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5 E{'We‘ should and must construct Commun-
ist Society, not out of fantastic notions, but
from such materials as are at hand.”

+Lenin,

NO. 184. A

Communist International Warns World's Work-
ers 0f Capitalist Intrigue To Trick Russia.

REACTIONARIES READY TO UNDERMINE WORK-
ERS’ RULF. THRU FAMINE RELIEF MEASURES.
. o

Workers Urged To Demand No Political Infringement.

London.—The Daily Herald has re-
ceived by wireless the following of-
ficial manifesto to the Workers of the
World from the Executive Committee
of the Third Internationale:

“Soviet Russia is stricken by a
great national calamity, similar to
that which occured in 191. The great
drought, continuing from March to
June, has caused famine and distress
in the Volga provinces, which former-
ly yielded 30 per cent. of the entire
Russian harvest. Even seeds for the
coming season are non-existent. Twen-
ty million people are threatened with
hunger and death. Not only this, but
also next year. Famine is inevitably
accompanied by disease, which is
mowing down the already weakened
people. i3

“All these blows fall upon Soviet
Russig at the moment when she is
exhausted and well-nigh rpined by
seven years of imperialist and civil
wars ; when she is as yet unable either
to supplement the people’s economic
struggle by new forces or to remove
old wreckage. Soviet Russia fought
and suffered for the entire interna-
tional proletariat. Her bleeding
wounds she received in fighting the
world’s capitalism, not alone for the
Russian revolutionary proletariat, but
also for the world’s workers.

“The capitalists of all countries,
sian bourgeoisie to attack Russia, not
only in an effort to save the profits
formerly squeezed out of the Russian
geov\\-., but also to destroy the State

working class revolution, which be-
came a pillar of light indicating the
way to the awakening masses of all

el 30

make use of the famine in Russia—
after being defeated by the arms of
the Red army and the struggle of the
European_proletariat in their attacks
upon Russia—to reorganize this at-
tack under the mask of charity and
benevolence. Part of the capitalist
press declares openly and cynically:
‘Let the masses perish from famine
if they will not rise against the Soviet
Government.” The French Imperialist
Government sends troops and muni-
tions to Poland to prepare a base for
another attack on Soviet Russia, which
shall start in at the moment of deep-
est distress. The French diplomats are
endeavoring to involve Roumania, the
Baltic States and the Little Entente
in these criminal designs.

“The English and American® Gov-
ernments, which once vied with each
other in/ humanitarian phraseology,
now pretend to know nothing about
the misery of the Russian people.
Half furtively, however, they promise
help to Russia while hinting their
readiness to realize their promise if
Soviet Russia will allow her affairs
to be mapaged by their nominees amr
those of the Russian counter-revolu:
tionary bourgeoisie. This means that
they want the Russian. working class
to permit in return for a crust of
bread the organization of the counter-
revolution on Soviet soil; or, if the
Russian working class refuses to
cause rebellion, by starving the mas-
ses of proletarian men and women of
the entire world,

“Do not forget the blood of Russian
workers and peasants shed for your
sake. Do not forget the hunger which
they have suffered these three years
for the common working-class cause.
Do not forget that counter-revolu-
tionary attempts against the Russian
proletariat are attempts against you.
Prevent such designs by the world’s
capitalists, Nip them in the bud.

Against Any Conditions of Relief,

“The Communist Internationale in-
vites not only all Communist parties,
Red trade unions and co-operators,
but all honest workers, irrespective of
party, to force their respective Gov-
ernments to understand that they will
not tolerate preparations for a new
war against Russia, and that they will
not allow their Governments to make
any conditions in helping Soviet Rus-
sin.

“The Soviet Government, discarding
all party and political considerations,
has already invited the assistance of
the honest bourgeoisie parties, whose
conscience and humanity have assert-
od themselves, They urflerstand that
the Boviet Government wishes to help

all eléients in distress and all sound |

operate with it in combating the

famine.

“But it is not only a question of
preventing counter-revolutionary de-
signs, The international proletariat
must also give active help to the Rus-
sian masses. We know you are poor
yourselves and have not surplus
bread; but we also lnow that wher-
ever misfortune befalls a working
family the poorest workers help more
readily than the rich who indulge in
philanthropy.

“We appeal to all Communist par-
ties and Red trade unions, to all labor
organizations and parties wishing to
help the Russ\i‘an people, to start work
immediately. The time has come to
show to whom international working
class solidarity is a mere phrase and
to whom it is deed and truth.

Calls on World’s Workers for Relief.

“We suggest to the Communist par-
ties of all countries that they estab-
lish immediate connection with all
Tabor organizations to create joint re-
lief committees with a view to col-
lecting money to purchase food and
medicines. Every shipload of bread
sent by workers’ organizations into
the famine districts will stiffen the
determination of Russian workers in
their fight against famine, It will de-
monstrate practically to the suffering
that they are not alone in the nard
struggle against the capitalist world
which seeks to profit by their hunger,
but that there is mutual aid among
the international working-class fami-
ly, which shares its last crust of bread
with its suffering comrades.

“To work, working men and women
of all countries! To the great work
of* relieving the distressed in Soviet

Ruggiq! Long live interna
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Humahlty With a Proviso '

Herbert Hoover, Secretary of. Com-
merce and head of the American
Relief Administration, replied to
Maxim Gorky's appeal for aid in re-
lieving the-famine that is stalking
through Russia, by assuring Gorky
of America’s sympathy and promising
help—on certain conditions.

These conditions are of such a na-
ture that when Hoover declares that
the “whole American people” sub-
scribes to them, the American work-
ers enter a most vehement protest
against his pretending to present the
viewpoint of the American Workers
at any time and at this time and in
this matter in particular.

The “whole American people” does
not demand the release of the Amer-
icans held prisoners in Russia. The
“whole American people” does not
demand that the Relief Commission
shall be given practically free hand
to dispense charity in Russia,

The workers of America declare
that to make such conditions for as-
sisting the Soviet Government in re-
lieving the acute distress of the Rus-
sian people, is not only preposterous,
but barbarous.

They declare that any one who
dares make such conditions speaks,
not in the name of sympathy or
humanity, but with the savagery that
arose during the war and evidently
has not yet vanished.

The workers of Russia are starving.
After seven years of war and three
years of blockade, a drought has set
in which has burnt up the crops.
During the blockade years the peas-
ants could not procure the farming
machinery necessary to carry on in-
tense agricultural ‘work. Millions of
workers were at the front, defending
the Revolution against imperialist
vultures that were fighting to over-
throw the Soviet power. Now, with no
reserve to fall back on, with the soil
gaping from the extreme drought, at
least ten million people are threaten-
ed with famine,

“Release my seven Apmerican
citizens or I will starve your ten mil-
lion men, women and children!” To
Hoover it is quite immaterial that
gome of these imprisoned American
citizens have been engaged in direct
counter-revolutionary work against
the Soviet Government, One was a
Red Cross worker, serving under
General Wrangel against Soviet Rus-
gia, Splendid occupation this, for a
Red Cross worker!

To Hoover it is immaterial that
what he demands is that Soviet Rus-

Al

sia abrogate her laws to suit his,
Hoover’s, fancy!

Hoover may forget, and the capital-
ist class that he represents may want
to forget, but the workers of Amer-
ica will not forget that there are
scores of Russians in American
prisons, sent there because they dared
to assert what Wilson openly but
belatedly said, viz., that the war was
a commercial war for commercial ad-
vantage.

There are Russians in American
prisons who were seized and arrested
illegally. There are Russians who
were brutally tortured and hounded
out of this free land for daring to be
patriotic for their native land!

Nor does the American worker de-
mand that the Relief Commission
shall aperate at its own sweet will
and according to its own pleasure.
Soviet Russia is a sovereign state. It
is a government of"the workers, with
laws created by and for the workers.
Into the American worker’s head there
is constantly being hammered the
demand that he respect the law. The

L American worker now demands that,

in aiding the workers of Russia, the
Relief Commission shall respect the
Russian law and abide by the regula-
tions of the Soviet uuthoritie;.

Furthermore, although Hoover may
not recognize it, his agreement that
the Relief workers will not engage in
political activity against the Soviet
Government is a tacit admission that
their record in this ‘respect has not
been too clean, Facts have incriminat-
ed them too often. The Soviet author-
ities state officially that the “Amer-
icans imprisoned in Russia have either
been convicted of crimes against the
laws of the country or are held as
sifes, Every case of an accusation is
based on documents given irrefutable
proof of guilt and on the confessions
of the accused.”

In making - the second-mentioned
condition, Hoover is well aware that
he is acting the hypocrito. He knows
that the Society of Friends has been
engaged in relief work in Russia for
gome time. They are not molested but
are given every assistance to facilitate
their work,

| He knows that all Russians are

working as a unit in this erisis. Party
lines have vahished as far as relief is
concerned. Communists, Cadets, Mo-
derate Socialists, Tolstoyans, promi-
nent public men of all shades of opinion
and literary men have formed a single
body to save the starving children,
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REBELLIOUS WORKERS

DOWN AGAINST BOSSES AND GENERAL
. STRIKE IS AGITATED.

By JAY G. ARR.

(Special to “The Toiler”)

San Francisco and the Bay Cities
are in the throes of a bitter labor
warfare, a fight that bids fare to an-
nihilate the aspirations of one of the
contending parties. Capital is busy
pushing the “open”shop” fight into
the enemy’s te:ritory, and Labor is
resisting the attack with the grim de-
termination of one battling for its
very existance.

The fight here has reached a crisis.
The marine workers are demoralized.
The Sailors’ Union hias been split wide
open. The vast majority of the mem-
bership, seeing the fruits of victory
fading into spacé are sorely disil-
lusioned and are groping helplessly
in the air for some wise Moses to
lead them out of the bondage that
they find themselves rapidly slipping
into. Andy Furu their kindly
Moses of yesterday, has'just reached
the city in the vain hope of saving
the pieces, but his task is hopeless.
The union has split three ways, the
majority are on the point of joining
the One Big Union and the I. W. W,
while a pitiable ﬁfﬂty is staying
with the sinking hop(iing b:f:m:;
hope that its rotten an er
tin‘:bera will weat'“ the storm. For
the want of a nghn t leader with
vision and ability, 8o hold the member-
ship intact in whatever course of ac-
tion it takes the ’s outlook looks

hopeless, e

While the Seamen’s strike looks
hopeless and We the building
trades’ lockout ig developing a germ
that may spread ruthlessly as a plague
and eat into the heart of the “open
shop” fight and se n the Chamber of
Commerce scattering, A big job, I'll
agree, but look! o me the poten-
tial Jdes are inde ’yromhing when
from out of a bo#¥ ridden ‘org‘niu-
tion a rank novement springs

d shouts im the teeth of its
‘l?ld::l, “Stop, your dilly dallying
tactics are sendin@ s headlong along
the path of dist f; .Btopdovmoff
your high perch i ‘¢lear the d“r:lk.’
for this fight 1sjgue 1 ht, the r
and file's. You hlkve divided us too
long. Away ¥ you! United we

y f . w on'"

(Continued on page 2.)
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TRIKE IMMINENT IN SAN FRANCISCO

ORGANIZE FOR SHOW-

itself within the building trades. They
call themselves the Conference Com-
mittee of the Building Trades Unions
of the Bay District. They have come
out flatfooted and have challenged
the right of the reactionary labor of-
ficials to control the destinies of the
rank and file. They have issued » call
to all members of the building trades
to recognize them as the only ones
capable of turning defeat into victory,
and to date they are succeeding ad-
mirably. 2
For The General Strike,

Listen to one of their appeals. It
breathes the spirit of a new militant
labor movement in this country.
«, ... Systematically, they (the capit-
alists) have attacked craft after craft
in city after city, and have WON
EVERY ONSLAUGHT.

