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TO THE YOUTH OF AMERICA
ween peasant and urban wor­
ker have become so cordial.

The Federal Union of Spa­
nish Students, which is the 
equivalent of our National 
Student Federation of Ameri­
ca, has mobilized those of its 
members who cannot go to 
the front into shock troops 
that work in the trenches, era­
dicating illiteracy. Indeed, 
wherever there is a particular­
ly important task — volunteers 
for anti-tank units, helping or­
ganize the war industries, the 
setting, of examples of discipli­
ned subordination of political 
interests — it is the youth of 
Spain which comes forward. 
They are the most loyal sup­
porters of the Peoples Front 
Government. They were the 
most ardent advocates of the 
uni f i ed  military command. 
They have carried on an in­
tensive propaganda for the de­
velopment of an effective rear­
guard war industry.

And if the young people of 
Spain have thus been among 
the promptest to mobilize for 
the war against international 
fascism, if they were aiiomg 
the first large groups to reali­
ze the immensity of the tasks 
confronting the government in 
winning this war, it was becau­
se they were united. Being 
united, they spoke for the mas­
ses of youth who knew from 
personal experience the situa­
tion in their country.

My friends, we know the 
value of unity, of working to­
gether in the United States. 
We know what it has enabled 
us to accomplish in our cam­
paign for the American Youth 
Act, and what the United Stu­
dent Peace Committee has do­
ne to mobilize the schools 
against war. But one never 
quite appreciates the full sig­
nificance of unity until one 
faces an enemy machine-gun 
nest. One does not delay to 
argue political differences at 
such a moment. Teamwork 
is the essence of success at 
such a time. Here in Spain 
the unity of the younger ge­
neration has been a decisive 
factor in the barring of the 
road to Hitler and Mussolini. 
That unity is symbolized lirst 
of all by the Spanish Youth 
Front which is like our Ame­
rican Youth Congress, and

secondly by the Unified Socia­
list Youth which unites Socia- 
l i s t s ,  Communists and all 
young people who recognize 
that socialism is the road to 
peace and progress. This or­
ganization was the first to de­
clare that the major task at 
the present moment was unity 
against fascism and for demo­
cracy.

These two organizations are 
the spokesmen of Spain’s youn­
ger egeneration, a generatici- 
which knows that the victory 
of Hitler and Mussolini mean.a 
for them a continuance and in­
tensification of degrading ig­
norance and illiteracy, means 
unemployment, mass oppres­
sion and world war. Someti­
mes at noon I have sat outsi­
de a wealthy villa which is 
now a school, and have liste­
ned to the youthful tots, chil­
dren of peasants, being taught 
to read and write in the first 
school that this village has 
seen. I have heard them sing 
NO PAS ARAN! And these 
words, uttered by these chil­
dren, have brought to my 
mind, *ot soldiers being sum- 
ped at the trenches of Madrid, 
but ignorance, disease, pover­
ty, crime, which up to now ha­
ve been the lot of Spanish 
youth. All the youth of eve­
ry age are here united against 
fascism. We Americans need 
no other inspiration than the 
SALUD of a threeyear-old 
youngster whom this Peoples 
Front Government now gives a 
chance to grow up as a decent 
human being, enjoying the 
fruits of his toil and develop­
ing his individual talents.

Side by side with the youth 
of Spain march the young for­
eign volunteers who form a 
splendid section of the Spanish 
Peoples Army. The poets of 
the future will sing their deeds. 
The future constitutions of na­
tions will embody the ideals 
they symbolize. Not a body 
of freebooters, nor brutalized, 
but a body of highly-informed 
and determined men, who have 
realized that on the battlefields 
of Spain will the future of 
world peace and progress be 
determined.

No one outside of themsel­
ves will ever appreciate the 
hardships these men have un­
complainingly overcome alon­

gside of the Spanish masses, 
or the tremendous readjust­
ment they have had to make. 
I asked some young Americans 
what they wanted to say to 
you. Their first declaration 
was: “Tell them our army will 
lick Franco.” Secondly, they 
mid: “We hope our example 
has helped to strengthen the 
unity of American youth in 
behalf of the Spanish people.” 
And thirdly: “We don’t like 
to talk. The job of a good 
anti-fascist here is to be a 
Hood soldier.”

Don’t get the 1 repression, 
however, that the life of the 
follows here is circumscribed 
by their military objectives.
I wish you could see our wall­
papers in which steel workers 
write poetry and machinegun- 
hers analyze international po­
litical developments. Every 
scrap of literature is voracious­
ly gobbled up. I wish you 
could hear our songs, which 
are not bloody diatribe*, but 
full of longing for our hmnel- 
and, full of determination that 
— I shall quote the exact 
words — “Every inch will we 
recapture, every inch of Spa- 
tish soil.
No one complains about the 

hard work. We only hope 
that you too will work for 
what is a common cause, even 
though at the moment fascist 
bombers are not above your 
heads. Here we keep vigil 
24 hours of the day, standing 
in mud, in the blazing sun, in 
the rain. Surely you can gi­
ve an hour of your day in de­
fense of Spanish democracy 
which I hope I need not re­
peat it — is the defense of 
world democracy.

You cannot realize what your 
support and your solidarity

OUR WAR
The complete nationalization 

of all war industries was de­
manded by the Syndicate of 
Metal Workers at a 3-day ses­
sion held in Madrid last week. 
Newly-elected President of the 
Syndicate, Comrade Miguel 
Gonzales Alonso, stated:

"Our firm insistence on na­
tionalization cf war industries 
must not weaken. Nationaliza­
tion must not be delayed. The 
Republic, though a central or­
ganism, must have control of

mean to us. At the back of
our heads the question is al­
ways simmering: Will Germa­
ny provoke another Almeria? 
Will Mussolini continue to land 
thousands of more troops ? 
Will the fascists, infuriated by 
their check, turn gas loose on 
us? And we know that only 
the united forces of the com­
mon people throughout the 
world can p r e v e n t  these 
things.

It has been good talking to 
you and making this appeal to 
you, especially on July 4th. It 
was in the struggle to overth­
row English oppression that 
our declaration of Independen­
ce was forged. In this war 
of the Spanish people against 
enslavement by German and 
Italian fascism, a new charter 
of human rights is being mol­
ded.

Youth of America! We of the 
Lincoln and Washington Bat­
talions — and now we can add 
the name of the MacKenzie- 
Papineau Battalion which is 
made up of both Canadians 
and Americans — love our 
country, love it in a way £iat 
is possible only to one who is 
far awsy from It. We r a m *  

to Spain because we realized 
that to preserve the noble 
things of our country, the peo­
ple of Spain must triumph over 
international fascism. We 
want to return, but we will 
only do so with victory. You 
can help that, and help speed 
our return. ‘ Protest the far­
ce pf Non Intervention. Send 
aid for the children of Spain. 
Send medical aid. Show us 
that our home-land realizes 
its kinship with a sorely-opres- 
sed sister democracy. Salud!

J. P. L.

INDUSTRIES
these factories and be able to 
supply them with with raw ma­
terials to be used to make the 
tocls of war, so that we can 
send guns and ammunition in 
sufficient quantities to our 
comrades at the front.

“Today, more than ever, it 
is necessary to strengthen and 
increase the production of the 
Catalonian war factories. The 
nationalization of our industry 
constitutes our greatest aim 
ard desire.”

