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Break the Blockade of Russia! 
Declaration [ssu,ed by the Central Executive Committee of the Communist Party 

I T is ttearly one year since the 
ar'mi1!tice was signed. Peace! It 
was what an agonizing world had 

yearned for. Peace! It sent a thrill 
through the world, a thrill of joy and 
promise. No more dead. No more 
maimed. The mother could again clasp 
her son and the sweetheart her loVer. 

In all this joy at the coming of peace 
there was promise of finer things, of 
a new world, of international fraternity 
and a more human civilization. 

Peace was granted Germany and Au­
sh'ia, Turkey and Bulgaria; but peace 
was not granted to Soviet Russia, where 
the workers were in control. 

Why this war against the Russian peo­
pIe? They stai'Ved during the war; 
their dead and injured are more than of 
all the Alilei! put together. If the dead 
are the price of peace, then Russia paid 
the pri(;e in full. 

But the "why" of war against Soviet 
Russia immediately was apparent. The 
diplomats of the Allies in the Peace Con­
ference repudiated the ideals used during 
the war to make the people fight. The 
Pence Conference was not concerned 
with making the 'world safe for peace 
and democracy: it concerned itself with 
dividing the \Vorld economically, finan­
cially and t~;rJ'itorially among the Great 
Po\yer~,-France, England, Italy, Japan 
ancl the United Stat~s. The Peace Con­
ference diYidecl the spoils; it was a peace 
of plunder. an imperialistic adjustment 
of power, a dagger thrust at the heart of 
the peace and liberty of the world. 

Soviet Russia was a menace to this 
peace of plunder and oppression. Soviet 
Russia has repudiated Imperialism ;it has 
repudiated annexations and wars of 
plunder; it believes in liberty of the peo­
ples. Sodet Russia, in crushing itf., own 
Capitalism. is ?ll inspiration to the work­
ers of the world to crush all Capitalism. 

So the Peace Conference declared war 
against Sodet Husiiia. 

\Vhen the ,vorkers and peasants of 
Hungary organized their own Communist 
Govel'llment. the Peace Conference de­
chl.retl war against Soviet Hungary; and 
today the workers and peasants of Hun­
gar~' are heing staned and butchered by 
the Roumanian army, acting under the 
oJ'den~ of the Peace Conference. 

The military war against Soviet Russia 
proyed a miserable failu-re. The Red 
Army, in::;pil'ed b~' the ideal of Commun­
ist liberty fol' Russia and the world. has 
beaten back the eounter-l'eYolutional'Y 
fon·es. 

But this war that Soviet Russia is com­
pelled to wag'e in self-defense is a ter­
rible agony. Instead of the factories pro­
ducing shoes and clothes and agricultur­
al machinery, they are forced to produce 
munitions. Instead of the men working in 
factory and mine, they are compelled to 
fight. Instead of the people's energy be­
ing usedt,o build their n~w and finer 

THE COMMUNIST PARTY AND THE 
COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL . 

On September 25 the following cable was 
!<ent to the Left Wing uf the Socialist move­
ment o.f Sweden 

"Greet Left Wing of the Swedish Party 
in name of the Communist Party of Amer­
ica, recently organized with morc'than 55,-
000 members. Long live the Third Inter­
national! 

"LOUIS C. FRAINA, 
International Secretary." 

Oll Odober 7 the following cal1le was 
l'eeeiveu from the Secretary of the Swedish 
Left Wing: 

"Long live the Communist. Party of 
America! We return gTeetings! Cable 
Third Intemutional and Communist Party 
of Russia thl'oul!:h us. 

- "STROEM 
SenetHl'Y Left PaJ1:y of Swe~len." 

:;: *' * 
TheJ'ellpOll Comrade Fraina immediately 

sent the following caGle answer to Com­
rade Stroem: 

"Greet Third InternatIonal and the Com­
munist Party uf Russia in name of the Com­
munist Party of America. We apply for 
aumi!;sion to the International Bureau. Our 
p<lrty campaigning now to end blockade 
again~t Russia." 

civilization, they must use this energy 
for war against counter-revolution and 
aggression of the Allies. 

But the worst feature of all is the 
blockade of Soviet nussia maintained by 
the Allies. 

The Allies and the Peace Conference 
are deliberatel," starving the men, wom­
en and ehildren of Russia-starving 
them in a brutal purpose to restore Czar­
ism and maintain the wol'ken; of the 
world in i'llavery. 

Food intended for Russia is rotting in 
the ports of Europe, but the AllieR refuse 
to allow this food to enter Russia, while 
women and children die the terrible 
death of stan'ation. 

Why? 
Soviet Russia is a Communist RepUblic. 

A Communist Republic is a republic in 
which the power of the capitalists to 
sweat the workers is broken, where the 
workers control industry; a republic in 
",hichlife ig su}>reme and not profits. 
The Communist Republic of Russia is the 
pl'omit<€ of a new world and a finer cult-

ure, of life, liberty, and peace to all the 
peoples. 

Capitalism maintains that the Com­
munist Republic ·of Russia is a failure. 
On the contrary, Capitalism knows that 
the Communist Republic of Russia is a 
success; that is why international Cap­
italism wages war against the Commun­
ist Republic of Russia, starves it and tries 
to crush it. For if the Russian Communist: 
RepUblic lives and flourishes, the work­
ers of the world will say: why can't we 
have a Communist Republic of our own '! 

The war against Russia, the blockade 
of Russia, is an exp'ression of the intel"­
llational class struggle beh,'een the work­
ers and the capitalists. Force is used. 
against the Russian workel:~. but force 
is also used by these governments-Brit­
ish. French, Italian, .Tapane:3e, American. 
-against their own workers. The war: 
against Soviet Russia is a war against th·.:! 
workers of the world. 

Let the workers determine: We mu",i; 
break the blockade of Soviet RU8Ria! 

In Italy. the workers have compelled 
the government to withdraw all troopl'.t 
fl'om Russia, while the Italian Railol's n-' 
fuse to allow ships to sail th~lt bring mu­
nitions to Kolchak & Co. 

In Swe'den tht workers ,we orgallizing' 
H blo('kade of the Allies as a means t.j 
break the blockade of So\'iet Ru;:;sia. 

In Seattle American longshoremen l'f~ 
fuse to transport munitions bound fo!" 
Russia to slaughter their fel!ow workers. 

The bloekade of Soviet RURsia must be 
broken! The workers alone can break it. 
Agitate against the blockade. Ol'ganizt~ 
mass demonstrations against the block­
ade. Organize strikes against the block­
ade. 

'Vorkel's, men and women! The xtrug­
g-Je of the RusRian workers is your strug-, 
gle. If the~' are crushed. you will b-e 
crushed. 

On November 7 it will be two yeal'~. 
since th~ Rm;sian workel's conquered 
power. During two years, in spite 01 

starvation, in spite of war,and blockade 
-in blood and tears and agony - the 
Russian workers ha ,'e held firm ,to their'. 
Communist ideali'l. They h~t\'e shown. 
the workers of the world the means to­
power. They are constrncting a ne''''­
eh~iJization - the new civilization that 
you also will soon begin to construct. 
They eall to the workerR of the world for' 
aid. 

'Vorkers. men and women! Come to 
the aid of your fellow-workers! Brealr 
the blc)(: kade of ~oyiet RU~Ria! 
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INDUSTRIA,L CONFERENCES. 

C 
APIT ALISM possesses an infinite 

capacity for adaptation. Its 
. policy, while rigid in the general 

pUl'po~e of maintaining supremacy, va­
ries in particular application to particu­
lar conditions. Having power and con­
trol of the resources of power, Capitalism 
can use a large variety of means to 
maintain its oppressive control of society. 

In the United States, at the moment 
that Capitalism was using all its re­
sources of; brutality and coercion against 
the working class, Capitalism was simul­
taneously preaching fraternity and 
financing the Civic Federation, the par­
ticular,purpose of which was caJolery of 
labor. 

In spite of coercion and brutality, the 
American working class developed more 
and more .consciousness and militancy. 
This development has been accelerated 
hy the inspiration of the proletarian 
l,t!volutions in Europe and by the indus­
trial crisis in our own country. The 
workCl's are becoming restless, more mili­
tant, impatient of small means and pur­
poses. There is the threat of potential 
revolutionary aetion. Capitalism resorts 
to new forms of coercion-legislative 
measures are adopted which make al­
most any advocacy of militant prole­
tarian action a crime; all the resources 
of the state power are mobilized against 
the revolutionary moyements of the 
working class, and armed force is used 
agaim;t workers on strike. 

