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Civilization and Revolution.

TENNA has lwﬂé been sugge\tnc of

gayety, exquisite artistry, civic beauty
—art capitol of the world. Abysmal degra-
dation of human life going with the world
war, staggering atavism  rampant every-
where, has dulled the mind to new sensa-
tions of horror. Yet to read of cannibalism
in Vienna, as the second decade of the 20th
century draws to a close, makes the mind
reel. Can it be that these five years of the
highest development of bourgeois civiliza-
tion have not hopelessly crushed the human
spirit and destroyed all sanity? What is
there left to give balance to life?

1t is past belief that there is still so pro
found and universal a fearfulness over the
cost of revolution. All the revolutions of
all of history have not cost more than the
losses of a few days of the warfare which is
the life principle of bourgeois civilization,
the technically advanced warfare of the
machine age. After the war—then the peace
of starvation and cannibalism!

Yet so many can yield their minds and
souls to small purposes, lest their pittance
of miserable possession be ever so remotely
éridangered.

The calculation was made of only those

killed in battle these years of highest civili-
zation that, marching in columns of teun, at
the rate of ten columns a minute—6,000 an
hour—the voung dead, stopping neither day
nor night, would require sixty-three days to
pass a given point! There is no way for the
mind really to grasp the destructiveness of
these years, a destructiveness which will not
spend itself for generations. A destructive-
ness that will be refreshed with new cat-
aclvsms so long as the effective causes re-
main active

This civilization demands that men shall
pay it homage or stop their mouths and
minds! Oh, the cringing cowardice of the
tens of millions who bow in submissiveness!
Oh, the revolting pettiness of those who see
in all this only their own small purposes of
immediate security!

To be respected within the social scheme
of this civilization is to be marked with
approval of its savageries and bestialities.
There ate no free souls in the world today
—except in the ranks of the revolution! The
noblest of all are in the bourgeois prisons.
The noblest are meeting death in the revolu-
tionary struggle.

At one period and another. out of the

abysmal depths of the dark mass life conies
2 new momentum, a new power,
progress of life. Revolution is the life
principle of society. YFrom one revolution
to the next some threads are carried over,
and out of these threads, saved against all
storms and mishaps, is woven a pattern of
life ascendant.

Well then, mien will speak and women will
speak in  bitter scorn of this murder-
civilization, and in rapturous hope of the
new human life that comes now out of the
lieart of the great new working masses,
the workers banded in armies for machine
manoeuvres. They will hurl the challenge
of destruction against the mad system of
destruetiveness; and these voices will prove
to be the prophetic prelude of the slow but
ponderous gestures of the dark masses—
dark but with inner light of the new Civili-
zation.

With the proletarian revelution will come
the release of the material and intellectual
powers of the 20th century to the service
of a social system which seeks, not profits,
but highest human pctentialities.

Only the Communist revoliution can save
us from capitalistic destructiveness.
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V IENNA has long been suggestive of
gayety, exquisite artistry, civic beauty
—art capitol of the world. Abysmal degra-
dation of human life going with the world
war, staggering atavism  rampant  every-
where, has dulled the mind to new sensa-
tions of horror. Yet to read of cannibalism
in Vienna, as the second decade of the 20th
century draws to a close, makes the mind
reel. Can it be that these five years of the
highest developmeunt of bourgeois civiliza-
tion have not hopelessly crushed the human
spirit and destroyed all sanity? What is
there left to give balance to life?

It is past belief that there is still so pro
found and universal a fearfulness over the
cost of revolution. All the revolutions of
all of history have not cost more than the
losses of a few days of the warfare which is
the life principle of bourgeois civilization,
the technically advanced warfare of the
machine age. After the war—then the peace
of starvation and cannibalism!

Yet so many can yteld their minds and
sauls to small purposes, lest their pittance
of miserable possession be ever so remotely
eridangered.

The calculation was made of only those

killed in battle these years of highest civili-
zation that, marching in columns of ten, at
the rate of ten columns a minute—6,000 an
hour—the young dead, stopping neither day
nor night, would require sixty-three days to
pass a given point! There is no way for the
mind really to grasp the destructiveness of
these years, a destructiveness which will not
spend itself for generations. A destructive-
ness that will be refreshed with new cat-
aclysms so long as the effective causes re-
main active.

This civilization demands that men shall
pay it homage or stop their mouths and
minds! Oh, the cringing cowardice of the
tens of millions who bow in submissiveness!
Oh, the revolting pettiness of those who see
in all this only their own small purposes of
immediate security!

To be respected within the social scheme
of this civilization is to be marked with
approval of its savageries and bestialities.
There are no free souls in the world today
—except in the ranks of the revolution! Tlre
noblest of all are in the bourgeois prisons.
The noblest are meeting death in the revolu-
tionary struggle.

At one pefiod and anothér. out of the

abysmal depths of the dark mass life comes
a2 new momentum, a new power, a new
progress of life. Revolution is the life
principle of society. From one revolution
to the next some threads are carried over,
and out of these threads, saved against all
storms and mishaps. is woven a pattern of
life ascendant,

Well then, men will speak and women will
speak in Dbitter scorn of this murder-
civilization, and in rapturous hope of the
new human life that comes now out of the
heart of the great new working masses,
the workers banded in armies for machine
manoeuvres. They will hurl the challenge
of destruction against the mad system of
destruetiveness; and these voices will prove
to be the prophetic prelude of the slow but
ponderous gestures of the dark masses—
dark but with inner light of the new Civili-
zation.

With the proletarian revolution will come
the release of the material and intellectual
powers of the 20th century to the service
of a social system which seeks, not profits,
but highest human potentialities.

Only the Communist revoliution can save
us from capitalistic destructiveness.
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Legal Defense

Y HERE .is a good deal of nonsense going

the rounds concerning legal defense of
class war prisoners. In a recent editorial
on deportations, we stated that our fight in
the courts is not founded on concern about
legal precedents nor on illusions about the
“principles of American liberties.” We
recognize fully the class character of the
courts and of their “principles.”

We also pointed out that we yield nothing
to the courts and compromise nothing.
There is no bargain upon which the Com-
munist Party could accept deportation. as
was implied in the Soviet Bureau offer (by
letter of Martens)—unless that offer means
simply a guarantee of safe transportation
after every recourse of fight against deport-
ation has been exhausted. To accept an ad-
vance bargain of this nature would be to
vield at least a skirmish in the class war to
a flourish of Russian nationalism. We yield
nothing.

The Communist Party is contesting the
proposition that membership in this organiz-
ation is at all a legal basis for deportation;
and this contest will be carried to the ultim-
ate limit, regardless of whether those against
whom charges have been brought preier to
live here or to go back to Europe. The Com-
munist Party means to live here—and that
1s the decisive issue involved. The Com-
munist Party means to live here and to meet
the class challenge all along the line, sur-
rendering nothing, compromising nothing.

That the courts represent the highest in-

trenchment of bourgeois class rule means,
beyond a doubt, that our oppesition here is
at its weakest. We have nothing to work
with except the very technicalities upon
which the prosecutors themselves depend;
except that in a vague, remote and guarded
way the jury is vet a link between the of-
ficial process and the outside mass lite. The
jury, too, is of the bourgeoisie, but generally
of the smaller bourgeoisie out of which some
are apt to waver in bourgeois lovalty as the
social crisis advances and becomes more
general.
" There is principle involved in Communist
Party legal defense, most certainly. That
13, in so far as the defense involves a state-
nient of the program and purposes ot Com-
munism it must be a statement iree from
confusion and contradiction. Communism
cannot be one thing in the courtroom and
another thing outside. If the unequivocal
statement of the program of Communism it-
‘self becomes “ecriminal”-—it must still be the
unequivocal statement.

No one can say at this time that the
promulgation of Communism isi of itself
criminal. The fact that laws may be iound
to exist or may yet be created for the express
purpose of making the promulgation of
-Communist principles punishable as a ielony
<—the probability of such laws—does not
alter the fact that no decision states this now
to be the law.

Lven so, assuming that there are laws in

*‘scie States which make our program inher-
ently illegal, there are many possibilities

within the process of legal defense outside
the substance of the case. There are many
formalities to be complied with by the prose-
cution, and it is the play and counter-play.
of these formalities which give the jury a
chance to acquit in spite of inherent illeg-
ality in our program. Those who are so
positive that the class war is already so far
advanced in the United States that such
juries are inconceivable overlook the con-
siderations that a revolutionary crisis is ac-
companied by an increasing fear of using
extreme measures against the proletariat
and by a rather general slackening of loyalty
toward the decadent order. We can make
our estimates of large social groups and
their action, but these general estimates can-
not be taken as absolutes against every unit
in the groups.