DIANA (U. G. T .).—Barra, 6. Madrid
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FASCISM WHISTLES IN THE DARK
Highly revealing, and of par­

ticular interest to u*. In Spain,
1* a series of articles and dis­
patches recently published in 
the American and British 
press. Although It I*.not ne­
cessary, at this late date, to 
cite the tsemendous amount 
ef open assistance given to 
Franco by Hitler and Musaoll- 
■t, actual figures have eo far 
been lacking. These figures 
are supplied by the British 
Dally Worker of July 29th:

“Mussolini has spent no lees 
than 2.500.000.000 lire during 
the months from January to 
Jane oh assiting General Fran­
co”, writes the Daily Worker’s 
special correspondent. "In 
addition to this Italy has bac­
ked bills with which the rebels 
have purchased supplies and 
arms directly.

“ T h is sensational figure, 
equivalent approximately to 
2fl.800.000 pounds, was given,
I am able to reveal, by the 
Duce’s Finance Minister Paolo 
Ttiaon de Revel in a report to 
a special and secret meeting 
uf the Finance Committee of 
the Italian Chamber a few 
Week* ago.”

►'AIM HUM'S “ADVENTURE”

('wiroboration of this figure, 
Mini generally of the tremen- 
llmia drainage of money and 
uutlm lulu, tia well as of men, 
which 11 alien Fascist interven- 
IInn in Spain has meant, is 
millulned In a wireless to the 
New Vi nil Times of July 4th 
by Arnaldo Cortesi, the paper’s 
C O rre » |n u id e n t  In Rome. Says 
Corteal, wlnmc status in rela­
tion to Miiiueilinl is similar to

that of William Camay to 
Franoo:

“If any (me had beea able to 
foreaen In July, 1980, the deve­
lopments of tlte Spanish civil 
war, It In doubtful whether

FRANCO

Italy would have rushed so 
light-heartedly into the adven­
ture, the end of which is still 
not in sight. It seemed at 
the beginning that a few thou­
sand volunteers and a few do­
zen airplanes would be suffi­
cient to secure General Fran­
cisco Franco’s victory...”

If any further proof were 
needed to show Mussolini's cri­
minal invasion of Spain, Cor- 
tesi’s dispatch — for the hun­
dredth time — parades the cat, 
long since out of the bag, up 
and down the street. Furt­
hermore, the date of the dis­
patch gibes perfectly with the 
Italian Finance Minister’s re­
port on the spent 2.500.000.000 
lire, which (as the Daily Wor­
ker correpondent pointed out

on July" 29th) was made “a 
few weeks ago”.

II Duce’s unofficial Ameri­
can mouthpiece is unusually 
frank. Cortesi continues:

"...Italy found herself fully 
committed to support the In­
surgents in November last 
year when she recognized the 
Franco g o v e r n me n t ,  but 
thought at that time that the 
war would not last much lon­

ger, since everything led to 
the belief that the fall of Ma­
drid, the siege of which had 
started less than a month be­
fore, was imminent.”

Further: “Now the Italians 
find themselves up to their 
necks in the Spanish civil war, 
and they are beginning to look 
around for what they are li­
kely to get from it when Ge­
neral Franco wins, as they 
think he will. The first ad­
vantage they hope to gain 
is purely negative, that they 
will avoid the loss of pres­
tige they would suffer if the 
Valencia government trium­
phed despite fascism’s best ef 
forts.”

GOERINC

The dispatch is concluded 
with a (statement concerning 
the material gains hoped for 
by Mussolini: the vast mineral 
resources of Spain, and the 
strategic land concessions so 
necessary as military bases in 
the event of war.

GERMANY AND ENGLAND

The July issue of The Labour 
Monthly supplies the factual 
material necessary to an un­
de r s t a n ding of Germany’s 
great stake in the invasion of 
Spain, and also provides the 
basic economic clue to British 
actions (Capt. Anthony Eden 
et al) in the Non-Intervention 
farce. Conrad Suden’s article, 
“Anglo-German Interests in 
Spain”, traces the complicated 
little-known network of Anglo- 
German capitalist connections 
In steel, chemical and arma­
ments trusts, as well as in the 
international banking field, 
and concludes with the signi­
ficant statement:

"The bonds between British 
and German capitalism in 
Spain do not account for the 
whole policy of British impe­
rialism in its betrayal of de­
mocracy, its alliance with fas­
cism; they do, however, cons­
titute a factor of which the 
great importance is often over­
looked.”

DWINDLING RESODIUJES

It Is no wonder then, with 
Italy and Germany (and Por­
tugal as well) so deeply sunk 
In their rapacious game in 
Spain (despite the diplomatic 
and material aid rendered by
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British capitalism) that the 
fascists of all lands are begin­
ning: to whistle in the dark tp 
keep up their dwindling cpura- 
ge. There is no need to speak 
of the critical condition in 
which the people of Germany 
find theniselvCs, nor of the wi­
despread misery of. the Italian 
people aggravated not only 
by Mussolini’s tremendous ex­
penditures in Spain but also 
by his equally enormous losses 
in Ethiopia, which even to this 
day is not completely “paci­
fied". Privation for the mas­
ses inevitably breeds opposition 
to the government, and it is 
for this reaison that the fas­
cists are forced to extend their 
stream of hopeful propaganda, 
at the same time that they 
are forced to admit the extent 
to which the "Spanish adven­
ture” has drained their trea­
suries and their manpower.

An unusual example of this 
“whistling in the dark” ap­
pears in the July 26th Issue of 
the notoriously profascist Lon­
don Daily Mail. Hopefully en­
titled "Ridding Spain of the • 
Reds”, ft also calls attention 
to the “Italian’s Big Part” in 
the dirty work. A few quo­
tations will suffice to reveal 
the tone and temper of this ar­
ticle:

"When General Franco began 
the movement to (rid Spain 
of the Reds) there were many 
who wished him well but shook 
their heads doubtfully. True 
it is that Italy... responded 
promptly to the common uni­
ty and cause. Her reropla- 
nas flew men across the straits 
to make Seville secure when 
Quiepo de Llano in that city 
was driven to every subterfu 
ge to make his handful of 
troops look like an army...”

FAILURE AT MADRID

"It (Madrid) was theirs 
(the fascists) had they not 
turned off the main Seville-Ma- 
drid road to succour the heroes 
of the Alcazar at Toledo. 
That deviation gave the Reds 
just the amount of breathing 
space necessary for them to 
turn Madrid into a network of 
redoubts and fortresses.

’’People who point out that 
Madrid is still not captured 
nevertheless know that in the 
meantime Franco has built ip, 
with the assistance of German 
and Italian material and vo­

lunteers, an army which has 
saved more than half of Spain 
for ever from the mepace of 
Bolshevism.

”1 have spoken”, says the 
Daily Mail’s correspondent, 
who, we are informed, has “la­
tely returned” from Spain, 
"with many highlyplaced Ita­
lians, and I know that from 
the generals down to the pri­
vates they all individually and 
without pressure expressed 
their anxiety to come to 
Spain”. Note that the informa­
tion comes from "highly-pla­
ced Italians”.

"Italy has played a signifi­
cant part in building the new 
Spain — so significant that it 
has been insisted that she 
must be getting territorial 
concessions like the Balearic 
Islands to compensate her. 
The answer is that Italy’s com­
pensation consists of an ordi­
nary war debt for materials 
and munitions such as the one 
we incurred with the United 
states during the World War”

There follows, at this point, 
one of the most brazen bits of

tongue-in-cheek writing which 
we have ever read:

“It is recognized by those 
who know the facts that Italy 
has throughout been inspired 
by the highest motives. She 
asked nothing more than to 
see Spain go from strength to 
strength, her territory having 
been freed from the common 
e n e m y ,  Bolshevism. Thus 
(and here we are permitted a 
glimpse of Fascist modesty), 
though the Italian troops pla­
yed a very important .part in 
the capture of Bilbao, and 
though they could have been 
the first to enter the town, 
their commanders preferred to 
remain out of the limelight un­
til the Spanish army had come 
into its own.”