“_ . .The attacks have been launched
against every workers' organization
by a ONE BIG UNION OF BUSI-
NESS. Against it we are opposing
our separatq crafts ome at a time.
AND ALL ARE GOING TO DE-
FEAT, (Capitals theirs.)

“Our unions, our only means of
defense, are a hangover in form from
the days of small industry and isolated
crafts. THEY ARE BEING LICKED
by a MODERN FIGHTING MACHINE
IN ENORMOUS TRUSTS AND
UNITED IN ONE BIG BUSINESS
COMBINE, We have been sending out
one regiment at a time against an
army. That way pointa to suicide for
the labor movement.

“Our masters are banking on our
division. ‘Divide and Conquer’, is their
slogan. The steel industry, the coal in.
dustry, the railroad workers, the long-
ghoremen, the builders, the marine
workers—one at a time they have
been cut off from the main army of
labor, attacked and defeated. Now it
is San Francisco’s turn, and we're
talling into the trap. After the build-
ers, the cooks. After the cooks, the
bakers. After the bpkers, my union,
‘then YOUR'S. lsolated, we ghall be
whipped and driven into slavery. WE

! < & 0of iInhumanity ;
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Relief Will Pave
Way to Recognition

AMERICAN CAPITALISTS' DESIRE
FOR SOVIETS' FALL IS SEEN AS
ONE BASIS FOR RELIEF OFFER.

By Laurence Todd
Federated Press Staff Correspondent,

Washington.—Formal
by Herbert Hoover to Walter L.|
Brown, European director of the
American Relief Administration, to
proceed from London to Riga to open
negotiations with the Russia govern-
ment for American famine relief
work in Russia is assumed here to
mark the turning of the tide of Amer- |
ican official policy toward Russia.
Thus far the American government !
has attacked Russia’s working class
republic from without. Its attacks
have resulted only in the unification
of revolutionary Russia behind the
Communist administration to defy all
foreign invasions,
Now comes the great opportunity
to undermine the Communists from
within Russia, through the distribu-
tion of food and medicines to millions
of famine sufferers through Amer-
ican agents,
Whatever the plans of Hoover, his
following contains great numbers of
people who count upon him to some-
how spring a surprise attack on the
Moscow government which will de-
stroy the only non-capitalist regime
in any considerable country on earth,
However, it must be assumed that
Lenin and Kameneff are likewise
bearing in mind the political work of
Hoover’s organization, and are pre-
paring to see that Hoover’s pledge to
abstain from propaganda against the
Russian government is faithfully ob-
served.

Beginning of Good Will.
Vast quantities of American food-
stuffs and medicines and clothing will
now be gathered by the American
Relief Association and shipped to
Russia for distribution. Appeals in
the name of common humanity will
be issued, the effects of years of pro-

notification

come, and gradually the whole-heatred
American nation must be mobilized
to give to save the Russian people
from # calamity which could easily
have been met had not the United
States and its allies blockaded the
Russian people for the past four
years,

The quick release of American
prisoners in Russia, when the request
for their release took on an official
character through the visit of Senator
France and the note from Hoover to
Gorky, has made a favorable impres-
sion in Washington. There is a grow-
ing body of opinion that the resump-
tion of trade relations with Russia
and final recognition of the Russian
Socialist Federated Soviet republic
will develop from the better under-
standing which must follow the deal-
ings of the relief administration with
Moscow.

But there is no division of opinion
on the main issue—that American
capitalism will fight to the last, by
force or by trick and device, to de-
stroy the Russian socialization of in-
dustries. It will lose no opportunity
to discredit and ‘slander the Russian
system, whose success would imperial |
capitalism everywhere, |
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TO ESTABLISH MINERS
PAPER.

Topeka, Kan.—A weekly publica-
tion, moving pictures and a stumping
tour throughout the state will be used
by Kansas labor in its drive against
the Industrial Court within a short
period, according to W. E. Freeman,
president of the Kangas Federation of
Labor. The weekly paper 18 expected
to be astablished at Fort Scott with

- PRICE FIVE CENTS.

Europe Works
For Soviets.

TANTALIZING CONTRACTS
INVITE SCANDINAVIA TO
GRANT RECOGNITION.

By HELEN AUGUR,
Federated Press Staff Correspondent.

Stockholm, Sweden (By Mail), —
Norway and Denmark will soon sign
trade treaties with Soviet Russia, it
is confidently expected here. By a
gkillful application of the famons
Chicherin tactics Russia now has the
three countries eatingy out of her
hand.

The big business press is at this
moment demanding recognition of
the Russian government along the
lines of the Russo-German treaty of
two months ago. If recognition is not
accorded contracts now placed here
for 250,000,000 kronen (about $53,-
000,000) worth of goods will be div-
erted to German and British manu-
facturers, says Russia. Just to
dramatize this threat Russia has in
fact for two months been diverting
contracts.

P. M. Kergentzeff, president of the
Russgian trade delegation in Stock-
holm, looks as if he were here to stay.
The mission has the impressive sta-
bility of the Standard Oil Company,
but Swedish manufacturers with con-
tracts to negotiate must sit under the
searching gaze of Lenin, Marx, Trotz-
ky and even Zinoviev. They find Ker-
gentzeff ndt disconcerting at all, but
a keen, jolly man with the intellectual
breadth of the cultured Russian.

Sure of Treaty.

He traced briefly the year’s trade
developments in Sweden.

“In May, 1920, a working agree-
ment was concluded between the two
countries which enabled us to do busi-
ness to the amount of about 60,000,-
000 kronen,” he said. “We bought here
mainly rolling stock and various rail-
road supplies. In Jun2, two years after

‘we had won recognition from Eng-

favorable trade conditions were ac-
corded us here our business would
have to move on.”

“Yes, we'll no doubt get the trea-
ty,” said Kergentzeff, “and due to the
delicate interrela‘ionship of the three
Scandinavian countriés we expect to
sign simultaneous treaties with Nor-
way and Denmark.”

Russia, of course, hasn't much to
buy from Norway and Denmark but
fish, electrical appliances and agri-
cultural machinery. But the adjoining
northern coasts of Russia and Nor-
way have from time immemorial been
a peaceful frontier like that between
the United States and Canada. And
while Russia waits for the United
States to make an economic allaince,
every European factory must work
for her—even Czecho-Slovakia is
manufacturing locomotives for Rus-
sia.

“There are two chief things that
only America can supply us,” said
Kergentzeff, “great quantities of
farm machinery, electrical apparatus,
automobiles, shoes, clothes, rolling
stock—and second, the energy and
technique to build up great industries,

“Russia geographically is like Amer-

jca—once developed she will be a
completely self sufficing country. But
in order to bring about this economic
independence we must go through a
period of borrowing business and
engineering skill from the United
States and Germany.”

0
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ANOTHER CUT DEMANDED.
(By The Federated Press.)

New York.——Living conditions have
“oased up” considerably, in the view

Alexander Howat and Jake Sheppard,
his attorney, as editors. The moving
pictures will be confined to visual
descriptions of conditions in the Kan-
sas mines,

Lille.—~French labor as represent-
ed by the Confederation Generale du
Travail will continue adhesion to the
Amsterdam  internationale; 1,666
delegates’ votes favored Amsterdam
to 1,348 for affiliation with Moscow!

Oakland, Calif.—The cases of James
H, Dolsen, J. A. Ragsdale and C. A.
Tobey, mccused of violation of the
state criminal syndicalism act, are
now set for August 15, at which time
it is expected that the state supreme
court will hand down its decision on

|ALL HAVE TO FIGHT IN TURN.
WHY NOT FIGHT TOGETHER? The
worker who says, ‘Wait 'till our trade

{n attacked’, is playing into the hands

the test case of John C. Taylor, now
before it on appeal. After this de-
cision i given it is also expected that
the uppellate court will decide on the

RS

y of the National Publishers’' Associa-
tion which, meeting in the sumptuous
. quarters of the Engineers’ club here,
adopted a resolution/ demanding that
| the employing printers of New York
{serve nmotice upon Typographical
Union No. 6 that the existing scale
of wages to printers must be reduced
at the expiration of the present con-
tract on October 1 or the matter sub-
mitted to arbitration, The time-hon-
ored and ever-useful threat also was
hinted at to the effect that unless

forth in the resolution “a huge volume
of magazine publication in this city

Fhe National Pubilshers’ Asso
tion controls about 80 per ce
magazine output of ::

“Big Six" agrees to the terms met

v

will be transferred elsewhere” .
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\PPEAL. TO PROLETARIAN PARENTS.
By EDWIN. HOERNLE.

ﬁg installments.The pamphlet may be

of the above title published in Berlin by the Executive Committee of the Young Co :
obtained of The Toiler by remitting 5c per copy. " :

: T CHILDREN’S GR;OUPS AND THEIR TASKS.

\ It is to thﬂ credit of the Communist Youth Organizations that
7 T M were the first to recognise the far reaching importance of
“W"“M educational work for the proletarian struggle and
for thﬁ future of the proletarian class. It is the duty of all prole-
tarian parents and of all other adult proletarians as well to assist
the communist youth in this, their most important work. We will
no longer expose our children to the uncontrollable influences of
the streets of the metropoles. We will no loniger permit tutors and
m of a christian government, serving the counter revolution,
to teach proletarian children. We will no longer abstain from plant-
W lﬁto the souls of our children the seeds of Socialism, of the
revolutionary conception of life. The more so. as we are in the
midst of a bitter revolutionary struggle, The more so, as our
children in the course of a few years will have to help us in this
struggle. He is not struggling for the wellfare of the class who is
not conscious of the duty of the revolutionary proletariat towards
the proletarian children.

In what manner shall we educate our children? How can we
keep them away from the pernicious influence of the street, of the
gchool, of the whole bourgeois society? Shall we create for our
children communist islands in the midst of the stormy sea of hour-
geois life?