The theory of voluntary martyrdom is
one that belongs to revolutionary romance,
not to Communism. Because imprisonment
and exile are used for lower class repres-
sion does not mcan that we must at once
procecd to seck imprisonment and exile.
This is of the same rationality as wanting
extremes of poverty and suffering because
it is the background of economic oppression
which allows revolution to stand forth.
Communism is the expression of the ad-
vanced proletariat, not of the degraded pro-
letariat. Communism is the proud voice
of the proletariat confident of new social
destiny, assured of leadership in bringing
forth the new civilization. The Communist
secks not misery and martyrdom, like the
ascetics, but struggle and triumph. 1f that
struggle, at some stage, involves imprison-
ment and exile, Communists will not shirk it.
That is not to say that the Communist will
not try to make every possible adaption of
strategy to avoid casualties, short of the
compromise of Communism itself.

That is, indeed, precisely what is meant
by the party “going underground”. The
Communist Party seeks effective action, not
glorious sacrifice. In the interim, while
there is open propaganda, it is precisely on
the theory that such propaganda can he car-
ried on without too much cost of personal
penalties. In other words, the very exist-
ence of open propaganda is of itself an ac-
ceptance of legal defense—ior all it is worth
in avoidance of personal penalties.

Nor is it a foregone conclusion that even
an illegal propaganda will not vet be an open
propaganda in the United States; that.there
will not be frank acceptance of the penaltics
as worth the resuits. This is all a problem
of strategy, of generalship, of the morale and
temper of the organization and the judg-
ment of highest effectiveness. There is no
doctrinal solution of such a problem.

It cannot vet be claimed that we have
demonstrated to the American working class
the class character of the courts . The war
cases were, to the overwhelming multitude,
war cases, not class cases. It will he some
time lefore there is general realization of
the class nature of the I. \W. \W. and Com-
munist prosecutions as they occur now with-
out the camouflage of war emergency., That
realization is possible only when the results
are obtained against us in the courts in
spite of every recourse of defense, and when
they are obtained consistently and 1'Cp(-:ztcd—'
v in spite of such recourse.

Legal defense, therefore, still has measur-

able propaganda value for our party. It has
not stich value as to be pushed to an extreme
of expenditure of funds and of personal sac-
rifice. But the time has not come for aban-
donment of our comrades to silent accept-
ance of all penalties that may be inilicted
upon them through the courts.

The Split in the Commaunist
Party of Germany

CCORDING to.authentic information
from Germany, a split within the ranks
of the Communist Party (the Spartacides)
occurred at the national convention of the
party held recently. At the convention the
differences on parliamentary action and in-
dustrial organization were brought to the
foreground and caused the withdrawal of
about one third of the delegates. " How far
the split will affect the general membership
can hardly be foretold, but altsigns indicate
that it will be in about the same proportion.
The differences that brought dabout the
split existed for a long time and became
more determined after the death of Liel-
knecht and Rosa Luxembourg. They re-
volved around the question of the Commun-
its Party’s attitude towards parliamentary
action or rather the particization of the
party in election campaigns.” Liebknecht
and Luxembourg and the elements identificd
with them were of the opinion that the
party is primarily a political party, therefore
the party should use the forum of the partia-
ment for propaganda whenever possible. On
the other side there is an element that raf-
lies around Fritz Wolffheim, editor of the
Communistische Arbeiter-Zeitung in Ham-
burg, who is opposed to any kind of parlia-
mentary action and even repudiates the op-
portunity of propaganda during election
campaigns. This element asserts that the
chief task of the party is the organization of
the workers for economic action instead of
political action. Thev want the whole
activity of the party to be directed toward
capturing the means of production through
the shop councils, organized iato the “All-
gemeine Arbeiter-Union”, an organization
very similar to the Industrial Workers of
the World, at least as faf a5 the polited -
indifference of that organization is. con-
cerned. - They want a mass organization,
capable of taking over the means of pro-
duction, while they ignore the fact that, the
political power of those who cwn and con-
trol these means must first be crushed be-
for the workers can really take over the
management of the industries, '
For months these two questions: tile par-
ticipation of the Communist Party on the
parliamentary battlefield, and industrial or-
ganization, were discussed in all the locals
and branches of the party. The discussion
became more intense after the death of the
two most influential individuals of the Spar-
tacans, Liebknecht and Luxembourg, and
this may be the reason why the diffsrences
of opinions could not be harmonized. When
the convention opened a resolytion was in-
troduced which declared the participation
of the party in parliamentary electivns as
part of the program of the party. After thas
rezolution was adopted by & two thirds
majority, the minority of 18 delegates with-
drew and issued a proclamation to the
membership calling upon it to align itself
with the minority. This mikority zroup

stood under the absqlute control of ['ritz
Wolfiheim of IIamburg and to hiw was
consigned the draft of a party program and
constitution. - '
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The French General Elections

By Robert Deil
(From The London Daily Herald”)

OST of the British Press hag described the

result ¢f the French General Election as a
victory fcr  “3Moderate Republicanism.” The
Republicarusm of the motley crew of National-
ists, Clericals, and other reactioharies, who have
enlisted under the banneb:of M.’'Clemenceau, is,
indeed, Moderate, both in quantity and quality,
but this is not a victory for moderation. It is
the vietory of extreme reaction. The election
has placed the destinies of France in the hands
of .Chauvinists and militarists of the type which
made France a menace to Europe during a great
part of the nineteenth century. It means social
and political reaction at home and an aggressive
policy abroad,

M. Clemenceau has been a wrecker throughout
his political career. When he was Prime Minister
for the first time he broke up the “Bloc”’—the
Coalition of the Left——and disintegrated the Radi-
cal Party, which has since declined steadily in
power and infivence, and is now reduced to nullity.
Now that he iz Prime Minister for the second
time, he has completed the discredit of Prench
parliameniary institutions and disintegrated the
bourgeois Repuhlic. For this general election
will be the death-blow to the present regime.
It has created a situation from which there is no
issue ¢ther than those of aepen reaction— a coup
d’etat leading to a military despotism or revo-
lution.

Inevitably, the result of the election will
strengthen. the revolutionary and anti-parlia-
mentarist elements in the French proletariat, I
should not be =urprised at a demand from a large
section of ihie Socialist Party for the entire with-
drawal ¢f ibe Socialist Deputies from the Cham-
ber as a protest against an electoral system
which is @ caricature of representation. .M. Mil-
lerand is mentioned as the probable successor of
M.-Clemencean in the Premiership. Formerly a
Socialist, he has been for years the hope of the
Reaction. He is a hardworking man of despotic
temperament. lacking vision and any real quali-
tres ot Tlavesnianship, ana destitute of tact. - -Just
the man, in fact, to precipitate the inevitable
crisis.

The compiete results of the election are not
vet known, tut 586 Deputies have been elected
out of a total of 626 and the remaining 40 results
cannot affesl the situation. The respective poli-
tieal labelv nmoe as follows:—

Gain Losses

Republicans of the Left........ 123 36 —
Radicals. ..................... 57  — 7
Socialigt-Radicals ............ 8 — 85
Socialist-Repablicans .......... 26 — 7
Socialist ... ... ... ... .. ..., 66 — 37
Dissident Socialists ........... 6 — —
Progresgisha. . ... ... L., 125 —_
“Liberal Aelien” (Catholics).... 73 42 —_
Conservative« ... ............ 32 — —
586
Most of iszese labels mean nothing. The

“Progressisia,’” the Clerical “Liberal Action” and
atives” are all supporters of M.
Clemencean, snd would all be considered reaction-
ary by the mest extreme British Tory. There is
no parallel to them in English politics. The “Con-
servatives” zre the rump of the old Royalists.
The sueeesss ¢ these parties is the most signific-
ant thing abogt the election. The Government
majority inclides more than 200 avowed reaction-
aries, who wiil almost certainly demand conces-
sions te the Church as the price of their support.
This is the reost veactionary Parliament elected in
France since the National Assembly of 1871,

The “S8ocializt-Republicans” are a little group
to which M, Fainlevé and M. Briand belong, whose
opinions do net differ from those of the Radicals
and Sociatisi- Hadicals.

All these groups, like the “Republicans of the
Left,” are divided into supporters and opponents
of M. Clemenceau, so that it is impossible to say
the exaet nuinber of the Clemencist Coalition, but
it is probably about 450. The “dissident Social-
ists” are the Social-Patriot deputies recently ex-
pelled from the Socialist party.

This resnit has been obtained by an electoral
system  deldsvately  designed to deprive the
proletarial of its due share of representation. Its
aunther was une of the most: sinister figures in
Trench politics, the tailor’s son Jeroboam Roths-

lists and about 250,000 for the Socialists.

child, alias Georges Mandel, who has been M.
Clemenceau’s evil genius for many years. M.
Jeroboam Rothschild has for the moment succeeded
in his design . The peasants have combined with
the bourgeoisie against the proletariat, as on
more than one oceasion in the 19th century, not-
ahly in 1848 and 1871. On the one hand they were
frightened by the bogy of “Bolshevism”; on the
other hand they were bribed by exemption from
the income-tax and from the laws against
profiteering. But M. Jeroboam Rothschild’s sue-
cess will be his ruin and that of the French
bourgeoisie. The proletariat will not sit down
under the injustice inflicted on it, and the first
concession to Clericalism will enrage the peas-
sants. The heterogeneous majority, agreed in
nothing except hatred of the proletariat, must
either go definitely to the Right or fall to
pieces. )

An example of the way in which the system
has worked may be found in Paris and its

suburbs, where the Socialists polled one-third of

the votes and have less than one-fifth of the
deputies. The following table will make the situ-
ation clear:—

Deputies Just
elcted. pro-
Votes portion.