All of this constitutes an im­
posing array of admissions, 
“out of their own mouths”, 
of the fascists’ role in Spain. 
Yet the articles cited were 
chosen at random out of a mass 
of similar material now appe­
aring in the English-speaking 
press. Weighing every state­
ment carefully, there can no 
longer be any doubt whatever 
of (1) the enormous aid fas­
cism has given to the traito­
rous generals, and (2) that 
this aid has drained the fas­
cist powers to so considerable 
a degree that they must now 
institute a campaign of self- 
induced cheerfulness, of "whist­
ling in the dark” to keep their 
spirits up, to hide from the 
world their moral and mate­
rial degradation and to stave 
off, for as long as possible, 
their inevitable defeat both by 
their own inner structural 
weaknesses and by the grow­
ing strength of the revitalized 
Peoples Army of the Spanish 
Republic.

S A Y S  B A R N A C L E  BILL

Said the ship owner, haughty and fat,
As he wiped off the top of his hat:

"It’s very upsetting 
’’When sea-gulls are getting 

”Class-conscious enough to do that!”
-K

TheTiine Supreme Judges are blushing.
When Washington's plumber came rushing,

He looked at the court 
And then made the report:

"Only one thing is wrong; it needs flushing.”

M IC H A E L  q U I N

P LU GG I N G 

FOR " B U T T S "  

BACK HOME

To the American Boys Who 
Do their Bit to Make Madrid 
the Tomb of Fascism:

We, the C. P. and Y, C. L. 
unit of the Altro Shop, send a 
concrete message of solidarity 
in the name of the workers of 
our shop. We hope that our 
story of how the workers here 
thankfully contributed cigaret­
tes to ease the strained nerves 
of our Lincoln Battalion may 
result in a persona! reply.

Through our shop paper, we 
put in our first plug for “butts”. 
During collections for the pa­
per a young Catholic worker 
said to a comrade, "let me be 
the first to give a pack of 
“Butts” to the boys of the Lin­
coln Battalion”.

A united front was formed 
between us and the workers 
of different political opinions. 
They joined with us, and the 
workers were able to get at 
people who wouldn’t or couldn’t 
contribute to us.

It is pleasant to relate some 
highlights of the campaign in 
order to show the unity and 
solidarity on the heartfelt sym­
pathies that all the workers 
here feel toward Spain and our 
boys. A young worker claimed 
that she couldn’t afford to con­
tribute—a week later she 
brought in a pack saying. “My 
concience bothers me”. The ma­
nager and foreman contributed 
saying "this is something about 
which we all feel the same”. 
This is an instance of how peo­
ple here have their minds and 
hearts in our struggle for you 
in the front lines, defending 
world democracy. May you car­
ry on as gloriously as you ha­
ve in the past and soon say 
“Pasaremos!”

COMRADELY YOUBS,
A ltro  S h o p  U n it  

1461 H o e  A v e n u e , C . P . ,  
5 th  A . D ., B ro n x , N . Y.
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THE P L O T  T H A T
The whole world was sur­

prised last June by a startling 
bit of news, ingeniously serv­
ed up for public consumption. 
According to the dispatches 
from Berlin a Loyalist Spanish 
submarine had attempted to 
sink a German cruiser, the 
“Leipzig”. The news had the 
unmistakable ring of a cooked- 
up plot, and the press every­
where, while giving its usual 
hospitality to the news, added 
some very skeptical comments. 
So the plot failed miserably. 
The “casus belli” so badly 
wanted petered out comple­
tely.

Now a German working on 
the “Leipzig" at the time of 
the “torpedoing" has exposed 
the whole frame-up to the
press.

“Three days before leaving 
for Mediterranean waters (says 
the seaman) all the submarine 
detectors were closely inspect­
ed, and all those found even 
slightly below the highest 
standards changed... Before 
leaving, the captain, Von Loe- 
wisch, made a very strange 
speech to the crew. He told 
them: “Our mission is very 
difficult. The eyes of all the 
nations are upon us”. That was 
all. The day the cruiser left a 
group of eleven persons came

aboard. They were completely 
unknown to the rest of the 
crew, with the exception of 
the captain. While steaming 
towards the Mediterranean, 
one ammunition store - room 
was completely emptied.

ITALIAN OFFICERS

“The ship was then visited 
by Italian and Spanish Fascist 
navy officers who me.de detailed 
inspections, especially of the 
compartment from which am­
munition had been removed. 
Several secret meetings were 
held with the foreign officers 
and the group of eleven un­
knowns. The sound detectors 
were once more inspected, as 
well as the armored plate. The 
crew was convinced that the 
purpose of the inspections was 
to find a way of torpedoing the 
boat without danger of sink­
ing it.

“The result of the inspection 
must have been negative, be­
cause soon after the “inspec­
tors” left for the "Meteor”, 
which had brought them to the 
"Leipzig”, all the removed am­
munition was returned to its 
original place.

“All these maneouvers took 
place on June 10th and 11th. 
The “Meteor” escorted the

F A I L E D
“Leipzig” until the 2lst. Dur­
ing June 19 th, 16th, 17th and 
18th, days When the attempted 
torpedoing was supposed to 
have taken place, nothing un­
usual happened on board, and 
no special precautions were ta ­
ken. Everything was quite nor­
mal. The first thing that the 
crew beard about What was 
later to baritone known to them 
as the attempted sinking, was 
shortly before the Ship entered 
tbe port of WUhelmshaven. 
The captain told them that the 
ship had been attacked by a 
Bolshevik submarine, Offlccia- 
lly only twelve people on the 
ship knew of the attempt, the 
eleven unknowns and tbe cap­
tain.

“As for the eleven strange 
guests of the cruiser, six of 
them were left on shore in 
Spain and taken to Berlin by 
plane, where they remained 
under strict watch. On June 
19th, five more followed them 
and were quartered in Tem- 
plehef and kept incommuni­
cado.

“The crew is normally given 
two weeks’ leave after such a 
trip. This time only five of the 
crew were given leave. They 
were all, significantly, rabid 
fascists. Even they, however, 
were given leave for only two

— When did Franco ray J»e was 
going to enter Madrid?

— Otl, that wo# long Before your 
time.

days, and under condition that 
they would go no further than 
twenty kilometers from the 
p o r t .  Communication with 
their families was prohibited 
bath to them and to the re­
mainder of the crew, and all- 
mall was held up.”

The Above W a condensed 
copy of the official report. 
From the account, two things 
are evident: (1) The “torpe­
doing" did not take place only 
because the inspecting officers 
did not think that it could be 
carried out with safety, and (?) 
Germany will not atop at 
anything in causing a war of 
open invasion, regardless of 
the consequences.

M o re  Poumists 

n a b b e d  as spies
Ten more spies connected, 

with the Trotskyite P. O. U. M. 
have been arrested and the po­
lice have placed them in. the 
custody of the High Spy and 
Traitors Tribunal of the Spa­
nish Government.