~ No, that we cannot and will not do! Our children must be
educated in the environments within which they are destined to
struggle later on. If today the street is their home, we shall not
take them from the street, but open their eyes, so that they will
see the street with our eyes, with the eyes of revolutionary prole.
tarians, with the eyes of the class conscious socialists. If the child
is obliged to go to the bourgeoig scheol, wd shall not attempt to
keep him away from that school, but shall try to counteract the
influence of the bourgeois school, reyolutionising it not only from
without, but, with the help of the children themselves, also from
within.

To this end we are organizing the proletarian children in
Children’s Groups. Here we will talk to them and play with them,
read and work and make excursions with them, and grow with
them as well, The Communist Children’s Groups are to be our
nursery from which the communist children will go forth to their
schools, to their tenement houses and their play grounds, in order
to enlighten their comrades and take up in the schools the battle

. against the influences of the church and of nationalism, of every
institution hostile to the workers,

We do not but doubt that, influenced by the spirit of the Com-

Chxldrens Groups, many a proletarian child will prove

: ,jg rousing and b@kmg p his parents. The object of

15t Chi G¥otips is therefore to make the prole-

hﬁun children take their place in the work and in the struggle of
their class, and to educate them to be revolutionaries.
At a time of the charlatan-like doings of the bourgeois relief action
in the sign of the slogan “Children in Need!” at that very time,
Xmas 1920, gathered at Berlin for the first time the leaders of the
Communist Children’s Groups for a conference decided to begin
and carry on in every district an energetic propaganda for the
Communist Children’s Groups Movoment. Quietly and gurely, with-
out any noise, without being advertised in any way, was called
into life the proletarian relief action. Not with gold nor with money
can the proletariat help their children, but it can demand of the
bourgeois government, it can demand of the bourgeois community
and it can furthermore struggle for the realization of these
demands and, last not least, teach their children to participate in
that struggle within the limits given by their feeble power of
course.

We do not wish to hear anything of the so-called pedagogical
objections maintaining that the children would not know enough
& to recognize the underlying ideas, that they should not be thaught
: to recognize the underlying ideas, that they should not be taught
the child understands why it is to sing in the school Deutschland
Ueber Alles, My country 'tis of Thee, or God save the King? Does
it, perhaps, know why bourgeois teachers and bourgeois kinder-
garten nurses exhort him to be brave, obedient, industrious, pious
and thrifty? Why is it told that the Lord has done everything
: well? Does it understand why his father or mother or brother are
| being insulted, persecuted, fined, jailed or even shot? No pedagog-
‘ jcal phrases, however nioely sounding, will keep the bourgeois class
from educating the proletarian children in its morals and in its
opinions, The proletariat possesses no means to protect their
children against the bourgeois world, the contact with which al-
ways leaves a harsh impression upon the young and is often, very
often, painful for them, So, what can we do? Shall we, the strug
gling class, abstain from explaining to our children why we mus
struggle, and why they themselves must struggle some day? Shall
the proletarian mother not explain to her hungry child the reason

mun S
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are being asked by our children: Father, why are you on strike? |

out of work? Shall we remain neutral and say nothing when our

children repeat to us the lies and the inciting words of their bour-

geois school fellows ? When the children read in the papers lies and

abuse and ask us about it, ghall we say: You do not understana

that? No, we say to our children: Be proud of the strikers, proud

of those demonstrating, proud of the comrades languishing in jails,
A BCOFCOM

By N, BUCHAUMUN’SM

'hq aook English Readers Have Long Wanted. Just what
m ‘m. says—a hook easily read, centaining the essentials
« m philosophy, the new tactics of militan: Com-

of the parents, brothers and acquaintances who

THE "

streetbattles for the cause of World Revolution, . 4

And again we shall say to our children: be pro \

called a communist! Do not be afraid of being cal}oﬂ w name! |

It does you honor!

Away with the commonplaces of nonpolitical

children! Away with them, in the

have become political long ago through the in
and life. They do not grow up in the glass housa.
educational institution, but in the very midst of th'e

tainted streets, schoolg and play

Therefore we have no use for neutral children’s .,’-
with no party, but need definitely socialist childrem

the guidance of the most decided

on of the

face of the fact that our children

grounds of the be

part of the proleta

of which is always ready for sacrifices: the Communists

(Contmued next \\cel\ ) &

IS GREAT BRITAIN

RIPE FORWHE S0-

CIAL REVOLUTION? &

By DAVID S. REISZ.

Some of those who are inclined to
consider a large-scale strike as con-
taining revolutionary  possibilities,
looked upon the recent coal miners’
strike in Great Britain, as the fore-
runner of the Social Revolution in
that country. Had the railroad and
dock workers aiso ioined the miners,
thus showing a solidarity of the Triple
Alliance, some revolutionists would
have considered it as a certainty that
the Social Revolution was being
started in Great Britain,

It is a matter of general knowledge
as to how the miners’ strike ran its
course. If there was a danger of a
Social Revolution in Great Britain,
while it lasted, there does not seem
to be any at the present time. The
British Government has contributed a
subsidy of ten million pounds sterling
to the coal industry.

‘A subsidy to an industry is no
novelty. Many a government has
subsidized new industries “in order to
develop home industry.” But to the
writer’s knowledge, this is the first
time that an industry has been sub-
sidized, when that industry is one of
the oldest and largest in the coumry

Decline of Coal [ndustrv

It is needless to quote statistics to
show that coal mining is a large and
important industry in Great Britain;
that in competing with the capitalists
of other nations, Great Britain was
until recently able to undersell them
in the home market, and that British
capitalists could export coal more
cheaply than many competing, coal
producing nations.

The coal mines of Great Britain that
can be worked profitably on a com-
petitive basis against those of the
rest of the coal producing countries,
are getting fewer, while the number
of British coal miners, proportioned to
the coal mines in operation, are more
numerous. Jobs were getting fewer
while miners became more plentifui,
According to the capitalistic, so-called
law of supply and demand, the coal
miners were therefore required
work for considerable less wages.

The coal miners of Great Britain
struck. They refused to work as
cheaply as the mine owners demanded,
Had there been a rigorous application
of the so-called law of supply ‘and
demand, there would have been a fight
to the finish between the coal miners
of Britain, on one hand, and the mine
owners of Britain, on the other.

The so-called law of supply and
demand is invoked by the capitalists
whenever they wish to prove to the
workers their helplessness. When the

workers disvegard the explanations of
| the defenders of Capitalism; when the
| workers insist that they get paid
“more than the industry can bear,”
and when the workers threaten the
existence of the other capitalists also:

for his being hungry ? Shall we keep shamefacedly silent when we |

Mother, why do you go to demonstrations? Brother, why are you |

when they threaten the existence of

Capitalism itself—the existence of the
British Government, as it happened

to be in this case, then by common
consent the so-called law of supply
and demand is set aside. Another
principle takes its place.

The subsidy “granted” by the

British Government to the coal in.
dustry, may be subject to several in-
terpretations, 1) As setting aside the
so-called law of supply and demand,
2) As a tax on other industries to
favor a particular one. 8) As u pay-
ment by the capitalist class of Great
Britain to the miners in order to us-
sure the continuance of its income on
m inyestments in the British Domin-
ions, colonies, “protectorates.”

Not all interpretations have been
given here. To approach this subsidy
from different angles the questions
could b asked: What has the so-called
law of supply and demand to do with
this subsidy? Do the workers or the
smployers in other industries pay it?

ence does the government of Bri.
tain get the sum it pays out as & sub.

, | economic revolutio

to |

sidy? Do the British coal miners or
the owners get the stbsidy ?

Purpose Of The Subsidy.

A great many other interesting
questions could be asked. For us, how.-
ever, the question of importance is:
How does the subsid aﬁ'ect the work-
ing class?

There is reason’ to belleve that the

subsidy to the coﬂ industry, ha.s for
the time being, ' averted a possibly

successful attem ;t the Social RQ-
volution,
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Changing Forms of Empire.

Statistics show tha ihe production
of coal and iron in Weat Britain, is
not as efficient now gq formerly, as
compared to that of ether industrial
nations. Furthermotéy the importation
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Althoigh, for the time being, the
coal industry in yritam is’ :gge@ving a
subsidy, a perpetual subs(dy to its
obsolescent industrigs is out of the
| question, Britl¢ (;apit;l that cannot
rely any more on the patriotism of its
workmﬁ class to commit suicide in
war, will have to continue for a while
the subsidy to the coal industry and
perhaps institute new subsidies and
unemployment funds, and at the same
time it will stimulate the emigx?
of the British workers to the Br tisp
Dominions. Unless depopulation in
Great Britain goes hand in hand with
the decline of its mduatry, the sub-
sidies will have t& be continued, or
the Social Revolution will take place

Possibilities of Rgvolutiqg.

Judging by its industrial develop-
ment alone, seeing that its industries
are on the decline, England is already
overripe for the Social Revolution.
Home industry alone could not per-
petuate British capitalism; the sub-
sidy is an evidence of that. Let us
examine what connection there is be-
tween the Dominions and the pos-
sibility of the Social Revolution in
Great Britain.

Revolts in Indid, Egypt, Persia and
other British “protectorates,” indicate
the possibility that they may enforce
“Self Determination.” The fact that
Great Britain insisted in its Trade
Agreement with Soviet Russia that it
cease to agitate against Great Bri-
tain in the Dominions, shows how
yaluable those countries are consider-
ed to be to British interests.

But the trade agreement entered
into by Soviet Russia, has no binding
force on the Communist International
nor on the dissatisfied nationalistic
elements in British Dominions. The
Communist International well knows
tha_t it ig easier to cause a revolution
‘in Great Britain by depriving the
British capitalists of the profits -from
their investments in the Dominiong,
thm by agitating among Brituh wa
ixt-l&ers who are as yet bp,lgedq by q
ies or wm'p loyed rel ef.

munist Internntionai "ﬂelf Determi-
nation” will mean not merely the
demand of an independent government
from Great Britain, but also a refusal
to pay tribute to the British capital-
ists. Furthermore it will result in the
establishment of favorable trade re-
lations between communist govern-
ments and former British Dominions.
Aside from worldwide trade competi-
tion, when this will have been ac-
complished on a large scale, then will
the workers in Britain be enabled to
perform the Social Revolution.

HUMANITY WITH PRO-
VYISO

(Continued from page 1.)

women and men of Russia,

There is another consideration
which undoubtedly moves Hoover to
be kind to Russia. He agrees not to
engage in Russian politics providing
his relief staff is given free hand,
But—Hoover hopes to create in Rus-
sia what he has created in other coun-
tries he has helped to relieve, what 1is
commonly called a “grand feeling”
for us rich Americans! Prestige only
comes America’s way if Hoover gets
all the credit.

