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Akron Rubber Workers 

join steel pickers

AKRON, O. T housands of 
A kron R ubber W o rk ers  dodged 
a round  police b a rrica d es on m ain 
roads lead ing  in to  Y oungstow n 
la s t n ig h t to jo in  S.W.O.C. picket 
lines ab o u t th e  p la n ts  o f the R e ­
public S teel Co.

T his m u ste rin g  of the  figh ting  
s tre n g th  of the  ru b b er w o rk e rs’ 
in te rn a tio n a l w as the  answ er m a ­
de here to  the  th re a t  of Republic 
o fficials th a t  s tru c k  p lan ts  in 
Y oungstow n would be opened a t  
7 o’clock th is  m orning.

A fter a  m id n ig h t m obilization 
o f A kron CIO su p p o rte rs  a t  local 
union balls, an autom obile c a ra ­
van of 4.000 rubber w o rk e rs  sw ept 
over th e  m ain  roads from  Akron 
to  Y oungstow n

The m ain  colum n w as preceded 
by m otorcycle scou ts w ho rep o r­
ted  police b a rrica d es  an d  guided

the ru b b er w o rkers over u n g u a r ­
ded back roads to  th e ir  objectives 
in the  Y oungstow n s tr ik e  areas .

A few  hundred  of th e  robber 
w o rk e rs  w ere tu rn ed  back by  p o ­
lice a t  h as tily  erected , b a rr ie rs  
outside Youngstow .n F o rty  w ere 
a rre s te d  and jailed  on ch arg es 
ran g in g  from  c a rry in g  “concealed 
w eapons” to  suspicion.

By 4 :30  a. m. the  ru b b er w o rk ­
e rs  had  m assed  by the  thousands 
w ith  s tr ik in g  steel w o rk ers  befo­
re th e  g a te s  of the  R epublic 
p lan ts  w here Tom G ird ler’s “B ack  
to  W o rk ” m arch had been sche ­
duled.

3.(MM) te x tile  w ork ers out.

C LEV ELA N D . Ohio. — N early  
3.000 w o rk e rs  of the  Cleveland 
W orsted  M ills of th is  city , and 
R ayenne, Ohio, cam e ou t on s tr ik e  
a f te r  a t te m p ts  by the T extile 
W o rk ers’ O rganizing  C om m ittee 
to  reach  an  ag reem en t w ith  firm  
failed.

Connecticuc Unions 
Speed Political Action

C. I. O. and A . F . o f  L. Locals, 
F a rm  and  C hurch G roups N am e  

S ta te  C o m m ittee  for Labor’s N on- 

P a rtisa n  L ea g u e  a t  N ew  H aven .

N E W  H A V EN , Conn.—-Repre­

se n ta tiv es of C. I. O. and  A. F . of 

L. unions to d a y  jo ined to g e th er 

fo r  independent po litical ac tion  

w ith  th e  fo rm a tio n  of a  s ta te  

b ranch  of L a b o r 's  N on-P artisan  

L eague in  C onnecticut. R epresen ­

ta tiv es  of n e a r ly  every  union in 

the  s ta te  w ere  p resen t.

B esides ad o p tin g  num erous re ­

solutions, th e  conference accepted 

in p rincip le a  co nstitu tion  fo r the  

s ta te  organ ization , elected a  s ta te  

com m ittee, and  la id  p lans fo r fu ­

tu re  w ork.

Cio c a lls  L abor “H o lid ay” a t  E a s t  

St. L ouis.

E A ST  ST. LO U IS. 111.—The CIO 

called a  “lab o r ho liday” invo ving 

the 3.000 em ployees of the  S w ift 

end A rm our pack in g  p lan ts  here 

yesterday .

The move w as a  s te p  tow ards 

o rgan izing  the pack in g  industry .

The American Font
T h is  is  ta k en  fro m  a  le t te r  re­

ce iv ed  by  a  com rade in  Sp ain  from  
N e w  York.

“ T hings are  hap p en in g  fa s t  

here. T h e  C. I. O. w hich  w a s  a  

s tr o n g  breeze w hen  you  le f t  has  

becom e a  veritab le  cyclon e. I t  has  

rea lly  engage-1 th e m a sse s . E ven  

th e  m o st ba*. ..w ard w ork ers lie  

a w a k e  n ig h ts  p ra y in g  th a t  th e  

C. I. O. w ill com e to th e ir  sh op s  

n ex t. F or  in sta n ce  th e  Irishm an  

d o w n  s ta irs  told  m e th is  m orn in g  

he w a s  itch in g  for  th e  C. I. O. to  

com e and organ ize th e bu ild in g  
am p ly  ees .”

“R ea lly  if  you  read ev ery th in g  

in  th e  W orker fro m  d a y  to  d ay  

you  g e t  so rt o f d izzy . W e are  

m arch in g  forw ard a t  a  trem endou s  

pace. .. A m erica  i s  g o in g  to  h ave  

a  P eo p le ’s  F ron t. A m erica  i s  going  

to  h a v e  a  large  trad e  U nion  m o­
v em en t and  in  th is  m o v em en t w e  

a re  g o in g  to  be d ecisive...

M otor products Closed by  s it-d ow n

DETRO IT, M ich.—The M otor 
P ro d u c ts  Corp. p lan t, a  subsid ia ry  
of the  B riggs M anu fac tu rin g  Co., 
w as closed by a  sit-dow n y e s te r ­
day  w hen th e  com pany locked o u t 
1i d rivers . M ore th a n  3.500 

w o rkers are  affected.

TO  THE BOYS O F THE LINCO LN, 

W A S H IN G T O N , THE M ACKENZIE- 

PAPINEAU BATTALIONS
J u ly  5, 1937  

and  —  i f  i t  h a s  com e u p  —

D ear com rades,

I w a s a ll s e t  to  com e and see  you , b u t I fin d  you  are, d o in g  

th in g s  m uch m ore im p ortan t th an  see in g  m e... So I ’m  g o in g  to  tra il  
a lon g  w ith  th e  Y oung S o c ia lis t-C o m m u n ist Y outh  d e leg a tio n s, th e  

W riters C on gress, and oth er  dull —  and n ot so  dull —  n on -com b atan ts. 
M aybe la ter , w h en  you  fo lk s  h a v e  w r itte n  a  .litt le  m ore h isto ry , I  shall 
com e back to  w r ite  it  dow n, b u t by  th a t  tim e  you w ill be ch a s in g  

F ranco so fa s t  over th e  borders o f P o r tu g a l and Into th e  A tla n tic  th a t  

you  w ill be e v en  harder to reach th an now .

I have  b een  im p ressed  in co m in g  b a ck  a fte r  s ix  m o n th s ab sen ce, 
w ith  th e p ro g ress  th a t  Spain  has m ade... B o th  in a  m ilita r y  sen se  and  

even  econ om ica lly ... A bum per h arvest, h arvested  in p a r t w ith  th e  aid  

of “ Red Sundaysl>; fac to r ie s  now  rea lly  producing m u n ition s; ed u ca ­
tion fo rg in g  ahead ...

