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Why This Magazine? 

Por a ismber of reasons,which the read- 

ers cf VANCULRD will learn from the pres-— 

ent ai oLbsequent issues of this magaz— 

jne, .he literterian revolutionary move- 

nent weakened Gonsiderably in the post-— 

Wer pericd But this decline was only 

tehporary The: last four or five years 

have already shown us to what heights we 

can rise ‘et us but observe the phenom— 

enal 1@ anarcho-syndicalist 

ROVOMen. I: Spyaig.::dwring these years, to 

ole GP v.68 test powerfil and vital revol- 

Eek te Ss in the worid, aston- 

authoritarians of 

eee pated 
STG es 

ti ¢ 

= rere .davorable to the develop-— 

the anarchist movement. in Spain, 

thas country is not the only one in whose 

soii the roets cf anarchism can sprout 

Already, anarchists in many other parts 

of the world are beginning to emerge from 

the -levei of platitudinous generalities, 

adapting their basic principles to con- 

temporary realities and attracting those 

younger rebel elements who refuse to be 

crushed and warped by authoritarian Marx-— 

ist dogmatism and one-party infallibility 

In the United States however, the anar-— 

chist movement has much less influence 

than in most other countries. But this 
fact. certainly does not preclude the pos-— 

sibility of the building up of sucha 

movement in this country Indeed, there 

are: many factors that are in our favor, 

among which the militant traditions and 

struggles of large sections of the Amer- 

ican working class are of no small in- 

portance. However, there is as yet no 

revolutionary group in this country cap-— 

able of directing these traditions and 

the discontent generated by the present 

crisis into intelligent revolutionary 
nannels, the delusions of some naive com— 

unists to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Jt is to the task of helping to build a 

ovement which will concretize our libe:- 

arian aspirations in the light ofthe 
veeds of the American working class and 

the development of contemporary condi- 

tions that the Vanguard Group dedicates 

itself.But we cannot even begin this task 

without the most elementary means of ex- 

pression, that is. a paper or magazine. 

Realizing the importance of having a pub-— 

lication of our own, we started a mimeo-— 

graphed monthly magazine three years ago. 

This first attempt attracted some “atten- 

tion and we were enabled to change from a 

mimeographed magazine toa printed one 
which continued for seven issues and then 

was suspended because of lack of funds. 

We were without a voice until the summer 

of 1934 when the TL MARTELLO, an Italian 

Anarchist fortnightly newspaper offered 

to let us edit a page of their publica- 

tion in English, It was of course under-— 

stood that this would continue only until 

we could collect enough funds to publish 

our own paper. Since printing is very ex-— 

pensive and at present beyond our means, 

we have done the next best thing: we have 

bought a multigraph machine and are doing 

the setting and multigraphing ourselves. 

The English page of IL MARTELLO has 

discontinued in favor of this more 

enlarged magazine. We now have a bit more 

space in which to expound the philosophy 

and tactics of libertarian communism. We 

have more (but still limited} space for 
articles by prominent and capable com— 

rades both here and abroad, for hews and 

information abovt the anarchist and labor 

movements in Spain and other countries 

which can be found in practically no 

other English publication in this coun- 

try, for reviews of important books, for 

articles dealing with various important 
theoretical questions and we shall be 

able to include ine ch issue a critical 

evaluation from the libertarian communist 

point Of view Of current economic, polit-— 

ical and social developments of import— 

ance. 

We hope that this new effort will suc-— 

ceed in putting the VANGUARD on a perman-— 

ent basis. But this is something only 

our friends and readers can decide. They 

must support us with subscriptions NOW! 
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Reversing The Trend 

MORE than a half a century ago the ris-— 

ing movement of international socialism 

experienced its first rift-—-the most ser- 

ious one in its history--leading to the 

splitting off of the First International 

into two irreconcilable camps—-the one of 

Marxism and that of libertarian socialism 

represented by the Bakunin faction. The 

scope of differences causing that split 

wes extensive, ranging from general con- 

ceptions of the nature of social recon- 

struction to specific problems of revolu- 

tionary strategy, Eut wide as the range 

Tas, it could ultimately be brought down 

1O One central problem —— the one of the 

place and significance of liberty in the 

struggles for and the building of a new 

social order.Should liberty be considered 

of derivative value, valid only in meas— 

ure that adequate social conditions war- 

rant its application to social life, or 

must it be held as the first and indis— 

pensable condition of a normally func 
tioning society, rendering it imperative 

upon the socialist movement to integrate 

the principles of freedom into its daily 

struggles and its tentative projections 

of the new social ordér.Such was the cen- 

tral problem arising before a movement 
that was just emerging from the stage of 
utopian nebulosities into the one of vig- 
orous struggles for conquest of power. 

The dividing line drawn by this problem 

was deep and sharp.It drove an ever wide- 
ning wedge into the rapidly growing split 

of the two factions of the First Interna- 

tional.To the Marxist liberty was a refl- 

ex of a definite social environment which 

brings forth automatically the need for 

freedom and makes inevitable the realiza- 

tion of it at a given historic moment, 

From that point of view a consistent pol- 

icy of struggle for liberty would require 

@ concentration upon the prime movers of 

ihe process of realization of freedom and 

e Cisregard for mere reflexes lacking the 

force.of actuating factors Paradoxically 

enough, the Marxists maintained, liberty, 

ror Lts' full, realization. must first 

shrink to the vanishing point in order to 

allow the molding of those social condi- 

tions that will automatically bring out 

its renascence upon a larger and more un- 

iversal scale.The exigencies of the storm 

and stress period of the preliminary 

phase of struggles for conquest of power, 

as well as of the transitional stages of 
building up a communist society, forbid 

not only the expansion of the tradional 

values of liberalism, but even render it 

impossible to embody the already existing 

values into the transitional framework of 

anew society. It is only upon the conm-— 

pletion of the full structure of the com— 
munist sccisty that liberty will sprout 
eponlancously from the already prepared 

SOli of oan adequate social environment 
Li is agg#anst this stultifving concep- 

tion of Tiberty that the libertarian wing 

of ibe First International rose up in 
& Liberty, aS it was maintained by 

Michael Bakunin, the great rebellious 
spirit of the socialist movement of that 

epoch, is not ‘a derivative, an automatic 

reflex of more fundamental factors; it 

cannot be realized by a process of self- 

negation. The struggle for liberty is in 

itself fuudamental to the development of 
the human race, it is itself a primary 

factor of historic evolution Where given 
full scope, it profoundly modifies the 
course of human: development, creating the 

very premisSeg upon which the forward 

course of historic progress nust necess— 

ariiy rest.Without, any libertarian strug- 

gle no progress of any kind is possible, 

ess 20 the realizattton of the humanistic 
ideals of sdcialism. It is the lidertar- 
Lan struggles that wiil prepare jhe 

ground for the realization cf socialism 

and net the converse, for, as %3¢...nin 

said in one of his :raphetic mcods: "Sec 
iziism without liberty is mere swinish 

nese" and cut of that swinisiness or 

srontanceus sprouting of liberty is pos 

Sivl2?, no amount of socia. engjneerin 

can take te place of arduous libertaria 

svruggies. 