Oreate friendships has been Hoover's
glogan. Trade folows friendship.
Hoover, in this instance, takes the
place of the Christian missionary, of
whom it is said that he taught the
native sTnners how to pray so that
the capitalists could follow and prey.
Hoover however, iz missionary and
promoter for the capitalist class all
in one, for is he not also Secretary of
Commerce ?

If this is Hoover's game in Russia,
for once his game will not work. Be-
cause Russia is Soviet Russia, and as
such has a collective proletarian brain
more capable than the collective
capitalist brain of }loover and his
backers.

The people of Soviet Rugsia are ob-

taining only a half pound of bread a
day. Workers in npi, districts are

lvlw a day's ration a week. So-
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»Wopment of Trade in S(met Russla.

By EUGENE VARGA.

(From “Moscow”.)

A foreigner in Soviet Russia at
present will no doubt remark of the
lively trade being carried on in Mos-
‘cow and other Russian cities. This
appears to be in contradiction with
the economic system of Communism,
We must firgt of all, point out how-
ever, that the period of the dictator-
ship of the proletariat is not yet the
era of Communism, In this period of
transition, therefore, trade within
certain limits is justifiable.

But it is a fact that a year ago,
for example, trade activity in Russia
was much slighter than it is today.
This is a consequence of the change
in the economic policy of Soviet Rus-
sia, which was initiated by the aboli-

and | tion of the government monopoly of
' all agricultural products and the levy

of a tax in kind. The basic idea of the
ion | monopoly system was that the agri-
cultural population was obliged to
surrender to the state its entire sur-
plus of foodstuffs, after deducting
the portion required for the feeding
of the members of the family and for
carrying on the establishment, in
return for which the proletarian State
was to place at the disposal of the
peasants all the products of industry
they required. Under that system
there could be no legal trade, as all
the surplus food, according to the
law, belonged to the State, Under the
system of the present tax in kind,
on the contrary, the peasant can freely
dispose of all his products, after he
has paid his tax in kind. The peasant
is thus enabled to exchange the sur-
plus of his products for articles of
the non nationalized small industry.

It will of course occur to everybody
to ask the question: why did not So-
viet Russia take this course from the
very beginning, why was the system
of ‘State monopoly introduced at all?
The answer to this question is very
simple: as long as Russia was oklig-
ed to carry on war, the government
was compelled to lay claim to every-
thing the population possessed, in
order to be able to feed the army and
the indigent population of the cities,
The State monopoly of all the pro-
ducts of peasant agriculture was a
necessity of war that became unten-
able as soon as the war ceased,

It was untenable for various rea-
sons. First, because is was possible
while the war lasted and the defense
of Souviet R\lssla against its external
fc-es was bemg conducted, to make
the ‘wndted. million pessants pnder-
stand why they had to surrender their
surplus to the State, And the peasants
for the greater part yielded to this
necessity voluntarily, because the
struggle against the foreign enemy
meant not only the protection of the
Soviet power, of the proletarian dic-
tatorship, but at the same time ‘the
protection of the property of the soil
gained by the peasants during and
by the revolution,

The peasants knew full well that if
either Denikin or Wrangel or Kol-
chak succeeded im overthrowing the
power of the Soviet government, it
would signify the return of the great
landowners and the reversion to the
latter of the land taken by the peas-
ants, Because they were aware of this
fact, the peasants were prepared to
accept the system of State monopoly.
The same trend of thought that kept
millions of peasants in the Red Army
as fighters for the proletarian power,
which they otherwise did not entirely
favour, made the system of State
monopoly for them, if not entirely
agreeable, at any rate toleralle,

On the cessation of the defensive
war, this system had to be given ap.
It had all the more to be abandoned, as
the injurious economic consequences
of the system were undeniable, For
it was a contradiction, that on one
hand the peasant was the de facto
private owner of his land and his other
|means of production, and on the other
hand, under the system of monopoly,
was only permitted to keep a part of
the proceeds of his labor, whether
great or small, for the sustenante of
his family, There was congequently no
stimulus for the peasant private owner
to produce very much. That was the
reason why the cultivated area since
1916 constantly diminished (the grain
monopoly was already then introduced
by the Czaristic government.) This
diminution of the cultivated area, the
noticeable tendency on every hand of
a return to the antiquated form of
uel!-sutﬂcinx home productxpn. could
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only be prevented by abolishing the
monopoly and enabling the peasant
private owner to increase his income
by more intensive labor, Such is the
economic significance of this transi-
tion.

Naturally the aim of the proletarian
government is to confine trade within
cerfain limits. This is accomplished in
two ways: first, by the monopoly of
the means of transport; and secondly,
by lending every support to coopera-
tive societies, which appear to be the
proper bodies to place all the surplus
products of the peasants, without the
intervention of the middle men for
exchanging these for industrial pro-
ducts, at the disposal of the working
population of the State monopoly and
the introduction of the tax in kind, in
connection with the permigsion of
local trade, is therefore no retrogres-
sion, as the Mensheviks of all coun-
tries declare but simply the abolition
of war measures, which have become
untenable on the return of peace.

GENERAL STRIKE IM-
MINENT IN 'FRISCO.

(Continued from page 1.)
of the master class. OUR ONLY
STRENGTH IS IN OUR UNITY.

“...And so the building workers
have appealed to us. They are fighting
valiantly, a losing fight. They are
fighting our fight, AND WE HAVE
BEEN LETTING THEM FIGHT IT
ALONE. Fighting alone they will be
beaten. Fighting alone my union will
be beaten, Fighting alone your union
will be beaten, and six months or a
yvear from now THERE WILL BE
NO WORKERS’ ORGANIZATION
ON THE AMERICAN CONTINENT.

“Let us not deceive ourselves. Fight-
ing together, we may still be beaten.
But let us not give in without a strug-
gle. In the name of our toiling mil-
lions, in the name of our ancient bat-
tle and vicetories, in the name of our
children, in the name of our greater,
longer, and harder fight for ultimate
emancipation from the curse of the
wages system with its unemployment
and degradation, in the name of our
manhood, let us not give in until we
have tried our greatest weapon, our
untried strength, our last {line of
defense—A GENERAL STRIKE.

“It need not be a long strike. But
it must be a united strike. There must
be no traitors, A general strike is a
test, a test of solidarity, a test of

ower, a DEMONSTRATION‘o! pow-

out together, and go back together,

we are whipped, and our last weapon
broken in our own hands. The master
class will then have nothing more to
fear, and can forge ever haavier
chains of wage cut .and lenghting
hours, and degrading conditions, for
the beaten slaves of our day and
generation and mayhap for our chil-
dren.

“BUT IF WE GO OUT TOGETHER,
STAY OUT TOGETHER, AND GO
BACK ON CALL TOGETHER, WE
WILL HAVE SHOWN THE IN-
DUSTRIAL TYRANTS OUR POWER
—WE WILL HAVE SHOWN OUR-
SELVES OUR POWER. Then in the
proud consciousness of our power, we
can say to the master class:

“*You have seen our solidarity, you
have seen our determination, you have
felt our power. For a few days, we
have stopped every wheel in your
profit machine. The machinery in
which you enslaye us thru the owner-
ship of our jobs, has proved worthless
without our labor. That was but a
taste. Take care lest you provoke us
to use it again, and on a wxder scale
and with bigger aims’”.

I know it is not customary to quote
80 much,but your correspondent knows
that an attempt at organizing a gen-
eral strike is rare in this country and
should be studied in all its movements
whenever attempted, and as a move-
ment is known by its manifestos, the
above should prove interesting,

The little group that is attenpting
this big task is working day and
night lining up unions in their cause.
They are meeting success. A number
of unions have thrown their lot with
the rebels, others are balloting on the
proposition now. P. H, McCarthy and
his labor skates are “scared”., He is
keeping the telegraph lines East busy
emploring International officers of
the different unions to forbid the
strike. They are responding daily, but
still the rebels work with religious
fervor,
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WHEN GREEKS BEAR GIFTS.

One should not look a gift horse in the mouth, is an aged
saying which is balanced by an axiom equally as aged—beware of
the Greeks bearing gifts,

Capitalist governments are giving expression to a hope that
the Soviets will not commit a violation of bourgeois manners with
a too close scrutiny of their relief offers in the present famine
situation which has followed the excessive drought.

And yet, there is need for caution in this matter on the part
of the Soviets, a fact they are well aware of. True to form the
capitalistic governments, press and “philantropic” agencies are
using the Russian hunger situation as a weapon against the Rus-
sian Workers’ Republic gnd its form of government. With inuendo,
lies, misrepresentation and an open advocacy of making the over-
throw of the Soviets the price of relief, they are attempting to do
what they have not been able to do with arms and the blockade—
the destruction of the beginning of Communism in Russia.

For four years the capitalist nationg of the world have been
in a conspiracy against the Soviets. Every available means has
been brought to bear upon the Workers’' government. Wars, in-
trigues, conspiracies, counter-revolutions, have been fostered with
capitalist government funds, including our own, without avail. The
Soviets have heroically and gloriously withstood every assault.
The case seemed hopeless for capitalism and it hag been steadily
making peace with Russia and establishing relations of trade and
commerce.

The excessive drought in the grain growing regions hag brought
about a situation which valor of arms and the ideals of a working-
clags determined upon ending exploitation, may not be able to
withstand without assistance from the outside world. To the re-
actionaries it is a supreme moment. Under the guise of humanitar.
jani ' again make the assault, are naming the con-

“Vditions upon whxch relief may be had.

Paris, seat of reaction, is foremost in making its declarations
in this matter. French capitalist papers are openly stating the
aims of French relief, “Above all, the Soviets must go,” says the
Figaro and the sentiment is echoed by a number of other influen-

.tial capitalist supporters. The French press does not congider our

Mr. Hoover the engaging sentimentalist and humanitarian some
believe him to be. It is depending upon him to gee to it that Amer-
ican relief “does not strengthen the Red Army.” It frankly and
openly favors measures to supplant the Soviets with a capitalist
government, To what extent it is willing to venture on this line
may be guessed from past French counter-revolutionary effort.
At present the Supreme Council in its meeting this week is “con-
sidering” Russia,

The Supreme Council is considering Russia, what it will decide
will depend upon how it sizes up the revolutionary situation in
the big capitalist countries. There is only one council more su-
preme than that at Paris and that is the Communist International.
The Communist International is calling to the millions of its mem-
berg and to progressive working-class elements everywhere to see
to it that the capitalist nations are not permitted to turn their
relief measures into weapons of destruction against the only work-
ing class government in the world, It is a call that demands an im-
mediate response from the workers. As workers, we must demand
that relief for Russia be adv anced on humanitarian grounds only,
without any attached strings and without political advantage to
capitalism, This is a duty which we must perform even on the
grounds of our own interests as workers. Capitalistic relief agen-
cies will bear watching when they render aid to Russia, Gapitalist
governments will bear watching when they set upon a course of
“humanitarian” activities. Let the working class of America
watch Mr. Hoover, the American government, and keep an eye on
England and France as well.