But still proletarian unrest grows, 
I'evolutionary agitation becomes more 
general and aggressive. Capitalism, 
while intensifying its coercion, resorts 
again to c.ajolery and deception. The In­
dustrial Conferenc.e, now in session, is of 
;this c l:Hlracter. 

This Industrial Conference, the crea­
ture of President Wilson, is composed of 
representatives of capital, labor and the 
public. (Among the representatives of 
the public, incidentally, are two traitor 
Socialists.) The labor representation 
is an A. F. of L. representation; conse­
quently, in fundamental issues of class 
policy. necessarily representing Capital­
ism. The public-in a society rent by 
clasR divisions and class struggles, there 
is no public neutral in fundamental class 
disputes' - the public must necessarily 
align itself either with capital or labor; 
ahd, the Conference being determined 
by President Wilson, the representatives 
of the public are necessarily capitalistic. 
The Industrial Conference, therefore, 
l'epresents Capitalism in fundamental 
issues, w~tever disagreements there 
may he on minOl' ~sues· of contro'vel'SY. 

THE COMMUNIST 

The purpose of the Conference is to 
ascertain means for assuring industrial 
peace. Capitalism realizes that brute 
force alone is insufficient to suppress 
the developing revolt of the working 
class. Therefore, if certain strata of the 
workers, the "aristocra<w of labor," can 
be given slight concessions, and the great 
prestige of the A. F. of L. secured in 
favor ofa program for industrial peace, 
Capita-lism is strengthened in its usrpa­
tion of power. 

That is the meaning of the Industrial 
Conference-to strengthen the authori­
ty of the capitalist class over the ~work­
ing class. 

Industrial peace is impossibe under 
Capitalism-the development of econ­
omic and. political forc.es smashes every 
dream of industrial peace. The antag­
onisms of class against class are a nec­
essary phase of Capitalism. These an­
tagonisms must become more and more 
acute, until they flare up in the final 
antagonism of revolutionary crisis. 

TWO STRIKES. 

THE Socialist Party and the Com· 
. munist Labor Party agree on one 

thing-an "American" move­
ment, not a' "foreign" movement, is 
necessary. It is appropriate that the 
Communist Labor Party, which has not 
yet severed the umbilical cord binding 
it to the Socialist Party, should ex~ress 
this treacherous ideology of "Ameri­
canism." 

Marxists are not iclealogues; they 
consider objecthTe facts, variations in 
class relations, every peculiarity of social 
development that may determine tactics. 
But the fact that there are peculiar prob­
lemsof each proletarian movement does 
not alter the g'eneral character of the 
problems of the revolutionary prole­
tariat. The Right Wing and the Centre 
use a perfectly good principle not for 
purposes of revolutionary action, but 
either to discourage revolutionary action 
01' to promote a malicious controversy. 

That the generai problems of the pro­
letriat are international is attested re· 
peatedly by an abundanee of testimony, 
theoretical and practical. Consider the 
steel strike in the United States and the 
Railway strike in England. 

The British Railway strike was in­
itiated by a mass impulse of the workers. 
It was an expresison of the developing 
revolt of the workers, forced upon the 
union officials, who were as much terri­
fied by the strike as the British Govern­
ment. Prior to the strike the Railway 
union officials acted against the strike, 
tried every resource of compromise; but 
caught . between the militancy of the 
wOl'kers a~d the hostility of the govern­
ment, the union officials were forced to 
yield and declare a strike. But the day 
the strike was declared, J. H. Thomas, 
secretary", of the Railway unions, said: 
"This is the saddest day of my life." 

Starting on this compromise basis., the 
Railway strike persisted as a strike un­
welcome to the officials. These tried 
every opportunity to compromise the 
strike. They used every means to pre­
vent the strike assuming a revolutionary 
character; other unions were discour­
aged from participating in a general 
strike. The union officials argued that 
a general strike might mean revolution! 

The compromise was ef.fected, It was. 

October 16. 1~l19 

not the government that broke the strike 
but the trades unions officials. The Xew 
York "Times" says that the trades union 
"Conciliatory Committee" deserves l11Ol'e 

credit than any others, including Premier 
Lloyd George, in settling the strike, The 
depth of this .betrayal of the strike and 
the workers is more than apparent in this 
clause of the agreement: "The Union 
of Railwaymen agrees that members of 
the union should work in harmony with 
the workers who returned to work or 
who continued w{)l'king during the 
strike." 

The Steel strike also started as a mass 
movement of the workers. The trades 
union officials of the A. F. of L., in con­
trol of the organization work, tried com­
promise from the start. They wanted 
a conference with the Steel magnates 
before the strike; now they are willing 
to accept arbitration-anything but the 
aggressive struggle. In this strike, a8 in 
the British Railway strike. the union of­
ficials are preventing any expression of 
solidarity from the other workers. The 
Steel strike might have eventuated in a 
general strike; but the leaders of the 
Steel strike not only do not carryon an 
agitation for a general strike, they set 
their faces as flint against it. The A. F. 
of L., moreover, is not at all sympathetic 
to the strike; the "philosophy" of trades 
unionism sees in this strike a menace, and 
they are not supporting the strike. '1' he 
Steel strike is now languishing, in spite 
of the determination and courage of the 
men; the situation now is either defeat 
or a miserable compromise-imless the 
strike workers can take control of the 
strike and oust. the reactionary leaders. 

The parallel between these two strikes 
'-one British, the other American-is a 
drastic illustration of the intematione:l1 
character of the proletal'~an struggle, of 
the similarity of problems and the funda­
mental tactics that these problems lnl­
pose. 

Trades unionism is the arch enemy of 
the militant proletriat. It is archaic in 
organization stnleture and counter revo­
lutionary in spirit. It accepts capitalism, 
and thereby places itself at the merey Of 
Capitalism. In all nations .t(he trades 
union organizations are agains~ the mili­
tant struggle of the workers; they de­
velop into bulwarks of Capitalism in the 
revolutionary crisis, in Russia, in Ger­
many, in England; in the United Sattes. 

But in the United States, as in Eng­
land, there is developing a l'evolt of the 
workers in the unions. They are discon­
tented by conditions; they are oeing 
awakened by the betrayals perpetrated 
by their organizations. This provides 
excellent opportunity to agitate revolu­
tionary industrial unionism and the Com­
munist program. 

This is one of the tasks of the Com­
munist Party-the destruction of the ex­
isting trades union organizations. The 
particular means by which this may be 
accomplished depend upon circum­
stances; the task is clear and impei'ative, 

The Communist Party possesses R 

sense of revolutionary realism; it recog­
nizes any peculiarity in our. American 
problems, but it does not use that as the 
pretext for an hysterical .. A merican­
ism.". Only the adherence to funda­
mentals, among which is a .,recognitiou 
of the internatiQnal character of the pro­
letarian struggle, will build a Communist 
movement.. 
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COMMUNIST PARTY AND LEFT 
WING. 

o 

T HE main argument now being made 
against Communist unity through 
the Communist Party is that the 

Communist Laborites are the rightful 
successors of the Left Wing. At the 
same time they are ,the rightful 
"inheritors" of the Socialist Party. We 
do not dispute with them the 'latter claim. 
But it is plain that those who desire to 
go in the line of the Left Wing evolution 
within the Socialist Party must now take 
up the work of the Communist Party. 

In spite of all insistence that the re­
union of the Left Wing brought about by 
the National Left Wing' Council, through 
the J oint Call for the September first 
Commnnist \-onvention, was contrary to 
the will of the National Left Conference; 
in spite of the contention that the Com­
munist Labor Convention was the real 
Left Wing Convention, it is discovered 
by comparison of the lists of delegates 
that only 11 of the Communist Laborites 
were also delegates at the New York 
Left Wing Conference, as against 33 of 
the Communist delegates. 

The five members of the Manifesto 
and Program Committee at New York 
were all in the Communist Convention. 

The Revolutionary Age, the predomi­
nant national expression of the Left 
Wing movement, is mel'ged in the na­
tional organ of the Communist Party. 

The Left Wing organization of New 
York, which took the lead in the party 
fight, was represented solidly in the Com­
munist Convention. 

