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THE WORKERS FORUM

Conducted 'by the MARX INSTITUTE

LECTURES EVERY FRIDAY EVENING, 8 P. M.
at the
PARKVIEW PALACE
110th St. and 5th Ave.
October Program:

Oct. 28—LUDWIG LORE, editor of the “VOLK-
ZEITUNG,” “THE POLITICAL SITUA-
TION IN GERMANY.”

Nov. 4—A SYMPOSIUM OF ALL POLITICAL
PARTIES. Igvitation extended to the Re-
publican, Democratic, © Socialist Parties,
Workers’ League and other political parties.

Admission 25 Cents.

Marx Institute, 208 East 12th Street, New York City.

ESPECIALLY FOR YOU

There is no time for rest in the work of get-
ting subscriptions for THE TOILER. No day
should pass but you make an effort to add to our
mailing list. You meet fellow workers and ac-
quaintances every day. This is fertile ground.
Solicit them. Show them a copy of THE
TOILER It will speak for itself.

WORKERS’' LEAGUE
October 28th, Friday, at 8 P. M.
LONDON CASINO = "%
Third. Avenue, Bronx I &
Octobeg- 30th, Suhday.‘if"l’. M.
PARKVIEW PALACE
110th Street and ‘Fifth Avenue
Speakérs * -
Dr. Jacob W. Hartmann Juliet .Stuart Poyntz
Ed. Soviet Russia Rose Pastor Stokes

Ludwig Lore . Charles Brower
Editor Volkzeitung ~ Ed Lindgren

Third Annual Ball
Given by

Happy Friends Association

For the Benefit of the Famine Relief in Soviet Russia
. at BRYANT HALL, v
723-727 Sixth Ave., near 42nd St, N..Y.-C.
SATURDAY EVE, OCT. 29, 1921
Music by Prof. Kreskow
All proceeds will go to Friends of Soviet Russia
201 West 13th Street, N. Y. C,
Tickets (including wardrobe and tax) 55 cents
Danciing to Commence at 8:30 P. M.
Committee Reserves All Rights

Workers of Philadelphia will celebrate the
Fourth Anniversary

Of the Proletarian Victory in Russia
The illustrated lecture on the Russian Proletarian Revolution
By ALLAN STRONG BROMS, noted lecturer, will be shown.

FOR THE FIRST TIME IN PHILADELPHIA

Chairman, Arturo Giovannitti.

Monday, November 7, 1921, at 8 P. M. at Eagle Hall
Broad and Spring-Garden Street. Admission 25¢

A GRAND MASQUERADE BALL
Will be given by
The Workers Defense and Relief Committee
of Pennsylvania—on
Saturday, October 29, 1921 at 8 P. M. at
the New Traymore Hall,
FRANKLIN AND COLUMBIA AVES., PHILADELPHIA

Admission 35¢ Wardrobe 15¢
Valuable prizes will be given to best masks.

SECOND ANNUAL
Entertainment ag‘d Ball
given by the

Greek Socialist Union of America

Benefit of the “Yoice of the Worker,"”

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 182)

HUNT'S POINT PALACE
163d Street and Southern Blvd.

ATTENTION——SPEAKERS
Radical speakers going tc or coming from the coast and
wishing to stop in Salt Lake City, are requested to-get in
touch with the Secretary of the Ind. Propaganda League se
that speaking dates may be arranged.
Address—255 East 4th Btreet
Salt Lake City, Utah
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COURTS MOVE AGAINST THE WORKERS’
LEAGUE

The workers of New York City need no better evidence
of the fact that the capitalists of this country and their
government have not the slightest regard or respect for
their own laws, than the illegal methods they are employ-
ing to keep two candidates of the Workers’ League off
the ballot. The Board of Elections was the first male-
factor and overstepped all lawful rights in attempting to
interpret the law. But determined to keep Benjamin
Gitlow, nominee for mayor, and Harry Winitzky, nomi-
nee for President of the Board of Alderman, off the ballot,
they paid no attention to Jaw until summoned to coitrt.
Judge Mullan, in Special Term of the Supreme Court of
New York County, held that the Board of Elections had
no right to bar the names. The noble judge stated, how-
ever, that “It is shocking and absurd that those candi-
dates should be permitted to have their names printed on
the official ballots, but in the present state of the law, our
courts seem to be powerless to prevent such an outrage
on decency.”

What is the “outrage on decency”? It consists in the
fact that Gitlow and Winitzky have been convicted and
are now serving their sentences for activity as Commun-
ists. Having advocated methods and tacties that “call
the bluff” both of the capitalists and their government,
and of the socialist-traitor party, they were considered
most dangerous men and consequently were incarcerated.
They exposed capitalist methods, they showed up the
real nature of government, they organized the workers
of this country to meet the unlawful methods of the gov-
ernment, and for that they were jailed. No wonder their
acts have been considered “an outrage on decency”|

The Board of Elections is appealing from this adverse
decision. The Workers’ League, on the other hand, is

expects or cares much to get the two names on the bal'lu\t.
but for the sake of unmasking the methods of our “demo-

cratic” government, which does not hesitate at an{thihg ‘

when its power is endangered. The workers o New
York must be made to understand, the followers of the
treacherous Socialist Party must be made to admit that
capitalist democracy is the crassest tyranny. It is sheer
dictatorship—the elimination of constitutional rights, the
application of violence, the substitution for law of open
coerfiion against which no legality or lawful methods
avail.

WORKERS' LEAGUE CONFERENCE

The active effort on the part of the Workers’ League
to reach broader masses of the workers is meeting with
an enthusiastic response. At the call of the Workers’
League, a conference met on October 15th representing
a number of working class organizations who endorsed
the program and platform of the League and were pre-
pared to cooperate in its campaign. These included the
Workers’ Council, Irish American Labor League, African
Blood Brotherhood, Finnish Socialist Federation, Hun-
garian Federation, Jewish Socialist Federation, Greek
Socialist Federation, Paole Zion (Left), Independent

Young People’s League, German Educational Society,

and the Workers’ League. A joint campaign was orga-
nized to arrange for the assignment of speakers through
the Workers’ League to the various organizations, for
joint distribution of literature, for issuing a campaign
bulletin and for pushing the fight to have the names of
the Workers’ League candidates replaced on the ballot,
The masses in search of a chance to express their disgust
with the old political parties are turning enthusiastically
to the Workers’ League. The fact that this conference
has been brought into existence by the Workers’ League
should be registered as one of the big victories of the
present electoral struggle.

WATCH YOUR LEADERS

D]

The Chiefs of the Brotherhoods are conferring with
the Rail Labor Board, having previously expressed the
belief that the strike could be settled but not averted.
After the conference the Chiefs returned to their wig-
wams and the Board emerged empty handed. The stril?e

-

has neither been settled ner averted. The owners’ rep- -

resentatives have expressed the beliefs that the strike
would never be called. At present it seems to be Presi-
dent Harding’s next move. The workers believe there
will be a strike but they are the only ones who'do. Their
leaders have at least gone through the motions of calling
the strike. The railroad executives sit back and smile
and bet on their hands. The Rail Labor Board runs
about distractedly issuing statements, while President
Harding deliberates. Will the railroad workers really
have a chance to strike for fair wages and decent workintg
rules or is it all just another American p;okor game witt

determined to fight this thing throush, not becaupe it the cards stacked against the rank and file
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SACCO AND VANZETTI ABROAD

The terrible injustice inflicted upon two great idealists
by the corrupt justice of American courts has echoed
across the ocean. The labor press of France and Italy
resounds with indignation at the villainy of American
capitalism. In Rome and other cities of Italy great dem-
onstrations of protest have been held. The Italian labor
movement has forced its government to intervene in the
case through the Secretary of Foreign Affairs. All honor
to the class-conscious workers of Europe who do not
forget their champions! Shame upon the Gompers clique
in the United States who are always eager to betray the
real friends of the workers! '

PALMERISM IN PARIS

The story of the bomb explosion in the American Em-
bassy in Paris as a communist protest in the Sacco-
Vanzetti case is the usual fabrication of the capitalist
press. Attorney General Palmer was an adept in this
fmrticular brand of fiction and kept the press ringing with
urid tales of bombs and wicked reds. The bomb always
exploded conveniently underneath door-steps or porches,
or in the hands of maid-servants, and never injured the
illustrious pillars of society to whom they were sent.
The perpetrators of these outrages were never discov-
ered, probably for the very good reason that they dwelt
not far from the Department of Justice itself. The French
bomb was equally discreet. It carefully avoided the
family of Ambassador Herrick and the worthy gentleman
himself, and waited to explode till it had arrived in the
hands of a valet who threw it into a bathroom. We would
like some day to be shown Mr. Palmer’s maid-servant
with her hands blown off and Ambassador Herrick’s in-
jured valet. Has the French Secret Service, with its
reputation for cleverness, really fallen so low? Com-
munists make their protests not by bombs but by mass
demonstrations, because they know that the latter method
is far more effective. This cheap attemt to discredit
Communism and the Sacco-Vanzetti case at one blow is
too obvious to reach its mark.

PROSPERITY AND POVERTY

The Census Bureau has just announced the results of the
census of manufactures in 1920. The production of Ameri-
can industries increased three-fold in value in the last ten
years and five-fold in the last twenty years. Manufacturing
establishments with a capitalization of $44,678,911,000 pro-
duced in 1920 commodities valued at $62,910,202,000 with
a force of wage-earners estimated at 9,103,000. These fig-
ures reveal the gigantic increase of productive forces
through the war period, which is now the chief difficulty of
American capitalism economy, because of the impossiblity
of marketing the products. The seriousness of the unem-
ployment crigis appears if we compare the total of nine
million workers with the six million unemployed. Accord-
ing to official figures we thus have an unemployed percen-
tage of 70%, a degree of unemployment unparalleled in
the history of industry!

The United States Shipping Board is ready to give over
government vessels to private owners at a nomiunal charge of
$1 a month. “Why not moor them along the coast and lease
them ag holiseboats to homeless workers?

-

The newspaper repofts of the'arrest of Mahatina Gandhi,
the Indian leader, are untrue. The British government has
not-yét dared to seize him. He is actively propagating the
boycatt of British goods, British administration' and British
militarism in India and organizing a general strke to greet
the Prince of Wales on his approaching visit to India.

N

THE USES OF OPTIMISM

The American capitalist press is conducting an active
propaganda to create the impression that the economic
crisis is being liquidated, and that a real and permament
improvement of conditions has begun. The New York
Evening Post, Mr. Morgan’s paper, has assembled a
formidable list of experts who will contribute articles to
this effect. W. G. I-facrding, the governor of the Federal
Reserve Bank, states in an article in “System” that “busi-
ness has turned the corner.” “Optimism has its uses,
and so has pessimism,” says Governor Harding. The
last statement is the most revealing of all. As the eco-
nomic collapse becomes more and more disastrous, the
official grin of capitalist optimism becomes broader and
broader. As conditions become worse and worse, the
slogan will be, “Smile, smile, smile!” If propaganda put
across the war, it can surely put across the economic
crisis.

WORLD CRISIS DEEPENS

The facts show that the world crisis, instead of dis-
appearing, is growing daily more serious, and that there
is actually no prospect of improvement. For that view
we have no less authority than that of Sir George Paish,
formerly editor of the London Statist, and a leading Eng-
lish economist who states that the crisis will grow con-
stantly worse instead of better, and that by next year
there will be twice as much unemployment in England
as today, while the United States will be in a much worse
condition. America’s foreign trade continues to decline,
the totals for September being only 50% of those for the
same month last year. During the last month there was
» decline of about $50,000,000 in the value of American
exports. The imports of gold, however, for September,
1921, are about $30,000, higher than for the same
month last year. In a word, the vicious situation con-
tinues: concentration of gold in America, collapse of for-
eign trade and production, and unemployment, American
capitalism is trying to find a way out by propaganda
because there is no other way out.

According to 3 German economist, the swollen gold re-
serve of America may lead to her eventual economic down-
fall, in the same manner as Spain fell, from the richest
country to the poorest country in a relatively short time.
American export trade is bound to diminish still further, and
unemployment to grow more severe, as its gold reserve in-
creases. The only remedy, according to the unanimous ver-
dict of the financiers, is for America to abandon her pol-
icy of isolation and identify herself with the stricken na-
tions of Europe. All must combine without delay for the
pooling of obligations and the establishment of a uniform
currency standard. Mr. Hoover speaks the truth about un-
enq)loyn::%t at times when he is not officially speaking about
unemployment. In a speech on currency and banking he
remarked: “So long as acute economic instability exists in
these areas of 200,000,000 people, there is no hape of sta-
bility in the rest of the world, nor of our commerce.”

That American Junker, Nicholas Murray Butler, an-
nounces that Columbia University, over which he presides,
is “one of the great citadels of liberty at a time when the
world is increasingly given over to the rule of compulsion
and force.” Liberty, which once was endangered by mon-
archs and by ruling classes, has long ceased to fear either of
these. What it now has to fear are “tyrannous and fanati-
cal minorities.” Dr. Butler is right. ‘These minorities are
becoming ever more determined and powerful and will soon
c;u:ll;that cherished Wcall ei; liberty of his, which a French
thinker a ¢entury ago “the If of
liberty of death.” " O denty,
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BANKRUPTCY AND REACTION IN GERMANY

The same economic forces which are producing the
world crisis are driving Germany rapidly into bankruptcy.
German finance syffered a c'bt'nplctq collapse this week
when the mark sank in value to half 3 cent. Pani¢ and
speculation reached such a stage, that the Berlin Stock
Exchange had to be closed. y

The Upper Silesian decision and the reparations en-
forcement seem to have been the contributing causes. To
the same source may be ascribed the srowing nationalist
reaction in politics, of which the Berlin elections last
week gave new evidence. The Communists and Inde-
pendent Socialists lost 22 of their 84 seats on the Greater
Berlin Common Council, while the Majority Socialists of
the Ebert-Schejdemann group gained 8 seats. Altogether
a Socialist-Communist majority of 25 was replaced by a
non-Socialist majority of 2 to 4.

OUTLAW RADICALS PLAN SOVIET HERE

So announces the New York Times on its front page.
And it continues:

“Geattered remnants of the outlawed Communist Party
of America, the Socialist Labor Party, and radical labor
and political factions are being welded into a national
political organization to be known as the American Labor
Alliance, which will aim to establish a Workers’ Soviet
Republic in the United States.

“This became known last night when it was learned
that the Alliance, which had been quietly organizing, had
received pledges of support from more than 200 labor
unions and workingmen’s societies and probably would
be formally launched at a convention to be held in this
city in January. .

“Officials of the proposed alliance said the organization
also planned to ‘fight against the reactionary policies in
the labor movement’ in America and ‘bore from within’
until the American Federation of Labor and such orga-
nizations had become converted to the idea of a workers’
republic.”

We hear also that “Labor Chiefs Spurn New Soviet
Party.’ ’ Samuel Gompers and Jim Holland will have
none of it. The spurning is mutual. We believe, in fact,
none of it. The spurning is mutual. We believe, however,
more effective method of destroying the influence of these
worthies.

——
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November 5—Russian Revolution
Anniversary Number

Enthusiastic mass meetings in celebratiop of this his-
toric event will be held the week of November bth,
Order a bundle for your meeting.

