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We must state right in the beginning
that the Communist Party objected to unity
with the leaders of the former C. L. P.
as wcll as with the LEADERS of the pre-
sent ‘so-called United Communist Party, for
we consider these leaders to be centrists
who intend to combine two incompatible
teachings — Communism and  Syndicalism
(sometimes called in this country “industrial-
ism”'). '

. The program adopted at the Second
Convention of the Communist Party of Am.
in its attitude toward trade and industrial
unions is fully in keceping with the position
taken on this question by the Second World
Congress of the Communist International.

The United Communist Party at its
first convention adopted a semi-syndicalist,
semi-opportunist program. The attitude of
the U. C. P. toward the old reactionary
trade unions was thoroughly discussed at
the 2nd Congress of the C. I. The Congress
condemned this attitude of the U. C. P.
and declared that the policy of dcliberately
splitting the A. F. of L. would endanger
the Communist movement in  America by
isolating it from the organized labor move-
ment as a whole.

This policy of the U. C. P. was severly
criticized by both Karl Radek and Zinoviev
who ridiculed these tactics, quoting dircetly
from the U. C. P. program, and refusing to
make any compromise on this question.

There was another vital question. upon
which the Communist Party could not agree
with the centrist leaders of the U. C. P.—
the question of propagating to the masses
the necessity of armed insurrection and civil
war for the purpose of overthrowing the
capitalist state. The centrist leaders of the
U. C. P. do not and did not deny the neces-
sity for armed insurrection, but like other
centrist parties, it gives its own interpretation
of the meaning and content of armed insur-
rection. According to the written statement
of the U. C. P. theoreticians, the proletariat
should only resort to force of arms in the
case of sclf-defense or sclf-protection. This
theory will not hold water and cntirely con-
tradicts the actual lListorical facts based upon
the experience of at least two proletarian
revolutions.

The use of armed force thus should bhe
considered, not only as a means of defense
—as proposed by the centrist leaders of the
U. C. P.—but also us a method of offense
at the right moment—during an economic or
political crisis,—and in this tactic the work-
ing class in the United States must be con-
stantly and consistently educated as a vital
part of communist propaganda.

The leaders of the U. C. P. go further
in their effort to emasculate and to distort
the mcaning and to minimize the importance
of this principle of communist tactics. The
U. C. P. declare in their program, that;
“,...the working class must be prepared
for armed insurrection as the final form of
mass action by which the wcrkers shall con-
quer the state power and establish the pro-
letarian dictatorship.”

Thus the leaders of the U. C, P. in both
cases pospone the use of armed force in-
definitely. Their policy, in this respect, re-
minds us of the action of the Mensheviki,
the opportunists and centrists of all other
countries, who use all their efforts to thwart
the approach of the social revolution,

T.et us now analyze the attitude of the
centrist Jeaders of the U. C. P. toward the
question of mass action.

“The following paragraph of the U. C, P,
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program reveals their position on this ques-
tion. “It is through revolutionary mass action
of the working class that the power of the
capitalist state will be destroyed and the .
proletarian government estallished.”

- The program of the U. C. P. in its
definition of mass action distorts the real
meaning of this tactic; it is not in keep-
ing with the actual facts. Mass action of the
working class is 2 spontaneous act, usually
provoked. by the dissatisfaction of the pro-
letarian masses with their economic condi-
tions, or as a result of an economic crisis
usually culminating in a sharpening of the
class antagonism and class war. Spontane-
ous mass action of the working masses—
even of a revolutionary character—as such
is or no value, if it is not backed, directed
and controlled by the most class-conscious
part of the prolewariat, i.e. if it is not direct-
«1 and controlled by the proletarian van-
guard, the Commumst Party. The Soviets
‘n Russia, after the March revolution, were
revolutionary  in their  character, BUT
WIHILE THLEY WERE IED BY THE
MENSHEVIKI AND THE SOCIAL RE-
VOLUTIONISTS, i.e; BY THE YELLOW

- SOCIAL PATRIOTS AND CENTRISTS,

THEY HAD NO INFLUENCE AND
WERE DEVOID OF POWER. They at-
tained this power and influence only when
the lcadership of the Soviets came into the
hands of the Bolsheviki or Communis:s. The
mighty power of the Soviets in Russia is
due to the influence of the proletarian van-
guard in their midst. -

The destruction of the capitalist state
and the establishment of the proletarian dic-
tatorship in the form of Soviet government.
will be carried out by means of revolutionary
mass action of the working class under the
leadership and control of the proletarian
vanguard, i.e’ of a disciplined, mighty, Com-
munist Party. Such a Communist Party can
never be built up by the leaders of the U.
C. P. with their non-communist misconcep-
tions and their centrist tendencies,

These are bLriefly the cssential points
which have separated the Communist Party
and the U. C. P. up to the Second Congress
of the Communist International. It is obvi-
ous that these differences are of vital import-
ance. These two parties disagreed in their
attitude toward trade and industrial unions.

At the conventiuns in Chicago both the
7. P. and the C. L. P. suffered from the
“infantile sickness of ‘left’ communism” as

JLenin apily called it. Both parties insisted

that the A. . of L. and similar unions must
be split up and that in their place should
be organized brand-new “‘revolutionary” un-
ions built on an industrial basis. But the
Communist Party of America at its first
convention in Chicago, definitely and clearly
cxplained the role and the importance of the
vanguard of the proletariat,—of a political -
party as distinct from the working class as
awhole—it clearly presented the role of the
Communist Party as the leading and direct-
ing force in the proletarian mass action.
The Program, adopted by the Communist
Party at its first convention, pointed out
with ahsolute clearness, that the political
party must be the guide of the working
masses, that the Communist Party must not
isolate itself from the masses if it does not.
with to Le more than a pitiful political sect.
In contradiction to this otherwise clear
conception of its  function as a  political
party of the working class, the Communist
I'urty was inconsistent in its attitude toward

the trade and industrial unions at its Sept-
ember 1st Convention.

The COMMUNIST LABOR PARTY,
was launched under the direct influence of
the syndicalist elements at its first conven-
tion in Chicago, and had no clear understand-
ing of the vital importance of a proletarian
political party nor of its role in the prolet-
arian revolution. All the leaders of the C.
L. P. laid more stress upon the purely econo-
mic movement of the working class. They
upheld the I. W. W, as against the A. F. of
L. According to the leaders of the Commun-
ist Labor Party a political party was of less
importance than the economic organizations
of the working class in their struggle against
the capitalist class and the capitalist state,

In spite of the fact that the C. L. P.
fomally and in words recognized the neces-
sity of the dictatorship of the proletariat, it
had no clear conception of the importance
of the role of the political parly of the
working class before and during the revolu-
tionary period—dbefore the conquest of poli-
tical power by the proletariat, ‘and at the
time of and after the seizure of state power
by the workers.

At the first convention of the Commun.

ist Party some fcw syndicalist elements join-
ed it through misunderstanding; they ex-
ercised a shght infludnce in the shaping of
our first program thus making our attitude
toward the trade unions vague and inde-
finiie. These syndicalist elements of the Dam-
on and Caxton type showed themselves in
their true colors at the time when differences
first arose in the C. E. C. of our party last
year. The most essential differences between
the “minority” and majority of the C. E.*C.
of the C. P. of A. consisted in the miscon-
ception of the so-called minority of the dis-
tinction between the masses and the party.
According to the opinions of the “minority”
PARTY and CLASS are identi:al.
. Damon and Caxton and kindred ele-
ments in the Communist Party were imbued
with opportunist and syndicalist id=as which
obscured in their minds the importance of
the role of the political party before, during,
and after the conquest of state power by the
proletariat. On the other hand, Damon, Cax-
ton and Co. had menshevik and opportunist
tendencies which appeared in their attitude
toward mass action and the question of apn-
ed insurrection.

After DAMON, CAXTON, & CO. left
our party and united with their Siamese twin
brothers, the COMMUNIST LABOR PAR-
TY, thereby artificially creating the “UNIT-
ED” COMMUNIST PARTY. The program
of this “UNITED” party, which is com-
posed of elements that never should have
been separated, has been sufficiently critic-
ized in this article. The syndicalist ideology
prevails throughout it,, while at the same:
time it is accompanied by oppurtunism of
the worst kind.

Damon, Caxton and Co. in spite of all
their machinations did not succced in their
attempt to destroy the Communist Party,
since only an insignificant number of our
members followed in their footsteps. Dissa-
pointed in their attempt to destroy the only
consistent and true proletarian party-—the
Communist Party of Ameriea—and aware
that the “UNITED” Communist Party had
miscrably failed to unite the communist ele-
ments in this country upon their non-com-
munist program, Damen, Caxton, Holi, &
Co. began to scheme and to adopt other
measures to break the C. P,eof A,
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The ¢, E. C. of the United . Communist
Party scnt its ciumnissarics to Moscow in
order to discredit our party in the cyes of
the Exccutive Committee of the C. I On
questions of principle the leaders of the UL
C. P. could not attack us for we stood on
solid ground on all questions of fundamental
communist tactics and principles.  Already.,
before the Sceond World Congress of the
Communist International had convened, our
party, delivered from its few centrist ele-
ments, took the correct stand in jts attitude
toward the trade and industrial unions, en-
tirely giving up its old prejudices toward
the A. F. of L. As we pointed out above,
our former attitude toward participation in
the reactionary unions, econtradicted our at-
titude toward mass action. The Communist
Party of America, at its Second Convention,
crased from its program, the syndicalistic
points as contradictory to the tenets of Marx
and the experiences of the proletarian revo-
lutionary movement.

To our great sorrow and regret, our de-
legates, Fraina and Stocklitsky, did not and
could not represent our position in the Se-
cond Congress of the C. 1. as they defended
in our name a policy which the Communist
Party of America  had repudiated at its
second convention, and upon which the Com-
mrunist International declared war—the policy
of splitting the A. F. of L. and kindred or-
ganizations. In this respect our delegates met
vith the well merited rebuke of Comrade
Radek, who accused them of hiypocricy. That
our party was to some extent discrediied at
the Second World Congress of the C.. I. is
a0t altogether our fault; our delegates were
out of touch with the latest devclopments in
our party and were clected by the September
first convention: our program which was
adopted at our second convention, before the
position taken by Fraina and Stocklitsky on
the question of participation: in the reaction-
ary trade unions, was not the position of the
of the C. P of A. which was misrepresented
by our delegates The Communist Interna-
tional, judging us by our delegates. who mis-
represented us, saw no difference between
the views of our delegates and the delegates
of the U. C. P. and doubtless influenced the
Comnwnist International’s decision to force
immediate unity.

The outrageous and shain:iess lies,
spread by the U. C. P. delegates in Moscow
that the membership of our party was only
about 1500, composed entirely of foreign
language ‘“‘groups”, while the membership
of the U.C.P. was over 10,000 and includ-
ed all the “rcal” American communists in-
fluenced by Exccutive Com. or the Com. Int.
and caused them to make their hasty de-
cision, demanding the immediate and uncon-
ditional unity with the U. C. P.—for the
Executive Committee of the Com. Intern.
believing the lies of the U. . . delegates,
considered us a small and unimportant scet,
who had no good reason for separate ex-
istence, and was standing in the way of the
unity of all communist forces in \merica.

With the arrival of our accredited de-
legate, Comrade Andrew, the whale situation
rapidly changed. The Executive Commiitee
of the Com. Intern. has recognized the fact

at the Commanist Party of America is
not a small, mtransigient, sect, but that on
the contrary, is a strong virile, organization,
maintaining itself without assistance f{rom
the C. L., carrying on a consistent and power-
ful communist propaganda in seven langu-
ages besides English,—the only consistent
‘ummunist Party in America.

Before the arrival of Comrade Androw
the Communist Party was not represented

on the Ex. Com, of the C. I. After his ar-

rival they considered it necessary to appoint
Comrade Ardrew as our representative on
the E. C. of the C. I. Thus our position be-
came strong, due to the fact that we took
the correct position on all questions of com-
munist principles and tactics and because we
were able to refute the miserable lies and
expose the cheap clap-trap of the U. C. P.
delegates..