Boston, Cleveland, Philadelphia, De­
troit, Newark, Buffalo, Rochester, Prov­
idence, Pittsburgh, Baltimore, New 
'R::n'en - the big centers of Left Wing 
strength have all become the strollgholds 
of the Communist Party. It was in such 
lo(:als that the Left Wing movement be­
came an organized' force; it was from 
these cities that most of the delegates 
came to the New York Conference. It 
was this membership' which acted on the 
Joint Call upon which the Communist 
Convention was based. 

There is no important Left Wing cen­
ter in the country without some measure 
of Communist Party organization, 

A committee of five was chosen by 
each of the conventions at Chica~~'o to 
consider a basis of merger. The Conmu­
nistLabor Party Committee, which took 
the position that it was the only com­
mittee which could legitimately spea', 
for the Left Wing, had one member who 
was also a Left Wing delegate to New 
York, Alfred Wagenknecht. But it was 
Comrade Wagenknecht who, upon leav­
ing the New York meeting, was very 
careful t{) impress upon the other dele­
gates that' he did not consider himself 
in any way bound by the actions of the 
Conference; that he looked upon these 
actions 'merely as recommendations or 
suggestiGns. 

On the other hand, the committee of 
five of' the Communist Party, which 
asked that all additional delegates to 
their convention should meet the same 
requirements as to re~resentation of Left 
'Ving membership as the delegates al­
ready seated, consisted of Elbaum, Fer­
guson, Hounvich, Ruthenberg and Stok­
liisky, aU of whom played an active part 
in the Left ":ing Conference at' ~ew 
York. 

THE COMMUNIST 

The National Editor of the Communist 
Party was editor of the Revolutionary 

,Age from its inception, also editor of 
The Class Sbuggle. He was reappointed 
as editor when the Revolutionary Age 
became the official national organ of the 
Left Wing. The Associate Editor of the 
Communist Party pUblications was Na­
tiomil Secretary of the Left Wing. The 
Executive Secretary of the Communist 
Party received the highest vote at New 
York as li1ember of the National Left 
'Wing Council. These are but a few items 
of the Left Wing standing of the Com-, 
munists before the Wagenknecht- Kat­
terfeld-Lore-Carney-Lloyd judgment was 
pronounced against their Left-Wingism. 

It might seem to the innocent by­
stander that when the National Wing 
Conference at New York selected 
nine men to take over the destinies of the 
Left Wing that these were the men to 
assume the Left Wing leadership. The 
Left Wing Council was chosen expressly 
to continue and complete the work of 
the Left Wing Conference. Indeed, the 
Council was itself the one tangible 
achievement of the Conference. There 
were five or six different resolutions as 
to the starting of a new party, depend­
ing on the turn of events. Everyone 
realized that the responsibility was 
squarely upon the Council, and everyone 
realized, who was honest enough to face 
the facts, that the real job was the stal't-

'ing of a new party, not the capturing of 
the Socialist Party. 

The Council acted in issuing the Joint 
Call by vote of 5 to 2 (or counting 'the 
'editors, not voting, the lineup would be 
6 to 3) _ 'fhe six were Fraina, BaHam, 
Cohen, Ferguson, Ruthenberg, Wolfe; 
the three were MacAlpine, Gitlow, Lark­
in. These three received the lowest votes 
as members of the Council at the New 
York Conference. An Emergency Com­
mittee of nine was chosen at New York 
while the Federation and Michigan 
delegates were still voting; none of these 
three were elected, though five of the 
majority members 'were chosen in the 
emergency election. 

Tested either by membership or by 
personnel, the overwhelming preponder­
ance of the active Left Wing was in the 
Communist Convention and is now in 
the Commimist Party. 

. The Communist Party will not be dis­
tracted from its real work by the hypo­
critical cry of "unity" coming from those 
who deliberately set up a new cleavage 
within the Left Wing without the shadow 
of a principle (except that of Amer­
icanism!) involved in the break. The 
membership is the only recourse for 
unity, nut dickering with a few preten­
tious individuals who have set themselves 
up as a law unto themselves, against 
anybody and everybody who may dis­
agree with them. The membership is 
acting; real Communist unity is ad­
vancing every day, 

COMMUNIST PQLITICAL AC. 
TION AND I. W. w. 

I T is curious to note the lack of com-
prehension that the program of 
the Communist Party has met, on 

the part of elements, which, because of 
their relation to the working class move­
ment, would naturally be' expected to 
read it with some understanding. 

That the Moderate Socialists of the 
Socialist Party should declare that after 

Pug!' Three 

all there is no reason for the existence 
of the Communist Party,-for has not 
the Socialist Party adopted a' "revolu­
tionary" manifesto?-is understandable. 
The Moderate Socialist will never admit 
that the difference between their position 
and that of the Communists is something 
else than the language used in a mani­
festo. They have not yet grasppd the 
fact that the gulf that divides the So­
cialist Party and the Communist Party 
is the question of how the working claRs 
is to capture the power of the s~ate,­
by electing representatives, to congress 
or by organizing the industrial power of 
the workers so that in the hour of crisis 
they will be prepared to use that power 
to supplant the capitalist state and estab­
lish the \vorking class state-the Dicta­
torship of the Proletariat. 

But that the spoke:'ll11en for tht' 1. W. 
W. should be unable to grasp this distin('­
tion is less undert:;tandable. That they 
do not rompreheild the purpose .)f the 
Communist Party is shown in h\'o ar~ 
ticles which appeared in their publica­
tions in recent weeks. 

In the "One Big Union" monthly foc 
October, Donald M. Crocker, writing on 
"The Passing of the S. P." charges the. 
Left Wing with seeking to capture the 
power of the state by votes and makes 
an extended argument to prove that it 
cannot be done! The argument is: 
summed up thus: 

"Now, then it is not fairly apparent 
that the strength of the revolutionan' 
proletariat at the ballot box is: il­
ls the prospect of capturing the polit, 
ical state very promising'? 

The other article is an answer to an 
interview in the Christian Science'Moni­
tor in which C. E. Ruthenberg outlined 
the difference between the 1. W. 'rV. and 
the Communist Party. The reply, which 
appeared in The New Solid~rity and wa~ 
written by th editor C. E. Payne, earries 
the same note as the quotation abo\'e. It 
argues against politicians and politics, 
leaving the impression that the Com­
munist Party is engaged in the same kind 
of political struggle as that which the 
Socialist Party has carried on for twenty 
years. 

A l'eading of these articles raises the 
question whether either writer has read 
the original Left Wing Program or that 
of the Communist Party. Both programs 
specifically repudiate the suggestion that 
the state power can be captured by the 
proletariat through voting. Both state 
that the Communist Party engages in 
election campaigns merely for the pur­
pose of education andpropaganda~ Both. 
set forth in clear language the industrial 
organization which the Communist Party 
seeks to create and that it is through the 
mass power of the workers that the Com­
munist Party proposes to capture the 
power of the state. 

Are the spokesmen for the 1. 'V. W. 
unable to find any flaw in the Communist 
Party program that they must credit that 
party with supporting a form of political 
act jon it specifically repudiates, and then, 
by laughing that conception out of cour~ 
give the impression that they are hitting1 
the Communist Party? It would seem! 
gO fr0111 the two articles referred t~ 
aboye. Though the purpose of such at"l 
tacks is hard to figure out, coming front 
such a source. 
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R'eport of Louis C. Fraina, International Secretary of the Commu,nisl _Party of 
America,. to the 'Executive Committee of the Communist International. 

O
NE important thing was accom­

plished by the Left Wing Confer­
ence-it made definite the issue 

(or a new party, which until that moment 
'Nas very indefinite. The minority in the 
Conference emphasized the inexorable 
necessity for the organization of a new 
party. This ,vas in the minds of prac­
tically all, but it now became a definite 
l:onviction. There were centrists in the 
Conference who still felt that the old 
party could be captured, who recoiled 
fl'om a split; and these voted with the 
majority to go to the Socialist Party con­
vention; but the majority in the the 
majority was convinced of the necessity 
for a new party, differing with the min­
odty of 31 simply on the right procedure 
to pursue. 

After the Conference, the minority of 
31 issued a call for a convention on Sep­
tember 1 to organize a Communist Party, 
repudiating all participation in the So­
cialist Party convention. 

In the course of its dev'elopment the 
Left Wing, while Communist in its im­
pulse, had attracted elements not all 
Communist. There were conscious cent­
rists; comrades who had for years been 
:\i'aging a struggle for administration con­
trol of the party; and comrades who 
'i'ere disgusted with the gangster tactics 
pursued by the Old Guard in control 'of 
the party administration. The situation 
HOW began to clarify itself-Right Wing, 
Centre, Left Wing. 