Spain h a s  a  good chance o f com in g  o u t o f th is  w ar , n o t o n ly  v ic ­
toriou s —  o f th a t th ere  is no doubt —  b u t a lso  a s a  new , m od ern  m i­
litary  p ow er in E urope, a pow er th a t w ill be p a ssio n a te ly  a n ti-fa sc ist ...  

I t is  s tra n g e  th a t  E ngland  and  F ran ce don’t  s ee  th is, and g e t  h er  for  

a lly  w h ile  th e  g e tt in g  is good... .All revo lu tion ary  w ars, a ll w a rs  for  

independence, tend  to leave a fte r  th em  a  stro n g  nation... T h u s a fter  

th e A m erican  W ar for independence. T he French  R evolution , th e  R u s­
sian  R evolu tion ... T h u s w ill it be w ith  Sp ain . .And I d on t’t  need  te ll 
you h oys how  im p o rta n t it w ill be for a ll th e  a n t i-fa sc is t  fo rces  o f  th e  

w orld to  h ave  b u ilt up such an  a lly ...

Spain is  r ea lly  th e  f ir s t  action  —  or rath er  th e  second  action  —  of 

th a t fam ou s “ fin a l co n flic t” o f w hich  w e  a ll sin g ... Good luck  to  you  

in your sh are  o f  it... I do not need to w ish  y o u  good courage, fo r  you  

all have th at... I w ish  you coo ln ess, good  ju d gm en t, c lea r  d ec ision  in 

th e m idst o f w h a t see m s  chaos, and  qu ick , e f fe c t iv e  a c tio n  to  fo llow  

decision ... F or  th ese  —  w ith  th e cou rage  and con sciou s d isc ip lin e  you  

have  a lread y  —  w ill bring you  th rou gh  to  a  m axim um  su ccess  w ith  

m in im um  losses.
W e are a ll very  proud of you  and a re  g o in g  to  be prouder.

ANNA LO U ISE STRONG TO  THE LINCOLN BATTALION: 

DEAR FELLOW-WORKERS:

I wanted very much to visit the Lincoln Battalion, 
but as you yourselves know, it was impossible. In the 
absence of a personal visit, however 1 want to send you 
a message.

To-day is a very apt time to send greetings to Ame­
ricans fighting for the Independence of Spanish wor­
kers from international fascism. Our own Revolution 
1 50 years ago was not dissimilar.

I am going home from my brief but fruitful trip to 
Spain determined to rally the whole American trade 
union movement behind the struggle in Spain.

The cause of the Spanish workers is the cause of 
democracy, and as much our concern as Spain's. You 
here have realized this. My duty is to see that the mil­
lions of other workers in America also realize it.

My thought are with you, and my warmest frater­
nal greetings to the Battalion.

FR A N C IS GORMAN

P residen t U nited Textile W orkers of A m erica.
M em ber N orth  A m e ric a n  C om m ittee  to  add 

S p an ish  D em ocracy.

DIANA (U . G. T.) Larra, 6. Tal. 41105.—Madrid.
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T O WA R D S  ONE WORKERS PARTY
This week Comrade Thorez, lea­

der of the French Communist 
Party addressed another appeal to 
the Second International for con­
crete decisions in the question of 
aid to the Spanish people. With 
considerable melancholy we have 
to admit that this is proof that 
the Socialist parties of Europe 
have not all yet realised that the 
historic moment for internatio­
nal solidarity has arrived, and 
with someting of shame one must 
record that the objection within 
the Second International to work­
ing with the Comintern has come 
chielly from the British Labour 
Party, which too evidently ap­
pears to be keeping step with 
Mr. Eden.

Within Spain, working class uni­
ty has made one mur- step for­
ward this week with the present­
ing to the Executive Committee 
m the Spanish Workers’ Socialist 
Party of the Communist Party's 
official proposal for the fusion of 
the two parties.

A < ON( KETE PROGRAMME IS 
OUTLINED

In the preambule the Commun­
ist Party says that the joining of 
the two parties and the creation 
of one workers’ party is absolu­
tely essential to the winning of 
the war and the revolution, and 
to the safegaurding of the Po­
pular Front, as also of the direc­
tion of the national economy. 
“Without this unification it is dif­
ficult to conceive the economic 
and social organisation of the New 
Spain.”

This fusion should not be dif­
ficult, says Jos6 Diaz, because 
“there are no divergences of prin­
ciple between the Parties. Both 
are inspired by the Marxist-Leni- 
nist ideology, whose best expon­
ent and upholder today is Com­
rade Stalin; both regard as their 
historic mission the destruction of 
capitalist exploitation, of all ex­
ploitation and oppression of man 
by man, or of one nation by ano­
ther; and the building of the So­
cialist (Communist) society with­
out classes”.

The first point of the program­
me deals with the army stren­
gthening OF THE FIGHTING 
POWER OF THE POPULAR RE­

GULAR ARMY OF THE REPU­
BLIC.

This paragraph demands “the 
suppression of the Militia or of 
autonomous sectors of the front: 
better application of the decree 
on obligatory service: steady in-

Comrades; it is not the most 

fitting that one man alone should 
write what he feels about the loss 
of our comrade. I have telegraphed 
to London for a biography of 

Comrade Brown, but so far it has 
not arrived. When it does it will 

be published in full.

George and I slept in the same 
room while he was stationed here 
in Madrid. I had never met him 
before, but we soon became good 

friends; those who have worked 
with him will know why. We used 

often to talk of political work. 
He always spoke humorously of 
his own work, but listening to his 
shrewd accounts and analyses, and 
feeling his sincerity and steady 
conviction, one could understand 
his great worth to the workers’ 
movement.

There was an affectionate 
warmth in Comrade George 

Brown, combined with a  hard and 
clear understanding that made 
him a  splendid companion in 
work. Dry and mechanical forma­

lity had no place in our comrade, 
everything was living material, to 

lie handled with sympathy and 
care. 1 never saw him treat a 
single problem as a  mere m atter 

of routine.

He was always anxious to return. 

I remember how Harry Pollitt, 

to the comrades of the Battalion. 

George and 1 rode down past the

crease of the number of well- 
trained, well-armed and well-dis­
ciplined reserves: energetic and 
methodical purge to cleanse the 
military apparatus of traitors, sa­
boteurs and incapables; a fearless 
policy of promoting to high com-

North station in Madrid through 

the ruined outskirts of the city, 
That afternoon he told me again 
that he wanted to be back with 
you comrades. A day latei he 
came excitedly to me, obviously 
very happy, and said he was in­
deed returning to you. We talked 
a  long time on the stairs of this 

building, over an hour; he had a 

humorous remark about that also. 

The next day I was sent to Va­
lencia. When 1 returned I heard 
of his death. Well, comrades, you 
knew him better than we did, but 

it was a very sad day for us.

The battle for liberty cannot 
b© fought without losses. His was 
a  very great loss. Comrade Lenin 

once said that for every Com­
munist who falls a hundred will 
take his place. There will be, there 
must be someone who will later 
replace our comrade, because His­
tory has signalled us out for Vic­

tory. Nevertheless we mourn him 
as a grand fighter and as a  man. 

Whoever follows him will 'have a 
fine example.

1 said that it seemed wrong to 
me that I should write about Com­
rade Brown, because he was the 

Battalion’s comrade. But I knew 

him, I knew his great worth and 

his fine manliness and that is why 

I have written.