L'pon receiving the information that the
Communist International sent us a mandate
for the unity of both parties, we immediately
complied with this decision and were ready
to unite with the . C. P. e o before we
had received an official communication from
Moscow to this effect. Our members are
well posted on all the details of the negotia-

) THE OOMMUNIST

tions on unity between the two partics, and
there is therefore no necessity to repeat all
the arguments and documents. The G E. C
has at all times during . these negotiations
kept our membership  fully informed of
every move and shall continue to do so.

Now we must untie tie Gordian knot—
to solve the following questions:—Why 1s
wiity not yet achiceved accoiding to the man-
date of the Communist International and
within the tinre limit (Jan. 1, 1921)?

The Communist Party of America does
not thward unity; it has no reason what-
sogver to prevent unity. We have alrcady
pointed aut that on all questions of Commun-
ist principles and tactics our party has taken
a correct stand, fully in keeping with the
decisions of the Com. Iutern. DBesides this,
our party counts. a much greater member-
ship than the U. C. P. But cven if our
sicmbership was actually smaller than the
U. C. P. we would have no fear of uniting
with the rank and file of the U. C. P. in-
cluding “their centrist leaders, for under the
protection of the Comirnunist  International
we would always have the right of appeal
agajust any non-communist activities of the
majority and on aatters of principle and
wctics. According to the Statues of the Com-
munist International its Executive Commit.
fee is empowered to demand of all partics
affiliated with them, the expulsion of groups
r individuals from its ranks. It must Ee
wwious that under this provision there is no
langer whatever to the communist movement
1 America in uniting with the centrist lead-
s of the U. C. P,

On account of the internal dissensions
which would inevitable arise as a result of
conflicting points of view between the centr-
ist leaders of the U. C. P. and our pan
makes co-operation with these centrist lead-
ers undesirable and would obstruct and hamp-
er the constructive work of the party. As a
minority within a real unified communist
party the centrist leaders of the U. C. P,
would have no standing, and they know it,
that s why they so desperately oppose . the
vonditions made mandatory upon both par-
‘s by the Communist International. They
would be repudiated by the entire member-
ship of a wnited party, including their own
detuded followers. On the question of princ-
iples and tactics the position of the U. C. P.
leaders is in contradiction to that adopted
v the Second Congress of the C. I. At this

nyress war was declared on the policy
of attempting to split the old unions; the
syndicalist policy of the U, C. P. was con-

Jemned and rejected. But perhaps the lead-

ers of the U. C. P. have admitted their
crror and changed their anarcho-syndicalist-
opportunist policies, after the Congress of
the C. L? In vain we look for some man-
ifestation of this change in the official organs
of the U. C. P. We have burned the mid-
night oil, looking with a spy glass through
the journals of the U. C. P. to find some

idence of & change in the opportunist-syn-
dicalist poin tof view of the U. C. P. but
t¢e crowing of the cock reminded us that
the search wus in vain. On the contrary, the
nore we read the litérature of the U. C. P.
after the Congress of the |C. 1., the more
convincing it becomes that the U. C. P.
"“aders have not changed; that they are still
the same old anarcho-opportunists and centr-

as befowy,

The leaders of the U. C. P. had a good
pportunity to show their real communist
nderstanding when the question of the affi-
hiation of the 1. W, W, with the Communist

ivrnational was before the membership of
the L W. W, in thcir reeent referendum. The
leaders of the U. C. P. openly, in their
official organ, The Communist, came out

against such affiliation, arguing that in case.

the 1. W. W, decided to join the C. I. it
would force the 1. W. V. underground, and
according to the opinion of the U, C. P.
it 38 not advisable for an economic organiza-
tion to become an illegal organization. In this
case the leaders of the U. C. P, defied the
decisions of the C. 1. and against the will
of the communists in the rank and file of
tie I W. W, playing into the hands of the
reactionary syndicalist leaders of the 1. W,
W. and thereby supporting the counter-re-
volutionary editor Sandgren, since repudia-
ted by his own membership,

The centrist leaders of the U, C. P
criticized a leaflet issued by the Communist

".ernational

Party on the occasion of the Brooklyn Rapid
Transit Car strike, in which it was pointed
out that the worhers could not emancipate
themselves  from wage slavery unless they
overthrow the capitalist state and established
the dictatorship of the proletariat and that
in order to attain this aim the working class
of America must prepare themselves for
armed insurrection. In fact, all the facts i’o
19 prove that the leaders of the U. C. |

did not change their Anarcho-opportunist

“and centrist viewpoint.

From all this we cannot escape the con-
clusion that the chasm which separated the
Communist DParty of America from _ the
United Communist Party still exists. Someone
may ask why do the leaders of the U. C. P.
remain in the C. 1. if the do not agree with
the principles and tactics of the Communist
International? Why do they not léave it?
The reply to this question is found in the
theses and statues of the Communist Interna-
tional.  In the These “The Fundamental
Tasks of the Communist International” Com-
rade Lenin quotes: .

1) “A characteristic feature of the pre-
«nt moment in the development of -the in-
communist movement, is the
fact that in all the capitalist countries the
best representatives of the  revolutionary
prolctariat have completely understood the
fundamental principles of the Communist
International, namely, the dictatorship of the
proletariat and the power of the Soviets;
and with a loyal enthusiasm have placed
themselves on the side of the Com. Inter.
\ still more important and great step for-
ward is the unlimited sympathy witk these
principles manifested by the wider masses
not only of the proletariat of the towns but
ulso by the advanced portions of the agrar-
ian workers,

“On' the other hand two mistakes or
weakness of the extraordinarily, rapidly in-
creasing internationai communist movement
have' shown themsclves. One, very serious
and presenting -a great direct danger for the
success of .the cause of the liberation of the
proletariat, consists in the fact that part of
the old leaders and parties of the Second
International, partly half unconsciously yield-
ing to the wirhes and the pressure of the
masses, partly consciously decieving them in
order 10 preserve their former role of agents
and supporters of the bourgeoisie inside the
labor movement, are dcclaring their condi-
tional and even unconditiona! affiliation to
he Third International; while remaining in
reality in the whole practice of their party
and political work, on the level of the Second
[nternational. Such a state of things is absol-
utely inadmissible, because it demoralizes the
masses, hinders the development of a strong
communist party, and lowers their respect
for the Third International by threatening
repetition of such betrayals as that of the
Hungarian Social-Democrats, who had rapid-
ly assumed the disguise of Communists. The
sccond much less important mistake, which
is for the most part a malady inherent to
the party growth of the movement, is the
tendency to be extremely “left”, which leads
to an crronenus evaluation of the role and
duties of the party in respect to the class
md to the mass, and the obligation of the
revolutionary communists to  work in the
Imurgc:is parliaments and the reactionary

s,

In the Theses on “The Conditions for

dinission to e Coammunist  International
Comrade Zinoviev writes:

“The Com. Inter. more and more fre-
quently receives applications from parties
and groups but a short time ago belonging
to the Second Inter., but not yet really com-
munists. The Second International is coms-
pletely broken. Sceing the complete helpless-
ness of the Sccond International, the inter-
mediary groups and factions of the “centre”
are trying to lean on the ever strengthening
Commurist International, hoping at the same
time, however, to preserve a certain “auto-
nomy” which would ¢nable them to carry
on their former opportunist or “centrist
policy. The Communist International has be-
come the fashion. /

“The desire of certain leading groups
of the centre to join the Third International
now, is an indirect confirmation of the major-
ity of the conscious workers of the whole

\i\'nrld, and that it is growing stronger every
{ .yo
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“The Communist International is bemny?
threatened with the danger of dilution with
luctuating and half aud half groups which
have as yet nnt abandoned the ideology of
the Second International.”

These two quotations show very clearl
and definitely, why on the one hand the U.
C. P. fights against unity with the Conmun-
ist Party of America, and on the other hand,
why they do not want to leave the Commun-
ist International. : -

The leaders of the U, C. I'. on the ques-
tion of the necessity of armed iasurrection
for the purpose of the overthrow of the
bourgeois state, take the porition of typical
opportunists and centrists, for in their lip-
service acceptance of this method of struggle
yvou can notice a decided hesitation in pro-
pagating this tactic to the masses. In their
attitude towards mass action, and still more
so in their attitude towards the trade union
movement, the leaders of the U, C. P! suffer
from the infantile sickness of the “leftism”™.
It is therefore difficult for the leaders of the
U. C. P. to unite with the Communist Party
of America, which cleansed itself from both

and which defends without reser-
vation the principles an tactics of the Com-
nunist International- The seeming intricacy
f the unity question becomes very simple
nd easy to understand when we take into
msideration that the membership of the
“ommunist Party is nearly twice as large
as that of the U. C. P. and that the leaders
of the U. C. P. who are consumate politic-
ians, know full well that due to this cire-
umstance their  anarcho-opportunist  in-
fluence will be wiped out in a unitedl com-
munist party. This is the reason why these
centrist leaders of the U. C. P. try to post-
pone unity indefinitely, and try to squirm

it of the conditions of the Internatianal on
anity,

Although the Jeaders of the L. Co P
find  themselves in disagicement with the
principle and tactics of the Communist In-
ternational they do not want to be expelled
froon that body, for they understand very
well that expulsion from the C. 1. will end
‘hie carcers of the centrist leaders of the
tL C. P. The rank and file of the U. C D,
are for the most part sinccre and hionest
although misled, and would not follow their
centrist leaders the moment they were thor-
nughly exposed.

The leaders of the U. C. P. are caugit
Letween two fires: they do not want to
unite with us, but the rank and file of their
party demand unity according to the terms
1 the Communist International. Therefore
these U. C. P. leaders change their attitude
from day to day—one day thev sign a certuin
Jocument in which they declare their willing-
wss to submit to all the decisions of the
Fxccutive Commitice of the C. L—that is,
they agree to call a joint unity convention
on the basis of proportional representation
according 10 the actnal dues paying member-
ship as appearing upon the official bocks of
both parties for the months of July, August,
September, and October; the next day they
break their pledged word on some flimsy
pretext or other, such as “the Communist
Party has manipulated ifs figures” or “has
oiven a false account of the number of its
members” or that “All of the members of
the Communist Party are not really organ-
ized in underground groups”, etc. etc.

We appeal to the rank and file of the
L. C. P. to force their leaders to submit
to the decisions of the Executive Committee
of the C. I.. The Communist Party of Ameri-

ca has complied with ull of the six cendi-
tions for unity and stands ready at any
timie to call its delegates toa JOINT UNITY
CONVENTION.
The insolence of the leaders of the U
_» I'. knows no bounds. They are absolutely
desperate. Their last proposition to hold a
unity convention on the basis of equal re-
presentation is in direct defiance of the Com-
munist International and will not hold water.
The leaders of the U. C. P. have the
unmitigated  insolence to. demaund that the
Communist Party of America, recognized
v the Communist lnternational as the most
consistent party in its conception of com-
mmunist  principles and tactics and having
+Imost twice as many moembers as the U.
P., should on some mystcrious grounds
:ve up its position which it has maintained
n spite of the attemipts of these same U.
. P. leaders to split and destroy us,—and
voluntarily weaken its position and influence
1 the communist movement in America,
mply because a few charlatans and polit-
icians it the head of the U. C. P. demand it.
We are certain that when the true com-
nunists in the ranks of the U. C. P. come
1o understand the unity question in all its
vhases, they will compel their leaders to
hey the mandate of th eCommunist Inter-
ational and call their delegates to a joint
convention and ther¢by put an end to the
ticgraceful situation in the Commumnist move-
ment in America, so that we may take our
‘thtful place in the world movement and
march on to victory side by side with ous
comrades in the Conmmunist International.

Long live the Cormmmunist Party of
America.

Long live the Communist International.

The International of the Communist Youth.

