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Workers
of the
World

1t el
Unite! .1

T i pockizult ...j
Who is it speaks of Defeat ¥

I tell you a cause like ours
Is greater than defeat can know
It is the power of powers. A
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AN INJURY TO ONE IS

Every capita]ist paper, stoolpigeon and “conservative” labor leader opposes the
i strike of the switchmen. No matter how much “poison gas” may be spread broad- |
. cast, the switchmen’s strike is a strike for more bread. THAT IS ALL! Stand by :
: the switchmen and lend them your moral, ECONOMIC and financial assistance. :
i Do not be fooled by the kept press, but stand your ground like men.
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HE CONCERN OF ALL

EUROPEAN LABOR
UNREST SEETHING

Month of April Likely to be a
Critical Period for Forces
of Order.

LENIN'S HAND EVERYWHE

By WALTER DURANTY.

(It is well to note, that Duranty
is the European Correspondent for
the New York Times. Ed.)

PARIS.—The month of April
is likely to be a critical period in
the development of European labor
problems, Germany draws ever
mearer to a declgion between the
forces of organized Government and
perhaps no less organized revolu-
tion. In England the labor sky is
clouded, though no big storm is
actually raging. France has minor
sirikes in many districts and a big
central strike In the war.wrecked
Lille-Roubaix-Turcoing area.

The situation in Xtaly is of the
utmost gravity. Factory Soviets have
s0 grown in power and daring that
on more than one occasion they have
seized factories and attempted to
run them in defiance of the _pro-
prictors for their own  benetit.
Against the first such attempt in
Naples Premier Nittl had enough
res®lution to send troops, who
forced the workers to yield by blood.
shed. In Turin, Mazzoni Brothers,
big cotton spinners, preferred to
shut down to acceding to the work-
ers’ demands. Despite pressure
from local authoritics, the¥y stood
firm, but to avert trouble the Gov-
ernment requisitioned the {factory
over the proprietorS’ heads and put
in its own representative to run it,
who Eave the wOrkers practically
everything they asked.

Through the industrial area of
northern Italy the workers have re-
fused to recognize the legal Summer
time, and private ewners and even
municipalities have had to give way,
although the railroads run
Government time schedule.

The Extremist newspaper Avanti
openly preaches revolution, and th.
labor leaders openly admit that the
existing workers’ Soviets—whicn
have a system of representation n
a grand ceniral ‘wmiet pn the Rus.
sian model—are smn)]y “tryouts’”
in preparation for governing the
couniry when the revolution comes.
Last year the Italian Bolshoviki
planned a great demonstration for
Lenin’s birthday in the second week
of April. At that time the cou.itry
was being swept by a blaze of
nationalism, and the nationalist
opponents of Bolshevism met the
labor demonstrators in the strects
of the northern cities and smashed
the whole movement by force. Will
they dare or be able to repeat the
performance this year if the Reds
azain throw down the challenge?

Moscow's Influence Everywhere.

In Austria, Hungary and Poland
starvation approaching bankruptcy
and disease are making the path
smooth for revolution. And behind

on a

the Red movement, inspiring it,
directing it along ten thousand chan-
nels, stand the Bolshevist group in
Moscow, very clever, very de-
termined and quite unserupulous as
to how it achieves ils purpose, which
is avowedly the establishment of a
proletariat dictatorship throughout
the world.

An English labor leader, George
Lansbury, just back from Moscow,
writes in his newspaper, The London
Daily Herald:

“Lenin and his friends are
convinced that the eapitalist system
can only be removed by violent rev-
olution. The Russians ask just one
thing: ‘Do you want to establish
Socialism? 1Is the aim and goal of
your efforts the destruction of the
capitalist power of exploitation?”
They think their partisans in every
country ought to work together for
the realization of this object 'w
every means possblie.”

Nothing could be clearer or m-re
explicit. Every bigmlabor movement
in every country has its inspiration
from Moscow, is backed by Moscew's
meney, Moscow’s advice and Mos.
cow’s propaganda. America has had
proof ¢nough in her own labor
troubles, and yet the Atlantic is a
wide bariier, and it is far harder to
land men and documents from an
ocean-going liner than to slip ithem
across a European land f:ontier,
loosely guarded save at the high
roads and railroads.

Since last Spring the Bolshevist
strength and influence have increas-
ed enormously. In Russia the Reds
are absolute masters, their op-
ponents having been killed or routed-
They mneed trade with the outer
world, but are almost able to make
their own terms with the eager
merchants of rival natioms. What
the greed of the latter will not
obtain can be achieved through the
pressure of the different labor
parties, who know as little of what
Bolshevism really means as they
do of life on Mars.

Not that the Bolsheviki are un.
willing to make—or at least promise
—concessions to the very eapitalism
they are plotting to overthrow.
rrom the outset they tried to cver-
come r'rench hostility by an offer
to pay a great part, at any - - of
the Imperial Russian debt. Krassin
is reported from Copenhagen to
have declared that they will not re-
pay any of it. If the statement is
authentic it is proof of the Boishe.
viki's consciousness of their own
strength; but it is much more pro-
bable that the words have just been
jut into his mouth in that hotbed
of lies and rumors about all things
Russijan that the Danish capital has
been for the last three vears.

At the end of April comes May
Day, that has grown more and more
since 1900 the occasion for proletar-
iat demonstrations. Last year blood
flowed even in' the streets of na-
tionalist Paris. This year may well
see decisive happenings in Tfaly,
Germany, Austria and Poland.
Whether the blow falls then or
later, plans are being made for it
everywhere, and the Governments of
Europe seem inactiv or helpless se.
fore the threatened storm.

Irish Wor'ers Dying
In Irish Prisons

Trades Union Congress Calls For
General Strike As a Protest.

The British Government is con-
tinuing its dastardly poliey of arrest-
ing the members of the Irish labor
and Sinn - Fein movement. Over
one hundred were arrested during
the Easter holiday and they are at
present confined in Mountjoy Prison,
Dublin.

Ag a protest against their arrest,
the men are resorting to the hunger
strike and according to word receiv.
ed from the inside of the prison,
there is great danger of many of
them dying for the want of medical
attention. Thousands of men and
women are waiting outside of the
prison reciting prayers for the pri-
soners who are dying. Unless some-
thing is done immediately, many of
the men will die.

THE IRISH TRADES UNION
CONGRESS HAS ISSUED A CALL
FOR A GENERAL STRIKE TO
TAKE PLACE ON APRIL 13th, AS
A PROTEST AGAINST THE IN-
HUMAN TREATMENT OF THOSE
ARRESTED.

SUPPORTFOR L W. W.

Milan Meet Wants American
Ships Barred from Italian Ports.

By Edgar Ansel Mowrer.
Chicago Daily News Foreign
Service,

Rome, Italy, April 8.—A novel
protest against the United States
government’s attitude toward the
Industrial Workers of the World nas
been made in Milan, where a
large meeting in the people's house,
called to proclaim solidarity - -ith the
reds in the United States it was
proposed that the seamen’s federa-
tion, known as the ‘“toilers of the
sea,”” be invited to prevent ships
flying the American flag from en-
tering Italian ports. A motion to
that effect was adopted with ap.
plause.

STIRIKE AT FRENCH
SEAPORTS

Walkout Js Ordered by Organiza-
tion of Martime Workers.

The

Paris, France, April 8.—A strike
of maritime workers has been order.
ed by the Marine union in all the
ports of France.

The stri.ers demand the libera-
tion of the sailors who mutinied in
the Black sea in 1917 and all
persons condemned for military or
political 23 or for :ta com-
mitted wiile particips’" = in strikes.

HAVE YOU READ TEE ‘‘SYS-
TEM'S HAND'’?

lntematféﬁd" Transport
Federation Meets

I
L W. W DEI,EGATE SEATED

CHRISTIAHIA,.-'mrch 17 (receiv-
ed yesterday).—At the International
Transport Workers’ Congress, which
was continued yesterday, among the
new arrivals were Fimmen, the
International secretary, and the
English railway delegation. i

A protest wag raised against the
I. W. W. delegaies, but the Congress
adopted Roberl Williams® motion,
and admitted thHem..

The -secretafy’s financial
was adopted.

MOSCOW'S GREETING

A Moscow wireless message states
that ‘the Execufive Committee of
the Communist Internationale, in
sending greetingé to the Transport
Workers’ Congress, declares:—

‘““The magnificent aspirations of
the transport workers which mani-
fest themselyes everywhere lead us
to hope that th :‘transport workers
of all. countries will be the first to
emerge from the int of the old trade
unionism, which - has completely
foundered under the influence of the
bourgeoisie. . .

“Among the tramsport workers of
the different countries a movement
has already begum to deveiop which
responds fully to -the spirit of the
times. The British Transport Work.
ers’ Federation is' taking part in the
Triple Entente which is trying to
raise the trade union movement in
England to an unknown height. The
transport workers in England, Italy,
and other countries have organised
a splendid protest movement against
the intervention /of Imperialism in
Russian affairs, and against the
dispatch of munitions by the
capitalists to the reactionary General
Denikin.”

Solidarity of Labor

Help fer the Dutch

British Railwaymen Refuse
“Black’’ Cargo

LONDON, March 18th. — The
strike of doeck: workers at -Amster-
dam and Botterdam continues.
British transpert workers are giv-

report

ing substantial 1manc1al help, and

are also refusing;to touch any Dutch
ships from the:affected ports.

Members of . the railwaymen’s
unions have also refused to handle
goods brought from those portg by
British ships. This has been made
80 clear that t! e Great Eastern Raill
way Co. now announces that it can-
not accept any ' goods from Am-
sterdam or Rettgrdam.

When the Dutech schoomer
Sperkarstel arrived at Hull from
Amsterdam yesierday the dockers
refused to discharge her cargo. The
mion oificials declared that her

fow, with the exeention of
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DEFECTIVE PAGE

NOW TALK
DEPORTATION!

Americans Kept From
Starving by Immigrants

NEW YORK, April 10.—America
“would starve and freeze to death
if immigration were eliminated
from our .national life,” Prof. M. I.
Pupin of Columbia university de-
clared here last night in an address
before the conference on foreign im.
migration, held under the auspices

- of the Inter-Racial couneil to form-

ulate an immigration program for
submission to congress.