RALPH BATES

mand of the leaders who have 
sprung from the people and have 
received their training in the fire 
of battle; supreme unified com­
mand... and practical and moral 
help to raise the prestige of the 
war commissars in their extreme­
ly responsible work”.

On the question of war indus­
try  the programme says “it is 
necessary to ask the government 
to proceed immediately with the 
nationalisation and militarisation 
of all existing war industries as 
well as the creation of new ones, 
handing over of all arms in the 
reaguard, and a mass drive 
among the working class to in­
crease the level of production. 
New roads are called for, as also 
the development of transport re- 
cources.

COORDINATION OF ECONOMY 

AND IMPROVEMENT OF 
WORKING CONDITIONS

Here a centralisation of all 
planning is demanded, together 
with the municipalisation of pu­
blic and urban services. Trade 
Unions and Workers cooperati­
ves are to be represented on the 
N a t i o n a l  Board of Economy 
Though the workers well under­
stand that during war time it  is 
difficult to carry out thorough 
going reforms yet these are ne­
cessary; the conditions of the 
workers must be rapidy improved.

An intensification of agricultu­
ral production must be worked 
for also. The soil must be gua­
ranteed to those who work it, the 
peasant must be free to collecti­
vise or not as he desires, financial, 
technical and commercial help 
must be given to the peasants, 
whether working individually or 
in freely formed collectives.

Other sections of this extremely 
interesting document deal with 
the right of certain areas of 
Spain to a  great degree of inde- 
p^ndance. This, of course, refers 
to Catalonia, Biscaya and Gali­
cia. Only on the basis of indepen­
dence and mutual trust can a 
really united Spain come into 
existence. In another paragraph 
the Communist Party proposes 
that the policy of maintaining 
good relations with the loyal sec­
tions of the middle class shall be 
continued.

COMRADE GEORGE BROWN
To the comrades of the English Battalion

All this is presented to the So­
cialist party not as a  cut and dried 
plan, but as material for discus­
sion which conforms to the ge­
neral line of the Party.

PRINCIPLES OF ORGANISA­
TION

That the campaign for unity 
has gone for beyond the propa­
ganda stage can be seen from 
this, that the proposals include a 
section dealing with the organi­
sation of the future party. This 
is part of what is suggested, “de­
mocratic centralism and severe, 
voluntarily imposed discipline, 
right of criticism and discussion 
and duty of selfcriticism but, 
when a decision is taken on a 
question... the decision must be 
obligatory for everyone."

THE OPINION OF SOCIALISTS 

AND U. G. T. MEMBERS

The issue of Saturday of the 
U. G. T. organ “Claridad” is com­
menting of the problem of work­
ing class unity says.

“The struggle and work in com­
mon have created, between socia­
lists and communists, a  solidarity 
and an identity of aspiration and 
sacrifice, which today is expres­
sed in the vehement desire for 
unty... we can better commemorate 
this first anniversary of the war 
by making closer the union which 
we have forged out in the tren­
ches and which we have wa­
tered with our blood.'’

In headlines "Claridad” demands 
ONE SINGLE PARTY FOR THE 
PROLETARIAT. This is the spirit 
of unity which will brings us vic­
tory, this is the vision which eve­
ry worker who values his own in­
tegrity has always had, this is 
our guarantee of a world that an 
honest man may be happy to live 
in. At this moment the thrilling 
words of Pasionaria are ringing 
out over the wireless from the 
great meeting which the two par­
ties are holding today in Madrid. 
There are enemies of unity, even 
in Spain, but they will be power­
less to hold back the tide. How 
long will the gentlemen of Trans­
port house keep closed their eyes ? 
The workers of Spain demand 
unity between the two Interna­
tionals. They are right, for they 
are the vanguard of the proleta­
rian world.
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THE PIG’S SNOUT IN 
SPANISH ECONOMY

The speech made by Hitler in 
Wuerzburg on June 27, in which 
he said that what Germany is 
after is the iron ore of the Ba­
sque provinces, only put before 
the eyes of the general public 
what in the intematinal financial 
and industrial world had long 
been known.

The conquest of Spain’s mine­
ral wealth by Germany and Italy 
might have been carried out in 
a comparatively peaceful way had 
the fascist generals and “noble­
men” been able to conquer the 
central government and submit 
Spain rapidly and decisively. Fail­
ing in that attempt, as we all 
know, the war “against the reds” 
as Hitler and Mussolini tried to 
call it a t the beginning, was 
bound to take on more and more 
a decided form of economic con­
quest, unashamed and ruthless.

What agreements have been 
made between Italy and Germany 
concerning the partition of the 
spoils we do not know, but Spain 
possesses rich iron deposits in 
Spanish Morocco, and among 
other places, extremely rich de­
posits of high grade ore near 
Bilbao.

German heavy industry is no­
toriously short of iron ore under 
its own direct control. Since long 
ago the larjje manufacturers of 
the Rhineland and of Westphalia 
have been casting voracious eyes 
cn Northern Spain.

Ferdinand Friedensburg in hi., 
book “Mineral deposits as factors 
of political and military power”, 
printed in Stuttgart in 1936 says:

“The great and ever increasing 
activity of Germany in the field 
of international mining economy 
has as a  goal, first of ail the oil 
cf Rumania, the iron ore produc­
tion of France, Spain and Scandi­
navia and the conquest of lead 
and zinc ore in other parts of the 
world. (Spain is also rich in lead 
and zinc.)

Krupp tried as long ago as 1924 
to lay its hand on Spanish iron 
when, a t the time of the notorious 
deal about the cannon shells per­
cussion cap patents, Vickers ga­
ve Krupp the Basque iron mining 
and smelting plants "Fabrica Mie-

res, S. A.” In exchange for the 
British patent rights. Krupp has 
also interests in the "Grconera 
Iron Co.” of Bilbao, In the “Ma- 
quinista Terrestre y Mailt: ma” 
of Barcelona and in several ahlp- 
building plants, chiefly In that ot 
“Echevariata” of Cadiz.

I t  was on the 22d of January 
that the “Wirtschftsdients” (Eco­
nomic Informations) of Hamburg 
rather dolefully stated that "The 
Spanish heavy Industry centers, 
chiefly the iron ore region sur­
rounding Bilbao and the coal mi­
nes of Asturias were not yet un­
der Franco's control. Two weeks 
later, Mola started the offensive 
against Bilbao using for the ac­
tion freshly arrived troops from 
Italy and Germany. The organ of 
Hjalmar Schacht a t about the 
came time made a politico-mili­
tary commentary on the necces. 
sity of conquering the Basque iron, 
which is the most frank statem­
ent yet made on the motives of 
Germany in this war. “The mena­
ce of the nationalist troops against 
the iron mineral region of Bilbao... 
touches the interests of Great Bri­
tain not only in what concerns 
the freedom of the seas... but also 
on what is by far the most deli­
cate problem, whic.. is the of iron 
ore supply to the British new ar­
mament program." The paper con. 
tinues by saying that the absence 
of the iron ore would considerably 
embarrass the British program.