THE BERLIN CONGRESS OF THE INTERNATIONAL OF YOUTH.

f.

1. The First International
Unlons of Socialist Youth ‘ook place in 15997
in Stuttgart. It was ‘alled in the epoch of
peaceful development of capitalism. But even
for this epoch it manayed to work out a re »
lutionary programme for the international move
ment of the proletarian youth: The strupzle
against militarism, and the purticipation of the
youth in the political life of the. working class.
Such were the foundations of the young people's
movement. In its first period from 1886 (found-
ation of the first Young Guard orgaanization in
Ghent) up to 1907, The Stuttgart congress was
eummoncd when the organizations were still
very weak (The estrongest of them counted:
Telgium in 1909—about $.600 members in 123
organizativus; and Sweden iu April, 18¢07—about
17.00"). The Anarchist and Syndicalist {nfluence
against which revolutionary Socialist e¢lements
had to carry on a desperate strugele was gtill
very strong in them,  But their organizations
were rovolutionary, they edwtated and pre
pared not wmnlddle.class officials of Party and
professional bureaucracy, but revolutionary So-
cialiat burning with enthusiasm

Alas! The declarations of the Stuttgart Con
gress were not carried out. From 1Y07 on, first
in Germany and then in the majority of Eu-
ropean countries, Social Democratic partics and
Trade Unfons, who had no relatinns to the organ

congress of

jzation of the Unlone of Youth, and in many
cazes (Austria, Switzerland) had persecuted
them-—suddenly developcd a strong affection

towards “‘unexperienced youth” and reoglved to
dirdct it on the right road. At first Schultz,
and after him other aposles of opportuniem,
frightened by the revolutionary epirit of the
independent organization—proclaimed a liberal
“pedagogical” principle: “The Youth must not
mix in politics”. Then, in the intercsts of So-
eclal Democracy, Anarchism wus  discovered
among the Youth and as a resu'lt of theoretical
transformation of the youthful proletarfans in-
to helpless children—sprang the Idea of dis-
rolving the Independent Uinons of Youth and
setting Comnmittees of Youth, composed of re
presentatives of parties and Trade Unlone,
The German Soclal Democracy atted in
touching accord with clause 17 of the Imperial
Code, torbidding political organtzations of the
Youth, and with the German police thut en.
torced 1t by ald of bayoncts, prisons and whipa
The new committers undertook with great ef-
ficlency to throw political ideas oat of the
heads of the Young people, and transformed
the German Youth movement into an educa-
tional.sportive unfuon with a slpght Soceialistic
color. Only a few organizations of proletarian
youth succeeded in maintaining their indepen-
dence and political activity. And for that reason
the second congries of the Internputiona) of
Youth, summoned in 1910 in Copenhagen, pans.
ed unnoticed. It confirmed the Stuttgart prine-
fples of Liebknacht concerning  autimilitarism,
and the thesle of Roland.Helst on  Socialist
edukation, But instend of struggling for the in-

dependence of the organizations ¢f Youth
against the opportunist Social Democracy-—upon
the report of Danneuberg, secretary of the In-
ternatioral Youth, a resclution was carried out

of “combined work of the Socialist Unions of
Youth with SHoclaillst Parties and Trade
Unions*,

2. The next-internatjonal conference of the
Socinlist Unions of Youth, took place in 1912,
immediately after the (ongress of the Second
Internaticnal. The oaly guestien there debated
was the question of the titude of the organ-
fzations of Youth in the event of the great
war, The confercnce went no further than to
join the declarations of the congress of grown
up Socialigts

Then the Great War broke out, and shat-
tered the plans of convoking a congress of the
International of Youth in August 19814, simult-
ancously with the congrecss of the Second In.-
ternational. The International secretary, Dan-
nenberg, then in Vienna, did nothicg to re-
establirh  interpational relations of the oregan-
izations of Yeouth. On the initiative of Swiss,
1talian and Swedish comrades then met (un-
known to Danbenberg) at the Berne conference
of the unions c¢f Youth. Neutral countries were
chiefly represcuted there, and the leading part
was played by Scandinavia and Switzerland,
The Central Conmitteer of Fremch and Austri-
an organfzations rofused to send their delega-
tes, Germany was represcuted solely by three
Southern towns who hud separatcd themselves
from their central cominittecs. The Berne (on-
ference of the International of the Youth had,
undoubtedly, a revolutionary importunce. In
surroundings of the betruyal of the working
clars by the international Social Democracy,
sudden!y rang out in Europe the volce of the
proletarian youth against imperiallstic slaughter
and social patriotism.

The conference called organizations of all
countries to axtive politlcal warfare, 1t pro-
claimed the cempl-te independence of the Youth
movement, It establirhed an “International Day
of the Youth”—a day of struguie against milf
tariam, against Soclalist betrayel, for Commun-
fsm and class war. It clected as International
Secretary comrade Mun:zenberg.

But as tho Berne conference  cqinclded
with the period of Zimmerwald, when the dif-
ferences of opinion between the Zitnmerwald
Right and Laft were ot yet clear—declarationy
were not meant for a Communist revolution
aud for a further delineation in the labor move.
mwent. And it committed a great mistuke —
adapting the Kanutsky motto of general *“dis-
armament” in the question of struggle against
war--ag  revolutionury and realisable In  eap-
italist soclety,

¥rom then on meeotilngs of the Hurcau of
the International of the Youth took place au-
nually, and as the war developed and the work-
ers of the whole world bAcame more and more
revolutionized, 1t pluced Itself more and more
on a purely Connnunist basis, ns did the quart-

erly review The International of Youth, pub.
lished by Munzenberg

3. Tn 1919 began the . childbirth pangs of
the Berlin Congress. It was called for the Sum-
mer by the Zurich secretarfat of the Interns
tional Youth, at Basel, and by the Central Com-
niittee of the Russian Communist Unfon of
Youth at Moscow. Then upon the agreement of
both organizatious with the Hungarian com--
rades, the tongress was transferred to Buda-
pest. But the critical position of the Hungarian
Soviet Republlc persuaded the bureau to select
Vienna as the place for the Congreos, where
it was to, convene August the 26th

Various circumstances, however, prevented
this plan from -succeceding. At the appointed
time only the representatives of Russia, Poland,
Austria, Italy, Germany and Hungary arrived
in Vienpa. At a conforence of these delegates
a tcemporary committee of five members was
clected, and charged to prepare and summon
in the near future a congress in Germany. This
committee, ‘cousisting of representatives of dit-
ferent  countries, succecded, after unthinkable
diflicultics, in summoning representatives from
1i ourganizations of Youth of different countries
to Berlin, where from the 20th to the 26th of
Novembers the congrcss of the International
of Youth took place,

The Berlin coneress of the International
¢f Youth was the largest of all the internation-
al congresses of Youth, by the number of organ.
ircd Young proletarians, represented at it. No
viginent leaders of Soclalism took part in it
‘tne delegates were mostly young  workers,
unknown in wide international circles. But be-
hind it—unlike the Stuttgart congress—stood
lirge organizations of proletarian Youth, who
hud gens through a hard school of revolution-
ary strucgle. Thercfore the declarations of the
Fierlin - coneress will have atremendous effect
on the Youth movement of the whole world,

TI'E PROGRAMME OF THE COMMUNIST
INTERNATIONAL OF YOUTH.

The upheard of development of capitalist
accumulntion and production has brought cap-
itallsm to a new stage in its development—to
tire phase of Imperialism, which {8 charaterized
by the formation of trusts and cartels, and by
the rule of financial capitul. The colonial poliey,
c.uscd by the necessity of finding new markets
for trade and of procuring raw materials, the
competition  of the national capitalist cliques
lead with from necessity, 1o lmperialist wars,
Tve “war of 1914--1918, whose consequences
cannot be liquidated by the resources of cap.
st wsoclety, has disturbed and  deslroyed
most of the capitalist countries. The terrifying
culamitics of war, famine, financial and com-
merelol  bankruptey  and the  destruction of
Luman lives, have broupht humanity to a crisis,
from which there 8 only one way out—World
Scefal Revolntjon, The material condittons ne.
eetsary for this are ripe; the class contradfe.
tions have become extremely acute, The victory
of the Revolution depends entirely on the will
und encrgy of the {uteruational proletariat. The
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way to Socinlsm leads through the dictator.
whip of the proletariat, which {3 characterized
by the government of the revolutionary Soviets.
The first tark of the working c¢lass s the
struggle to obiuin the downfall of the political,
economfc and intellectnal dominance of Iniperials

Inm, and to Institute picietarian  dictatorship.
This struggle can only come 12 a vietorious
end when the proletariat  decisively  breaks

away from the Sccond liternational, which has
struck fast in the mire of reformixm and com.
promiigea with the bourgeoisfe, und {8 endeavor-
ing to save Lourgeofs suciety, betraying thereby
all the working class, Only then will the
working masses unire under the standard of
the Communist International, the lcader of the
proletariat in {ts revolutiunary strugple In &
revolutionary epoch one must employ primarily
the meant of revolutionary strugkle of the
masses—demonstrations, strikes, general strikes,
armed uprisings. Iut at the same time the pro-
letariat caunol reject in principle other politic-
al resources, such as the Jarliament. The
entry into Parliamcut depends on the political
situation of the moment, and must be decided
in each care reparatcly by the organization of
each country.

2. It the position of mature workmen under
the rule of capitalisin is exceptionally hard, the
position of the working youth {8 quite inteler-
able, Low wages, a long working day, barbar
ous trcatmment from the contractors and im.
mediate superiors, characterise the position of
the young workers. Conditions are still worse
in the trades, wlere the apprentices are wholly
jin the power of their trade masters. Such an
unlimited exploitation of young workers hind-
ers their intellectual and physical dévelopment.
The hourgcois government allows the working
youth only as much education as s nocessary
to be able to utilize it to the utmost degree,
in the capacity of zealous and useful domnestic
cattle, The bourgeocisie strives to entice the
youth into its own wcircle of ideas  Schools,
clerical and bhourgeois unions of young people,
g8 well as militarizaticn, hauve bhut one obisct—
to alienate the proletarian Youth from the
struggle for Socialism, and to train them into
devoted sroldiers of Imperialism. The world
war considerably aggravated the situation: mil.
lions of youthful proletarians were sent to
the front as cannon-fodder, and miliions driven
into munition works.

But althongh the State and the contractors
exhaust the strength of the youth to the
utmost, political and personal rights are only
permitted them in the very slightest degree.
Such a state of things has incited the working
youth to a merciless struggle against Imperial-
ism,

3, The formation of .a separate organiza-
tion of proletarian youth is dictated: a. By the
position of the Youth in the process of pro-
duction and in socicty: this position forces it
to fight in defence of fts own interests, in the
organizing of labor, reforming of schools, ete.
b. By the psychological peculiaritics eof youth
(the prevalency of sentiment over reason, apt-
itude for cooperation, great reccptivity as re-
gards all nmnew and revolutionary ideas, readi-
nees for sacrifice and action), ¢ By the neces-
sity of special methods for its Socialist and
revolutionary education (indepcndent organjza-
tional work, active participation in political
manifestations), the application of all methods
which give youthful workers an obbortunfty

of acquiving gualitics which will be extremely
nocessary to them {a the futute, asg champions
of the proletariat and bearers of the Revolution.