“Approximately 61 per cent of
the workers in the bituminous coal
mines are foreign born; 71 per cent
of the workers of the packing in-
dustry are foreign born; 50 per cent
of the railway maintenance workers
and 72 per cent of the pottery work.
ers are foreign born,” he said.

GEORGE! BE CAREFUL!

Shaw’s Straight Tip
SCRAP THE OLD MACHINE

“The whole world needs reorganis-
ing; our political constitution can
no longer be endured; everything is
going smash as a result of our
own mismanagement, and we must
beg inall over again,” declared Mr.
G. Bernard Shaw, lecturing to the
students at University College,
London, on “New Openings for
Brain-work.”

“The great task of Labour, using
that word in its widest sense,” he
continued, ‘“is not, as Mr. Winston
Churchill assumes, to learn how to
govern, but to create a new political
machine. Mr. Thomas, Mr. Clynes,
and others have shown that they
can run the old machine just a
little better than Mr. Churchill and
his class; but that is the machine
which is responsible for the slaughter
¢f 13 millions of young men in
Europe. The same machine is now
busy piling up armaments and fleets,
and, if allowed to run on unchecked,
will inevitably plunge us back into
a state of war.”

Labor
May 1

Big Demonstration Is Planned—
General Strike Possible.

To

Paris Act

(By the Associated Press.)
Paris, France, April 8 —Labor
demonstrations of an imposing

nature are expected here May 1
and it is declared extremists may
seek to foment serious trouble., An
effort may be made to transform ‘he
strike contemplated for May 1 into
a general walkout of unlimited
duration for all trades.

|
[}

re 2ll Germans, who have been HAVE YOU READ THE ‘‘SYS-
blacklegging -at the Dutch ports.

TEM'S HAND''?

Truth., Collection:Truth (Duluth, Minn.) 1917-1923
Minnesota Historical Society 345 Kellogg Blvd. W. St. Paul, MN 55102 - This material may be protected by copyright law (U.S. Code Title 17)

SOVIET MESSAGE
T0 UNITED STATES
GIVEN GEN. GRAVES

TOKIO, April 5.—(Delayed).—A
peace note handed to Maj. Gen.
Graves on March 19 at Vladivostok
for transmission to Washington by
Special Envoy Vilensky on behalf of
the people’s commissar, Tchicherin,
states:

“The victorious advance of the
valiant soviet troops in  Siberia,
extending into a general uprising of
the populace against counter-revolu-
tion, foreign intervention, and inva-
sion, has hastened the approach of
peace negotiations.

‘“The statements of the renowned
representatives of the American busi
ness world that they are ready to
participate in a peaceful reconstruc.
tion of Russia testifies to the Amer-
ican people’'s readiness to treat with
the Russian peoples. The further
go the agonies of civil war the
more concentration will come on the
basic aim—namely: restoration cof
the country.

“The soviet envoy Marten’s repre-
sentationg clearly prove American
wealth and enterprise could be the
grea.tgst auxiliary force and aid in
achieving this aim. Peace will bring
the greatest mutual benefit to Rus-
sia and America, the latter being of
the greatest potential aid in reaping
the greatest benefit of the trade.

JURY’S VERDICT

AGAINST BENTALL

Former Socialist Candi-
date for Governor Again
Is Found Guilty of

Espionage.

MINNEAPOLIS, April 12.—Jacob
O. Bentall, former Socialist candi-
date for governor of Minnesota, was
again found guilty of a charge of
violating the espionage act, by a
jury in United States district court
here tonight. Judge Page Morris
announced sentence would be
pronounced later and Rentall was
released on $10,000 bail, The jury
was given the case at 4 p. m. and
reported at 9:45 p. m.

Th& government charged that Ben.
tall made a speech at Hutchinson ir
1917, “attempting to incite drafted

men to insubordination” during the|

war. He was convicted on two of
three eounts in the indictment in
April, 1918, and sentenced by Judge
Morris to five year in the federal
penitetiary at Leavenworth.

The conviction, however, was re-
versed by the United States circuit
court of appeals which ruled that
Morris erred in his instructions to
jury and a retrial was ordered.

*

HAVE YOU READ THE ‘‘SYS-

LENIN TO CENTRALIZE
ALL POWER IN RUSSIA

Fear of Cholera Epidem-

ic This Summer Ex-

pressed by Commis-
sioner of Public

Health.

MOSCOW,. March 30 (Associated
Press) — Consolidation of party
interests and centralizations of de-
partmental activities ag the result
of Russian victories “on all fronts™
were emphasized as the keynote of
the Soviet Government’s policy by
Nicolai Lenin, Bolshevist Premier of
Russia, speaking at the opening ses.
sion of the ninth convention of the
Cor : .unist party here today.

“That this miracle of viectory
happened,” he declared, “not rith-
standing the imperialist world was
again us, was due to centralization,
sacrifice and discipline.”

Recent peace proposals received
by the Soviet Government denote
a ‘‘change of sentiment in the outs
side worid and an Entente policy
indlctative of lack of unity,” Lenin
said, adding: “Our position ecannot
be determined from the viwpoint of
jurisprudence.”

Facts and figures furnished by
M. Semashko, People's Commissar >f
Public Health, show that the typhus
situation in Russia is under control
and the sanitary outlook improved,
The Commissar said, however, that
a possible cholera epidemic this
| summer was a scurce of apprehen-
sion to him.

“While there are comparatively
few cases of cholera in Russia at
present, the disquieting feature is
its wide distribution’. M. Semashko
declared. “Our records “ow that
cholera exists in thirty-seven.localit«
ies. DBetween Dec. 1 and Feb. 13
there were 425 cases at Cheliabinsk.
In February there were 222 cases
in the Caucasus, and scattered out=
breaks in many other place. show
the disease to be spreading north
and west. It was carried irom the
west and south, where the ranitary
conditions following the evacuation
of the White iroops were appalling.

“The spread of typhus and
cholera are being combatted with a
system of sanitary inspection in
institutions and private homes In
Ilhe cities and villages, the dis*ribu-
| tion of educational posters and
| literature emphasizing the impore
tance of cleanliness, and also clean
up campaigns known as weeks of
cleanliness,” the installation of
public baths and the systematie
disinfection of railraad cars, 34,000
! of which were fumigated in Janaary.

HAVE YOU READ THE ‘‘SYS-
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,tiunist International, I met
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The next time' I saw Lenin' whs
in Petrograd the day, or rathér the
evening before the Constituent Na-
tional Assembly was in the Paurida’
Palace. ;

As is well known, the election of !
the assembly had taken place long
before- the assembly was convencd.
The majority of the assembly which
couid not be said any longer to
reflect the wishes and desires of
the majority of the people, was
disposed to be hostile to the Bolshe-
viks, and would not hate hesitated,
had it had safe means, to crush the
new workers’ governmeat. In ad.
dition, the Workers’ Councils had
meanwhile been stabilized, and ' had
begun: to be recognized as the new
form of popular representation. The
Council of People's Commisgars had’
therefore decided that the Assembly
should be dispersed. There remain-
ed only the question of whether this
shonld be done immediately or a
few days later.

Things in Petrograd had been
quite stirred up before this first
day by street demonstrations by the
various parties, by the discharge of
fire-arms prnvoked' by  counter-
revolutionary machinations, causing
a number to be killed and wounded.
I had arrived that morning and fn
my hunt for a’ hotel amd for nwy
dwedish friend, I had twic: been
caught in®the midst of such fighting
groups. I had to lie on my
s'omesch in ths snow, or saeig protec.
tion in'some doorway, waiting until
the worst was over. Outside of the
Taurida Palace, countless masses of
men were gathered when Sverdlov
opened the meeting late in the
evening. Chernov was chosen by the

Right element to be president, to_
the aeccompaiment of indeseridabie !
noise, clapping and shouts of Bravo!
from his adherents, angry shouts
and whistles from the left. Then |
suddenly the noise stopped. A little
man is making his way through the

tightly crowded mass of people !
standing about ome of the side}
entrances. The delegates rise,

stretch their necks to see who it is.
It is whispered: “Lenin”. And a.
moment later there is a general
applause, all are clapping

friends and foes to the leader of,
Soviet Russia. He retires to the !
background of the platform and the |
proceedings continue. The majority |
was very destructive: the Declara-
tion of the Rights of Men was re- |
jecied: the attilude of the Govern-
mrent towards peace with Germany |
is disapproved. It was clear that|

moment of -decision was approach. |
ing. T looked for Lenin from my
seat. On the stairs leading to the
platform he had settle down. Hisg
head rested on his hands, as serious- |
1y as if he were writing the end of |
political book in the midst of all
the noise To a certain extent thntl
was what this day was. It marked |
the definite parting of the ways|
between the various group of soeiali
patriots and the DBoisheviks. Forl
one half hour he sat there brood- |
ing. No one disturbed him. Then |
he suddenly looked up: his decision |
had evidently been taken. He gave |
a few orders. After the first voting |
had taken place, the Bolsheviki left!
the hall. The collaboraiion was at |
an end. But they had decided to!
leave the others in peace until they '
might prattle themselves tired. The
wheole evening and the whole night
the groups of the Right continued
their discussion. At four o'clock in
the morning, thinking that there
had been enough pratiling, a few
up to the President
“and declared: “Now we are tired
and want to go home and sleep.” It
would be best for the meeting to
close.”

{

A few days laler { met Lenin late
one night; it was about twelve or
one o'clock., It was the only spare
hour he could find: And even this
he was stealing from his sleep at
night. If there was any change
noticeable since the last {ime I
had met him, it was that he was
¢ven more cheerful than before. In
spite of all his ecares during the
first hard months with internal
dizorders, the Brest negotiations, he
was happy and smiling. “Ah, all
will still be well. We have already
¢one this and that, the result is be-
ginning to become evident. Every.
thing will still work out-" A radiant

optimism  which ineluded his sur-
rounditgs  inspired him with the
couraze to work and with con-
fidencoe

During my visit this year in Rus-
sia. at the founding of the Com.
Lenia

Grimlund

no disagreement in speaking
ability, adn with some trily
idea.
munistic state of society.

people.”

NIKOLAI LENIN

(What an American capitalist said of Lenin, on hearing the
rumour that Lenin had been assassinated.)