'HEROES OR HOBOES?

Apparently there exist but two ways in which ex-service men
may receive any attention at the hands of the government. One Is
to have beert fortunate enough to have died in France, Then they
will be shipper home in & sealed box and given a military funeral.
The other is to starve to dQch in gome out of the way corner over
here, whereby they will get a three ling notice in the daily press
and & pauper burial.

We are brought to make these remarks by reading the increas. | a
ing notices of “Yanks” who take the latter expedient to gain some
attention from a government “made safe for Democracy"—and
some thirty thousand new war-made millionaires, Often the can-
didate for governmental attention expedites matters with a bullet
or & rope. in New York they have been doing this for a year or
more at the rate of one a day. There is no hope held out t can
indicate a let up In the number of heroes who take this course to
reach the soft heart of our pater

Windiag of red of-
stponemen ployment
““;‘:?qx:u‘of culolqu ubg l;g; Q?@o{g “q;?q igrans

~

£
0

J. "
"'-f‘. e i S8

listic capitalist officialdom,

Rosta-Wien (No. 165) reprints an
article from the pen of Wm. Foster
published in “Moscow” of May 31st.
The title of the article is “American
Labor Movement”. Mr. Foster’s ex-
perience in the American labor move-
ment has been of great value to him
in untangling the cause of American
labor’s backwardness in the economic
and political field of the class strug-
gle. The backwardness of the Amer-
ican workers is a topic discussed as
much in Europe as it is in America.
That the most advanced -capitalist
country in the world should possess
the weakest and most reactionary
trade union federation is a problem
which violates both the Marxian prin-
ciples of the class-struggle and the
materialistic interpretation of history
—apparently.

For according to Marx, the develop-
ment of the capitalist mode of produc-
tion is inseperable from the develop-
ment of an industrial proletariat. To
expect one without the other is to ex-
pect sunlight without the sun, Furth-
ermore, the elimination of competition
in the basic industries and the con-
sequent formation of centralized
trusts in the hands of an ever de-
creasing fraction of the bourgeoisie
makes it imperative for the workers
to fight greater and more powerful
combinations of capitalists. Hence the
struggle takes on a wider field of
activity in which greater masses of
the workers on one side battle against
a handful of capitalists assisted by the
armed forces of the capitalist State
on the other. As the struggle progres-
ses wider and broader masses of the
workers are brought into battle cul-
minating in a fight for political power
between the producers as a elass and
the exploiters as a class. On the sur-
face if you apply this doctrine to the
United States, the American Labor
movement should be the most ad-
vanced in the world. However, a
closer examination will reveal the ap-
parent contradiction which has brought

ican and‘Europeatt Workmen,

Erroneous Tactics.

Says Foster, “According to Marxian
principles, countries having advanced
types of capitalism should also have
highly advanced labor movements,
and this is true practically all over
the world. The one important excep-
tion is the United States.” He then
asks himself “Whence arises this
seeming paradox?” and proceeds to
inform us that the cause -is to be
traced to the wrong tactics employed
by “the entire left-wing of the Amer-
ican Revolutionary Movement”, In-
stead of boring within, they invaribly
left the reactionary trade-unions and
thus gave free reign to the unprinci-
pled careerists to degrade labor into
the morass where it finds itself today.
As a further illustration of this point,
Foster asks us where the English
Labor movement would stand today
if the revolutionary elements had
adopted the tactics of the American
left-wing twenty fiye years ago?

To those who hfive worked in the
labor movement this conclusion is ir-
resistible but it seems to me that
there is at bottom an economic cause
for the aloofness of the American left-
wing up to the present time. While
here and there a revolutionary work-
er in the trade-unions will abandon a
reactionary union from sheer disgust,
yet it is scarcely conceiveable that
tens of thousands of workers should
act in this fashion without some deep
economic cause influencing their ac-
tions.

While prior to Marx, battles,
epidemics and unrest were either at-
tributed to the whims of the Almighty
or the caprices of individual monarchs,
today the materialist conception of
history has releived us of the neces-
sity of doing so. Do you want to know
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Amer Conditions.

No one who igflamiliar with Euro-
pean economie itions can deny the
following: i

1. That the kmerican worker’s

standard of Iit
was superior
workers.

2. That the we king hours as a
whole were shortef in America than
in Europe up to,#he present.

3. That the op#n class prejudices
existing in E ‘for centuries were
more or less slumbering in America.

These three facf8 may be accounted
84 of American soil,
p¥erwhelming natural
vastness of the
 nation like Amer.

country. In a 1
ica where untlj peeently land could be
or for a nominal

had for the u%

price, no soomer’ did a workman
(whether. foreign' or native) obtain
enough money ; r a horse -and a
wagon and som utools then he set
out for the “ west.,” This con-
oduced a shortage
yanufacturing east
| corresponding rise

up to the present
at of the European

the existence of
resources and

workers with their
families could "leave the crowded
cities in the eastiand settle on farms
in the west! The eapitalist would go
begging for womkmen and this state
fpises wages.

ust be considered.
y cpnsiders hlmself

in 1916 if a million,

because all ﬂlﬁ A
to the future w
own plot of
The greater thd

: “‘llity of rehliz-
ing his “farm” the 8 will be his in-
terest in union matte and vice-versa.
Furthermore when -;m consider the
fact that progress and revolution are
not the result of contentment but the
very reverse viz, i A’ t misery and
starvation have always been the agen-
cies driving peoplgito revolt, how
could we expect a tionary iabor
movement in Ameri
age worker found p

this extra piece of bre ‘was uncon-
scious proof to the American worker
that “his country was the best.”
Realizing this we ean also under-
stand why the real Zeévolutionary ele-
ments, who instead of being content
with an extra morﬁ f bread given
by the capitalist to"the workmen ‘n
return for increasi oduction by
machinery which made the capitalist
richer than he w%«(hy these real
revolutiqngry elem unable to find
responsive ear in Amencan pro-
letariat withdrew from the reactionary
trade-unions. It mmb‘he recalled that
a revolutionary 'g rope always
found a veady ear &mong the work-
@dmired and coulq
onflict with the
1 America the
Tar and feathers

awaited the class-gonscious revolu-
tionary worker with ] ten to twenty
year prison senteng@sito boot. Under

such conditions to @Xpect the revolu-

tionary worker to in reactionary
labor unions is to @Xpect the impos-
sible. Radicals arg mot Christs and
wog to them if they we ! I challenge
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any one to a}pow how it is in the
_po\wrs of a ragiicul to contmue
remaining within a union whose
slightest sympathy for his work is
lacking. If it is contended that a
radical should remain regardless of
this utter absence of sympathy with
his views then I propose that we im-
mediately enter the ranks of the
capitalist Republican and Democratic
Parties in order to capture their or-
ganizations.

Editor's Note: We feel that it is
important to state here our convic-
tion that comrade Poore, in summing

three important facts, namely: 1, it
is within the last 20 years that cap-
italism has fully developed; 2, that
within this same period the ceces-
sionists have been most active; 3, that
this period marks the disappearance
of free land and opportunities of the
wage-worker to create an' independ-
ence for himself. Considering these
facts, we must emphasize that it has
been particularly the sin of left ele-
ments to fail to note these historical
conditions and act in conformity with
them. It is not alone, today, that they
sin against the revolutionary move-
ment by remaining outside the reac-
tionary labor wnions, but their sin is
one of 20 years standing. As to
whether workers shall remain in the
unions in spite of lack of sympathy,
we feel that Lenin has given the best
answer—"“We¢ must school ourselves
to make any sacrifices, to be able to
overcome the greatest obstacles, in
order to carry on, systematically, and
with indomitable determination, our
propaganda and agitation in all these
unions, societies, etc., even tho they
are the most frankly reactionary”, |
and serve out coats of tar and feath-
ers to the radicals, we may add.
There are unions yet wherein the
slightest radicalism is denounced.
Shall we then await until economic
forces have created a favorable en-
vironment before we begin our work?
The answer js that we must not wait.

!

I repeat therefore that under such
conditions to expect the radicals to
remain in the ultra reactionary trade
uqxg_x;p was to demand superhuman ef-

frg.w them. G:eat credit is given

ter for his work in “boxing from

wnthm" but his own metamorphosis

wag but the result of bitter exper-
ience.

Change of Tactics Now Necessary.

We can clearly perceive today that
the revolutionary workers must enter
and are entering the reactionary trade-
unions, Conditions demand it and
there is no escape from it. But who
would have had the foresight to pre-
scribe and carry out this program
twenty-five years ago? It is com-
paratively easy to be a “wise Jacob”
after the event.

The point to be remembered is that
America today is not the America of
twenty five years ago. A great change !
has come over the width and breadth.
of this country. A quarter of a century | .
ago this country was sasylum for allI
political prisoners: today it deports |
and imprisons all disagreeing with !
capitalist rule. Then the great trusts
and industrial corporations were in
their infancy, today trusts and cor-
porations control the life of the coun-
try etc. Hence what appeared a viola-
tion of Marxian principle is no viola-
tion at all. The principle laid down
by Marx must be interpreted accord-
ing to the relative economic condi-
tions of the country. The extra-|
ordinary natural resources here not
only gave the capitalists greater
profits than their European confreres
but also gave the American workmen
a higher standard of living than their
European brethren. Since the content-
ment of a workingman is not absolute
but relative, i, e. varies with his im-.
mediate desires, is it any wonder that
an extra morsel of bread here made
him conservative?

The capitalists haying fathomed
American natural wealth, are now fol-
lowing the laws observed by Marx,
They are reducing wages from 20 to
80 per cent while the cost of living
has not dropped more than 8 per cent.
What does this mean? It means that
the cost of living is much higher pro-
portionably than it was before the
war and that the well advertised
American standard of living is heing
rnmpl’ reduced to the European
multaneously the capitalists
are undermiping and in some cases
breaking up the unions with their
War-ery- 0 shoa ”

These c%:n ed conditions have
clowred the figld for revelutionary
propagands. Today the American
workers yre more prepared to bear

ssuge than t\' m years |~

i
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| “Socialist Party No Longer Able to

NEWS FROM AROUND THE G DBE.

By A. 'W. TROTTER.

Anybody With Brains Can Earn
Money!

Carpentier was defeated. For that
defeat he got 2,500,000 francs. M.
Branly, the inventor of the wireless
which flashed the news of his defeat
across the Atlantic, received 22 francs
as his daily wage as professor.

Dempsey won. For that he got
$300,000, The same day that this
pugilistic performance held the whole
world breathless, Mme. Curie, the in-
entor of radium returned to France
after visiting America.

In France Mme. Curie and Prof.
Branly will have to keep on working
to earn a living. Dempsey and Car-
pentier can retire and need not do
another stroke of work.