4. "The working Youth ig8 the moet agetive
and most revolutionary part of the preletariut,
The most fmportant task of the Couinunist
organization of Youth is  for the present, an
unwearied sgitation in the wide maescs of
workers, the organization and carrying put of
political domonstrations, the immediate strugele
for Communism, taking part in the overthrow
of capitalist tyranny, and the education of the
Youtk to make them fit for the building of the
Communist community,

b. The Communist organization of the Youth
carries on an cnergetic struggle against all the
bonrgeols parties, and also against such right
Socialists, lackeys of the bourgeoisie, as Schei-
demann, Reuner, Bissolati, Renandel, Hender.
son, Gompers, Troelstra, Branting, Vandervelde,
ete. and against the BSocialist “centre” (Kaut-
gky, *™™acDonald, Robert Grimm, BRBauer and
others), who by their hesitstions only tend to
uphbold capitaliat society. The struggle likewise
against the Syndicalist jdeology, which oppoges
itself to the political struggle for the conquest
of proletarian dictatorship, relects the right of
the political party to conduct this struggle, anil
rejects proletarian centralization. They equally
struggle against the Anarchist ideology, which
does not admit the proletarian government as
an intermediate phase between capitalism and
Communism, and which preaches in the ephere
of politicnl economy petty bourgeois ideas The
same struggle i8 directed against those organ-
fzations of the Youth which are connected with
the above.mentioned parties, In their poljtical
struggle the organizations of the Youth keep
to the principles of that party or local faction
which is afliliated with the Third International,
or to the principles proclaimed in the program
of the Communist International. The organiza-
tional rclations towards the Iarty are deter.
mined by two fundamental principles: 1) The
Independence of the Youth; 2) Close contact
and reciprocal lelp.

6. Although the Communist organizations
of the Youth continue an energetic struggle
against bourgeois militarism in all fts abstract
and practical forms, yet they do not defend the
ideas of Liberal pacifism_They know that the
working class will yet be forced to defend its
own victorious dictatorship from unexpected
attacks by the bourgeoisie, to have recourse to
arms and to fight against bourgeols militarisin,
For the arming of the proletariat! For the Rod
Army{ That is the cry of the Communist Youth.

7. The struggle for the ameclioration of the
economtie situation of proletarfan Youth is one
of the principal problems of the organizations
of the Youth. A radical reformof the conditlions
of labor is only possible in a Commucist com-
munity At the preseut perfod of capitalist do-
mination it is possible to attain a partiai ame-
lioration of the sgituation of the Youth only
through the revolutionary class-struggle, but in
no wise by collaborating with the compromisers
and with the bourgeois governments,

8. One of the elementary problems of Com.
munist organizations cf the Youth is the train-
fng ot well developed proletarian champions and
future builders of Communist society. Commun-
fst judgment and readiness for action are at-
tained not only by taking part in the political
struggle, but also through theoretical Soqiallst
fnstruction. which proves a sharp weapon in

the Nght puafnat bourgeols ldeology. Baclalist
oduestion combined with active participation in
the political struggle--these are the true methods
of forming yuuthful proktarian champions,

9. Morcover the (ommunist organizations
of the Youth sct themselves the task of univer
sal cducation of Youth in the Ma.xist spirit,
thereby raising the culture level. The working
Youth must extort from the bourgeoisie the
treasurcs of human knowledge, which are in-
d'rpensable to the workers as a ghide in the
liberating movement of the proletariat. They
must conquer the paths to sclence, literature
and art. Besides honest workmen and Lrave sal-
diers of the led Army, the working Youth must
supply scholars, technical specialists, organizers,
philosophere, poets and artists of the new Com-
munist Soclety, It is the mission of the work-
iug Youth and its organizations to be in the
first ranks of the constructors of the new
culture, conceived by the Communist Spirit,

10, The Communist organizations must
turn the proletarian Youth into a lhealthy
people, healthy bodily and sepiritually. There-

fore the Communist organizations of the Youth
are concerned also with the physical develop-
ment of the young. This work, to which at
present we can only give part of our activity,
is of great importance for the working Youth

11, Although the Communist organizations
of the Youth strive to Influence with their
ideas wide circles of proletarian Youth, never.
theless this is not done by sacrificing anything
of the clearness of the Communist programme
fs the agitation by the Communist organizations
of the Youth among the village workmen and
the poorest peasants.

12. The Communist International of the
Youth 1looks upon the existence of eeparate
organizations. Honest revolutionists {(rom the
ranks of the young students must become mem-
bers of the proletarian organjzation of Youth,
a8 equals amongst ebuals, as comrades amongst
comrades, The formation of groups of educa.
ted Youth within the general organizations of
Youth must be regulated according to the con-
ditions in cach sepurate country,

13. In the present revolutionary epoch, the
struggle of the proletariat can only be victor
ous, if it is world-wide.

This refers also to the struggle of the
proletarian Youth, Therefore the political or
ganizations of the Youth unite themselves under
the standard of the Communist International of
the Youth, The great alm of the International
of Youth is centralization in the guidance of
all work and strugisle of the Communist organ.
izations of Youth in all the different countries,
Its regulations dictate the supreme law to all
the organizations of the Youth. Its practical
work consists in interngtional agitation and
internatjonal guidance of political manifestations.
s duty is 1o give unity to all the activity of
the organizations of the Youth, to serve them
as a directing force, to support them morally
and materially, to form new unions and to con-
nect as closely together, as possible the pro-

letarian  organizations of the Youth of all
countries.
14, The Communist International of the

Youth stands on the principles of the First
Congress of the Communist International, The
Central Committee of the Communist Interna-
tional of Youth {s bound through its organiza-
tion to the Third International, and works fn
close connection with it

Lenin’s Thesis On Bourgeois Democracy and Proletarian

The growth of the proletarian revolutionary
movement in every country has on the part
of the bourgeoisic and their ugents in the
workers® organizations called forth fitful efforts
to find plausible political arguments in delence
of the domination of the exploiters. In these
arguments the condemnation of dictatorship and
defence of Demiocracy are favorite themes. The
lying and hypoerisy of such arguments, which
the capitalist I'ress and the Yellow Internation.
al Conference at Berne, February, 1919, in a
thousand ways repeated, is, however, clear to
anyone who doea not wish to be a traitor 1o
Soclalism,

2 —In the first place, these demounstrations
dcal with “democracy in general” and “dictator-
ship in general” without stating what clas$ one
is talking about. To utate tlie poeition thus,
outside and above the class question, as if it
were the position of the nation in general, is a
direct contradiction to the fundamental lesson
of Sotialism, namely, the lesson of the class
wir, taught fn words, but forgotten in practice
by Socialists who have gone over to the bour-
geols camp. For in none of the civilized cap-
italist countrics docs a “general democracy”
exist, but only & bourgeois democracy, and it
is not a question of “dictatorship in geaeral,”
but of the dictstorship of the oppressed claes,
f.e. the proletariat, over the oppressors and
exploitera, e, the bourgeolsie, with the object
ot overcoming the resistance of the exploiter
in bis fight to maintain his domination.

3—Illstory teuches that never hae an op.
presscd class attained power nor can attain to
it without a period of dictatorship, l.e., the
conquering of politica) power and the forefble
suppression of the most desperate, furfous and
pittless resdstunce which the explofters have ab
ways, st the cost of sny crime, maintained,

Dictatorship.

The bourgeoisie, whose mastery s now  de-
fended by Socialista, who speak against ‘*‘dic-
tatorship in ger.ral” and with body and soul
advocate ‘‘democracy in general”, has won its
power by a sceries of revolts, civil wars, through
violent guppression of mdonarchies, feudalism
and slavery. Thousands and millions of tithes
have Socialists in every country in their books,
pampblets, Congress resolutions and agitation
speeches, pointed out to the people tuc claes.
character of these bourgeois revolutions, There-
fore the <present defence of “bourgeols de-
mocracy’” in speeches on ‘*‘democracy jn gen-
eral”, and the present outery against the dic.
tatorship of the proletariat, in talking about
“dictutorship In general” fs a direct betrayal
of Bocialism and definite going over to the
camp of the_bourgeoisie. It is a denial of the
rights ot the proletariat to a proletarian revolu-
tion; a defence of middieclass snobs’ reform-
fsm just at the very historfcal moment when
ruch reformism has gone bankrupt throughout
the whole world and the war has created a
revolutionary sftuation,

4—ANl Socialists in explaining the class.
character of bourgeols clvilization, democricy
and parliamenturism, have spoken the thoughts
which bave leen put forth with the greatest
sclentific exactitude by Margt and Engels, that
the democratic bourgeois Itepublic is nothing
but & mnachine for suppressing the wqrking
class by the Lourgeolsie; the masses of the
workers by n handful of capitalikts. Thore is
pot one genuite revolutionary, and not one
genuine Marxian smong those who are now
rajsing their cry agalust dictatorship, and stand-
ing for democracy, who haa not solemnly sworn
(hoch and helling) before the workers that he
rocognized this fundamental truth of Soclaliam;
and yet now when & fermentatfon and move-

rucnt has bLegun amongst the revolutionary pro-
letariat with the intentlon of smashing this
Machine of Oppression and fighting for the Diec-
tatorship of the Prcletariat these traitors to
Socialism talk about the matter as though the
resistance of the capitalista was finished, and
as though they were willing to put themselves
under the workers’. majority In a word as
though in the Democratic Republic there never
liad been and never would be a State-Apparatus
for crushing Labor with Capital.

6.—The Pi#ris Commune, which all praise
who wish to appear as Soclallsts, because they
know that the great mass of the workers look
with sympathy upon it, has esrpecially shown
in a clear manner the historical, conditional,
and limited value of bourgeois Parliamentar-
ism and Democracy, which in comparison to the
rtate of soclety in the Middle Ages constitu-
ted a great step forward, but which - to-day at
the time of the workers' rovolution must be
radically altered, Already Marx, who placed -the
greatest value on the historical meaning of the
Commune, had in his analysis thereon pointed
out the exploitlng character of the bourgeois
Democrucy and Parliamentarism, fn which tue
oppressed classes held it right to determine
once in the course of many ycars what mem-
bers of the possessing classes should go in or
comn out of Parllament. Yet now, when unrest
is scething throughout the world, and before
all eyes furtherfig the ecause of Communism,
the traitors of Socinllam forget the practical
expericnes and comcrete Jesson of the Parls
Commune, and simply repeat the old rubbish
about “Democracy in general’, The Commune
was a nou-parilamentary concern

6—The significance of the Commune went
further in that it attempted to overthinw and
utterly destroy the bourgeols Btate-Apparatus,
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the appmratus of Officialdom, law, War and
Pollee, und to put in Hs place the nytobomous
mare.organization of the worker, whleh recog.
nized no divislon between leglslative gnd incen-
tive power, Al middlecless . Degoeratie Re-
publics In cur times, {niluding the Grrman,
which are lield mup ae proletarien by the frath.
falsifying UGnaitora of Soclalism, sl maiutain
this bourpeols State-Apparatia, which continnat.
1y demonstrates more clearly and plainly than
ever thot the outery {n defence of “Democracy
in general” {8 nothing else but a defence of
capitalism and the privileges - of profitecra,

7.—"Freedom of Assembly™ can be taken
as an example of the demands of “pure Do
mocraey * Every enlightencd worler who has
not broken with his elaxs understands tnat it
were a ridiculous thing to promise the jrofltecrs
frecdom of asscmbly for every period and situa.
tion where it prevented their overthrow and
defended their privileges, The Dbourgeciste when
they were revolutionary, neither In England in
the vear 1649, nor in France in the year 1743,
grantcd to the monarchist and nobiiity Freedom
of Assembly while the latter poured foreign
troops into the country and “as.embled™ in
order to organize thelr eflorts at regtoration,
If the bourgceolsic of today, which has iong
since become reactionary, demands from  the
proletariat this unrestricted right of ¥Froe Ar-
sembly, it will only ‘be laughed at by the work-
ers as, an example of bourgeols hypocrisy.

Besides, the workers know very well that
“Freedom of Arscmbly” even in the demncratie
bourgeols Republic is only nn empty phrase,
for the rich have ther hLest public and private
buildings at their disposal, and have also plenty
of spare time for meetinzs and looking after
their own ends "in protecting the capitalist
Power-Apparatus.

