. "ere preferred againat Cornell; that be voted 
against the Left Wing on all propo.itiona at a -me ol 
Local Kings. Charges referred &o the Executive Commit:tae 

Meeting adjourned. 
F AJ'fNIE Hoaownz, 

Recordiu& Secretuy. 

AS charges have now been preferred apinllt Cit
low by the Right Wing in the Bronx. the Left 

Wing has c!~opped its investigation of him. 
• • • 

We are informed that owing to the inability ol 
the Right Wing spies to get material, The Socildill 
will only appear once every two weeb, weather 
and other circumstances permitting. 

• • • 
This will be a great disappointment to many 

comrades who are a"·aiting with breath!eu intereat 
for Berenberg to reach the Left Wing Manifesto 
and Program in his article "The Left Wing Mani
festo". 

• • • 
We, ourselves, find it diflicult to curb our impa· 

tience for further utterances from Lou.ia Waldman 
as to what Socialism really ia. 

• • • 
But perhaps as he is going on the barricadea be 

will not have time for writing. 
• • • 

Speaking of btorricades we would aak Lou.ia il 
he going to fight like a tiger when be gets there. 

• • • 
We understand that the 2nd A. D. is going to 

hold a meeting for the purpoee of instructing Ju
lius S. Smith as to what is really transpiring iD 
his Branch. If he has not time to attend Branda 
meetings, 5c a week expend.:d on TaE CoiOitlJUST 
will keep him accurately informed. 

• • •• 
We are glad to learn from T~ SocitllVI that 

PBDCho Villa IS a Standard Oil bandit, u thia prob
ably aecounts for why John D. Roclefeller waa 80 
oppo!!ed to the efforts of the United Statee to tab 
V ilia dead or alive. 

• • • 
As to The Socildist enquiry about how to fl'lt 

Marx' "Capital" for 50 cents, we wonder that tbe 
editors should need Marx when they bne .Wald
man, who is going to give the ltate the railroad., 
coal mines, water-ways, telegraph and tl!llephoae 
lint!!. Pood old Charley Marx had an idea that "te 
lUte would be abolished UDder Soci•liam 

• • • 
The Right Wing bas discoftftd that Comra4le 

Max Cohen is not an American ciU.U. Thia ia 
causing great indignation among the Semi-Com
rades who have just takeu out tbeir aecoud papers. • • • 

We want to make our positi011 clear ODOe aDd for 
ull. Although we admit Max Cohen is at fault, we 
ref use to &ign a petition to have him deported. Be
sides he informs us that if he had been a citiaeo he 
might have been an Alderman, and thia decided him 
to remain in the outer darkDea 

• • • 
The stat~t of the Executive Committee ol 

Local New York, concerning the Left· Wiq, ,.
like Babu!Jella Brc:ohkonkaya'a appeal for .._. 
ventiou in Ru.ia. 



The Productivity of Russian Labor 
From the Ruaaian Soviet Government'• rll'lt Annual Report 

(Co~4 fr- ,_, Wftlc.) 

At the beginning of 1918 a definite break became 
obvious in the mood of the workers, in the aense 
of recognizing the necessity of introducing strict 
labor dii!Cipline and a readiness and willingness to 
have the piece-"·age ~tablilhed. At the same time 
the administration of the establishment undertook 
the planning and gradual realizuti:m of a project 
ef technical reorganization of the factory produc
tion; the factory committee, at the aame time select
ing the best methods of introducing labor diaci
;:>line, propagated the idea of the necessity of the 
latter amongst the masses of the workers. 

In the Spring of the present year there was or
lanized a mixed cc:mnittee of representatives of the 
adlrinistration and workers' organizations, which 
worked out rules for the internal factory mana~ 
ments; these were later confirmed by a general 
meeting of the workers and the administration of 

the establishmenL 
The practical introduction of labor disciplinary 

rules which in the main corr~pond io the labor 
laws, ha,·ing for· its purpose the introduction of 
the piece-wage, required a certain time for pre
liminary work a~d the improvement of the techni
cal equipment of the shops; but during June, July 
and August th~ prcblems were in a greater or 
lesser degree solved, and the factory now works 
completely on the bases of piece-wage &eales. 