Documents revealing secret 
written and telegraphic codes 
have been seized. Papers refe­
rring to the underground traf­
fic of arms have also been dis­
covered. Among them are let­
ters of communication with 
outside elements, exposing con­
nections with Titter’s secret 
police. Evidence now in the 
hands of the government brings 
out the leading part these spies 
played in the May Catalonian 
uprising. In all, approximately 
300 t(.rests of Poumists have 
‘akon place, of which many 
huve been turned over to tbe 
Espionage and Treason Court.

QUIJOHNA.—After the Buttle.
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THE M O T O R  FRONT
The Transport Regiment in Prose, Poetry and Pictures

Four fellows are playing 
cards. Several are reriding the 
newspapers and newly-arrived 
letters, others are discussing 
political or other news. All are 
In the canteen of the First 
Transport Regiment. A motor­
cycle is heard. A moment la­
ter the bell sounds its chimes. 
"We Roll — Assembly”, shout 
several. The Americans of 
the second squadron fall in, 
right dress and stand at atten­
tion.

“Rolling Orders. Gas masks, 
helmets, canteens. All trucks 
up to the gate immediately", 
orders Lieutenant Clark. “Dis­
missed”. The fellows vie with 
each other to be the first in 
line. There's a dash for equip­
ment, motors roar, and the 
trucks start for the gate.

squadron for his work. Whe­
ther it is wine, foodstuffs, am­
munition or troops that they 
haul, the job is conscientiously 
and efficiently executed. Two 
hours after Brunete was ta ­
ken, the squadron of trucks 
was transporting captured pri­
soners and grain behind our 
lines. They lay outside of Qui- 
jorna for three hours waiting 
for the town to be taken to 
deliver fortification material 
and food supplies. (“An army 
travels on its stomach”). They 
carried shells to artillery 
camps. They fed the troops, 
the cannons, and the rifles and 
sometimes carried wounded to 
the hospitals.

Braving aviation bombard­
ment, consistent shelling and

*

TH K  TIIA N 8PO H T REGIM ENT (above) goes H o lly w o o d  in  a  b ig  w ay . 

Above r lg lil . T h e  b ay s  p ro u d ly  e x ib i t  s h ra p n e l  th a t  fa iled  to  g e t th em .

“Where to", shout one or two. 
“Quien sabe”, shout several in 
their newly acquired Spanish. 
And then the motor caravan 
begins.

In the recently bygone offen­
sive, the Second Squadron of 
the First Transport Regiment 
attached to the Fifth Army 
Corps of the Spanish Army 
played its part well. It was 
the Colonel of the Escorial In- 
tendencla who said that he 
wanted members of the second

strafing, they carried on their 
work. One comrade wounded 
by shrapnel, another struck 
directly by a bomb and a third 
missing testify to tb# risks.

The work is physitally and 
mentally a strain. Sometimes 
the driver keeps going for 
t h i r t y - s i x  and forty-eight 
hours, with Short catnaps in 
his seat. He is responsible 
for his truck and for its load. 
Driving in Spain demands the 
utmost caution and consistent

‘ __________  1

vigilance. The roads are nar­
row and many chauffeurs 
are just learning. He never 
has the satisfaction of strik­
ing a personal blow against a 
fascist, never finds edequate 
relief for the hatred fascism

has welled up in him. Wea­
ving his way through shells, 
ducking bombs, solitary, stea­
dily, unflinchingly, and deter­
minedly he delivers his load to 
the destinatioat Perhaps So­
metimes singing his song.

E L E G Y
(Ten Kilom eters After Gray)

T h e  c u r f e w  to l ls  th e  k n e l l  o f  p a r t i n g  
A  m o t le y  b u n c h  o f  y * h k s  r e t i r e s  to  b # 4  
O r e ls e  to  s h o o t  th e  e r a p ,  a s  th e y  w o u ld  s a y .
O r p o n d e r  on  th e i r  d a y ’s  m is d e e d s  in s te a d .

O f t ’ h a v e  I  w a n d e r e d  n e a r  s o m e  b r a c k e n -c o v e re d  b o w e r  
A n d  l i s te n e d  to  th e  ta le s  o f  d o  o r  d ie ,
T h e n  w o n d e re d  h o w  th e  f a s c i s t s  h o ld  t h e  p o w e r  
T o  s ta n d  a g a in s t  th e  m ig h t  o f  y o u  a n d  I .

B u t  s u d d e n ly  a  s u l le n  v o ic e  is  h e a rd  
E c h o in g  th r o u g h  t h e  d a r k n e s s  o f  th e  m ig h t;
T h e  h o o tin g  o w l h a s  n o th i n g  o n  th i s  b i r d  
W h o s e  o f t - r e p e a te d  c ry  is ,  “D o u s e  t h a t  JJjjfct!”

A v il la g e  H a m p d e n  m ig h t  h a v e  a r g u e d  he**,
O r p o s s ib ly  th e  p lo w m a n  w o u ld  h a v e  k ic k e d .
W e  r e a l iz e  e n o u g h  th e s e  t h i n g s  to  b e a r .
A  d e a th ly  s ile n c e  r e ig n s ;  w e  k n o w  w e ’r e  l ic k e d .

F u ll  m a n y  a  g e m  o f  w i t  t h a t ’s  s m a r t ly  s a id  
I s  s q u e lc h e d  b e n e a th  t h e  t i m b r e  o f  t h a t  v o ic e .
F u l l  m a n y  a  f lo w e ry  a d j e c t iv e  p r o f a n e  
I s  m u f f le d  in  th e  c o v e r s  o f  t h e  b ed .

A fe w  s h o r t  h o u r s  t h e y  s le e p  th e  s le e p  o f  m a n ,
S lu m b e r in g  in  th e  a t t i t u d e s  th e y  lik e .
T h e n  c r a s h in g  r o a r  o f t h u n d e r  w a k e n s  th e m ,
N o t f a s c i s t  b o m b s  —  i t ’s  j u s t  th e  v o ic e  o f  M ik e !
T h e  s ta t io n  o f  a  g o d  d o e s  h e  e n jo y ,
T h e  h e a v e n s  t r e m b le  w h e n  h e  s h o u ts ,  “C O N V O Y !”

E R N I E  P A R L O U R

F irst Transport R egim ent 
Second Squadron.
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- A N O T H E R
BUT THIS TIME JAPAN FACES 
UNIFIED CHINESE RESISTANCE

C H I N A
’Last year oar country con 

eluded an agreement wild Uct 
many against the Comintern 
Our Government is ututerta 
king action to give •//out to 
this agreement.” Hirols,.

'China is a pcacclul mini 
try and we hate constantly 
tried to settle our diuri cures 
with Japan through diplomatic 
channels. We arc a weak na­
tion, but if we arc brought to 
bay we will defend our rigai 
to a national existence to the 
last gasp." Chiung Kill Stick.

The Japanese begun their la­
test adventure In China In a 
spirit of optimism, “we will 
clean up Northern Unina... Tne 
campaign will last a month if 
conditions are favorable, two 
months if tb« Chinese resist ', 
is how a spokesman of the Ja­
panese Aimy gave his view of 
the situation, There Is reason 
to believe thal this optimism 
has now become a little tar­
nished. The Jaixinese have 
found that they art- no longer 
attacking the China of the 
Manchuria ami Jehol days—a 
country which was torn by ci­
vil war and unable to make a 
united resistance against the 
invader. The Insistent demand 
of the Chinese people and the 
wise policy of the Chinese So­
viet Government have brought 
into being a new China, far 
more united, far more able and 
determined to defend itself 
against the Fascist Imperia­
lists. For tho first time the 
Chinese will bo able to fight 
as a nation under a national 
leadership which has clearly 
and unambiguously given the 
order to resist. II Is true that 
the Nanking Government has 
as yet concluded no formal 
agreement with the Chinese So­
viets nor the Kuomlntang with 
the Communist Party, It le al­
so true that there are still men, 
holding Important positions In 
China, who will he prepared to 
commit any treason to further 
their personal ends But there 
are indications that this time 
the mas" of the Chinese people 
is more aware than ever befo­
re of what Is at stake, and will 
be able to sweep from its path

traitors and those who work 
against national unity in the 
face of the enemy.