The town and villnge proletariat, as well
as the small farmer, {e. the great mafority
of the population, have none of these advant-
ages, And #o long as this i8 the ecaxe the word
“Equdlity,” that {8 to say, “Purc Demorracy™
is 8 fraud. To get real Equality, for Drmacraey
to definitely realize it for the workers, the fine
public and private bulldings must be tiken away
from the exploiters, and it i8 also of the hichest
importance that the wockers sce to it that the
freedom of their meetings is defcnded by armed
workers, and not by young sons of nobles
(Soebnchen des Adels) or officers frory the
capitalist circles and their conscript roldiers,

Only after such an alteration can one with-
out humbugging the worker. the warkine popm-
lation, the ‘poor, speak abont “Frecdom of As.
sembly”” and Equality, But this alteration no-
body elme can bring about except the vanguard
of the working pcople, th? proletariat, which
overthrows the exploiter, the bourgcoisie

§ —The “Freedom of thc Press” is nnother
of the maln watchword of “Pure Democracy,”
The worker knows, aud it has been millions of
times agreed by Sotinlists in every country,
that this freedom is sheer {rowl so long ns the
best printing presces and biz storcs of paper
are In the hands of the capitnlists, and so long
as the power which capital has over the Press
remains, which is so plain and clegr all over
the world, so cynically interwoven with demo-
cratic and republican rogimes, 28, for example,
in America. To ohtafin a genuine eqjuality and
a genuine democracy for the working musses,
one must first of all take away from the cap-
italfst the possibility of employing writers in
their service and the buying up of newspapers
and ‘publishing offices. And to do this it is
pecessary to throw off the yoke of capitalism,
to overthrow the cxploiter and their resistance.
Capitulists have alwuays cxplained the word
“freedom’ as freedom of profits for the rich
and freedom of starvation for the poor, Cap-
italists explain “Freedom of the Press™ as free-
dom of bribery by the rich, the frecdom for
employing wealth to fabricute und falsify ro-
called public opinion, The defender of “Pure
Democracy™ shows himself, in rcality, as the
defender of the dirty and mercenary sysiom of
the power of riches over tlie mcans of brush-
ing aside the well-known historical task of free.
ing the Press from capital. The Communists
will establish real freedom and equality, in
which there I8 no possib§'ty of euriching one-
aclf at the expense of others, whieh will pre--
vent the submission of the Press, directly or
indirectly, to money-power, aud where nothing
will hinder the worker (or any particular group
of workers) from equal rights to the use of
the printing presses and paper that belong tp
the community,

9.—The history of the 19th and 20th century
showed us before the war wha* ju reality the
much-taiked.of “Pure Democraey” meant under
capitalism_ The Marxists have always asserted
that the more developed, f.e, the “purer* demo-
cracy I8, the more pitilergs and keen will the
class-war be, and the more developed will be
the oppresslon of capital and the di-tatorship
of the bourgeolisle. The Dhreyfus eas: in Re.
publican France, the bloody settlement of ac-
counts hetween the pald hireling armijes of the
capitalists and the workers on strile fn the
frea and democratic Republie of Ameriea, and
thourands of the sameo class of instances, show
the fact, which the lourgeolrle try m valn to
hide, that In democratle Republies  terrorism
and the dictatorship of the bourgeoivle assums
the reins of power openly fmmedintely it ap-
pears to the cxploiters that the power uof cup-
ftal is tottering,

~ 10.—~The lwperialist war,  1914.1918, has
onece for ull shown the least progressive workera
the true character of the capitalist democracy
oven in the frevst Republic, which s notling

-8 Government of Sovialists, it
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lere thon bourgeolr detatorship, Wit the alm
of curtichirz the German and  English groups
of ndlionatres and multbmitfionadres,  dogzenre
of willionyg of wmen have been murdered, and
in the mest free Republies the  bourgeols
militnry  dielatorship s set up, ~This military
dictntorship st continuex in the Entente ecount-
ries evea after the overthrow of Gertany The
war, more thnan anything else, has opened the
evis of the workers,, Tho fulsg muark har been
torn from the bourgeols democracy, and the
people eun sce the whole pleture of gpecula-
dion and profit.eccking dnring the war and op-
purtunities opened up by the war, Capltulism
has carrled on this war tn the name of freedom
and cquatiy. In the name of freedom and equals
ity it has enriched the supplies of war materiala
to an unbeard of extent, Yet not a bit does
the Yellow International at Berne hother itself
ahout this, Lut contiuuves to whitewaxh lefore
the old charucter of bourgeois freedow, bLour-
reofs equality, and bourgeois democracy

11.--In the most capltalist d>v-loped cuunt.
ry of Ewaope, nawely, in Germany, the first
few menths of full Republican frecdom, whirh
the overthrow of Imperialistic Germany brought
atout, have shown to the German workers and
to the whole world what is the true character
of the democratic bourgeols Republiv. The mur-
ders of Karl Licbknecht and Rosa Luxemburg
are cvents of world.historical meaning; not only
becaure the best leaders of genulne proletarian
interpational Communism were trazically  done
to death, but because it demoustrated the class.
character of the first ﬂxropoan State-—and one
can also say the first State of the who'e world
without exnggeraticn. )t priconers, fe, people
taken under State control, ean be muardered
with impunity by officers and capitalists, under
follows as a
logical conclusion that the democratic Republic
wherein this could bappen is a dictatorship of
tho- bourgeoisle, People who showed their in-
dignation of the murder of Karl Liebknecht
und Rosa Luxcmburg, and who do not under-
stand the truth of this are proving either their
stupidity or their hypocrisy. In oue of the freest
and most civijzed Republics of the world, in
the German Republic, “freedom®™ {8 shown to
be freedom to strike down the arrested leaders
of the proletariat, And it can be nothing else
o long as capitalism aeserts fitself, and the
evolution of the democratic class struggle that
to.day, a8 the result and conscquences of  the
war, has reached the boiling point, is not weak-
ening but increasing.

At the present time throughout the whole
of the civilized world expulsions, hunting down,
and imprisonment of Bolsheviks it tuking place,
as, for example, in one of the free “demucrati.c”
Republics,  Switzerland;  further, we have in
Amcrica Rolslievik pogroms and so on. From
the historienl point of “democracy in general”
or purce demaocracy, it 18 simply laughable that
advanced civilized dewmocracies, countries armed
to the tecth, should be afraid of a few dozen
Iwople from backward, starving, ruined Iussia,
depdcted as savape and criminal In millions of
copies of capilalist newspapers, It is clear that
the gociety in which such obvious econtradic-
tions can find & hearing is in reality a dictator.
ship of the bourgeo!sie.

12 —In such a situation the dictatorship of
the proletariat is wot only fully justified as a
mcans for the overthrow of the exploiter and
the suppression of bis resistamce, hut Is also
ahsolutely necessary for the whole mass ot
the workers, as the one protection against the
dictatorship of the bourgeoisie, which led to
the war and is preparing new wars.

The main thing which so -many Socialists
do not understand, and which causes their
theoretical shortsightedness, their clinging to
middle-class prejudicen, and their political be-
traval of the proletariat, is tyat, in capitalist
society, with Increasing grounds for the class
war, there can be no half-way between ghe die-
tatorship of the bourgeoisie and the dictator-
ship of the proletariat. Every dream of any
kind of third thiug Is oniy the reactionary lam-
cntations o wue petty boargeois, This Is shown
fn the experience of more than a hundred
Yeurs of cvelution of the bourgeois democracy
and the workers’ movement fn every civiized
country, and cspeelally in the experience of the
last five years, It §# also furnished by the whole
lergson of national econombea, the whole tenor
of Marxism, which has demonstrated the fatal
ceonomie necessity of the diclatorship of the
bonrgeolsie for eyvery ecapitalist business, a 2ic.
tatorship that can only be overthrown by the
clars that is developed, auginented aud rein-
forced by the very development of capitallsm,
e, by the proletariat.

13.--The recond  theoretieal and  political
Bunder of Soclalists consists {n that they do
not understand that the forms of demoeracy
commenchig with the germ in ancient times
have, during thonsands of yeats, invitahly un-
derpone radical transformation through the re.
placement of one governing class by another,
In the Republie of ancient Greece, in the States
of the Middle Ages, in the advanced capitalist
Stater, democracy lias different ¢orms and dif-
ferent  extensions. It would be the greatest
folly to think that the wmost profound revolution
in the history of mankind, the first transfercnce
of power out of the hands of tho exploiter.
minority into the handa of the cxploited major.
fty, ecan fully develop within the conflnes of thoe
old bourgceols Partinmemary demosracy, or ean
he pecomplished without a revoelutlon: without
tha constricctlon of new  forma of  dewmocracy,
new  fnstitutions, conditions, stipulations, and
»o on.

14,-~-The dictatorship of the proletariat is

ro far Uke the dictatorship of other clarses in
that it. as In every other dictatorsip, ja fared
with the necessity -of suppressing with  forer
the resiktinee of tho class which ia loshig flr
political power, The fundamental differonca of
the dictntorship @f the preletariat and the dic-
torship of other clarres, the dictatorship of the
big landlords In the Middle Ages. the dictetor
ship of the bourgeoisle in cvery ecivilized cap.
italist country, I that the dictatoraldp of the
big landlords and bLourzecls was a suppression
by foren of he resistance of tha overwhelning
majority of the people, namely, the working
clagses. While on the other hand the dictator-
ship of the proletariat, s a ruppression by
force of the exploiter, f.e,.the minority of the
pcoble, the big landlords and capitalits,

From this {8 very evident that the dictator.
ship of the proletariat must not only bring with
ft inevitable changes In the forms and jnstitu.
‘tions of democracy, but also changes that will
permit an extrnsion of democracy in the hands
of the wage.slaves of capitalisin, such as the
world has never yet witnessed, .

In reality the form of the dictatorship of.
the prolctariat which as a matter of fact has
already been worked out, fe., the Soviets In
Russia, the Councl System (Randesystem) in
Germany, the Shop Stewards' Committees and
other analogous Soviet institutions 1in other
countries, all these render it possible for the
working classes, f.e, for the overwhelming ma-
Jority of the pcople, practically to untilize de-
mocratic rights and liberty to an extent that
has never before been approached in the best
denoeratic bourgeols Republics.

The essence of Soviet power lies in the
direct orzanization of the classs which capital-
ista would suppress, {e, the worker and half
proletarian (the )(easant, whe dozs not exploft
the labor of others, anl is at least scmpelied
to eell part of hie own), This is the fixed and
only foundation for the whole power of the
fitate, the whole State apparatus. The masses,
which plainly, even in the “demnderatic” bhour.
geols Republics, where according to the law
they stand on an aqual footing, but by thou-
rands of artful dodges of one sort and another
are prevented from taking part in the political
life and the exercise of demoncratic rights and
frcedom, are now called "upon to participate
constantly, directly, and in decisive manner in
the democratic management of the State.

15—The equality of the citizen {burger)
without respect of sex, creed, race, nationality,
which the bourgeois Republic always and above
all promises hut becaure of the powers of cap-
italisin never carries out, the Soviet-power or
dictatorship of the proletariat has at one st'oke
fully rcalized, The workers alone are able to
attain this pawer, as they have no interest In
the fight over the division of private property,
means of production, and so forth,

16.—The old (that is the capitalist) demo.
cracy and Parliamentarism were so organized
that the working classes were clearly the fun
thicst removed from the management-machine,
The Soviet.power (that s, tho dictatorship of
the proletariat) 18 on 1he conirary so organ-
fz+d that the working classcs are closelw {den.
tifie’d with the managem~u: machiane by the wn't
ing of lepislative and cxectirn power in the
Soviet orgnnization of the Stutes, and In. the
stbstitaticn of territorlal votiag clrcles by fn-
dustrini «ntities, such ns thoze of the works
a: 14 the lactory.

17.—The army was an apparatus for sup-
pression not only in monarchy; It remained the
same in all (ev n in the most democratic) bour.
Eeols Republics. Only the Soviet-power, as the
one established State-organization of the eapital
fst.oppressed classes, is fn the position to re-
move the dependency of the military into the
proletarfat by the arming of the proletarians
and disarming of the bourgeoisie, without which
it is not possible to carry through the conquest
of Socillam,

1§ —The BSoviet organization {s therefore
50 contrived that the proletariat ns a class,
which for the most part is enli<hitened concerns
_Ing capitalism, plays the leading part fn the
inner State, The expericnee of every revolution
and every movemcent of the enslaved classes,
the experfence of the world-wide Socialistic
movement, teaches us that only the proletariat
is In the position to unite and lead forward the
misdirected, backward, and exploited workers.