Clemencist Coalition. .5,715,568 36 29

Socialists ............ 3,576,685 10 19

Bourgeois Opposition.. 797,544 7 4
Royalists (Action Fran-

caise).............. 324,127 1 2

Various other lists.... 179,749 0 0

10,595,513 54 54

It is difficult to discover the exact number of
voters for each list, but, taking the averages,
about 389,000 electors voted for the Coalitionist
The
total number of effective voters in Paris and the
suburbs was 813,216; there were more than 20,000
spoiled papers.

In Paris itself no candidate obtained a clear
majority of the voters, so that P. R. was ap-
plied in each of the three divisions. Rnt the P. R.
svstem adopted is <o extraordinary that its re-
sults ave far from proportional Thus the six

dissentient. Secial-Patriéts standing in Paris ob-
tained: anly; 191,481: votes altogether, and four of
theni were elected, whereas the Socialist party
elected only 10 deputies for two million votes.
The Sotial-Patriots are included in the table above
in the bourgeois Opposition.

Where the system of block voting: (scrutin de
liste) operated alone, the results were still more
extraordinary. In the suburbs of Paris the Cle-
mencist Coalition polled 2,102,411 votes, and the
Socialists 1,576,602, and the Coalition returned all
the 14 deputies, because all its candidates were
supported by more than half the voters. Some
110,000 electors are thus entirley disfranchised. In
the Gironde the Clemencist Coalition also returned
all the 12 deputies, although it was supported by
about 81,100 voters out of a total of 159,014, so
that its majority was about 3,000. In Seine-et-
Oise all the 12 Coalitionists were returned, al-
though only seven of them had a clear majority of
the voters. The reason was that the five seats
left over were not enough to go round on the
system of P. R., so, under a clause of the law,
they were all attributed to the list with the
largest average. Very nearly half the voters were
thus disfranchised.

In one case, that of Houte-Vienne, the Social-
ists carried all the seats (five), but everywhere
else the block voting told in favoy of the Coalition.
As was anticipated in the “Daily Herald”, the
polls as a rule were light. In Paris and its
suburbs about 74 per cent of the electors voted,
but in other departments containing large townms
the poll was much smaller. For ipstance, it was
64 per cent in the Nord and 65 per cent in the
distriet of Marseilles. Undoubtedly a large pro-
portion of the abstentions was due to anti-par-
liamentarism; it was expected.

It has to be remembered that the proletariat
in France is in a minority. The rural population
is about 48 per cent of the whole, and there is a
larger proportion of persons living on unearned
income (rentiers) than in any other country.
Futher, about a million and a half young men
were killed in the war, of whom the great ma-
jority were workmen or peasants. The pro-
portion of old men among the voters is there-
fore Javger that it has ever been before. It
seems probable that the Socialists polled the im-
mense nmjority of the workmen that voted. and
that a large section of the pruietariat abstained
from voting on anti-parliamentarist grounds.

‘What's in a Lie?

By Fritz Friedmann

Under the caption "What's in a Name?”
the Communist Labor Party News prints the
following item:

“Did you know that the official name of
the Bolsheviks, the governmental party of
Soviet Russia, is ‘The Communist Labor
Party Of Russia’? The Communist Labor
Party of America is travelling in good com-
pany, thank you.”

We thank yvou also—for that brazen lie!
There has never existed in Russia a party
which called itself “The Communist Labor
TPartv of Russia”. In its issue of October
25, No. 21, the official organ of the Russian
Soviet Bureau, “Soviet Russia”, published
two documents in, which the Bolshevist
Party is repeatedly designated as “The Com-
munist Labor Party.” We knew most
certainly that such is not the true name of
the Bolshevist Party and therefore decided
to send a letter of inquiry to the Soviet
Bureau in order to clarify the question. In
reply we received the following letter:

G-99. “Referring to your inquiry of recent
date we wish to say that the official name of
Bolshevist Party Of Russia is “The Party of
the Communists (Bolsheviks).”

Yours faithfully,
. (signed) G. Weinstein,

GWT Secretary of the Representative.

This lctter shows at once that the Com-
munist Labor Party News states a lie, when
it declares that the Russian Party’s name
is “The Communist Labor Party’”. More-
over, the name of the Bolshevik Party is
still different from the name even as given
in the reply above. In his pamphlet “Who

are the Communists? (ON THE QUEST-
ION AS TO THE NAME OF OUR
PARTY)’, on page 4, Comrade Steklov
writes ;

“Guided by the above mentioned consider-
ations, the Seventh Congress of our Party
held in January 1918 decreed to change the
name of the Party to “The Russian Com-
munist Party (of the Bolsheviks)”.

This

I.enin's

name also appears in some of
books. It also is mentioned in
Bucharin’s pamphlet “Our Program”, which
is sold by the Communist Labor Party of
America under the false title of “The Pro-
gram of the Communist Labor Party of
Russia”. This name, “The Communist Party
of Russia”, appears in most of the books of
Russian authors and it is more than evident
that this is the real name of the Bolshevist
Party. Indeed, there is no plausible reason
to have the term “labor’ inserted in the
name.

The falsification of documents, pamphlets
and the distortion of the name of The Rus-
sian Communist Party is a new “tactic” of
party propaganda. If that be the only means
to get a foothold in the working-class move-
ment of America, then we may assure the |
C. L. P. that they will have hard luck and
remain what they actually are: a mere pre-
tensc.. ... \We have no doubt that the really
Communist clements attached to the C. L.
P. at present will discover that they are in
the wrong place and will soon find their way
to the only real Communist organization in
this The Communist Party of
America!

country:
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The Menace of American Capitalism

HE world has, for several years past,
Tbeen looking- towards the-President: of
the' United States of America as one ordained
to lead its people out from the bondage of
fearyand suffering beneath which they. Have
conte: From all nations and all-lands amen
andzavomen have called upon. ‘Woodrow
Wilkon to save them and-to set.their feet in
the path of peace. Probably, never has any
statesman had such hopes built upon : -his
sineerity, his capacity, his courage and his
resatve. It was. not that he was greater than
many a leader who has been before him, but
that the world has been bound- togethcr in
common sympathy by common intercourse
to -a- degree utterly inconceivable :at - any
earlier epoch. He is the one ruler who,
throughout the war, was able to bring to
international -affairs an -attention little “af-
fected by the traditions of European:state
crift, and who has, at the same time, had at
his:-disposal vast reserves of political:power.
His:moral authority seemed to.depend upom
his purity of motive and his nobility. of utter-
ance ‘and not upon the. peculiar ‘cifctim-
stances of his country’s situation and social
evolution. True, he is a fine characterand a
great figure in the history of politicaliso-
ciety, one of those men who stand forth
like: Cromwell and Charlemagne; like Abra-
ham Lincoln and Gladstone ta be.numbered
amangst the mighty statesmen of theearth.
He is worthy to stand silhouetted :against
the skyline in the tremendous setting of a
revolutionary drama. He fired the imagin-
ation of the Democracies of. the .world .and
in him :they reposed a trust:terrible in.its
responsibility.

The World's Quest of Peace

The war has been a strange episode. It
has awakened an idealism amongst_thc Al
lied Nations which had evideritly been put
to “sleep, but had not been killed by the
sordid everyday practice of commercialism,
hawking its saleable commodities from
market to market. The peoples have ‘oftens
in the past risen in revolt or mt.stled in
agltdnon and in elections agamst many k!
real and imaginary tyranny, always striv-
ing to recover their lost liberty, that w raxth
of goodwill which for ages has flitted mock-
ing before their puzzled gaze, that back-of-
the-brain mental image transmitted to them
in legend and in story, through c_onbcxeuce
and through instinct from their communal
past. This yearning for they know not
what has called them on this occasion to do
battle for their country and its professed
idéhl, bringing to the conflict the passions
and the prejudices of the long dead centuries
of kith and kin. It is no mere unworthy
reversion to a brutish origin which has
sweépt the nations on to a carnival of
slatighter and destruction, but a bursting
through the bonds of a property civilization
in pursuit of the ultimate Brotherhood of

Mam The solidarity inherent in the herdmo{
instinct has escaped from the toils of buying

and selling, of making money and dissipat-
ing -its equivalents,
desire to go back, yet they hesitate to pio-
neér into the great unknown. They have

flung themselves in masses against barbed

entanglements under a rain of machine gun
builets and through clouds -of poison-gas;
vet they look at the intermittent ‘street bat-
tles of Soviet Russia and shudder at the
dangers which may await them on the road
to a reasoned and sane social system. -
Woodrow Wilson had a plausible solu-
tion. of their troubles to ly before the
peoples. He spoke in. generalities. He

The peoplcs have no.