“The personal picture of Lenin, with which [ have found
are well informed, is that he is a man of most extraordinary

Russian idealistic noble and came to be a man of only one
He believed that the regite of capitalism meant
slavery and that the world would find freedom in a com-
In his mind every motive was fine,
every act moved by patriotic love and sympathy for the

with a number of people who

fine characteristics. He was a

FRANK VANDERLIP

several times. During the dayvs of
the congress all the participants
were constantly together, Lenin al-

their %ways with them, always simple and
hands, a spontaneous greeting from |siraightforward,

encouraging: and
jesling.

I recall a few little occurences
that teok place during these diys,
which may perhaps be worth re-
calling in this connection. One even-
ing a number of us, the French.
man, Guilbeaus, The Swiss, Frede-
rich Platen, our Spartacus friend

{ Albert, and the writer—had deecided

to see ‘“‘the sights of the town.” On
the way out we met Lenin on the
staircase. He stopped and asked
us where we were going. We
laughingly said that we were going
out to verifly the'staries in the
European press about all the terri-
ble murders:and holdups that were
alleged to take place in the streets
of Moscow.

“‘Suppose I should be your guide,”
said Lenin. “Although to tell you
the truth, I have just dismissed my
little' stenographer and was on my

| way to you to have a litile conver-

sation.”

We of course, immediately wished
to turn back in order not to be
deprived of this little opportunity
for conversation. But Lenin would
not hear of it. Our negotiations
terminated in a—shameful com-
promise! The Spartacan has the
honor of having formulated the
conclusion: “First we shall go for a
little walk and then we shall have
tea up in . our rooms and chat!”
This met with general approval.
We set out, admired the busts of
Danton and Kalyavey, which stand
one on each side of the Moscow
City Duma, saw the moon cast her
pale light over the Red Place and
the old walls and spires of the
Kremlin and finally went, on eour
return journey through the truly
public part of the Kremlin. Lenin
langhed aloud as we were return.
ing: “What would our = Central
Committee say if they knew that I
have been out on a nocturnal jaunt,
instead of staying home and work-
ing.” After that, we gatherad
round the samovar. Lenin told
about his wvears of exile, ahout the
differences in the movement, about
all the difficulties they had had in
maintaining unbroken communica-
tions with Russia, ete.—

About a week after the Congress,
quite a number of the delegates
made a flying trip to Petrograd.
Lenin also had been paying a visit
there and arranged his return as
that we were able to take the same

train back to Moscow. After an
unusually primitive evening repast,
there enswed an animated discus-
sion, under the inspiration of end.
less glasses of tea. The subject of
the discussion was not of the nature
that was customary among the
little circle that had gathered in the
car: Lenin, Platen, Guilbeaux,
Lenin’s sister, Albert, Railway Com-
missar Nevsky, the present writer
and Maxim Gorky’s wife, the
celebrated actress. It wis really
the last named who contributed to
making the discussion extremely
agitated and vehement. The theme
was modern art. Suffice it to say
that Mmes Gorky and Guilbeaux
were warm and enthusiastic ad-
vocates of the futurists, cubists, and
all the others modern ‘|ists”, while
Platen condemned them as idiots or
cunning swindlers, in order to give
gome ideas of how lively was the
amusement of their hearers and
spectators. Albert and the present
writer intervened but this was
enly when the protagonisis be-
came somewhat tired out and
needed someone to push them into
the confliet again. Both sides tried
to win over Lenin so as to have
an ‘“‘authority’” to 1lean on, But
Lenin merely laughed and evaded
any assumption of an attitude in
his answers, ‘
thoughts were on some other sub.
ject all the time. And this was
quite the case! A little while later
he was deeply involved in a conver-
sation with the Railway Commissar
on the subject of the administra-
tion, management and reorganita-
tion of the railways. New constric.
tion and reforms received active
attention. Tt was nearly four
o'clack in the morning before Mrs.
Gorki succeeded in obtaining &
complete vietory over the “count.w
revolutionist in arl”. Platen went 1o
get a little sleep. The rest of us
followed her example. But even
in those morning hours, the Pres-
ident of the Council of People's
Commissars and his assistant were
bent over drawing and designs and
working busily!

LENIN'S SIGNIFIGANCE FOR THE
WORLD REVOLUTION.

One of Lenin's classmafes, a
bourgeois journalist, once wrote
about him. “The man has no other
interests in life thamn his program
Art, the theatre, ete., all theze
things are strange to him. On his
palate {nere are omnly two colors,
white and black, blane et noir.”

This judgement was set down ‘n
order to ridicule and belittiz Lenin

j revolutionary movement and’

A i

4 night, the lamp in Lenin’s workrosm

i still burning,

| qualities of a=SoefaTst theoretician,

1 Wituewt bei~z very much disturbed

11 living at’ present know Marx better

It seemed as if his

but' does it-mot cemvey thie highesty:

préise that can’ be shewered upon”
man!
If I exeept the touching and warm |

his wife, his faithful heiper and
scribe in all the yeard of exile, and
of hig sisters, who also were dévoted
heart and soul to our cause, he
really has no other ipterest than the
its
advancement. Unselfish, without a
thought of his comfort or health, he
sacrifices all his time, all his

letariat, All day long in feverish |
activity, he even converts the
greater part of night into day. Long
"after all other lights have been
| extinguished and only the ticking of
the watch breaks the silence of the

up in the castle of the Kremlin is.

But, to be sure, the révolutionary’
movement has thousands® wupon
thousand of members who are
active, diligent, and self_sacrificing!
It cannot be that which has brought
Lenin to his present high position:
What properties .does he possess,
| this- remfarkable man, who is
i simultaneously regarded as a
marvel of revolutiom, as well as
hated, abhorred, andg scorned as no
other man by his -epponents, while
he is loved, admired afd more than
tany other party Jeader by Dbis
friends and associates?

Lenin unites:in Himself the best

a revolutionary. statesman . and a
practical organizoriy

The chief of the Russian work-
ers is scientificaliy'“better equipped
than any wborkingZélass leader in
the world. 'His' 'vears of exile
permitted hiln the opportunity of
studying the theories of Socialism--«

|ty other work. Very few Socialists

1than he. And he brillianily com-
pleted; developed, and placed in a
modern light the work of Marx im
his own “State ‘and Revolution:

He never allowed his scientiffc
interest to mislead hini into a makoed
and uninteresting theoretical and
philosophical speculation. on prob.
lems. On the contrary, we may
rather say that every theoretical
problem interested him by reason
of its purely practical politica)
consequences.

As a statesman, a revolutionary
statesman, Lenin is in a class by
himself. Even his opponents are
obliged occasionally . to  admit
publicly that he has defeated them.
Adroitly and cautiously he pilvled
the Russian ghip of state through
the years of the Revolution, through
countless skerries and rocks. He
has negotiated with one state afier
another, has gained fine diplomatic
vietories, but never for a moment
has he relaxed his principles or
made concessions on really iniportant
matters. “The world’s {foremost
statesman,” was what a bourgeois
paper said of him the other day.
The expression was perhaps used
falsely by the secribe, but it never-
theless containsg a great truth.

In addition to the qualities named,
we must also record I'i- unigque or-
ganizing talent. This was a‘tested ]
during years of oppressinrn when a
fine mnet of communications was
spun to cover all of Russia, postal
arrangements, organizations, etr,,
and this faculty of his hore ..s
baptism of fire during those years,
when it was necessary to re.’'ganize
everything anew from the hottom
up in Russia after it had been
devastated by Capitalism, and the
world war, =t

Lenin embodies 'the unbending
steel Fard will 'of the revo' 'ti mary
working-class’ to Sstruggle and to
viatory; he embodies its clear, cold
brain,” which lays out the theor-tical
lines of conflict, ¢ embodies its
warm and couragebus heart, which

embraces all the "bppressed and
cxploited of tte world.
Insgvired by his faith and Lis

enthusiasm, his will to work and
joy in conflict, the proletariat of
the world shall certainly within a

affection and devotion of Lewin to |

energies for i:"e cause of the pro-|

(This story is taken from the
“System’s Hand”. See advertisement

{ion this page.—~HEd. Truth.”)

“Why, Stevey, this is fine. When/
aid you come to town?"”

I explained my situation: Earl
listened, then linled his erm in’
mine, and together we left tha hall,
and strolled up the street. Ha told
me of his present work and what
he hoped to accomplish.

‘“‘I'm' with the garment-workers’
now,” he said. “They're organizing
rapidly, but it's awful what ‘“e
needle trades have all been throuzh.
Every strike means bloodshed, but
it means a few cents more in pay.

The' otrer mnight, I sa* iwenly
thousand men &nd women, re.
presenting seventeen nationalities,

marching’ like a- great silent army
away from a hall that ti:ey had
ren‘~d, and whica had been locked
in their faces, and’ they made no
complaint; their endurance is sonte-
t ing magnificent, but iher are
hungry, Stevey, they are hungry all
+he time. Sometimes I gay 0 my-
self ‘How long can a hungry man
last?” and then to watch them
making garments. Some day the
plecework system will have to go,

but in the meantime, a hundred
thousand lives will go to bring
about the transformation. Stevey,

they speed them up in those sweat-
shop till it makes your heart sick
to see it. Half the workers have
consumption, and they cough and
spit all day, and sew like mad to
keep a little home together, a
home that means a couple ef dark
rooms up a long {light of stairs.
When you go in and strike a
match, you see the hugs running
over the walls and the rats scur.
rying into corner holes. DMost likely
a lot of little kids have just huddled
together all day waiting for the
parents to come home from the
factory to bring them supper. God,
if the bosses only treated the poor
employe as well as they do their
machinery, he wouldn’t complain,
but they don’t, 'cause they keep the
machinery welloiled and they dom't
keep the worker wellfed.”

We walked on in silence for a
while, and Earl continued:

“The women are to be pitied the
most. As a man, I can’t get to the
bottom of half the trouble,k We need
a girl to work among them. I'd
like to get that little San Francisco
red-head to come on and take up
organizing. It might be arranged.
You remember the one named Pop-
py, don’t you?”

Remember Poppy? Had I ever
forgotten her for a single hour?
And here was Earl speaking in his
usual direct way, and without a
particle of sentiment.