November 12—Disarmament Number
A number that will disarm all who thought that ths im-

perialist nations intended disarming. Help fire brosd-
side. Order a bundle. e ” *

$3.50 FOR 100 COPIES

The Municipal Campaign

YN:t(l;ii“ disturbs the good old traditions of a ‘New
or

may go, but it goes on forever, World wars ar fwght
and won. Mill?on; suffer and bleed and die. ilu res
totter to their fall. But the New York political #une
proceeds serenely on its way. Fusion es Tamman
as a low-down grafting gang. Tammany reviles Fusion
as the spokesman of the vested interests. The Socialist
Party rises nobly to cast them both aside’ and demand
municipal ownership of public utilities. And Tammany
or Fusion steals back into power with no one happier or
wiser. Such has been, is and will be a New York
municipal election. ) ‘

The campaign of this year presents minor variations.
The great issue of the strusgle is apparently the five-cant
fare. There are a half million unemployed in New Yark
alone, and thousands more working irregularly and on
short time. The streets and parks are full to ovetﬁowins
with unemployed workers with the signs of years o
exploitatjon in their calloused hands and lined faces. The
hundreds of thousands of women workers of the city are
leading lives of anxiety and rrivation with unemployment
and starvation wages star ng them in the face, The
great slums of New York, the filthiest and most over-
crowded in the world, cover a suffering mass of humanity
driven together by the speculators’ rent of war times
and vicious and uncontrolled landlordism. Side by side
with all this misery the wealth of New York Jnn es it-
self shamelessly. Unimaginable luxury is hidden behind
the satin and lace clad windows of the mansions of the
rich. The shops of the wealthy quarter exhibit exotic
articles de luxe plundered from every quarter of, the
globe and brought here for the gratification of the Ameri-
can money kings of the world. Fifth Avenue looks as did
the Nevsky Prospekt before the Rusgsian  Revolution.
And yet for Fusionist, Tammanyite and Socialist the
chief issue of the New York Citz campaign is the five-
cent fare. Socialism hopes to achieve this all-important
end thorugh municipal ownership, Fusion by the Transit
Commission and Hylan by standing pat. But the end
is the same.

Echoes of the world crisis are heard in New York, the
cry of starving Russia face to face with the bayonets of
the Allies, the flaint of enslaved Germany under the heel
of the Versailles imperialism, the murmur the un-
employed masses roaming the streets of all cities of the
world. The first shocks of the world-wide economic
carthquake are being felt in Wall Street, But the New
York electioneers, Republican, Democrat and Socialist,
prate of rates and offices, schools and street railways,
and above all of the five-cent fare,

The Fusionists are frankly the r}nesenttﬁves of large
capitalism and landlordism in New York, the guardians
of property and 'vested interests. Openly and cynically
they are now alayin the game of the traction interests
in New York City, threatening the use of their power in
the state and its Transit Commission when the local
population proves intractable. They rely for support
upon property and reaction and upon the mass of stupid
and respectable “good citizens” of the rofessional and
middle class, and particylarly upon the new women
voters, for whom honesty, efficiency and economy in the
city adminiatration are the watchwords rather than prop-
erty and privilege. Attacks on Tammany corryption apd
stronf language in favor of more and better schoolg serve
to delude the well-intentioned, Beneath this camo
of civic virtue and humanitarianism lies'the enemy, capi-

X

electoral amrun Men may come and men

S
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talism. The strength of Fusion is the strength of the
existing system, entrenched and inert. :

The Hylan administration represents the smaller
business interests, numerous in commercial New York,
and expresses the timid venom of the petty bourgeoisie
toward big capital. With the support of these elements,
the unenlightened mass of the workers in the A. F. of
L. unions, the Irish and German nationalists, and the
large population of the New York underworld, Tammany

dares to fling down the gage of battle to the big capital-
ists—and demand the five-cent fare and things as they "

are. Not a word of the  terrible evils of landlordism,

unemployment, wage reductions and destitution! Only
the five-cent fare.

From the standpoint of the class-conscious worker, to
attack Tammany or Fusion is like kicking a dead dog.
They have no claim to his consideration. The So-
cialist Party is in a different situation. In the past it
has boasted of the loyalty of larger masses of organized
workers, and still claims to represent their interests. The
Socialist party has shown, however, in this campaign
more clearly than ever that it is totally unfit to represent
the working class in the issues which confront it today,

and that it has become merely a reform party of the |

small middle classes.

The two chief issues on’ which the socialists have

fought this election are schools and transit. The school

issue is merely a leaf taken from the Fusion platform,
the transit issue another from the Hylan platform. Both
are put forward in the same spirit of demagogy and
vote~catching that characterizes the capitalist parties.
The real issues of the working class, unemployment,
landlordism, cost of liviing, the labor struggle, and the
international labor movement, are ignored because they
do not fit in conveniently with the socialist plans for

peaceful reformist activity.

The one ray of hope ifor the workers in the municipal
campaign has been the campaign of the Workers’ League.
This campaign has endeavored to make clear to the
workers that it is hopeless to expect reforms in a capi-
talist state, and that they must send reprensentatives fo
legislative bodies only to voice their protest against the
existing system. The immediate demands of the Work-
ers? League drag to light the issues whiich are vital to
the working class from the oblivion where they have
been left by all the other parties. The Workers’ League
voices the necessity of mass action on both the political
and industrial fields to resist capitalist aggression, and
calls'upon the workers to elect its candidates as the only
true representdtives of the working-class on the munici-
pal ticket. Two of its six candidates, Gitlow and Win-
itzky, are now serving long terms in prison fbr so-called
criminal syndicalism, that is, fearless charnpionship of
the workers’ interests, while two others, Edward Lind-
gren and Rose Pastor Stokes are under indictment for
the same crime. Every vote for the candidates of the
Workers’ League is a gesture of, defiance to eapitalist
persecution. ¢

Lastly, the Workers® League is the only party in this
campaign whiich: represents the {nte_rna:tzonal struggle
of labor against international capitalist imperialism., A
vote for the Socialist Party is a vote for the Socialist be-
trayers of labor the world over, th'e Ramsay' Macdonalds
who are fighting industrial action in England, the Mrs.
Snowdens who found the Russian Revolution unrefined,
the Serratis who perferred the socialism of a handful of

middle-class professionals to the communism of the
working masses, the Kautskys and Bernsteins who sup-
ported the Noskes and Scheidemanns in killing the Ger-
man revolution. A vote for the Socialist party is a vote
for those who are the milk-and-water friends of Soviet
Russia in public, her enemies in private. A vote for
the Workers’ League is a vote for the international
solidarity of labor, for defence of Coviet Russia, for the
triumph of red trade-unionism the world over, under
the banner of the Third International.

A New National Party

The American Labor Alliance during the short period
of its existence has demonstrated the fact that a mere
combination of previously existing organizations is not
sufficient as a foundation for the revolutionary class
struggle in this country which must now assume a broad-
er character and follow the mass tactics marked out for it

by the Third International. To accomplish this task

there is never a political party with a dues-paying mem-
bership which will carry out a clear class-conscious pro-
gram with a true revolutionary discipline.

The Socialist Party is totally unfitted for the task of
political leadership of the toiling masses. It has re-
nounced every revolutionary principle and disavowed the
soviet form of government and the dictatorship of the
proletariat, It has refused to recognize the general strike
as a weapon in the labor struggle and pins its whole faith
upon forcing reforms within the capitalist system by
purely parliamentary activity. It is true that the So-
cialist Party still insists upon a socialist society as its
final aim, but this is a mere paper declaration. The his-
tory of the labor movement of all countries during the
last few years has shown the bankruptcy of the old so-
cialist theory that socialism may be realized by peaceful
means, that by forcing ever more concessions in parlia-
ment capitalism will grow into socialism. “The experi-
ences of this revolutionary epoch,-and particularly of the
Russian revolution, have demonstrated that the liberation
of the working class is to be won tot in parliaments but
on the streets, not by oratorical discourses of socialist
statesmen, but by mass action of the workingmen.

The backwardness of the working class in this country
is to no small degree the fault of the Socialist Party.
Instead of arousing their revolutionary spirit and show-
ing them the true methods of struggle, the Socialist Party
has busied itself with electoral campaigns and legislative
programs. Its fulsome promises made in campaign
speeches were, of coyrse, never realized when it was for-
tunate enough to smuggle one of its candidates into a
legislative body. The workers lost their confidence in
such leadership. From a membership of more than
100,000 the Socialist Party has declined to a membership
of not more than 5,000, and has been deserted completely
by the class-conscious groups of the workers,

The revolutipnary temper of the American workers is
growing under the pressure of an arrogant capitalism that
hesitates at no crime for the perpetuation of its own
domination. To express this revolutionary temper a new
political party of labor must be created without delay.
Such a party would not be satisfied with mere campaign
agitation but would take an active part in the daily strug-
gles of the workers. It should rally the masses with
slogans adapted to their needs and lead them in the
struggle against capitalist oppression. Such a party
would in time become the power through which Socialism
could be realized in the United States.
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The millions of unemployed workers who roam the
streets with empty stomachs and hearts full of bitterness
are fertile soil for a truly revolutionary propaganda.
Once awakened, they would spread the message of lib-
eration broadcast and would arouse the other workers
who do not yet realize their situation.

We hail, therefore, the decision of the American Labor
Alliance to organize a new political party which shall
approach the masses not with the outworn phrases of
liberalism but with the watchwords of their daily strug-
gles, which shall participate actively in the collective life
of the workers and march by their side along the stony
path which leads to the final goal, a workers’ republic in
America.

Women in Politics

* The years of suffrage agitation are over. The ardent
speeches for liberty, equality, and fraternity for women are
a thing of the past. -Drawing-rooms no longer ring with
the impassioned phrases of the suffragists. The emancipa-
tion of women from social subjection and economic depend-
ence through the power of the ballot, once the announced
aim of the suffragists, has been forgotten for the more en-
tertaining and less difficult game of political intrigue for
place and power in the old parties. The new generation of
hard-fisted and materialistic women politicians instead of

- cleansing politics according to their pre-suffrage promise

have leaped into the mire and are disporting themselves
merrily there.

The more conservative element among the suffragists
under the leadership of Mrs. Catt, having sold. themselves
and the men of the country to the government during the
war, are continuing the revolting bargain in peace time.
They have not hesitated to throw their political influence to
the support of the patriotic defence societies, the official
propaganda organizations and the whole apparatus of reac-
tion. The Woman’s Party, which used the methods of di-
rect action to attain suffrage, albeit in very tame fashion,
has - failed to fulfil the promise of its youth. The more
radical young bourgeois women, who were its leaders, have
been unable to unite on any program for the use of their
new political power and to cover their futility have fallen
back into a campaign for legal equality for women, }v.r!nc_h
will serve to keep their ranks united on a purely feministic
and safe bourgeois issue for years to come. '

The political bankruptcy of the middle class women’s
movement now stands clearly revealed. Woman suffrage
has failed to cleanse politics, it has failed to realize the
social equality or the economic independence of its own
supporters, it has failed to rouse the much-heralded moral
idealism of the female sex to the support of such obvious
humanitarian ideals as-opposition to militarism and imper-
ialism and the starvation of populations by the economic
Blockade. In fact, this very idealism of women, a bourgeois
sentimentality which flourishes in the' rarefied, atmosphere
of economic parasitism, has proven a most useful tool in
the hands of the wily bourgeois politicians. e

Through the skilful manipulation of moral and religious
phrases by Wilson, Harding and their ilk, the women voters
are being dragged at the chariot wheels of capitalist imper-
ialism. Exploitation of the workers, bloody suppression of
subject peoples, cynical preparation for world slaughter,
all these can be palmed off upon the women of the middle
casses and secure their enthitsiastic support, if coated with
sugary phrases about disarmament, the association of na-
tions, the safeguarding of liberty, and the like.

The women of the middle classes since their enfranchise-
ment have avoided or glossed over every vital political issue
concerning society as a whole or their own position. They
have shown themselves as self-deluded hypocrites in their
“moral” support of an immoral and iniquitous political sys-
tem. Failing to achieve their own emancipation, because
that emancipation can only be achieved by a destruction
of capitalism, they are standing on the necks of the work-
ers with the men of their class. Even the most radical of
them have been unprepared to use their new political wea-
pon for the support of the labor movement, the only hope
for a better world.

What of the working women of Amierica? Their pol-
itical and economic problems are very different from those
of the women of the middle class. For that reason the be-

* lated liberal slogan of political freedom produced little res--

ponse from them, and the voting privilege, now that it has
been granted, arouses little interest among them. They
have no national economic or political organization. The
Women’s Trade Union League, which travels on the pre-
tence of representing the working women, is an autocratic
organization of middle-class sentimentalists with political
axes of their own to grind. Their slight working-class con-
nections they have magnified and used to bolster up the
government and the Gompers machine in its worst deals.
Clearly the Women’s Trade Union League is even less fit
than the official labor movement to aid the women workers
in their labor struggle.

Yet, powerless as they are, the working women of Amer-
ica must and will attain power. As the most downtrodden
and exploited section of the working class they must be
brought to a realization of their position and the necessity
of organization on the political and economic field. As the
suffering wives and mothers of underpaid and unemployed
workers they must make their voice heard in the present* !
economic crisis. Once awakened the working women will
prove a real reservoir of power in the revolutionary strug-
gle. The splendid spirit of the American women workers
wherever they have succeeded in organizing, as in the
garment industries, shows the hope for the future. The
working women of America will fight side by side with the
working men for the overthrow of capitalism, through which
alone they can realize their emancipation both as women
and as workers.

. The 'reyolutionary labor movement must not make the \And
mistake of neglecting the work of educating and organizing
the women workers for economic and political action.
The beginning made by the militant groups in certain wom- :
en’s unions and by the Workers’ League of Greater New |
York must be continued on a nation-wide scale. The . :
organizations of working women will contribute untold /
strength and vitality to a national party of labor. They

must not be left aside or outside. _ \ :

————
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- Iﬁlmédiaté Demands and Others

"By A. BITTELMAN

There is some uneasiness in the minds of a certain revo-
lutionary element of the working class regarding the
immediate demands contained in the platform of the
Workers’ League of New York City. Doubts are being

xpressed regarding the consistency with revolutionary
policy of presenting any demands to the capitalistic
world. Furthermore the question is asked, is a campaign
on an issue of legislative demands conducive to the revo-
lutionary development of the proletarian class-struggle?
And lastly, is it not imitating the betrayers from the
Socialist camp to present legislative solutions for prob-
lems such as unemployment? First, it is necessary to
point out that the platform of the Workers’ League does
not propose solutions in. its immediate demands but
declares that “Even security of a job is becoming a thing of
the past fon an ever-increasing number of workers. Capi-
talism can no longer provide work or subsistence for the
broad laboring masses. The working class of America, as
of other countries, must therefore do away with capitalism
in order to live. And this can only be done by establishing a
Soviet ‘Republic in the United States. This is the funda-
mental aim with which the Workers’ League of Greater New
York enters the 1921 campaign.”

This quotation from the platform should dispel all
doubts regarding the intention of the Workers’ League
to solve the contradictions of capitalism in any way save
by the abolition of the present order of things through
tEé seizure of political power by the working class of
this country. L IR

On the issue of presenting immediate demands we
have been fighting our major battles with the social pat-
. riots and betrayers of the American working class. As
a result there are nowadays very few class-conscious
workers in the United States who do not realize the op-
upist, anti-proletarian nature of the Socialist Party.
s has become apparent to large numbers of the work-
ers mainly because of the merciless criticism of the every
day immediate practices of Hillquit, Berger and Com-
pany . But in justly attacking the immediate demands
of the Socialist Party the revolutionary group has moved
too far to the left.