Tie roadi aGgvoca'ed py Bakuniu was the 

more d*irice i cue.it placed the main en- 

phasis upon iwman acliyity and not upon 

Quudbalic scc'al processes. It demanded a 

much greavei effiri, a kean sense of li- 

bertariai values and a readiness to take 

up ares on behalf of those values as 

such. And, as it frequently nappens, where 

the .ecessary creatiye upswing is iack-— 

ing, Listory fell back upon the line of 

least resistance, preferring to follow 

t:e tempiing short cuts and easy roads of 

effortless realization of the libertarian 

ideal. History temporarily removed ihe 

Bakunin facticn from the fields of strug-— 

gles as a Serious coiltender for power, in 

the most important countries at least, 

leaving the Marxists a free field for the 

application of their ideas of engineering 

liberty in the roundabout manner of work-— 
ing upon the supposedly primary factors 

cf social development. Such a triumph be- 

came feasible because of the feebleness 

of the libertarian traditions in many a 

country of active revolutionary struggles 

and the lack of revolutionary experience 

in the more advanced countries that were 

more fully saturated with the traditions 

of liberalism.All this formed a void into 

which the socialist movement of a half a 

century ago rushed without being aware cf 

the dangerous incline of its course. At 

that time the triumphant use of Marxism 

was interpreted as the triumph of science 

over utcpianism, of social engineering 

over subjective romanticism. Little was 

it realized yet that this tempting short 

cut lay on a line of descending incline- 

away from the heights of humanitarian i- 

deals toward which Socialism was reach- 

ing out in its first period of existence 

toward the morass of state totalitarian-— 

ism and social fascisn. 

For when we come to consider the dismal 

turn of events of the last few years in 

the perspective of socialist development 
Since the split of the First Int-rnation-— 

al, we see clearly how closely bound up 

are the Fascist victories of our period 

with the first steps made by the Social- 

ist movement on the downward path of de- 

terioration of libertarian values of So~ 

Cialism. There is a direct line of ccusal 
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connectich between the sweep of fascist 

victories and the triumph in the inter-— 

national socialist movement of a half a 

century ago cf a social philosophy that 
depreca.ec aud beiitt.ed the importance 

of ibertarian struggles. At first it 

Manifested itself in the gradual dimin- 

ution of the in:esity of struggles for 

iiberty, in the lowered tonus of .iber- 

tarian a:pirations, in the letting down 

on the drive for enlarging and deepening 

the scope of the already existing lib- 

eral values.On the surface the pre-war 

socialist movement was democratic and 

liberal, claiming to be the rightful 

heir of the libertarian struggles and 

traditions of the past. But in reality 

that was nothing but an acquiescence, 

mere conformity to the generally accep— 

ted values. The true spirit of liberalism 

was foreign to it. It showed a lack of 

Passion for liberty; it. let itself be ma— 

nacled i100 easily by the monstrously cen- 

tralized apparatuses Of various parties 

and trade unions; it sercn_ly ignored the 

ominous tendencies toward the gradual re- 

gimentaticn within its ranks, justifying 

it on the grounds of expediency, as 

though sheer expediency, when not imple- 

mented by the rebellious libertarian spi- 

rit,can ever mold Socialist organizations 

adequate tc the humanitarian implications 

of its deal. “It did not form an active 

part of the swelling libertarian tide of 

the pre-war per’od,it showed itself inca- 

pable of understanding the true spirit 
animating the libertarian traditions and 

institutions of the past, which is the 

spirit of dynamic: action,dynamic struggle 

for an ever greater expansion of liberty. 

Shorn of that spirit,those traditions and 

institutions become mere empty shells, 

eaSily shattered at the first onset of 

barbaric forces of social atavism. And in 

falling short of that dynamic spirit, in 

substituting for it mere conformity to 

rooted patterns of social life in deny- 

ing the attonomous value of such a spirit 

the Marxists ci even the comparatively 

liberal variety cf pre-war period had al- 

ready well prepared the grouud fcr the 

coming decralication of the SO.carist 

moverent. 

Tees yas tue BGP: Wervritavle tha, it 
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led tc the weakening of the drive for the 
realization of Socialism.The old liberal 

institutions cannot be “imply superim— 

posed upon the new social edifice, they 

have to undergo a complex process of re— 

adjustment in order to fit into a social- 

ist economy.But in order to undertake the 

recasting of the old liberal values in 

the mold of a Socialist society,a fierce-— 

ly burning flame of libertarian asrira-— 

tions is needed, which woyld prevent’ the 

impairment of those values in the course 
of such a refashioning where such a spir- 

it is lacking where mere loyalty anda 

sense of conformity is the determining 

attitude,an undue regard for form becomes 

‘inevitable, a conservative ovyer—emphasis 

upch mere externalities of political 

life. The Marxi:ts of the Second Interna~ 

tionai became political conservative ex- 

actly because of the lack of any genuine 

libertarian drive, they found themselves 

clinging to political forms into which 

the new social content could not be 

forced, and that is why they became timid 

and apprehensive as to the possibili- 

ties of pouring such convent into mod- 

ern actualities. The cowardice and sup- 
ineness of the Socialist parties in re- 

gard to Fascist aggression, their as-— 

tounding failure to make use of the most 

auspicious opportunities for bringing 

about the desired social changes, are di- 

rectly due to their obstinate clinging to 

obsolete political forms, to the outer 

shell of liberalism all of which came as 

a result of the bitter lack of creative 
work along the lines of searching out ad- 
é6quate political expressions of the new 

social ide:. There is a direct line of 
descent from the triumph in the labor 

movement of the Marxist idea with its de- 
precatory attitude toward libertarian 

struggles and the wilting of the will to 

Socialist action,which by now forms the 
most striking characteristic of the pre- 

sent Socialist movement and the most im-— 
portant factor in the breaking forth of 

the waves of the Fascist reaction. 

But manifest as those signs of the gra-— 

dual deterioration of the libertarian i- 
dea ,with all its fatal consequences, were 

with the Marxist socialism of the pre-—War 

period, they still hardly gave full ex- 

pression to the reactionary implicaticn 

of the Marxist attitude toward liberty. 

The movement of that period was firmly 
welded into the liberal and democratic 

framework of political life, and it re- 
quired an extraordinary amount of per-— 

Spicacity and insight into the implica- 

tions of the Marxist doctrine to see that 

the amalgamation between the Socialist 

movement and the liberal democratic in-— 

stitutions was a purely mechanical ass- 

ociation, but not an organic synthesis. 

That the first great social crisis bring- 

ing the socialist ‘movement into the line 

of a decisive historical action would 

disrupt this mechanical amalgamation was 

beyond the range of vision of most of the 

contemporaneous observers of political 

life. And even now, 17 years after this 

severance has already taken place ina 

country where Marxism proved to be the 

determining force of the course of revol- 

ution, there are many who attribute it to 

the difficulties of the first social rev— 
volution fighting its way against terrfi- 

ic odds in an atmosphere of complete is- 

solation. People still fail to realize 
that great as ail those factors were in 

contributing their share toward the mon— 

strous distorsion of the socialist idea 

in Soviet Russia they were stili of sec- 

ondary importance when compared to the 

degrading effect of the monopolization of 

the revolutionary processes by a .iberty-— 

hating social philosophy like the author-— 

itarian socialism of the Marxian brand. 