The introduction of piece work was preceded by 
eerious doubts on the pm of the "·orkers as well 
u on that of the administration, because they feared 
that at the beginning the wages of piece workers 
would prove imuflicient as a result of the general 
di5integration of production, and also because the 
workers the~eh-es had lost the habit of more in
tensive labor. The workers greatly doubted the 
auccess of the enterprise, particularly on account 
of their pqy~oical exhaustion as a result of poor 
nutrition; it seemed that the ~eral desire to 
establish the piece-wage system wu threatened by 
no small dangers. It wu decided that at the be
pnning. approximately for about three mo~ths, ~e 
rules of labor discipline would be apphed w1tb 
the necessarv laxity, and that to i.he tariff !!Cales 
there would be added, in case of necessity, pre-pay
ment to individual workers in ca..~ where 
the vrice-fixing commission found that the failure 
to produce the output required was not a result of 
uegligence or lack of skill on the part of the work
er himself, hut the result of the general decline of 

.fficiency in production. 
But finally, however, these fears proved to be 

eonsiderably exaggerated, and the output of the 
workers turneil out to be completely satisfactory, 
ao mud• so that the above mentioned correctives 
laad to be applied in rare case5 only. 

v;'hile establishing new wage ~Cales, the latter 
were incre3sed as compared to the rates of 1914 
proptJrtionately to th~: average exchange, with an 
additional 25'/c on account of the shortening of the 
working day from 10 to 8 hours, 25% on account 
ef the decrease of labor efliciency as a result of 
poor nutrition and ahout 1% to 10';0 on account 
of a somewhat lowered norm accepted for an aver
age daily output in 1914. 

Thus the accepted increue in piece wages for reg
alar work, to which clau most labor belongs, showed 
itself, as regards the hourly output, in an increase 
of 50%, and in regard to a daily output an increa1e 
of 357c. Some jobs, having no direct examplN in 
1914, were revalued anew· iD accordance with the. 
experience of the daily output; in lleftl'al factories 
lhe above "mentioned ~ were made. 

As a result of wages calculated thus, it was 
proven that the average weekly pay of piece work
era has exceeded the daily pay by 30-160<fo, an 
average of about 80% ; i. e., the aver88" output of 
worken durin! the eight hour workiDg day ia al
ready now about equal to that produced in 1910 
during a ten hour working day. The comparison 
of several separate operationa bas enabled us to 
discover lhe average hourly production of la
bor. The time paued since the introduction of 
piece-work ia no_t auliciellll to warraot a final COD· 

eluaioo of the naulta achiewld. '*' ~lui, alae 
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/ud thal tM hourly produaiviJy of lllbor in 1914 
luu already been auained, must be con.silkretl more 
or le~ establisMd. In the future, with the elimi
nation of the uchnical and economic disinle&ration 
of production, and with an increased adaptability 
of tM worurs them.6elveJ to more inlen.sioe lllbor, 
we mwt upect a mar/u!d incrt!lUe in pr~ 
irrespective of any cluJnges in the uchnicGl tUpecll 

of tM worlc. 

Similar information we have regarding the Til
mans and Luberetslcoye factories in the M011Cow 
districts. The reports of a number of chemical, 
powder and other factories show an increue in the 
productivity of labor to. a norm approaching 
that of peace time. 

At the present time when the most acute period 
of hunger must be considered as passed, when the 
har\'t:sting of the grain goes on in the main satia
factorily,one may and a;hould- expect further im
provements in this field. For was not hunger 
that merciless power which could .. destroy every
thing," as the workeri' representatives used to say? 
The proletarian gradually takes possession of in
dustry. For the year of the J'e\·olution he can with 
pride ,;ew the past route and to look at the in
~;arnation of his slogans in ordinary practical 
life. There is much more for him to do, 
but the most diflicult has already been achieved. 
Now everything is clear: the road is found, the 
work begun. With the greatest heroism the RU5-
sian worker realizes his economic system of Com
munism, gradually and infallibly perfecting ita 
mechanism. That which the bourgeois world of 
Europe could not man11ge, that which the Kerensky 
band of chatterboxes could not handle, the RU5-
sian worken are beginning to accomplish I!IUCCeU

fully. At the time when bourgeois economy 
disintegrates more and more with every passing 
hour, the proletarian people's economy develope 
and becomes stronger.· The first alrudy gives oft' 
the breath of a rotting corpse, the second ia just ~ 
ginning to live and to bloseom. The dead are 
still clinging to the living. but with growing reaola· 
tion does the yoWJg world push down the old ooe. 
The Russian worker no longer wants to live in a 
kingdom of ghosts and shadows, be longingly 
stretches out his hands to the coming Spring, for 
ever breaking with the old ~ern. Without 
compassion or pity he breaks ,.;th it, leaving to 

the bourgeois corpses to bury their dead. 