And so the strange game of 
hide and seek of the democratic 
countries for ever ready to duck 
the blows without taking a  defini­
te stand against tho Fascist black­
mailers goes on. The new propo­
sal by Great Britain for a new 
form of control against Spain is 
one more evidence that the lesson 
has not yoL been learned, and that 
fascist indolence may run wild for 
some time longer.

The Interests of Great Britain 
are unquestionably in opposition to 
those of Germany and Italy, but 
the British Tories are still wa­
vering between democratic Spain 
an l a fascist assertion against the 
workers the world over. Hence the 
tltubations...

July 9.—Here Is how "Pravda” 
comments on the visit of George 
Lansbury to Mussolini.

"In April this year Mr. Lams- 
bury visited Hitler, taking upon 
himself the high mission of trans­
forming the leader of German Fa­
scism into “a peacemaker and ge­
nuine Christian”

“With this same aim Lansbury 
now goes to Rome. He intends 
to preach non-resistance to the 
Duce himself.”

“Lansbury is, in essence, play­
ing the role of advocate for the 
most die-hard aggressors, the 
most outspoken warmongers. His 
trip to Berlin was most advanta­
geous for German diplomacy, 
which at that time found it pro­
fitable demagogically to demon­
strate its pseudo peace-loving po­
licy in order to receive an inter­
national loan.

FALLEN AGAIN

"Now Lansbury has fallen into 
the Fascist trap again. Mussolini, 
who is carrying on large-scale in­
tervention In Spain, has nothing 
against coming out in irresponsi­
ble talk with this Labour leader 
as a picture of holiness, wishing 
only eternal peace and quiet in 
Europe.

"Undoubtedly Lancbury’s visit 
of respect to the Fascists takes 
pluce not without the knowledge 
of certain circles in Britain, which 
constantly pursue the policy of 
helping the aggressors morally or 
materially.”

Juli 10. — Juan March, the 
smuggling millionaire and business 
agent for the Spanish Fascist Re­
bels, is once more on his way to
Rome.

More about him, the meaning 
of his trips and on the importan­
ce of the man cam be gathered 
from the letter quoted here below 
and written by the farmer Spanish 
Minister Diego Hidalgo to a  friend 
in Switzerland.

OWE ALL TO MARCH

"Without March all would have 
been lost some time ago. When 
one day we have the opporunity 
to talk to one another again, I
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will explain to you how it is that 
the support we have received 
from Italy and Germany for our 
movement we owe entirely to 
March. You can take it from me 
that the Germans and Italians in 
Spain share this high opinion of 
him.

’’From a friend like yourself I 
cannot conceal the truth. Franco, 
who is clever, would have done 
had success come quickly, as we 
hoped, but he is useless in a hard 
fight. He is not the stuff that 
leaders are made of; the conse­
quence is that the “falangists” 
don't treat him seriously, and he 
inspires no confidence among the 
traditionalists, the monarchists, 
and even in militar circles.

“ONLY BRAIN”

"March, who is the real and 
only brain we have, is working* to 
finish up as head of the state, or 
to become a t feast a  representati­
ve leading figure, entitled to no­
minate a government based on 
real talent. The unfortunate part 
about it is that this talent shows 
no sign of putting in an appcuran- 
ce, unless it be in the person of 
March himself, which, you under­
stand, is of course quite impos­
sible".

SUBMIT TO A LL UNITS AND 
HOSPITALS

Comrades: In order to facilitate 
and render more officient the ex­
pedition of mail, the following ru­
les and regulations must be ob­
served.

1) Your adress is, as the follo­
wing example:

Socorro Rojo, Plaza Altozano 
N... Albaccte (Espaha).

Your unit number will be given 
+o you by the responsible comrade 
of the unit you join. No other 
adress will do.

2) Outgoing adrcsscs must be 
as follows.

John Doe, 245 W 45th 8t„ New 
York, N. Y. (17. S. A.).

John Doe, 16 Gloucester Place, 
London, W. C. (England).

3) 'There shall not appear any 
return adress, rubber stump im­
pressions; postage stamps or any 
wording, markings ets. that would 
indicate the original point of de­
parture, for any cor espondence.

There are only two countries 
Franco and Czechoslovakia, to 
which mail ran be sent direct.

4) No officially headed paper 
or envelopes arc to be used for 
private correspondence purposes.

5) Envelopes are not to be 
sealed.

6) No panoramic photographs 
or postcard views other than sin­
gle buildings will be passed. All 
postcards must be enclosed in en­
velopes.

8) No report of deaths unless 
officially confirmed. Information 
to be obtained from political com­
missar.

9) No articles to the press 
whatever, will be passed, unless 
sanctioned by the Political Com­
missar of Unit or Brigade.

10) No names of towns or 
fronts must appear on heading or 
in body of letter. No strategic 
descriptions of military actions or 
battles allowed.

11) Packets of up to 500 gram­
mes can be conveniently forwar­
ded both ways. In view of our past 
experiences it is indicated that it 
is necessary to register all packets 
and parcels, or letters with valua­
ble objects enclosed.

12) All applications for leave 
of absence, or repatriation must 
be submitted through the regular 
channels indicated. Letters ad­
dressed otherwise will be returned.

13) Any letters or packages 
which do not conform to the abo­
ve regulations w'll either be re­
turned to the responsible comrade 
of Unit; or subjected to a delay 
of from three days to three weeks. 
We cannot hold up the mail of the 
comrades who are abiding by the 
rules.

14) No telegrams wrll be ac­
cepted, unless approved and sig­
ned for by the Political Commis­
sar of the Base.

By order of the Government. 

Base de las Brigadas Inter- 
nacionales. Comisario po­

litico.

/

S oviet p a v ilio n  m o n u m en t at the P aris  ex i- 
b itloa .

i P A S A R
“W ar”, writes the great milita­

ry theorist Von Clausewitz, “is 
the continuation of politics.” The 
Madrid offensive of the People's 
Army is the clearest possible il­
lustration of this principle. A year 
of scattered but tremendous ini­
tiatives of millions of Spaniards 
and the central line of the New 
People’s Front Government have 
been aimed precisely toward this 
drive. In the days of the rebel 
advance on Madrid when the mili­
tias retreated helplessly before 
the modern planes and tanks of 
their international Fascist enemy, 
the Fifth Regiment toiled heroi­
cally to create regular troops. In 
the heroic November days new 
reserves of popular energy were 
tapped to save Madrid, and with 
these reserves and the Fifth Re­
giment as a base, the Defense 
Junta of Madrid forged the Army 
cf the Center. Mdlaga had to fall, 
the battles of the Jaram a take 
their toll, the Blackshirts suffer 
a  tremendous defeat above Gua­
dalajara, and the Spanish people 
change Cabinets before the Army 
cf the Center could be duplicated 
on a national scale. It took one 
whole year to create a regular 
Army, establish compulsory mili­
tary service, subject the Army to 
a single General Staff. The work 
is still not completed. The perfec­
tion of that Army, the purging 
of its commanding staff of mili­
tarists of doubtful loyalty or me­
diocre talent and replacing them 
by officers taken from the ranks 
and tested as to ability and to lo­
yalty by a year of fire — these 
are continuous tasks. There is no 
point at which the improvement 
of that military weapon ends, and 
so in examining the results of the 
first major offensive of the Spa­
nish people against the invading 
forces of Italy and Germany, we 
must bear in mind that this is the 
work of a part of our forces at a 
given degree of development" The 
experiences of the offensive itself 
s veep the People's Army inevita­
bly on to higher levels.