The entire course of deterioration of 

revolutionary values,of the gradual sink~ 

ing of the revolution from the heights of 

the October principles to the low depths 
of Stalinism was adumbrated in the ini- 

tial scheme evolvod by the revolutionary 

Marxist wing of the First International 

and then expanded by Lenin in the first 

period of the revolution. At first it was 

the suppression of a few rights pro- 

Claimed by the October Revolution, th 

curbing of its democratic and libertaria 

Spirit in the name of revolutionary ex 

pediency, then the stifling ofother re 
volutionary grotps leading to the monc 

poly of a single party, that was followe 



inevitably by the crushing of opposition 

of that party, and the fegime of a per-— 

sonal dictatorship, the Fascization of 

all the functions of social life and the 
swallowing up of society by atotalitarian 

State. Seventeen years of the most furi- 

ous efforts of building up those very 

foundations which,according to the Marx-— 

ian scheme, should in themselves generate 

the libertarian spirit, Soviet Russia 

presents the most dismal and hopeless 

Spectacle of a country where liberty is 

being extirpated to the very roots, dri- 
ven out of every nook and corner of so- 

ciai life, Russia has become the grave- 
yard of liberty, the model and pattern of 

all the feactiOnary movements of our 

time. 
The factitious scheme of securing lib- 

erty by circumvention, by dialectical 

self-abnegation was given the fullest 
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historicai opportunity and as a resuit ws 

have in some countries a catastrophic 

drop in the sense of liberal values, ad 

great weakening of the power of resis- 

tance to the subterraneous forces of sco 

Cial atavism, and in others— the con- 

piete severance of the Socialist idea! 

from any libertarian values, the degen. 

eration of Socialism to the level of 4 

semi-fascist actuality. And it is this 

scheme therefore that has to be rejected 

if the Socialist movement ever hopes to 

reverse the powerful tide of social re-— 

action now sweeping the world. Back io 

the fundamentals; back to the great ideas 

of the First International as formulated 

by its libertarian wing; back to the 

ideal of libertarian Socialism equably 

moving along both coordinates of human 

progress— the Socialization of wealth and 

the expansion of individual liberty. 

Landmarks of Thermidor 

UP TO the recent events in Soviet Russia 

it had been the invariable claim of the 

numerous apologists of the Communist dic-— 

tatorship that cruel and harsh as the 

latter were in regard to the class enem— 

ies of the revolution, they softened down 

almost to the point of attenuation when 

turned against the recalcitrant elements 

of the revolution itself. Unlike the 

French Revolution offering the ghastly 
spectacle of one revolutionary faction 

exterminating the other ina series of 
bloody purges, the Russian Revolution, as 

represented by its guiding force,the Com- 

munist party,has shown a certain modera-— 

tion in dealing with the various opposi- 

tions. The heavy hand of revolutionary 

terror was never let down with all its 

fatal weight upon those rebellious ele- 

ments that sprang from the ranks of the 

revolutionists. Fratricidal strife never 
assumed such proportions as in France and 

the blood of murdered revolutionaries 

will never rise upon the historical hori- 

zon of the Russian revolution as a per- 

petual taunt anda bitter comment upon 

its achievements. 

Such fatuous apologies 

ceptance 

found wide ac— 

because the first period of the 

revolution remained very little known to 

people outside the narrow circle of spe- 

cial students of it. The monstrous falsi- 

fication of the history of the period re- 

verted to by the Communist Party succeed— 

ed well. The bloody Machiavelian record 

of the latter, of its dealings with other 

revulutionary parties and groupings was 

utterly disbelieved when presented to the 

attention. of the numerous sympathizers. 

And as to the too obvious course of per- 

secutions in regard to the oppositions 

within the party, that was minimized and 

belittled to the extent of having it ai- 

most fit into the pattern of the usual 

policy of repressions pursued by every 

democratic state against the too unruly 

elements. Apart from the spectacular, but 



comparatively mild, vicissitudes befalling the leaders 

of the opposition, very little was known of the cruel- 

ties perpetrated upon the rank and file of the opposi- 

tionists, the occasional groan of the tortured political 

prisoners wafted from the Soviet dungeons having 

been too easily drowned by the roar of the official 

Communist propaganda representing it but as the dy- 

ing out echoes of a stifled counter revolution. 
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nature 

sued by dictatorship. 

belief is still current that somehcw, not 

in an altogether obvic Manner, the o- 
o 

tie Airection of 

liberalization of its institu- 

tions. Another few yoars cf economic vic-— 

tories, few more géeings made aicng the 

of consolidating the basic posi- 

tions of the revolution-and the iong her- 

alded proc of the dying away of the 

State will begin to ‘manifest itself in 
some form or another. Hence the peth 

hooes placed upon the alpuabet: ical 

viet State is moving 
4 
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rengenent of the letters of the G.P.U., 

upon some yague hint thrown out by cthe 

dictator himseif-— and hence aiso the dezf 

eer turned to the desperete cries ccming 

from the persecuted revolutionaries of 
ocviet Russia. Those cries were aisturbe 

ing to the fallacy, they raised disturb- 

ing questions, they peinted to occtriazn 

ominous tendenc es that could not be ex~— 

plained away as mere exigencies cof a re- 

yo..utionary struggle against the hostile 

forces of the oid regime. 

But no amount of officiai ba:lyhoo and 

psychological subterfuges wiil ever suc-- 

ceed in camouflaging basic historic pro-— 

cesses for avery long cime. Uitimate-y 

those processes must reyeal themselves in 

some Striking event. The shot that assas-— 
imated Kiroff and the unspeakable butch— 

2ries following it were in the Nature of 
such an outbreak. In clear unmistakeble 

signs,sealed by the blood of hundreds of 

FOURS Tevouil.s 3 “Heys re- 

i woved thet clober rey- 

rted frem-iis very begin- ist 

Pat trend toward Party dic- 
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have crept into 
tionary pro~ 

BEER pee 
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power to the distortion sua degenera- 

HON IGG LAS Wey ESO ul bao wi. cueao omit. 

Ations. And in stpiking out tn sich 2 cen= 

nibai manner against those that try to e- 

yoke that spirit the gcverning circles of 

Soviet Russie nave cut themselves crf the 

further from any chancess of reconcilia— 

tiOn with it 

crossed. Fron now 

two.camps facing 

The growing 7e— 

The Rubicon .as been 

OneTnere = wil be sou 

each other: the forces of 

~olt inspired by ine principies of the 

Octceber revolution and ‘the’ camp of new 

privilege driving the revolution toward 

its ultimate degeneration; preparing the 

ground for the next consecutive step to 

follow the last blocdy events— the seiz— 

re cf power by some military” adventurer, 

History does not always répeat -itseif, 

but the basic patlern of tae cevelop: ent 

of the Russian Revolutitn i sc clicse to 

the French oné that, uniegé forestalled 

y anew reyoluticonary upsurge. it will 

tame be capped by the seme in- 

anii-climax as the latter. And 

the road cf such a tragic de- 

the sven s forn such 

Lorious 

it is upon 

nouenent thre Vevrm} 
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A” Daily Worker” Columnist Disposes 
of the Anarchist Movement 

by 

LIns Some 

Tand-treachery 

the wonderful achievements, 

anb: eorrect leadership of the 

communists. 

communists’ will come to the ccnciusion 

upon Teading these articles that the re- 
yoit was Made by a united front of tie 

Salists and communists, tiat the com—- 

munists were the leading factors;that the 

anarchists were used as strike-breakers 
by lhe government,and that whenever there 

was fighting on the barricades the anar- 
chists would take their guns and proverb-— 
ial bombs and fight on the side of the 

capitalists and. fascists. 