-The position of the Leftists is wrong theoretically as
well as practically. Theoretically the preparation for the
social revolution, 'the sole task of the revolutionary
movement, is not a one-act affair. It is a long sequence
of many acts developing as the class struggle develops,
day by day. This everyday class struggle is and must
be for immediate demands Large masses never strug-

le for anything élse. Even that goal, the proletarian
Eictato;ship, which ‘looks now so theoretical will some
day become the immediate demand of the masses of the
workers.

The difficulty of relating the politics and activities of
the revolutionary movement to the every day struggle
of the workers 1s complicated by those who reason as
follows: Since the worﬁing masses will struggle only for
immediate betterment of their conditions, the revolu-
tionary worker should not “lower” himself to champion-
ing the average worker's immediate interests. This is
the :affair of the trade union bureaucats and yellow so-
cialists. The revolutionary workers on the other hand
must keep the banner of their final aims high above the

vulgar turmoil of ev day life, waiting for the day
when the imminent crash of capitalist economy will com-
pel large masses of the workers to raise their heads to
this banner and carry it to victory.

This is the state of mind of those workers who cannot
agree to the immediate demands in the platform of the
Workers’ League. Otherwise they would agree that our
present slogan must be of an immediate nature. What-
ever our final goal may be, our start must always be
made toward the things which the large masses of
workers actually want now. Effective slogans must al-
ways be of a nature to call forth a direct and immediate
response from the proletarian masses. In some cases
slogans may call upon workers to institute a change di-
rectly by the strength of their organized might. Even
then, except in the case of the final conflict for power,
demands may have to be presented to the capitalists and
their state institutions.

Considering the platform of the Workers’ League from
this point of view its immediate demands are : Emergency
legislation to check the campaign of the capitalists for
the reduction in wages and for the “open shop,” and to
ameliorate the conditions of unemployment; hands off
Mexico and Haiti; the recognition of Soviet Russia and
resumption of trade relations with her. The reduction of
wages and the campaign for the “open shop” is being
resisted by numerous groups of workers. Most of these
fights are ineffective because they are being waged by
comparatively small and isolated groups. In many in-
stances the workers are compelled to submit to the dic-
tates of the capitalists. The Workers’ League opens its
municipal campaign precisely on this issue. If it wages a
real campaign of agitation and organization the result
will be that the workers’ struggle against wage reduc-
tions and the “open shop” will be intensified and ex-
tended. Then again the Workers’ League demands emer-
gency legislation for the relief and amelioration of the
conditions of the unemployed. It tells the workers that
unemployment as a social phenomenon cannot be dealt
with under capitalism, that it is only the results of un-
employment that can be ameliorated, if the workers
themselves will organize.

Underlying the immediate demands is the idea that the
parliamentary activities of the candidates of the Work-
ers’ League, should they be elected, are merely supple-
mentary $o the main struggle that the workers themslves
will have to wage. Whatever can be secured undei capi-
talism toward ameliorating the conditions of the un-
employed will have to be fought for hard and bitterly by
the masses themselves through strikes and demonstra-
tions. As far as the candidates of the Workers’ League
are concerned, standing upon the political field they will
agitate, organize and unify this mass struggle shaping its
devclogment to the best interests of the working class
as a whole.

Does this look like opportunist Socialism? Never did
the socialists conceive a parliamentary campaign in this
manuner. The mistake of the workers who dislike the
immediate demands of the platform lies in their failure
to differentiate between the politics of the social-patriots
and of the social revolutionists. The former frame their
immediate demands with a view to refurming capitalism,

(Continued on Page 10)
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Proletarian Dictatorship

]

There are no special issues in this mayoralty i est in the world and the working class among the most'
u w:ﬁ' not i g '

as far as you the workers are congerned. Yo "
be one bit better off if either M. Hylan, the Democrat, The worker is exploited you may, say, use the
Mr. Curran, the Republican, or Mr. Panken, the Socialist, individual employer capitalist is too greedy. If all'
is elected to the distinguished position of mayor of the capitalists would only be like Henry Pw‘
largest city in the United States. The day after election, would be different. What did Heary do? . He closed his
if you are fortunate enough to have a jog, you will still  plants when business became slack ‘and threw his army
work as before and if you are one of the unemployed you of workers out of work for months. When he re-opened
will be madly hunting for a chance to work, , them he announced a reduction in the se rice of his

If you for one moment believe that Mr. Panken, the carsand an increased profit per car for the Ford com
Socialist, as mayor of New York City, could improve MTr. FO"‘! explained that this was dccomplighed
your conditions as a worker you are not only deluded but by reducing the labor costs of a l;?rd flivver from
badly informed. The Socialist Party controls one large to$98. Mr. Ford, however, found himself growing richer
city in the United States, the city of Milwaukee. Umn. than before. Evidently the workers cannot depend for
employment, poverty, crime, prostitution, low wages, long their salavation upon the magnammity of - the individual
hours, high prices and all the other characteristic evils of capitalist. '
the capitalist system flourish there as elsewhere. The The workers, to protect their livelihood, must replace
worker in Milwaukee under a socialist administration is the capitalist domination with their awn domination.
exploited by capitalism v{,ust as the workers in every other Then the working class would own the land, the wealth
large American city. hen you wake up the day after and the industries of the country. They would own their
election you will wonder what all the political excitement iobs. They would work for their own profits' and not
was about. As for the issues of the campaign you will for those of the capitalist. The more clothing, the more
have already forgotten them. food, and the more necessaries and comforts of life

The question of your job is the all-important issue for Wwould produce the better would be the living conditions
you. In your job you are interested every day in the for all the workers.
year. When you are cut of a job you are extremely in- There is, therefore, for the workers in every cam
terested in getting one soon. If you have a relatively  but one issue, the abolition of the capitalist system. ' It
?’ood job you eat relatively well, clothe yourself com- is an issgg that they must face every day.  Black or
ortably, live in fairly decent quarters and enjoy yourself white, Christian or ¢w, American, Polish or Irish, the
somewhat. If you have a bad job, you work hard, receive workers must stand together to wrest the ownership and
small wages, eat little and cheap food, wear shoddy clothes, control of the wealth and industries from the hands of
live in the foul, cramped quarters of a dirty tenement the capitalist class, ’
district and suffer all the ills of the poverty-stricken. If The issue then for the workin class at all times is the
you have no job at all you will steal if ou have the daily struggle of the working Jm ing
nerve, or accept the bitter scraps of charity {f you haven’t tion and ictatorship of the capitalist class. The work-
—or else you will starve. ing class and the capitalist class are facing each other as

Your job is your life every minute of the hour and oppos:sg ":li;' i? %etdly coml:)t& .T::‘ talist class
every hour of the day up till the last moment of your owr;s ehwld - o the eountl’h T it & i of A
existence. If You want to better your existence as a ate%-l::o o9 ?ln s ti 't. wealth. he.m"‘“’ o ,‘h“
worker you must do so at your job. Of course you may Wealth gives the capf “l{”t class power, rlcheg. case, Jux-
say that you do not intend to remain a worker, that you YrY: A small part o the worhng class, that is, the com-
are going into business, that you are goins to become ™MURISts and revolutionary unionists, is ﬁ.btin‘ con-
rich, for America is a land of golden opportunities. Per- “'21‘“" f the larger part unconsciously, to wrest the
haps you may succeed. But you will admit that the vast Wealth hr om the capitalist class. The working class
majority of American people do not succeed. The vagt Wants the own:rsh: of th? wealth of the country for the
majority of the Americaq people, if they want to improve 8"’;: reason that the capitalist class leﬂ“ it, becauge
their lot, seek to do so through their jobs. But jobs to- mfxc howners}up means power and we} g ;l'be }dctory
day are the private property of the capitalists who own ©f the working class ns the abolition o capitalism
the wealth and the industries of the country. and the liberation of the’workers from economic bond-

s : . age. Capitalist society fights to maintain clasa rule with

The capitalist class owus the means by which the alf jtg antagonisms, inequalities, and blood consequences.
working class must work m order to live. In industry The working class fights for the of a sge

the capitalist is an autocrat who dictates every condition ciety based u the abolition of all the u;
of the worker’s life. The worker receives for his work of t{c wealthp:fnthe country for the mm i
wages, the capitalist the product that the worker pro- How is it possible for the capitalist class which repre-
duces. If the worker received in wages as much money gents such a small percentage of the population of the
as the product of his toil ig worth the capitalist could United States to keep in subjection over 100 n
make no profits. The worker not only produces the people? Because the capitalist class is stro ':3&
equivalent of his wages but the profits of the capitalist and the working class is not, Because ¢ _“Mm class
as well, The capitalist class -becomes richer and richer controls the government, The 'UWSW protects
hecause « thc{ can gontinue tp g3ther in_ profits produced with all its might the power and’ privileges of the oil
by the workers. The workers become orer and poorer kings, steel magnates, : ?n Mrers, mer-

because they work to enrich the ca italists, Thatis why chants. It protecta the wealth of the cin Ncl‘l?
in the United Statas today the cgpi‘t’alist class is the rich- jp spite of _&e fact that it hnbeeu aceum ‘(J;; fraud,

N
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plunder and theft, Furthermore, the capitalist class owns
and controls the press, the: pulpit, the movies, the thea-
tres and almost every agency of public-information and
instruction. The workers are poisoned with false ideas

about government and economics, about religion and

morals, aboyt patriotism and about: history and are kept in
ignorance or intentionally misinformed with regard to every
movement or event of interest to the workers. )
/The capitalist class is not molested in its organization.
It enjoys absolute freedom to do as it pleases, The
working class, however, is brutally assaulted and merci-

lessly persecuted in all its attempts at organization. In

Mingo the heroic. miners are shot down like dogs because
‘they try to organize. Mooney, thought declared inno-
-cent, is still in jail because he is a leyal member of the
working ¢lass. Thousands of workers in the United

States are in jail today, some serving sentences as severe
as 20 years because they dared to champion openly the
‘cause of the poor, and oppressed,

*In ‘the United States today workers are heaten up,
judges issue injunctions against them, private gang-
sters hired as detectives by capitalist corporations
shoot them down, the clergy hurls its holy wrath and the
curse of damnation upon them, and the government jails
them because ‘they attempt to resist the campaign on
‘the part of their ‘industrial masters to reduce wages,
lengthen the hours of employment and smash the unions.

If you are unemployed, if you suffer the gnawing pangs
of hunger, if you congregate as the unemployed did in
New York City to demonstrate the obvious fact of your
terrible suffering and misery, you will find the police well
fed and well armed, ready to make you realize that slaves
must suffer in silence. The United States government
spends billions to help finance business. The shippiniain-
“terests, the railroads, the manufacturers and bankers have
all been the recipients of its bounty.” But Mr, Harding,
~ president of the United States, the supposed chosen rep-
resentative of the people, says that the unemployed can-
not expect any relief that will necessitate the drawing of
‘money from the United States treasury. Mr. Hoover, at
the opening “of the unemployed conference, gave addi-
tional notice to the starving workers that they can expect
no relief legislationvfwm‘%ongress. The United States
government will spend more money for the preservation
and) care of pigs than it will for the preservation and care
'of 'the people, for pigs are private property.

The United States is the richest country in the world.
Its working class has produced billions of dellars worth
of food, clothing, fuel, and other cammodities, But there
is poverty, want and hunger in the land because the
workers in America work for the profits of others and not
for themselves. There is no sane reason why millions of
workers with their dependents suffer hunger when they
are willing to ‘work but unable to find a job. There is no
reason why little children should be stinted in their youth
because their fathers were denied the opportunity of earn-
ing’a livelihood. A 'government that protects a system of
1;:nvatc: ownership which piles up untold wealth in the

ands of a'few and leaves millions to starve is an un just,
tyrannical government. Such is the government of the
United States.

No politicians can help you as workers nor can re-
fom}s help you. The workers must help themselves.
Aga.msg the capitalist government, the unit front of the
capitalist class, the workers should hurl their organized
g:\yer. FThe wealth that the workers produce should

long to them, If the capitalist class needs a govern-
ment to protect it in its ownership of the wealth accumu-
lated by robbing the workers, then the workers must

organize a government of their own to protect their
rights. - A working class government organized on the
basis of,common ownership of the wealth of the country
for the benefit of the producers is the only way out of
the nightmare of capitalism with its crime, poverty, and
unemployment, its imperialism and war-makins. To
accomplish this revolution is necessary. The Workerg’
League asks you as a worker to register your opposition
to capitalism and your determination to fight in the ranks
of the working class to abolish it. The message of the
Workers' League is directed to all workers, voters or
non-voters. The destruction of capitalism at all times is

.the immediate issue confronting the working class.

Organize the might of the workers in powerful unions,
abolish capitalism and its bloody tyranny, and erect in
its' place a government of, by and for the working class.

IMMEDIATE DEMANDS AND OTHERS
(Continued from page 8)

the latter with a view to destroying it. The former pres-
ent immediate demands irrespective of the actual state of
the class struggle, the latter make the class struggle the
startfng point for the presentation of their demands. The
former propose means for the realization of their jmme-
diate demands calculated to allay the unrest of the
workers, the latter base the realization of their demands
upon the direct struggle of the masses themselves. This
in a nut shell is the difference between the policy of the
social patriots and the revolutionists. A careful analysis
of the platform of the Workers' League of New York
City and the municipal program of the Socialist Party of
New York will prove conclusively this difference in
policy.

. In the revolutionary class-struggle the real utility of
immediate demands is dependent, first upon the nature
of the demands, next the method of presentation and
lastly the means of realization. If these three conditions
are satisfied in accordance with sound revolutionary
policy, then immediate demands will serve their purpose,
that is to organize and train the working class for the
final conflict for political power,
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The Railroad Crisis

By C. S. WARE

Presidents, Governors, Boards of Directors and bank-

ers are all busy expounding to the “public” what the’

railroad controversy is all about, while conferences are
the order of the day in railroad circles. The Brother-
hoods are meeting in Chicago with the Rail Board, the
A. F. of L, craft unions are conferring with themselves,
and the railroad executives who have set the match to the
fuse are waiting. The issue of the controversy is made
to appear a reduction of wages, an issue upon which the
“public” has already made up its mind. = Actually the
issue is far more serious, Nothing less than the complete
annihilation of organized labor is the aim of the present
capitalist policy.

The powerful forces which are attacking the ranks of
workers at the present moment can only be understood
after a brief survey of the industrial development of the
United States. In the period from 1893 to 1898, as a
result of a policy of reckless rate-cutting and competi-
tion, 65% of the railroad mileage of the country was in
the hands of receivers. It was at this juncture that the
former J. P. Morgan formulated new commandments for
big business. “Don't fight each other. Don't waste the
strength of one another, Stand together and divide the
profits which assuredly will be yours.,” Mr. Morgan had
up to this time been a banker. Now he became a railroad
magnate, and he reorganized practically the entire Ameri-
can railroad system upon the plan of “community of
interest” and elimination of competition. ’

A few years later in 1901 he had a further chance to
apply his theories regarding “community of interest.”
Carnegie was threatening a steel war. The Rockefeller
intereets, fearing the competition of Mr. Carnegie in the
Lake Superior ore fields, attempted to buy him out, but
would not pay his price. Carnegie at once started to
carry out his threats by cutting prices and beginning to
build his own carriers.” The Standard Oil group joined
with the independents and turned to Morgan. The result
was the organization of the United States Steel Corpora-
tion,

Morgan had well estimated the importance to capitalists
of combination. Not three months later he had begun the
task of preventing combination among the workers and
had crushed the ﬁ)cgimu'ng of organization among the
steel workers, Competition forbidden to the capitalists
was prescribed for the workers. Labor must never be
allowed to stand together. Mr. Morgan's slogan was “No
compromise!” and it has been the motto of the steel
industry ever since.