‘““She’d be good at it, don’t you
think so?” he.went on.

“Yes,” said I, “I think she would
be good at anything she did.”

“Awfully bright little girl,” he
added, and then went back to the
subject of the struggle of the un-
organized worker, but I didn't hear
much, I was thinking of the girl
named Poppy, and how Earl had
called her a little red.head.

Suddenly he stopped before a
shabby frame building, and compar-
ed the number above the door with
one written on a serap of paper
which he held.

“Steve, this is where I have to
make a little  talk {fonight, A
whole faetory of cigar-makers was
locked out the other day. There Is
no. branch of industry in which the
workers are paid less or treated
worse. Come on up with me, I
want you to hear what some of
them have to say. They are wonder-
ful. Such patience, such endurance,
in the face of privation§ and
persecutions that are past relating.”

We ascended a narrow creaky
stairway and at the far end of a
very dirty hall, turned and entered
a dimly lit hall where a large
group of toilers, both men and
women, and comiprising several
nationalities, -sat and listened to

short time proceed to !° conflict | the words of an educated Polish
and to the introduction the Com. } boy, who was speaking in English
munist society. and with great fervor. Dropping
= rrmm——— o — ——
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indusiry, and hag given

stopped to consider the fact that
these millions which have built the
libraries

day in the steel mills.

books.

hundred: million dollars to
founding of medical institutions,
which is undoubtedly contributing
to a necble cause, but I, a poor
common man, with a common
brain, a mere fragment of the great
piece’ of human machinery which

these fine laboratories, canmot help
asking why Mr. Rockefeller did not
spend that hundred million dollars
in building clean and sanitary shops,
and why he did not pay the em-
ployes a living wage with which to
buy sufficient nourishing food to
enable them to
habitable homes where disease was
not being bred? And when T stop
to think of these things, I realize
how the Rockefeller system of
doing business has rendered me a
fit subject for the great white
plague by compelling me to labor
long hours in a filthy factory and
to live in a hovel rather than a
home; and when I go for an exami-
nation to a doctor, trained under
the Rockefeller plan, and he teils
me that if I leave at once for
Arizona and' live according to the
highest American standards, I may
survive for six months or perhaps
a little longer, and I haven't cent
to do it on, I ecannot see how NMr.
Rockefeller's charity has doné me
a world of good.

“I look about and observe the
schools and universities this wealthy
man has endowed, thus making his
name famous ,and don't misunder.
stand me and think I don’t appre-
ciate places of learning, for I Jdo, so
do all the toilers, bui what breaks
our hearts is to realize that it has
been made impossible for us ever to
attend them. I am only a common
man with a common brain, and I
see only with the eves of experience
through which I have passed, and I
know that it is the ambition of
avery normal young man to possess
a home for his wife and children,
and how some, by almost super-
human efforis, have gone {o the
outskirts of town and acquired a
start in thi direction. And I have
seen how  a litile growing family,
when settled in this newly realized
dream to which a morigage a mile
long is attached, sees each year a
hundred dollars less to pay on the
cherished home. And when the
oldest boy reaches the age of four-
teen, without ever knowing what it
was to have enough to eat, and the

| parents, their hearts aching to send

him to one of these fine Nockefeller
colleges, have insieéad to swear out
a false statement about his age so
the boy can do a man's work in &
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has made possible the erection of.

By Stephen Doyle

| THE SYSTEM'S HAND |

-;thut accorded catile,
| hepefal

! across her empty breasts.

and

sweatshop to help with the final
payments and prevent a forecolsure
of thie mortgage, I can't got very
enthusiastic about the philanthropy
of the ‘richest mam in Amreical.”
A fit of coughing shook the speal.
er, and he held a handkerchief to
hig mouthi. When he took it away,

(it was stained with blood.

A woman, sitting. en the other
side of the one who was crocheting,
rocked a whimpering baby in her
arms, and buttoned up her dress,
“It'ss no
use trying to nurse him,” she re-
marked to her cdompanion. “We've
only had a bit of tale rye bread in
the room for days and my milk
is all dried up.”

The Polish boy and regained his
strength again, and though wvery

1 pale ag a result of the hemorrhage,

went on speaking:

“We' come’ fo this country, we
foreigners, hearing it to be a land
of plenty and of freedom, but the
treatment accorded us is worse than
We are So
when we come. We are
so ambitions, but the rich manu-
facturers who employ us say among
themselves, “We'll keep the for-

into a seat beside a Slavic woman,,
‘who was crocheting, I was in time  wages down'.
to hear him say: “Andrew Camegiei:\mcricms but they don't
has made mnilllions out of the' steel ! patriots—they want machines, and
away | S0 we never et a chance to develop

have been produced by
the workers toiling twelve hours a
It is pitiful |arrived, and I mét him as I had
that it hasn’t occurred to his mind | wired him I would do, in the lobby
that whnile a library is a very goodjof my hotel.
thing indeed, the workers who 1,31,»,;.:a picture of me somewhere in a
made it possible for him to buijl Paper, for he knew me, ana as I
them never get time to read the, came into the crowded lobby, and

“John D. Rockefleller hag given a
the ;

live and -to buy|

eigner down and that will keep ihe
We' want to be real
want

many of these millions in establish- | —we only Eet a chance (o die.”
ing libraries all over the country, | L
which is a commendable thing to boy over to where I
do, for we all appreciate librarics, | introduced him, just as Joe. I held
but evidently old Andy has ne\'ergo'ﬂl my hand. “It's all true, Joe,”
1said Iy

.he
and

After a while, Earl brought
sat

“but

eigner won’t

many of him.”
Three nights later, the man White

for.
too

remember, the
die—there are

He had probably seen

| looked about at the ever-shifting
panorama of human beings, coming
through ihe swinging
Islom's. moving swiftly across the
tiled space, between elevator and
desk, here today and gone tomorrow,
this stranger stepped up to me, and
held out his hand.

“I am White,”” was all he said,
and with that quick intuitive ap-
praisal of a man which was the
gift bestowed upon me by a long
line of ancestors who had been
proud to call themselves detectives,
I knew I had invested well when [

iand going

had sent for him to come to
iChicago.

| 1 sought a secluded corner and
|'we sat dowm on the heavily up-
holstered chairs. I was the [irst
to break the silence that ensued.

White struck me as a man who
would never be in a hurry about
anything. A great leisureliness
enveloped him. He was a f{rail,
handsome man of about own
age with prematurely gray hair and

my

a quiet, thoughtful manmner. He
watched the restless throng of peo.
ple who were passing back and
forth just out of ear-shot.

“I like to see a lot of men and
women moving freely, each intent

on some business,” said he, with a
wistful smile. “There was such a
long time when I saw so little, only

just thought and thought."” He
leaned back in the big chair
wearily and sighed. I looked at
his well-worn garments, neat but
frayed, and considerably out of
date.

“You have been in the couniry?"
I asked.

“l have been in
answered.

A boy called loudly the mame of
a wealthy New York man he was
paging. A band of musicians,
concealed behind a bank of artificial
palm tirees, played softly the
popular airs of the day, and two
society women, with an inartistic
amount of rouge on their
strolled by, laughing gayly.

“It's an experience that one con't
desecribe,” he continued.

“You know you get so much time
to think in those long, long days.
You are shut in by high stone walls,
and the terrible loneliness of the
life gels you at first. Then you
begin ta think. It’s this thinking—
thinking, that makes a philosopaer
out of you.”

“But tell me,” I asked, “how did
you come to seek me?"

“Do you remember arresting that
rich banker Vardoe in Southern
Washington, for killing a young
girl, when an innocent man had
been serving a sentence for fifteen

prison,”” he

faces,

years for an act he knew nothing at

-
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&l about? Well, you are ﬂh ase
whe can Relp us now.”

“Who do you niean by us?’ I
asked.' ;

““Theré are ' six others still in
prison—rvictims of the same frame-

up that sent me there. I swore o &
trie “alibi for them, and I whas
convitted of perjuiy. They arc in,

serving a lite sentenite for a mutrder
committed by ‘someche &lse.”
“And the real criminal?” I ask&d.
“He is still at lavge. It was like
fhis, Mr. Doyle. A sheriff of tlhe
connty in which I lived had been
Killed. Some private detectives
testified that they had otverhedrd iny
comrades and myself plotting to
marder this man, and the mayor of
an adjoining e¢ity, and even the
President of the United States. We
wore  absolutely innocent of  any
sueh ideas, but weé belonged to an:
organization that was feared and

haied by the moner-powered
clement and hencs the frameé-up.
Why, Mi.Dbyle, these hired ' de-
tectives told how they had bored
hol#s in the wall of a room in a|
certain hotel, and had listened lo;

our conversation, when, as a matler‘,

none of my comrades nm"
myself had ever been i~ that
particular building.”

7 foak
G iacy,

White then went on to tell me
many details of a case with which
1 was already famillar, I let hiin’
finish, and noted how accurately
and truthiully he spoke.

Then I said, “And now what can
I do for you?”

“I'or me? Nothing. But my
comrades—I want you to get them
out of prison.”

all about this
, more than you think
I can and will file an
atffidvait exposing the alleged
criminal. This will bring about ihe
release of your friends, but I am
not in a position to get justice

“White, I Lnow
infamous story
I know.

meted out to the murderer for the
fact that he belongs to a wealthy |
society family, and as part owner off
a private detective agency renders |
him immune."”

White nodded. ‘I know that, but |
Mr. Dorle, we do 1ot desire to see.|
him punished—we enly ask for our i
own liberty.”
charitable,” I re.|

“You
marked.

“Charitable?” he echoed. “We |
believe in brotherly love, if that is
what you mean, and remember the
worker builds, he
tear down.”

“And will you now go back to |
work?” I asked.

White shook his head.
no deeent work - open to the ex-
conviet,” he replied. ‘“After I came
out of prison, at the end of a
long, cruel sentence, for simply
telling the truth, I found that every
door was shut in my face. I went
from place to place. It was no
use. Finaliy, hungry and heart-
sick, I found myself engaged, along
with {ifty other-exconvicts, to go
into a lumbercamp up Neorth and
work as strike-breakers. None of |
us realized that we were to be
used for that purpose. We were
just so glad to get another job
again,

are very

doesn’t like tol

“Thera 1

“The conditions under which the
men had worked were something
past describing. 1 did not wonder
that they had struck, but we did not
learn this at the time. Later, when
we found out that they were on
strike, I, with some of the others,
left. 1In a bunkhouse of very small
dimensions, a hundred and fifty
men had to sleep. The beds were
merely narrow ledges in tiers of
three around the sides of the wall.