8 

Snarchists" 

heroism, 

Spanish 

Anyone not familiar with the 

Here is a‘sampie of the 
"The Daily. Worker": 

"The monstrous betrayal of the anarchist 

leeders was the worst biow of 

sowed them, as Marxigm has aiways de- 

scribed them,as enemies of the proiciari- 

2 reyol meats who in the struggles in 

pein were found on the barricades on the 

reasoning of 

ra 

side of fascism. 

Since not even communists will believe 

2 rge we shali not trovble ourselves cha 

o refule it. But here is another gem of 

cscommunist journalism, which I quote he- 

cause: cf its implications as I shall 

point out 

"Nething expresses the treach 

certions of the anarchist a 
than their published comment wien a numb- 

et 2f Sqanish communist leaders were sent 

to African penal colonies.Borrowing their 
phrases from the Trotzyites, the anarch- 

“ists declared to the communist Nia a 

"Go, build. Socialism now in one country'". 

erous ccn- 

aders more 

he 

The purpose of the agsar sya 

agate Et tres tc. Show cane 

Yavghing at thelr oppcients pk 

but. especiaily it trices. to show 

j.can readers that these exiled 106 

wevTG cempunists, the anarchists belie 

left free at home.But here are the facts. 
A group of 124 prisoners,mosiiy capture: 

rebeis of the abortive ananchist revol 

tion in the Upper Llobregat cae 

lonia and a fow others picked up in iz 

celona and Valencia,were exilec ic A? 

ca. Of the total of P245 any 

communists—one Trotzkyite anc lee Ssita_ 

inists. he other i20 were 

These are the facts, The 

Daily Worker" is fiction. 

four Were 

Pa te sees they 
Oise Chaar vas 

story if Tse 

The Daily Worker caiis 

traitors ‘because they did Neh, 

by side with president Companys for 

pendence of Catalonia 

Catalonian mess. There wae a united frou! 

of the four or five differsut 
factions, reform syudicalisis,scuciaiists, 

political syndicalists, who in turn had 

united with the bourgeois Cataivunian sep- 

aratists,the bre eee or ruling party, 

the latter having am one tivir ieaders 

such men as Companys who as president of 

Catalonia was moct to le ame for tue ruth- 

less persecution of wie anarchi.s 

anarcho--syndicalists, aua the suppressiou 

of their labor unions. Azana,wi« ea 

mier during the exiling of anarchists te 

Africa and during the 

cre; Menendez, ex-—direstor 0: 

CUrLty 2n the of Azana ai tie 

one directly responsible for the order not to take 

inde- 

Let us a.alyze in 

© Ohmi ulsd st 

ts anc 

va.sas eee Massg— 

€ 
flea oy =n, ole ? 
Cebinet 

prisoners or wounded, given to Captain Rojas, who 

executed these Casas Viejas prisoners; Galarza, the 

man who under Azana organized the Assault Guard 

which did the massacring in the Casas Viejas, and 

which together with the Civil Guards, had killed over 

400 workers in the three years of the “Republic of 

workers of all classes’; and similar politicians whose 

hands are stained with blood. 
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The above was the united front that the 
enarchists refused to join.Yet,they join- 

ed the general strike, and when groups of 

armed anarchists forcibly opened their u- 

jicn halls the police of Companys was 

sent to a:rest them.This resulted in riot 

ard biocdshed,which caused Mr.Dencas,Min-— 

ister of the Interior of Catalonia, to 

speak to the'’citizens" over the radio and 

esy:"The anarchists are again at their e- 

il work. We will first defeat the fasc- 

ist government of Madrid, which will be 

to-night end tomorrow we'li settle it 

with the anarcnists, and I assure you,ci- 

tizens, that they will trouble us no long- 

er." No, the anarchists could not very 

well afford to grease the rope with which 

they were to be hanged. 

When tajJking of Asturias,The Daily Wor- 

ker only mentions communists and social- 

ists, leaving the anarchists entirely out 

of the picture.Yet, none fought so brave— 

ly, so enthusiastically, so humanely as 

the anarchists. Jose Maria Martinez, re-— 

cognized as the "leader" of the Asturian 

anarchists was killed in action in Gijon: 

And "La Libertaria"”, the young anarchist 

of Casas Viejas fame died manning a mach- 

ine gun in Oviedo. 

Harry Gannes makes it his business to 

convince the readers of The Daily Worker 

that the anarchists did not participate 
in the Asturian revolution. Yet, in the 

same article, he quotes from an appeal of 

the Spanish International Labor Defense, 
which reads:"In Spain, the socialists, conm-— 

munists, and anarchists have fought side 

by side against their class enemies" 

Harry Gannes should have deleted the 

word "anarchists" from that quotation so 

that his lies might at least have the 

virtue of consistency if nothing else. 

But, then, this united front business has 

been the sales talk of the communists for 

years, and an Appeal on the basis of "un- 

ited front" may be much more effective in 

cash results. Now that the Scottsboro 

fountain is drying up, the finance art- 

ists of the communist church are looking 

around for another source of supply so 

that there may be funds for publishing 

papers where all the Ganneses may print 

their lies and Spain. for some time to 

come,will be the most juicy bait to offer 

to such suckers as have not yet opened 

their eyes to communist practises. 

The cry of Gannes is the cry of spite 

because the anarchists are the leading 

dynamic force of the Spanish Proletariat, 
and in tk: words of Eusebio C.Carbo, Sec- 

retary of the I.W.M.A. commenting on the 

Cataionian operetta revolution "no revol- 

uvion may be made in Spain without the 

anarchists, and much less against them". 

Harry Gannes talks about such cities as 

Bacalona and Sabadei in Catalonia, being 

taken over by the workers. Let me explain 

however, inat although there might have 

been workers involved, these cities were 

simply declared a part of the Catalonian 

independent republic by their respective 

capitalist mayors, but there was nothing 

proletarian in it let alone communist... 
To give you an idea of the strength of 

the communists in Catalonia suffice it to 

say that of the one quarter of a million 

votes cast in Barcellona in the last el- 

ections, Stalin's candidate polled 1,400 
votes. Their following in the rest of 

Spain is not much better judging from the 

fact that in spite of the system of pro= 

portional re resentation they won only 

one seat in Congress in the same elec— 

tions. The socialists in spite of their 

decline won 62 seats. A ratio of 62 to 1! 
Now, when we consider that the anarchists 

in Spain are admittedly as strong as the 
socialists, the relative strength of the 

three groups will not be hard to deter— 

mine. 

The fact that,with the exception of As=- 
turias, at no place was there any social 

revolution (there were isolated uprisings 

in Valencia, Andalucia, etc.,in which the 

anarchists took a leading part)shows that 

no successful revolution is possible in 

Spain without the anarchists. The social- 

ists have been emasculaied through gener- 

ations of preaching submission and c..ass 

collaboration, and the commanists, had 

they had the desire to do something, iack- 

ei the energy, because they had exhausted 

it all in making noise. The anarchists 



are toois of nobody Russia has taught 

them a lesson. 