PREPARATIONS RAPID

The Nanking Govermqfciit 
has demanded me speeding up 
oi preparations ini' defence and 
tor putting uie army on a war 
looting, it has decreed cons­
cription and mobilisation on a 
wide scale.

The soldiers cf the 29tn Ar­
my declared that they would 
not accept foreign orders to 
withdraw from tne Hopei re­
gion, and they disobeyed the 
orders of their own leaders to 
retire. When the Civil Guards 
at Tung Cheou learned that 
their leader had betrayed them, 
they mutinied and killed the 
Japanese.

At Swatow the authorities 
have ordered every family to 
prepare a reserve supply of 
food and water, and to collect 
five bags of sand for the de­
fence. Employees in Japanese 
concerns have ccme out on 
strike. The movement for boy­
cotting Japanesce goods is 
spreading. At Canton and other 
places the workers have taken 
the decision not to load Japa­
nese ships.

Unity in China is being rea­
lised in the northward march

of the columns of the Natio­
nal Chinese Army which is to 
be joined by strong contingents 
from the Chinese Red Army, 
which hag held its own during 
ten years fighting against hea­
vy odds. And in addition, the 
Chinese have the certainty 
that they will be supported by 
thousands of partisan fighters 
in the Japanese rear.

OTH ER ASPECTS

Bill if these things are new, 
there are other aspects of the 
conflict with which we are al­
ready all too familiar.

Between the aims and me­
thods of Fascists in the East 
and in the West there is a clo­
se similarity. On July 2oth the 
Japanese ambassador at Paris 
declared smilingly: “Japan is 
not so stupid as to want to ma­
ke war on China”. The aggres­
sor countries no longer formal­
ly declare war. They begin 
with a mixture of provocations, 
negotiations and hostilities, or 
they intervene to support a 
rising they have fomented.

The Japanese have shown 
that the Germans and Italians 
have not the monopoly In the 
art of bombing and machine- 
gunning civilian populations, 
and they have already staged 
their own version of Badujox,

S P A I N
EXCUSES FO B  AGGRESSION

The aims which Japanese 
Fascism is hoping to carry out 
In China bear a close resem- 
blanco to those of the German 
and Italian b asclsts in Spain, 
basclst propogandlsts, and al­
so honest people who have 
been misled, paint a tragic pic­
ture of a vast population pac­
ked Into some small islands 
and desperately needing space 
to live. But Japan has already 
detached great areas from Chi­
na and these areas have not 
been colonised by Japanese 
workers and peasants but by 
lex tile manufacturers, muni­
tion makers, bankers and sol­
diers individuals whose busi­
ness it is to enslave the Chi­
nese.

The Immediate purpose of 
Japan Is to submit Northern 
China, with its population of 
80.000.000 inhabitants, to the 
same fate us Manchuria—not 
to settle Japanese colonists, 
but to secure raw materials, a 
market for Japanese goods 
and cheap labor, and as a step 
towards tho complete conquest 
of China. Moreover the Japa­
nese want to make their rear 
safe for an eventual war with 
the Soviet Union, for it would 
be madness fer Japan tc at­
tack tho Soviet Union until a 
very vninidrrn hli■ part of Chi­
na ll completely under her con­
trol.

DOUBLE PU RPOSE

The war has a double purpo­
se. On the one hand it is inten­
ded to help Japan’s ally, Ger­
many, to wring more conces­
sions from the British Govern­
ment with regard to Spain, and 
on the other hand it is requi­
red by Japan as a trump card 
in the unsavoury game which 
she is playing with Britain for 
the division of China into 
spheres of lm uence. Japan, en­
couraged by the weakness 
which the Western powers have 
shown with regard to Spain, 
has drawn the conclusion that 
the surest way to come to 
terms with the British Govern­
ment is to confront it with an 
accomplished fact; and Eden'sVILLANUHVA HU LA CANADA
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CHINA - ANOTHER SPAIN
Statem ent on Ju ly  19th gives 
the im pression th a t  B rita in  is 
not p repared  to  p u t any  serious 
oppostion in  the w ay of the  J a ­
panese plans, in sp ite  of the  
uneasiness of the U. S. A. F o r 
a lthough B rita in  ha6 valuable 
in te rests  in China w hich would 
be seriously endangered by a  
Japanese  success, she also has 
valuable in te rests in  India 
which would also be theatened 
if the  Chinese gave a  victorious 
exam ple of how to  deal w ith 
im perialism .

Like he r E uropean  allies, 
Ja p a n  is a ttem p tin g  to  cover 
her aggression  w ith  an  Anti- 
Bulshevik veil as well as by 
the "civilising” m ission fo r 
which a ll F asc is ts  feel such a  
strong  vocation. P rince  Konoye 
describes the aim  of Japanese  
foreign  policy as being ‘‘the 
stabilisation  of E as te rn  Asia, 
which can only be assu red  by 
co-operation betw een Japan , 
M anchuria and C hina to  stop 
Com m unist penetra tio n  v ia Ou­
te r  Mongolia". Such co-opera­
tion would su it J a p a n ’s purpose 
adm irably. I t  would provide her 
with unlim ited scope fo r in te r ­
vention and would m ake the 
unification and cen tralisa tion  
of the m ovem ent fo r th e  na tio ­
nal liberation  of C hina quite 
impossible.

BREEDING MORE 
AGGRESSION

Nor would Ja p a n  be sa tis ­
fied w ith N orthern  China. The 
conquest of the N o rth  would 
tic followed by an  advance to ­
w ards the  Centre, and a f te r  
Peiping would come N anking. 
Sw atow and Shanghai would 
be a tta caed , and th en  an  a t ­
tack  would possibly fdllow on 
the  M ongolian People’s R epu­
blic, w ith all tne consequences 
th a t  th is would Involve.

Ja p a n  is heavily com m itted 
to  th is  venture. In four weeks 
it has cost he r 517 million yen. 
The price cf foodstuffs is r is ­
ing, and a  very difficult fin an ­
cial situation  confronts the m i­
lita ry  F asc is t clique who badly 
need a  rapid v icto ry  which 
m ight s ta r t  a  new w ave of jin ­
goism and save them  from  a 
rising  of th e  people.

CHINA R ESISTS

China w as never so p repared  
as now to resis t the  invaders.

The people know the  danger 
and are  ready  to  fig h t against 
it a s  a  nation. Chiang Kai 
Shek has declared th a t the 
N anking Governm ent realises 
w hat is a t  s take  and will figh t 
if needs be to the finish:

"If we a sk  for peaceonce hos-

The resu lts  of our p ropagan ­
da am ongst the enem y troops 
are  constan tly  increasing, which 
is evidence th a t the living con­
ditions in enem y te rrito ry  are  
continually  g e tting  worse, and 
th a t  our m ilitary  successes are 
hav ing  the effect of pushing 
both the civilian population 
and the soldiers to rebellion 
against the fa sc is t oppression.