By J. D. Newbold, M. A.
(British Socialist Pa.rty'. publication).

coined and trundfed his vague and indefin-

able phrases about Liberty and Democracy,

about ‘Self Determination and Public Right,
backwards and forwards before them. They
knew the’ present and had forgotten the past
before they had time to learn its story.
Hence they did not pause to ask him to ex-
plain what precisely he meant by these

.amxable abstractions which, throughout its

hxstc)ry, have been the one great contribution
of American Democracy to the leaden-
footed progress of human emancipation.
They récognised a difference, a most pleas-
ing but, not necessarily,.a fundamental dif-
ference between his speeches and those of
Wilhelm IT. and Georges Clemenceau. They
looked upon the surface and looked no
deeper. They missed the sabre-rattling of

the ‘old diplomacy and in contradiction -

to the Anglo-French model read what they
deemed to be a plain statement of facts in
a series of elegant notes and declarations
duly laid upon their breakfast tables.

\Vilso'n is, essentially, an American in his
metliods.  Not the American of the middle
of the nineteenth century with his crude
lithographs and his shady prospectuses, but
the American businessman, college-trained
and admirably tailored, ready with a sauve
tongue to take you for a pleasant afternoon’s
enlightenment "and entertainment around
his elegant departmental store. Wilson is
admirable as the stately commissionaire
deputed to attract the world’s custom to the
raonster- emporium, known as the United
States.

Prior to this, no President had gone
abroad during his term of office. On this
occasion, Wilson did not shatter the tra-
dition without causing considerable and not
too favorable comment, but never before had
the United States adventured its dominant
interests in the cross-currents of world-
politics, Since 1915, the U. S. A. had ex-

tended its economic power into Europe and-

had  since that time, offered seven and 2
half billion dollars of its official credits to
the States associated with it inl the Crusade
for Democracy. Close on the heels of this
economic force came its political custodian,
escorted by lines of material warships and
aeroplanes, to give his idealism shape and
sanction at the Congress of Paris. He
crossed the Atlantic'and came supported by
a terrific weight of material power greater
than any conqueror of the past. lle was
in Europe as commander-in-chief of his
armies and navies, ‘‘utterly autocrat in
GGovernment,” independent of Senate and
Congress, executive head of the mightiest
capitalist state in the world.

I.éon Trotzki came to Brest-Litovsk with
no armies and no armaments, delegate of
the first Soviet Republic, trusting only to
the millions  of mankind. He has been
scorned as a materialist. It is Wilson who
is the great idealist.

T.et us enquire further into the tircum-
stances attendant upon Americas’ appedr-
ance at the Peace Congress in the persons
of her President and his suite, including,
amongst others, McCormick, Charles M.
Schwab and Mr. I.eslie Urquhar’s bosom
crony, Mr. Hoover, Let us look around and
about and behind the presidential seat and
make ourselves somewhat more familar with
the forces which have determined the course

of Uhnited - States policy and the interests

- which have set the stagerwhereon*Waodrow

Wilson must play his part.

The American Democracy

- The United States of America is 3 federa-
tion of states, thirteen of which existed
when she broke away from British sov-
ereignty and  thirty-five more -which- at
divers times have been carved out of the
territories west of the Alleghany Mbuntains
which have been: purchased ‘or seized from
Spain, France and Mexico and whose lands
have been obtained from the  aboriginal
inhabitants by every exercise of bargain and
chicanery. The War of Independence wus
no popular uprising but a sordid-quarrvel
between the landed, mercantile and manu-
facturing classes of the thirtecn colonies and
the government of the-mother country. The
American Constitation. was the handiwork
of a family circle of land specuiators and’
bankers who carried-its adoptien4n face o
intense opposition by the.threat of -with-
drawing credit from those who-failed t
support its ratification.-According te Adats
it was “the work of the commercial-people
in the sea-port towns, of ‘the planters of the
slave-holding states, of “the officers of the
Revolutionary "army, and the ~property-
holders-everywhere.”” - It-was :draftad in
secret session in such a way as-to -protect-
the rule of the dominant class ¢fthe periad
and there was slipped into it a clause “ior-
bidding any State to. pass-legisiation im-
pairing the obligation of acontract”. This.
unprecedented: safeguard; the work of two
hank attorneys, has:made legislative reform
the plaything of the Courts from that-dav
to this.

The - Supreme Court of tie United
States early arrogated to-itself -the «cight of
deciding what laws ‘were or-were:not con-
stitutional, and only last-year, under this
usurped power, this body declared woid the
new Child Labor Law restrictirg.the em-

‘ployment of childrenin the *Democratic

South, The Constitution has been Halanced
up to now so as to equate State Riglits and
Federal Authority, the workers -generally
being let down between the two by skilful.
jugglery  with - inter-state and ~inmtra-state
laws and regulations. The President is the
head of the Federal State, elected by the
vote of the peopie. The :states -have cach
their Governor similarly elected by the
people therein. There-are -Assemblies and
Senates in each State und from -each State
representatives are sent-to sitin-the Federal
Congress and the Federal Senate in Wash-
ington. The State Governors appoint the
State Judges to their several Courts (though
in some cases elective for-longteris). The
President nominates the Judges on the
Federal Circuit and- Supreme Courts sub-
ject to ratification by the ‘Fede-al Senate.
These judges of the Supreme. Court of the
U. S. A, sit for life and whilst, in theory;
they can be impcached there is no case ot .
this course being proceeded with, Their
number can be mue;ued by-legislative we-
tion but, othcr\uso—lmd the fornter course
1s most e.\ccptxonal——-thc composition of this
final Court 'of Appeal can only be altered
by appointments on resignation or death. It
is the Courts which recally matter in the in-
ternal governance of the United States and
it is their tradition whichfmakes so grave
the prospect of an Internationa! Court for a
League of Nations established c¢n the model
of America’s suppesedly popular Democ-
racy.
(Continned - op .pege 8)
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| Despite of Alll

A general - attack on . thé “Spartac”!
LN “Bovn with-the Spartacansl” such
are. the.cexclamations ringing down the
streets. “Catch ‘them, whip them, stab
them,:shoot:theni down, string them up-the
lamp-post; ‘grab-them, trample them down
~with your feet!” -Brutalities are committed
before-which the crithes perpetrated by the
German armies in- Belgium pale into insigni-
ficance.

“The-Spartacans are smashed{”—is tri-
umphantly. announced in all the newspaper
offices; beginning with the “Post” and end-
‘ing:with the “Vorwirts'’.

“The Spartacans are smashed !’ And their
defeat will be consummated with; the saber,
the revolver-and the rifle of the restored old
Prussian -police and with . thé disarming of
the revolutionary workers. '

“The.Spartacans are smashed!” Under
guard of the bayonets of Col. Reinhard;
unider the cover of the machine guns and
cannons-of General Lutvitz will be carried
out the election for the Constituent Assemb-
ly,—the-plebiscite for the Napoleon-Ebert.

“The-Spartacans are smashed!”

Gh-yes,-undoubtedly! The revolutionary
workers-of Berlin sustained a defeat. Un-
doubtedly! .. Hundreds of the best of ‘them
werekilledd- Undoubtedly! Hundreds of
the -most -doyal of them -have been thrown
into: prisen!

Undoubtedly! They have sustained a
defeat,—because they were abandoned by
the-sailers; the soldiers, the Guard, the
people’s militia,—by those on-whose support
they counted. And because tlieit power was
patalyzed by the indecision and feebleness
of “their leaders. And because of the un-
precedented-cutflow of the counter-revolu~
tionary-swamp ‘of the inert populace which
swallowed them up.

‘Yes, sundoubtedly,—they- are : smashed.
History foreordained. their defeat, for the
time -of ‘their rising was not yet ripe. But
nevertheless,—the struggle was inevitable
and-it-would have resulfed inh a shameful de-
feat ‘for the enemy, if -Eugene Ernst and
Hirschi:had not surrendered without a battle
the police headquarters—thte—sevolutionary
paliadium,. ‘This struggle was forced upon
the proletariat by the Ebert gang, and with
sheer -elemental power the Berlin masses
rose, throwing aside all doubts and cal-
culations.

Yes, -undoubtedly! The revolutionary
workers of Berlin sustained a defeat.

And Ebert-Scheidemann-Noske triumphed.
They trivmphed, because the generals, the
bureaucracy, the Juikers of the highest and
lowest rank, the church and the money-bags
and all those who were frightened and re-
actionary. who were: threatened. with hard-
ships and restrictions, were on their side.
And they triumphed by using shells, bombs
with poisoned gas, and hand-grenades.

Yet there are defeats equivalent to victory
and victories more fatal than defeats.