This is due to the superior brains
of the prize fighters!

Feverish Work in the Ukraine.

A good hand-worker need not go
a minute without work in the Ukraine
In fact, there is so much work
to do, that men work fifteen hours a
day under the most adverse condi-

government (former Attorney Gen-
eral Palmer put his stamp of approval
upon the Socialist Party), the work-
ers at least see that this party has
not the slightest claim to represent
them.,

Experience with the “socialist” gov-
ernment of Milwaukee has taught the
workers of Wisconsin many a lesson,

]At the recent convention of the Wis-

consin State Federation of Labor,
when the organization of a new poli-
tical party was discussed, the Social-
ist Party was denounced as a party
“no longer able to represent the work-
ers politically.”

Plague Interferes With Business.

Business men in the southern states
resent the report sent out from Wash-
ington regarding the famine and
plague in the south. They assert that
such reports “tend to prove disastrcus
to business interests.”

Washington should have known bet-
ter. Washington, the seat of business
must not knock business! Bankers in
the north must remain willing t. ex-
tend credit to the south, They may not

tions, but with the utmost enthusiasm.
The Ukraine is being completely
transformed under the guiding hand
of the Ukranian Soviet Government.
In addition, the country is becoming!
Ukranian. In all the elementary
schools and in half of the secondary
schools, lessons are now given in
Ukrainian., The universities and com-
mercial schools are completely Ukrai-
nian,

British Communists Enter Elections.

For the first time the British Com-
munist Party will participate in the
parliamentary elections as a Com-
munist party.

The British Communists endeavored
to affiliate with the Labor Party of
that country. At first they were dis-
inclined to do so, believing that they
would be compromising their princi-
ples, or, owing to their numerical
weakness, would be absorbed by the
Laborites.

Following the advice of ‘ﬁ:\MﬂH}“

ever, they applied for admittance but
were rejected. Fear was entirely on
the side of the Laborites, who knew
that entrance of the Communists into

if they learn that business is bad.
As if they did not know!

But, appearances of prosperity must
be maintained. As for the 100,000
prospective victims of famine and
plague—well—... Business comes
first.

And again, it is certainly bad
tactics for Washington to acquaint
the white and black trash of the south
that they suffer famine and the
plague!!

Rank and File Threatens General
Strike in Frisco.

Rank and File Committees have
been organized in 57 unions compos-
ing the San Francisco Building Trades
Council, The purpose is to formulate
plans for fighting the open shop
movement.

About two months ago a strike
started when employers cut the wages
paid to 16 of tha 9:8& in th; build

announced that the “Amqricm pli
would henceforth prevail in San Fran-
cisco, This is the high-sounding name

their ranks meant propaganda for
the conversion of the Laborites to
Sovietism and the dictatorship of the
workers as a revolutionary principle.

The rejection of the Communists
clarifies the issue. The Laborites have
been placed in the position of com- |
batting the revolution. Ramsey Mac-
Donald, their avowed reformist lead-
er, acknowledged this.

The British Communist Party now |
enters the parliamentary arena as the
representative of the revolutionary
workers of England. There is to be a
bi-election at Caerphilly to fill a seut‘
made vacant by the death of a labor |
representative, who was elected in
11918 by a majority of 2,000, Ramsey
MacDonald, or Frank Hodges, the be-
trayer of the late miners' strike, have
been suggested as candidates for the
Laborites. Considering the unempioyed ;
crisis in England and the failure of
the Laborites to force the government
toward radical relief measures, the
Communist candidates will have all
the best of the campaign.

Represent Workers."

The recent convention of the So-
cialist Party of America, revealed to
the workers two significant things:
first, that the Socialist Party has lost
all touch with reality and second, !
that it has abandoned the revolution. |

All along, the Sbcialist Party has
preached the revolution, without,
evidently, understanding what it real-
ly means and without in the slightest
comprehending the method of revolu-
tion. Since the Socialist Party is made
up chiefly of professionals (lawyers,
doctors, journalists and teachers pre-
dominating) and shop keepers, the
party enters only superficially into
the labor problems.

The Socialist Party knows quite
well that the moment » party under-
takes to work on those problems
fundamentally, it will meet with the
united opposition of the capitalist
class and government, Hence, rather
than court thig struggle, the Socialist
Party leaves the warkers to solve
their labor troubles themselves, while
he party parades about with empty,
zlrmlm phrases about “democracy”,
“freedom” etc. Having become emin-
ently respectable in the eyes of tho

nigng, America has changed and the
lutionary workers in the Moc

ovement are ‘wasti

the bosses have given the open shop
movement.

A mass meeting has been called for
the early part of August to acquaint
and educate the workers in their

. duties as members of the rank and

file. The Rank and File Committee
has a corps of 100 speakers out, agi-
tating for the general strike,

As a matter of course, the move-
ment is repudiated by the present of-
ficers of the Building Trades Council,
who call it insurgent. Wherever the
rank and file seek to wrest control out
of the hands of reactionary union
| leaders, they are dubbed outlaws,

All power to the Rank and File
Committee!

New Wars?

There are reports that large quan-
tities of munitions are being shipped
from France to Poland by way of
Danzig. One shipment consisted of 20
tons of dynamite and 18 tons of pow-
der. France is threatening to send re-
inforcements into Upper Silesia to
help the Poles against the Germans.
There have been rumors of a new of-
fensive against Soviet Russia. Are
these preparations the prelude to
either ndventure"

| CAPITALISTS RESPONSIBLE
FOR ECONOMIC WASTE.

New York.—The vaunted “efficien-
cy” of America's great industrial
mangers has received another un-
expected showing-up at the hands of
the committee on elimination of waste
in industry of the American engineer-
ing council. The committee, in its
latest report, points out that idle men
and machinery in the metal trades
are causing a loss of about one bil-
lion dollars a year,

The report declares that investiga-
tion has disclosed that the maln
causes of this colossal waste are faul-
ty management and failure to find a
working basis for dealing with labor,
which it terms the “major factor in
most if not all industries.”

Two million men are needlessly

thrown out of work every year ? b
metal trades, the report sets qnh.
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By WILLIAM Z, FOSTER, Fed;nted Press Staff Writer.
Copyright, 1921, by The Federated Press).

MOSCOW.—Of all the les told
about Russia none has been circulated
more persistently than the assertion
that under the soviet system the trade
unions have been robbed of their im-
portance and now are negligible in
power and consequence, Some Amer-
ican labor men have repeated this ad
nauseam. Now, exactly the reverse is
true. The fact is that the trade unions
are the very foundation of the whole
soviet structure; without their sup-
port and co-operation it would go to
smash in a hurry. This is frankly re-
cognized here on all sides,

_The Russian trade union movement:

is throbbing with life. This was strik-
ingly manifest at the recent conven-
tion of the All-Russian unions, which
1 had the good fortune to attend. The
convention occupied itself with the
most weighty social, political and
economic problems now confronting
Russia. And so important were its ses-
sions considered that many of the
country’s greatest men, including Le-
nin, Gorki (Gorki sat through several
sessions) attended them and parti-
cipated, Public interest was intense. It
of admission to the great theater
plaee was constantly jammed with
spectators -and the mass of delegates
(3,106 delegates representing 8,485,-
800 members).

In front of the building was stretch-
ed a cordon of Red Army soldiers to
hold back the big crowds seeking
entrance. During the convention word
came to the presiding officers that
some delegates, eager to secure ad-
mission for their friends, were bunch-
ing their delegate cards and sending
them out so that those on the outside
could come in with the cards. To stop
this practice the chair announced that
all delegates leaving the hall would
have to display their cards and those
unable to do so would be arrested.

‘Take this surging Russian 'trade
tlion convention, dealing with most

ing jail to attend «it; compare it with
our American Federation of Labor
lack lustre affairs, occupying them-
selves for the most part with triviali-
ties, and mustering at best a bakers’
dozen or two of spectators, and one
gets 4 fair idea of the comparative im«
portance and vitality of the two trade
union movements in their respective
countries. It ill becomes American
union leaders to sneer at the Russian
labor movement.

Although the Russian trade unions
have accomplished things without
parallel in labor history they are for
the most part of very recent origin. In
fact, the movement as it now stands
may be properly said to be only four
years old. The first traces of unionism
in Russia began to develop toward the
end of the nineteenth century when a
few workers’ benefit societies led a
precarious  existence. Occasionally
these primitive bodies waged strikes,
but in such events the czar's agents
inflicted frightful hardships upon
them, often shooting the strikers and
exiling their leaders. Under such con-
ditions the movement made little
headway.

The first great wave of real trade
union organization came with the re-
volutionary attempt of 1905, Unions
sprang up all aver Russia. But with
the failure of the revolution and with
the attendant bitter persecution by the
government they soon began to go
down again until within a couple of
years the movment practically dis-
appeared. A lively revival occured in

1012-13 and great headway was being
made when the war came on and al-] ¢

most completely wiped out the move-

LIAM Z. FOSTER}

_IN SOVIET RUSSIA % §

- Editor’s Note: This is the seventh of a series of articles on Russia which
Mr. Foster was commissioned by The Federated Press to write. Former
* dispatches told of the almeost insurm ountable difficulties the soviets had to
overcome to insure the continued life of the new republic,

Fployed were reported in July were:

111N
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And so the situation remained all
through the war, with the workers
destitute of industrial organization.
It is stated that at the outbreak of
the February revolution in 1917 there
were in all Russia only three unions,
which had a combined membership of
but 1,385, With the downfall of the
czar's government a tremendous trade
union rénaissance took place. Millions
of workers streamed into the organi-
zations.

The following table will show the
progress of the movement to its pre-
sent status, where it encompasses
practically the entire Russian working
class: January, 1917, 1,385; June, 1917
1,475,429; January, 1918, 2,532,000 ;
January, 1919, 3,638,812; April, 1920,
4,262,000; May, 1921, 8,485,000,

0O

Mbre Are Jobless.

Unemployment is on the increase.
This fact is gathered from the July
report of the United States Employ-
ment Service just made public. The
increase in unemployment in 38 cities
from which figures were taken gives
the total of jobless as 38,066, an In-
crease of one and one tenth per cent
over June.

Dayton is the only one of the Ohio
cities enumerated that showed an in-
crease in employment during July.
There were 126 workers able to se-
cure positions, which is an increase
of 1.3 per cent.