The important factor in this situation 
:was the division in the organized Left 
'Wing-the National Council, elected by 
the Left Wing Conference, and the min­
ority which had organized a National 
Organization Committee and issued its 
own call for a Communist Party conven­
tion. This constituted more thall a split 
in the Left Wing': it was a split of the 
conscious Communist elements in the 
Left Wing. This division if persisted in, 
meant disaster. Unity was necessary­
not simply organization unity, which at 
particular moments must be dispensed 
with, but revolutionary unity. This unity 
:vras accomplished by agreement for the 
merger of the two factions on the basis 
of a J oint Call for a Communist Party 
,convention on September L 

The overwhelming majority of the or­
ganizations and delegates represented at 
the Left Wing Conference accepted the 
Joint CalL 

The Left Wing had found itself, unified 
itself, determined upon the organization 
ur a real Communist Party. 
IT>. The Conventions and Revolutionary 

Reconstruction 
'fhe Socialist Party Convention met on 

August 30th_ The repudiated National 
Executive Committee manipulated the 
roster of delegates to insure Right Wing 
control, dozens of delegates sllspected of 
;.'Iympathy for the Left Wing being con­
tested and refused admission to the con­
vention. The police was used against 
tbese delegates-an indication of the po­
[.ential Noske-Scheidemann character of 
the Old Guard of the Socialist Party. 
~The Left Wjn~ was stigmatized as an­
&r'chic,tic, as consisting of foreigner::;, as 

.ren e":;)J'C';';sioa of emotional hysteria, The 

(Continued from last week) , 

Socialist Party convention was ruthlessly 
dominated by the Right Wing, which 
used the camouflage of greetings to 
Soviet Russia and words about the "Re­
volution," It did not adopt a new pro­
gram in accord with the new tactical re­
quirements of Socialism, avoiding all 
fundamental problems. The Socialist 
Party convention adopted a resolution 
calling for"an "international congress" to 
organize the "Third International," to 
include the Communist Party of Russia 
and of Germany, but ignoring the exist­
ing Communist International! A minority 
resolution to affiliate with the Commun­
ist Intern,ational was decisively defeated. 
The two resolutions are submitted to ref­
erendum vote. (There is a group still 
in the Socialist Party styling itself "Left 
Wing" which is unscrupulously trying 
to garner sentiment for the Communist 
International to revitalize the old party.) 
The Socialist Party now represents about 
25,000 members. 

The delegates refused admission to the 
Socialist Party convention proceeded to 
organize their own convention, the first 
act of which was to proclaim itself the 
"legal convention" of the Socialist Party 
-a beautiful centrist twist! These dele­
gates organized themselves as the Com­
munist Labor Party. This was on Sun­
day, August 31. 

On Monday, the Communist Party con­
vention met with 140 delegates repre­
senting approximately 58,000 members. 

A committee of five from the "Left 
vVing" convention met with a committee 
of the Communist Party to discuss I:lnity. 
The C, L. P. offered unity "on a basis of 
equality," that is, to combine the two 
conventions as units, delegate for dele­
gate. This the Communist Party rejected. 
The delegates in the Communist Labor 
Party convention were a peculiar mix­
ture, some of them openly repuq.iating 
the Left Wing principles and tacties, 
others notorious Centrists. The Commun­
ist Party committee proposed that all 
delegates at the Communist Labor con­
vention having instructions to participate 
in the Communist party convention 
(about 20) should come in as regular 
delegates; while delegates whose organi­
zations had adopted the Left Wing Man­
ifesto and Program but who were not 
instructed to organize a Communist 
Party (about 20) would be admitted as 
fraternal delegates. The other delegates, 
repres,enting an unknown constituency, 
or no membership at all, who were sim­
ply disgruntled at the Old Guard for its 
gangster taeties, could not be allowed to 
participate in the organization of a Com­
munifit Party. 

The Communist Labor Party conven­
tion refused this offer and proceeded to 
organize a permanent party. The dele­
gates organizing the C. L. P. represented 
not more than 10,000 members, many of 
whom are now joining the Communist 
Party. 

This third party adventure was the re­
sult of a number of factors: personal pol­
itics, centrism, and the fact that Com­
munist element.:;; from the \Vestern State::; 
had not been in close touch with the morE' 
rapid development:;; in the Ea~t. 

Having consciously organized a third 
party, the Communist Labor Party is now 
making "unity" its major campaign. The 
former Left vYing organizations are al­
most entirely accepting the Communist 
Party, achieving uriity through member­
ship action. One word more: the C. L. P. 
speaks much of "an American Commun­
ist movement" and fights our party on 
the issue of "Federation control." This 
is malicious. There has been one dis­
agreement with the Federation com­
rades: concerning this, it might be said 
that the Federation comrades may have 
been too precipitate and the American 
comrades too hesitant. But the Federa­
tion comrades have worked earnestly for 
an uncompromising Communist Party. In 
any event, if the Federations offer any 
problem, it is a problem of internal party 
struggle and action. The sincerity of the 
Federation comrades, all other consider­
ations aside, is attested by their yielding 
administrative power to the non-Federa-
tion comrades. ' , 

The Communist Party Manifesto is a 
consistent formulation of Communist fun­
damentals; its Prog-ram a realistic appli­
cation of these fundamentals to the im­
mediate. problems, of the proletarian 
struggle; its constitution based upon 
rigorous party centralization and dis­
cipline, without which a Communist 
Party builds upon sand. 

6. The General Situation 
The Communist Party appears at a 

moment of profound proletarian unrest. 
There has been strike aft~r strike, devel­
oping larger and more aggressive char­
acter. There is now a strike of more than 
300,000 workers in the steel industry, a 
really terrific portent to American Cap­
italism. 

There is a revolutionary llp~urge in the 
old unions: the longshoremen of S~attle 
have just refused to allow munitions for 
Kolchak & Co. to be transported. There 
is a strong sentiment in favor of the Rus­
sian Soviet RepUblic. In the unions the 
workers are becoming conscious of the 
reactionary character of their official~, 
and movements of protest ana a 82n\ ,­
ment for industrial unionism are develop­
ing. 

But the American Federation of Labor, 
as a whole, is hopelessly reactionary. At 
its recent convention the A. F. of L. ap­
proved the Versailles peace treaty and 
the League of Nations, and refused to 
declare its solidarity with Soviet Russia. 
It did not even protest the blockade of 
Russia and Hungary! This convention. 
moreover, did all in its power to break 
radical unions. The A. F. of L. is united 
with the government, securing a privi­
leged status in the goYerning system of 
State Capitalism. A Labor Party is being 
organized - much more conservative 
than the British Labor Party. 

The Industrial Workers of the World 
is waging an aggressive campaign of or­
ganization, It has decided to affiliate 
'with the Commanist Inte:cnational; but 
its press and spokesmen 8hov .. - no under­
standing of Coml1'1l1nist tactics. The I. 
\Y. W. still clings fo its old concepts of 
organizing all. the ,rorkel's industrially, 
gradunlly ';gTowing' into" the new HI-
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~NOTES AND COMMENT. 
, . 

T HE, Chiqago Tribune scores the 
"mild l'eHerv'ationists", in connec­
tion 'with the treaty bantering. 

"TherE'll? nothing mild about the 
treaty of' Pari!':. There is ~ nothing mild 
about the ,.tate of Europe. '.There is no­
thing mild 8 bout the policy of any of the 
powers that will make up the league of 
nations, the real "'league within the 
league. E:\'€r~· point of self-interest is 
vigorol1f'};,' contended for by our rivals .. 
There arE.' JifJ 'mild' Britons at Downing 
street, or 'mild' Frenchmen at the Quai 
d'Or~ai, (" 'mild' Italians at Via Vige­
sima SeU€mbre. or 'mild' Japanese at 
Kasl1mig~; St'ki.... The timeR are not 
'mil(\'. \Vodd politics is not 'mild'. 
America J'.leeds something more effectual 
than 'mii"r defenses and 'milcl' Amel'­
icalli~m.'· 

\Vhen f:<;~\"ES fall out-we get a little 
capitalist tnnh about the League of Na­
tions. Tb"Tf.' is so much to reflect upon 
in thisviv]{l picture of the plenipoten­
tiaries for I"a,fegual'ding democracy. 