From the destruction of the organization of the steel
workers the same power moved on into the soft coal dis-
tricts of West Virginia. Here the United States Steel
Corporation operates through the United States Coal and
Coke Compan; and with the help of the United States
Army works 170,000 acres of coal lands in Mingo, Logan
and McDowell counties. With all other soft coal dis-
tricts organized and perhaps striking, this section alone
could keep the wheels of the capitalist machinery moving.
The other large compan operating in the unorganized
field is the Norfolk and Western R. R., which is directly
controlled by Morgan representatives, and the same

group is now directing the full power of its organization
against the railroad workers.

N

It is interesting to see who controls these railroads
which not only connect the coal fields with the steel
industries but are the arterjes through which the life of
the country pulses.

There are just 25 men who link together 99 of the
Class I railroads operating almost a quarter of a million
miles or 8% of the country’s steam transportation sys-
tem. Messrs. Stotesbu Morgan, Lamont and other
partners of the Bank of %organ are directors on 12 rajl-
roads. Mr. Morgan and Mr. Baker also control well y
wards of 2-5 of the stock of the National City Bank, while

rincipal directors of this bank, Messrs. Wm. Rocke-
eller, Ammon, McCormick and others hold 48 railroad
directorships. This is the group who own the oil, steel,
copper, coal and the banks. This js the group whose
existence depends upon an unorganized, disunited work-
ing class,
he railroad situation as presented by these capitalists
would be in their own words somewhat as follows: We
gave over pur roads to the government for use in winning
the war. They were returned to us jn crippled condition.
The wages of the men had been raised out of all pro-
ortion to other costs. The total yearly increase “was
558,000,000. Specified rules resardmg wasteful and in-
efficient labor conditions were mposed upon us. The
workers were spoiled by the pampering or an incom
Sovernment and we were allowed a ‘guarantee 7:;-
Six months only and that for not more than 6% upon our
invested capital. We must return to an efficient footing.
We must reduce wages and change working conditions.

The Railroad Brotherhoods are quick to reply: You
turned over your roads and rollin stock in outrageous
condition to the government. ou charged a rental
which Senator Cummins stated on the floor of the Senate

state Commerce Commission for the same period was
$1,340,000,000, or a difference of $576,000,000 in your
favor. Your own officials operated the railroads under
government control and for any carelessness, waste or
inefficiency which occurred they and you were responsi-
ble. You carried on a calculated and persistent cam-
paign to discredit government control.  You sold equip-
ment and repairs to yourselves at exorbitant rates and
charge it up to the Government. Your officials have been
found guilty in court of such acts. In the months
covered by the government guarantee you not only esti-
mated your income on the basis of exaggerated res,
purporting to represent your investment, but you bought,
sold and contracted with yourselves for supplies and
repairs at 200-500% more than they were worth, In this -
way you reduced your net income to 314-4% and now
demand the rest of your guaranteed profit from the
ernment. When we, the workers, voted by a majority of
90 to 98% to strike in rotest at the wage reduction of
12% you went to Wash ngton, conferred with President
Harding and his advisers, then returned to Chica
announced that “not only would a further reduction in
pay be demanded but a radical change in the rules and
working conditions which ' were inaugurated ynder the
Uniteded ”Sutes Railroad Administration’ would be re-
quested. ' i

(Continued on page 14)
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From ‘the Prison Cell
LETTERS FROM GITLOW 'AND WINITZKY
Comrades: L

I take this opportunity to send my greetings to the Work-
ers’ League in the midst of its campaign o bring the truth
to the workers of New York City, and to lead them fotth
as the vanguard in the coming revolutionary struggle in
the United States. The Workers' League is sending forth
a call that will soon ring from one end of the country to
the other, and will mobilize the forces of the workers for
the final battle with capitalism., ‘

Arrayed against the révolutionary ranks of the workers
are all the redctionary, treacherous and bloody forces of
capitalist society such as the schools, the press, the pulpit,
the yellow socialist and conservative labor union organiza-
tions, but the most formidable force is that of the govern-
ment with its police and military powers. Capitalism in
the United States is drunk with power. The American
capitalist class has accumulated fortunes in the hands of
individuals to the hundreds of millions of dollars, while
the aggregate of privately owned capital accumulated stag-
gers the imagination. The United States is to-day the
mightiest capitalist power in the world. But this vast
accumulation of wealth contributes nothing to the welfare
or prosperity of America’s workers. On the contrary, the
Anterican workers are sinking deeper and deeper in the
ecopamic scale. They are suffering more severely from un-
employment than the workers of any other country. Those
that are fortunate enough to have work must work for wages
that have been reduced 15 to 50 per cent. Following the
actificial prosperity of the war has come the present crisis
in which the capitalist class are using the weapon of the open
shop campaign to drive the workers down into conditions
of real slavery. Workers in one branch of industry after
another have béen forced to accept large reductions in wages,
a lengthening of the working day, and an increased speed in
production in order to enable American capitalism to com-
pete in the world markét,

The labot organizations that boasted of their power dur-
ing the period-of war prosperity have been unable to combat
the pro-slavery forces. They have been badly defeated
wherever they attempted to resist. In most instances they
were forced to accept meekly the conditions of slavery dic-
tated by the capitalist owners of industry.

The world war with its insatiable appetite for commodi-
ties was responsible for the organization of American indus-
try on a highly efficient and productive basis. With the
aid of the government there sprang into being gigantic fac-
tories with mew and improved machinery, which utilized
the most modern scieotific methods for large production.

The abnormal development of the forces of production in
the United States as a result of the war has opened the
eyes of the American capitalists to the fieed of foreign mar-
kets and imperialist éxpansion. * The enormous production
How possible must be sold if at all to foreign countries.
The United States is today glutted with a large amount of
idle capital, to which gold that has been arriving from
Eutope since the end of the war has added greatly. This
idle capital cannot be utilized because of the bankruptcy of
Europe, and unemploynient ensues.

The accumulation of idle capital in the hands of the
American capitalists has its natural expression in the imper-
ialist policy of the ‘American government. Imperialism is
now absolutely necessary for the continued existence of
American capitalism. Hence the American imperialist ad-

vances in Mexico, Haiti, Panama, Cuba, Santo Domingo,
and elsewhere. Domination over undeveloped capitalist
coyntries and eolonial expansion has now become the ac-
cepted policy of the United States. It turns its eyes espe-
cially to the East where the greatest imperialist prizes are
to be won, the vast undeveloped resources of Siberia and
China with their millions of workers to be exploited. Here
the United States meets the opposition of her imperialist
rival, Japan. The culminating glory of capitalist civiliza-
tion will be an American-Japanese war, with all its dreadful
consequences to the working class.

To insure the dominance of capitalism and its imperialist
ex{)ansion the capitalist government of the United States
will drivé millions of its workers to the insane hells of war
and death. The lot of the workers during peace or war
will be increasing misery, ufitold suffering, unemployment,
insecurity, and death.

The Workers’ League must enter the organized ranks of
the workers and fight with them in all their struggles against
their oppressors. The Workers' League must be an active
participant in every phase of the class war. So it will win
the support of the workers and bring nearer the proletarian
revolution in America.

Comrades, I send you my heartiest greetings and wish
you the greatest possible success in all your endeavors.

BENJAMIN GITLOW.

Comrades :—

It is with great joy and deep gratification that I learn of
the formation of a real revolutionary working class political
movement in America. It is my earnest hope and desire
that you comrades, assembled here in convention, will
faithfully perform your duties to the American proletariat,
and strive to fulfil the historic mission of the revolutionary
working class.

The American workers for many years have drifted from
one bourgeois political party to the other in the hope of
finding a way out of the mire of wage slavery. They have
been taught to believe that they are different from the work-
ers of other countries, that here in America all men are
free and equal, that Justice and Equality reign supreme,
and that in this glorious democracy slavery is a thing of the
past. But clanking chains are no longer necessary to keep
slaves in subjection. Society has improved its devices for
oppression in the passing centuries. Far more effective
than chains, and balls, and the iron collar, is the ownership
of the means whereby men live. Whoever controls these
is a potentate, by whatever name he is called, and those who
depend upon him are slaves by whatever name they are
called.

During the past twenty years, however, there has been a
gradual drift from these. political parties to the now sterile
and obsolete Socialist Party. Slowly but surely, many work-
ers came to have faith in the Socialist ideal, the destruction
of the capitalistic system and the ultimate establishment of
a worker’s republic, and in the Socialist Party as the embodi-
ment of that ideal. But the Socialist Party, like all vacil-
lating and reformist movements, has continually betrayed the
trust of the working class. They have “sold their birth-
right for a mess of pottage.” They have betrayed the fun-
damental principles of socialism which they professed to
serve in order that they might keep Meyer London in Con-
gress, and a few Assemblymen in the Legislature.

The World War has left economic collapse and destitu-
tion in its train. Conditions have been going from bad to
worse, until to-day, almost three years after the signing of
the armistice, half of Europe is still in a state of war, and

(Continued on Page 14)
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The Workers' League Campaign

By ISRAEL AMTER . .

It was not a mere accident that the Workers’ League of
Greater New York launched its electoral campaign at the
present moment. It was not an accident that the League
came into being at a time when the country is facing tre-
mendous labor upheavals. The Workers’ League is the
product of a crying need for a political party which will
enter into the vital conflicts of the workers,—their very
struggles for existence, -

The fearful unemployment which has been growing from
month to month, the gncreasing demands of the employers
for reductions of wages, while the cost of living continues
to mount, their insistence on longer hours, which can only
result in the unemployment of further millions, and the
concentrated movement and organized campaign to institute
the open shop regardless of consequences, these are but a
few of the cardinal conditions that called for an organiza-
tion like the Workers’ League to step into the arena gnd
take up the gauntlet thrown down by the bosses and ‘their
government.

The crisis in the coal industry, the threatened wage re-
duction and strike in the meat indust , the threatened
railroad strike, appear like isolated manifestations of labor
unrest, but in reality are all so closely related to the present
capitalist crigis that the necessity of a unifying agent for

the labor struggle, such as a political party of labor, becomes:

apparent at once.

The capitalists of this country, conscious of their power,
both economic and political, and of their strangle-hold on
the world situation, do not hesitate to challenge the united
and disunited labor forces of the country. Although greater
chaos confronts the actual operation of industry in this
country than in any other part of the world, the capitalists
who have created this situation, sure of their control and
of the strength of the government, do not hesitate to plunge
still further into chaos.

The American workers are unprotected in the face of
these pressing problems. They do not understand the situ-
ation as do the European workers and are not so well
organized. Against the drive of the bosses to enslave them
economically, they have not even the safeguard of powerful
organizations. Whatever the treachery of the yellow union
leaders of Europe, none has descended so low as the Ameri-
can “leaders.” None has so brazenly rejected the notion ot
international affiliation as have the leaders of the A. F. of
L. None has so stupidly accepted the dicta of capitalist
patriotism as have American labor “leaders,” such as Gom-
pers and Lewis. Face to fuace with open capitalist and gov-
ernmental despotism, with the open application of force,
coercion and violence, as evidenced at Mingo, Albany, Troy,
Denver, Bisbee and Calumet, with the abrogation of the
“constitutional” rights of free speech, free assemblage and
free press, American labor organizations have crumbled.

They have crumbled because at their head are men who
cannot and dare not face the issues. They know that it
means a fight, a struggle, but they have neither the cour-
age nor the intellectual clarity to face it. They know, or
they seem to sense, that struggles today tend to mass mani-
festations and mow no lomger are directed against the
employers, but against the govermment. They know that
the government, in its “paternalism” toward the capitalists,
intervenes and must intervene whenever capitalist dominion
is endangered.

From experience, the workers are inning to reglize
that short strikes with great power bem them .aione can
succeed. The workers are also beginning to grasp that
strikes sole_}y as mere ecomomic tests’ of power ' are
doomed. he few gains made are  offset . by the
power of the bosses to rob them at the other end.
Hence the tendency to enlist larger and larger numbers of
workers in strikes. Hence the government's interference
with greater frequency. Hence the undisguised elimination
of “rights.” It is a test of power, and the labor
unequal to the task, flinch, hesitate and back down! Back
down as Lewis backed down, as the miners’ convention
backed down in refusing to stand behind Howat, and in not
supporting the Mingo miners by a general strike, which
alone could force the bosses into negotiations. Back down,
as undoubtedly the railroad leaders will back down, utilizing
some such slogan as “public consideration,” since they have
openly been told that the “strike is not against the railroads
but against the government.” . g

As a result of the break-down of the unions and their
inability even to organize the unemployed, there is arising
a movement of rebellion against the presént labor bureau-
::jracy. aiainst the cowardly labor “leaders,” who, even to-

ay, in the midst of unemployment of such vast rtions,
and of fearful wage-slashing, retain their hngl:q:ltiu.
There is a movement to bring the unions together ‘into
industrial unions, into One Big: Union—uwhich is fought as
openly by the labor leaders, as by the bosses and the gov-
ernment. There is the rankand file movement—the
Delegate System—to put all power in the hands of the
workers in the shops. There is a revolutionary mags move-
ment going on in the ranks of labor that is showing itself
all over the country in an endeavor of the rank and file to
get control of the labor organizations,

Propagating these ideas and the necessity of organiging
for achieving them the Woarkers' League tzpeuly
the treacherous Socialist Party, which denounces proletarian
dictatorship and supports capitalist dictatorship. Its ex-
perience of capitalist terrorism at Albany, the counh?ou' t
of Lee and Cassidy as aldermen in the city of New York,
and similar encounters in all parts of the country do not
prevent it from seducing the workers into the belief that
they must use the “pure” methods of parliamentary persua-
sion and the capitalist ballot as the mﬁ" and nig. means
of labor emancipation. It sees in the gradual realization of
reforms the steps to the Socialist state, rather than the
strengthening of the capitalist state. It has rejected the
only possible means of revoluti rect action, interna-

tional organization and proletarian dictatorship—and is lead- -

ing the workers to surrender. In America as in Europe,
the Socialist Party is the heart of counter-revolution,

The crumbling of the Socialist Party, the expulsion and
resignation of all of its revolutionary clements, the slow
permeation of the more virile and progressive unions with
the new labor tactics, and the affronts of the capitalist gov-
ernment have furnished a splendid field for the propagation
of revolutionary ideas by tﬁe Workers' League.

The giant figure of Soviet Russia, the incarnation of the
new methods, the embodiment of revqluﬁohuxé thought,
tactics and strategy, has blazed a new rpad for the workers
of the world. The very attacks of the capitalists and the
imperialist governments on Soviet Russia are proof of the
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validity of her methods. Hence the rallying of the revolu-

Workers to the banner of the Third International!

ence: the ‘demand for the recognition of Soviet Russia!

Hence the looking to Russia for revolutionary inspiration

and ideas! Hence the demand of the Workers’ League for
a Soviet Government in the United States!