Besieged during the period of the January
Bloody Week, they valiantly carried on the
struggle; thcy aspired to realize the grand
and .noble aim of suffering humanity—the
spiritual and material emancipation of the
exploited  masses; they shed their precious
blood in the name of a sacred ideal. And
from every drop of this blood,—of this

dragon’s seed for the victory of to-day,—in-
the place of the fallen will rise new avengers;

from every mutilated body will emerge new

fighters:inthe name of the great cause which

is as-eternal and unfading as the horizon.
The-wdnguished to day will be the victors

-faxlures

Karl -Liebknecht’s Last Writing.

to-moirow, for théir defeat will teach them .
The German proletarian does not

a lesson.
possess a revolutionary tradition and exper-
ienice. And this practical experience which
will ‘make- possible his future successes he

well be able to acqiure not otherwise than

by . actual attempts, through mistakes,
through youthful and painful defeats angd
For the vital and moving forces of
the Social Revolution, the irresistible growth
of wlnch is the natural law of social develop-
ment, every defeat gives rise to a new
sourcé of new impulsive power. And
through defeats and after the defeats the
Social revolution marches forward to vic-
tOl‘V

But what is to be said of to-day's victors?

In the name of their base aims they com-
mit their base and bloody deeds. For the
retentiony of the power of the outlived
generation, in the interests of. the mortal
enemics of the proletariat.

And at this very moment they are already.
themselves vanquished, because they are
already to-day held in prison by those whom
they wanted to utilize as a tool for their
purposes, but whose too! they have them-
selves become long ago.

The firm still exhibits their. name. But
the term of their further existence is cut
short.

They - are already nailed to the Pillar of
Shame. in. history. Never before did.the
world witness such wonder-traitors like
these who: betrayed their own sacred.cause,
but who also crucified themselves on the
cross. Just like in August 1914 the German
Social- -Democracy. fell lower than any other,
~—so now at the dawn of the Social-Revolu-
tion it presents a hideous sight.

" The French bourgeoisie was compelled to

furnish from its own ranks hangmen in June
1848 and in March 1871, The German bour-
geoisie does not have to burden itself-with
such- a task,—the “Social-Democrats’’ are
performing for it the dirty, bloody asd
cowardly work; the name of its :Cavegniac.
and its Galife is Noske, “the German work-
man’’,

The peal of bells announced thls slaught-

-; music, the waving of handkerchiefs and
the_triumpha] ccl‘ebrations of the capitalists
*saved {rom the Bolshevik menace,” greeted
the victors. The smoke of the powder has
not yet vanished; the flame of the slaughter.
of workers has not yet been extinguished:
the corpses of the killed have not vet beeun
removed ; the wounded proletarians are still
moaning i—but Ibert, Scheidemann and
Noske. anxious to show off their victory, ure
already arranging parades for the troops
which participated in the slaughter.

The dragon sowing!

Already they are cast uside by the work-
ers towards whose International they dare
extend their hands red with the blood of
of the German workers. With hatred and.
contempt they are avoided even by those
who sacrificed their Socialism on the altar
of the world-war. Discredited, excluded
from the ranks of honest humanity, expelled
from the International, persecuted by the
hatred and curses of the entire revolutionary
proletariat,~—they stand before the eyes of
the world.

And thanks to them, Germany is covered
with shame. Fratricides, traitors govern
the German people. “A parchment paper
for me,—I must write that down.”

- Oh, their domination cannot last long
and. they -will be tried.

By their action anger is aroused in tils
lions of.hearts,—anger and resentment.

The Proletarian Revolution which they

_plotted to drown: in blood, despite of them,

will rise in gigantic stature. Its first word

-will: be: Down with the murderers of the

workers, Ebert-Scheidemann-Noske!.

The -vanquished to-day learned therr
lesson. - They cured themseves from the
false :hope of finding salvation in the sups
port of the soldier masses which were pres
viously led astray. They cured themselves.
from: the illusions that they can rely upom
the -leaders-'who now proved themselves
impotent-and without ability. They cured
themselves from their trust in the Inde~
pendent Social-Democracy that. disgrace-
fully left them to their fate. In the future
they will themselves direct the battles and

win victories; ‘relying solely upon them-

selves, The slogan proclaiming that “The
emancipation of the workers must be a¢-
complished by the workers themselves” has
now: acquired; due to the bitter lesson of
this yweek, 2 more profound meaning.

And:soon experiencing the whip of mili»
tarism’ réstored- anew, even the irregular
soldierg-williwith sufficient clearness unders
stand what a dastardly role was assigned to
thenr; and they, too, will awaken from the
intoxication which seized tipon them at the
present time.

“The Spartacan Group is smashed!”

Oh, wait! We have not run and we are not
smashed. - 'And-though you may rivet chains
on us, we shall still be and remain here! And
the victory will be.ours!

Lndcr the crack of the growing economc
break-down, as under the blasts of the
trumpet declaring the Judgment Day, the
proletanan masses which are still asleep will
awaken; the corpses of the fallen fighters
will rise and demand an answer from their
Lontemptlblc murderers. To-day we only
hear the subterranean rumbling of the vol-
cano but to-morrow it will burst and bury
them in its fiery ashes and burning torrents
of lava

And then will come Spartacus who signi-
fies thc soul and heart, the will and action
of the. _Proletarian Revolution. Spartacus
who ,s;gm,fxes the destitution and aspiration
to happiness and the true militant steadfast-
ness of the class-conscious proletariat. Spar-
tacus—the spitit of Socialism and of the
World Revolution.

The Golgatha Road is not cnded for the
German proletariat, but the day of its eman-
cipation is nearer. The Judgment Day for
Fbert-Shiedemann-Noske and for the capita-
list rulers who are to-day hiding behind their
backs. 1ligh into the skies are bursting the
waves of .the world ocean,—it is for us =
wsual occurrence to be dashed from the
hecights down into the depths. But our ship
firmly maintains its straight course angd
proudly proceeds yonder to its final aim.

And whether we shall be alive or not
when it reaches its destination,—dominating

‘the minds of emancipated humanity, will

live our program. It will live, despite of all'
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THE COMMUNIST

Decemper 20th, 1919,

Communist Party and [. W. W.

editor about the relation between the Com-
munist Party and I. W, W. The questions
submitted may be summarized as follows:

1) “What is the difference between the Com-
munist Party and the I. W. W.?”

2) “Is the I. W. W, the ideal organization on
the economic field, or should the Commu-
nist Party strive to create another economic
industrial union?

MANY inquiries have been received by the

3) *“Is the Communist Party in favor of sa-
botage?

4) “Is the Communist Party in favor of direct
action?

5) “How do you define direct action?

6) ‘““What is the relation between the I, W,
W. and anarchism?

7) “Is mass action a direct action?
Question No. 1.

The accurate scientific way to answer this ques-
tion is to consider what historical circumistances
account for the existence of each of these organ-
izations and what life purposes they have to ful-
fil. Some phrases or sentences appearing in the
literature of either organization cannot answer
the question.

- The I. W. W. is a labor union. It is a special
kind of labor union. It came into existence in
1905 in opposition to the dominant trade unionism
represented by the A. F. of 1. It sought an in-
dustrial and class basis for unionism, as opposed
to the narrow craft basis. It accepted the class
struggle as its guiding principle of action, not the
capitalist contract system which was fundamental
in the action of the A. F. of I.—the trade un-
ionists regarding their craftsmanship as a species
of capitalistic property. Above all, the I. W, W,
meant the bringing into the unions of the un-
skilled, of groups of workers hevetofore ignored
in the domain of union organization. It is this
latter item which has made the 1. W. W. so unique
in character and of revolutionary spirit.

Industrial unionism, simply as a distinet form
of uniorism, using the United Mine Workers as
an example, is not necessarily either revolution-
ary nor in opposition to the A. F. of L. It is a
challenge to craft unionism' as to greater effec-
tiveness, and certainly there is no question about
the effectiveness of an industrial strike such as
we have just witnessed on the part of the United
Mine Workers.

The I. W, W. is of revolutionary significance
because it identifies industrial unionism with the
class struggle. This is not settled by quoting the
world-famous preamble of the I. W. W., but by
rzcognizing that the unionism of the unskilled
and semi-skilled necessarily brings to the front
the class issue. YWe have seen liow the unionism
the class issue to the front, when they strike as
of the steel workers and miners inevitably brings
an industrial mass, instead of as craft groups.
At the present stage of economic concéntration,
any stirring of the underlyving mass of workers is
bound to take on momentum toward the prole-
tarian revolution.
compromise between capitalism and the mass of
unskilled labor. Capitalism depends upon having
at jts absolute mercy a large body of unskilled,
unorganized laborers. It will accept the unionism
of one-tenth of the workers, welding this group
into an anti-revolutionary “labor aristocracy”
and using this group against the general mass
of the unorganized workers. But when A. F. of
L. is itself invaded by the unskilled and semi-
skilled, as in the basic steel industry, then Judge
Gary takes a stand even against collective bar-
gaining, i. e., against making contracts with his
workers enforceable by a strike of the whole steel
industry., From this viewpoint it is apparent
why the coal strike was of such fundamental im-
portance to the capitalist system that the govern-
ment intervened to break the strike, and to take
care that whatever gains came to the miners
would appear to be voluntary grants, by aid of
the government, rather than concessions won
directly on the strike field, thereby impressing
upon the miners their class power.