Then, j,., l'tJso the moral. The class 
struggle i,· Mit mild. There is nothing 
mild ab()lit the state of capitalist in­
dustriali:-r;',. There is nothing mild about 
the ]lolk~!::-: (it :\Iorgan, Gary, Schwab & 
CompanY-"the real league within the 
league" Co: A.merican Imperialism. There 
are no 'D:I!(! sentimentalists on Wall 
Street. Tj'J":' working clafls needs some­
thing m('l'~ <P'ffectual than the mild de­
fenses vi A, F. of L. unionism and So­
cialist or L,bor reformism. 

-"If W t J"-i:(i].: world conditions in the 
face. \VI:: ~:h~,ll ~ee that sentimentality is 
an iildul~'i':-J:;CE we cannot afford at such 
a tiI1le" _" This is no time for a mild 
policy of P'''''h-.Jldense. . .. The times are 
not mild." 

OSC}-.\J) T, Crosby, president of the 
Irrt4::':r-AJJied Council on War Pur­
d;a~:t,~ and Finance, says that 

Europe i~: JHH· ruined, either industrially 
or fm R1H::J aHy . Actually the war in­
creased p:t'{Hiuction. The huge armies 
were felf and! equipped to the end. If 
Europe eucd'Q do all this during the war 
it can do !-i'O more easily now that the war 
is ended <':IJld the soldiers released to in­
dustry. rjf':r);? actual war devastation is 
confined to jjmited local areas. 

All thi~: 7;as pointed out quite insist­
ently in th-e argument that the war costs 
could be P(;)J.CJ during the war because the 
war cost-I-' :represented Cllrrent produc­
tion. If th-e mnnitions and supplies could 
be made A.~rJ·cJ used up while the industrial 
workers and. farm workers fed and main­
tained t.h-eJ1l;,;ehes and their families. 
where \\,?H: the occasion for the piling up 
of the C:OJ.(lk~'id war debts? 

The aL,F\Vl"'l" b--profits. The workers 
behind th~: .l:i1lb could only convey mate­
rials to t.b~) <2rmies through the profit 
method of JJy·odnction and exchange. The 
'war debt"! :rF.r.ll'esent delayed collection 
of part of thf profits in war commodities. 

Elll'opt: i-i u,pitalistieally ruined. That 
ifl, the EUJ'o]",Ean financiers cannot cash 
-in their ;'H'cmTIulated profits. converted 
into \'i"aJ" bl)'i'.:,'::i. without pressing do'wn so 
hard on ,".I": ''.cH·king I1Hl.Si;eS as either to 
crush th€JIl t'ompletel~- or drive them to 
}"c'YolutinJ'. American finance is rapidly 

unifying itself with the general bankrupt 
finance of world capitalism. The work­
ing masses will ,not be crushed. Life has 
its fundamental impulses of resistance. 
There is no ruined industrialism; that is, 
the workers have it in their gra'sp to pro­
vide their needs easily, once the interest 
and profit burdens are out of the way. 
One item 'will balance the account of the 
world finances of today-the item of the 
proletarian revolution. 

AGAIN we quote a Tribune editorial, 
this time in solution of the race 
problem. The theme is re-stated 

several times: 
"The blacks form less than 10'/c of the 

population of the United States. They 
have less than one-tenth of a ghost of a 
show if the relations between white and 
black become bitterly hostile." 

"We know "vhat will happen if the 
two races cannot live in the same local­
ity in peace. The whites will make a 
peace which will be their own. If intel­
Iige'nt negroes could control their own 
people the tension would relax." 

"",Ve know that if it comes to violence 
the black will get the worst of it." 

Terrorism the cure for terrorism! 
The editorial also says: "The Negro 

is at an economic disadvantage. He is 
needed in the south and has been brought 
into the north to meet labor emergencies, 
but he does not have an open field of work. 
These disadvantages cannot be removed 
by discHs~ing them. They exist in race 
instincts find ,along ""ith the other dis­
advantages which the N egt"o meets, arise 
from causes not at the control of the 
reasoning faculties." 

The Tribune says: Suppress the ag­
itfl tors and terrify the negroes. We say: 
get rid of the economic disadvantages. 
consciously enforced, by which the Negro 
is used as strike-breaker and low-wage 
job competitor. Get rid of the capital­
istiC ~ystem which cannot get along \vith­
out snch use of labor hordes, either alien, 
negro or coolie. The aliens, the negroes, 
the coolies-all are inexorably driven to 
class-consciousness through the primal 
human impulses which finally break the 
chain~ forged out of ignorance and 
terror. 

T UBERCULOSIS last year killed 
150,000 Americans, twice as 
marty as were killed in.the year of 

European fighting. There is a rapid 
growth of tuberculosis in the United 
States, according to the National Tuber­
culosis Association. The "white plague" 
is largely preventable and can be cured. 

Tuberculosis is one of the flagrant as­
pects of poverty. It goes with the un­
sanitary living conditions of the slums; 
it is a by-product of the dust trades. It 
is not prevented in its destructiveness be­
cauFle the remedy is change of climate, 
occupation, general mode of living. The 
pitiable recourse of charity comes only 
in the advanced cases, for the most part 
with the odds fearfully against cure. 

Tu berculosis advances bec a use scienc e 
i'i impotent in the face of capitalistic 
economics. :i.\Iedical ~cience. snpported 
by charities. cannot wagt' n Sl1CCe~:,;flll 

fight against this dread disease, becaus~ 
it is really a fight against poverty. 

With some of the billions of the social 
surplus diverted to the free play of 
science; with every worker in a position 
to command the change of work and 
climate, or the leisure, needed for cure, 
there, can be an effective campaign 
against tllberculosis. The profit system 
stands in the way of anything except pal­
liation on a small scale. 

The profit system will not yield itself 
without a revolutionary conflict. Tuber­
culosis is as firmly intrenched as the 
profit syst.em. Both must give way to the 
working class demand for full, free, 
healthy life. The struggle is on. The 
immediate apparent power is with the 
system of capitalistic privilege. The 
overwhelming reserve power is with the 
working class. The victory of science 
applied to the life of the poverty victims 
of tuberculosis is near at hancl. 

---'----------------

Report ofiLouis C.:Fraina, 
International _ Secretary 

(Continued frampage ,1) 

ciety, as the only means of achieving the 
revolution: a conception as utopian as 
that of the moderate Socialist, who pro­
poses to "grow 'into" Socialism by trans­
forming the bourgeois state. The Com­
munist Party endorses the 1. W. W. as a 
revolutionary mass movement. while cri­
ticising its theoretical shortcomings. 

Imperialism is now consciously domi­
nant in the l!nited States. In his recent 
tour for the League of Nations. Presirlent 
'Wilson threw off the mask and spoke ~n 
plain imperialistic terms, emphasizing 
the absolute necessity of crushing SOviet 
Russia. Congress drifts. and is impotent. 
The government, federal and loeal, is 
adopting the most repressive measures 
against the proletariat. Armed' foree, 
martial law and military inyasion are 
useel against strikes. State after state has 
adopted "Criminal Syndicalism" meas­
ures, making almost any advocacy of 
militant proletarian tactics a crime. On 
the least pretext agitatoi's are arrested. 
Deportations occur almost daily; one of 
OUl' international delegates, A. Stoklit­
sky. is now under tri~l for deportation. 

American Imperialism is usurping 
world power, constituting the Yery heart 
of international reaction. Reaction in 
Europe and the campaign against Soviet 
Russia are supported morally and finan­
cially by "our" goyernment. An en­
ormOllS agitation is being waged for 
military intervention in Mexico. The 
American capitalist class is brutal. un­
scrupulous, powerful; it controls enor­
mous reserves of financial, industrial and 
military power; it is determined to use 
thi8 power to conquer world supremacy 
and to crllsh the revolutionary prole­
tariat. The Communist Party realizes the 
immensity of its task; it realizes that the 
final struggle of the Communist prole­
tariat will be wflged in the United States, 
Ollr conquest of power alolle a'llmring the 
world Soviet Republic. Realizing all this. 
the Communist Part~· prepares for the 
struggle. 

Long ii\'e the Communist Intf:rnation­
al! Long lin' the world r('\'oiution ~ 
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Communist Party and Socialist Party 

T HE Socialist Party depends entire­
b' for working-class gains upon 
electing representatives to public 

offices, these representatives to formulate 
and SUPP01't various kinds of occupa­
tional, political, and social reform meas­
ures. 