.. The capitalist courts, realizing the revolutionary signifi-
cance of the Workers' League, have already attempted to
use capitalist dictatorship and prune the ticket of the Work-
ers’' League by ruling off the ballot as “convicts unfit to be
on the ballot beside decent people,” two of its candidates,
Benjamin Gitlow and Harry Winitzky, serving sentences
for activity as Communists. ~ The capitalists and their gov-
+ ernment are the best educators, of the Communist movement !
; o2ty " (Continued from page 11)

" ‘Little of what either group says on these subjects is
relevant. The true issue lies not in the field of wage
adjustment but in that of organization. The time is ripe
for'an attack on ‘organized railroad labor. Secretary of
Labor Davis claims that there are 600,000 transportation
workers unemployed. The railroads themselves state
‘they discharged that number, The Pennsylvania Rail-
road alone has discharged 90,000. The streets and parks
are full of hungry men looking for work. There are
many others on ,part time or poorly paid work who
might be ready to scab on the strikers. Winter is com-
ing.  Most important of all, labor is not organized as a
solid fighting unit. There are distinctions between the
Brotherhoods and the American Federation of Labor
which cause friction. The truck drivers have already
been pledged by their organization for the breaking of
the strike just as trucks have been promised by the Auto-
mobile Chamber, of Commerce. d

The only hope of the railway workers for a successful
strike in these circumstances lies in amalgamation. The
days when a loose federation of autonomous unions could
function effectively have passed. JE

As F. D. Underwood, President of the Erie, has said
regarding the strike, “this is the time and place.” The
Wg:lll Street Journal for Tuesday, Oct. 18, quotes a promi-
nent banker and railroad man as follows: (“It will clear up
mﬂi{éﬁble& -and problems if the workers are allowed
to strike, , . . I am afraid, however that the whole thing
will end in a compromise.” Another banker prominent
"in railroad affairs for many years, said in speaking of
the strike, “There has never been a time that the roads
could face a strike with as much confidence as today. . .
-A successful strike is impossible. If any attempt is made
to put the strike order into effect, it will mean the death
of organized railway unions.” This is the bankers’
answer to the strike threat. The issue of this strike is
not a-matter of wages, although a wage settlement may
result in a compromise. It is a clear question of the
organization of labor upon which the capitalists are
launching a direct attack. Today cenditions favor such
~an attack. The powers that fight any attempt to organize
the steel industry, that are ready to kill in order to pre-
vent organization in the West .{/irginia mines, that are
prepared for the legal murder of Sacco and Vanzetti, will
break the railroad unions if they can. The railroad work-
ers must save their organizations. As individuals and
groups, as Brotherhoods and Internationals, they must
hurign to the words that J. P. Morgan spoke in 1885:
“Don’t fight each other. Don’t waste the stréngth of one
another, Stand together and divide the profits which
assuredly will be yours.” Otherwise they can never do
battle with the forces of organized capital. ‘

LETTERS F ROM GITLOW AND WINITZKY
2 " (Continued from page:12) “

there are more than 7,000,000 men and women out of em-
ployment in America alone, Wages are being reduced daily
throughout the country. Conditions are becoming constant-
ly more acute, worse with every passing day, and the work-
ers have nothing to hope for but endless misery and exploi-
tation. Yet the only relief the Socialist Party holds out to
the workers are promises of cheaper bread, cheaper milk,
and municipal ownership of transit facilities. The capitalist
press carries news features daily, concerning the famine in
Russia, Poland, and China, but not a word is said about
the starving masses here in America®

World imperialism near to complete collapse turns its
last decaying energies to another assault on the Workers'
Republic of Russia, while it attempts to crush revolt at
home.

The capitalist class mow realizes the truth of its desperate
sitfation and is preparing itself for all emergencies. Thou-
sands of workers are being brutally assaulted and thrown
into prison, the police are forming riot squads with machine
guns, ready at a moment’s notice to shoot down the workers
should they demand the necessities of life for themselves
and their starving families, The 100% American patriotic
defence societies, and the Ku Klux Klan are secretly orga-
nizing and making ready to mow down the defenceless work-
ers should the occasion arise,

What has the Socialist Party or the official labor move-
ment in America done to meet this terrible situation? They
have done nothing, Comrades! What are we going to do
about this? Shall we sit and wait for a Messiah to
come down from heaven to lead us, or shall we take matters
into our own hands and organize for the coming struggle?
That struggle in America will be a bitter one, I know. The
capitalist class is strongly intrenched, and will use every
available weapon at their disposal. But I also know the
working class, and have implicit faith in them. I know that
they will rally round our banner, their courage and deter-
mination once aroused, and fight valiantly, fearlessly, as our
comrades have done in Russia.

The economic development of the United States has
reached a point where the growth of a workers’ ‘political
party must henceforth go forward with startling rapidity,
once the American working class has been weaned from its
faith in parliame'ﬁtarism.

We must prepare for action. Let us raise the standard
of the Workers’ League on high, and call to all the workers
for their support,

Comrades! I have but one regret, and that is that due to
my incarceration in the Bastille at Sing Sing, I cannot be
among you, and do my share in the task that confronts you.
I nevertheless have implicit faith in this new political move-
xfngng of the working class, and know that it will justify that

aith. .

Let us inscribe on our banners “The workers have noth-
ing to lose but their chains. They have a world to gain?”’
Down with capitalism and exploitation! All power to the
workers !

HARRY M. WINITZKY.
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Socialist Party or Workers’ Party £

By LUDWIG LORE

Voting, in the past, was an easy matter. Either you be-
longed to the great majority that voted regularly for one
or the other of the old political parties, voting the same
ticket year after year, perhaps because you were, above all,
a staunch party man, or changing your party allegiance at
every election, because the past term had always so thor-
oughly convinced you of the absolute worthlessness of the
party in power, that any candidate seemer better than the
one before you. Or else you belonged to those voters who
realized that there is no difference between the old capi-
talist parties, that both of them represent the interests of
your exploiters against the interests of the working-class.
Then you voted the socialist ticket as the only expression of
working-class opinion. Very probably you did not even
know exactly what it was that the socialists demanded.
You had not taken the time to read their platform thor-
oughly. In general you knew that they stocd with the work-

ingman, and for the moment that was enough.

In this campaign it will not be quite so easy for you to
decide. Of course if, in spite of all that has occurred in
the past seven years, in spite of war and oppression, of un-
employment and high prices, you are still prepared to cast
your vote for the Democratic or the Republican parties,
there is little more to be said. There your task narrows
itself down to guessing which of the candidates is most
likely to be personally honest. It’s a game of heads you
win and tails | lose, But if you believe that your vote
must mean somethine, that it is the concrete expression of
certain political views and certain more or less definite pol-
itical principles, then the political situation with which you
are confronted in the present campaign demands your
serious attention,

Instead of a single party representing, or claiming to
represent, the interests of labor, there are two in this cam-
paign, the Socialist Party and the Workers' League. With
the Socialist Party the voters are more or less familiar,
The Workers' League, on the other hand, is a new organi-
zation with whose purposes and principles many are stil
unfamiliar, hey are working-class parties in the sense
that they are opposed to the domination of capitalist inter-
ests in our national, our state and municipal governments.
Beyond that, however, there are differences between them
that are so far-reaching and so all-important, that no work-
mg man who takes himself and his vote seriously should
enter into this campaign without a fairly definite conception
of their relative position.

The Socialist Party continues to occupy approximately
the same position that it has held for the past twenty years.
It demands, as it has always demanded, the public owner-
ship of the important public utilities in the city, it calls
upon the civic authorities to provide better schools, to in-
augurate public improvements in order to procure work for
at least a part of the men and women who are looking for
jobs. It calls upon the voters of the city to elect its candi-
dates to office so that they may use their political influence
in the legislatures to improve the condition of the working-
class, to do away with some of the most pressing outrages
under which the workers of New York are suffering.
While it never fails to insist, in this campaign perhaps even
more religiously than on previous occasions, that the evils
under which we are suffering are the result of capitalist
misrule, and that only a government by the working-class
can solve the problems that confront us, it is careful, under

all circumstances never to demand anything that could not
be accomplished under, capitalist rule. In other words, the
demands of the Socialist Party are demands. for. reforms
that could, with a sufficiently ‘strong socialist minority in
our legislative bodies, he forced upon a capitalist state or
municipality, without in any way endangering its existence
and integrity,
The Socialist Party has always prided itself

fact that the old parties have bzenpfon:ed time :ﬁﬂ&
agamn to incorporate in their own platforms the demands
that have been. popularized by socialist propaganda. It has
sponsored social insurance, minimum wage laws, child labor
laws, laws regulating the hours of industry, laws providing
for safety appliances and hygienic conditions in our indus-
trial establishments, laws safeguarding the political rights
of American citizens. Its representatives, whenever they
were e]ectcd. strove almost without exception to force their
capitalist opponents in the various legislatures to adopt
measures that would alleviate in a measure the most acute
miseries of the working-class.

This very desire to win reforms that would make the life
of the worken a little easier has led the Socialist to
become more and more modest in their demands. ey
formulate their measures so that they are in accord not
with the needs of the working-class, but with the willing-
ness of the parties of the ruling class to adopt them. Their
representatives have again and again betrayed the most
fundamental principles of the socialist movement because
they feared that determined insistence upon these principles
would bring political annihilation to the entire’ movemeit.
I'hey have foresworn the revolutionary movement, thcy
have denied allegiance to Soviet Russia, they have répudi-
ated affiliation with any international socialist movement,
they have supported war measures, they have purged their
party of every man and woman who openly supports and
advocates proletarian revolution and the forcible overthrow
of the capitalist system as the only hope of the working-'
class, becguse they are determined that their party shall be,
ﬁrst'nnd foremost, at all times in a ition to elect its
candidates, so that they may make use of alllegal means
for improving the condition of the American proletariat. -
Having once taken this position, it follows as a natural con-
sequence that the organization must insist at all times upon
its legal character. It must emphasize that the Socialist
Party stands for the achievement of working-class rule by
democratic and constitutional methods only, and: that it is
unalterably opposed to the dictatorship of the proletariat.

. Undoubtedly it can be argued that there is room in Amer-
ican politics for an honest re party. America stands
far behind all European courtries in all social reform
measures, and a strong Socialist Party could perhaps force
the adoption of some such movement. There is room for
a party in America that will represent those elements in the
working-class that are fairly satisfied with conditions as
they are, that are opposed to the overthrow of the capitalist
system, but believe that the working-class should force
upon its rulers a sort of benevolent paternalism, that will

take care of those unfortunates who through illness, acci- -

dent or unemployment are condemned to temporary or even
permanent suffering under the present system of unlimited
and unrestricted capitalist. control. There is room for a
party that will represent those elements in the. working-
class and in the bourgeoisie who still uphold the American
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tember issue of the Bulletin of the National Defense Committee, we reported that Ben Gitlow, candidate for
o . Ticket, abd Isadc Ferguson, engaged in preparing the Ferguson-Ruthen-
unexpectedly been transferred to Auburn, while Winitzky had been transferred to Great

Meadow was not carried out, and Ferguson has again been
Ferguson should be. within easy reach of New York City
o imperative that he

GITLOW-WINITZKY APPEAL
. The Gitlow-Winitzky APR‘I dcomu up this month. Our drive to raise funds for this appeal is still on. Lawyers can-
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Gitlow’s case will effect all the other criminal anarchy cases. Funds we must
owed money to pay our lawyers for past work so that they could take up this

appeal for us. The

other money raised to meet the expense of the Appeals and trials

u, each one who reads this, bring this matter before your union
people to support us;
now because of their efforts in
them simply means desertion in the hour of their greatest need.

we must depend for all support upon the
behalf of the workers. Failure to support
1

MINIMUM BUDGET FOR NEXT THREE MONTHS

, Actual Expenses
g:llo,' {N‘ollo‘s &\ ‘ = .- $1,200
' e for Gitlow-Winitzky 560
Incidental legal fees ggg
Gi Record 800
Elltllt"mhnd Commissary 870
Relief ($300 per month) 900
Total actunl GXPENBES .\eoooeeeceeeecereeeenens e senensansan s reenes $4,270

. BEAD THIS BUDGET—$13,670—

‘That is what is required to meet the obligations of the
three months. The Committee has in its treasury $661.18. Of
" #s possible. ‘And we have gver $18,000 to raise. Every

otiers must get to work to do his utmost to assist.
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then we have made despera
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, :fp:ﬁ'v.:: 'm nterested in our politicgl offenders.

traditions of political liberty. There is room for a party
that will represent pacifist, anti-war elements in our
population who still believe that education and propaganda
can bring apout the cessation of all wars under capitalist

/ rule,

Inasmuch as the Socialist Party has attempted to unite
these elemefits into one movement, somewhat after the pat-
tern of the British Labor Party, we have no quarrel with
it. It is when the Socialist Party, in its platform and

-through its speakers still insists that it stands for the over-

throw of capitalism, when is still pretends sympathy to
Soviet Russia, the forerunner of a world-wide proletarian
revolution, that we object in the most emphatic terms. The
Socialist Party is’ dishonest when it claims to represent the
revolutionary proletariat of the United .States. It is dis-
honest when it claims that its ultimate goal is the overthrow
of capitalism gnd the establishment of a workers’ republic.
The Socialist Party to-day is as truly counter-reyolutionary
as is the Social-Democratic Pdrty of Germany. Its revolu-
tionary phrase-mongering is nothing but a revolting attempt
to hold in its ranks those men and women who are ready to
join a revolutionary movement.

It is poor policy to try to be clever in great things. That
the Socialist Party has learned to its own loss. It tries to
appeal to all classes, to capture all shades of opinion. And
in' conbequehce antagonizes them all. The liberal bour-
geoisie, where it possesses sufficient courage to become a

Additional Expenses (Estimate)
Ferguson-Ruthenberg appeal ... . .
Lindgren-Amter-Jakisa
Lindgren, Federal .....
Jakira, Sullivan case ...

.......................... 6500

e Bronx Women cas 8,600.00
Deportation cases ... """ 1,000
Cortland, N. Y. cases ... 800
Total estimate ... $9,408
Total actual and estimated ... ... — KX (1]

National Defense Committee in New York during the next
this, $300 has been borrowed and must be paid back as soon

person interested in the fate of our class-war and political pris-

Our financial report shows only $48.94 as the balance in the treasury at the end of September, but since
te effort and have managed to increase the balance on hand, though the actual balance will dis-
ebt as soon as we pay our lawyers. We face a situation that will require the undivided suppert

political factor, has joined the Farmer Labor Party because
it openly and honestly espouses a program of reform, with-
out resorting to phrases which in their very nature must
be repugnant to the delicately nurtured sensibilities of our
middle-class professionals .On the other hand, the revolu-
tionary working-class, the former membership of the So-
cialist Party, is leaving the organization en masse. All over
the counrr{ entire local and even state organizations are
severing their allegiance with the party which no longer
represents their ideeals. The Socialist Party, though in this
campaign it may still poll a large vote from among the dis-
gruntled workers and shop- rs, is on the downward
road toward complete disintegration.

In the present campaign there is only one party that rep-
resents the principles of the revolutionary socialist, the
Communist movement., The Workers’ League makes no
secret of its revolutionary character. It is not afraid to
tell the working-class that capitalist reforms, even when
they are won by a determined working-class. The Workers'
League recognizes that the working class pays doubly and
triply for every reform measure by intensified production,
that the capitalist class will reimburse itself for every penny
that the working man and the working woman gets in the
form of social insurance by intensified exploitation.

Lastly, the Workers’ League dares, openly, to espouse
the cause of Soviet Russia, because it knows that a prole-
tarian republic, a Soviet Republic, is the only hope of the
class-conscious American working-class. )
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GERMAN MAJORITY SOCIALISTS AT GORLITZ  “

The congress of the Social Democratic Party of Germany re-
cently held at Gorlitz shows a new movement to the right in
the ranks of the German Majority Socialists. The keynote of
the proceedings was the necessity of still further compromise
with the bourgeoisie for the preservation of the republic. The
struggle against capitalism had been replaced in the nmlm
of the right Socialists by the struggle against mo m,
and they thus revealed themselves in their true light, repub-
licans, political liberals, representatives of the radical smaller
bourgeoisie. Eduard Bernstein, the father of reformist social-
ism, admitted that the experience of the Kapp Putsch had
shown that the direct action by the workers was the final
security against reaction. ‘But this was too costly a weapon
and one too disturbing to production. Bernstein therefore
recommended the alternative, cooperation with the middle-class
and employers, and specifically with the Stinnes National Lib-
erals pro-monarchists and bitter enemies of the working class,
& proposal which was accepted by a majority of four-fifths.
Such too was the recommendation of Schiedemann, a leading
figure at the congress, while Ebert sent his blessings from the
Presidential palace in a tclegram. The policy of coalition
wag accepted in the congress but has already met strong oppo-
sition among its own membership, who begin to realize that
their leaders are selling them out to the eapitalists.