19.—Only the Soviet organization of the
State is jn the position to overthrow once and
for all the old bourgeois officinldom and law-
apparatue, which is prescrved, and must {devit.
ably be preserved, oven in the most democratic
Republics, and which was in fact the greatest
obLstacle to the workers and working masses in
the carrying out of democracy. The Parls Com-
mune took the first world-historieal step in this
direction, the Soviet power has taken the socond,

20,--Ths  destroying of Statc.power la the
ohject held out by all Socialists, with Marx at
thelr head, Without realizing this oblert true
democeraecy—te, equality and frecdom—cannot
ha reached, But it s only the Soviets or pro-
leturlan demorcracy which leads directly towards
this object, for it draws the workers and thelr
nutar  orpanizations towards a lasting and de-
finite purticipution in the nmanagement of the
State,

21.—The complete bankruptey of the Soelal.
Ists who met together at Berne, thelr complete
lack of understanding of modern proletarian de-
movracy, ean be seen, especially fn the follow.
fug: - On 1th February, 1919, at Roerne, Brant.
fng declured the {nternational confer-n-e of the
of theYellow Internations) to be clused (geshlos.
sen). On' 1Hth February thelr mombers in Berlin,
in the paper “Die Frelheit,” published an appeal
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utha nnme of the Independent Sodalists to the
prodotariat, 1n this appesl the hourgeols character
of the Scheldemann Government  was  pointed
out and reproached with wisiing to ahebsh the
Counells, which were ealled the “sappotters and
defenders of the Revolution™: and the proporal
was made of lezalizing  the® Councf's, giving
them political rights, and siving them tire right
to veto the decisions of the Natioual Assembly
and the right to subirit decisions to a popular
referendam.

Such & proposal Indbeates the  complete
mental (getstirer) bankruptey of the theoriger
who defends democracice and docs not unider-
stand their bourgeols character, The lacghable
effort to unite the Council System, i, the
dictatorship of the bourgeolsie, shaws the lack
of common-gense of the Yelluw Rocialists and
Social-Democrats,  and  the  reactionary  policy
of the peity middle.class (klvinburger), as well
as their cowardly concessions to the increaxsing
power of the new proletarion democracy which
cannot be held hack,

22.—The majority of 1he Yellow Iuternation.
al at Berne, which condemned Bolshevism but

did wot ritk pting #outo a0 Jormal resolution
for fear of the wortinr mas s, s soeted cors
peetly fromn the olaes stamdpoint. The  Majority
{= altemdy 1o f20) axreewent with the - Russtun
Minority (Monshioviks) and So ial-evolutioniste,
aund wWith the Schefdemanrners in Gormany, The
Hus<ian Minorty  and  Soclalist-Revolutionaries
who complain about the persecuation by the Bol-
phevibs take perins to coneend the fact that this
perseention has  been hrought  about  through
the Minority 94 Socialin-Devalntionarics  tak-
Ing part ia the (ivil war ou the ride of the
pourgeolsie  avainst the proletariat, Jusl the
rame in Germauy Lhave the Scheidemanners and
their party talen part in the ¢ivil war on the
wido of the capiwlivt agaiust the worher,

It is therdfore guite natmal that the major-
ity of thore who (oo% part In the Yeliow Iluter-
natfonal at Lorne shouald bhave condemned the
Lolghevikg; nevertt.elcsy this 48 not a defence
of “pure demdceracy, but onocxpression of relf-
defenee Hy peopls who feel that in the civil
war they e standing «n toe gide of the hour-
guolsie apainrt the prolatariat,

From this the clurs-standpoint of the Major-

ity o) the Yellow Internntional at Derne cun be
teeriy Feent the proletarfat, however, should not
b afrind of the truth, but should look it open.
Iy in ti;i» foce and draw frown it all political de-
ductions,

On the basis ¢f this thesis and in apprecia-
tion of the reports of the delegates from the
various countries, the Internatianal Communist
Conferenve deciares that the main task of the
Communist PParty, in countries where the Coun
cil-Tower (Riatemucht) s pot yet set up, coneist
in the following:—

1Y To explain to the great mass of the
workineg cluss the Llistorical meaning of the
political and practical necessity for a new pro-
letarfan demoeracy which must be set up to
take the place of the bourgeois democracy ang
Parliamentarism.

2) In the Luilding up and extending the
Couricils In every department of industry in the
military, in the fleet, also amongst the land
woik:rs and small furmers: and

3) In the conquest of (eroberung) a solid
and consclous cominanistic majority within the
Councils.

The Split in The French Socialist Party.

AND ITS EFFECT UPON THE COMMUNIST

Toward the end of December, 1920, a
congress of the French Socialist Pany was
id at which a split occured. As we have
no exact and full information about this
congress we are compelied to depend upon
the information given in the capitalist press.

Splits in the French socialist movement
.ave been of frequent occurrece. At the

nd of the last century, in the 80's and 9O's
there was in France a large number of So-
cialist P’artics and factions, representing the
different current in the socialist movement;
the possibilists or opportunists; the Guesd--
ists or Marxians, who adhered to the posi-
tion of the German Social-Democrats; the
Blanquists, who denied the necessity of the
mass struggle; and the so-called Socialist-
Radicals, who defended the interests of the
petit-bourgeoisie.

In 1890 all these parties and factions
were forced to umite into one party under
the increased pressure of the reaction in
France. In 1900 the French Sociulist Party

+plit again into its component parts as a re-
sult of the famous Dreyfus Case which
aroused tremendous forces. Several promin-
ent socialist leaders of that time—Jlaures and
Millerand—took a keen interest in the trial,
considering it their duty to fight against the
French militarists and in defense of the up-
per bourgeoisie, of which a numerous cle-
ment, the large financial interests, were com-
posed of Jews, who considered it their duty
o defend their co-religionist, Dreyfus.

The Marxian section of the French So-
cialist P'arty, the Guesdists, organized in the
Tabor Party of France, fought against the
opportunist policies of Jaures and Millerand.
The participants in the struggle against the
militarists were carried away by the fight
and considered the activities of the militar-
ists to be so dangerous that they believed it
nceessary for Millerind who was a “social-
ist” at that time, to enter the Waldeck-Rous-
scan ministry. The followers of Jaures and
Millerand believed that the French Republic
was in danger, and Millerand therefore took
upon himself the task of saving the bourgeois
republic in close co-operation with the in-
famous General Gallifet, who becime nrtori-
‘wus by his barbarous cruelties in suppress-
ing the Paris Commune.

Millerand entered the Cabinet, June 22,
1899, thereby arousing a determined opposi-

on in the ranks of the French Soctulist
Party. In 1900, there was convened, in
Paris, the World Congress of the Second
Inuternational.

The question of the acceptance of a
post in a bourgeois ministery, by the “so-
cialist” Millerand in the same Cabincet with
she murderer, Gallifet, was brought before
the congress and made an issue by the
Guesde faction of the French Socialist Party.
This question was hrought up and discussed
* the Paris Congress, in connection with
another  question—the tactic of the seizure
of power by the proletariat which even at
that time was a principle question, since
the German revisionists under the leadership
of Bernstein, advacated the peaceful evolu-
tion of Socialism by means of parliamentary
action.

It would be inconsistent to expect any
decisive action by the elements composing

P'aris Congress of the Sccond Interna-
tional at that time. The guestion of tie soiz-
ag of political power by the proletarial was
closely connceted with another of great signifi-
cance—the question of the necessity of over-
throwing the capitalist state by force of
-ms. The opportunists denied the correct-

«s of Marx’ famous statemert, that force

the midwife of the old society, pregnant

h the new order. In the course of the
liscussion, the renggade Kautsky, thea the
foremost Marxian theoretician, displayed his
cal colors. Althongh theoretically a Marxian,
he was in reality an opportunist, even at that
time, which cun be readily scen from the
following excerpt from a resolution intro-
duced by him:- ... In the present develop-
mont of the democratic state the conquest
i political power by the proletariat cannot
he achieved by means of armed forces, but
can only be the result of long and strenuous
fforts in the sphere of political and econo-
nic organization .of the proletariat, as well
s its physical and moral regenration, and of
he gradual penetration of its elected repre-
sntatives into  the municipal councils and
legislative assemblies.”

This resohstion introduced by Kauotsky
.1 the Paris Congress of 1900, played into
the hands and supported the opportunists
and anti-Marxians, who argued against the
iwvitability of armed revolution. This resolu-
tion of Kautsky was, in our opinion, his first
step in the direction of the sacial patriots
and rencgades of our time. Plekhanoff, aply
characterized it as being an india rubler, or
caotchouc.  resolution.  The first part of

~autsky's resolution relegates into the back-

ground the question of armed insurrection,
while the second part cntirely justified the
wtion of Millerand in accepting a minister-
d post in the same cabinet with the wur-
Perer Gallifet. Kaut:ky's resolution adopted
v the Paris Congress precipitated a  split
1 the French Sociulist Partv: the Guesdists
md Planquitts leaving the so-called “Unit-
14" French Party.

After 3 while the different factions again
iited into one party organized upon a fcde-
ative basis, but the various factions never

ceased fighting among themsclves up to the
outbreak’ of the war in 1914, When the war
' gan all the contending socialist  factions
united and formed a block with the bourgeois
cvermment and thus betrayed the canse of
the proletariat. Guesde. who was one of the
foremost exponents of revolutionary  social-
- n in France, accepted the post of minister,
~ithout  portfolio, in  order to save the
'f:nhcrhml" from destruction. The noisy
wrasemonger, Ierve, who previously had
crght avainst militarism, was the " first to
nounce his anti-militarist position and  be-
me a traitor 1o the canse of the proletariat,

v short the French Socialist party, under
e leadership of Guesde, Renawdel and Sems-
v Went over, bag and baggage, to the side

_ the bourgeoisic during the whole period

the imperialist world-war.

ut the French party contained other
Tements, who conctituted” a minority; the
Drentrists™ whom Comrade Lenin character-
1zes as men contaminated with the decay of
" galism” who ere spoiled by the atma-
here of parliauent, officials Loftened by

MOVEMENT IN EUROPE,

.1¢ holding of sinecures and accustomed only
1o routine work. These “leaders” merel
form a transition from the outlived epoc
of the working class movement from the
period of 1871-1914—an epoch that contri-
duted much of value, especially in the art
of organization of the exploited masses on

large scale, which was necessarily slow,
sustained, and systematic work—an epoch
which formed the background before the
vorld War, which introduced the era of
cial revolution. The “centrist” are’ revolu-
uists in words, but in deeds support direct-
ly or indirectly the social traitors.

At the head of the centrists, stood
Longuet, P'ressman, Cachin, and Frossard,
cte. At the end of the World War the centr-
1sts expelled the social-chauvinists from _the
exceutive offices of the party and had on
their side the great majority of the member-
ship up to the last congress of the Party.
During the .period of the world war the
French working class, intoxicated with bour-
seois patriotism, followed in the footsteps
f “the social traitors. Later disapointed with
ihe conscquences of the war they repudiated
the chauvinists and went over to the side
uf the centrists.

‘Thc economic and political conditions
1 France forced the French proletariat to
turn to the left. They could not remain
halfway between the right and left wings of
‘he French socialists. Their act in joining
he centre Wwas only a transitional stage in
ie revolutionary movement of the French
~olctariat. Already during the war, there
appeared within the French Socialist Party
a small group of Communists under the
leadership of Comrade loriot. For a long
ume Loriot fought almost alone against the
right and centre and was the subject of
ridicule by the opportunist leaders. Loriot,
undismayed, bravely kept up the fight in the
lace of the greatest obstacles, against the
sucial traitors to the French proletariat.