The Madrid front was the lo­
gical choice for the offensive, but 
it was equally obvious that the re­
bels could not be driven away 
from the heroic capital simply by 
head on attacks against extreme­
ly well-fortified positions. To a t­
tack those positions from the rear, 
to penetrate the rebel niles and 
strike from left and right, was a 
natural approach to this problem

E M O S !
GIVEN AN ARMY OF SUFFI­
CIENT MOBILITY AND A CO­
ORDINATION OF SUFFICIENT 
FLEXIBILITY to make it feasi­
ble. THE FIRST LESSON OF 
THE PRELIMINARY PHASE OF 
THE GREAT OFFENSIVE IS 
THAT THE PEOPLE’S ARMY 
IS A MOBILE BODY WITH AN 
EFFECTIVE CENTRAL COM­
MAND.

On the night of July 5th Go­
vernment forces descended from 
the neighborhood of the Madrid- 
Escorial road (we may use Valde- 
morillo as a concrete point) and 
penetrated rapidly into Fascist 
territory west of Madrid and 
along the foothills of the Guadar- 
ramas. The first day’s work was 
divided roughly as follows: The 
Fifth Army Corps otok Brunete 
a t 6 a. m. with little difficulty; 
the Eighteenth fought all day 
and until ten p. m. for well-fort­
ified and stubbornly defended Vil­
lanueva de la Cafiada.

In preparation for the offensive, 
guerrillero’s had cut the rebel 
railway lines at some point or 
points between their Madrid Front 
and their supply bases, keeping 
them closed for over forty-eight 
hours. Government forces near 
Sesefta initiated an attack north 
and eastward, embarrassing the 
rebel rear on the Jarama. A third 
supporting action was an attack 
along the Villaverde-Usera front, 
pushing the rebel front lhie on 
the Toledo Road back to kilome­
ter seven.

All this was accompanied by 
tremendous air activities. Every 
rebel position in the whele central 
area was bombed and strafed 
mercilessly. A gasoline deposit at 
Navalcarnero went up in smoke 
on the first day. On anti-aircraft 
we broke even, bringing down 
and losing one plane (altho anti­
aircraft brought down two planes 
outside the center area that same 
day). But in the air itself, espec­
ially in a fight over Navalcarnero, 
a week of air-victories was init­
iated: three Heinkels falling and 
two burning up. Other spoils of 
the day were eighty odd prisoners 
at Brunete. over one hundred at 
Villanueva, a battery of 10.5’s and 
smaller booty. The rebel reply: a 
vicious shelling of Madrid at 
night!

7.7 The loyal line of penetrat­
ion had at once to be widened 
and our troops moved very little 
south, concentrating on pushing
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the Fascists back to  East and 
West. The towns themselves res­
isted stubbornly and our glorious 
air fleet — the Spaniards say, 
“Glorious” and understand "aviat­
ion” — worked a twenty — four 
hour day. Two Fiats sandwiched 
a loyal bomber and filled it full of 
holes, but bomber and crew re­
turned safely whereas one Fiat 
failed to return. Then over Ma­
drid, While the whole population 
watched from the roofs, 20 of our 
cazas fought a  huge Fascist fleet 
including a new type of two sea- 
ter, the fastest plane yet seen he­
re. Score: two Fiats down avd we 
lost a  biplane.

7.8 Our troops took the posit­
ions of Minguito, Romanillos, Los 
Llanos and the castle of Villafran- 
ca, but the towns of Quijoma, 
Villanueva del Pardillo, Villafran- 
ca, etc., resisted. An enemy coun­
terattack a t Usera failed. In the 
air, one Fiat down; one Junker 
damaged; one loyal bomber dama­
ged, one dead, remainder of crew 
wounded.

7.9 at 11,30 a.m. Quijorna fell. 
Among the over 200 prisoners 
were many Moors from the 
French protectorate in Morocco. 
Our aviation spent this and sue 
ceeding days bombing aerodro­
mes; definitely destroyed two pla­
nes in Granada. On the Burgos- 
Santander front thousands of Ita ­
lians now replacing Moors and 
Fascists.

7.10 Whole company infantry 
waves white handkerchiefs south 
of Brunete when their captain out 
of action. Since Tuesday our anti- 
air guns have brot down five pla­
nes. German air-captain dies in 
our hospital. Fighting around Vil­
lanueva del Pardillo.

7.11 Villanueva del Pardillo sur­
renders. Over 600 prisoners behave 
iia though they had escaped from 
bondage, cheering spontaneously 
all the way to Madrid.

7 12-7.30 The Glorious brings 
down 25 enemy planes in two 
day*, will In we lost five Three re- 
1*1 elinaei'M attack one bomber 
Wltltitt b rin g * down two of them 
Indole It falls, the pilot and bom- 
l*u fell In Na man's land and got 
l>aek to our tinea although the 
ImmiiImo waa severely wounded on 
th« way At 6 p m. on 12th, a big 
air fight with S3 loyal chasers 
fighting nix trimotors five blm<>- 
tor» and thirty oasA ft. H e o re :  1 

Helnkel, 8 Fiat* (threw of latter 
in our lines). We lost a plane and 
one plane that went deep in rebel 
territory in the morning failed to

return. In Mallorca another Fiat 
down.

7pm On the 13th nine rebel ca­
zas and two new type monoplanes 
were brooght down over Naval­
carnero. Antiaireraft guns brou­
ght down another rebel plane, the 
pilot being taken prisoner. In ad­
dition our tiny "moscas” dama­
ged a Junker and one chaser was 
seen wobbling.

The rebel line on the La Corufia 
sualties, plus over 1.200 prisoners, 
and have lost 100 square miles of 
road was cut at kilometer 16.5 
(ten miles from Madrid toward 
El Escorial).

7.14 Seven Fiats down. Two lo­
yal bombers lagged and were

downed; fell in our lines but all 
four men. dead.

7.15 Rebels have now sent po­
werful reinforcements as manife­
sted by the stubborn fig& going 
on at Villafranca del Castillo 
where artillery is trememlons. Big 
dogfight over Madrid in which 32 
our planes participate. Six Fiats 
down, one mosca which fell in our 
lines, pilot dead.

7.18 Results of first phase of 
offensive: Rebels have lost 35 pla­
nes; plus planes destroyed in ae­
rodromes suffered over 4000 ca­
te rritory.

Befiii the offensive the rebels 
maintained a pincers on Madrid. 
Now, behind the claw that goes 
i'rom Las Rozas to University Ci­
ty, loyal forces stand ready to

answer pressure for pressure, a t­
tack for attack. The threat to 
Madrid from this side is weak­
ened, and instead the Fascist for­
ces move uneasily on the defen­
sive. Loyal artillery can now pound 
the Campamento on the Naval­
carnero Road from behind their 
fortifications. Supply difficulties 
for the rebels increase a hun­
dredfold. In general, as the time 
draws near for the decisive bat 
ties that will free Madrid and 
Spain, rebel attack positions have 
become defensive ones that drain 
their resources. This is the result 
of the first phase of the offensive.