The Communist Party does not carry 
on a propaganda of reforms, most of 
whicll are of no real benefit to the work­
ers, but simply mean better methods of 
capitalist domination. The Communist 
Party carries on the propaganda of the 
class stnlggie, pointing out all the time 
that in this struggle the only real victory 
for the '.\·oddng-class as a class is the 
attainment of complete political control. 
That is, the workers must have such con­
trol that. they can change the entire 
character of the laws and political in­
stitutions so as to make an end of the 
profit system and to set up a work~s' 
administration of industry. 

The Communist Party declares that 
the \vol'king-class can never obtain this 
control through the channels of the capi­
talist legislatur~s. The Communist Par­
ty brands as a rank fraud the Socialist 
pretense that this can be done by piling 
up many reform measures. 

The Communist Party looks upon the 
present government of the United States 
as a weapon of the capitalist class, 
against the working-class. The econ­
omic power of the capitalist class, with 
the banking houses of Wall Street at 
the apex, is the power which controls 
this government and directs its use 
against the working-class. But this is 
more than a temporary circumstance, 
more than a matter of popular neglect 
(in which sense Woodrow Wilson speaks 
of this control of the government in his 
"New Freedom.") It is a control which 
is inherent in the capitalist system, a con­
trol which'is bound to persist so long as 
the game is played according to the 
rules of capitalist "democracy." 

The world war was fought to make 
the world safe for capitalist democracy. 
The class war must be fought to make 
the world safe for proletarian democ­
racy. There can be no democracy which 
means anything to the working-class un­
til the workers get into a position where 
they can possess themselves of the rail­
roads, the factories, the mines, the mills 
ana the forests. Economic power is su­
perior to political power. It dictates the 
entire character and operation of the 
political government. 

The fundamental nature of the Amer­
ican government has been from the be­
ginning a reflex of the economic power 
of American Capitalism. Our democracy 
is a rule against the working-class. 

The Communist Party ,unlike the So­
cialist Party, faces this situation square­
ly and openly. The Socialist say: "Yes, 
it is true that the government is the pow­
erful ,veapon of the ruling class, That 
has been true of all governments since 
one group in society has been able to 
compel slave or wage service from an­
other group. But we will try to change 
the goyei.'mr:.211t first, then we can use 
the go\;::nm,ellt against the capitalists." 

Hd"" ,,~,<.:.nge the government? By use 
.of tIlt' baliot. In actual practice the So-

The Use of the Ballot 
eialist method eomes down to this: to 
change the government according to the 
rules of capitalist democracy. In other 
words, to beat the capitalists with their 
own loaded dice. 

The Communists say: "The working­
class has not a ghost of a chance to win 
the class fight through the capitalist 
government, nor even to win a first-class 
skirmish in this way. What the workerR 
must do is so to organize themselves and 
so to direct their mass power that they 
can overwhelm both the economic and 
political po\ver of the ruling class. This 
organized working-cl.ass power cannot 
be develop~d within the capitalist frame 
of government but outside of it. The po­
litical organization of the workers must 
correspond to the actual circumstances 
under which the workers no, ... find them­
selves. It must be' something new, 
something growing out of the circum­
stances at hand. It cannot be the sickly 
aping of regular capitalist politics which 
has disheartened the workers ,,,ho have 
put faith in reform socialism. It must be 
an organization based on the politics of 
rev'olution; that is, the politics which 
challenges the capitalist system in its 
entirety" 

Take the Triple Allia.nce of England, 
the alliance of the powerful unions of 
the railroac\ workers, the miners and 
the transport workers. These unions 
develop out of the immediate circum­
stances of the work in the mines, on the 
docks and in the railroad shops. The 
combined power of the workers in three 
such unions is something capable of be­
ing pitted against the power of British 
Capitalism intrenched in the British Gov­
ernment. 

The threat of a strike on the part of 
the Railway Brotherho.ods in this country 
compelled the capitalist Congress to 
adopt the Adamson law as a means of 
gl'antingthe workers' demands. 

Such organized power of the workers, 
which may take on many forms, when 
directed to the goal of winning for the 
workers the complete political power 
which enables the workers to take over 
industry, finance and the natural resour­
ces of the country, is Communism in ac­
tion. The development of such organi­
zations and the simultaneous develop­
ment of the understanding on the part 
of the workers of the class struggle in 
its fullest sence is the immediate proc­
ess of Communism. The organizations 
come as the necessary response to the 
job needs of the workers. The under­
standing of the workers must be devel­
oped by Comunist education. 

Do the Communists disavow the use 
of the ballot? No. They declare that 
the ballot, under capitalist democracy, is 
not a weapon which can win for the 
workers fundamental victories. But the 
political campaigns and the legislative' 
forums offer excellent opportunities for 
Communist agitation, These campaigns 
prssent the opportunity to analyze the 
programs of the other parties, whether 
Democratic, Republican, Socialist, Labor 
or Non-Partisan, and to sho,,," how any 
and all of theRe programs fail to meet 
the real issues which face the ,,"orking­
clasR. These campaigns, and the legis-

latures, can be used for the prl)~agandi.\ 
of the revolutionary class struggle. (The 
Communist Party makes absolutely de­
finite its use of the elections for propa­
ganda purpose only by limiting nomi­
nations to legislative offices, thereby em­
phasizing the point that it doe:" I;ot seek 
any part in the administration (\fthe cap­
italist government). 

Thel'e can be no possible ohjd:tion to 
the use of the ballot, except that it be 
used in a way to deceive th~ workers 
into false expectations. This IS ~he way 
of the Socialii'lt and Labor Pani't':;. which 
lead the w'orkers to expect a trandforma­
tion of the social system l:,~.. casting 
votes acconling to the rule;; of ·::apitalist 
democracy. :It :is only in fj. workel's' 
kind of government that th~ oii.Hot be­
comes a real exercise of democracy to 
the 'worker. In the capitali"t gO\'ern-. 
ment there are hundreds of deyices 
within the scheme of govemm~nt and 
by .outside economic pressure, or bri­
bery, by which the vote L; nullified. 
In the workers' government, sueh as now' 
exists in Russia, there is nothing h,­
thwart the workers' vote. There is no 
powerful group' of financier:; :~nd mo­
nopolists to pull the strings attached to 
governmental puppets, as is no,",,( the ease 
in the United States. 

The'snpreme delusion of the Sociali:sts 
has been that the proletariat actually 
has an overwhelming majority' of thE' 
votes. The actual fact in the- United 
States today is that not more th:i1.1l 25(;;, 
of the 30,000,000 wage\VOrkel's .::an cast 
a ballot, not more than 7,500.\)0\); while 
the recipients of profits, fee:;" ,~alaries, 
etc., have an effective voting .:;.trength 
of about 12,000,000. Non-dhzenship, 
disqualification of negroes, r'~i3idential 
disqualification, and age limit'&.cions dis­
pose of over 75~k of the wag~·e:;;.,~ners as 
voters. 

The mORt solid gTOUp of VI)CdfS is the 
farmer group of 6,000,000 owners and 
tenants. This group is over '!;l£;o;,:; native 
born, nearly 100~/() citizens an.d, voters. 
The farmers, except for the few real 
insurgents, vote with the sann regular­
ity and enlightenment with whtch they 
go to church; by the same l"ules of 
routine and tradition which their an­
cestors transmitted to them, :and v.-ith a 
jealousy of small property notions which 
makes them a social anchl'oubm.. (Even 
the Non-Partisans, who stm go no 
farther than to make a choice hetween 
the Republican and Democf!':atic can­
didates ,are only distinctive in their spe­
cial concern for farmer advantages as 
against the other economic gnnips, labor 
included.) 

Consider the 6,500,000 fl.H!!t Laborers 
by contrast. :Most all of these :are ftloat­
ers, aliens or disfranchised negroes; and. 
at the very best, it is inconcdv~ble that 
any method might be founa. to bring 
these scattered laborers into effective 
class-conscious voting group.:;, 

This sort of contrast can be c;t!.OWl1 all 
along the line as between the bourgeois 
and petty bourgeois (capitali5t and small 
property owner) yoting sh·'.:ngth and 
that of the pl'oletal'iat (the "s:lg~e-work­
ers). It ,,,ill. be fonnel that th"~H\ly reaJ 

(Cor!t:n';1'\:"I~( :p;.).~'t ~ • .I 
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We Have Fifteen---Shall It Be Fifty? 
The Communis~ now has a cirCUlation of fifteen 

thousand copies weekly. How quick can we raise it to 
fifty. thousand? 