The sad reality is that there are over 

30,000 workers in prison, together with 
the children of those valiant rebels who 

died in the battlefield or were executed 

in jail,must be aided regardless of their 

political ideas. ---ONOFRE DALLAS. 

(Addendum) 

THE author of the above article has 

pointed out a number of the major distor- 

tions of the actuai history of the Octob- 

er revolt in Spain. However, of greater 

Significance than the mere coloring of 

the facts is the conscious and deliberate 
effort of Harry Gannes to depict "Anar- 

chism, in the person =f the Spanish Anar- 

chist lead2rs",as a counter—-revolutionary 

movement performing "a service for Span 
ish capitalism which its mercenary, crim- 

inal,Foreign Legion could never have per- 

formed alone with its most modern means 

of mass murder, "Not satisfied with his 

idyllic picture of "our Spanish Communist 

Party" leading the Octcber revolution in 

Asturias, in contrast with the treacher- 

ous role of the"Anarchist leaders ",Gan- 
nes goes out of his way to delve into the 

"Origin" and "theory" of the "petty—bour- 

geois"philosophy of anarchism. That alone 

must give the reader something to pause 

and think about. Is it possible that the 

invincible and divine.y-—-I mean dialecti- 

cally raterialistically — inspired Com- 

munist Party fears that the heroic strug- 

gles of the revolutionary workers of 

Spain might inspire the workers of the 

world with the genuinely revolutionary 

aspirations of Libertarian Communisn, 

which ar? diametrically opposed to a dic- 

tatorship of the Communist Party? Is it 

possible that the bureaucracy of the Com-+ 

munist Party is afraid of losing its fol- 

lowers if Anarchism were veally under- 

3tood, and that therefore they try to 

throw as much smoke as possible about the 

Anarchist Movement in Spain and thus pre- 
vent genuine understanding ard knowledge 

from filtering through to their follo- 

ers? We wonder. 
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Were Gannes merely guilty of an occe- 

sional distortion of fact one might ex~— 

cuse him on the ground of ignorance. But 

when we find the entire series of hist- 

Orical events "fixed up" to suit parti- 

cular pattern, then we must regard it in 

the light of the following considera- 

tions. 

1--The account was intended for consump- 

tion outside of Spain, since it could ne- 

ver receive credence where the actual 

facts are known; > 

2-The Communist Party is trying to 

build up capital for itself on the basis 

of false pretentions; 

S-The Communist Party is trying to 

built itself up by the doub.e route of 

exaggerating its own role and belittling 

and distorting the role of the most in- 

portant revolutionary movement in Spain, 

in order to defend its"hold"on the rev— 

olutionary working class movement agai- 

nst the further development on an inte- 

rnational scale of the Anarcho-Syndical- 

ist movement which is today so powerful 

in Spain, 

Of all Gannes' charges against the an- 

archist movement, there is one which ap— 

pears to be more specific than the oth- 

ers. He says that the anarchists, "not 

believing in proletariat struggles, fight 

against strikes of a political nature,es- 

pecially one leading to the armed insur- 

rection for workers power". 

What does Gannes mean by "prolevariat 

struggles"? Isn't a struggle for economic 

demands a "proletariat struggle"? Is it 

possible that over 1,000,000 workers 

could have been organized into the C.N.T. 

(Anarcho-Syndicalist trade union confed- 

eration)if the anarchists did not believe 

in "proletariat struggles"? "Facts are 

stubborn things" as your own Lenin said, 

so why try to butt your head against them 

by wish-fulfillment thinking? 

And did you dig your next fact all out 

of your own head too? "...they fight ag- 

ainst strikes of a political nature ..."l 

This is the product of a deliberate Marx- 

ist campaign to misinterpret "anarchism" 



"benefit" cf the masses. Because 

the anarchists have always avoided varli-— 

ormentery action,. the Marxists have- taken 

especial pains to "explain" to the masses 

the anarchists "ignore" the "politi- 

‘ guestion. There could be no more de- 

‘berate distortion. The very fact that 

anarchists seek a revolutionary solu-— 

exploitation and 

Por the 

.€ 

tion to the problems of 
suffering in the complete overthrow of 

the existing political system is proof 

enough that the anarchists do not ignore 

the "political" question, however much 

they may avoid parliamentarism. 

Bit even if the theoretical position,as 

above, were not sufficient to rer 
fute Gannes' statement, the whole history 

anarchist movement, all over the 

world, and particularly in Spain, shouts 

denunciation of such libellous claims 

Is Mr. Gannes' memory so Short that he. 
could not remember the nationwide 24 hour 

General Strike called by the C.N-T-. not 

for economic demands, but to protest the 

execution of two revolutionists, just ab- 

out one week before he vomited up his 

mess of lies on November 27, 1934? Did he 
forget that this strike was salled after 

the uprising had been crushed,with. thous- 

ands of militants killed and. tens of. 

thousands imprisoned, with ererything une 

der martial law, and all workers! organi- 

zations declared illegal? and did he for- 
get how the"politically" minded Socialist 

unions, the U.G:T. refused to demonstrate 
their sympathies and solidarity with the 
condemned revolutionists and at the same 

time offer one more challenge to the au- 

thority of the reactionary state?And what 
did the "political" Workers Alliance do? 

Oty sake 

Why stop at that? Mr. Gannes must sure- 

ly know, although he failed to say it in 

black and white, that it was the-.united 

front of anarchists and socialists in 

Asturias that made possible the heroic 

struggle. The C.P.is very small in Spain. 

and is divided into a number of differen 

factions, The masses Of workers are with 

the anarchists and socialists, and when 

the latter became genuinely revolutionary 

in their aspirations,the two came togeth- 

er of their own accord, the socialists 

eral 

uprising against 

heads of their leaders, end tie 

anarchists without eny conflict because 

of the local and regicnai autonomy that 

exists in the federalist structure of tbe 

anarcho-syndicalist Organization.The Gen 

eral Strike was successful in Asturias 

because both the C.N.T. end the UsG-T. 

worked together. Gijon, the most impert- 

ant herbor cf Asturias, waz captured bj 

the workers behind the banners of the FAI 

and the C.N.T. (Iberian Anarchist Federa-- 

tion and National Confederation of Lab~ 

or); Oviedo, capital’ ef Asturias, wae 

captured by a united front of anarchisis, 
socialists and communists. Was this a 
"strike of political nature", Mr. Gannes? 

over the 

And what about December,i933, when tis 

anarchists declared a Revolutionary Gen- 

Strike and initiated a nationwide 

vhe new government of 

the Catholic reaction that had just won 
the election? The anarchists went to the 
street" because they took at itS face 
value the election campaign pledges of 
both "politically minded" socialists and 

communists that if the Catholics won the 

election, they would "come out on the 
street" and settle the issue of “power 

there. And what did the communists answer 

when the anarchists callec upon them to 
join the Revolutionary General Strike cf 

a "political nature"? ~-Hcold your breeih 

if you don't know the answer.—-The polit~ 
ically conscious C.P. answered, "We wili 

join you in a General Strike for economic 

demands"! ! 