It is necessary to note besides the econo~. also 
the psychological significance for the workers of 
the nationalization of industry. From the moment 
of the transfer of industries into the hands of the 
Soviet government, the worker no longer labon 
for the benefit of a capitalist, but for that of the 
whole republic of proletariaD!! and poor peasants. 
If before nationalization the worker had not suffi
cient incentive to increase the. intensity of labor to 

the point of high efficiency, then, from the moment 
of workers' control, e\erything changes radically. 
t'pon him now depends the finding of raw materials 
and fuel, the obtaining of orders, the delivery of 
the products, the financing of production and the 
payment of the workers. The deep significance of 
the November Revolution as it is prompted by the 
class feeling of the workers, consists in nationaliu
tion, which ia becoming socialization, of the whole 

industrv. 
Th~ who daily and nightly sing funeral IODgll 

over the economic measures of the Soviet pvern· 
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ment, do not notice the buie tendency to an increaae 
in the productivity of labor which hu markecllr 
developed in the laat few JDODtba. 

The workers and their government cannot DID· 

age industry! Back to eapitaliam! Such is the 
.. revolutionary" slogan of the Capitaliat-Meoshid 
bloc. 

Alas! -merciless history here also laugt. 
at them. In Ukraine and Siberia the power b.M 
temporarily passed from the workers to the bour
geoisie, and the latter immediately baa replaced 
the economic plan of the proletariat by one of ita 
own. And what are the results of this change? 

To all the critica of the Com~nuniat progr11111 
of the Paris workers of 1871, Marx replied-"Doe~ 
capitalistic society still exist in ita maiden state of 
purity and chastity? Have not its hues developed. 
ita eelf-deceptiom been revealed, its prostituted 
reality been discovered?"' 

Back to capitalism! Here ia the iOle light-hoDMI 
amidst the stormy waves of the Communist Revol• 
tion. Thus think "Socialists" suckled by a bour
geois wet nurse in childhood fifty yean after the 
experience of the Commane. 

The capitalisu must return to the factories 
and mills and pull the reins harder, because la
bor discipline and the produ('tivity of labor ha..-e 
decreased. They forget that the fall in the pro
ductivity of labor is an incessant proceu that went 
on with gigantic strides both during Curiam and 
Kerenakyiun. 

Let the impartial language of the official statU
tics of the capitalist government of Skoropadsky 
give a clear and exhaustive reply to the question at 

iuue. 

The output of coal and anthracite in the Done&a 
buin was lihown in 1918 in the followillg figures 
of millions of poodl: 

January ------------ 80 million poodl 

February --------- 38 .. .. 

March ---------- 65.7 .. .. 

April ---------- -'5 .. • 
May coal ------- 27 
May anthracite ---- 20 

June coal ---------- 12 
June anthracite --- 4 

.. .. .. 
.. .. 
.. 
.. 

For the railroads it became necessary to ia
port Silsian coal (from Germany). In July a 
bourgeois genius propoaes to increase the output 
of the Donetz basin . . • to 18 '!li!!in'"' pood.-

. a figure, according to our con\iction, greatly ex

aggerated. The Kiev flock of profeuors and bour
geois, relying upon Austro-Gertl'lan military and 
capitalistic forces, for two and a half montha 
of its works, can only admit the complete 
failure of its economic program. However, of 
this epeak.s not only the impartial lan~ of 
figures, but the Austro-Gennan command itaelf. ia 
whose "control" the coal mines were placeci Not 
long ago it unofficially pat to the members of the 
peace delegation of the Soviet Republic the fol
lowing question: On what conditions would the 
Soviet Republic be willing to usiat them in organ
izing the coal output in tbe Donetz basin? To uk 
such a question me.r.ue w confese their own im
poteDce. But not «>nly the coal in~natry ia in a 1tate 
of complete paralyais. the entire metaHargy of the 
South· ia also dead si.oce the day of the capture of 
power in Ukraine by the adveuturous trailon who 
~ld themeelves to the abark.s of Genaan and A.. 
triaD capitaliam. 