The m utin ies of Granada, 
M,otril, A guilar del Campo 
(Santander) are bu t a  confir­
m ation of our assertions. The 
Increasing desertions to our li­
nes a re  still another evidence. 
All of these  events do not oc­
cur spontaneously. They are 
th e  resu lt of our w ork, of all 
our w ork, behind th e  enemy 
lines.

We have the report of Com­
rade V ittori, of our 15th In ­
ternational Brigade. Here is 
w ha t he w rites, under the t i t l e :

“WORK IN THE ENEMY 
LINES”

"W e speak  every n ight to 
the  enemy, using a  m icropho­
ne and a  loud speaker. This 
w ork is carried  on in a  strictly- 
erganized m anner, and no one 
is perm itted  to speak  w ithout 
the control of the Battalion 
Com missar. The sub jects for 
these speeches a re  the follo­
wing :

"1. R eading of the W ar Bul­

letin.
"2. W hy we fight.
"3. W hat happens within 

our lines, com pared to  w hat 
happens w ithin theirs.
~ ”4. Why H itler and Musso­
lini send troops to Spain.

”5. T hat we shall inevita-

tilities have been begun, condi­
tions would be imposed on us 

which would be equivalent to 
the enslavem ent and destruc ­
tion of China.

"We m ust realise th a t  if  we 
h esita te  and allow ourselves to 

be deceived by the  hope of 

tem porary  security  we are 
lost."

bly win against the  enem y a r ­
my.

”6. Crimes com m itted by 
the  invading troops w hich ca ­
m e to  help Franco.

”7. How we tre a t our p ri­
soners.

”8. Advice on how to  w ea­
ken  the  fasc is t arm y.

"These and a  num ber of 
other, sim ilar sub jects have 
been p a r t of the w ork  which 
has been followed sy stem ati­
cally  by the men of our B riga ­
de for m any  weeks. H ere are 
the  results.

"On Ju ly  15th a  soldier from  
th e  rebel cam p cam e over to 
us. On the  23rd two m ore ca ­
m e over to  us with rifles and 
grenades. D uring the n ig h t of 
A ugust 1st 23 soldiers, am ong 
whom were a  corporal and  a 
non-commissioned officer, ca ­
m e over to us carry ing  eleven 
rifles, a  sub-m achinsgun and 
cartrid g es.”

PROPAGANDA EFFECTIVr

As you see, the resu lts  are 
im portant.

According to sta tem en ts  m a­
de by the deserters, our p ro ­
pag an d a  h as  m ade a  powerful 
im pression upon the enemy 
troops; it has in m any  cases 
demoralized them ; i t  has  aw a ­
kened th e ir an ti-fascist sen ti­
m ents, and th u s deprived F ra n ­
co of som e of his troops.

The deserte rs affirm  th a t the 
enemy is considerably dem ora­
lized and that, were it not for 
the extreme, difficulties invol­
ved, there would be desertions 
daily.

Such resu lts  as these  prove

In  a  m essage to the  Spanish 
people, the  P residen t of the 
Chinese Soviet Governm ent de­
clared :

“We know th a t  your victory 
will help us in  our struggle  
ag a in st Fascism . Your cause is 
ours.”

We send back th a t m essage 
to the  Chinese people.

A . M. E .

th a t  we m u st increase the in ­
ten s ity  of our work.

One of th e  23 deserters said 
to our com rades: “If  we could 
have com m unicated w ith each 
other, not only could we have 
organized the’ escape, but we 
could have caused the  deser­
tion of whole com panies.”

H ere is a  problem  us to  sol­
ve: how to  organize o u r work 
behind the  enem y lines, not 
only for the purpose of causing 
desertions but also fo r the  or- 
'■cn ization  of a tta c k s  against 
tn e  enem y positions.

DIFFICULT AND DELICATE

I t  is evident th a t, had  we 
been able to  com m unicate w ith 
the courageous soldiers who 
deserted to  our lines, we could 
have organized a  real surprise 
which m ig h t have brought us 
g re a t results.

I know th a t  the  problem  is a 
d ifficult and also  a  very  deli­
cate one, b u t it is one which 
m ust be faced by our C om ra­
des and by our Com missars.

The me,rale of the enemy is 
so low th a t we m u st tak e  ad ­
van tage  of i t  by an audacious 
plan and no t m erely th rough  
sim ple propaganda.

lo u d sp eak e rs  to  every front!
On all. fron ts we m u st carry  

on  system atic w ork  in the  ene­
m y lines.

On all fron ts m ust we study 
carefully  th e  possibilities of 
d isin tegra ting  the  enem y fo r­
ces and of a ttra c tin g  them  to 
our side.

H ere, I repeat, is one of the 
m ost im portan t task s fo r our 
Com m issars and our soldiers.

L U I G I  G A L L O

PROPAGANDA BEHIND ENEMY LINES 
A Task for Our Political Commissars
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IETTERS
f r o m

H O M E
With this issue we are  c re a t­

ing m new departm ent, a  de­
partm ent whose continued life 
«|opt*ndH on our readers. W hen­
ever possible we shall publish 
lellers from  home —  from  
friends, parents, wives, hro- 
I Iters to Am erican, English 
snd Canadian volunteers in 
MfMtlll, Needless to  say, no na- 
lltew will be used. We u rge  all 
mu renders to help build this 
• M psrtm ent by sending their 
letlers or copies of le tte rs  to 
I lie Editor.

*

O N E  M U S T  BE BL IND
One must be blind,
must have, as though placed III Ills eyes, splinters of

| glass,
quicklime, 
burning sand,
not to see the light emanating from our deeds, 
illuminating our tongues from wit bin, 
our every word.

One must wish to die without a testam ent of glory
[and happiness,

without participation in future hymns, 
ignored by the judges of the sombre past.

One must wish, while still alive, to be of the past, 
a bloody hindrance, 
a dead thing, 
a, dry oblivion.

K A F A K L A L H K K T I

“Itear L...:

I received your last le tte r 
ImnI week, but since then  I  h a ­
ve read how you were w oun­
ded; and believe me th a t  I am 
vary proud of you and hope 
that you w eren’t  seriously 
hurl We all know th a t  your 
effort* to fight fo r liberty  and 
against fascism  will not be in
vulti,

We over here, my son, are 
trying In our own way to  as 
*1*1 In the fight for liberty- 
loving Hpuln, although our ef 
fo ils  m e feeble compared with 
vour flaking your life In tlila 
flglil for the oppressed

Don't worry about ua here. 
W e  ate gelling along fine W e  

an  all In good health and I'm 
I all tig helped Mliannlally by 
Vinil in ul loo a and M in i in II la 
roil Dial we aia all eoneerned 
ahoiil If them la anything you 
tequil a I hit! la III our power In 
glr» plena* lei ti« hittiw ami we

will do cu r u tm ost to see th a t 
you get it... I hope th is  le tter 
finds you in good sp irit and 
sufficiently  recovered so th a t 
ycu m ay answ er im m ediately. 
W ith love from  all, and espe­
cially from.

Y our proud F a th er, J...
Brooklyn, N. Y, Ju ly  11, 

1937.”