The coalition with the Stinnes group means *he olimination
of anything in the Social Democratic activities that smells too
strongly of socialism. Scheidemann, Muller, Bernstein, Braun
and others will find the way open to ministerial portfolios and
have the honor of administering Germany and governing the
workers side by side with the steel and coal m{mteq. Thus
firmly intrenched in seats of power ,the Majority Socialists
were by no means cordial toward the advances of the minority
of the Independent Socialists, who since the departure of the
majority Indcpendents to the Communists, have been drifting
aimlessly. “We can combine with the Independents onl{ if
they get rid of their radical phraseology, and show positive
constructive capacity, only if they feel the will to power.”
Among the Socisalists of all eountries today one thing certainly
is not lacking, the will to power.

The Erfurt Program which has guided the policy of German
Social Democrats for thirty years was replaced at this Con-
gress by a new program which suppressed the principle of
class struggle and set up the Burgfrieden or peace between
classes that was first declared by the Social Demoecrats at the
outbreak of the war. Much was said of the difficulties of
establishing a socialist regime but, remarks Charles Rappaport
in I'Humanite, “to maintain the capitalist regime under pres-
ent conditions is still more difficult than to construct a
Communist regime. If it is a question of difficulties the Com-
munists prefer those of the future to those of the past. Oppor-
tunism has its martyrs. Our condolences!"

Soviet Russia and the Communists came in for the usual
drubbing. Distinguished foreign Socialists guests of the con-
greas, made hysterical attacks on Moscow, and saluted their
great brother party of Germany, The congress in the procass
of coalition-making decided that there was one group with
whom it could never combine, the communists. In the local
governments of Lippe and Mecklenburg it had preferred an
alliance with the National Liberals, and it remarked with
regard to the sssistance of some of its members in the expul-
sion of the Horthy representative from Frankfart, that they

should rather have been thinking of their worst enemy, the
Bela Kun regime.

What will be the results of the congress in the present pol-
itical situgtion? The road to power hoped for by Scheidemann
and Bernstein may naot be open by way of the Stinnes coali-
tion, if the allies continue their policy of plunder. Those
German workers who are held to the Majority Socialists by
the hope of economic security will then break away. Many
others will be disillusioned hy the complete betrayal of Social-
iat principles at this congress, and will move to the left. The
reactionary tactics of the Majority Soclalists and the economic
difficulties of the capitalist 1egime are preparing the way for
the r_'eal German revolution.

COMMUNISTS FOR UNITY IN FRENCH UNIONS
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RED TRADE UNION CONGRESS IN FTALY
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success in spite of difficulties and the oppos of the Milan
police who forbid all meetings of a ‘
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the Federation of Wood Workers, and from Communist groups
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the Red Trade Union International the theses of the Italian
communists on shop committees and trade union activity per-
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The Rank and File
‘ New Textile Amalgamation
All the textilé unions not affiliated with the A. F. of L. are
at present pla lnf a new federation to be known as the Fed-
erated ‘Textilg Unions of America. There are about 150,000

workers who would be united in this union. The most active
group working for the new combine is the Amalgamated Tex-
‘tile Workers/of America, claiming a membership of 25,000
members. e offieers .of the American Federation of Textile
‘Operatives with a membership of 20,000 located for the most
part in Fall/River and New Bedford, have already approved
'the idea which will be submitted to the Amalgamation Lace
‘Operatiyes of America, Body Brussels Carpet Weavers, Ameri-
can Federation of Full Fashioned Hosiery Workers, Associated
Silk’ Workers of Paterson, The International Spinners Union,
“The National Association of Loomfixers, and the Amalgamated
Knit Goods Workers of Cohoes, N. Y. It is of especial interest
in connection with the formation of this federation that a co-
operating committee of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers of
America consisting of Hillman, Schlossberg and Bellanca has
been appointed to form an agreement with the Amalgamated
Textile Workers for uniting these two organizations,

The Latest Scab

The Automobile Chamber of Commerce has offered its serv-
ices to President Harding, promising 9,200,000 cars and trucks
to perform scab labor if the railroad strike is called.

Law and Order in California

The strike in the oil fields of California has now been brought
to the attention of President Harding. It is time the Federal
Government looked into a strike which has been going on
since September 12, when the California Oil Fields Workers
Union called out the workers in the San Joaquin valley be-
cause of the refusal of the operators and owners to meet with
the workers and negotiate wage scales and a working agree-

. ment. Perhaps President Harding’'s interest in the case has
been aroused. because of the complaints that the deputizing of
strikers is a conspiracy to force the employers into a conces-
sioh. . It is a fact that. in Kern County, California, Sheriff
Jones has deputized strikers in preference to Company guards,
and the results have been absolute law and order. A com-
mittee of 250 ex-service men who are among the strikers
patrol the roads and effectually discourage scabs and Company
provacateurs who are trying unsuccessfully to discredit the
strikers. At the same time the district council, realizing the
force which the strikers are up against, has issued the state-
ment, :‘Do not delude yourselves_jnto-the idea that you are
going to win any great victory. ou are simply going to
show them that, you will not go plum to hell without a

struggle.”
The Chamber of Commerce Again

. Indianapolis,—The * International Typographical Union re-
ports a steady g:ln in its strike to enforce the d4-hour week.
The employers have repudiated their agreement made regard-
ing the 44-hopr week, but 864 Typographical shops with a
membership of 28,646 have secured the shorter week. The
situation was expressed in no uncertain terms when the Inter-
national Convention recently held in Quebec stated, “While we
condemn the employing printers who violated their sacred
agreements with us we desire to inform members of the Inter-
national Typographical Union that the Manufacturers Asso-
ciations and various Chambers of Commerce are responsible,
in most cases, for their action, because of threats made by
those bodies to ruin the business of any employing printer
who desires to abide by the agreement entered into by our
International Officers.”

An Authority on Unemployment

., According to the Trades Union News we note that the Phila-
delphia Chamber of Commerce has appointed Mr. G. L. Peek,
Vice President of the Pennsylvania Railroad s stum, as a
member of the Committee to “register the unemployed and to
take steps for relief and to stimulate industry.” Surely they
have picked the right man.
discharged 90,000 workers and its President, Mr. Rea, is one
of the ltron%ut advocates of the open shop and a stiulation
of industry by a reduction of wages,

/.
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The Pennsylvania has recently .

American Workers Puqh Supplies

_ Relief for Rus#sia is running a race with winter which will

¢lose the port and seal the fate ofymany millions. On October
16 the ship “Magnus” sailed from Philadelphia bound for
Petrograd with a cargo of food stuffs. Four million pounds of
wheat and a thousand cans of condensed milk were contributed
by the Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America. The
American Federated Russian Famine Relief Committee repre-
senting the Friends of Soviet Russia and the New York Volks
Zeitung and a large group of American workers, added 1,000
tons of flour, 2,000 cases of cendensed milk, 7,800 pounds of
chocolate, and 59,110 pounds of cocoa. The “Magnus” will
deliver her cargo to the Russian Soviet Republic for distribu-
tion in the famine stricken areas. She carries the first reply
of the workers of America to the appeal sent out by the
Workers' Government of Russia. $

The Furriers Work Overtime to Earn Pay Checks for Direct
Russian Relief

On Saturday, October 22, the Furriers Union, although not
vet recovered from its recent prolonged strike, will work
overtime that it may contribute its share to the supplies which
the workers are sending to Russia. There are six to seven
thousand fur workers in New York who will send their pay
checks for four hours’' work on Saturday to their Joint Board
to be used for supplies for Russian Famine Relief.

Second Relief Ship Sails Monday, October 24

The “Elzasier” of the Belgian Line, leaves New York with
the second shipment of relief supplies for Russia. The Ameri-
can Federated Russian Famine Relief Committee is sending
upwards of $50,000 worth of fats, flour, condensed milk, beans,
meats and cocoa. The Amalgamated Clothing Workers are
sending 2,000 heavy coats and 2,000 pairs of pants amounting
to about $80,000 worth of clothing, and the New York Call is
sending about $6,000 worth of food stuffs. Weekly shipments
will be made by the American Federated Russian Famine Re-
lief Committee which was organized with Lincoln Steffens as
Executive Secretary to consolidate the relief work of the labor
organizations desiring to ship supplies to the Russian Saviet
Republic,

IRISH-AMERICAN LABOR LEAGUE ENDORSES CANDI-
DATES OF WORKERS' LEAGUE

The following resolutions were unanimously passed by the
Executive Committee of the Irish.American Labor League at
a meeting held at its headquarters at 250 West 25th Street,
on Sept. 6th, 1921: .

“Whereas Tammany Hall, that cesspool of political corrup-
tion, succeeded in inducing American citizens of Irish birth
and descent to vote for its candidates on the ground that it
was interested in the freedom of Ireland and the welfare of
the Irish race in America, and

“Whereas, Tammany has trampled in the mire every prin-
ciple of human liberty which the best apirits of the Irish race
have always held dear, and has even used its political power to
crush and imprison Irishmen who dared to champion the rights
of the workers, as in the case of Jim Larkin, whil was prose-
cuted by two Tammany district attorneys, namely, Alfred J.
Talley and Alexander I. Rorke, and sentenced to a term of
from five to ten years in prison because he believed the work-
ers should own and control the product of their toil, and

“Whereas, the Workers’ League of Greater New York is the
only political party worthy of the support of the workers of
any and every race, as it stands for the Workers' Republic
and against Tammany Hall and all other political parties.

“Therefore, be it resolved, that the Irish-American Labor
League, composed of citizens of Irish birth and deecent, en-
dorse the platform of the Workers’ League of Greater New
York and call upon all our members and sympathizers to vote
for the candidates of the Workers’ League and thus protest
against the imprisonment of Jim Larkin and his fellow work-
ers, and against the continued exploitation of the workers for
the benefit of the parasite class, and be it further

“Resolved, that copies of this resolution be given to the
dnily] press and be published in the next issus of the Irish
People.




October 29, 1921

THE TOILER : 19

~

International Documents
%

The American Labor Movement and

the Red International
THESES OF THE RED INTERNATIONAL

Shortly after the Civil War of 1861-65, when the slave-
swning, agricultural, ruling class was superseded in power by
the industrial capitalist class in the United States, the labor
union movement began its existence on a mass scale. The
movement in its infancy developed two types of unions, the
craft union, each confined to a skilled trade, and the general
union, admitting workers of all trades, both skilled and un-
skilled—the forerunner of the modern industrial union.

The first large, general union, the Knights of Labor, founded
in 1869, grew harmoniously side by side with the craft unions
until 1886. Then the efforts of the Knights of Labor to ex-
tend their organization in some of the skilled crafts resulted
in the beginning of bitter competition with the craft unions.
From that time until to-day the American Labor Movement
has been divided into two hostile camps.

In 1886 the principal craft unions formed a close alliance
in opposition to the Knights of Labor, under the name of the
“American Federation of Labor.” This federation was a cen-
tralization of the former very loose federation formed in
1881 with a membership of about $00,000. Although the
Knights of Laubor was at that time more than twice as large
as the American Federation of Labor, it rapidly declined and
disappeared, leaving a small industrial union movement in its
wake. The craft unions, then growing in size, became more
and more conservative, while the industrial unions merged and
founded the Industrial Workers of the World (I. W, W),
which has since been the predominant industrial union with
declared revolutionary aims. The One Big Union and various
other labor organizations of small membership with programs
of revolutionary industrial unionism have sprung up during
the life of the I. W. W. A fraction separating from the 1. W.
W., taking the name of the Workers’ International Industrial
Union, has a program attempting to accomplish revolution
through the ballot and otherwise in conformity with the cap-
italist system.

The natural increase in numbers of organized workers dur-
ing the ripening of American capitalism has been absorbed,
nou by the revolutionary industrial unions, but by the reac-
tionary American Federation of Labor and the railroad broth-
erhoods, the right wing of the American labor movement,
which now include more than 85 per cent of the organized
workers. The revolutionary industrial unions are small in
membership, all of them together having in their ranks less
than two per cent of the organized workers. In short, the
masses of the organized workers are in the unions controlled
by the reactionary bureaucracy.

The American Federation of Labor and the Railroad Broth-
erhoods are composed chiefly of a multitude of craft subdi-
visions declaring themselves to be devoted to narrow craft
interests. With the spirit of “labor aristocracy,” some of the
higher skilled trades put severe restrictions upon apprentice-
ship, demand very high initiation fees, and require American
citizenship of foreign born workers. Some races are excluded
from membership. Wage contracts are made to expire at
different dates, so that if the workers go on strike at the ex-
piration of contract, other workers of another plant or of an-
other craft in the same industry are induced to continue
working in observance of their own unexpired contract. The
leaders make every effort to hold the workers back from the
class struggle. Many union officials privately or even publicly
engage in breaking strikes. It is the habit of the labor
bureaucracy openly to guarantee the capitalist class and gov-
ernment complete security against any radical developments
in the labor movement. During the World War and the sub-
sequent industrial crisis, this went so far that the gavernment
used police and military power to compel the workers to
obey what are called their ‘lawful” union officials in the rail-
road and coal mining districts. At the same time, the lead-
ers of the I. W. W. and thousands of its members were im-

' v ] ’
prisoned, some of the leaders being condemned to prison terms
as high as twenty years: ' ‘ Sl

But the labor bureaucracy has not completely succeeded in
emasculating the trade unions under its rule, ‘es not
in the case of the large mass unions. The International Asso-
ciation of Machinists \metal workers), 273,000 strong, more or
less mildly advocates a change of leadership in the Amaerican
Federation of Labor and a change to the industrial union
form. At the close of the World War, large and s
‘“outlaw” strikes of railroad workers and coal " 'were
directed against union officials as well as employers.

The physical nature of the coal mining industry has necessi-
tated the mine workers’ organization taking the industrial
union form, even under the worst type of reactionary bureau-
cracy. The United Mine Workers have engaged in strikes of
terrific violence tlgrou&hout their history. In West Virginia
the mine workers of this union have since 1912 been engaged
in intermittent warfare against their employers and the state;
having had thousand of workers under arms at one time, Yet
this union forms a solid block of half a million men-—one-
eighth part of the American Federation of Labor, and ten
times the size of the largest of the revolutionary industrial
unions outside of the American Federation of Labor. In sev-
eral districts, it is, and has been for two years, in a state of
rebellion against its corrupt leaders. In many instances the
spontaneous rebellions against the union bureaucracy have
collapsed through the inability to find capable new leaders and
executives. In other instances able and honest leaders have
developed out of the coal pits and have led a few sections of
the United Mine workers into advanced positions.

The revolutionary labor unionists are not by any means all
in the small revolutionary industrial unions. On t contrary,
many thousands of revolutionary and semi-revolutionary work-
ers have developed consciousness inside of the reactionary
trade unions. Also a great many workers after mlnm
revolutionary training in the I. W. W. have drifted
the trade unions and have obtained an influence over the back-
ward membership. Since the foundation of the Communist
parties, now united into one, the Communist Party of America
Communist nuclei have been in rapid process of formation and
have already obtained strength in many unions, in some local
unions even the power of comtrol.