Unionism is bound to adapt itself to the condi-
tions of stiuggle under highly concentrated cap-
italism. It was the I. W. W, which first gave
conscious expression to this new form and
temper of unionism in the United States. Not
strictly first, because the I. W. W. itself was an
amalgamation of several existing organizations
which had already anticipated its principles; but
the first to make a general propaganda of revolu-
tionary industrial unionism and to lay down a
basis for the entire re-organization of the labor
union movement along new lines.

* * *

On the other hand, the Communist Party is the
immediate organized expression in the United
States of the propaganda of the proletarian rev-
olution going back to the Communist Manifesto
of 1847. The Communist Party represents no in-
terests of labor except the totality of interesis
embraced in the proletarian revolution itself.

All of ynionism is of interest to the Commun-
ist Party as it develops the forces which lead to
> the proletarian overthrow of capitalism and to
the establishment of Communist industrialism.

There is no possible basis for -

It is from this viewpoint that we value industrial
unionism as against craft unionism, though it is
undoubtedly true that craft unionism has had its
advantages for particular groups of workers, ad-
vantages now decidedly on the decline because
of capitalist concentration. But the objective of
Communism is the proletarian revolution, and its
coneern with all immediate actions of the work-
ing class, in the economic as in the political field,
is their tendency and poteney with regard to the
ultimate revolutionary aspeets of the class
struggle.

The Commiunist Party is an organization for
revolutionary propaganda. Its immediate busi-
ness and its ultimate business are one and the
same thing-—always the propaganda of the
proletarian revolution and of the Communist re-
construction. The special mission of the Com-
munist Party is to analyze the class struggle as
it develops from day to day, and to put this anal.
vsis at the service of the working class for what-
ever guidance it may give in the immediate
struggles. The Communist Party, by its work
of education and agitation, trains and inspires
for revolutionary leadership and for -critical
understanding on the part of a considerable group
of workers, so that the immediate actions are,
perhaps imperceptibly, made to acquire a con-
scious revolutionary Communist character. What
the Communist Party organizes, within itself, is
proletarian revolutionary consciousness and un-
derstanding. Outside itself, the Communist Party
aims to give emphasis to those tendencies in the
labor movement which appear to lead most direct-
ly and surely to the proletarian conquest of the
political power, this being the necessary first
achievement for the Communist social recon-
struction.

There could be no possible confusion between
any kind of a labor union and an organization
purely for revolutionary propaganda, except that
the 1. W. W., by reason of many circumstances
which cannot here be reviewed, has been hitherto
thwarted in becoming an actual union except in a
very limited way in certain particular fields;
especially among timbermen, longshoremen, metal
miners, and other groups of semi-skilled heavy
laborers. The I, W. W. has itself become primar-
ily a propaganda organization, and has un-
doubtedly had a profound influence upon the labor
movement in this country and elsewhere through
its propaganda and through the character of its

fighting in the important strikes in which it has

played a part. Indecd, the 1. W, W. propaganda
has gone outside the union field, in a sense, into
the political field; by its “free speech” fights in
the West and by its class challenge as made
through the courts.

The propaganda of the I. W. W., outside the
advecacy of industrial unionism itself, has been of
variegated pattern, and the only reason for any
friction between the I, W, W, and the Communist
Party is the fact that some of the 1. W. W
propaganda has been anti-Communist.

There is nothing about the 1. W. W. which
should make ijts geneval propaganda anything
other than the program of the Communist Party;
but even with absolute agreement on propaganda
principles the two organizations would go on side
by side. The I. W, W, is still a union, in form of
organization and in practical purposes. Its propa.
ganda, after all, is meant to attract workers to the
1. W. W. asx a union. Indeed there are men in the
I. W. W. who do not take the propaganda any
more seriously than for its advertising value in
getting members into the union. But most of the
members of the I. W. W. are imbued with the
spirit of the class struggle as a revolutionary
struggle for working class domination of the social
system. We might say that these members are
Communists who are in a favorable position for
carrying on revolutionary propaganda within the
union field, and this is of the highest value.

But there is always the need for an organization
which concentrates entirely on the revolutionary
propaganda, untrammelled by any purposes of im-
mediate gains, economic or legislative. Such an
organization alone can maintain the perspective
of the labor movement in its entirety. Such an
organization alone is safe from being diverted to
its own immediate organization advantages, which
is not the case with unions, co-operatives, or
political organizations built on participation in
capitalist democracy for the winning of legislative
reforms.

Question No. 2.

Tt is not the work of the Communist Party to
build a new industrial union. Our work is to
promote the revolutionary tendencies throughout
the labor movement. Our fundamental under-
standing is that the forces of life, the pressure of
imperialistic capitalism, compels the workers to
accept new tactics. In a primitive stage of the
class struggle one might talk about creating a
new kind of union as an example; but in ther
present advanced stage this would be about the
same as the proposition of trying out Communism
on a South Sea Island. We must deal with the
actual complications of the industrial world and
of the labor movement as it lives and struggles
today. We cannot declare by fiat that it shall all
begin over again—on correet logical principles. 1t
must go on and on, and it is our task to bring to
the front the tendencies in the actual living strug-
gle which appear to us most directly in line with
the goal of the social revolution.

The minute the Communist Party begins to build
a union of its own it ceases to be a Communist

Party, but becomes a union; that is, its chief
busines becomes the demonstration of actual better
union results with its own specially created union.

As to picking out the I. W. W, as “the ideal
organization on the economic field,” that is of the
same logic. No matter how highly the Communist
Party may value the 1. W. W. and its work, no
matter how closely we may come to co-operate
in this work, it would still be a fatal error for the
Communist Party to prefer the I. W, W, as an
actual union, to other unions which exist or which
may come into existence in the same field.

Certainly there is no objection to every member
of the Communist Party joining the 1. W, W. But
that does not mean that Communists should not
also belong to other unions. Indeed many mem-
bers of the 1. W. W, either from necessity or by
choice, are also members of other unions. So of
the Communists. The question of joining a union
is to be answered individually according to locality
and possibilities of choice. Nor is it a question
of “ideal organizations,” but a question of the
highest individual effectiveness in promoting the
Communist propaganda. It might be argued that
anything which promotes the 1. W. W. as an
organization is of itself effective aid toward the
social revolution, but this argument would have to
be limited by time and eircumstance, The Com-
munist Party cannot create within itself an *‘or-
ganization loyalty” as against the labor movemgnt
in its totality. It must be ready at every moment
to adapt itself to changing circumstances and to
work with all organizations, whether “ideally”
started or not, which at a given crisis take up the
revolutionary challenge of the class struggle. It
must strive, above all, to attain a central unity of
revolutionary proletarian action surmounting all
the organization boundaries which exist in ad-
vance of the revolutionary erisis. The program of
the Communist International points to the council,
arising out of the revolutionary struggle itself,
as the centralizing organization unit.

The lovalty of a Communist cannot be to any
form eof organization but always to the social
revolution. Membership in a union, as a Commun-
ist, must constantly meet the test of the develop-
ment of the class strugle. There is no guestion
but that a strong case can be made for Communist
membership in the I. W. W, at the pressent time,
and the case would be far stionger if the 1. W. W,
made its general propaganda that of Communism.

Question No. 3.

Sabotage is a very loose term, but without
enteving into any extensive definitions and an-
alysis it is enough to say that the Communist
Party believes in the highest practical adaption of
tactics to the conditions of struggle. Comrade
Katavama favored us quite recently with a de-
scription of the use of sabotage by the Japanese
workers ‘under conditions where the ike wm of
itself illegal, and where there is no chance for
union organization with strike funds. But we
would not consider that sabotage, in the broadest
understanding of the term; as representing a
general mass action, would ever present a question.
of what is “legitimate” and what is not “legi-
timate”. The question is entirely one of the most
effective gencralship under a given set of circum-
stances.

The working class cannot, in the final analysis,
choose its methods of combating the capitalist op-
pression. The Communists refuse, therefore, to
lay down any “principles” by which any forms of
action shall be "held taboo. under any and all
circumstances. 1t is up to the ruling class to get
off the worker’s hack if they want univevsal ami-
ability.

The Socialist Party clause against sabetage,
adopted by referendum in 1912, was a disgrace to
the labor movement in the United States, in that
it accepted the capitalist moral valuation of a
form of working class action. The Communists
have no such moral valuations. The question is
one of effectiveness under actual circumstances:
of what is actually proposed to be done and of
its apparent suitability to get vesults.

Question No. 4.
Yes.