To increase the circulation of the National Organ 
of the party should be the first work of every· Gom­
munistParty member and branch. It will ~e only as we 
increase the circulation of our pap·er that we will gain 
power, that power which results from the united action 
of the ma$es. 

The Communist sells for 3 ~c per c·opy in bt1l~cle 
lots of ten or more. It re~ils at 5c per copy. Bundle8 
are mailed out upon receipt of order and bills rendered 
at the end of eacJl month. The bundle order thus 
finances itself and the branches cannot only help along 
the party propaganda by ordering a bundle but can put 
some money in their treasury for their local work. 

Bundle orders alone, howe,fer, are not sufficient. 

Every branch and every member can contribute to 
this work. Our campaign of agitation and propaganda 
must of necessity be largely a literature campaign. The 
most effective literature campaign is the regular deliv­
ery each week of the party paper. Every branch that 
has joined the Communist Party should order a bundle 
each week of from ten to one thousand according to 
the size of the branch. The branch should be organized 
for the sale of the papers. Any branch can sell ten 
papers weekly, many can sell one hundred weekly, 
some can sell a thousand weekly. 

When the way has been prepared by the sale of single 
copies subscription can easily be secured. The subscrip­
tion rate is $2.00 per year or $1.00 for six months. 

Minnesota Goes Communist 
On Sunday, Oct. 5th, the former branches of 

the Socialist Party of Minnesota held a conven­
tion in Minneapolis to decide the future affiillia­
tion of the State 'Organization. Twenty-seven 
delegates were prese.nt representing eighteen 
locals and sbout fifteen hundred members, half 
the membership of the state. 

The delegates from Minnesota had split at· 
Chicago; '.J ~k Carney going to the Communist 
Labor Party ~and the other four delegates to the 
CommunisfPl1.rty~ These delegates presented their 
report. Tbe floor was given to a repr~sentative 
of the C01nmunis-t Labor Party for R· half hour 
With fifteen minutes for rebuttal and the same 
tIme allo'b;dto the Communist Party l'epresenta­
tive.· Jack CaOley presented the case for the 
Communist. Labor Party and C. E. Ruthenberg 
for the Communist Party. At the Clbse of the 
debate the convention voted 18 to !l to affiliate 
with the Communist Party. 

While only eighteen 10c~1s were represented 
the vote carries with it the bulk of the member­
ship of the state. A number of branches of the 
Finnish Federation we~e represented and will join 
the Communist Party. 

.A. new State Executive Committee was elected 
and A. S. Bl'oms was elected State Secretary to 
take the plaIce of Charles Dirba, who expects to 
begin a prison sentence soon. 

An interesting result of the convention was the 
statement by II number of delegates who had 
come instructed to vote for the Communist Labor 
Party, that after hearing the discusRion, if they 
had been fl'ee to express their own judgment 
th.ey would have voted to affiliate with the ·Com­
munist Party. They had been instructed for the 
Communigt Labor Party because their locals had 
heard only one side. The invariable result of a 
thorough. discussion of the situation is a decisive 
,"ote for the Communist Party: 

German Federation Grows 
The revolt against the effort of the Executive 

. Committee of the German Socialist Federation' 
to hand that organization over t~ the Communist 
Labor Party gJ'ows daily. The St. Louis Branch, 
\vhich first l'Ih.owed a leaning toward the Corlt­
mun~t Labor Party, after getting the facts, 
swung in line for the Communist Party. 

. The German Branch of Pawtucket, R. 1., has 
applied for a Cammunist Party charter. 

The Ferdinand Las-nBe of Cincinnati decided 
forty to one to join the Communist Party 

The si.tltatiolT in .Chieago is dev~loping more 
fa \"ol'alllr for the Communist Part,. Two 

"The Communist"must grow. It should reach the 
fifty thousand mark by Jan. 1. and then go on upward. 

Let every branch elect a committee on Com­
munist circulation and develop ways and means of 
placing the paper in the hands of the workers. The 
Communist Party is to be a party of deeds. Let us 
begin by building up our paper. 

branches are already': in existence and the or­
ganizations are growing. 

German Weekly Out 
The first issue .of the German weekly of the 

Communist Party was sent out last week. It is 
known as "Die Kommunistische Intel'nationale". 
The subscription rate is $1.00 per year, or two 
cents per copy in bundle lots. Single copies art' 
3c. Branches should order a bundle for distribu­
tion among the German comrades where they 
have not yet got the truth about the party situ· 
ation. Address 1219 Blue Island Ave. 

Getting Under Way 
The branches are just getting under way in col­

lecting the Party Organization Fund. Subscrip­
tion lists are coming into the office in increasing 
number. The Russian Branch No. 6 of New 
York led the way last week with. a contribution 
of $50.00 with the Sangamon Russian Bran.ch 
a close second with $41.75. The German Branch 
of St. Paul sent in $25.00, Dona;a Russian 
Branch $18.00; Lettish. Branch No.2 of Cleve­
land $15.00; William M. Brown of Galion $10.00; 
Russian Branch No. 2 of Pitt.burgh $8.00; 
Clarendon N. H. Branch $7.20 and the South 
Bend Russian Branch $6.70. 

The Organization Fund means party growth. 
It will provide the means for aggr~ .. ive agitation 
and the building of a powerful organization tha t 
will enable the party to do things. We must 
build so that in a .hort time we wiII be able to 
distribute milIions, of leaflets on a few days no­
tice. We have made a beginning on this work, 
but it is only a beginning. The growth of the 
Organization Fund wiII spell growth of the power 
of the party in this respect. Boost it. 

DISTRIBUTE LEAFLETS 
READY NOW: 

"Proclamation of Communist Party on Mili­
tary Invasion of Gary." 

"Declaration of Communist Party on Rus­
sian Blockade." 

IN PREPARATION: 
"Your Shop"--an appeal for Shop Orllani­

;r;atitms. 
PRICE-$1.50 per 1000 

Begin your Communist Agitation Work by 
ordering as many as you can distribute. 

COMMUNIST PARTY of America, 
1219 Blue Island Ave., CHICAGO, ILL. 

Communist Party Literature 
The party has secured a quantity of literature 

published by "The Revolutionary Age" during 
the Left Wing' fight in the Socialist Party and 
is ready to fill orderl'l for hoth "Revolutionary 
Socialism" by Louis C. Fruina and "The Social 
Revolution in Gel:l~lany" by the same author. 

In order to make this literature ayuilable for 
pl"opagallda work the pl·ices have been reduced 
and the books will sell as follows: 

"Revolutionary Socialism" 
Sing·le copies.......... 50c 
Ten copies ............. $4.00 
Twenty-five copies....... 9.00 
Fifty 01' mOI·e.. . . . . . . . .. .30 per COp? 

"The Social Revolution in Germany" 
Single copies·.......... 15c 
'fen copies ............. $1.25 
Twenty-fin> copies or 

more ........... . 10e each 
OrLiers for the Manifesto and Program are 

pourin~ into the party headquarters and there is 
every indication that the pamphlet will have a 
wide circulation. Prices are 10c for single copies, 
25 for $2.00, 50 for $8.50 und $6.00 pel' 
hundred. 

The second pamphlet to be published by the 
party which will have the title "The Communist 
Party and the Socialist Party" is now in pre­
paration and will g·o to press at an early date. 

Distribute the Communist Par' r literature to 
give the workerR anunderstandil : of ComD1uniBt 
principles. 

The Party Emblem 
The. Constitution of the party provides: 

The emblem of the party shall be a 
button with the figure of the earth in 
the centre in white with gold lines and 
a red flag across the face bearing the 
inscription "All Power to the Workers". 
Around the figure of the earth a red 
margin shall appear with the words 
"The Communist Party of America" 
ann "The Communist· International" on 
this margin in white letterR. 

Celluloid party buttons will be ready {or deliv­
ery by the time t11is paper reaches you. The 
price is $3.00 per hundred to brancheli. The but­
tons will sell for fie. Send in your ol·der. 

Gilt buttons are being· manufa<:tured, hut 
delivery on these cannot be promised until ;;e\'­

eral weeks later. The gilt b\lttons will sell at 
40cfol' single buttons 01' ~8.i:iO per c\01.(~ll. 