In notable instances, large or small sections of the conserv-
ative wing of the American labor movement have grown rest-
less and have overridden the will of the bureaucrats. In 1914,
the majority fraction of the United Garment Workers, in
rebellion against the bureaucracy, was refused recognition by
the American Federation, and thorou&n founded the luﬁ
independent union, the Amalgamated Clothing Workers, wi
8 somi-revolutionary program. It now has 175,000 mem
and is the largest of all the independent unions. In sevey!
other cases, sections of unions have been expelled and have
formed small unions with programs and ideqlogy more or less
like those of the I. W. W.

It is now an established custom of the Federation te expel
from the general mass of organized workers any portien of
it that becomes infected with revelutionary thought.

At the same time it has become the custom of revolutionary
workers to accept their expulsion almost as a matter of eoun:;,
or even voluntarily to secede from the reactionary unions,
found new unions with a revolutionary program, and to call
upon their fellow workers of the industry to join them. This
works in strange accord with the wish of the reactionaries to
get the revolutionary workers out of the mass uniens, Of
course, the workers who join the new organizations are thoss
inclined to radicalism. The masses are left behind more
hopelessly than ever in the hands of the reactionary bureau-
cracy of the American Federation of Labor and the Railroad
Brotherhoods, while the rebels find themselves in small unions
with little economic power, segregated for easy capitalist
suppression.

e policy of the Red International of Labor Unions is te
keep the revolutionary workers inside the mass organizatious
of backward workers, such as are affiliated with the American
Federation of Labor and the . Railroad Brotherhoeds. :
unionism must be done away with. The R. I, L. U. adheres to
the principle that wherever possible there should exist but ene

£
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union in each fleld. Adherence to this policy means that at-
} of the labor bureaucracy to expel revolutionsry indi-
vidualg or sections will be resisted with every possible means.
The customn of reyolutioparies seceding from the mass unions
to form smaller unions on the ground of the reactionary char-
acter of the mass union,” must be brought to an end. The
of the R. I. L. U. is that of consolidation, not division.
slogan shall be “No splits in the labor movement!”
UTho Eéacuﬁveth(‘,outx;:]il of the ll!.leé J)nter;uitioml] i:f L"'{ﬁ'
nions advance the owing application of its policy to the
American labor movement;
American Office of Red International
- The Executive Council of the Red International of Labor
Unions will appoint and maintain in the United States of
America a special representative who shall be a practical revo-
lutionary unionist. This representative shall have the special
task of directing the application to the labor union work of
such methods as have in practice been shown to be effective
in bringing trade unions into revolutionary structure and con-
trol,.for example, organized minority committees, committees
of action, shop stewards movements, educational leagues, pub-
lication of journals specializing in labor union questions, and
publication of pamphlets, leaflets, ete. pertaining to labor
questions as such. The activities of the special repre-
sentative shall be confined strictly to labor union work. He
must understand that his work is not general Communist pro-
paganda, but the special work of inaugurating and directing
the developments of the American section of the Red Inter-
national of Labor Unions. His activities must in no way con-
with or encroach upon the general work and propaganda
of an existing revolutionary working class political party, but
on the contrary, all of his activities must be in full co-opera-
tion with the work of any genuine revolutionary force and the
directing body of that force. _
Revolutionary Unions Must Aid
The Red International of Labor Unions will call most natur-
ally upon the existing revolutionary industrial unions to co-
operate in a concerted and thoroughly modernized plan to
revolutionize the four or flve million organized workers in the
reactionary unions of the United States, to reach whom all
methods heretofore used have failed. Workers of the revolu-
tionary industrial unions are expected to respond immediately
to the eall to join in the work of (1) changing the structure
oi the reactionary mass unions into the industrial union form,
and (2) ejecting from control of those unions the reactionary
leaders. Thé R. I. L. U, constructed as it is out of the com-
bined experience of the revolutionary unions of .all countries,
is the instrument for bringing the tactics of each country into
adjustment with the scientific knowledge of revolution gained
in the experience of all, especially with the knowledge gained
in the after-war and revolutionary period. All affiliating
revolutionary industrial unions will carefully re-examine and

____-adjust their tactics to the scientific knowledge gained in the

experience of the last three years, using for the purpose their
connection with all other revolutionary unions of the world
through the Red International of Labor Unions.
Abandon Dual Unionism

In industries dominated by the trade unions, and where the
revolutionary industrial unions are either non-existent or a
minor factor, the revolutionary industrial unionists shall be
indueed to abandon their dual unionism, and to concentrate
their activities in the trade unions. Such industries are, prin-
cipally: Coal mining, building trades, printing trades, metal
trades, clothing trades, railroads, general transport, theatrical
trades, meat slaughtering industry, and electrical supply
trades. In all these industries the trades unions are strong,
containing in each instance the overwhelming majority of the
workers that are organized. The revolutionary industrial
unions either have no organization there at all, or are negli-
gible in strength and influence. Nor is there a prospect of the
situation being changed bv the tactics heretofore used. For
the revolutionary industrial unions to continue their program
of maintaining a dual organization in these industries, and to
insist ‘upon the sunport of all revolutionists on that basis,
would be to'block the performance of real work. The revolu-
tionary industrial vnions must be induced definitely to stop
maintaining, or attempting to form, arbitrary dual unions in
such industries. What few members they now have in such
industries shall enter the old unions and organize themselves
therein as mingrity groups. The direction and control of the
m%lutionny trade union work in these branches of industry
shall deyolve unon the Red International of Labor Unions.

Support the Strongest Unions
In ecartain indust-ies the trade unions are weak and the

revolutionary industrial unions have developed some degree of
constructive organization. These industries are principally
metal mining, textile, lumber, boot and shoe manufacturing,
baking and candy making, automboile manufacturing, ho

and restaurants, and agriculture. Where one of the revolu-
tionary industrial unions has attained in such an industry a
membership superior to, or approximately equal to, the mem-
bership of the reactionary trade unions the Red International
of Labor Unions will vigorously support such revolutionary
industrial union with a view to its absorbing the entire indus-
try. Where several revolutionary industrial unions have a
foothold, the aggregate of their membership being greater
than, or approximately equal to, that of the reactionary trade
unions, the policy will be as follows: the re{)resentative of the
R. I. L. U. will call conferences of the revolutionary industrial
unions fractions involved, so that a united course of actiom
may be decided upon. Failing agreement, the R. I. L. U. will
support the union showing the greatest hold upon the industry.

Organize Sympathizing Groups

The representative of the R. I. L. U. under instructions
given him by the Executive of the R. I. L. U. will formulate
programs for individuals and fractions that may be expelled
from unions by the reactionary bureaucracy finding solutions
wherever possible entirely free from the old mistake of dual
unionism.

Within all trade and industrial unions the American repre-
sentative of the R. I. L. U. will widely organize and promote
and extensively cultivate the revolutionary groups, and will
help to crystallize around such groups larger blocks of sympa-
thetic workers growing in understanding. The American
representative will supply the revolutionary groups with lit-
erature, information, instruction as to methods, and also with
the means of communication between the unions, so as to
co-ordinate the entire left-wing of the American labor move-
ment on a national scale without removing it from the old
mass trade unions.

Support Industrial Amalgamation

The trade union mjnorities working under the direction of
the R. I. L. U. will vigorously support all of the present ten-
dencies toward breaking down of craft aloofness and getting
closer to the industrial form. The movement of the Inter-
national Association of Machinists for introducing industrial
union forms into the American Federation of Labor, as well
as the movement for closer federation and subsequent amalga-
mation of the various crafts of the railroad brotherhoods, will
be supported without giving support to the reactionary lead-
ers who have been drawn into a half-hearted identification
with these movements. The object shall be, not to destroy the
craft unions, but to acce ‘rate in a vigorous manner the nat-
ural process of federation and amalgamation by which they
evolve to a practical industrial union form.

Don’t Smash or Split the Unions

The work of the revolutionary groups within the trade
unions shall not be directed to smashing these unions, nor of
splitting them, but of keeping the mass as nearly as possible
intact as to membership, while throwing off from each union
its bureaucratic superstructure. The subject matter of the
agitation of the revolutionary groups in the reactionary unions-
shall be the questions of every-day struggle, with revolution-
ary principles applied to their solution in a practical manner
—never in an impractical or abstract manner. The revolu-
tionists must be mare practical than their opponents, mere
efficient and hardworking in handling the daily routine of the
union. Av the same time they must work as rapidly as pos-
sible to bring their unions into line with the more advanced
unions for the proletarian revolution.

Resist Expulsion; Stand for Unity

The revolutionists must continue their revolutionary propa-
ganda at any cost. But wherever humanly possible they must
avoid paying the cost of being expelled as individuals or
groups from the unions. They must remember that their do-
ing any propaganda at all is dependent upon their remaining
in contact with the masses in the unions. In cases of expul-
sion of fragments from unions, these fragments must be led
to refuse to recognize their expulsion, and to make a continu-
ous fight as part of the union, or contend for their claim to
be themselves the original union. In cases of expulsion of
entire unions from the American Federgtion of Labor, such
expulsion will be resisted a3 long as possible, for the purpose
of exposing the motives of the bureaucracy. The same rule
shall apply to the railroad brotherhoods and the independent
unions generally.
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An Open Letter to the Metal Workers of all Countries

The yellow leaders of the International Union of Metal
Workers have again placed us, mets) workers of Soviet Rus-
sia, in such a position that we cannot come in contact with
you in close brotherly union by a direct eonference with your
delegates at an International Congress and are compelled to
address you in an open letter.

We, the Russian metal workers, understand fully that the
working class can throw off the capitalistic chains by no other
means than revolutignary activity and more effective methods
of struggle adopted by all the workers of the world, certainly
not by such tactics the leaders of the Lucerne Congress of
Metal Workers advise. The firm stand of the leaders who
have behind them the revolutionary masses, the elimination
from their midst of the fawning social harmonizers, the irre-
sistible striving to realize the aims of the workers by revo-
lutionary methods, those are the ways which bring us nearer
to socialism. With this in view, our intention was to acquaint
the representatives of the metal workers of all countries with
our revolutionary and trade union experience during our three
and a half years of active struggle with the bourgeoisic. We
are confident that our unsuceessful attempt to have our repre-
sentatives seated at the International Congress and the means
by which it was thwarted will draw the attention of the metal
workers of all countries and that they will interpret in its
proper light the role of their leaders in the eapacity of hench-
men enabling the police of the German and Swiss governments
to accomplish their work.

We assume that our three years of persistent effort during
a period of bitter class struggle to form a revolutionary Inter-
national Trade Union of Metal Workers must be taken into
consideration. It must be agreed once for all that we have a
right to have our victories and our defeats considered by the
International Union of Metal Workers, as well as to criticize
its activity and the activities of its leaders, and that, finally,
we have a right to form an organic union with the revolu-
tionary metal workers of all countries.

We assume that you take the proper view of the hypocrisy
of your leaders, their efforts to avold giving satisfaction to
our demands, and the resistance of your government to our
meeting with you although you desire to see us in the general
international family of metal workers and wish to get to
know us. Last year .such an attempt was blocked by the
Swedish government in arresting our representatives to the
International Conference of Metal Workers. This year, taught
by this experience of police bars and the red tape of the Inter-
national Secretarist of Metal Workers, we sent written propo-
sitions’and inquiries to Tlg, secretary of the Bureau, and suc-
ceeded at last in getting an invitation to the International
Conference of Metal Workers.

The rogular convention of our union which took place at
the end of May of this year elected a delegation for this pur-
pose. When our (GGerman comrades inquired whether there
were any chances for our delegation to be allowed legal pas-

sage to the congress, Ilg answered that all in this
direction had failed, but that he would propose to Russian
delegation to wait in Berlin to the end of the s, whien
he would come himself and take up matters with the del
tion. Our delegation knew Ilg too well and the kind'
pressure he would bring to bear upon the Swiss government

R

to believe him naively and to hope for results fromy a eon--

sultation with such a well-known opportunist and advoecate of
class cooperation. Our delegation certainly had’no intention
of having a personal interview with Ilg, who wished under
such circumstances to play the representative of
Congress in consulting with our delegation. Our delegation

i

thought rather of appealing to the Congreéss and of defending
its rights from the rostrum before the rank and file' of the

metal workers. The delegation therefore received Ilg’s res-
ponse on its merits, characterizing it in their answer as an
attempt to make a fool of them. But of this Ilg said not a
word to the metal workers.

The delegation left for Switserland at its own risk, where
it was surprised to find the unity between the Swiss govern-
ment and the chief leaders of the Congress at Lucerne in their
views and tacties. When the Swiss police had arrvested our
delegation with no legal grounds faor such, action, lig an-
nounced, with the tacit approval of the whole Congress, the
decision of the executive committee to the All-Russian
Union of Metal Workers from the International Union because
of their affiliation with the Moscow Red Labor International.

Thus in the fourth year of the proletarian revolution, the
vellow leaders still contiune the policy of isolating the van-
guard of the revolutionary proletariat from the metal work-
ers of the whole world. Our new failure to achieve unity is
at the same time a sign of weakness on the part of the vellow
leaders as well as a justification of our prineiples. We are
convinced that the more Ilg bars the way to our brothers and
comrades in the struggle with the bourgeoisie, the more the
rank and file of the metal workers wishes to come closer to us.

We are confident that this letter will be s warning
against the touching unity between the opporcunistic leaders
of the metal workers and the police agents of the bourgeols
governments who aim to bar the revolutionary workers of
Russia from the proletariat of the west by a solid wall.

Fellow-workers! Brand with infamy such a poliey on the
part of the leaders, adont protest resolutions against the tacit
agreement to such methods and their sanction by Congress,
which has decelved your trusts and hopes.

The revolutionary Ktoletlrint of Soviet Russia demands
your intervention and is confident of the censure you will pass
upon your yellow leaders. It demands conditions for close
contact of this union with their brothers at the bench and at
the fighting front all the world over.

With fraternal greetings,

THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE ALL
RUSSIAN UNION OF METAL WORKERS.

Affiliate with the Red International

The revolutionary groups in the unions of ail types in the
United States must work consistently to bring their unions to
accept the program of the Red Internatio: and to affiliate
with it. However, local unions and other units of an “Inter-
national” union must not be encouraged actually to affiliate
with the R. I. L. U. until guch time as they can bring the
“International” union as a whole to affiliate, Until such time,
their intercourse with the R. I. L. U. and their representation
in the world congresses shall be as minorities of their “Inter-
national” union.

Resist Affiliation with Amsterdam

The American labor movement is not at the present moment
confronited with any efforts of the' contralling union bureaun-
cracy to reaffilinte with the Amsterdam International of yellow
socialists, the American labdr officials having repudiated even
the reformists Henderson, Jouhaux, Oudegeest and Thomas.
But when in the future the American labor buruucua shall
attempt to divert the' revolutionary current by reaffliating
with the Amsterdam International, the revelutionary unionists
of America must be prepared to resist such affliation with all
their power. Meantime a wide educational campaign of en-
lwhmtn&odmm&omm
international and the real internationsl—the Red Internations]

N

of Labor Unions—must be made to nullify the present mis-
taken efforts of some labor union reformists to bring about
Amsterdam reaffiliation.