Every one brought in his own
blankets, but they soon became so
filled with wvermin that to wrap

oneself in them was torture.
tin wash basins were all that the

Four

hundred and fifty men had in|
which to bathe, after they came in |
from work sweating and covered |
with dirt. = The stench of the fouli
towels and the three hundred socks:
hangzing round the siove to dry was
almost beyond what human beings .
could endurs We rose and ate a
frugal breakfast on a rough board |
table by candle-light, and if you
have ever been in the timber lands,
you know what the day's work

T

meani.

“Yes, I know,” said I, and then
I told him someithing of my ex.
periences as a lad in the Minnesota
forests. White roused himself
from the reverie into which he had
fallen while listening to my tales
of the wrongs and agonies of the
workers, and held out his hand.

“I have no way of thanking you
for what you are going to do “or my
comrades,” said he. “I even had
to ask you .to bring
some day I'll pay it back. I'm a
carpenter by trade. Do you think
that if T were to go under an as-
sumed name, 1 could get work here
in Chicago?”

“I'Ml see to it
job,”” said I, “but
owe me nothing.”

White looked at mn

that yott get a
remomber, you

with a
-0 soe.

ma here, butE

gratilude that was beautitul
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Ten Thowsand British
Workers Cheer Speaker
Lauding Soviet Russia

) LONDON, March' 22nd:—Tom
Mann opened the proeceedings at {Iw

great Albert Hall meeting last even- .

ing by the declaration: ‘This vast
audience has already anticipated
the reai purport of this gathéring—
to welcome Comrade George Lans.
bury—" The remainder of his “sen=
tence was drowned in cheers.
“First,” said Lansbury,” in reply,
“I want to tell all comrades, young

;or old, poor or rich, whoever you

are, that I thank you from the
bottom of my heart for the reception
vou have given me,

Arrival Ia Russia

People want to know, Lansbury

proceeded, how T got a passvort to !

Russia. . When I left England I was
not sure that I should get there,

and did not ask for a passport, for’

the simple reason that there was no
one to give me one. When I reach-
ed Finland 'I asked permission to
cross the frohtier into Esthonia, and
this was giten me. When I did
cross over thé border and “shook
haads witli murder” I was proud o
do so. 1 had shaken hands with
soldiers before!
All Soldiers In Same Garb

The soldiers over there were not
dressed in any definite uniform. Bri-
gadicr_generals commandanis and
officers were dredsed the same as
the privafes,” and you coulla’t

selves just like men, and lookéd vou
straight in the eye. 1In their eyes
you
could not understand
| stranze speech.

Olive Schreiner has written some-
where about a people which march-
ed across Lurope centuries ago, the
jmen and women togeiher, bearingi
hardships and privation equally. In
the Army the women are stand.
ing side by side with their men,
cooking for them and attending to

from their

; their needs.

My first meal in Soviet Russia was
an example of the meals served alike
to generals, privates an9 vyisitorS,
It was cooked by a woman in a litile
hut, and consisted only of tea and
black bread.

they were all sharing equally what
they had.
Maxim Gorky's Revelation

We in England are responsible
for that outrageous blockade. Peo-
ple speak of the horrors of Bol-
shevism. But what about the
horrors perpetrated by the great
Christian Powers of Europe, which
shut off Bolshevik Russia from all
medical supplies, from all Red
Cros aid, so that human beings
had to submit to having their
limbs amputated, their eyes laken
out, without anaesthetics?

Maxim Gorky is writing a preface
to a book on the horrors Of the
White Tervor, which will shake (lie
world.

I want to say, however, that I
am not of the opinion that the
people who have come back from
Russia and 91d stories of atrocities
have mevely lied. There have been
atrecities comanitted, not under the
orders of the leaders, but by the
individnals attached to both sides,
But no one has dene more than the
Central Government of Soviet v
sia and its Extraordinary Commiis~
sion to put down terrorism and
prevent murder. It has done f'lr
more than could have been m])nc!r-d
from any other Governmnt in
similar circumstanes. Let us
member that the whole fabric of !
society had broken down.
before our eyes what is happeniry;
in Ireland, containing three nrillions
of people, in the reign of terrvor
under an Army of Occupation. How
much mere dangerous then was the
situation which inveived 160 mil.
lions of people.

We criticised the Soviets for not
producing perfect order out of a

chaos, but out Government had |
curious ideas about “order,” any-
how.

The rising in Berlin has been des '

fivitely emgineered by people in
this coYntry and on the Continent,
who are antions to see restored -
Kaiserism in Gerniany and Tsariem
in Russia.

When the reactionaries appeared |
to be in the aseendancy last weelt |

the English Press declared there !
must be no interference. But now |

that the workers are coming on mp
again we have Lord Kilmarnock
dectaring that if there is not a
Contitutional and ordered Govern-
ment in ‘Germany there shall be no
food,

My friends, those words were
spoken in your name and in mine.
Ate you going to allow the British
Government to do the same to
Germany ag it has -done to Russia?

tell |
t'other from which. They bore them- |

read the- weléome which you

That was all ihey had F
to offer. From the top to the bottom |

re- -

We s(\et

A

This sullen wall, and keep inviolate.
Until I comve to you with 10ve-dumb lips
Fiom out of tiris dull’ tenement: of hate;

To draw allayment of rasping fear,
My woundings and my frettings. till my mind
Is soothed by winds that dreaw like nurses near,

|
i
I
i Cut of the freslt breatliing of

O DBeauty, fields and cities,
Await,

e R e U A Y

For lLeavenworth Prison

A determined effort is

thousand dollars for the release of Charles Ashleigh on
bail pending the appeal of the L.
bé a small and yét a great

art and lettérs” to do, to
for a few months in order
poet might have the liberty
to love.

3

($

¢
We bumed the witches—they had devils in "emu.
We mobbed Lovejoy—he preached a schism.
We hanged *John Browns—he broke a law.

5 And now we've sent 'Gene :
£l —Will Burn in the Liberator.

When I Go Out

O be to me tender, leaves that wait outside

To tend mie on my 9ed of living grass;
And all the hush of spring shall be my cover;
The hills shall stand as guards about my peace;
And the audacimr's sun shall be my lover___

When I go out___ O roads of all the world!

strong friends, my coming,—let my heart
Once more drink glory on a earcless trail!

¢

3

?

i
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Debs to prison %
3

3

the earth

do not fail!

Chavries Ashileigh.

being madeé to secure- tén

W. W. case. It would
thing, for some ‘‘patron of
set that much meney aside
that this sensitive and real
that he kriews iso well how
ELS RN 1 1

Max *Eastyivan.

Every nation must be allowed to de.
| cide on its own government. The
;l'iolshcnl.s in Russia and the KReds
;ul Germany don't want us to help
| them; they can help themselves. |
But they do ask to be left alone
by other conntries.
British Propaganda.

The Soviet Government has doeu-
mentary evidence to show that tecae-
tionaries in Europe are sending out
their propagandists to Russia, with
the object of restoring autoeracy.
The British Government prefends to
be afraid that it Litvinoff came t0

In Russia the only right
the people have not get is
the right to expleit their
feilow men and women.
| s

this country he would propagate
Bolshevism. Our statesmen are past-
masters in the art of propagurda.
We have spent millions of pounds
in sending Red Cross
officers and othérs to
propaSate hatred of the Soviet
system. They have not succeeded.
But if Russia must not indulge in
propaganda, then Great Biilain
shonld be prevented from dolng it,
also.
Appeal By Tolstoi's Friend

Lansbury then quoted from a
“letter to ITnglish friends” by
- Viadimer Tcherikoff, Tolsioi’s
literary executor, in which the
writer stated:—

“Friends and comrades, forbid
youer rulers all interference, wheth.
er open or masked, in our affairs,
‘(‘mmsel them to desist from af-
Lfording the slightest material sup-
port fo any Of the parties involved |
in onr civil war. Force them to
cease the cruel blockade, whith
fexh:msts our physical strength at
a tinte when we all so need it. |
i Althotigh at times stambling and |
falling, we ave, after all, now
the foremost ranks of

|

|

|

|

| the promress of mankind.” i
| }
|

|

Russia lo

, working in

. How Captives Fared
Lansbury then econtinned: Now
as regards Russia itseif. The [irst!
thing I have to say is of the |
‘prisoners. You will soon
[Eng]and nearly all

have in |
the people de- |
tained in Russia during the revolu. |
| tion.

1 The Soviet Government naﬂ
passed a law against private sppuu-i
lation. A man who supplied Dritish |
prisoners with food was arrested !
and charged. When he said he|
Wwas supplying British prisoners, he |
wag instantly released. /;

In England, he econtinued, girls
were fined for giving cigarveltes to
German prisoners. Farmers w no|
i gave food to prisoners in Engiand |
were prosecuted. In Russia to- davi
they allow a man to conimit illegal |
frading that our people may be'
fed.

Now I come to the prisoners. |
Well, prisops anywhere are rotten |
things, and 1 hope some day o see
them swept away. .

But is there any other country iy
i world where one can enter the
capital city  and 'imteet ‘two of one's”

3

nurses andt

| neither legitimate nor

| no longer

| the children.

| manner, and when I remember who
| it was who said “Suffer little child-

L of London and - the children

| sued a proclamation. It read:—

| more.

own countrymen«!wallding = abont
with absolute freedom-—yeét prison-
ers? s \

Let the Jingoes; who chased i1he
English wives of. Geumans, who
harriel barber and p-rk butehers,
undérstand how in Sgviet Russia -
they treat the alien eneémy. Let
them wunderstand that so long as
tiley do not interferé with the
internal affairs of Russia,: ‘*he
aliéns in that cowmtry arve allowed
to go when and where they pleases:
That shows that Westeri civilisation
has somethiing to learn from Sovict
Russia.

About The Churches

“Now, about churches. Mefore I
crossed the b der I 'nad breakfast
at 6.30 one morning -~ ith a British
officer, I believe he was honeést. ile
said, ‘You are a brave man at your
age—going into Russia.” ‘Why?' 1
asked.