At atime when the anarchists were 
striking at the very roots cof class dom- 

ination -nd bending all efforis té over: 

throw an openly reactionary government 

before it had a chance to consolidate iis 
position the C.P. was wiiling --nay, more 

than willing--actually eager to fight 1 

for--econemic demands! There are ifinume 
able other instances of "Strikes of a 

litical nature" conducted) by tke an 
chists in Spain, some of the outstand. 

ones including the General Strike in Se 
ille in 1932, which stopped General Sa 

jurjo's counter-revolutionary atter 
that had become so formidable up to t 

advent of the General Sirike of the ¢ 



at politicai" Socialist mayors and of- 

ic’ sis were flesing free their offices 

by the hundred and even the Madrid gov— 

Srnnele. WAS preparing te take flight. And 

tien there was the class c struggle of 

Barcescona. in 1909 against the spanish 

Norroszcan War. 

-€ 
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no let that stupid 

rase that anarchists avoid "strikes of 

political nature, especially one lead-— 

ing to the armed insurrection for workers 

power" 

1s hear no wore 

The second half of the quotation is an 

excellent example of the Delicious Vague- 
ness which ali Good Bureaucrats must de- 

velop toa high art. "Workers' power"-— 

what a delightfully generalized phrase!If 

by "workers' power" Gannes is merely de- 

pict.ng a new social order in which the 

producers control the social economy thru 

their own institutions, then,perhaps, the 

anarchists might be able to arrive at 

some agreement with him. But since the 

Russian Revolution, everyone understands 

quite clearly what a communist means by 

"workers! power" There is a fundamental 

difference detween the "dictatorship of 

the proletariat" as a monopoly of the 

Communist Party and a n23w social order in 

which the producers have contrel of the 

communist economy. It is not surpris- 

ing, therefore, to learn that anarchists 

are not particularly anxious to fight for 

the dictatorship of the proletariat,since 

they remember only too clearly how the 

anarchists were treated in Russia. 

But the deduction that,that the anarch— 

ists do not fight for a new social order 

in which the exploitation of man by man 

will no longer exist, and in which the 

highly centralized state, with its monst-— 

rous bureaucracy, will no longer make of 

man a machanical puppet, can be only the 

despicable product of a perverted commun-— 

ist logic, which makes the collossal ass- 

umption that the progress of the world is 

leasured by the progress of the Communist 

‘arty 

There is another curious fact to be 

oted in Gannes'’ treatment of the anarch-— 
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ist movement of Spain.In making his crit-— 

icism of the anarchist movement, he takes 

a very generous attitude. Although there 

are Over 1,000,000 workers in the anarcho 

Syndicalist movement,he whitewashes them 

of ail responsibilities for their grave 

treacheries in the last uprising.They are 

not to blame; their intentions were good; 

their motives Sincere. Who then was to 

blame for their aid to the Fascists and 

to the Foreign Leigion? Who,but the Anar- 

ciist " eaders"?! The treachery and betr— 

ayal of the anarchist "leaders" is the 

constant theme that runs through his. en- 

tire analysis. Ignoring the factual side 

of the accusation,which has been discuss— 

ed above,let us consider a different side 

of the matter. - 

The very term anarchist "leader" isa 

contradiction which all anarchists recog— 

nize immediately, Of all the social move— 

ments on the current scene, the anarchist 

movement is the only one that completely 

discards the concept of "leader", that is 

the deification Of an individual. When 

such a label is applied to the anarchists 

we can only smile at their ignorance. We 

must note that when discussing other mov— 

ements, the critic, and particularly the 

communist critic, who loves to mix a lit- 

tle character slander with his criticisn, 

always mentions his opponents, the lead- 

ers of the opposing movements, by name, 

not once but many times, Yet the most 

striking thing about Gannes' charges aga— 

inst the "Anarchist leaders" in Spain is 

that he never mentions a single one of 

these treacherous "leaders" by name! He 

can't name any "Anarchist leaders" be~ 

cause there are no anarchist "leaders" 

There may be great theoreticians, great 

writers and jcurnalists, couragous milit— 

ants, great speakers, but none of them 

functions as a "leader". The anarchist 

movement has developed democratic forms 

of organization to the highest degree 

possible under the present adverse condi- 

tions. Policies and programs are formul- 

ated by the membership in their local un- 

ions, and are built up from the local un- 
ions through the local federations, reg-— 

ional confederations, and finally the 

national confederation. 
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An excellent instance of this was. the 

united front of anarchists and Socialists 

in Asturias. The National Committee had 

issued an advisory proclamation against 

such a united front on the basis of the 

attitude of the socialist politciians in 

the rest of Spain in allying themselves 

with all the former liberal politicians 

and the Catalonian Nationalist movement. 

But theAsturian workers judged the situa- 

tion in Asturias 10 be dfffzrent.They be- 

lieved that the Socialist workers of As- 

turias were genuinly revolutionary; so 

they called a regional convention to dis- 
cuss the question. The result was that a 

large number of unions voted to join the 

united front immediatly. Another large 

number decided in favor of a united front 

in action, while a very small minority 

voted against any united front. There 

were no splits, of the Asturias Confeder- 

ation from the National Confederation, or 

of the different sections of the Asturtas 

Confederation from each other. There were 

no splits because there was no "line" 

handed down by an individual or committee 

that presumes to be all-knowing and whose 

authority must never be challenged. 

And just as the Asturias Confederation 

acted on its own iniative,so did the oth- 

er regional confederations act to meet 
their local situation, the National Con— 

federation serving only to coordinate the 

experiences of all and welda_ general 
policy to meet the national situation. 

A.Bluestein 

Parse st At caked 
FIVE years of economic depres:ion have 

produced a profound change in the attit- 

ude of large sections of our population 

toward the economic and political struct-- 

ure of American society. Millions of peo- 

ple are now more or less permeated with 

the feeling that the old "laissez—“aire" 

system will never solve the preblems of 

unemployment and poverty. They are dimly 

conscious of the fact that some fundamen- 

tal change must take place 

As an offsetting tendency to these deep 

popular stirrings we can observe the 

Signs of an inevitable fascist counter 

current. And contributing indirectly tow- 

ard this tendency is the attempt of cert- 

ain liberals to colveri our present econ- 

omic society into that of State Capitali~ 

ism while leaving political democracy in- 

tact.They do not realize that giving the 

state more and more power over the econo- 

miclife of the people prepares the ground 

for Fascism. They wish ‘co save political 

democracy but have ac effective way of 

doing it,since they de not realize that a 

concentration of eccnemic power in ths 

Hanas of the static could be impossible 

without a like conceniraticn of political 
power what s:feguardcs can they propose to 

prevent the state rrih cverstepping the 

bounds of economic dictatorship? How oan 

they prevent the infiltration of dicta- 

torship into every phase of life. 

Becauso of a shrinkage in the foreign 
market, American capitalism tends to be~ 

come more nationalistic. It is compelled 

to derive its nourishment by a more in- 

tensive exploitation of the workers at 

home. In its quest for the ever shrinking 

foreign market it is preparing to wrest 

it from other powers who are in a Simil- 

ar poSition. This leads to war. These two 

tendencies, a growing nationalism, and a 
belligerent imperialism are outstanding 

characteristics of fascism. 
+ 

The declining standard of living, the 

increasing discontent of the workers 4& 

shown by the wave of strikes,and the fear 

of still more serious outbreaks. increase 

and solidify the reaction. The repressivé 

organs of lhe state tend to increase.Dem- 

ocratic rights are curtailed,and the rac- 

icai movement becomes subject to more in- 

tensive persecution. 