But if we bear in mind the pre­
liminary question of army deve-

Tho iiv In t ors, which carried 
the l*olar Fxjwslltlon under the di­
rection of Professor Otto Schmidt 
and Ills companion* to the top of 
the world, are back in Moscow.

Next year the same aviators 
will go to the North Pole to take 
the scientists back to Moscow. 
I’rof. Otto Schmidt, in a reception 
s|MS'ch in Moscow promised that, 
"with the co-operation of the four 
which will remain at the Pole for 
a year the Polar Expedition will 
supply to science and mankind all

lopment with which w*e began 
this study, a  far more important 
result of the offensive is seen. 
The ease and smoothness with 
which a  small part of the Peo­
ple’s Army —two Corps execu­
ted this manoeuvre tell us the Ar­
my is ripening fast for the great 
drive to Seville. And one concrete 
fact stands out above all other 
from the results of the attack 
the recruits who bore the brunt 
of the fighting proved themselves 
good soldiers. That is of incalcu 
lable importance, for it means 
that the still untapped reserves of 
Spanish manhood can now rapidly 
be absorbed a t full military effi­
ciency into the People’s Army.

th a t  th e  N orth  P ole  w ill ho c a ­
pab le o f  g iv in g."

V odopianov, the pilot, b elittle  1 

th e d a n g ers  o f the cxjiedition. 

"N ow  th a t a  pow er lik e th e So 

v ict I'nion is  behind jmlar e x p lo ­

rers, th e  dan gers that m ade pr 

v'ions expcditioiLH ex trem ely  d a n  

Kcio u s  no lon ger  are to  be  c o n ­

sidered  serious. W ithin a y .* f ,  

th ere  is  no d o u b t a b o u t s w e’ll 

go  back to  th e  N o rth  P o le  m  l 

f ‘ teh  th e  four comrade** b .- k ho­

me."

P O L A R  E X P E D IT IO N  C H IE F S  

P R O M IS E  S C IE N T IF IC  RESULTS
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O N E  YEAR OF FASCIST IN V A S IO N
A YEAR OF TRAGEDY A N D  GLORIOUS ACHIEVEMENT

This week the Spanish people 
enter the second year of the war 
which has been forced on them by 
the treachery of a  few trai­
tor generals and corrupt political 
leaders of the type of the coward­
ly Gil Robles. This week they en­
ter the second year of their mag­
nificent struggle against the fa­
scist invader, against Portugal 
Italy end Germany. This week the 
Spanish people concludes one year 
of resistance to the slow but mur­
derous policy of Non Intervention 
weapon of the British imperialist 
classes. These are the three prin­
cipal enemies of the Spanish peo­
ple; there is yet another, the in­
comprehension of certain people 
who call themselves working class 
leaders. I t will be ussful briefly 
to survey the course events have 
taken.

1- romr the very beginning one 
thing must be understood; before 
the rising of July of last year, 
before even the coming of the Po­
pular Front government of Fe­
bruary 1936 foreign fascism wa3 
plotting in Spain This is no mere 
assertion based upon political pro­
bability, but a historical and do­
cumented certainty. When the Ger­
man consulate was taken over in 
Barcelona masses of documents 
were discovered covering a period 
of several years. Among them 
were papers incriminating Spanish 
politicians of the extreme right. 
German business houses, German 
consulates and journalistic agen­
cies were ail systematically enga­
ged in spying, corruption and pro­
paganda in this contry. Spanish 
right leaders were importing arms 
months before the Franco .rebel­
lion. Moreover an economic survey 
h  i been clandestinely made by 
German specialists. For what rea­
son? Hitler's recent declaration 
that he has intervened in Spain 
because he needs metals for his 
war plans provides the answer. 
The economic occupation of Spain 
had been planned by the capita­
lists behind Hitler before the co­
ming of the Popular Front go­
vernment. The Spanish fascists 
who tried to overthrow that go­
vernment were only the tools of 
foreign powers.

THE TECHNIQUE OF FASCIST 
IMPERIALISM

I t  was the Italian war against 
Abyssinia and the shameful be­
trayal of that member of the 
Leaugue of Nations by the lea­
ding members of the League, 
with the exception of the Soviet 
Union, that provided the German 
and Italian dictators with the mo­
del. By encouraging the Spanish 
fascist to revolt and steeping in 
to help them, they knew they 
could make open war on Spain 
without openly declaring it accor­
ding to legal tradition. The Sanc­
tions policy of the League of Na­
tions in the case of Abyssinia 
told Hitler and Mussolini plainly 
enough that the rival imperialism 
of so-called democratic England 
would connive a t the betrayal. 
This much must be understood; it 
is British imperialism which is 
responsible, not only for the poli­
cy of Non Intervention, but for 
the fact that Franco knew he 
could rely on the support of the 
enemies of his country.

THE POPULAR FRONT GO­
VERNMENT OF SPAIN

Faced with the reversal of most 
of the valuable reforms of the Re­
public of 1931 by the Right go­
vernments of the renegade Lerroux 
and the Catholic-C. E. D. A.-rna- 
chlne-gunner-by proxy Gil Robles, 
the Spanish progressive parties in 
1935 formed the People’s Front, 
upon a basis of guaranteed sup­
port to a government of Left Re­
publicans working with a  modest 
liberal programme. (The P. O. U. 
M., later viciously to attem pt to 
stab the People’s government in 
the back, signed this treaty. Wi­
thin two months of that govern­
ment taking office the P. O. U. 
M. was denouncing it.) At the 
elections of February 1936 the 
People's Front was victorious, the 
tempo of the world attack of the 
fascists on democracy was at once 
enormously accelerated. The mis­
calculation in the fascist plans 
was enormous. The assumption 
had been that Spain would easily 
fall victim and that no one would

come to her aid. Both counts were 
utterly wrong.

Franco thought he would repeat 
the 1923 success of General Primo 
de Rivera, Hitler and Mussolini, 
expected Spain to be another 
Abyssinia. They were right enough 
about the part the League Of Na­
tions was to play, but they Lad 
not reckoned upon the heroism of 
the Spanish people, the solidarity 
of masses of the world proletariat, 
and the honour and rectitude of 
tw o governments, those of Mexi­
co and the Soviet Union.

THE FRIRST PHASE OF THE 
WAR

Most comrades will remember 
that the first stage may be cha­
racterised as the Romantic stage,
In this period the Spanish people 
attempted to defeat fascism with 
ill organised though heroic militia 
groups. The result was that faced 
by the disciplined army of traitor 
troups and Moorish mercenaries 
the Spanish people were heading 
for defeat. There is no need to re­
peat what was formely said in 
the articles on the evolution of the 
army, it suffices to say that the 
vast problem facing Spain was 
how to achieve organisation and 
discipline; how to destroy the 
Black Legend, The legend of an 
invertebrate Spain That evil tra ­
dition has been destroyed, that it 
ever existed was due to the ty ­
ranny of outlived classes of go­
vernors. This much the war has 
proved.