*

“D ear B lacky and C om ra­
des:

W as m ighty glad to hear 
th a t you arrived  a t your des­
tination and are  now in h a r ­

m's* A a foi I lie •I'titlnll lie 
i e  we Imve In eii  moving fuel  

We Willi  a p i c u l  victory III ti l l '

local union elections: we elec­
ted  X fo r president, Y fo r re ­
cording sec re tary  and Z as log­
g e rs’ business agent. W e've a l ­
so been doing a  good job of 
g e ttin g  new m em bers and col­
lecting ano ther bunch of bud­
dies fo r you com rades. I  m y­
self am  cu t of the runn ing  re ­
gard ing  that, as H. is soon 

going to Seattle  to  reinforce J., 
and the  section decided th a t  I 
am  to replace him here. This 
will tak e  place within the next 
two weeks. I  sure will have to 
get in and dig ha rd er than  
ever before to  keep the section 
going as well as H. has, but 1 
will give you com rades my 
p ro le ta rian  oath  that, with the 
help of the re st of the buys, I 
will do it o r  go down trying

Your brother, Red, mill the (' 
boys are all working ul Mug 
iuaw, and I am working ul 
Poison 5. Much liilimwl wna 
shown by nil the buys when 

news got out I lull you hud 
left; the P. I even gave II u 
write-up, no fouling We will 
sis in give uu ii f fit 11 In nilse 
ruiiils fur you boys mid || will 
go uver big

A Iwn ilnv si I'llie nl pnlsiin 
wnn won puuilii I be Western 
i iinip Inin lie* n idml down sin 
in vmi tell ss  Hie cedur inn i'­
ll el weld blunt'v, bill nil ntliers 
me running strung. All Itienli 
him voting on the 0 , J, (). 
question, results to be known 
soon, end u favorable vote Is

N A IIO N A I a'A I I I U M I  UNION ORRKTN 
h i ximi N IN MPAIN

I In fo 1 l o l u g  Pitli legintii Iiiim ju s t  lies'll it  
I 'C l l l s l  I l l ' l l ' |

* N M | i  P IINVI  VI ION (J It F I T S  ( l i  lt 
I IKOTHI ICA IH JH T I N I !  l l l l l  IIEMOIRAI \ 
HTOP YOU HAVE <n R UOMTLKTE SIJP. 
PORT. .1014 r iUCKAN I II AIRM AN, T i l l )  
MAH IIAV, HKORKTARY."

HENRI THE V 8

expected. M aritim e Federation  
is also now balloting on same. 
R eturn  from  Sailors Union on 
C. I. O. w ent ten to one fo r 

C. I. O. Puget Sound council 
officers a re  try in g  to  sab o ta ­
ge vote on C. I. O. by not send­
ing out balle ts to m em bership, 
but the rank  and file is de­
m anding ballots and will riot 
be sabotaged..

The B lagin Mill hail a  two- 
day strik e  over w age raises, 
which w as won hands down. 
R. N. su re  took It hard  about 
his defeat; the  reactionaries 
cam e out with a big red ba it­
ing scare Just before the elec­
tion, but It only helped win 
for us

We hud an Aid fo r Spain 
drive Iwu weeks ago and ra i ­
sed 125 dollars and also  a  la r ­
ge trueUload of clothes. Soon 
we will stu rt ano ther drive and 
m ake a  big cleanup to send 
c igarettes, send cigarettes, 
send c igarettes and m ore ci­
garettes, and a  hell of a  lot of 
other th ings to you boys. You 
Can expect a  lot of th e  o ther 

buys here to  join you soon.
With revolutionary  g ree t­

ings, W. .
Aberdeen, Wush, Juno 27, 

1037."

¥

Rem em ber: If you have any 
Intters you th ink  would be of 
general Interest, send then 
along to The Volunteer, S. R. 
I, P laza del Altozano, 63, E , 
Albucete.
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ON THE NATIONALIZATION OF INDUSTRY
T H E  F IR S T  O F  A  S E R IE S  O F  M E E T I N G S  T O  B E  H E L D  I N  M A D R I D

Serious threats to internal 
peace, plotted by elements 
having a childish conception of 
war and of social revolution, 
and by tools of fascism at­
tempting to agitate the mas­
ses with the slogans and de­
ceptions indicated by Trotzky, 
have impelled the Communist 
Party of Spain to initiate a se­
ries of mass meetings.

The purpose o f these mass 
meetings is not only to present 
the' program of the Commu­
nist Party, but largely to po­
pularize the aims of ;the Po­
pular Front Government.

In this work of propaganda 
the Socialist Party is concurr­
ing enthusiastically, giving 
evidence that the unification of 
the two main proletarian par­
ties of Spain is being accom­
plished and that the joint 
work is proceeding with in­
creasing intensity even before 
the actual formality of unifica­
tion has been carried out.

The meeting held at the Ci­
ne Salamanca on Sunday, Au­
gust 8, was one of many held 
at the same time in many parts 
of Spain, and also the first of 
a series. That there was a need 
for such a meeting was best 
shown by the kind of speeches 
made.

We have been told repeated­
ly that Catalonia wanted auto­
nomy, and also that it wanted 
a complete separation froan 
the rest of Spain. Such a theo­
ry was very convenient to tho­
se who wanted to do as they 
pleased and needed a theory to 
defend their misdeeds. And 
their misdeeds were as many 
as they were varied. Last May 
these very same elements 
thought they had sufficient 
strength to victoriously chal­
lenge the government. But 
that was only a spectacular 
evidence of the seriousness of 
the danger they represented. 
Because these disorders had 
been confined chiefly to Cata­
lonia, and because the idea of 
national autonomy had been 
misinterpreted, both there and 
in the rest of Spain, especially

by the enemies of the Popular 
Front Government, a pessimis­
tic belief grew everywhere that 
Catalonia was not only a na­
tional problem but also prac­
tically a lost province. It was 
for the purpose of dispelling 
this belief and to inform Ma­
drid of what the workers of 
Catalonia were doing that Ra­
fael Vidiella, member of the 
Catalonian Government and 
leading member of the Unified 
Socialist Party of Catalonia, 
was among the speakers at 
the meeting.

W a r industries

We all know that one of the 
chief weaknesses of Loyalist 
Spain in the waging of its war 
of Independence is the lack of 
a real war industry, Catalonia 
was hoped to be the region 
where such an industry could 
be Created. But in the way of 
the formation of such an in­
dustry there were obstacles of 
a technical nature as well of a 
psychological nature, Vidiella 
said.

The Spanish aristocracy ne­
ver allowed Catalonian indus­
try to develop in the direction 
of a potential war ""industry. 
The bourgeoisie knew full well 
that the industrial proletariat 
of Catalonia was a constant 
threat to its hegemony. The 
metal industry especially was 
kept within the limits of small 
production. The most develo­
ped industrial region of Spain, 
containing a lso  no sm all 
amount of mineral wealth, re­
mained an anemic industrial 
region, that is an industry 
which had importance only in 
relation to the much less de­
veloped industry of the rest of 
Spain. Such a condition could 
not be remedied in four days. 
Not only was it necessary to 
reorganize the industry, but it 
was neccessary to reorganize 
the political structure of the 
whole region.

While the industry was 
found out to be unequal to the 
task, and in need of important

changes, the psychology of the 
working class had also to un­
dergo a serious Change. Cata­
lonia was the region where the 
“organization of indiscipline” 
was a much cherished slogan. 
And by organization of indis­
cipline was meant that everyo­
ne could do as he damn plea­
sed, that every factory coun­
cil could ignore every thing 
else outside of itself, and that 
every town council, where any 
existed, could find its orders 
flouted by anyone, with full 
impunity, because of a state of 
mind altogether too prevalent. 
Such a situation was ideal un­
der the old regime for the pur­
pose of paralyzing the conduct 
of the existing social structu­
re. Even then such conduct 
could not have positive re­
sults. But in war time, under 
social revolutionary conditions, 
it became clear that the con­
tinuation of such a policy was 
of the greatest help only to 
the fascists in the trenches 
and beyond. The necessary 
educational work has been un­
dertaken and Catalonia is im­
proving in a very promising 
manner. Production, which had 
fallen off scandalously, is deci­
dedly on the increase. Many 
war necessities are now being 
produced quite efficiently and a 
feeling of general optimism is 
growing about the share that 
Catalonia will contribute to 
the winning of the war.