The growth and influence of this small
group of Communists, with Loriot at their
head. was aided by the centrist Longuetists,
themselves. After the manner of all centrists,
the Longuetists endeavored to convince the
I'rench workers that the economic chaos
caused hy the war, was not the proper en-
vironment in which 1o advocate the armed
seizure of political power by the workers.
The Longuctists, were attempting to delay
the realization of the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat.

Mcanwhile the economic chaos continued
despite all attempts of the capitalists and
the state 1o restore the ruined industries. The
Irench haurgeoisie were disappointed in their
hopes of wringing a"huge indemnity from
Germanv, which was utterly ruined by the
war. All these circumstances aroused a seri-
cus discontent within the ranks of the French
working class driving it further and further
to the left.

Still another event influenced the French
working class movement—the visit of Cachin
and Frossard to Soviet Russia. These two
comrades are among the most prominent
leaders of the French socialists, Frossard
was secretury of the:party. The Communist
group within the French  Socialist Party
grew more influencial and stronger day by
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day and gradually forced the centrist admi.
nistration out of power,

A strong influence upon the growih of.
the communist group was exercited also b
the syndicalist movement witinn the Frenc
trade union movément. ‘The syndicalist move-
ment is a reaction against the opportunists
and parliamentarists who attempt to con-
vert parliamentary action into. a means for
the achievement of our final aim-—the cstab-
lishment of the Communist Society. The ex-
perience of history proves the impossibility
of the reconstruction of a society upon com-
munist principles by nicans of parliamentar-
ism. But the syndicalist in contrast to the op-
portunists went to the other extreme—the
negation of political action altogether. They
refused to recognize the nccessity of using
the parliament for revolutionary purposes;
they refuse to recognize the nccessity of
establishing the workers' state—the dictator-
ship of the proletariat. Opposition to the
opportunists and all opportunist tendencies
is highly desirable, but the opposition to poli-
tical action as a whole, ie. the denial of the
nccessity for the seizure by force of arms
of the political power and of the establish-
ment of the dictatorship of the proletariat,
is an anarchist superstition and prejudice
inimical to the interests of the working
class movement.

The French syndicalists are becoming
more and more convinced of the fallacy of
their anti-political views and are joining the
ranks of the communists in large numbers.

At the last congress of the French So-
cialist Party held in Tours the Communists,
supported by the former syndicalist elements,
won a brillant victory over the old major-
ity who were led by the centrists, as well
as over the right wing. This congress adopt-
ed all .the conditions for admission 1o the
Communist International by an overwhelm- .
ing majority; the vote being, for unqualified
acceptance—3500; for acceptance with reser-
vation-—1000; against recognition. §oo- Thus
the Communist Party of France has finally
come into being through the splitting of
the old French Socialist Party.

What influence will the formation of
the Communist Party of France exert upon
the development of the international com-
munist movement?

The French bourgeois Republic up 1o
the time of the imperialist world war was
the ally of the reactionary and bleedy govern-
ment of the Czar in Russia. In the past the
French bourgeois was ruthless and brutal in
its struggle against the working clats.  In
France every big strike or deimonstration was
usually attended by much bloodshed. The
French bourgecis government is «¢nc of the
most reactionary in the world. In 1831, in
June 1848, and in May 1871, the TFrench
bourgeoisie drowned in blnod the revolution-
ary uprisings of the proletariat.

During the monarchist regime in Russia
the governement of the Czars was the ter-
ror of all nations. Nicholas the first sent an
army across the boundaries of Hungary, in

The Split of

The cause of Communism has made a
great stride in Germany. The majority of the
conferrnee of the Iludependent Social Demo-
cratic party accepted the conditions of admis-
sion into the Communist International; the
minority left the conference declaring it inten-
tion of constituting itself a separate Inde.
pendent Party. We say openly that this split
ia an event of paramount importance assuring
the development of Communism  in Germany.
There can be no doult of the fact that the
artual majority within the Independent Party
I8 larger than that which ndopted the platform
of Communisin at the conference. The whole
party machinery and the party press had been
with . few exceptions, in the hands of the
Right wing, which consiats of the most adapt
burcaucrats of German Social Demoerney It s
becavse of this that the Right Independs nts
were able to muster over a third of the number
of delogates present at the conference, The
spirit of revolution Hvea in the working masses
of the Independent Party. Were ft not for the
conditions set up by the Communist Interna-

tionn} making the admission of the IRight !n-
deperdents  into its ranks  fimpossible, thesu
Right Independents wonld have joined it in

order to avoid bheing faolated from the masses
» ¢f thelr members and n order to be able

COMMUNIBT

1848, to cerush the revoluticniry movement
in that country; the Czanst government of
Ruscia was the world policzman whom all
fearcd.

Soviet Russia, the govermmunt of the
workers and peasants, coue o the aid of

the world prolotariat, after first overthiow- -

ing the Czarist and bourgeois regimes and
estiblishing the proletarian dictatorship. The
proletariat of all countries welcomed the de-

“frat and overthrow of the world's policeman

—the aumtocratic government of the Czars;
but its place was taken by the present French
Bourgeois Republic, which now occupies the
position of the world gendarme.

The French government is imperialist
and seceks to crush the revolutionary move-
ment in all countrics—cspecially in Russia.
The Soviet Government is a thorn in the
side of the French Dourgeoisie, which has
vivlently opposed all the Russian proletarian
movement from the first day of its existence.
Of all the Entente, the French imperialists
arc the most bitter and brutal adverearics of
the Soviets and of every revolutionary pro-
letarian movement in 2!l countries. They par-
ticipated in the plundering adventures and
counter-revolutinnary movements in European
Russia and Siberia, and instigated all the
Battic and “buffer” states 1o violence against
Soviet Russia. Thevy were instrumental in
causing the downfall of the Hungarian Soviet
Government by compelling the Roumanian
Government to declare war upon it.

During the proletariun uprising in the
Ruhr Basin, the [rench imperialists  sent
their trocps into that province, .ostensibly to
prevent Germans from invading France, but
in reality for the suppression of the German
proletarian  Revolution. The last adventure
of the Polish landlords and capitalists against
Soviet Russia was carricd out with the direct
support of the Irench imperialists, who in-
cited the Poles to undertake this unprovoked
attack.

This dispicable role of world gendarme, the
French were able to perform because of the
guarantees and suppert of the social-patriots
mm the French Socialist Party. Fven the
“centrists” under the leaderthip of Longuet
did not prevent the criminal plots of the
French -imperizlists, becanse while they re-
coymized Soviet Russia in words, they ob-
structed the formation of a real Communist
Party in France. The Communist Party in
France will give risc to a new epoch in the

French proletarian cmovement. The French -

imperialists will be forced to rccognize the
power of the communists; they will not have
such a frece hand as before, when they faced
the Socialist Party alone. )

The French proletariat is seasoned 1n
the revolutionary  struggle.  In 1780, one
hundred and four vears ago, Babeoff pro-
mulgated the theory of the common owner-
ship of all wealth, and emphasized the class
war, denowiced the “Republic of the Rich”,
and advocated the abolition of all political
rights for those who do e useful work. In
1831, the strike of the sitk weavers of Lyons
was the first insurgent  movement of the

wage slives of France. The first experience
of the social revolution on a political’ basis
ook place in 1848, The first threat to the
whaole bourgeois  dictatorship  appeared in
18-1, in DParis. The first conquest of political
power by the proletariat, and the proclaa.
tion nf the proletarian dictatorship, occured
in the same year in Paris.

Al this proves that the French prolet-
ariat has a revelutionary tradition which will
be of the greatest value during the present
period of social revolution. The formation of
the Communist Larty in France will bencfit
the whole Luropean proletariat. The com-
munists will place every obstacle in the way
of the ruling class; they will throw all their
~trength against a possible invasion by French
imperialists of Soviet Russia.

The German proletariat had a dangerous
neighbor—the Russian Czarist Government,
with its vast army, and therefore the German
proletariat did not dare to challenge their
oppressors. \fter the establishing of the
Soviet power in Russia the German workers
are no longer threatened from the East. The
recent expericnce of the German workers
has shown that the French Imperialists will
always come to the aid of their German Im-.
perialist friends in order to save the German
capitalist svstem, notwithstanding their re-
cent unpleasantness ; because the French im-
perialists thoroughly understand that the de-
struction of German capitalism would be
followed by the downfall of the bourgeois
order in France.

The German proletariat will  act and
fircht more courageously against their ruling
class, with the realization that on the western
border the Comnunist Party of France will
prevent the French eapitalists from crushing

-the movement in Germany.

The Communist Party of France, as it
acquires power, will perform the same role as
the Corumunist Party of Russia, ie. it will
rid the Eurcpean proletariat of the threat
of the world’s policeman in the shape of
the French capitalist government. The Com-
munist Party of France will prepare the
French ‘proletariat to become the shock bat-
talions of the revolution in Western Ewope
for which their revolutionary traditions has
already equipped them.

In Germany the left Independents and
the German communists have already united
into one German Communist Party. The
Communist Party of Germany and the Com-
munist Party of France, under the leader-
ship of the Communist International, will
form the force which will overthrow the
capitalist governments of Western Europe,
and will erect upon their ruins the proletar-
ian dictatorship, during the transitional per-
jod from the capitalist to the commumist so-
ciety:

The Conmunist Party of France will
cventually put an end to all the desperate
adventures of the French imperialists and
vill give a powerful impetus to the commun-
ist movement of the workers throughout the
world.

the German Independent Party.

By KARL RADEK,

apain and agpain to liold these masses back
from ievolutionary action The trausference of
the party 1oadership and of the party press to
the menninely  revolatienary clements has com.
pelled the Mivht ludepend-ntg to throw off thefr
misks. Thus, Ditmann llag begon s campaign
aratnst Soviet Russia and has written articles
wlich were s0 much to the taste of interna-
tional  counter-revolution that the  latter has
had them teprinted in the capitalist press all
over the world, Ihlferding and Crispien have
raiged the ery that uffilintion with the Third
interpational would gnean war with French fm.
perinlism, and they have come out openhy in
the defenee of the Vereailles Pence, They have
thas proved to every working man the correct-
ness of the policy of the Communist Interna-
tien! In refusipg to have sach o ntlemen as
Hiiferding, tmann and Crispiers in jts ranks
The Crispiens -and the Hilferdings have tried
to rtage a comedy of defending the independ-
enee of the Cernman working cluss azalnst te
dictutorshlp of Moxcow  They have endeavered
to turn to account wrainst the Commuul=t In.
ternotional the lint rempant of patriotisan wtill
tn the briast of the Ger:aan worker  te, the
fden of defending the Independence of his o
rantzation,  But ull thelr  efforts huve bheed

futlle. In spite of the fuct that the Left Inde-

pendents lacked such a powerful means of
azlitation as the press, the great majority of
the workers ueclared themaseives for the Com.
munist International They readily grasped the
tact that when the Communist International
“interfercs™ in their affairs it is not the in-
terference of an outside force tryving to impose
its will upon the German workers, hut that 1t
fa & ecare of a more cxperienced detachment
of the Army of the World Revolution point.
ing o1t to the German workers the conditions
of their own victory. They have understood
that they and Moscow are one and the same;
that the contest against Moscow is the con-
tert against their own revolutionary aspira-
tions, their own revolutionary views, Our vie.
tory at the Independent Party .Conference {8
of the utmoxt importance, congidering the fact
that it was hought at the price of a spiit, in
the ecurse of which the German workers will
have acquired a elear and comprehensive idea
of the programme and tactics of the Commun-.
tat Tnternational, The struggle, of course, has
not ended with the aplit ut the conference;
the rplit will he barried into all the organiza.
tious  of the Iudependent  Soein]l Democratie
P'nrty; it will lead to division awmong the Ger
mun workers on the lines of clearcut prine.

iples, enabling the German workers to outlive
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all thelr reformizt and “centrist” fllusious and
to take a finn stand on the platform of Com-
munigm, for which tbey bave more «af lesa
consclously been fghting for the Jast two years.
The Germnn Independent Party comprises about
ouc million votes, It the Left Independents,
who are soon to amaigamate with the Cow-
munists, munberiny & huadred thousund mem.
bers, constitute at least a half of the Inde
pamdent Foclal DNemocratic arty--and we are
sure that they will uctually be in the major-
fty—-we shall svon bave in Germany a power
ful Communist Party.