In the field of foreign affairs 
another huge problem was to be 
faced. While feverishly rearming 
and preparing for war the British 
imperialists forced upon the other . 
European governments the policy 
cynically called Non Intervention. 
Under this policy even arms that 
had been bought before the war 
had begun were witheld from the 
Spanish government, by the Bri­
tish and French governments in 
particular. The latter government 
had long demanded that Spain 
purchase her arms in France. Ho­
wever, while other governments 
professed to b > unconvinced, the 
Soviet government soon exposed

the perfidy of the fascist powers 
who from the very first had been 
liberally supplying the rebels with 
arms and technical help. In Octo­
ber the Russian workers govern­
ment declared th a t it would not 
be bound by the Non Intervention 
Pact to any greater extent than 
certain other countries.

This event may be said to begin 
the second phase of the war. Out 
of the first violent and excited 
confusion a  regular army was be­
ginning to emerge, crystallising 
round the Fifth Regiment orga­
nised by the Communist Party. 
The confusion in governmental ad­
ministration was also beginning 
to disappear. Before this date even 
the government of the Left Radi­
cal Party, to which Spain owes 
a tremendous debt, had invited 
the othr ■ parties of ihe Popular 
Front to help it form a new go­
vernment. In the first week of 
September the Communist Party  
entered the government.

The important phenomena to 
understand are these, that the 
Spanish people had realised what 
its task was, had achieved a  great 
measure of organisation a t the ve­
ry moment when it ceased to be 
isolated in the world, when a great 
power and that a workers'power 
called the fascist bluff, and when 
the first demonstration of proleta­
rian solidarity arrived in Madrid: 
the F irst International Brigade.

The International Brigade, the 
first of which was under the Com­
mand of General Kleber (now in 
command of the 45th Division) 
arrived in time to help drive back 
the first fascist attak on the city, 
which began on the 7th of No­
vember. I t  was a t University City 
that the First International, the 
11th of the Peoples Army, put up 
one of the most magnificent per­
formances that history lias on re­
cord. I t  was the 11th and 12th 
brigades which bore the brunt of 
the University City fighting, when 
the news was received that a cer­
tain body of troups had been dri­
ven out of it. Dramatic and des­
perate fighting went on for days, 
often from room to room, until 
the fascists were definitely held.
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THE GOVERNMENTS AIR 
FORCE ARRIVES

About November the Fourth the 
air raids on Madrid began to be­
come very serious, it was a t once 
evident that they followed the Ger­
man plan of attempting to demo­
ralise the civilian people. Crowds 
of working class folk in the Glo- 
rieta park were suddenly bombed 
and machine-gunned one Sunday 
afternoon. Night raids soon began 
so that the city by night began 
to look like a region of blast fur­
naces, a  red glare overhanging it. 
However the head of the Junta de 
Defensa, General Miaja, announ­
ced that in this respect the Ma- 
drileflos might shortly expect to- 
see something interesting. A few 
days later, when German bombers 
were droning over the city, a  
squadron of all-metal monoplanes 
roai'ed over the house-tops and 
for the first time Madrid watched 
its aerial defenders chase the fa­
scists out of the sky.

But once again the character of 
fascist aid to Franco changed.

SPAIN INVADED BY REGULAR 
IMPERIALIST TROOPS

In December and January Ita ­
lian and German regiments began 
to arrive, later whole divisions, 
complete with staffs and equip­
ment were found in action. While 
the numerical ratio of the I. B. 
has diminished as the Peoples Ar­
my grew, more and nc ore has 
Franco been compelled to  rely on 
foreign troops. With this new dan­
ger the Spanish Government as 
formerly constituted was hardly 
fit to copo. I t  had been composed 
of iivary Important political sector 
of I Im Pooples Front, the anarco- 
lyndlUttllit* Of the FAI-CNT ha­
ving milored In November, but 
I loue wee no real unified cabinet 
pi ngiHiiinw,

Joel iih In# National economy 
wan a .laeoli'n coat of many-colo- 
iml Mpeitnn'hl, of different types
of ..... .let i el toil, mi In a lesser
•leg ine III* ((iivernmt'ntal policy 
allowed n niarhed dlanlmllarity of 
iillllooli bid ween department and 
ilapattHienl With the Midden in- 
01 met* "f fneelel help to Franco, 
ami I lie riitltor's change of *tra- 
teglc plan repineentod by the flan­
king hill I lea of the Jnriunm and 
Uundnbijiirii fronts a real concen­
tration of effort wau needed.

In May 17th the present Nogrln 
Government name into power. Re­
cruiting at once was conducted at

a greatly sharpened tempo; the 
first problem to which the govern­
ment had put its hand was that 
of creating the reserves which 
the nature of an offensive against 
the invaders made vital. At the 
same time the work of seriously 
organising the nation’s economy 
was begun. And finally the first 
definite offensive was launched in 
July. This period, beginning with 
the months of January and Fe­
bruary may be called the Realist 
Period., all illusion of easy victo­
ry had long since vanished instead, 
the Spanish people had become 
aware that not only its own inde­
pendence was at stake, but that it 
was fighting the battle of world 
freedom. The Popular Revolution 
had reached its full consciousness. 
Defeat had become impossible.

In the outside world the coming 
of the Negrin government was ac­
companied by dramatic possibili­
ties. The shelling of the open city 
of Almeria by the German war­
ships engaged in ‘‘Control’’ lead to 
a crisis in the Policy of Non In­
tervention. The German and Ita ­
lian Governments a t once with­
drew from the sub-committee of 
Control and demanded extrava­
gant and altogether too fantastic 
a  set of conditions for renewed 
cooperation. Nevertheless the fa­
tuous Mr Eden, whom any nove­
list would reject as too obvious a 
caricature of a man, agreed. A 
few days later the German, dicta­
tor announced that the Leipzic 
had been marrowly missed by a 
"Red" torpedo and demanded joint 
action from Britain and France 
under the terms of the Four Power 
Pact which had emerged from the 
Almeria tragedy. To the asto­
nishment of many, Eden refused.

Once again the British govern­
ment set about trying to prop up 
the cretinoid dummy of Non In­
tervention, but the refusal by Ger­
many and Italy of all feasible 
proposals and the final refusal by 
the fascist puppet Portugal of all 
control of her frontier put a mo­
mentary end to these efforts. On 
Tuesday July the 14th the French 
frontier was thrown open. An ex­
planation must here be given; this 
ending of Control does not mean 
that the Spanish Government can 
exercise its legal right to purcha­
se arms, say, in France. I t metins 
that supposing an American tou­
rist in Perpignan woke up to find 
six. tanks and an artillery battery 
amongst his baggage, plus legal 
documents, he could ship them 
across the border without interfe­

rence from the Garde Mobile. Ac­
tually the sale of arms to Spain is 
still forbidden by the Plymouth 
Committee. Again, removal of 
control means that an innocent 
American tourist strolling round 
Beziers in search of old-fashioned 
beauty will not be put into prison 
in that interesting town, nor in 
Toulouse.