Support Revolutionary Workers’ Party

Revolutionary unions afiliating with the R. I. L. U. will
conduct a propaganda against parliamentsry reform, against
the expectation of “la " revolution—against the kind of
political action engaged irf by the Socialist party and the So-
cialist Labor Party in the United States. But such revolution-
ary unions will take an altogether different attitude where a
workers’ political party uses an electoral campaign or a le
lative seat for agitation in favor of overthrow of the cap t
state and the establishment of the workers’ republic. The
affiliated revolutionary unions will permit no opposition to

.such political action through the union channels, but while
they remain a smal and feeble minority, the subject of the,
overthrow of the capitalist state and the establishment of the )

workers’ rule shall be explained in their press and their
platforms eo as to give the workers a favorable im fon of
these revolutionary tactics. In other words, they shall go as
far in their advocacy of these revolutionary measures as is
possible while maintaining their open existence. As they
economic strength sufficient to protect their exfstence,
must frankly and vigorously advoeate these proven

uiethods as the onl leading to permanent
ment of the working clase. ko

g

i

s




M 22 THE TOILER October 29, 1921

MANIFESTO AND PLATFORM OF WORKERS' LEAGUE

The Workers' League of Greater New York is organized for the purpose of participating in the coming elections on
a working-class platform—on a platform that will express the aspiration of the workers for complete liberation from
capitalist misrule and voice their pressing needs of today. .

The imperialist war has brought in its wake a serious crisis. At least seyen million workers are now unemployed.
These millions of working men and women are now walking the streets without hope of finding a job, without means of
support for themselves or their families, haunted by the fear of approaching starvation. Those who are still at work live
in constant fear of less of their jobs or reductions in their standard of living.

The masters and oppressors, the captains of finance and industry who are in possession of the American govern-
ment, are little concerned over the desperate situation of the workers. They are rather encouraged by the weakening
of the resistance of the workers under the pressure of unemployment and by the traitorous behavior of the official labor
leaders, to make an attack upon the workers’ standard of life and force general reductions of wages. The trade unions,
usually the workers’ most effective means of defense against capitalist oppression, are being reduced to impotence by the
ials, who are thus bringing upon us untold misery and driving
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us into pauperism and slavery, .

The ruling class denies responsibility for the plight of the working masses. “It is the chaotic condition of Europe
that has brought unemployment upon us.” *“It is the high American wage, preventing successful competition with Furo-
pean manufacturers, that has brought a halt in our production.” Thus is the present crisis explained by the defenders
and beneficiaries of the present order.

The chaotic condition of Europe has indeed a close relation with the economic crisis and unemployment in the United
States. But this chaos is the result of the Imperialist war, It is the insatiable greed of the imperialist capitalism of
Europe and America for profits and power which brought about the war and the subsequent political and economic oollapse.

The war is over but peace has not come. The capitalists of Europe and America are unable to settle their differ-
ence, and pool thqir resources for the rehabilitation of the world. The old imperialist game that has brought the world to
the verge of ruin and destruction still goes on. Only the participants and their respective strength have changed some-
what. The combination of Russian, English, French, American and Japanese capitalism against that of Central Europe
has been replaced by a coalition of all other powers against Soviet Russia, while each is occupied in a competitive trade
conflict with the others, French capitalism with English, English with American, American with Japanese. Such is the
criminal imperialist game which prevents Europe and the entire world from resuming the work aof production.

Our American capitalist oppressors are leading this mad race for profits and power. No longer satisfied with the
profits of pre-war ddys and the exploitation of the American workers, they now seek war profits, super-profits such as
only the exploitation of colonial peoples can provide. Hence the intervention in Mexico! Hence the subjection of the
Philippines, Haiti, Panama and other republics of Central America. Hence the aggressive march toward South America

al:;l (él'zyina Hence the slackening of production and the creation of the present crisis by our captaing of finance and
ustry,

In a rich and bountiful country like America, we can surely produce enough for our own use. We do not lack any
important raw materials, We do not depend upon other countries for our food supply. We have everything required to
produce a-plenty for every man, woman and child in the United States, and a surplus for the rest of the world, But capi-
talism produces not for social use, but for profit. It undertakes colonial conquests and imperialist wars for greater profits.
It has brought the work to a condition where uninterrupted production is no longer possible. Even security of a job is
becoming a thing of the past for an ever increasing number of workers.  Capitalism can no longer provide work or
subsistence for the broad laboring masses.

The working class of America, as of other countries, must therefore do away with capitalism in order to live. And
this can only be done by establishing a Soviet Republic in the United States. This is the fundamental aim with which
the Workers’ League of Greater New York enters the 1921 campaign.

The candidates of the Workers’ League will oppose without compromise the candidates of Tammany Hall and the
so-called “Coalition,” both of them political trusts of corrupt politicians defending the interests of the capitalist class
against the workers. Tammany Hall caters to the interests of the smaller capitalists and gains the votes of the workers
by abpealing to their prejudices. The so-called Coalition, a fusion of Republicans, Independent Democrats and “Non-parti-
sans.” caters to the interests of Big Business. The conflict between Tammany Hall and the Coalition is a mere manoeuvre
to delude the workers. A vote for the candidatgs of either of these parties is a vote for the enemies of the working class.

The Workers’ League of New York City will oppose the candidates of the Socialist Party, which does not fulfl] its
claim to reoresent the working class and is incapable of leading them in the struggle for the defence of their interests.
The Socialist Party is out of date, Its policies are left-overs from the pre-war days, when capitalism could still manage
to keep up vroduction and provide subsistence for the great mass of the workers. Today with world capitalism in the
process of disintegration, with American capitalism losig its control over the economic life of the country, even a fight for
wages can-no longer be made successfully through the pure and simple trade-unionism of Gompers or the parliamentarism
of Hillquit. The situation calls for a combination of trade union and political action with tha emphasis on direct political
action bv the workers themselves. The Socialist Party refuses to recognize this. It appears before the workers: of New
York with a program of municipal ownership of public utilities—a program whiech can never be realized under capitalist
rule. To pretend that this is not 80, as the Socialist Party does, is to deceive the workers and weaken them in their strug-
gle for their pressing needs.

The Workers' League enters this campaign with a c]ear“'understanding of the limitation of pure and simple parlia-
mentarism. The Workers' League appeals for the support of the working masses of New York City. It stands for the
abolition of capitalism through the only means by which this can be accomplished—the establishment of a Workers’
Soviet Republic in the United States.

Ouyr candidates for office if elected will at all times speak the mind of the workers within the legislative chambers
and give aid in their struggles outside.

They will agitate. organize and call the workers to fight for the following immediate demandas: Emergency legislation
to combat reduction of wages, immediate legislation against the open-shop drive. emergency legislation for the relief of the
unemplnved_ hands off Mexico, Haiti, Panama and the thppinas. recognition of and trade with Soviet Russia.

Working: men and working women of New York Cityl There are difficult days ahesd for us! The unemployment
situation is getting worse from day to day. The struggle for better wages and working conditions is becoming a fight
for existence, In this fight our enemies, the capitalists, are organized and united. on the economic-as well as on the political
fleld. Thev have the overwhelming power of the governmental machinery behind them, while our ranks, the ranks of labor,
are divided. On the economic field most of our trade unions are controlled bv reactionary leaders who purposely obstruct
our unification and hold us back from independent political action. On the political field there is not a single organization
able and willing to lead the struggles of the working class with the exception of the Communist Party which has been
outlawed by the enemies of labor. It is time to be up and doing.

Rally to the banner of the Workers’ League of Greater New York!
Join hands with us in sounding the call for battle, for the rights of the workers and the fresdom of the warking class!
Workers of New York Cityl Bpread our Mexsage and Support Gur Candidates, '

- -
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Relief Expenses:
FRIENDS OF SOVIET RUSSIA Washingion * Conterence Lo, American .
ederated uss am!| Rel
National Office Committee with Mr. Hoover ... ... 114.57
201 West 13th Street. New York, N. Y. *Cash in gank ......................................... .. 50,098.69 i
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS Lo ey hatkde o s ngency Tapd e 1400000
From Date of Organization, August 9 to September 30, 1921 A dvqnco for our current expenses ... 500.00
EXHIBIT “A” N. Y. Local Friends of Soviet Russia.... 250.00
. Ella Reeve Bloor ... ... R 100.00
Income received from all sources: Louise Bryant ... 150.00
Receipts Nos. 1 to 432 c:’euﬂod in Finaneial Stato-’ - Thurber Lewis ... e 780,00
ment dated September 1 3 g i ipment ... ¥
**Receipt No. 214 referred to in Financial Statement’ ' Office Furniture and Equipment . < 6600
dated September 19, now included as ‘“Income” Total . .$74,849.84
and “Deduction from Income” ... ... -t 200,00 .Check for “5’000_00 sent to Amaric.n F.dmm Rw
Receipls t:loa. 4838to 4gged¢zuuodtb:‘low s MdM Famine Relief Committee, October 1.
Receipts Nos. 4568 to excep 08, A
Andp834. for $56.00, total, to le included in next . AUDITOR’S CERTIFICATE
report) 28,426.80 I have examined the accounts of the National Office of the
Friends of Soviet Russia, New York, N. Y., for the period
Total Income ... $78,763.60 from the date of .organization, August 9 to September 80,
1921, a period of nearly two months.
Deductions from_ Income: I received all the information and ¢xplanations I demanded.
Receipt No. 1—Money order for part of Any contributor not receiving both an official receipt and a
total sent back for signature ... $ 7425 Published acknowledgment of his contribution should communi-
**Receipt No. 214—Check protested ... 200.00 cate with me. Valuables received to be sold for the fund, but
Receipt No. 398—Check for part of total not yet sold, are not included in the above statement. hu-
returned for signature ... ... __ 26.00 chandise received for shipment is not included. Expenses have
Receipt No. 480—Check returned for been paid promptly, but expenses incurred and not paid are not
signature ... . 20.76 included. ;
Receipt No, 506—Discount on Canadian The above statements are of the National Office only and
remittance ... .80 are not consolidated to include receipts and disbursements of
Bank Charges: Exchanges, etc. ... ... 1.60 affiliated locals. Remittances from ocals on account of net
Expenses—Local Tag Day ... 650.62 income are included. .
Expenses—Local Mass Meeting ... .. . 82.00 In my opinion the above statements of accounts, including
Express on clothes, etc., received ... .. 9.62 464.36 a statement of receipts and disbursements and a statement of
expenses from August 9 to September 80, 1921, are wn up
Income, less Deductions .. R p——— 1% +: 1 8 | I present a true and correct view of the cash transactions for
Expenses—As per Schedule “1” attached :g: p::iigg and of the state of the funds as at the close of
(4.3% of Income less Deductions) ... 8,449.31 P . J. B. COLLINGS WOODS
. B. .
Balance Available for Relief of Soviet 27%? Cr;’sto: ﬁv'ynuo' Chartered Accountant.
Russia ... 74,849.84 o to.b‘:r 1%' '192'1 .
Balance is accounted toRr ln‘:ffc»llown: ¢ » 104l
Funds disbursed for Relief:
Products Exchange Corporation D it October 19, 1921,
. For 400 cases dried milk ... ... $ 2,000.00 ear Comrades:—
For Ocean Freight and Marine In. The following action was taken at a meeting of the Joint
surance thereon ... 186.78 Campaign Committee of the Workers’ League, held last night.
*American Federated Russian Famine Immediate co-operation is requested in order that we may
Relief Committee, September 13— carry out the work undertaken.
Check ..., 20,000.00 1. That in the event of not being able to secure permit for
our open air demonstration on Saturday afternoon, October
Total Relief ... ..............$22186.783 §9 at th[g Ungm %qunre. \30 Rwlll holdS the uul:)o‘aﬁ Rutmﬁ«
quare, East Broadway an utgers Street, te no
STATEMENT OF EXPENSES :; tg tihe (ljocn!tion will {1 gi;elx:l to ygu :t the next mee of
e ization, A t 9 to September 30, 1921 @ Joint Conference, to be held at the eadquarters t
From Date of Organization, Augus ¥ 26th Street, Saturday afternoon, October 2 , at O:km'cloek.

SCHEDULE “1”

*Wages
Secretary Allan S. Broms (including 2 weeks prior

to organization) ... S——— - {1 X11))
Office Staff ... e 476,00
Speakers 207.68
Office Rent ... 115.00
Office Space Fittings and Alterations . 149.14
Office Furniture Rent ... ... . 10.00
Committee Rooms Rent . . 8.00
Safe Deposit Box Rent ... 8.00
Office Supplies ..........oernenn.o... 127.60
Office Printing and Stationery ... 189.43
Postages ... Sos ESR SR iR 5 AN 56.91
Telegrams ... ... 81.26
Telephones, Carfares 6.66

Publicity
Leaflets ... 870.00
Cuts, Mats, Cartoons, etc, ... 56.11
Printing Financial Reports ... 70.00
*Wages 80.00
Traveling o8 seorssom a5 shatsapaghet shssenryasstrenraansyenesmeryen seemen 279.54
Organization Supplies (Lists, Butt 801.10
Otal o $3,449.31

In the meantime get your membershi
ready to attend at whichever place
held.

lined up and have them
e demonstration will be

2. That all afliliated organizations must % Friday morn-
ing, October 21, furnish the office of the Workers’

with a lia¢ of speakers and arrange for at least one mee K
and as mdny more as they are in position to arrange, for the
week beginning with Monday, October 24. Meetings can be
either indoors or open air. ‘

8. That 100,000 leaflets were ordered to be ready not later
than Saturday, October 29,

4. That each affiliated organization be taxed at least $20.
This sum to be turned over to the secretary of the Workers’
League not later than Saturday, October 22, :

5. That each affiliated organization be supplied with coples
of the Program of the Workers’ League and requested to have
a general distribution of same on Sunday morning, October 28.

6. That each affiliated organization be requested tb secure
walchers for the polls on election day from among their mem-

bers and friends.
EDWARD LINDGREN, Sec’y.

P. 8.—Our candidates have been placed on the ballot by
order of the Court.
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Sharpening the Knife

Upon good authority it is stated that Lord Curzon has written within the last few
days to Premier Briand advising the French Government on no account to enter into any
relations with the Russian Government and declaring there is a good possibiliy of a new
concerted effort being made to overthrow the Soviet Government.

SHARPENING THE KNIFE—GETTING READY TO STAB RUSSIA IN THE

BACK!

Read again: “ .

a NEW concerted
effort being made
to overthrow the
Societ Govern-
ment.” The capital-
ist nations of the
world intend a new
alliance to wipe
out the only work-
ers’ government,
Soviet Russia. Cap-
italist charity,
while giving bread
with one hand,
with the other
hides the knife
which still drips
with the blood of
counter - revolu-
tion in Hungary.

RUSSIA SHALL
NOT BE
STABBED IN
THE BACKI

Organize a branch
of the Friends of
Soviet Russia.
Hold mass meet-
ings.  Secure the
affiliation of labor
unions. Demon-
strate your power
as workers. Secure
financial contribu-
tions from treasur-
ies of workers' or-
ganizations, from
individual workers.

ﬂ

Join the workers of this country, join the workers of all countries in relieving the
famine. Millions of workers’ marks, francs, lire, shillings, kronen and dollars have pur-
chased ship loads of wheat and milk for starving chidren, women, men of Russia. Add
YOUR dollars. Do your duty as a worker to the victorious but famine stricken workers
of the FIRST WORKERS’ REPUBLIC.

CAPITALIST CHARITY WILL BE WITHHELD THE MINUTE SUCH ACTION
WILL SERVE COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY PURPOSES. .

ONLY WORKERS CAN SAVE THEIR FELLOW-WORKERS IN RUSSIA.
ACT! AND ACT AT ONCE!

The Friends of Soviet Russia
201 West 13th Street New York City
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