UDder conditions of the l»Niellt l'fWolutiOD the 
bourgeoisie ia no loqer capable of managins or 
of reconstructing iodumy, whil~ the prolet.arid 
each day maba po•n•ioD of th.a all the fi.raao 
aDd bettar. 

Frightened, the bourpoia do DOt want to eee the 
tendency toward the ~g of labor CGDtrol; 
.wbbom iD their deaire to overthrow the worbn' 
dictatonbip, they cloee their eara whiD ~ 
apeab of an iDcnue iD the procluctmty of W... 



The~-* York Communitt '· 
An Outline of the Communist International 

Adopted by the Congress of the Communist lntemational in Moscow [March 1-6, 1919] 
IL 

The conquest of political power by the proletar
iat means the annihilation of the political power 
of the bourgeoisie. The power of the bourgeoisie 
lies in its state machinery, with iu capitalist army 
under the leadership of capitalist-junker officers, 
its police, its prison wardens and judges, its par
aons, state officers, etc. The conquest of political 
power means not only t.he ~hange of persons in the 
cabinet of ministers, hut the annihilation of the 
.tate machinery of the foe, the conquest of the real 
power, the di~ar•aing of the bourgeoisie, of the 
counter-revolutionary officers, of the White Guard; 
and the arming of the proletariat, of the revolution
ary eoldiers, ·of the workers' Red Guard; the aboli
tion of all capitalist judges and the organization of 
the proletarian court; the abolition of the rule of 
the reactionary state officers and the creation of new 
executive organs of the proletariat. Immediately 
after the victory of the proletariat follows the di.t 
organization of the hostile power, the organization 
of the proletarian power, the destruction of the 
capitalist, and the erection of the proletarian, state 
machinery. Only after the proletariat has become 
victorious and the resistance of the bourgeoisie has 
been broken, can the workers use their former foea 
for the new order, place them under control, and 
gradually add to the work of the communist con
atruction. 

• • • 
The proletarian state, like every state, it a ma

chine for suppression, but this :nachinery is direct
ed against the foe of the working class. Il.l aim is 
to break. the resistance of the exploiters, who use 
all the power at their command to smother the 
revolution in blood; its aim is to make this resist
ance impossible.; the proletarian distatorship, 

Soviet Russia's Red Army 
(Con.linued from JIG6e 3) 

''The greater part of the Ukraine is now 
in the hands of the workers' an peasants' 
government of the Ukraine. . And ~it will 
be the greatest aid to Sov1et Russ~a. Let 
us first consider the regiments of the d1rectorate 
under Hetman Petlura, and then the troops of the 
Entente. In Petlura's ·army are the ukrainian na
tionalists and the counter-r~·olutionists, in addi
tion to some Galician regiments. His troops never
theless are already fairly disorganize~ and are d~
eerting to us in masses. Our Bolshev1st H~ ~ 
Ukraine is Rakovsky, formerly very promment m 
the Rumanian S. P. In Sebastopol and Odessa the 
Entente han its main basis of operations. They 
even have negroes there. In Ukraine we have cap
tured districts which have put all together .everal 
millions of poods of grain into our surplus. The 

ATTENTION! 
Members of local Brons Socialiat Party. 
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TO ATTEND A 
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At 1 o'clock 
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[ Brou Opera Ho:.e Bld&-.] 
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which openly places the working class in a privi
leged position in &<>eiety, is on the other hand a 
provisional institution. When the resistance of the 
bourgeoisie is broken, when it is expropriated and 
gradually reduced to the labor strata, the proletar
ian dictatorship disappears, the states dies out and 
with it classes vanish. 