A NEW BASE IN INTERNA­
TIONAL AFFAIRS

This change certainly indicates 
that the section of the machine­
ry of world war has reached a 
completer stage of development. 
Eden has announced that if a so­
lution of the Control problem is 
not reached the British govern­
ment will consider the policy of 
Non-Intervention to he a t an end. 
In that case what will happen ? 
Spain will he able to buy all the 
arms she needs, that much is cer. 
tain, though there are difficulties 
which might remain. The Spa­
nish army would obtain all the 
arms it needs, them. What would 
be the reply of International Fa­
scism? Would Italy and Germany 
pour in fresh armies on an entire­
ly new scale ? And if so what would 
France do? Here are questions 
which no wise commentator would 
answer in a hasty fashion. So 
much depends on whether the fa­
scist dictators are ready, in a 
strictly technical sense, for war. 
Again, Hitler and Mussolini may 
decide that diplomacy and the con­
nivance of Eden could still aid 
them to adopt positions that would 
help them to wage war with grea­
ter chances of success.

However, It seems Unit there are 
no limiits of hypocrisy to which 
Eden will not go. At present he is 
putting forward yet another ver­
sion of Control In order to bring 
in Germany and Italy. He has pro­
posed to grant belligerent rights 
to Franco. Trc French govern­
ment has protested and there 
soems little chance of this pro­
posal being Receipted.

One thing is missing from this

brief survey of the war, the pro­
blem of international working 
class solidarity, that will be with 
in another article.

So much is clear, comrades, for 
every growth of strength inside 
Spain, the reactionary powers in 
Europe, give fresh aid to Franco. 
Viewed in this fashion, without 
rhetoric and without the utmost 
objectivity this much is mountain 
clear. The Spanish people and with 
them their helpers are fighting a 
world battle of peacee versus war, 
and of progress towards a  justei 
society.

B A S H IK IR IA  T O  P R O ­
D U C E  O IL  IN  LA R G E  

A M O U N T S

The recent discovery of a new 
oil field near the village of Tui- 
i liana, situated 180 kilometers 
went of Ufa, is again attracting 
attention to the oil resources of 
Bashkiria.

It has now been ascertained 
that the poor work of the Bashki- 
rlan oil Industry is the result of 
wrecking. Trotzkyte wrekers 
moved oil prospecting from the 
most effective stations to those 
of secondary Importance, retarded 
for years the prospecting of rich 
oil fields, and equipped bore boles 
with poor quality boring tubes 
and tools.

Marked progress has already 
Inmui noted at Bashkirian oil fields 
this year, after the removal of 
wreckers and the appointment of 
a new administrative personnel. 
Prospecting has Leen organized, 
main attention being focused on 
drilling in the areas adjoining the 
I s h y m b a e v  Industrial district 
which is one of the largest at pre­
sent. Six basic oil fields within a 
10 kilometers Radius of Lshym- 
baev are to be drilled this year. 
Prospecting drilling is to be con­
tinued, a railway, an oil pipeline 
and an oil refinery are available. 
The sections can be completely 
mastered much faster than the 
remote districts which had been 
the aim of the wreckers.

N O T E
The lack of materials for making photo-en­

graving cliches has delayed the issuing of this 
number. Several of our articles call for maps and 
illustrations.

To this date the situation has not been relieved. 
We will publish the maps in a future number



the VOLUNTEER’S MEDAL
The Commissariat of the International Brigades has decided to produce 

a medat for all the Volunteers, to be kept as a souvenir of the Spanish war 
of liberation.

Carmelo VICENT. Joaquin CORRAL. Jo si ORTELLA and Manuel 
pASCIIAL alt members of the U. G. T. Artists Union have supplied the

models here illustrated. All of these models have value. We thank the 
comrade artists for their contribuitions; but to help us in the task of choosing 
from amongst the four the medal to be struck, we ask all comrades to indicate 
their choicetous:
COMMISSARIAT OP THE I. B.—Calle VELAZQUEZ, 63.—MADRID
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A F T E R  T H E  S I E R R A - W H A T ?
When the “Nationalist” Ar­

my of Legionaires and Moors, 
supported by German and Ita­
lian artillery, aviation, and 
tanks; firing an abundance of 
machine-guns and bullets from 
the same countries and from 
reserve stocks of Portugal, 
elected to march on Madrid, it 
was obeying political rather 
than military impulses. It was 
more Important to procure an 
unshnkeaible political position 
In Rpaln as a whole than to 
take the points of most mili­
tary value. Madrid was the 
key, Madrid is the key, to life 
or death for Fascism.

It is not to be wondered that 
the Fascists fell into a panic 
when the People’s Army, ha­
ving come a long year’s road 
from the pistol-armed groups 
of July 103(1 launched an offen­
sive designed to clear the Ma­
drid front. They poured pla- 
m i and guns, bombs and muni- 
Ilona out of their war reser­
ves, llilo Ilia Mndrld front, on 
aa unparalleled seals, A eon 
aervallvs foreign correspondent 
reeenlly (old I lie writer llinl, 
Ih Ills Mplidoo, linos were four 
bundled and fifty leliel planes 
In His nelilei aivs alone, and 
mil lass Ilom one llmusaiid In 
Mpaim

Tile liiilineulialluli of planes 
and aillllniy, liy tai I lie great 
ssl seen In I Ills war, must su 
rely have Iwau lalnulnlml lo 
prialuee a llrllmega In reverse, 
a rout of tlie (loveiiiinent for­
ces that Would lei I he rebate 
throug the Hlei ra line prevail­

ing at the beginning of the of­
fensive. It failed completely; 
the second phase of the Sierra 
campaign ended with the Go- 
verment still in possession of 
most of the territory captured 
in the first phase.

On July 18 the Fascists took 
over the initiative from the 
Government with violent coun­
terattacks at Villanueva del 
Pardillo, and on the 18th, Qui- 
joma and Brunets. A whole

dav of fighting along the line 
extending from above Quijor- 
na to below Brunete, netted 
them nothing but one hill po­
sition. From July 17 to 24, 
however, the People’s troops 
in unfortified positions endured 
the most intensive, unceasing 
artillery and air bombardment 
they had ever experienced. 
Government artillery, overwor­
ked in the first days of the 
campaign, could reply but fee­

bly to rebel batteries which 
were in good condition, becau­
se, more numerous, they could 
alternate and thus avoid over­
heating. The goverment planes, 
superior but outnumbered, de­
voted almost full time to bom­
bardment of aerodromes and 
supply centers, thus contribut­
ing much to the earlier exhaus­
tion of rebel air and artillery 
munitions. Every base in Spain 
that could possibly serve as a 
rebel support to attacks on the 
Sierra was bombed once or 
more. The terrorist nature of 
Fascist air activities, on the 
other hand, was crudely under­
lined during this period by at­
tacks on sleoping villages far 
outside the war area.

ATTACK AND COUNTER- 
THRUST

At last terrific bombard­
ment told on tired, thirsty, 
and poorly entrenched troops. 
On July 24 the rebels recaptu­
red Brunete and it was neces­
sary, once they were there, to 
w i t h d r a w  tne 18th Army 
Corps to the west bank of the 
Guadarrama River. The re­
treat answered to normal me­
chanisms. Here, a unit suf­
fered losses so heavy that it 
was bound to retire. There 
a unit scarcely under fire yiel­
ded to panic. But on the 
whole it was simply a logical 
and minimum withdrawal from 
difficult positions, with food 
and water tioubles, after near­
ly three weeks of exhausting

L o n tin u a d  o n  p age  2..M U IR S T O , Cm niH m iilei o f  III* A.Hi A r im  Corps.
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