““You will either be killed or
you will die of disease,” he replied.
Again I said, ‘Why?’

“‘They are destroying religion,’
he said, ‘and burning the churches.’
Then he told me horrible tales
concerning a great army of Chinese,
and, he declared ‘every Chinaman
can gather up three women!’

“A priest told me there were at
least 16,000 churches in Russia. I
said, ‘If your 16,000 churches and
all your priests and religious peo.
ple cannot combat that statement, I
don’t think much of vour relizion.”

“But in Russia there is perfect

freetom for religions teachers to
carry on their propaganda.
“And the children—they are

illegitimate
—-they are just children, There is
a visiting of the sins of
the fathers upon the childeen. No-
i where in the world are the children
better cared for and betier loved
than in Soviet Russia. I never saw
milk unless it was being given to
I seldom saw meat,
except when the children had il.
“Fven anti-Bolshevik women in
Russia agree that the chillvren urve
being cared for .in a most beantiful

ren to come unto Me.” I rememnber=
ed also the slums of jthe East ilnd
who
starved that diyidends and profiis
might be made. | il

“In Ruossia the oaly right the

| people have not, got is, the right to

exploit  their follow men and
women, ) 3 {
“Regarding education, Lenin is-

“To get more we must produce
To produce more we must
learn wmore. Thervefore, education,
edueation, edncation.

“Thus the n“'mbers of educated
men in the Red Army have in-
creasc.d from 15 to 65 per cent.”

Lenin To England

I want you to take Lenin's mes.
sage, as he put it to me:—

“If you can bring about a peace”
ful revolution in lungland. no one
will be better pleased than we in
Russia. Keep iun Four trade move«

v e Xeslgs Py it

i ment;

to divide,

..—ISMM'W“*’IDRH-‘!I?
senil ‘m for m ru;‘.-lw
subweription to

GALE’S

The only Radical ma ne" nuh-
tihed in English- in
read Linn A. I, Gale's bl:Hliant-
and informing articles on the
conspiracy of the petroleum kings
to cause intervention ,the TOW~

ing labor organizations of Mexico
gl‘d the rise of the new Communist

¥ty of Dex Some of Gale's
articies have been:

“Keep Handa' Off Mexico!”

“Who Is Financing Villa ' and
Diaz?”

“We ‘Slackers’ in Mexiio!”

“Judam Iscariot’ and the Bolshe-
viki"

Rémit by personal check, or]
bank draft,

Gale's,” P. 0. Box 518,
CHYy,' D. F. -DMexiev.

Mexled

" OUR MILK CONTAINS
{§ THE CREAM AND IS -

it GUARANTEED

~ JENS NILSEN,

We serve from 25th Ave.
W. to nont,
1914 W. 10th St
Lin. 479-D
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15 Jwels movement in 10 carat
gold tilled case for... $10.00
- Liberty Bonds accepted 1or
_full value in trade. &

 Spalding  Jewellers
47 W/ Superior St.
Next door Spalding Hotel.
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ALBERT THALIN
Tire Shop
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keep in your Labout move-
Don't divide until you have
Don't ecome disinicg.
rated by premature strikes or pre-
mature upheavals.

“Keep together till you are ho-

ment.

| moZeneous, and do not be Ted Tifo

resorting to violence.”

Tlien Leénin added: “You are a
pacifist; on whose side would you
be in the class war?” I said T had
been with the workers in Russia

| from the beginning, and would be
_with: them here; because 1 am one

of them, and was born on  théir
side of the fence.

At the close of Lansbury’s speech
the vast audience showed its ap-
fashion.

In conclusion, Tom Mann made a

chamterlstm appeal for solidarity

| and actmn

“The great lesson for us to learn
from the Russian moveément is that
the central factor of the wlole of
Russia is the Soviet form of gov-
eérnment. That is a lesson to us
both politically and indutrially.

“Lenin and Trotky, wheén they
recognised the necessity of avoiding
the ungainly methods of the Con-
stituient Assembly, and refused to
initiate the parlianfentary systeny
of Western Europe, saved the Rus-
sian movement by enabling the peo-
ple to get to grips Qirectly with the
political and industrial situation
and giving to the workers the
control of industry?

Before the gathering closed a
resolution was passed unanimously
calling for the immediate rclease
from prison of Charleg Diamond.

(Charles Diamond was recently
sent to prisOn for friting an article
protesting  agalnst the  British
atrocities in° Ir€land. He " is the
editor of the “CATHOLIC TIMES"
—¥d-)

The meeting broke up by the
singing of the “Red kl-g“ and the
“Internationale.”

LEGION SERVANT
OF WALL STREET,
UNIONIST ASSERTS

CHICAGO.—“The average union
man has reason to believe from
past performances that the American
Legion is at the mervie of Wall
Street,” declared Capt. Roscoe H.
Johnson, international president of
the Commercial Telegraphers'
union. Johnson, who enlisted at the
outbreak of the war and served until
it ended, asserted that the lezion
would first have to “purge itrelf of
the taint of Wall Street, then cvery
ex-service man with a union <ard
would be glad to sign up.”

SCORES ROGERS BILL.

Johnson commented caustically on
ihe Rogers bill recently passed by
both houses of congresS, which pro-
vides for the *“loan” of rifles to
cach post Of the legion, and for the
sale of regular ball* ammunition at
cost price from the government
arsenals in unlimited quantities.

“The bill provides that the pur-
pose of the issnance of gun- is for
‘military - funerals’,”” he said, “It
is easy to picture just the kiund of
‘military funerals’ Wall Street is
preparing for.”

The attempts on the part of Na-
tional Commander I'ranklin D’Olicy
to assure the union men that the
legion is their {riend do not harmon.
ize with the way the posts are bheing
organized, Johnson said™
BACKED BY BIG INTERESTS.

It Frankiin D’Olier, as na:ional
commander, and the American
Legion, as an organization, exnect
to inspire confidenea ‘n ithe ex-serv-
ice man with a card in his pocket,
the first move should be suspension
of chariers bearing such inseriptions
as ‘Western Umion Telegraphh Com-
pany Post,” ‘Colorado Fuel & Iron
Post,” ‘U, 8. Steel Corporation Post,
‘Western Electric Post’, ‘Standard
Oil Post’ and the like—each post
equipped with the latest model army
rifles and regular ball ammunition
‘for military funerals’,” he- de-
clared.
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EDITORIALS

EUGENE DEBS DEMONSTRATION

The Debs demonstration that was timed to take place
last Wednesday in Washington, D. C., has been postponed.

These demonstrations savor of the old Biblical days, when
the people walked around Jericho and blew trumpets, until
finally the walls fell down. Why do the ‘‘political” socialists
insist upon appealing to the ruling-class? Why not appeal
to the men on the job? The capitalist class do NOT want
Debs to remain in prison. May sound as if we are trying
io justify the position of the capitalists. What would you
do, if you were in the same position as the capitalist class?
1f they let Debs out, Debs will immediately commence to
speak and educate the people. Now if you were a capitalist,
would you let Debs out? Of course you would not. There.
fore when the capitalists witness our demonstrations, they
just langh. But if we appeal to the man on the job and
sueceed in bringing about a general strike, would they
laugh then? We ask, would they? Of course not. Then
why waste your time on demonstrations?

HAVE YOU READ “SYSTEM'S HAND"?

IT’S A GREAT LIFE

If the Allies insist on Germany fulfilling the terms of
peace, the German government will be left without an army
or navy. In other words, they will be left without any force
to keep down the Communists.

On the other hand, if the Germans are allowed to retain
their large army and navy, then the Allies are in danger of
losing some of their world markets.

It's a great life, Mike!

HAVE YOU READ “SYSTEM'S HAND"?

BRITISH LABOR IN CONVENTION

We are indebted to the “Workers’ Dreadnought™ for the
reports of the recent labor conventions held in England.

The Trade Union Congress, the offi'cia]_ body of British

Labor, and the Shop Stewards’ Movement, the “unofficial”
body of labor, met at the same time. As the editor of the
Workers’ Dreadnought states:—
a rank and file Conference met simultaneously with the
official Trade Union Congress, in order to focus in the eyeés
of the great masses the opposing policy of the revolutionary
Communists, side by side with that of the old fashioned
trade unionists, whose vision does not extend beyond some
more or less timid attempt to palliate and patch up tl/
capitalist system in which the worker will ever® be .he
exploited wage slave.

The Trade Union Congress met and talked about direct
action, without really understanding what was meant by the
term—direct action. It remained true to its traditional past.
Met, talked and gained the applause of the ‘kept” press.
Not a word about Russia!

_ During the discussion on direct action, Tom Mann en-
deavored to make the delegates realise when their real
power lay. Let us proceed to the report of the convention
of the rank and file of British labor, that of the Shop Ste-
wards. We have our own A. F. of L. conventions to amuse us

Arthur Mc'Manus, the chairman of the N. A. C. of the
Shop Stewards’ and Workers’ Committee movement was the
first chairman of the Convention, which met on the morniang
of March 10th, the day before the Trade Union Congress.
He drew the attention of the delegates to the singular and
important nature of the Convention and predicted that it
would be the beginning of a new movement of the rank and

. file throughout the country. There was a tendency in the

official Trade Union movement to use the unrest amongst the
rank and file workers and to go round making fiery speeches
stivring up enthusiasm, but when the moment for action
came, to call a halt and to say: let us ask for a Commission
of Inquiry. But after the Commission had sat and repCrteY,
we always found that if anything were to be accomplishied
one had got to take the same drastic action that had been
necessary before.

On the question, as to who should own the mines, the Con-
vention clearly siated its position by adopting the following
resolution:—

This Convention recognises, that no scheme of Nationalisa.
tion will be of any temporary or permanent benefit to the
workers which does not remove the capitalist class from
power, and calls upon the workers to prepare industrial
machinery to take control of the means of production and
distribution, independently of ecapitalism.

At the same time the Convention recognises that Direct
Action should be used to compel the Government to accede
to the mine workers’ demands.

This Convention, therefore, calls upon the Trades’ Union
Congress to take steps to bring about a general strike to
wrest the mines from the capitalists, v

The Convention also elected a special Mines’ Commitiee:—

(1) To press forward the sirike policy.