So-called democracy, i. e., bourgeois democracy, 
is nothing but the concealed dictatorship of the bour
geoune. The much praised general "national will" 
exists as much as the "united people." In reality the 
classes exist-the classes with opposite, irreconcila
ble purpose8. But as the bourgeoisie is a small 
minority, it needs tnis fiction-the "national 
will" - of nice, pleasant-sounding words to 
strengthen its dominion over the laboring classes 
and impose its will upon the proletariat. The pro
letariat, on the contrary, being an overwhelming 
majority of the population, exercises the class pow
er of its mas!' organization, of its soviets (councils), 
to abolish the privileges of the bourgeoisie and to 
_assure the transition to the communist society. 

The main power of bourgeois democracy lies in 
the purely f'Jrmal declaration of "rights and lib
erties," which are unattainable by the laboring peo
ple, the proletarians and half-proletarians, while 
the bourgeoisie utilizes its material means to deceive 
and defraud the people through its press and ill 
organizlftion. In opposition to this the soviet 
sy~tern (council system), this new type of the 
State power, endeavors mainly to give the prole
tariat an opportunity to realize its rights and lib
erties. The soviet power gives the hest palaces, 
houses, printing shopE, paper stocks, etc., to the 
workers for their press, their meetings, their unions 
and other organizations. And only through such 
methods "ill proletarian democracy be realized. 

Bourgeois democracy, with its parliamentary 

Germans obtained no more than a fraction of the 
grain they expected from Ukraine. It was a poor 
speculation on the patriotism of other races! What 
they got they found on the farms of big farmers 
and land-holders, where it had been collected in 
great stores. But the small farmers were crafty, as 
they always are, they buried the grain in their 
fields!" 
Comrade Sldandsky lighted his fourth cigarette be
fore he got through with Ukraine. We also went 
into the question of the inner organization and the 
working methods of "Red Army." But we must 
p05tpone this to another day. 

It is so cold here in the "Iron corridor" in the 
fortress of the Kremlin, that I am hardly anxious 
to look a bit at the heavy military map 

system, defrauds, by worda, the DWI8fJI of partici
pation in the state administration. Actually tbe 
massea and their organizations are totally deprn.l 
of the real state administration. In the aoviet -r-
tem the masse.; theDlllelves adminisu:r, for the 10o 

vieu attract the ever-increasing ·multitude of the 
workers to tLe &l.ate administration. Only through 
this method will the whole laboring people gradu
al! y become interested and take an active part ill 
the administration. The aoviet system rea upoD 
the IIWIS organizations of the proletariat, upoa tbe 
soviets themselves, upon the revolutionary labor 
unions, cooperativa, etc. 

Bourgeoit democracy and the parH•mentuy 
system separate the muses from the State, by the 
division o! legislative and executive power, by the 
toleratiou oi unrecallable manJates. In the ao'riet 
system, on the contrary, the right of recall, tbe 
union of the legislative and executive power, tbe 
function of the !<>\iets as working colleges, unite 
the masses with the administrative organs. Thia 
unity is promoted also by the fact that under tbe 
10viet system the election~ d:emaelv• are con
ducted, not in accordance with artificial territorial 
dlstricts, but in accordance with productiw 
units.. 

The aoviet system thus realizes true proletarian 
democracy, the democracy for and of the proletar· 
iat against the bourgeoisie. The industrial pro
letariat it preferred in a &eose as the leading, belt 
organized and politically JllO"'t mature clue, under 
which the half proletarians and small peuam. 
gradually arise. This provisional privil~ of the 
industrial proletariat is utilized to withdraw the 
poorer petit-bourgeois maseea in the country, from 
the influence of the large peasants and the bcur
geoisie. and to organize and educate them u c. 
worken in Communist construction. 

which I only got this evening, 8eDl to me from 
the AJI Russia General Staff. It shows that the 
front of the Red Army, drawn continuously and 
without any reg:u-d to the thin reporting and patrol 
lines, represent a front-:ine of all together 12.000 
kilollll!lers, in other wr.rds, five times as long a 
the entire external islr.nd coastline of Norway from 
Christiana tc> Borisglep on the V arangian bound
ary! And the area which the Red Army has WOD 
back for Ceniral Russia in the first year of its ac
th·ity amounts to about 3,240,000 .quare kilom&
ters, or about ten times the area of all of Norway. 

And now I sh3ll light a Russian cigarette. I am 
eager physically to find somehing that will fill the 
largest space in a short time--even if it it only 
cigarette smoke. 