Decreases in the number of work-
ers in the other Ohio cities were as
follows:

City Total dee. ¢
Cleveland ........c.0. 4,324 6.6
Youngstown .......... 4927 22.03
DT Do R PR e R 1,13 8.9
Cincinnati ........ 2 vaia 040 75
Golumbus .....coc000 100 1.7

Among the cities outside Ohio

where decreases in the number em-

Indianapolis, 1,352, or 10.6 per cent;
San Francisco, 597, or 8.46 per cent;
St. Louis, 998, or 6.09 per cent ; Pitts-
burg, 3,928, or 5.9 per cent; Boston,
1,405, or 2.5 per cent; Baltimore, 433,
or 1.6 per cent; New York, 1,914, or
1.32 per cent, and Chicago, 1,229, or
.77 per cent,

The total decrease
cities was 38,066,

Twenty-one cities showed a decrease
in unemployment of 21,152,

in thirty-eight

0
O

Marseilles, France.—~The commun-
ist mayor of Cadolive, near here, who
was removed from office by President
Millerand because he had refused to
sign the official papers ordering
mobilization for the advance on the
Rhine, has been reelected by the muni-
cipal council, which was called to elect
a successor. The vote for the outsted
mayor was unanimous.

New York.—After a delay of two
years the magazine, Soviet Russia,
published at 110 West Fortieth str.,
here, has been granted its second class
mailing rights, The magazine, pub-
lished by the soviet bureau here be-
fore its head, L. C, Martens, was de-
ported last winter, now is published
by Kenneth Durant, under the editor-
ship of Jacob Wittmer Hartmann.

Salina, Kan.—Harry Theodore, al-
leged I. W, W. member, has begun
gerving a 30-day sentence in the coun-
ty jail. Representation of the I. W.
W. is the only offense charged against
him. A fine of $300 has also been as-
ssed against him, The chief evid-
cce against him constituted radical

ment again.

] terature he had with him,

DO YOU FEEL THIS WAY?

DEAR EDITOR:—

Enclosed you will find $1 for another six month's subscription. Would
have renewed sooner but I was one of the big army of unemployed for six
months. I just obtained work again and the first dollar goes to The Toiler
because it is the best and truest paper for a man who takes the efforts of

organized labor seriously.

IF-YOU DO, USE THE BLANK BELOW.

HARRY BAUER,

ONE YEAR $2.00.
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Some Crimes of the Ameri

By Arthur Warner in “The Nation®

Dwindling Membership. ;
Nothing about the American Legion

- g Bl
is less justifiable than the way In of the Legion ¥

which it has assumed to speak, and
by a tolerant public been allowed to
speak, as the representative of nearly

5,000,000 men mobilized for the, of the army. In

various fighting services of the United
States in the FEuropean War, Spo.n~
sored by the “right people” (that is,
the moneyed and socially prominent)
the Legion has found the press eager
to boom it and spread the idea that
it embraced a majority, if not virtual-
ly all, of the former service men.
Probably it never included more than
one in six and now can claim hardly,
one in eight of such persons. At the
outset the Legion did have a rapid
and promising growth. The American
Legion Weekly of October 10, 1919,

claimed 650,000 members for the or-i recorded, Was ch

ganization, while the issue of Feb-

o2

THE T

h
i cerned.
| Of course the

' tho founders
tly officers

and “smacked the silk
stocking” seeme dously im-
portant to young ;  getting out

, it was im.
measurably less  the political
and industrial the Legion
leaders held; j tter aspect
seems to have mored by the
average service that time, as |
it has been since: le character
of the support ~ Legion - for
General Wood 8 al absolut-
ism, with its atti union shop
and on the alien, Has been noted.

There was nothi%
about the relatio; en the Legion
and the political 1 of “Young Ted-
dy” Roosevelt. The'latter, as 'already
irman of the original

le, however,

The Open Shop, so-called, is an-
archic in principle, hypoeritieal in
pretense, cowardly in action. It voices
the language of slavery, and has no
place in America. \

Any member of the World War
Veterans who knowingly assists in

strike-breaking automatically thereby
ceases to be a prémber and disqualifies
himself for reinstatement.

Former service men who elect to
work within the Legion should stop at
nothing less than a house-cleaning
that will sweep present leadership
and present policies clean out of sight.
Beside this task, cleaning the Augean
stables was pastime—and the country
cannot wait indefinitely for them to
do it. They must end the regime of
mob violence and the use of the or-
ganization to establish policies and
laws that abridge ancient and consti-
tutional rights of free conscience,
free speech, and free assembly. They
must call off attempts to manipulate

Legion gathering: ia Paris. Having

the schools, to do lip service to labor

ruary 13, 1920, boasted a million, The ' secured his fences there, he hurried l w'hile covertly :.lttackin»g it from be-
lz\tte;' statement may be dismissed as, back to New York, ,whm he was at | h’}‘d: to hamstnpg and t_er.rorize the
over-enthusiastic publicity, but when once taken in hand 'by business and ialle{l. and to ol.)tam a prohibitive tariff
at its peak last autumn, the Legion political groups a‘ﬁ(f;grﬂomed for tf,elggamst the' lmpor.tation of foreign
had possibly three-fourths of a mil| course of his father, He attended the \ ld(?a.s that might spill the 'fat that the
lion members, It has never given exact ' first Legion caucus in this country— | Privileged classes of America have for

{
membership figures,

and for some‘ that at St. Louig—=where his friends ;

time has refrained from even generous | were prepared to elevate him to the
estimates in this respect. The figures | leadership of the organization. But|Woman genen;illy. They mPSt set up
that it gives nowadays are of posts,’ something went ‘wiong. Opposition broad, e’.‘paﬂmbk‘?. international ideas
which it says, probably correctly, have | developed, or it appeared to be bad | of Americanism in place of the strait-

been continuously increasing. But this ' tactics, and at ‘the last moment laced,

is no test of individual membership.
Once established, a post is likely to
continue for some years. As long as
anybody can be found to finance it
(and the Legion is not a poor man’s
organization), a post will hardly be
disbanded, while new groups getting
together in various places are bound
to add to the total of posts for some
time.

In contrast to the misleading ap-
pearances of growth as revealed in
statistics of new posts, reliable sour-
ces of information within the Legion
put its present membership at about
600,000, and place the enrolment last
February as low as 300,000, The dif-
ference between the two figures is not
to be taken as an indication of growth,
but as due to the method of book-
keeping. All Legion memberships date
from January 1 and are renewable
annually. It is the duty of each post
to collect the dues and forward the
required proportion to the national
headquarters. There is apt to be some
delay in this, so that membership re-
turns early in the year are not indi-
cative of the organization’s full

strength. The slump in renewed mem- i

berships has been so pronounced this
year, however, as to alarm the na-
tional officers, and only a rainbow
chaser can hope now that the end of
the year will show anything but a loss
over the 1920 figures. The charge that
the Legion is only a “card index” or-
ganization is hardly fair in view of
the circumstance, but it'is true that
in the second year of its existence its
membership is already on the wane,
while it has never attained the
strength to which its initial prestige
and near-monopoly of the field should
have entitled it.

Not only is the Legion weak, in
numbers, but complaint has been
voiced from the first, and is still
reiterated, that it contains an undue
proportion of former officers and that
these men hold most of the offices in,
and control the policy of, the organi-
zation. This trouble goes back to the
foundation of the Legion in France,
where the men who started it and the
method employed led to early criticism
that the organization was one of of-
ficers and aristocrats, Fifteen hundred
invitations were sent out in the spring
of 1919 to individuals in the A, E. F.,
asking them to avail themselves of
the, three-day-leave privilege to at-
tend a conference in Paris, “The num-
ber of enlisted men present was far
below expectations, due to causes
ranging from inability to have the
delegates named in time for the meet-
ing to difficulties encountered in
transportation,” said the Stars and
Stripes of March 21 in describing the
conference. One of the “difficulties
encountered in transportation” was
detailed as follows:

The road to the caucus was not a
path of primroses for all the enlisted
delegates. When Col. Carl E. Ristine
of the 86th Division and his orderly,
also a delegate, arrived at a certain
station on the way to Paris, an un.
feeling M, P, entered the train and
commanded that the soldier vacate,
evacuate, and otherwise get out, it
being an officers’ train. The colonel's
pleadings were of no avail. The order.
ly finally arrived at the caucus hall

PO \ g g on Monday afternoon (the last day).

SUBSCRIPTION BLANK - velt acted as temporary chairman and
] Major Eric Fisher Wood as temporary
secretary of the conference, of which

Lieutenant Colonel Theodore Roose-

a delegate remarked that jt “smacked
slightly of the silk stocking,” The
conference voted to pass the work on
to an executive committee consisting
of one officer and one enlisted man
from ench division, But the shortage
of privates was so acute that it was
impossible at that time to appoint a

representative of the enlisted men for

“Young Teddy wi'ﬂjdrew his name asf
a candidate. His political career in |
New York flnlqd similarly. - He
couldn’t go the paee, and finally de-
cided to accept a 88at in the Assembly,
whence he was charitably rescued by
the Secretary of the Navy.

The Way Out.

What the Am@nn Legion is, has
been told. It remains to consider what
it may become, Certainly there is no
legitimate place iff this republic for
the organization a8 developed within
the past two years. Yet the great
body of its members are self-respect-
ing and right-mi young men who
have been exploitel by a bigoted,
business-controlled; undemocratic lead-
ership, which hag manipulated the
Legion as a Mogul propaganda engine
against the true imferests of the mem-
2 and the commanity
¢ are two courses
‘Progressive former

service men, eac
siderable group.
the Legion and*
The other is to sta§

d
Legion outside, -
several opposition .'i- 2.8
best known is the World War Veterans,
which claims to hawe been the first
in the field, having been started in
the trenches nine days after the ar-
mistice. It is especiélly strong in the
Northwest, and has it national head-
quarters at 505 Temple Court, Min-
neapolis. It is readdextend charters
to groups of ten “!f'fmoré former
service men, and (has an Auxiliary
which takes in sueh of the general
public as are in w thy with its
slogan: “Enforcemant of the Consti-
tution of the Unit ates of Amer-
ica as it is written,” The World War
Veterans indorse the Fordney bonus |
bill; they ccndemn'mob action; they
demand the recogn of the Irish
and Russian republics. Some of the
other items in thei am follow:

We are unalterably opposed to any

form of Compulsory Military Train-
ing in America, aanﬂ challenge the
authority of any % or organiza-
tion to represent the great mass of
ex-service men whou}?by speak there-

for,

In the event ofM. all profits
earned by every in Vi ual, firm, and’|
corporation shall immediately become
the property of the United States
Treasury, i

Except in case of invasion of our
territory by armed ";- ces, we oppose
any declaration of Swar by the offi-
cials responsible for government, un-
less the issue be finsk submitted to a
vote of all the peoplth

We insist that Amerlea’s war debt
[ be paid by the cons !‘.‘»?' tion of all in-

comes over $100,000°per year; by the
continuance of the present income tax;
and we condemn g8 yellow the at.
| tempt of the agen Privilege in
Congress to shift the burden of the

fifty years been frying out of the im-
migrant and the working man and

self-sufficient  nationalism
which takes as its physical standard
the young men who exhibit union suits
in the advertising pages of our
magazines, and as its mental guides

'our Coolidges and Ole Hansons and

Senator Lusks. The Legion cannot g0
on excusing acts as “unofficial” or
“individual.” Of course the right of
individual action is not to be denied,
but when it is contrary to the law
or the Legion constitution, the post
concerned should discipline the in-
dividual, failing which, the post itself
should be disciplined, Moreover, the
Legion must recognize that even
where it is bound to respect the right
of its members to their own course of
conduct, it must nevertheless be
judged by such conduet. The Legion is
what the majority of its members are,
whether they be acting officially or
only personally.