Question No. 5,

By direct action we understand the opposite te
representative, indirect legislative action. The
term direct action arose as a demand for union
action for political aims, contrary to dependence
on parliamentarism.

Question No. 6.

The I. W. W, has suffered from a degree of
infusion of anarchist doctrines in its general
propaganda. This is the derivation of the anti-
political or non-political theorizing of some of the
I. W, W. writers, Thes«gemand for immediate,
direct abolition of the State, in favor of inde-
pendent. autonomous local associations of workers,
industry by industry, is the modern theme of an-
archism. Communism demands the Dictatorship
of the Proletariat—the speciul State of the prole-
tariat—as the central and all-important means for
the social reconstruction. The abolition of the
State as an organ of class oppression is considered
the incvitable result of the Communist suppression

of bourgeois exploitation. ¢

Question No, 7.

Mass action has the same derivation as direct
action, only the term mgss action is broader, bhe-
ing all-inclusive of working class action, whereas
the term direct action is particularly a deserip-
tive of union action.
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HE COMRMUNIST PARTY is an orgenization of Fifty
Thousand Workers,

Can these Fifty Thousand Workers raise a fund of Fiity
Thousand Dollars during the next few weeks? That is the question
that is now before the organization.

Within three ménths from the time of organization of the
party we arc subject to the rutliess attack of the ruling class.
Many of our comrades are under arrest. Scores are heing held
for deportation.

The persecution of the ruling class has been particularly
directed agaiust the officials of the National Organization.
Practically every one of the comrades in charge of the work of
the national office is under some sort of charge.
are waiting for bail to be arranged.

This attack is evidently intended to destroy the organization
at its very inception. The party propaganda during the last few
months has shown the powers that be that they have to deal with
a body of wen and women who understand the existing industrial
situation and who were developing a propaganda against capital-
ism that was bound to bear {ruit in a strong working class move-
ment for the abolition of the existing industrial systen.

The party propaganda did not deal with theories and vague
generalities. It dealt with concrete situations, with the problems
which the workers were facing in their struggle for more life.
In place of the vague gencralities of former Socialist propaganda
the party dealt with the realities of life itself and out of these
sought to develop an understanding of Communist fundamentals.

SHALL THIS WORK GO ON? SHALL 1T BE IN-
TENSIFIED! AND BECOME MORE AGGRESSIVE?

The effort to deport and imprison the active party workers
is an eifort to stop it. By striking at the party officials at the
very beginning of their work the ruling class believes it can destroy
the effectiveness of our propaganda. It hopes to remove those

Most of them

ave in charge of the propaganda and organization work and thus
disrupt our forces.

Couirades, it is a real danger that threatens us. We have
not had time to develop our full strength. In an older organization
a dozen workers would be ready and prepared to step in the places
of those who become the victims of the ruling class. Even now
we will not go down if the attack is successful in removing those
in positions of responsibility. Others will take their places; but
for a time we will suffer,

It is our duty to put off the removal of those comrades who
are respousible for the party work as long as possible. The
longer we retain their services the stronger we will be.

That is the importance of responding to the appeal for the
Defense Fund—of raising Fiity Thousand Dbollars for the fight
against the imprisonment and deportation of our party workers.

Comrades! We have said a Communist Party is not a party
of half-hearted, halting, impotent membership. In the past
Defense Ifunds have been raised by long campaigns of appeals
and wheedling.

Must we do that? Or will vou respond quickly and decisively ?

FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS FROM FIFTY THOUS-
AN MEMBERS! CAN WE RAISE TITAT IN TEN DAYS?
—TWO WEEKS—A MONTH, AND THEN GO ON WITH
OUR WORK OF PROPAGANDA AND ORGANIZATION?

When the time comes for the party workers to go to prison
without hurdening the organization with costly defense, thev
will he ready to accept their lot and go smilingly. The presen-t
situation calls for a fight, for DEFENSLE TO THE LIMIT OF
OUR ABILITY.

We call upon you comrades, to show your Communist under-
standing, the determination and the spirit that quickly accom-

plishes what needs to be done, by making a prompt respense to
this call.

Organization News

which is now nearing the $5,000 mark.

Pamphlet No. 3.

The notification in last week’s “Communist”
fter January 1, all organizations joining the
party would have to come in as new branches and
each members pay the initiation fee of 50¢, has
resulted in a new influx of charter applications.
If all the branches now using Communist Party
dues stamps make their applications by January
1, the rumber of units of the organization will be
well over the thousand mark.
* k *

An English Branch of the party has been or-
ganized at Reading, Pa.

* % %

Announcement has been previously made of the
drift from the S. L. P, to the Communist Party,
as shown by the action of a number of branches
of that organization in joining the party. The
Lettish 8. L. P. branch of Chicago is another in-
stance of the same drift., This branch reeently
combined with the Lettish Communist Branch of

that city.
* * sk

Steps to organize State and District Organiza-

tions are under way in Chio and Pennzylvania.
* * *
“The Comnunist International”

The first number of the monthly theoretical
and scientific magazine is about ready to go to
press. It is dated January and will be delivered
to those who send bundle orders and subsecriptions,
by January 1. o

The first number will contain articles by Lenin,
Trotsky and Koseleff on the work of the Russian
Soviet Republic as well as contributions on the
theoretical problems of the party in this country
by the party’s ablest theoreticians and writers.

The price of the magazine, 96 pages, will be
25¢ for single copies or $3.00 for twelve months
subscription. In bundles of ten or more the price
is 15c per copy. Send in orders at once in order
to secure the first number, as the edition will be
limited.

* * *
THE ORGANIZATION FUND

Acknowledgement through the “Communist” of
contriblitions to the Organization Fund were dis-
continued for obvious reasoms. The fact that
these acknowledgements have not appeared in the
“Comamunist” does not mean, however, that con_
tributions have ceased to come in, Many branches
have.recently sent in their donations to the fund,

In an earlier issue of the “Communist” receipt
of 817.98 from the Elizabeth, N. J. Ukrainian,
Bayonne Ukrainian, Bavenne Russian, Stapleton
Ukrainian and Staten Island Russian Branches
was acknowledged as the proceeds of -a picnic held
for the benefit of the Organization Fund. This
should have read $171.98. In the same issue
$50.00 was acknowledged from, the Endicott, N.
Y. Ukrainian Branzh. This should have read En-
dicott, N, Y. Ukrainian §5.00 and Detroit Ukrai-
iian No. 1 §50.00.

“YOUR SHOP”

Leaflet No. 3, “Your Shop”, has met with such
universal approval as a Communist propaganda
leaflet that a new edition has been printed and
the leaflet will be kept in stock permanently.
Branches which have not distributed it should
sénd in their orders at $1.50 per thousand.

Leaflet No. 5, “Your Must Unite—Working-
men!” is.now being sent out. It deals with the
unification of the strikes and should be distributed

in the shops and factories everywhere. Orvder
at the same priee. :

Pamphlet No. 3, “The Communist Party and ¢k~
I. W, W., a debate between I. £ Ferguson of
the Communist Party and Harold Lord Varney of

the I. W. W. will be ready for shipment in another
week..

This pamphlet is one of vital importance to our
movement and should help materially to develop
mutual understanding between the I. W. W. and
the Communist Party. It brings out clearly the
respective part which the C. P. and the I. W. W.
have to play in the emancipation of the workers.
The pamphlet contains 48 pages and sells at 15¢
per copy; 10 copies for $1.00; 25 for $2.50; 50 for
84.50 and $8.00 per hundred. Send orders to the
above address.

Pamphlet No. 2, “The Development of Socialism
from Science to Action” is now being shipped.
This pamphlet, presenting the development of So-
ciali=m from theory to the actual struggle is one
of the most valuable of recent contributions to
Socialist literature and should have a wide cir-
cuiation inside and outside of the party.

“The Red Army” ........

............

1219 BLUE ISLAND AVENUE

FIRST ISSUE

“The Communist International”

Critical and Scientific Magazine of the. Communist Party of America. Ninety-six
pages of special articles and editorials.