This is taking place parallel 
with the growth of the Uni­
fied Socialist Party formed by 
the merger of four separate 
parties which had, at the time 
of unification, a combined 
membership of about 7.000 
members; and which during 
war time, and in spite of se­
rious opposition of dangerous 
but very influential elements, 
has grown to a membership of 
well over 60.000.

The problem presented by 
Comrade Vicente Uribe, Mi­
nister for Agriculture, was ano­
ther one, but closely related 
with the statements made by 
Vidiella.

Unification in Spain today 
is not merely a political pro­
blem concerning the parties 
involved. It is an extremely ur­
gent problem on which the 
whole course of the war de­
pends. It is clear that those 
who like to organize indisci­
pline are not fit to carry on 
the war and that victory can­
not come through them.

They have lorded it in many 
villages and in all too great a 
number of industries. But the 
Spanish proletariat is in this 
fight to win, and it will not 
allow anything to remain in 
the way of the fight for vic­
tory. As Uribe well said, their 
attempts to raise their head at 
this moment is a sure indica­
tion of their admission that it 
is a matter of “now or never’.

Here is a quotation from Uri­
be’s speech:

“When the question arises of 
the nationalisation of industry, 
when it becomes important to 
mobilize this or that shop for 
war industry purposes, these 
new rich come out with their 
fancy notions that they are the 
enemies of the Government and 
of the State, while at the sa­
me time they build little go­
vernments of their own and do 
as it damn pleases them. And 
these new rich, whose wealth 
will not last long, when thedr 
dividends are not quite suffi­
cient, know how to go to the 
very same Government whose 
enemies they say they are, and 
do not mind asking for more 
money.

“These elements, who are so 
opposed to government con­
trol of the economic means of 
the nation, are part of the cho­
rus of owls hooting in the 
night without the least con­
cern for the aims and needs 
of the people. First they hold 
the money which is not theirs, 
and then they are foreve" 
yelping at the government for 
more and ever more money.

"They are mistaken.”

H. A.

DIANA (U. G. T.).—Larra, C. Madrta
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THE FIGHT FOR DEMOCRACY AT HOME
I »i> Gallagher, the author 

• ( the accompanying article, 
needs iio Introduction to the 
American volunteers. Since 
Mm' organization of the inter- 
■mHIiiiimI Labor Defense In 1925 
be haa defended, in California, 
lliniinande of workers falsely 
■•reeled for attempting to 
eternise the democratic rights 
they supposedly possessed un­
der (lie Bill of Rights. He 
haa Isen attorney for Tom 
Mouneyi and he wes sent to 
Germany In 1938 to defend Dl-

■llroff, framed on the prepos- 
erone charge of having burned 

th e  lletohstag building in Ber­
lin. Recently Leo Gallagher 
Man the attorney for the de- 
l«'iidnnls In the famous Sacra 
mmto Criminal Syndicalism 
trial Two years ago, running 
(>*r llie Supreme Court In (lu­
ll lor Ills, he polled 141.IKM vo­
tes Uie largest ever reaor- 
rtisl by a p ro g ressiv e  nr labor 
•wndldate. — Editor's Note.

Nil one ntn well deny tlm' 
llitl'e lias Iwtui lit Ilia Inst Iwo 
rati a a gn.i itilviuinn In Mie or- 
ganlriilInn nf Ilia iirngrnsalva 
Innas nf Ilia Hulled Stales
II Mil,.wing Hie Hulled Siewww 
F mII,,wing Ilia l leneisl HI like III 
Ms,i FieiMdson III HUM Hie HIM - 
mints winkers nf Ilia Weal
Una Ml     I Indi fumes
Mild sihlevwl millV bV Ilia or> 
gMideallnit nf His tisHllms C'e 
Torsi Inn of Ills Pacific,

Tile Iniigaboieinen, aniline 
and other insrillme worksre of 
the Eael and Utiir coasts, us 
well ns on Hie Great 1-akes, 
soon recognised the correct 
tactics used on the Puclflc, and 
proceeded to repudiate their

old leadership. As a conse­
quence, it will not be long be­
fore we shall find in the Uni­
ted States a powerful, unified 
National Maritime Federation.

— AND THE C. I. O.

The successes of the mariti 
me workers have been dupli­
cated in other fields. John

Probably everyone has wan­
ted time and again to know 
just how many troops Franco 
has at his disposal and what 
he can count on for reserves. 
Izviwtia's military expert Go­
lubov has provided us with a 
line analysts of the human re­
sources of the rebels. Not con­
tent to show that Franco can 
put no more than 2(0.000 to 
270.000 men In the llelils as an 
Army of combat, with 70,000 to 
tOO.000 of these on the Ma­
drid fronts (not counting Gua­
dalajara), Golubov trace* the 
men to their sources,

At the beginning of the war 
there were 100.000 to 120 (100 
soldiers carried over to the re 
bcllton; adding Civil Guards 
and other militarized tsslles, 
we get from 130.000 to 1(0.000, 
with the requet6s and l’hnlnn 
xlata the Army of Rebellion 
would total 200.000. In Decern 
bar 1936 five years’ consort pi* 
were called up, so that at the 
beginning of 1937 the total 
manpower for the year came 
to 870.000 or 390.000, consist­
ing of 200.000 recruits and

L. Lewis and his associates, 
conscious of the impotence of 
“craft” union organization In 
steel, rubber, auto and other 
basic Industries, set out to or­
ganize hundreds of thousands 
of unorganized workers in the­
se and other fields. Their 
success has been Immediate 
and overwhelming. Millions 
of workers are now organized

miscellaneous forces for secon­
dary fronts and local garri­
sons, etc., 110.000 to 120.000 
soldiers, 60.000 to 70.000 re- 
quetes and Fascists of the Pha-

Iiiiih Malians, Germans mid 
Moors arrived steadily during 
19117 Thu Intervention tronpa 
totalled gome 120.000 to 180.000 
uml by July not loss than

,<;.M1 t t e u e d  o n  p a g e  2 )

into the C. I. O. and additional 
thousands are being added 
every week.

On the other hand, the reac­
tionary forces controlling the 
economic life of the country 
are not blind to the threat 
which powerful union organi­
zation will mean to their dic­
tatorial powers and privileges. 
They have converted their fac­
tories into armed fortresses, 
manned by gangsters, labor 
spies and provocateurs, who 
mislead or by threats force 
thousands of misguided work­
ers to act as scabs. In this 
they are helped by the orga­
nization and use of company 
unions.

The struggle between the 
progressive force* of labor and 
the reactionary forces of pri- 
vllego is becoming more bit­
ter from day to day. The 
reactionaries, In this situation, 
Instinctively turn to their old 
ally or rather their historic 
servant, the State — for aid. 
But here too conditions are 
changing.

POLITICAL TREND IN II. S.

The rank and file of the 
Americnn people have become 
aroused by the destruction of 
democratic rights In Germany 
and Italy. Just as France 
and Spain organized great uni­
ted fronts In defense of demo­
cracy, so lu America the pro­
gressive forces have begun to 
cleot candidates on the basis 
of previous, proven records 
rather than upon the former 
candidates chosen by the reac­
tionaries. As a result, the poli­
tical apparatus in the United

FRANCO’S MAN-POWER
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