(2) To ,consult with the unofficial Reform Committee of
the miners, with a view to formulating and urging upon the
workers a scheme for the sovietisation, or in other words, the
worlkers' contrel of the mining industry.

(3) To enlarge the demands of the strike in the direction
of the general sovietisalion of the land and all industry.

A resolution was also adopted, urging a general sirike to
bring about peace with Soviet Russia.

The Soviets.

The fellowing resolution was also adopted:—

This Convention, recognising that Social and Industrial
Service will be the basis of future society, calls upon the
workers to prepare for the creaiion of Soviets, consisting of—

1.—Dclegates from all kinds of industrial workers, elected
on the workshop basis.

2.—Delegateg from the land workers.

3.— Delegates from villages and hamlets in areas where
the population, for technieal reasons, cannot be divided for
purposes of representation on industrial lines,

4.—Delegates of women, not industrially employed, appoint-
ed to represent the area in which they live, by the women of
those localities. X

All representatives to be instructed by those they represent,
and subject to recall at any time.

No representation to be given io these who live by em-
ploying others for private gain or on accumulated wealth.

Economic Sovieits 1o consist of representatives of the
ahbove groups, with the addition of advisory representatives
6! Trade Unions, Co-operative Societies and Technical Staffs.

Willie Gallacher, of the Scottish Workers’ Committee,
speaking In support of it, said that the strikes on the Clyde
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For the first time in the history of the Labour movement

had been mostly unofficial and therefore without strike pay.
When the people were without food they were starved into

submission. Therefore whilst they were building up Work.

" shop Commitiees they were also finding it necessary to build

up committees outside which could ensure the food supplies
of the workers. It was the business of these Social Com-
mittees to find out where the food was and how to get it.

If the American labor movement would only quit fooling
about with Labor Parties and get behind the One Big ; AJnion
movement and the Co-operative movement, they would be
doing some real work. As Robert Minor points out in the
current issue of the “Liberator”:—

“In the Messaba Iron Range strike, the Finnish Co-
operatives and the American Society of Equity backed Labor,
They made a deal with the I. W. W. not only to furnish
the strike with provisions but to give credit for the provisions.
The I. W. W. guaranteed the strikers debts and have since
made good on the bills.

When the great Steel strike started, John Fitzpairick as
chairman of the strike committee invited the National Co.
operative Association at Chicago and the Tri-State Co-
operative Association of Pittsburg, to’ handle the strike com.
missary. The Co.operatives jumped at 'the opportunity.
In the Chicago Steel district, provisions were distributed to
the strikergs in the Co-operative’s own trucks, and long-
distance freight shipments were made. Something over a
half a million dollar worth of food was su\plied.

And now if I have made the once dry word ‘‘co-operative’”
smell and taste like food to you, I'm satisfied. Think of
strikes with food!

General strikes with 004!

It seems to me that the American co.operative move-
ment has made good with Labor.”

The Irish situation was discussed and a resolution affirming
Ireland’s right to independence and calling for a joint
conference of the Irish and British rank and file to consider
what British workers can do to help Irish workers in their
struggle was adopted unanimously. Similar resolutions on
India and Egypt were also carried and resolutions declaring
that Parliament must be replaced by the Soviets and that the
hardships arising from the high cost of living, unemployment
and other evils can only be ended by the abolition of capital-
ism.

The foliowing resolution on the Two Internationals and the
Labour Party was carried, with one dissentient:—

tesolution XIII.—This Convention greets the Third (Com-
munist) International inaugurated 4n Moscow, and calls upon
all workers’ organisations here represented to adopt the Com-
munist platform, and to link up with the Third Internationak
It urges the representative delegates here present to secare
the withdrawal of their organisations from the Second Inter:
national, and from the Labour Party. and their affiliation to
the Third International. ;

On a motion it was resolved to elect a committee to an-
range to obtain the necessary facilities for workers. wha
desire to go to Soviet Russia to help with the work of -re=
construction there and whose work may be needed in Russia
and zlso to arrange for a rank and file ‘deputa.tion' to. visid:
Soviet Russia in order to make a report to the workers! of;
this country.

Jack Wills, of the Building Workers’ Industrial Union,
pointed out that every member of the official Labor deputas
tion that is going to Russia has declared himself in strong
and definite opposition to the Soviets. :

Ed. McAlpine, of the Communist Labor Party, tendered
fraternal greetings from Amecrican comrades, and told how
possession of a member’ card in the Communist Party, the
Communist Labour Party, or the I. W. W., renders the holder
liable to imprisonment in the United States. The clubbing

_and shooting of the Reds is a common practice of the Amera.. -
ican awthorities and some had been lynched’' A resolution

conveying ‘fraternal greetings to the American comrades was
adopted. : : :

fThe following resolution on Hungary was adopted:—

This rank-and-file convention expresses solidarity with the
persecuted Communist workers of Hungary, and condemns
the White Terror instituted by the present Government of
Hungary and condoned by the.British and other Allied Mis-
sions in Budapest. It further calls on the British Government
to follow the example of the Italian Government, which,
under the pressure of the Socialist workers of Italy, has
instructed its Embassy in Vienna to intervene on behalf of
the Hungarian Socialists.

The convention declared for:—

‘““(a) Complete dictatorship of industrial conditions by
those—the rank and file—who perform the industrial opera.
tions.

“(b) Complete subjection of all office-holders (large,
small and in between) to the actual members of the rank
and file of the working class.

‘“(¢) Total destruction of the existing ineffective and worn-
out Trade Union machinery, or the existing cloak of present-
day scabbery, nick.named Trade Union Constitutiynalism, to
be substituted by the most efficient class-machitery, to be
determined by the shop-steward movement proper, counteract-
ing that mnarrow.minded Trade-Union-Society-Stewardism
which, whilst trading as Shop Stewardism, is actually shop.
prostitution,

‘““(d) Destruction of representation based upon Society
branches, or geographical areas, to be substituted by work-
shop representation, subject to twenty-four hours’ recall,
failing mandatory instructions.” L4

Social Soviets. \

As the result of a ecarful discussion, it was agreed that,
while the Workers’ Committees and Shop Stewards’ organisa-
tions, organising the workers industrially where they work,
form the most vital method of industrial preparation for the
coming revolutionary crisis, these bodies need to be supple.
mented by the organisation of revolutionists socially where
they ]ive:

The functions of this second iype of organisation, that

which organises revolutionists where they live, will above-

all be

(1) To group and concentrate revolutionary opinion, and
to provide a field for the activities, not only of revolutionary
industrial workers, but also of revolutionists who for one
reazon or another cannot directly share in the indmstrial
struggle. This applies especially to women in the home, ete.

(2) To collect local information as to food supply,
trantport, ete.  This informatlon will be essential to’ the
workers in a revolutionary erisis ;

(3) To propagate the soviet idea, and in every possible way
to assist ir the formation and development of Shop Stewards’
Commitices and Workers’ Committees.

After a number of aiternative proposals had been discussed,
the name of Social Soviet was chosen

Viewing the work of the Shop Steward’s conveniion, one
cannot help but feel that this is only industrial movement
that should cominand the attention of the workingclass of
Great Britain. The crewning feature of the Shop Steward
movement is, that it is a movement from the bottom up. The
rank and file contro! the movement. Any action taken is by
the sunction of the rank and file. The danger of betrayal by
officials is entirely eliminated. Officials may go wrong, but
they can never take the movement with them. The rank and
file are invested with responsibility and that demands a spirit
of selfrellance. With the rank and file active and engaging

N

in ‘action of its own making success is assured.

If any of our readers desire to know more about this moves
ment we advise them to communicate with the editor of
“Solidarity”, 10 Tudor Street, London, E. C. ENGLAND. It
would be as well for members of the A. F. of L. to keep in
touch with this movement by subseribing to ‘‘Solidarity”,
published monthly one dollar per year.

/ HAVE YOU READ “SYSTEM'S HAND"?

LENIN ON THE TACTICS OF THE
COMMUNISTS.

‘We here publish excerpts of axletter of Lenin received

by the Central Executive of Communist Party of Germany

as a “Greeting to the German, Italian, and American Com-
munists.”

The reports that come thru to wus from abroad are
extraordinarily few. The bleckade of the imperialistic beasts
of prey is in full force, the strongest powers of the world
are trying to violate us in order to re.establish the rule of
the exploiters. Of course all the bestial rage of the capital-
ists of Russia and of all the rest of the world is covered
with the empty phrases about the ‘“great importance” of
“democracy”’. The exploiters are consisteni; DBourgeois
democracy they designate as ‘‘democracy” in general, and
all th Phillistines, all the petty-bourgeois—even the Messers.
Friedrich .Adler, Karl Kautsky, and the majority of the
leaders of the *“Independents” (independent of the revo-
lutionary proletariat, but dependent upon petty-bourgeois
prejudices)—swell the chorus of this song. ’

But the more rarely news from abroad come to us in
Russia, the more joyfully do we observe the iremendous
victories of Communism among the workers of all lands,
the turning away of the masses from the leaders who have
bctrayed them, who—from Scheidemann to Kautsky—have
gone over to the side of the bourgeoisie.

The Scheidemanns and Xautskys, the Renners and
Friedrich Alders—greatly tho these gentlemen may differ
from the point of view of personal honor—have proved
themselves to be petty-bourgeois, despicable traitors to
Socialism, and adherents of the bourgeoisie, for all of them
in 1912 helped to write the Basel Manifesto regarding the
eoming imperialistic war and signed it, they all at that
time spoke cof the proletarian revolution,” and now all of
them have shown themselves petty-bourgeois democrats,
championsg of philistine-republican, bourgeois.democratic il-
lusions, servants of the counter-revolutionary hourgeoisie.