Features of First Issue:

“The Proletarian Revolution and the Betrayer Kautsky”
e . By Leon Trotsky

“Communist Party Problems” .............................. By Louis C. Fraina
“Dictatorship and Democracy” ...............cooiiiii..., By Maurice Sugar
“Unionism and Reconstruction in Russia” ....................... By B. Koseleff

Other Articles and Editorials
Send orders at once.Single copies 25¢, Bundles of 5 or more 15¢

SEND ORDER TO :

COMMUNIST PARTY OF AMERICA

....... By Nicolai Lenin

CHICAGO, ILL.
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The Menace of American Capitalism

(Coantipued from page 4)

It is from the United States that
the ideas emante most . forcnbly Wthh
will- secure incorporation it any projéct of
international regulation . erected‘ iupon “a
property basis. George tiington, - ‘at
'commencement of .the new republic; de-
scribed the Supreme Cour '
ment which must be conside
stone of our political fabric.”
of the American Constitution
government “intended to last for

" THe Fathers
erected a
aaes
_.and laid down the pnnuple enuncxated by

Madison that landholders ouglhit to’ hd\e @
share in the government to' ’uppmt those.
invaluable interests, and to. ,balame and
check the other, T hey oughtr t6 bé's0 cou-
stituted as to protect the mmont) of the
_opulent against the majority. ”{The Senatel
therefore, ouoht to be this body, and answer
these purposes.” The men who’ ar "ptomot-
ing the League of Nations have theu eves
on the past as well as the futul €, :iﬂd with
a tal\c mtel pretdtmu dﬂd preqeﬂtatgon ot

nent p(‘u(. The pion
are such men as ex-Pres) ~wh
now maost cnthusiaéticall:_'\j >mmﬂrf115?;';"(5\4\%?1?-"
- son. _ :
.dft can bung I\cpubh

. badung to

pubh«.‘ms contxol thg
must ratiiy the Peace Tred
was who said, in his dueptancd_speegh at
the commencement of the p1e31dentlal ‘TA -
paign of 1912, “the Republlcan party is the
nucleus of that public opinion  which favmns
constant progress and dev#'opmem along
<afe and sane lires and under the Constitu-
tion as we have had it for, mo1e than 100
years, and which beheves in the ‘mainte-
nance of our mdependent 1ud1c1ary as the
keystone of our liberties and ‘the balance
wheel by which the whole go_vemmental
machinery is kept within the original plan”
{A'merican Socialist Campaign Book, 1912,
p. 51). Taft was and is utterly the tool of
the “Interests.” Bluntly and frankly he has
denied his belief “that all people are fit for
self-government.”

The men who meet at Paris to formulate
the League of Nations have a kindred aim
to those who gathered at Annapolis.. They
are ‘intent upon safeguarding the financial
oligarchy whose capital is New York. They
are patently and openly anti-Bolshevist.
They may offer to discuss with it when the
seas are ice-bound and they cannot land men
or munitions to help the propertied elements
to overthrow its power. Then they, parley
and, p:rleying, make a virtue of their open-
mindedness.

Wilson has made no secret of his hostility
to the Soviet principle and practice. He

" fights with other weapons than Clemencean
and George. He talks for months.
with German Militarism. He creates -an
atmosphiere. He manoeuvres, "as- every
-negotiator should, and as every geneml
-ought, for position. -

The -world must, xf capitalism :is to. pre--

vail, be Americanized as to its political in-
stitutions. Economic forces, when sufficient-
ly - powerful, stamp their . impress upon
political society. 'What has been and is the
drift of the world’s economic forces, in so
far as they are capitalistic, we  will now
discover. '

The Mimtion of Money
The North American Continerit has. pro-

videdfor sevetal céfitiiries an-almost illimﬂ. ,

‘He did

able outlet for the surplus populations of
Weéstern Europe.

be¢ii“most suitable for settlement and.for,
the “development of industry and commerce,
of farm culture and of stock-raising by the

‘more énergetic whites of Central and North-
Vast stretches of this tract

ern-Europe.
are irrigated and traversed under conditions

- favorable for navigation by the waters drain-

ing'to'the Gulfs of St. Lawrence and Mexico,
and whilst neither flat nor low lying, are
yet within agreeable elevation for colonna-

‘tioft: by Britishers and others of like- habits

and acclimatisation. The great Mississippi-
Missouri-Laurentian basin, as well: as the
Atlantic sea-board, has aftorded a new

home - for the multitudinous families ex-

pelled from their homelands by “the so-
called primitive accumulation” of capitalist
landowning, as well as for the superflous
and independent workers whom machine-
production drove out of handicrafts. Plan-
tations originally taken up in Crown grants,
perhaps, like Pennsylvaunia, in settlement of
a-debt, or obtained by lobbying and intrigue
about Parliament and Court in London, or.

at ‘other times, settled by the emigrés of.

faith, or the pioneers of traffic and of trap-
ping, the original United States drew unto
theniselves tens of thousands of persons
elbowed out by the selective process of
capitalist competition or radical-minded
shop-keepers, farmers and workmen who
sought freedom in vain during the genera-
tion or so following upon the close of the
Napoleonic War. They took passage.in the
early steamshnps and whilst many stayed
to prosper in New England and New York,
others pushed on across the mountains down
the Ohio river on to the prairies. The rail-
ways brought more and ever more to fill up
an empty continent. In the north the im-

‘migrants settled to escape from the Old
‘World and to be self-supporting in so far

as they might. In the south, not settlers,

‘but the servants and slaves of planters and

companies struck along the seaboard tow-
ards Mexico to-grow cotton, to cultivate
sugar-cane and to rear cattle. Merchants
and landowners in the east used their polit-

ical power to appropriate the domain on to .

which the European dispossessed were de-
ploying, and to destroy their. economic
independence before they won it. These
magnates prospered by controlling the ex-
change.of finished products and raw ma-
terials between the settlers and the land
whence they came, in exporting cotton and
importing the fabrics of textile Britain.

Many of the nobles of this country ac-
quired stretches of land in the United States,
notably. the Dukes of Devonshire, Suther-

land, Rutland, Portland, Northumberland,

and Bedford, and the Earls of Derby, Powis,

and Yarberough. The mercantile and bank- -

ing firms of London and Amsterdam helped
to finance American business with sterling
exchange.-
chester and of London houses: transacted
their affairs with the dry goods importers
down Wall Steet. Certain of these opened
up branches in London, notably - George
Peabody and Co., which became Peabody,

Morgan and Co., and ultimately J. P. Mor- .

gan and Co. -Then there .were the. great
cotton-brokers, who handled the essential
staple of Lancashire, the classic' home of
capitalism. Messrs. Stillman and Wiood-

‘ward were such a firm, and-Mr. Stiltmdn:

went from. cotton-broking to contribute his

That part of it lying. to.
the.tiorth of the Gulf of Meéxico and south
‘of the Great Lakes and the 42nd parallel has..

-The dry goods agents of Man-

wealth and his connections to those of
Rockefeller, in the re-organizing the Na-
tional City Bank of New York. Another
cotton-goods agency, that of Jay, Cook and
Co., was re-modelled and became the basis
of the- F1r<t__Natlonal Bank of New York
These three firms. togethex with Messrs.
Kuhn; Loeb and Co,, a bank whose partners

were of Germaﬂu_ orngm and whose rela-

tions with Rockefeller have been consxder-
able, constitute the central structure of

United States banking.

When America came to be railroaded, and
this began on a grand scale after the com-
pletion of our most important lines left our
contractors and iron-masters seeking for
new lands to conquer, there developed a
\entable mama of speculation, and Eu-
ropean mcme\ rushed in frantic floods into
the pockets. of Goulds, \"anderbilts, Qages

and other worthies. Between 1850 and 1872,

Congress gave 135,000,000 acres of pubhc
lands to the railway corporations, advanced
them enormous loans and allowed them to
help themselves to as much stone and
timber as they wanted. All too many
of these railroad corporations. were mere
legalised frauds., enabling politically  ac-
complished promoters to acquire public
domain and Furopean cash on the plea of
“building™ a track it was to dangerous to
explore and, oft- times, difficult to lacate.
By the ﬂ’lld(”(. of the “seventies,” the Brit-
ish capitalists, who had bought hundreds of
millions of dollars of United States scrip
from Pecabody and Morgan during the Civil
War, entrusted Morgan Junior with the re-
organisation of their. properties, and for the
next thirty vears, J. P. Morgan, “received”
“wound up,” re-organized, consolidated and
re-floated railroads, “industrial . establish-
ments, steamships and land. compames for
his British clients, He charged a fairly stiff
and somewhat elastic commission,
shook in a lot of water and shook out into
lus own coffers plenty of cash, he saved the
“guinea-pig” investors in European parasit-
ism hundreds, if not thousands, of- -millions.

‘Morgan exchanged legal claims on - other

people’s toil for a ruling class in the main-
too incapable or too indolent even to look
after the proceeds of its own extortions.

From selling United States - public and -
private bond and stock issue to British.in-
vestors, Morgan came during -the South

‘African War to selling British Treasury is-

sues to American purchasers. - He.- hecame
persona grata with King Edward VIL, and
was one of his honored guests at the Coroua- :
tion. The great London-New York part-
nership of J. P.  Morgan and Co. came
largely to dominate American . railroads,

American iron and steel, American insur-

ance corporations, American - mortgage
trusts and American agriculture.: It swayed
the Administrations of McKinley, Roose-
velt and Taft. It dictated to Grover Cleve~

‘land, Its Steel Trust lawyer, Senator Knox,

became Secretary of State, and was virtual
premier from 1904.t0:1912. It directed- the .
policy of the-Republican Party.: H“Morgan -
the Magnificent” helped-to-establish-the U.
S. Navy League, and- was one of its most
lavish patrons.

(To be con‘tmued)
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