A Moderate Socialist Office-Holder 
(Con.titwetl from ,..e l) 

Q.-Tell ns what you spoke on-that &OCial revo
lution? 

/Question objected to by Zabel and c>bjection 
sustained.) 

Alter he had testified and was leaving the court 
hnilding, LaDucca was arrested by the police. 
Counsel for defense objected to the u-r;:.,"t of a wit
ness for he defense, to which Zabel gave the fol
lowing answer: 

label-If this man was taken I don't know, be is 
not a witness any more, he hu testified and ha! left 
the court room; and what the police department 
does with him is none of counsel's h•ll!iness. 

In reporting the arrest of LaDucca, T~ Mi.lwau· 
ue Leader wrote as follows: 

"Thne other memben of the 10061 Italian 
branch of the Socialist party were 8J'1"ee!ted Monday, 
and the police announced that literature had been 
foun~ on their persons that might prove of signfi
cance." 

After deliberating eeventeen minutetl, the jury 
found the eleven defendants guilty of "Asaault 
with Intent to Murder." 

Commenting on their conviction, T~ Mi.l~ 
L-lkr of December 29th, 1917, had the following 
to eav: 

"The element which eeemed to weigh most heav
ily against the d~fendants during the trial was the 
fact that th~y were auppoeed to have been mem
bers of an alleged anarchisti.:: organization in Bay 
V>- (Milwaukee) ·which advocated the overthrow 
of the existing formt of government and 10eiety by 
foroc." 

Judp A~ C. B.olau impoeed upon the 

eleven defendants a uniform emtence of tweaty
five yean' imprisonment, the minimum .enteDoe 
that he might have impoaed upon them being 01111 
year. 

Before imposing eeuteoee Ju~ Backus .d
dres.~ to the dc!endants the follo'(ing word.t: 

'There can be no excu.e for your icticms.. Yoa 
h11ve handed yourselves together and wonhi= 
at the shrine of criminal anarchy. You have 
dri1.king from the bitter cup of poiaon which ha 
led to your destruction." 

The man responsible for the tending to rriaon of 
eleven Milwaukee workers for a term o twenty
five years, who charged them with a crime. which, it 
Wa! evident, they did not commit, and who brought 
about their conviction by bruen illegalitiea, by the 
vilest sort of trickery and by inRaming the mind. 
of the members of the Jury agaimt the defeodmu 
by producing evidence intended to show that the 
defendants were IOCiali.sts. members of the L W. 
W. and anarchists, was Winfred C. Zabel, Socia1iat 
DiAtrict Attorney for Milwaukee County. 

It remained for the Supreme Court of WiacoDUD 
to almost entirely undo the crime againll elewm 
members of the working clii.SI committed by Social
ist District Attorney Winfred C. Zabel. 1'be w-. 
consin Supreme Court has juat aet aside the con
viction .a:ured by Zabel in the cue of niDe of the 
e)e,·en prisoners, !Ieveil of whom· haft been freed 
altogether (after having apent over a year and a 
half in prU.On) and two of whom are to 8'et mother 
trial. The two whoee conviU.ioa the Sapreme 
Court confirmed, will, .. appGUS likely, 800D Ale 
pudooed. 



I. The New York~ 

The Pink Terror 

ON Thursday evening, just as dusk wu descend
ing on the East Side and lights began to ap· 
pear in the store windows, a number of 

Right Wing members of the 8th A. D., grasping 
.,..hite papers firmly in their right hands, were seen 
•linking in the shadows of the houses toward East 
4oth Street. When a fellow member of the Branch 
approached they were observed to huddle closer to 
the wall and hurry past with averted faces. They 
were on their way to the "reorganization" meeting 
in Casino Hall, 85 East 4th Street, at the command 
of the Executive Committee, and the last lingering 
weds of conscience still troubled them. But 
black night, under whose pall men do deeds that 
blanch their faces in the clear light of dawn, 
dropped dnwn, and smothering the faint cries of 
conscience, tht Ring Wingers hurried on. 

Early the same morning a carefully picked 
group of Right Wingers had received the following 
ktter: 

"Dear Comrade:-A meeting of the memben of the Bth 
A-.emhly District, Socialist Party, will ~ held Thunday, 
May 8th, at 8.30 P. M., at the Caaino Hall, 85 Eaat 4th 
Street. 