The terrible persecutions to which the German Communistsg
have been exposed have hardened them. If at this moment
they are to a certain extent divided against themselves, it

. is only a proof of the mass character of their movement,

of the strong growth of Communism deep within the laboring
masses. A division is inevitable in a movement that is so
savagely persecuted by the counter-revolutionary bourgeoisie
and its servants, Scheidemann and Noske, and which is
forced into “illegal organization. Besides, it is a matter
of course that a movement that grows so rapidly, that is
so persecuted, hould bring out sharp differences of opinion.
There is in_this no danger, it is the disease of growing.
All these differences of opinion are unavoidable. Between
petty-bourgeois, who, like those of 1848 idolize bourgeois
“democracy” without understanding its bourgeois character,
and the proletarian Revolution there can be no peace.
cannot work together. Noske and Kautsky, Friedrich Adler
and Otto Bauer may do what they please, they may write

. mountains of paper, deliver endless speeches, they will not

do away with the fact that they in reality have no apprecia-
tion of the signifieance of the dictatorship of the proletariat
and the soviet form of government, and that they are hour-
geois democrats, ‘“‘Socialists’” of the type of Louis Blane and
Ledru Rollin, and thdt at the best they are toys in the
hands of the bourgeoisie, at the worst its very servants,

The “In_dependent" Kautskyans, as well as the Austrian
Social.Democrats, seem to be but a single party; in reality
the mass of party members are in principle, in essentials,
and in the main points not in agreement with their leaders.
The great mass of them will take up the revolutionary
proletarian struggle for the soviet power as soon as the
moment of a new ecrisis is at hand, but the “leaders” will
continue, as they are now, counter-revolutionary and seated
between two chairs. Hilferding in Germany, Fredrich Alder
in Austria are already giving an example of this noble art.

But in the fire of the revolutionary struggle these
persons who are trying to reconcile the unreconcilable, will
show themselves to be mere soap bubbles. This was proved
by all the Socialistic heros of the year 1848, this is being
proved by their brothers in the flesh, the Mensheviki and
Social-Revolutionaries in Russia, in the years of 1917—19,
and the same is proved by all the champions of the yellow
International of Bern.

The differences of opinion among the Communists are of
another nature. A fundamental difference only those can-
not see who will not see. They are differences of opinion
among representatives of a movement that has grown with
unbelievable rapidity, differences of opinion on one and the
same hard fundamental basis, the basis of the recognition of
the dictatorship of the proletariat. On such a basis the
differences are not dangerous, it is the disease of growth
and not that of weak old age. Such differences of opinion
have also been experienced in the ranks of the Bolshevists.
There have even been small divisions on the ground of such
differences. But at the decisive moment, at the moment of
the conquest of power and of the establishment of the
Soviet Government Bolshevism once more stood as a unified
movement. The best elements of the movements related
to it joined its foreces, it united the whole advance guard
of the proletariat and the enormous majority of the work.
ers. So too it wiil be with German Communism.

The Kautskys and the ‘‘Independent” party are doomed
to fali, and without a doubt they will very soon break up
as a result of the differences between their revolutionary
members among the masses and the counter-revolutionary
‘“leaders’’.

The Communist Party will grow strong and steel itself in
the process. It is going thru essentially the same differences
of opinion which the Bolshevists too had to pass thru. The
differences among the German Communists consist, as well
as I can judge of it, in the ‘“question of the exploitation of
the legal means available”—as the Bolshevists called it in
the years of 1910—13—in use of the bourgeois parliament,
of the reaciionary labor unioms, of the factory councils
created by the Scheidemanns and the Kauiskys; the ones
demand participating in these organs, the others demand
that they be boycotted. We, the Russian _Bo!shevists; passed
thru exactly the same differences of opinion in 1906 and
in 1912-13, and we see plainly enough that in many young
German Communists the lack of revolutionary experience is
making itself felt. Had they experienced the Revolutions of
1006 and 1917, they would not so categorically demand the
boycott and fall from time to time into the errors of
Svndicalism. That is the sickness of growth. It will pass
with the spread of the movement, which is developing execel-
lently. And in regard to these apparent errors it is
necessary not to exaggerate the differences of opinion, for
it must be plain to all that in the near future the struggles

They -
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for the dictatorship of the proletariat and for the soviet
power will do away with the greatest part of these dif.
ferences of opinion. From the point of view of Marxian
theory as well as from the point of view of the experience
of the three revolutions of 1905, February 1917, and Octo-
ber 1917, I consider it a mistake to decline to participate in
the bourgeois parliament, in the reaciionary labor unions
of Leglen, Gompers, etc., in the reactionary “workers’
eouncil” established by the Scheidemanns, Sometimes, in
individual cases, the boycott is practical in a certain land,
thus for example it was right for the Bolsheviki to boycott
the Czarist Duma in 1905, but the same Bolsheviki participat-
ed in the much more reactionary and by far more counter.
revolutionary Duma of the year 1907. The Bolsheviki took
part in the elections to the. bourgeois Constituent As-
sembly in 1917, but in the year 1918 they scattered it, to the
terror of all petty.bourgeois democrats, the Kautskys, and
the rest of the renegades of Socialism. We participated
in the reactionary, purely Menshevist labor unions, which
ag far as their counter-revolutionary attitnde is concerned
were no better than the most villainous and reactionary
unions of Legien in Germany. Even now, two yvears after
we have seized the power of state, our struggle azainst the
remains of the Menshevist labor unions—that is, the unions
of the order of Scheidemann, Gompers, ete.—is not yet nver:
80 long and weary is the process, so strong is in various
places the influence of the petty.bourgeois ideas.

Formerly we comprised a minority in the Soviets, a
minority in the unions and co-operatives. Thru hard work,
thru a long and weary struggle—both before and since our
conquest of political power-—we drew over to our side the
majority in all the labor organizations, later also in such
organisations in° which not only workers were represented,
and finally also in the petty-bourgeois organisations. Only
knaves and fools can believe that the proletariat must win
the majority in elections taking place under the pressure
of the bourgeoisie, under the pressure of wage slavery,
and only then seize the power. This is the height of nar.
rowness ‘and hypocrisy. It is the attempt to substitute for
the class siruggle and the Revolution elections under the
old social order, under the old government, The proletariat
conducts its class struggle without waiting for a vote for
the beginning of the strike, altho for the full success of
the strike the sympathy of the majority of thy: workers—
and consequently also of a majority of the population—e
necessary. The proletariat carries .on its fight and cver.
throws the bourgeoisie without waiting for any preliminary
vote (in which the bourgeoisie iiself participaied and which
takes place under its pressure), altho at the same time the
proletariat knows full, well that for the success of its Revolu-
tion, for the successful downing of the bourgeoisie there
is absolute necessity of the sympathy of the majority of the
workers—and consequently also of the majority of the
population.

Parliamentary cretinism and the modern Louis Blanes
insist on the vote, and that a vote carried out by the bour-
geoisie, to determine the sympathy of the majority. But
that is the view of pedants, of political corpses, or of
cunning deceivers,

Actual life, the history of the real Revolution shows that
the ‘“‘sympathy of the majority of the workers” may often
be proved without any vote (_aside from such votes as are
taken on a basis of ‘‘equality” of the exploiter with the ex-
ploited). Very often the sympathy of the majority of the
workers is revealed not thru votes but thru the growth of
one of the parties in the number of members in the councils,
thru the success of a single strike which for some rcason
has gained great significance, thru success in the civil war ete-

The fight against the betrayers of Socialism, the Scheide-
manns and Kautskyans must be a ruthless one, but it must
not be fought on the basis of participation in _bourgeois
parliaments, reactionary -unions, ete., or boycotting of these
organs. That would be an absolute mistake. A still greater
one would be to deviate from the ideas of Marxism in favor
of the ideas and practice that demands as a matter of
principle participation in the bourgeois parliament, in the
reactionary labor unions, in the factory councils organized
and castrated by the Scheidemanns. Such a party must
exist whereever there are workers, where.ever workers may
be spoken to, wherever the working-class may be influenced.
One must absolutely unite the illegal work with the legal,
systematically and without deviation establishing a sirict
control of the loyal activity thru the illegal party and its
workers' organisations. This is not easy. But there is not
and cannot be any “‘easy’ task, any ‘‘easy’ struggle for the
proletarian - revolution. But this problem must be solved
at all costs.

We differ from the Scheidemanns and Kautskyvans not
only—and not chiefly—in that they, unlike us, do not
recognize the armed uprising; the most important and
fundamental difference is that they in every field—in the
bourgeois parliament, in the unions, in the press, ete.—carry
on an inconsistent opportunistic and actually traitorous policy.

Against the Social-traitors, against the reformists and op-
portunists—that is the political line that can be followed
without exception in all phases of the struggle, and must be,
if the Jaboring masses are to be won. And with the working
class the advance guard of the proletariat, the Muxian
centralized political party, will lead the people along the
right path to the victorious dictatorship of the proletariat,
to proletarian in the place of bourgeois democracy, to soviet
government, to the socialistic order of society.

The Third International has been privileged in the course
of a few months to celebrate a series of splendid, unparalleled
victories, The rapidity of this growing is remarkable,
Isolated errors and sicknesses are not dangerous in this case.
Thru direct and frank eriticism we shall bring it about that
the Marxian workers of all civilized lands will very soon
sweep away the betrayers of Socialism, the Scheidémanns
and Kauiskyans of all nations—for they exist in zll.

THE VICTORY OF COMMUNISM IS INEVITABLE.
VICTORY WILL BE OURS!

October 1919.

N. LENIN.

HAVE YOU READ “SYSTEM'S HAND?

REPORTED DEATH OF JOHN REED

The States Attorney's office of Cook County, Illinois has
issued an announcement that John Reed has been executed
by the Finnish Government.

‘We urge our readers to ignore announcements coming from
such a source. They are issued with a view to prejvdicing
the case of those about to be tried for conspiracy. If the
States Attorney’s office can produce a feeling of fear in the
minds of the populace, it will enable them to frame-up the
Communists. Hence the “reported” and “‘unconfirmed report®,
of the execution of John Reaod.

It seem peculiar that the United States Foreign cifice was
not aware of the “reported” death of John Reed, yet a local
Chicago office had received word. We suggest to President
Wilson, that the commences an inquiry into the lax manner
in which the Secretary of State is conducting his office, Why
not appoint Assistant.States Attorneys Heth and Berger of
Chicago? They seem to be {wo exceedingly eclever
They seem to be we said!

men.

Truth., Collection:Truth (Duluth, Minn.) 1917-1923
Minnesota Historical Society 345 Kellogg Blvd. W. St. Paul, MN 55102 - This material may be protected by copyright law (U.S. Code Title 17)
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