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THE FIGHT FOR DEMOCRACY AT HOME

I»0 Gallagher, the author
ef the accompanying article,
needs no introduction to the
American volunteers.  Since
the organization of the inter-
national Labor Defense in 1925
he has defended, in California,
thousands of workers falsely
arrested for attempting to
exercise the democratic rights
they supposedly possessed un-
der the Bill of Rights. He-
llas been attorney for Tom
Mooney; and he wee sent to
Germany in 1938 to defend Di-
ptroff, framed on the prepos-
.erous charge of having burned
the Reichstag building in Ber-
lin.  Recently Leo Gallagher
was the attorney for the de-
fendants in the famous Sacra-
mento Criminal Syndicalism
trial.  Two years ago, running
for the Supreme Court In Ca-
lifornia, he polled 248.000 vo-
tes — the largest ever recor-
ded by a progressive or labor
candidate. — Editor’s Note.

No one can well deny that
there has been in the last two
yoara ii grat advance in the or-
ganization of the progressive
force* of the United States.
Following the United Scewww
Following the General Strike in
San Fmnolido In 1984, the ma-
ritime workers of the West
Coast Consolidated their forces
and achieved unity by the or-
ganization of He Maritime Fe-
deration of the I’aclfic.

The longshoremen, sailors
and other mnrlllmi- workers of
the East and (lolf rousts, ns
well as on tile ((rent Lakee,
soon recognized the correct
tactics used on the Pacific, and
proceeded to repudiate their

old leadership. As a conse-
quence, it will not be long be-
fore we shall find in the Uni-
ted States a powerful, unified
National Maritime Federation.

—ANDTHEC. I. O
The successes of the marili

me workers have been dupli-
cated in other fields. John

L Lewis and his associates,
conscious of the impotence of
“craft” union organization in
steel, rubber, auto and other
basic industries, set out to or-
ganize hundreds of thousands
of unorganized workers in the-
se and other fields. Their
success has been immediate
and overwhelming.  Millions
of workers are now organized

FRANCO'S MAN-POWER

Probably everyone has wan-
ted time and again to know
just how many troops Franco
has at his disposal and what
he can count on for reserves.
Izvestia's military expert Go-
lubev has provided us with a
fine analysis of the human re-
sources of the rebels. Not con-
tent to show that Franco can
put no more than 240000 to
270.000 men in the fields as an
Army of combat, with 70.000 to
100000 of these on the Ma-
drid fronts (not counting Gua-
dalajara), Golubev traces the
men to their sources.

At the beginning of the war
there were 100.000 to 120.000
soldiers carried over to the re-
bellion; adding Civil Guards
and other militarized bodies,
we get from 130.000 to 140.000;
with the requetds and Phalan-
xistS the Army of Rebellion
would total 200.000. In Decemt
ber 1936 five years’ conscripts
were called up, so that at the
lieglnning of 1937 the total
manpower for the year came
to 370.000 or 390.000, consist-
ing of 200000 recruits and

miscellaneous forces for secon-
dary fronts and local garri-
sons, etc., 110000 to 120.000
soldiers, 60.000 to 70.000 re-
quetds and Fascists of the Pha-

lanx. Italians, Germans, and
Moor* arrived steadily during
1937. The Intervention troops
totalled some 120,000 to 130.000
and by July not less than

(CanthiHcd on page 2)

Into the C 1. O and additional
thousands are being added
every week.

On the other hand, the reac-
tionary forces controlling the
eeonomic life of the country
are not blind to the threat
which powerful union organi-
zation will mean to their dic-
tatorial powers and privileges.
They have converted their fac-
tories into armed fortresses,
manned by gangsters, labor
spies and provocateurs, who
mislead or by threats force
thousands of misguided work-
ers to act as scabs. In this
they are helped by the orga-
nization and use of company
unions.

The struggle between the
progressive forces of labor and
the reactionary forces of pri-
vilege Is becoming more bit-
ter from day to day. The
reactionaries, in this situation,
Instinctively turn to their old
ally  or rather their historic
servant, the State — for aid.
But here too conditions are
changing.

POLITICAL TREND IN U. S.

The rank and file of the
American people have become
aroused by the destruction of
democratic rights in Germany
and Italy. Just as France
and Spain organized great uni-
ted fronts in defense of demo-
cracy, so in America the pro-
gressive forces have begun to
elect candidates on the basis
of previous, proven records
rather than upon the former
candidates chosen by the reac-
tionaries. As a result, the poli-
tical apparatus in the United
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States, while far from ideal, is
at least more favorable to labor
than in the past. A number
of public officials are fearles-
sly exposing the past hypo-
crisies of the political and la-
bor fakirs alike.