"This meeting is called by the Executive Conunittee of 
Local New York for the purp<>ae of reorga_.,izing a branch 
of the Sociaii.st Party in the 8th Assembly District. 

"For the put months, it was impossible for the m~ 
of the branch to conduct meetings, and to transact the 
le~titimate business of the Party ~uae of a group of 
eeli-6tyled 'Left. Wingen,' who place allegiance to factional· 
i&m abov~ that of the Party and who have organized a Party 
within the Party, meeting ~hind closed doon and deciding 
beforehand ,.·hat is to ~ done at the meetings of the 
branch; aend delegates to a Central Committee of a fac
tion where these delegates receive instructioru what they 
are to do and how thev are to act at the meetings of the 
Central Commillee, wiih every member bound to vote in 
the branch as the leaders dictate; and every delegate in 
the Central Committee must act u the steering conunittee 
directs. 

"The Party organization must be free from any dictator· 
ehip. no matter in "·hat form it manifests itaelf. 

~This meeting on Thur&day, May 8th, is to place an or· 
pnization in the district free from dictaton and from out· 
!aide influence. 

"There is no intention of curbing the. ideas of the com· 
rades. DiocUBSion of Party matten are alweys desirable, 
but there is no room for another organization within the 
orj!anization, and only auch comrades who are not mem· 
hero of the 'Left \hog Section' or who have ceaaed to be 
diliated and left the 'Left Wing' will be admitted to mem-
benhip. . 

~Bring your Party card with you, as no one will be ad· 
milled without a card. Only memben of the 8th A. D. 
will ~ admitted. 

~All comrades having the welfare of the Party at heart, 
and who are not memben of the 'Left Wing' ahould at· 
lend. and help build up a loyal party branch in the 8th 
A. D. 

Yocu-. for a United and Solidi£cJ O.jianization, 
EXECUTIYE COMMITTEE. 

Local New York, Socialist Party. 
Simultaneously the organizer of the Branch, 

. Comrade Dauber, received the following ukase: 
MI. Sam Daul..er, 

Organizer, 8th A»embly District, 
Local New York, Socialist Party. 

uDear Comrade:-This is to inform you that the Execu· 
tin Commillee decided. that in view of the fact that your 
branch io aJiiliated and an integral part of the 110-('.al.led 
"Left Wing Section,' an organization within the party or
&anization, organized for the purpose to destroy the putT 
organization, and contrary to the decisions of Lo..al New 
Y orlt., your branch is therefore suspended from the organ
ization, and is no longer an i&tegral part of Local New 
York.. 

"_.\ meeting of the memben of the 8th A. D. will be 
u.lled by the sub-committee of the Executive Conunittee 
u eoon as practicable for the p•.upoee of reorga.nixing the 
bruc:h. 

wFor the Executive Committee of Local New York. 
"Juuus GERBER, 
"Executive Sec'y." 

Several Left Wingers, being informed of the 

For the Freedom of Deba and all other 
Political Pri.oaera 

Tht: Conference of rite RUS$ian Reoolu.tionary Social· 

isr or«oni.wtions of Nne York and vicinity, lotelht:r 

.-ilia tht: 4th Rwsian BrtiiiCh S. P. colll you k1 o 
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IV. Bloody Thursday in the 8th A. D. 

plot, went down to Casino Hall to investigate the 
matter. Once wide the building they were sub
jected to a close scrutiny by the retainers of the 
Executive Committee, led by Grossman, and those 
known to be Left Wingers were refused admittance 
to the meeting. Those who· survived this first ex· 
aminhtion were ushered into the hall where they 
were immediately seized by the second line of de
fense, led by Abe Beckerman, alilll! Abie the Agent, 
of the 6th A. D., and subjected one by one, to a 
protracted investigation as to their political, relig
ious and artistic beliefs. 

"Are you a member of the Left Wing?" one 
comrade was asked. 

"Do you believe in an organization within an or
ganization?" 

"Do you submit to this reorganintion ?" 
When he refm.ed to answer these questions he 

was informed that be couldn't be a member of :he 
Party unless he answered. Herepliedthathehadbeen 
a member of the Socialist Party for four years, that 
no charges had e'\'er been brought against him, and 
that he had no reason to believe that he was under 
compulsion to ans"·er any questious A discussion 
then took place bet"·een the members of the investi· 
gating committee, ~me wanting to expel him from 
the meeting and others arguing that he be allowed 
to remain. Finally they decided to allow him to 
stay. 