A iarge and discontented middle clas¢ 

which is rapidly being shaken from it— 

econemic fourdatiens by finance capite 

end by big industry may look to fascis 
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dizi laws, the Everett Massacre, the Cen- 

tralia case, the Mooney-Billings frame- 

up, the recent San Francisco murders,etc. 

The notorious anti-rvd raids under Pal- 

mer and Mitchell, the mass deportation of 

workers (which is still going on) the 

Sacco-Vanzetti murders, all go to show 

to what lengths a hysterical and bliood-— 

thirsty bourgeoisie will go There is 

pleniy of hatred for foreigners, Jews, Ca-— 

tholics, negroes and radicals among the 

Jingoes and Babbitts.The innumerable fas- 
cist organizations springing up through- 

out the land find ready recruits among 

these elements 
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ual growth of a more subtle type of Fas-— 

that is, an extremely nationakistic 

tate capitalism without most of the sup- 

erficial aspests of German or Italian 

fascism For, the democrati®% illusions of 

the American people,which are much stron- 

ae vhan the degree of democracy existing 

ould warrant,make it easier for ‘the dom- 

haut group of capitalists to utilize the 

present political structure for institut- 
ing step by step their "corporate state" 

to pass law after law which, directly or 

indirectly, will deprive labor of whatev— 

er rights it now posesses' in order to be 

able to lower wages, which will give 

even greater monopolistic powers to small 

groups of capitalists: f note the effects 

of the N.R.A.) and finally ‘to the re- 

actionary point of setf-sufficiency 

cisr i 

eta 

Fascism threatens when the ruling class 
can no longer exist side by side with a 

revolutionary mass ‘movement. *It then de- 

comes necessary for the* teaction to put 

an end to political democracy and destroy 

the labor movement ‘The capitaltist class 

can then function only as a dictatorship 
by incorporating itself with the state 

When the contradictions of capitalism 

have reached the breaking point, when it 

can no longer make any concessions to the 

starving and rebellious masse#,a decisive 
battle between the revolutYronists and the 

reactionaries becomes irfevitable.Thé con- 
flict can end in only one way--either 
fascism or the social revolntion. 

fmerican capitalism has not yet reached 

this point It is wealthy and can still 

rake concessions-—-but it cannot continue 

to do se indefinitely.It cannot lower the 

standard of living without generating a 

revolutionary movement, without protests 

aur UpFisilgs Toledc, Minneapolis, San 

Francisco aid the Gulf have shown that 

the American worker wiil fight.The fight- 
ing tradit‘.ns of the ‘Americdn Labor 

moyemeiit wiil bce revived. A*series of 

ess wovereuts will be the answer to tHe 

asfcults upen the standard of living .Ali 

4:2 pent up bitterness and discohteht cf 

8 wili ex lode. 

To :astien tle growth of effective masse 
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movemeuts, to vrystallize and strengthen 

tnem for the social revolution is the 

great task of the revolutionary vanguard. 

Unfortunately there is no revolutionary 

movement of any importance in this coun— 

try.The socialists are classcollaborators 

anc their parliamentary twaddle,their dis 

gusting epportunis was responsible to a 

large degree for fascism in Germany. The 

Communists do not beleive in nor do they 

practice workers' democracy. Their auto- 

cratic methods, their policy of Rule or 

Ruin has brought great harm to the labor 

movement beth here aud abroad. They aim 

LG Subjugate the labor movement to a par- 

ty bea.rccracy. They ‘lead the workers to 

think oniy in terms of Dictatorship, the- 

reby vrejudicing ther against democracy. 

Tie revolutionary movenent in America 

vasyeé. te be buiit.The mind of the Ameri- 

Cin worker must be condition d against 

ay aid all dictatorsiiips. The dewocratic 

iredicious of the American peopie must be 

used to sho® that only a workers'demccra-— 

cy can prevekt Fascis~,that only the de m- 

ocratic economic organizations of the wor 

kers,such as revolutionary industrial un— 

ions,can combatFascism.The experiences of 

the proJetariat in Italy, in Germany anc 

in Spain must be related to them to show 

the value of direct action and the futil- 
ity of parliamentary tactics and politi- 

cal parties as a means of fighting a- 

gainst Fascism. 

A united front of all whose who believe 

in workers' democracy as Opposed to autho 

ritarian socialism and to the domination 

of the labor movement by a political par- 

ty must be formed. A realistic approach 

to the practical problems of organization 
must be worked out and a revolutionary 

program with direct action tactics and 

consistent with workers! democracy and 

the ultimate aim of socialization of ind- 

ustry and the abolition of the political 

State must be developed. And, armed with 

such a program,we can indeed prepare our— 

selves for the fight against Fascism. 

SAM WEINER 

Far les 4 nskrance 
Tue followilg letter, which we are re— 

printing i: part, was recently received 

by one of our comrades. The name of the 

corresponent is being withheld for obvi- 

ous reasons.The letter speaks for itself. 

Nice, De-. 10th, 1934. 

Dear M--, 

I am enclosing a news item received 

from Paris re our persecuted Russian com- 
rades. 

Such things in former days u:ed to ar-— 

Ouse the indignation of the world.But now 

they have become a daily thing, actually 

the governmental routine, and not only in 

ome particular country but practicailv 

alt over Muropw.. There is) HOEGotet, wis 

3 HAVA pte ay, Nor j 

taly aud Gernany.Fearful thiugs 

roing on in @il the Balika 

as in Aurqria, Hungary,¢ic vAud wha. th 

rotten little new metionalietio &taise 9 

Jueotiavia in now doiug.you certaiuly Ira 

ECV 

ow from the press. France also is on the 
sure road to Fascism,slowly but quite un- 
mistakedly .The expulsion of "foreigners" 

haz become a daily thing,and among tiem 

are many politicals (Italians,Russians. 
Macedonians, etc.) Most of them cannot 

leave the cou:..try nor enter another. The 
result is,they are found again in France 

within a few days of expulsion. Therefore 

our wise Solons have now passed u new law 

~- from 1 to 5 years in prison for every 

man who is ordered to leave the country 

and does not do so. It is actuaily a phy— 
sical imossibility these days -- lack oF 

money and lack of passport and visa Tili 

now such "crime" was punished here in 

France with the usual ONE MONTH in pris-- 

on, and the maximum was 6 month Now th 

“GOG judges give them the limit FIVE 

years! After the expiration sor ime przs< 

term tley are ic be expelled again! ‘Pr: 

pies of the more iiberal papers tia 

these expeliec men are COMPELLED to re™ 

@ain in Frauce because it iS impossipt: 

lor {hem (co gO anywhere 2s NOT sonmsiderre 



by the courts. The law :s ‘aw, and that's 

ail. 