!,!>g'e Eight THE COMMUNIST O{;Wi}"'L~ 1~, 1919 

T 0 the Workers of the Entente Countries 
W

ITH iilexhaustible resources and 
great energy, the eapitalistic as­

. saults on the Russian Soviet Re­
public are being continued, and yet no ef­
fective effort is reported by the workers 
of the remainder of Europe to resist the 
crimes that are being committed against 
om'Russian class comrades. In fact, 
there is hardly a trace of desire discern­
able to help our struggling brothers in 
Russia. 

Unprecedented quantities of arms. 
munitions, anel machines of warfare of 
every kind, are being shipped from Eng­
lannd, France and America and forward­
ed to counter-revol utionary centers in 
Russia. In addition to the support of the 
counter-revolution and the attacks of the 
capitalistic world trust against the Rus­
sian workers republic, which stands like 
a barricade against the autocracy of cap­
ital. there are being maintained in Rus­
sia great military forces of these same 
capitalistic nations. 

Comrades of these countl'ie8. Do not 
be misled by the false statements of your 
capitalistic press to the effect that armed 
expeditions and transports that are be­
ing sent to Russia are for the purpose 
of rescuing troops in Russia and bring­
ing them back home. That is a base lie. 

The Russian workers' republic is 1.0 
be put down at any cost, and we here in 
Denmark luwe every opportunity to ob­
"'en-e the great efforts that are being 
made for thi:'i end, in the form of the 

"SolidarityH the organ of the Danish 
Syudicalists, prints the following appeal 
to the workers of the Entente countries: 

enormOllS daily caTgoes passing through 
Danish territory. The warships of Eng­
land, France and other nations, as well 
as transports, are daily passing on their 
piratical ".oyage to the Baltic Sea and to 
other places, with great cargoes of arms 
and ammunitions. 

We ask: Is it compatible with the dig­
nity and class-d uty of English seamen to 
lend their services to this end? Some 
may perhaps say that they are strug­
gling against the dictatorship of Bol­
shevism for democracy, and that they 
understand by democracy the equall'ight 
of the people in all fields. But we, even 
in our democratic country, are living un­
der the most ruthless capitalistic autoc­
racy. 

In their cast-iron dictator8hip, they 
are putting their feet upon our necks. 
They rule the land, the factories, in 
short, all of economic society. Their ce­
lebrated democracy has created a para­
sitic class of capitalistic transients in all 
large cities, whose number exceeds even 
that of the producing masses, and they 
will continue their oppressions until we 
free ourselves by force, for capitalism 
will never give up voluntarily its auto­
crutic domination. The parasites of Rus­
sia are at present promoting the counter­
revolutionary struggle in order to put 
the Russian workers once more in the 

chains of Capitalism. Cla.~.;H~f'l11rades, 
it is -high time to put an end to the cri mes 
and transgressions of capital. 

"Ve particularly address ow' fello\\"­
syndicalists in the Entente countries, ex,; 
horting them not only in their own Cil'C Ie 
to work against this shameful traffic but 
also to carryon agitation on the econ­
omic field, wherever they i11ar haye in­
fluence, to make the workers utilize their 
economic resources to force a cessation 
of such transports. We have come to 
the point where practical action is a nec­
essity, if our Russian borthel'S are to re­
tain their hard"wori freedom - a ques­
tion which is of decisive importance fol' 
the world revolution. . 

Only by actual co-operation can the 
working-class defend itspos\i:ion ,and 
resist the forces of capitalism and by an 
economic industrial union of the work­
ers in all countries they may be able to 
build up a new society based on free So­
cialist principles. 

The Russian population 'of workers 
needs real action on the part of its for­
eign class-~omrades, first and foremost, 
in order to attain the goal of obliging the 
capitalistic and imperialistic govern­
ments to stop the bandit 'war which they 
are at present waging in Russia. 

Comrade!;, let us discharge our duty 
towanls ollr Russian brother:, by real 
action. 

Stop the transport of material for the 
criminal counter-revolution in Russia. 

Communist Party and Socialist Party 

voting strength on the side of the wo1'k­
ing class consists of the skilled mechan­
ics, who have fairly permanent homes, 
many of them owning their homes. This 
group of worl{en; has already sho\vn 
that it has such jealousy of its little pro­
perty, or it" "property in sldll" as pro­
tected by tight little craft unions, that it 
will vote and ad against a fundamental 
change of the social system. The Labor 
Party, h;;~'isted by Moderate (Reform­
ist) Socialism, may build up this voting 
strength of ahout 2,500,000, together 
with as many mOl'e of the small farm­
owners and small shopkeepers and 
clerks, into a powerful phalanx against 
the reyulutional'Y momentum of the 
25,000,000 unskilled or semi-skilled 
wage-workers. That is exactly the situ­
ation in Germany today. where the So­
cial-Democracy is doing such splendid 
service for Gel'man Capitalism and 
Junkerdom against the working masses. 

But the spirit and understanding of 
Communism is already making rapid 
head\vay against reactionary Socialism 
and Laborism in the United States. 
American Imperialism has overplayed 
its hand, and it is no longer so easy for 
reactionar? unionism and reformist 
working-claRs politics to fool the work­
ers. Also there is the stirring example 
of suecesRfu 1 social revolution in Russia, 
and the demonstration in Hungary and 
BaY<lria that there is no power of cap­
italism which can cope with the organ­
ized, conscious maliS action of the work,­
er5. It i.s going to be hard any longer 
to sta \-e otf the working masses with 

I(\)litinuc(\ from Page Ii) 

the false hopes of capitalist democracy, 
even when held out by Socialist or Labor 
parties_ 

The capitalists understand keenly 
their oWn voting game. Note the state­
ments of Mark Sullivan in the current 
issue of COLLIgR'S: "If you have night­
mares about revolution in America, there 
i8 one thought you can always take to. 
bed \vith you. Farmers who own their 
farms don't engage in revolutions. In 
any presidential election in A merica the 
fanner and his sons contribute over a 
third. and close to a half, of the entire 
vote. . .. In politics the farmer gets 
what he wants and keeps what he has. 
Every politician knows that the fanners 
are not only the most numerous cla~s of 
voters, but the most dependable. The 
farmer swings the country. 

"Now, the farmer who owns his farm 
is a conservative and a capitalist. There 
i8 no mor<~ intense devotion to any form 
of property anywhere than the farmer 
h as toward his acres. Not 0111y is the 
farmer cel'tain to oppo:,;e anything in 
the nature of communism; i'm'ther than 
that, the farmer hate~ lahor as a class. 
With the farmer dominant in politics, 
the real difHculty iR going to be to put 
through aR many concessions as labor 
seriously ought to have .... Tlie farmer 
iA the dominant element in American 
politics and American life, and there 
isn't going to be any revolution." 

Mr. Sullivan journalistically plays up 
the farmel' t.o the exelusion of similar 
city groups. like the ~hopkeepers and the 
Hl'tisans. Eut it ii-' llndoubt.edly true that 

so far as the use of the ballol j~ tOli­

cerned, the case is complete against fun. 
damental ehange by count of the fanner 
vote alone. . 

The "dominant element in American 
politics" is the farmer. manipulated for 
the general capitalistic u:-;e by the astute 
political experts employed by the finan­
ciers, manufacturers and jobbers. But 
the "dominant element in American life" 
is the proieta,riat in the basic ind lIstry. 

And the game of politics of which the 
farmer is himself the dupe is only a small 
aspect of the class eonftict. .\11'. Sul­
livan's reassurance against the pro­
letarian revolution in America will not 
end the capitalistic "nightmare:;". They 
will go on with their Loyal American 
League preparations for ,,-orking-class 
massacre. They will go Oil with their as­
gassinations, deportatiolls, jailings and 
bomb-planting. 

They know that the lise ot the ballot 
is only a ~ide-show. They know \'aguely 
that there if.( reason for "nightmares" in 
the mass power of the industrial workers. 
And their ei\'ilization and its culture haR 
taught them only one method to use 
against thiR power, the method of ter­
r01'ism. 

The Communist Party calls upon the 
workers to giYe effective organization 
and direction to their maRR power. Not 
to be deceived by the emptiness of cap­
italist democracy or the evasine::;s of So­
cialist or Labor reformism, but to meet 
squarely the issue 6t, capitalist dictator­
ship of society yersus wodkng-cla~i'i 
dictatorship. 