After ~me thirty or forty people had gathered 
in the hall, Potter, a member of the 21st A. D., took 
the chair and announcing that the meeting was 
open, called upon Beckerman to state its purpOBe. 
Beckerman announced that the Executive CoTtUDit
tee wanted the names and addresses of those who 
stood for the "reorganization" scheme. He further 
explained that these names would be investigated 
and another meeting called for those who were 
found to be satisfactorv-or in other words, suffi
ciently devoid of intelligence to obey without ques
tion all tht. commands of the Party bureaucracy. 

He continued to the effect that as he was not sure 
that all those ;,resent were Right Wingers, no busi· 
ness could be transacted. At this point somebody 
called attention to the fact that the chairman had 
not been elected. Immediately Anita C. Block aug
mented Abie's remarks by saying that those who 
gave their names in "·ould be investigated, and if 
found to be 0. K., would be invited to another 
meeting. 

Comrade Schneider, "'ho is not a member of the 
Left Wing, made an objection to this procedure, and 
moved that the meeting start reorganization right 
away and for that purpose that a chairman be im
mediately elected and the meetinp; proceed to busi
ness. Beckerman told the chairman that this mo
tion was out of order and the semi-comrade from 
the 21st A. D. ruled accordingly. Schneider ap-
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pealed from the decision or the chair but Becker· 
man again instructed that no appeali were in order 
and the chair so ruled. Schneider protested thia 
decision and eeveral comrades demanded that the 
protest be recorded, but Beckerman, with that cold 
logic that so often baa u,·ed the Board of Alder
men from deviating from the paths of duty, pointecl 
out that as there ~were no records nothing could be 
recorded. 

It was then decided by the Executive Commi&
tee's mercenaries that only questions Were in order. 
Asked whether any member of the Socialist Party, 
not a member of the Left Wing, would he permitted 
to joint the new Branch no matter what hia or her 
beliefs, Beckerman answered in the affirmative. 
Whereupon he w·.~ asked how his an8wer aquared 
with Anita C. Block's statement, but this he refused 
to answer on the ground that he did not want to eo
ter into a personal discuuion. 

He then declared the meeting adjoUrned. h il 
a!lthoritatively statNf that the net results of the 
meeting were about twelve names and addreaee.. 
Waldman claims 71, but his knowledge of the 
facts doubtless equals his knowledge of Socialism. 

"While this ~~erio-comic meeting was going on, the 
majority of the members of the Branch were at
tending the regular Branch meeting in the head
quarters, which waa still intact owing to the fact 
that a guard had been formed to protect the furni
ture from Assemblymen and Aldermen with a pea
chant for pilfering. Under a special order of busi
ness, Gerber's letter to the organizer wu taken up 
first. 

A motion was made to disregard the JICtion of 
the Executive Committee and proceed to carry on 
the ordinary business of the Branch as heretofore. 
and to make an immediate appeal to the State Com
mittee to rescind the action of the Executive Com
mittee. After .:;ome discussion, d'-'ing which the 
members who had been attending the "reorganiz!!· 
tion" fiasco came in, the motion wu carried unani
mously. Two reporters from The Socialist, the or
gan of the Pink TerrQT, Berenberg and Tuvim, were 
present during the meeting, and were observed tak
ing copious notfll! which will doubtless appear in 
the next issue, if the publication is able to .urvive 
the publication of Waldman's speech. 

Thus ended Bloody Thursday. The plot for the 
political butchery of the 8th A. D. fi.uled out, and 
according to the latest advice& the Executive Com
mittee was gathered in Gerber's ollice weeping bit· 
terly over the twelve pitiful names which repre
~~ented what waa to have been a new and obedient 
Branch. Our statistician computes that taking into 
account the deposit paid on the furniture van. 
which was held in readiness, ..de price of wino 
Hall, and the hire of mercenaries, besides the tip 
to the cop on the beat, each name cost the com
rades of Local New York over $10, to uy nothin« 
of the cost of the cellar where the plot waa hatched: 
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