I have no time to write you more,but it 

is enough to say that conditions ere and 

throughout. Europe are getting simply 

worse, both politically and economically, 

than they have been before the great 

French Revolution when the peasantry were 

tramping up and down the country hungry 

and starving. The symbol of that Fratern- 

ity, Liberty and Humanity proclaimed by 

the Revolution is now left only on the 

prison doors. You know of course that on 

every prison those words are engraved in 

stone, and so they remain as dead as that 

StOne  - .S 

This is just a greeting, in haste. 

Fraternally, 
Y fade 

FINANCIAL REPORT -—- February 16, 1935 

INCOME: 

Subscriptions $48.75 

Collected at Vanguard party 13.45 

Collected at Spanish affair 12.50 

Donation 5S 

Bundle orders 1.00 

Donation from sympathizer 25.00 

TOTAL $102.25 

=XPENDITURES : 

Machine $102.00 

Type lef geeks} 

Typessiters and drums PRES Mf 

Roileis recored 5.10 

Cleaning materials KS) 

Ink .60 

Paper 2.95 

Stationary 2.20 

TOTAL $154.52 

RECAPITULATION: 

Total expenditures $154.52 

Total income 202 20 

DEFICIT $ 52.27 

B. SHURMAN, Financial Secretary 
HHH HHHRHHHRHHHKRHHHH RK SKANK KKKHHHRHEEKS 

"Vanguard Youth",a junior branch of the 

Vanguard Group, ha- lectures and discuss-— 

ions every Sundey,2 PM,S-i-S Ave. ,N.Y.City 

Book Review 
"Fontamara"” by Ignazio Silone 

Published by Harrison, Smith, 1934. 

This n ve. derives its title from a 

puny village in Southern Itaiy. Indeed 
Fontamara is not to be distinguished fro 

a thousand other small piaces in the same 

Tegion except that its poverty may be 

more acute. 

But Ignazio SiloOne, exile and revolu-~ 

tionary did not attempt to write a mere <y 
depressing novel.Unlike our cwn mid-wesi- 

ern realists, he was not cortent to write 

a chronicle which relates all that is 

flat, stale and wearisome. What engrossed 

him in Fontamara was that Some years ago 

it witnessed an uprising against the fas - 

cist government of Rome. The substance o f 

the book is the transformation of the ap- 

athy of the villagers into militantcy, 

their growing sense of cleavage that ex-- 

ists between the purposes of the govern—- 

ment and themselves, and their conviction 

that they must rely upon their own endea- 

vors and unite with each other to achieve 

aims which transcend thcse of any indi- 

vidual. 

The author is an intelligent man whose 

powers of obServation are too discerning 

to permit him to idealize the peasants, 

With sardonic humor he has delineated 

their foibles and weaknesses.With pungent 

wit he has described their helplessness 

before the complex urban Civilization 

which has upset their ancisnt social pat— 

terns. At the same time. however, he has 

realized that peasants can be remade as 

human beings by adopting a revolutionary 

purpose which is larger than any individ— 

ual. In this way they attain tragic dig- 

nity. And so the novel which began as 

humor ends in the spirit of authentic 
tragedy. 

Silone has written a memorable, exciting 

book. There is 

austere styie, but there exudes from its 

pages a hatred of fascism and those sin-- 

ister forces within it that wre grindiz:g 

dewn the inhabitantsof Fontamar* which is 

but a mirror of the terrer and misery in 

no formal eloquence in its 



all of Italy's villages. They are too un- 

lettered to comprehend the processes by 

which they are being crushed.They always 
knew that fine gentlemen were Cunning 

rogues, but have always gone to them when 

they required a favor.Now they saw clear- 

ly that all the fine gentlemen were their 

enemies. They had to array themselves a— 

gainst their common enemy. With the aid 

of some radicals they began to discuss 

the publication of a paper. As the first 

issue is being distributed troops invade 

the village,and the militant spirits flee 

or are killed. 

The characterizations in this book are 
net very arresting, but Berardo Viola is 

well done. He illustrates best the 

whole course of the bock. A landless far- 

mer,he is a rebel against authority. But 

like many another man he becomes absorbed 

in his petty personal affairs when ne de-— 

cides to marry.He abandons his fellow vi- 

llagers and goes to Rome to make money.He 

is victimized there and denied work, and 

then encounters a radical who is engaged 

in underground activity. 

He is thrown into jail, and refuses to 

betray his comrade.He says to his friend, 

"If I turn traitor the damnation of Font-— 

amera is’ ‘eternally 12h Loturnycrator, 

hundreds of years will pass before such 

an occasion presents itself again. And 
if Isdies, TishallGobe thestrrst-etanner 

to die not for himself but for the oth- 

ers; for the rest of the farmers;to unite 

the rest of the farmers " 

it Esivcthe 

such changes can 

dinary people that 

recognition by Silone that 

take place in quite or- 

constitutes the pecu- 

liar strength of this book. It is the 

truth of. this’ facumekates 7 a profoaua 

portent and one that must cause fas-— 

cists to quake in their more rational 

moments. MN. . ALEXANDERS 

JOIN US IN THE CELEBRATION OF THE REAP- 

PEARANCE OF "VANGUARD" SAT. EVE. MAR.2nd 

at Free Workeis Center, 219 — 2nd Ave.NYC 

Danse to Hot Jazz Band! 

Hear a Fine Concert! 

Enjoy Exotic Refreshments! Adm. 25¢ 

J UPS Tor Pea Brie lin on heen 

"THE REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENT IN SPAIN" 

By M. Dasher 

A brief but comprehensive outline of the 

history of the revolutionary movement in 

Spain from its beginnings to the revolt 

of October, 1934. 24 pps. 10¢. 

"BOLSHEVISM;: PROMISES AND REALITY" 

By G. Maximoy 

This pamphlet presents startling documen— 

tary evidence of the contradictions be- 

tween the promises and theories of the 

Bolsheviks on one hand and their acttal 

policies and deeds,on the other.24pps,i0¢ 

"THE REVOLUTION" 
By Gustav Landauer 

A Yiddish translation of a book that 

should be better known than it is. The 

author was one of the leading figures in 

the Bavarian Revolution. $1.00 
HHH HHK HH HHH KKHH HHH H HHH HHH KH HHH KEHKKHKERHERKRKKEE 

Dols Beko TwAsR sig AcN Co LisA ion Sete 

On sale at VANGUARD,P.0.Box 92,Sta.D,NYC. 

The State,Its Historic Role by Kropotxin 

Revolutionary Government by Kropotkin 

The Wage System by Kropotkin 

Anarchism In Socialistic Evolution by P.K 

Law And Authority by Kropotki 

An Appeal to the Young by Kropotkin 

Anarchy : by Enrico Malatesta 

Evolution and Revolution by Elisee Reclus 

Anarchism and American Traditions--Cley -e 
Principles and Tactics of the I.W.M.A. 
KKEKEKREK KEKE KRKKEKEREKEKEKKKEEK KEKE KKKEKRKH HEH KEKE 

VANGUARD can procure for you any 

book at publisher's prices. 
KKK HHH HK HHH HEH HK HHH HHH HK KKK KKH KKH HH EHH KE 

The Vanguard Grour has one of the re 

libertarian libraries in the country. 01. 

collection,however,is not nearly as large 

as it might be.We are, tir>refore appealing 

to our readers to donate or lend us an; 

books or pamphlets on enarchism they ca’ 

spare from their own collections. 

curren. 