Under the caption This Day is the
Scripture Fulfilled, a newspaper wag
recently quoted Luke, 8:30: “And
Jesus asked him,\saying, What is thy
name? And he answered him, My
name is Legion: for many devils were
entered into him.”

1" The job of the fofther service-men

is to cast out the devils, or to cast out
the Legion itself, from American life.
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A Conversation of
the Waves,
By HENRY FAY.

The sun was setting on the lake.
The murmur of the waves could be
heard as they lapped against the
shore, They were talking among
themselves. One wave said:

“It is beautiful here; where are the
people? Have they no taste for the
beaytiful?"

“This is a week day,” said another
wave in reply, “The people are work-
ing. They are too tired to think of
beauty.” R

All the waves grew sad upon hear-
ing that and rolled on slowly, as if
the news that people were so dulled
and worn out by work that they lose
all taste for the beautiful. Then a
little baby wave asked:

“But where are the cihldren? Sure-
ly they don’t work. They are not
worn out; why do they not come here
to enjoy the beauty and coolness that
we bring ?” Wilils

“You don’t know life,” said a big,
experienced wave. “When the parents
are dulled and crushed and worn out
by work, there is no happiness for

work. And many of them do work.
Childhood now is not what it used to
be long, long ago, when Indians lived
around here, Then—"

“I remember it,” another. wave
broke in. “I remember how the In-
dian children used to play along the
shore of this lake. They were happy.
Father hunting, mother working
around the wigwam; but they were
carefree. They ran around, rolling on
the beach, splashing in the water.
That was childhood!”

“Yes,” another wave said, “that
was childhood. Now.... I just got
here from the river—you know that
twisted, yellow, muddy river that
keeps on bathing in the lake, but
never gets clean—I just came from
there, and noticed the shacks along
the river; people live in them, chil-
dren grow up in them, in dirt, in
smoke, without a breath of pure air.
That is the white man’s childhood.”

“Not all of it,” a wave protested.
“Look at the big houses along the
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their children, even when they do not!
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The Toiler

The Onl le

By Arthur Eventi

Jack was on a beam that was being
swung up to the eighteenth floor. The
chain snapped. The beam went to the
sidewalk and Jack went to heaven,

The recording angel looked up his
card and said to St. Peter, “0, K.”

St. Peter opened the gate and said,
“Walk right in, Jack.”

Jack slouched in and said to St.
Peter: “I got a favor to ask of you.”
And St. Peter answered: “Go ahead,
Jack. What is it?”

“T'd like to go back te earth for—-"

“Ha-ha-ha..."” burst out everybody
around, angels, ghosts and spirits,
“Ha-ha-ha... the idea of a worker
wanting to go back to earth!”

St, Peter silenced them: “Shut up
and let the poor soul ‘éxplain—why
do you want to go back to earth,
Jack?”

Jack explained:

“It’s like this, Mr, St. Peter: when
a men works for wages, he gets just
enough to pay the grocer and the
butcher and the shoeman and the
doctor for the least amount of the
things that one must have to stay
on earth,

“The smallest sum a worker can
exist on, that's wages. No matter how
much work he turns out, he gets no
more than he must have to be able to
work.

“Now, Mr. St. Peter, he gets wages
only when he has work, while the
grocer and the butcher and the shoe-
man and the doctor and the rest of
the gang must be paid even if he
doesn’t work.

“What is a worker to do, then? He
works Monday, he gets paid just for
Monday’s existence, He doesn’t work
Tuesday, he doesn’t get paid for Tues-
day’s existence. But exist he must,
Suicide is a crime. What is the work-

A millionaire-manufacturer who
had died of the gout broke in: “He
should eat less and spend less when
he has work—ouch... ouch!” It was
the wooden leg of a disabled soldier
who died because he had been neglect-
ed, pressing on his toes. He slunk
avay whimpering and Jack resumed:
. “The worker out of a job skimp

lake front, and—""
“Count them,” said a wave that rol-
led by, “count them. Then count the

(The End.)

shacks along the river front.”

BIRDIE PERLSTEIN By Sanford amilton
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Second Article.

“I am doing well; but, for God’s
sake, send me a few dollars,” wrote
home a ghap who had gone out into
the world to make his fortune, And
Birdie Perlsteimr is in the same cage.

He had established kiss-and-make-
up relations between the Cleveland
cloak manufacturers and the Interna-
tional Ladies’ Garment Workers’
Union. And now he is appealing for
the little sum of 100,000 dollars “to
save the gains the union has made in
the past few years.”

So reports the “Jewish Daily For-
ward” (Cleveland Edition) for Au-
gust 1.

“And money,” says the article in
the “Forward”, “isn’t all. More than

oney is needed in the present crisis.

very member of the union must be
on the alert. It depends upon the
watchfulness of the members whether
it will be victory without a fight or
a long struggle against the manu-
facturers.”

Compare this help-me-or-I-die with
the Hurrah! of the article in ‘System’,
from which I quoted last week the
following pat on Perlstein’s shoulder:
“He had passed the fighting stage (a
great compliment!) in his work and
he had brought himself mentally o
the constructive stage.”

Now recall what last week's article
said about the meaning of construct-
ive as it is used by Big Business, Con-
sidering the 100,000 dollar campaign,
it is worth repeating. Here it is:

debt from the prof to the poor
via the Sales Tax, d

By ‘“constructive” Big Business

N

\
\

‘ remarkable mag
Published in.

trasted from
Montgomery B
Church, smites

Comments:
I have ever read
text is astoundi
from the earth,
me tight.” “Bisl
his book is the #

ernaturalism in

, 25¢ or sl

Nt

 of the most extraordinary and annihilating hooks
' will shake the country.” “I call it a sermon. The
— Banish the gods from the sky and capitalists
like & meteor across a dark sky and it held
is the reincarnation of Thomas Paine and
Age of Reason.” “It will do & wonderful work
in this the greafet erisis in all history.” “A remarkable book by a
nf interest to all the world.”
jober, 1920. Fiftieth Thousand mow ready, 223

pages; cloth $1, .
n .-“lH‘ OPmmm

seventeen of the thirty-four units con-

COMMUNIS r.;'f { CHRISTIANISM: Analysed and con- 1

farx and Darwinian points of view. By William
n, D. D. The writer, a Bishop in the Episcopal

religion and capitalism in politics.

x copies $1. 'M

means such an arrangement of af-
fairs, that if the worker can’t be hyp-
notized into submitting to the blood-
sucking operation, he can be knocked
down and tied to the operating table
of exploitation.”

So it comes out that Meyer Perl-
stein wants 100,000 dollars to fight
the very thing to which “he had men-
tally brought himself” to support.

Will he, then, admit that he is only
a little bird that had mutual interested
itself into the belly of a big eat and
is now making vain efforts to get
out? No!

The “Forward” article—which means
Birdie Perlstein—says:

“The mere fact that the proud cloak
manufacturers of Cleveland are hand-
ling the matter so carefully shows how
strong is the cloak makers’ union and
what resp?:t the manufacturers have
for it.”

Hey, Charlie Chaplin! Come here
and take a lesson in real comedy,

Now, let's see how the manufact-
urers “got” Birdie Perlstein, In doing
that well have to go from the mild
words we used until now to really
sharp expression, so I wish to draw
at this point a line between Meyer
Perlstein the human béing and Birdie
Perlstein, the creature of capitalist
corruption.

Our fight is against Birdie Perl-
stein, the symbol of bought-and-paid-
for union officialdom.

Some of those officials are hard
boiled, Their terms are C. O0,"D. I
do not class Birdie Perlstein with
them, Big Business pays cash only
when it has to; Birdie Perlstein, with
his priggish notion that he is a great
man, could be bought in another way,

It can be told best in the words of
the great psychologist—and real 100
per cent American—William James:

“Neither threats nor pleadings can
move a man unless they touch some
one of his potential or actual selves,
Only thus can we, as a rule, get a
‘purchase’ on another's will, The first
care of diplomatists and monarchs
and all those who wish to rule or
influence is, accordingly, to find out
their vietim's strongest principle or
self-rogard, 80 as to make that the
fulerun of all appeal.

And Birdie Perlstein's “strongest
principle of self-regard” I8 a prig.
gish notion that he is a great man,

and lives On half rations, while his
credit is good and he can borrow
money or get things on trust. When
he can’t borrow and can’t get things
on credit—he just starves.

“When he gets a job again, he can’t
spend on his existence even the little
he gets for his existence:: he has got
debts to pay. He can’t have even the
full minimum of existence once he
has been out of work.

“In other words, Mr, St. Peter,
when a worker loses a day’s work he
can never make it up during his regu-
lar life. If he wants to make it up,
he has got to live an extra day for
each day he had been out of a job.

1 “I do want to make up for my lost
days. That's why I want to go back

to earth. If you say I can go, I'll
| figure up my lost time and tell you
| for how long I want to go.”

| And right there and then St. Peter
i showed that in spite of having been
dead about two thousand years, he
knew more political economy than all
the professors of all our colleges put
together, He said:

“Why, poor Jack, if you go back to
earth, you'll be in the same fix again,
A day's work, a day’s existence, No
day’s work, no day’s existence. You'll
fall behind again. And, surely, you
don't want to keep on going back
every time you come here.”

But Jack answered: “There is a
way. And it is the only way for a
worker under the capitalist system to
make ends meet. Here it is.,.

“I want to go back not a a human
being, but as a ghost able to work.
I'll need no food, no clothes, no amuse-
ments. And I can sleep in my grave.”

CORRECTION.

In last week's issue the printer
made the error of placing the name
of Elmer T, Allison as the author of
the article on page three entitied
“The Present Unemployment and
Marxism,” The name should have
been placed on page two under “May-
fair to Moscow”.

And some people say printers are
entitled to a 44 hour week!

Sacramento, Calif.—The board of
education of this city issued instrue-
tions to teachers in the public schools.
Among the warnings is this: Forget
the radical ideas you learned at ~ol-
lege; confine your teaching to the
old-fashioned American ideals.” Just
which ‘old-fashioned American ideals’
were not stated.

as you'll see when we take up the
write-up he got in “Finance and In-
dustry.”

The cloak manufacturers played on

his vanity, and—“got & purchase” on
him, - .

O Sl

’