The split of the Independeuts nnd the pass.
ing over of the majority into the camp of
Commuunism {8 the lugiral - outcome of the
whole trend of history in Germuny from the
very first days of the revolutiun; it is the re-
sult of the tdeological struggle which German
Communism has becn carrying on for approx-
fmatcly ten years not only azaiust reforimiam
but also against Kautskianism, agalnst the ir-
resolute, agpainst those who are doing ip
wervice to the revolution whilst supporting ve.
formism by actual deed. The struggle which
the Left Radirals—the heralds of the Commun-
{st Party in Germany—had conducted in the
ranks of the old Social Democracy against the
policy of compromise with the liberal bour
geoisie, against the Kautskian parliamentary
and pacifist fllusions, »s opposed to the for-
mer's advocacy of revolutionary mass action,
had even then found an echo in the ranks of
the proletariat, However susceptible the pro-
letarfat may in fact have been to this revolu.
tionary propaganda, it did not as yct sco the
vital jmportance of the Revolutionary Struggle.
The choice betwern  Hevolutionary Mass
Struggie wud the Imperiallst War was accepted
by them as a purely theoretical alternative,
The German proletariat did not believe in the
possibility of the impending conflict, and If it
did, it dropped its arms, in indecision shrink-
fng before the vast and terrible power of State
wielded by Junkers und the bourgeoisie and
stood listening to tbe talk of Kautsky about
the waiting policy that would secure them vic-
tory. The German proletariat has paid for its
revolutionary impotence in millions of victims
on all the imperialist battlefields. Taught by
the cxperience of the ~Imperialist War, it
withdrew its advanced guard from the camp
of reformism and split the powerful German
Soclial Democracy, thercupon rallying around
the banncr of the revolution, It was, however,
still unable to sce the thing through to the end,
and in spite of The fact that it welcomed
Lichknecht, Rosa Luxcmburg, - Johann and
others, it nevertheless belicved that the Dit-
mann, the Hilferdings, the Ilaares and the
Ledebours, who were doing lip scrvice to the
revoluticn, would prove the defrnders of the
latter. The Spartacus group and the Bremen
l.eft Radicals, who were combating the lies of
the Independent Centrists, were still in the
minority amongst the German revolutionary
workers had only to streteh out their arm for
time a heavy price fur its irresolution.

At the fall of German Imperialism, when
the German bourgeoisic was disarmed, the
workers had only to strech out their arm for
the power of State to be theirs. The Haases,
the Ditmunns and tre IHiiferdings abused the
confidence of the revolutionary workers and
helped the traitors, Scheldemann, Ebert, and
l.eglen to cheat the workers, by handing over
the government to the hourgeolsi¢; and the
latter, having created its white army, suppress.
«d all the riring of the German workers and
fettered them hand ‘and foet. In December 1918
the vanguard of the German workers, in face
of this open treason of the Independent Party.
grouping around its banner the most intelligeut
and energetic part of the German working
class, But soon after its inaugeration, it lost
fts best leaders during the first rising of the
Berlin workers. Driven underground and robbed
of its legul press, it neverthelees succeeded, by
sustained relentless criticism, to unmask the
attempts of compromlisers to hold the workera
bauck from revolutionary action; it managed to
inspire the honest aud resolute Independents
of the left to a more determined struggle
against the Hilferdings nrri« the Dittnianns.
Struggling in the front runks of thie workers,
even when the latter erred in their estima.
tion of the situativn, it served as a model of
revolutionary detcrminatiop, Combating  the
romanticism and the aberration of the Left
Conumunists, for whom the proclaiming of re-
volutionary watchwords served as & substitute
for rcvolutionary propaganda within the mass
organizations of the workers, it pointed out
the rosd to the German preletariat in its hard
sruggle for power. Being an {llegal organiza..
toin 1t could not raily round itself the vast
masses of the workers whom Noske, by his
counterrevolutionary objuet lesson, had taught
that there was no escaping the Dictatorship of
the proletariat, These massos flocked to the
legul  Independent Party, whhh at least pro-
Vided them with o mock srugelo against the
bourxcoisleo and the soclal traltors. Gradually

with growing determination, they forced their:

revolutiohary fdeas upon the Independent Party
They extorted from thelr Right leaders the re.
coghition of the Dictatorahip of the Proletariat
and of 8Soviet Right lenders, with whom such
recoguition was  mere  lipservice, were Incape
uble of carryfug it {nto cffect, Then the Com.
madst Purty of Grmany pought s rapproach-
meut with the Jeft Independents, who though
theorotically fromuture, nevertheless endeivored
to curry on ths revolutdonary  struggle and
belped  to fumilarics then with  the necese

_ formity with jts own economic interests.

sty of o break with the Richt leaders, ht'lped
them to flizd the puth to the Third Internaucn-
al. The herok strurgle of the Russiun prolet-
arfat added point to the lrsscu of the German
Revolution and to the criticisin of the German
Commanists It kindled the falth in the revo-
Jutifon in the hearts of the milllung of German
Independent  workers. The  Congress of the
Communist Internationnl only summed up the
work of decades of revolutionary thought in
Germany; it demonstruted to the German lude-
pendent workers that the removal of the dead-
welght blocking the way to revolution, the break
with tbe Right leaders, would wmean union with
the International Revolutionary Proletarfat. In
spite of all the larricrs erected by the Lurecau-
cratic machinery of the German Independent
Soe, Dem, Party, the conference st llalle gave
expression to the feclings that are wide.awake
in the hearts of the millions of revolutionary
German workers. It reflected their readiness
to take the fleld for the realization of the
revolution; it wus a gignal to the whole world
that Germany was marching towards moment-
oitg revolutionary battles,

The Communist I'arty of Ruscia lLas stead-
tastly believed ip the revolutionary German
workers even when the German revolutionaries
spoke in tones of despair of the former's {n-
ertia. On that Listorical night at Drest Litovsk,
when newly-born, defenceless Soviet  Russia,
stood face to face with German Imperialism,
armed to the teeth, it put its card on -the
revolutionary proletariat of Germany And this

card has not folled {t, Novewber 1918 knocked
1'rest Litovsk over, At the moment when the
nuijority  of  Gien the  revolutionary  (German
werhe?8, cherisiing  democratic und paciftst il-
lusions, surpcndercd the cause of thelr eman-
ciajon inte (UMe hands of the compromicers,
tuto thoso of Wilkon, the Rusaian Communist
Party did not lose faith in tho German workore.
1t stretchied its hand out to them across the
lines of the German white guuards; it spoke
to them acro-s the fog of lies munufactured
by the German compromisers, and over the
heade of ‘the criminally silent Independents. In
w)l the contlicts of the German proletariat, the
Independent worker have fougnt and shed their
Llood side by side with our brethercs, the Ger
iman Communists. The Communist Party of Rus-
sia, and the <Communist International guied
by it in mercilessly criticising the German In-
depondent Party, and teariug the mask from
its face, have sought a way to, the bearts and
minds of the German Independent workingmen
cud have found ft, The majority of the German
Independent  workingmen sre with us; they
f:ave e¢penly gathered around the standard of
Communism; and we hail them, as comrades
in amws, with the profound conviction that the
struggle which they are waging will lead to
the liberativn of the German workers from
the yoke of Capitalism, from the boose of the
Versailles Peace; it will unite revolutionary
dermuhy with revolutionary Ruesia and will
hastcn the emauncipation of the International
P’raletariat

Theses on the National and Colonial Questions.

Adopted at ths Second Congress of the Communist Internationai.
A. THESES,

1. It is typical of bourgeols democracy by
fts very nature, to take an uhotract of formal
attitude towards the question of the colonles
in general, and to that of national equality ia
particular, Under the appearance of the equal
fty of human Uleings in gencral, bourgeois de.
mocracy proclaims the formal or jurldical cqual-
ity of the proprietor aud the proletarian, of
the exploiter and the the ,cxploiter, thereby
greatly deceiving the oppressxd classes, OOn the
pretext of absolute equality of human bcings,
the hourgeoisie converts the idea  of eqnality
which is in ftrelf but a reflection of the rela.
tions caused by commodity production, into an
instrument in the strugele aguinst the abolition
of classcs, But the 1eal essenre of the deuw:and
for equality i based on the demand for the
abolition of classes,

2, In conformity with its chivf task—the
struggle against bourgcols demorracy and the
denunciaticn of its lics and derceptions, the
Comrmunist Party, being the class conscious ex-
pression of the struggle of the prolctariat to
cast off the yoke of the bourgecisie, must not
advance any abstract and forinal principles on
the “npational question, but must first enalyse
the bhistorical, and before all, the economic
conditions second, it must clearly distinguish
the interests of the opprated classes, of the
toflers, of the exploited, from the general con.
ception of national Interests which in reality
meuns the interests of the ruling class: third,
it must equally . separate the oppresscd and
subject paticns from the dominating nations, in
contradistinction to the bourgeois domocratic
lies concealing the enslavement of a vast inajor-
ity of the population of the earth by an in.
significant minority of the advanced capitalist
nations, which {8 pcculiar to the epoch of
financial capital and imperialism.

3. The imperialist war of 1814 has demou.
strated ‘very clearly to all nations and to all
oppressed classes of the world the deceitful-
ness of bourgois democratic phraseology, That
war has been carried on on both sides under
the false motto of the freedom of nations and
national  selfdetermination, But the Brest.
Litovsk and Bukcharest peace on the one bhaud,
and the Versailles and Saint German peace on
the other, have shown how the bourgeolsie
establishes even “national” boundaries in con-
'l‘\".
tional’ boundaries are for the bourgeolsie
nothing but market commodities. The so-called
“leaguas of Nations" s nothing but an in.
surance policy In which the victors mutually
guarantee each other thelr prey. The striving
for the reconstruction of national unity and
of the “reunion of alientated territories” on the
part of the bourgeoisie, {8 nothing but an
attempt of the vanquirhed to gather forces for
new  wars, The reuniting of the nationalities
artificlally torn am under® corre~ponds also to
the interests of the proletarint, but real na-
tlonal frecdom and unity can be achieved by
the proletarfat only through  revelutionary
strugzle and by the overthrow of the bourgeolsle,
The l.ague of Natlons and the policy of the
imperialist powers after the war demonstrate
this «ven more clearly and definitely, making
the revolutionary * strugsle in the advunced
countrics more acute, Inereasing the forment
of he working massca of the colonies and the
subject  count.ies, and dispelling the middle
clusa nationalistic {llusion of the posrilility of
peaceful collchorutton and equality of natlons
uller capitalism, .

4. It follows from the fundamentul prine.
iples 1ald down above, that the poliey of he
Communist Intoruational on tha: *lational, and
Colonial  questious must be chlefly to bring
ubout a union of the prol:tariun aud working
masses of ull nations and conntries for a joiut
revolutiouary struggle leadiug to the overthrow

of capita'tim. without which national fnequality
and ovpression cannot be abalished.

G, The politicul situntion of the world at
present time has placed the question of the
fictutorship of the proletariat in the foreground,
and all the events of world politics are in-
veritably concentrating around one point, name.
1y, the efruggle of the bourgrois world azainst
the Russiun Soviet Republie, whihe is grouping
arcund Heelf the Soviet movements of the
vanguard of the workers of ull countries, and
all pational liberation movements of the colonial
sn £hject countries, which have been taught
oy bitter experience that there can be no
sulvation for them gatside of a unlon with the
revolutionary proletariat, and the triumph of the
Soviet power over imperialism

(to be continued in the “next Issue).
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