Under this influence, a suf-
ficient number of cowardly and
even reactionary public offi-
cials have been forced to legis-
late and interpret laws in fa-
vor of labor. During the Roo-
sevelt administration a num-
ber of measures have been
enacted which are really epo-
chal in the labor field — no-

Leu Callaghi-r.

tably the National Labor Re-
lations Act, commonly known
as the Wagner Labor Law.
This law guarantees to the
workers the right to organize
into unions of their own choi-
ce. It therefore in effect out-
laws the company union —
the main obstacle to genuine
union organization.  After
the passage of this act, the
great American corporations,
with their usual cynical dis-
regard of law, continued to
violate workers rights as they
had done in the past. They
felt that they might safely
count upon the United States
Supreme Court — the last ci-
tadel of. reaction — to decla-
re the Wagner Act unconstitu-
tional.

TORIES DEFEATED

But here again the reactio-
naries failed to take into ac-
count the changed political
set-up.  The fsmocis drive to
reform the Supreme Court was
Initiated. ~ As a result of this
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campaign, which was organi-
zed around the issue of curtail-
ing the powers of the Court,
that body came into such dis-
repute and weis SO dicredited
that it did not dare to declare
the Wagner Act unconstitutio-
nal.  The right of workers to
bargain collectively through
agencies of their own choice
was judicially recognized.
Meanwhile the Lafollette Civil
Liberties Committee was ex-
posing the lawlessness of the
great American corporations
on the industrial field.

That the struggle for La-
bor’s rights has not been an
easy one, and that reaction is
organizing to destroy all ves-
tiges of democratic .rights in
America may be seen from the
fact that the struggle to re-
form the United States Supre-
me Court was defeated, des-
pite the fact that the majority
of the American people were
behind the effort.

All these events in America
are directly linked up with the
fascist invasion of Spain, and
with the Washington-Lincoln
Battalion —the American ad-
vance guard in the struggle
for the defense of democratic
rights in the United States.

Both the progressive and the
reactionary forces in America
are closely following events in
Spain. The reactioniaries
fully realize that a fascist vic-
tory in Spain would result in
a general strengthening of
fascism throughout the world,
and therefore also in the Uni-
ted States. With such a
swing to *¢« right, they would
redouble their espionage and
terrorism, and break the labor
union movement throughout
the country.

AMERICA WATCHES US

The progressive forces, on
the other hand, know that the
victory of democracy in Spain
will immediately strengthen
the united front, democratic
forces throughout the world,
and specifically in the United
States. It is for this reason,
and to give a concrete proof
of solidarity with Republican

Spain, that the Maritime Fe-
deration of the Pacific called
a general strike of its 40.000
members a few weeks ago,

The role of the members of
the Washington-Lincoln Batta-
lion can best be understood
when one realizes that the
fight in Spain is likely to sha-
pe the future of society throug-
hout the world for years to
come.

For this reason, we in Ame-
rica scan each day’s paper for
news about the Washington-
Lincoln Battalion.  We have
read with pride the record of
your struggles — volunteers
who on foreign fields are de-
fending American democracy.

To the Washington-Lincoln
Battalion. Salud!

IF.0 GALLAGHER

BROOKLYN SHIP YARD
SEES MASS PICKETING

Blunt refusal of the mana-
gement of Robin Dry Dock
Co. to negotiate a settlement
with 15.000 workers on strike
for over seven weeks, brought
out a mass picket of more
than 3.500 workers before the
yards.

A similar demonstration took
place before the Sisco Plant
of the United Ship Yards
Corp. at Mariners Harbor,
Staten Island.

Several truckloads of stri-
kers from the Hoboken Tjen-
jen & Lang Yards participated
in the Staten Island mass
picketing. A very large per-
centage of Irish-Americans
participated in the picketing
together with their wives.

FRANCO'S MAN-POWER

(Continued from page 2.)

20.000 to 25.000 more Moors
had been recruited. Thus
Franco began the second year
of war with from 390.000 to
440.000 men, when we have de-
duted his years’ losses of
150.000 men. Troops needed in
Morocco, secondary forces, au-
xilliary groups, local detach-
ments absorb from 150.000 to
175.000 men, leaving a maxi-
mum  figure of 240.000 to
270.000 for his Army of Com-
bat.

When the Government offen-
sive began at Brunete, the Fas-
cists maintained some 70.000

men on the entire Madrid
front with the exception of the
Guadalajara side. It was re-
ported that they had decided
to increase their forces around
Madrid to 100.000, utilizing
Italians, in view of the increa-
sed mobility of the People’s
Army.

Franco himself summarizes
his manpower problem in his
proposals for a new rebel of-
fensive: Mussblini and Hitler
must give him 125.000 men or
he cannot move, he reports.

Which amply reveals his
condition.

*REST IN PEACE. Mussolini gets ni« bird.

The following address was
made by Langston Hughes,
outstanding American poet and
novelist, at the Second Inter-
national Writers Congress in
Paris, a month ago.

Members of the Second In-
ternational Writers Congress
and people of Paris: | come
from a land called America, a
democratic land, a rich land
- and yet a land whose demo-
cracy from tne very beginn-
ing has been tainted with race
prejudice born of slavery, and
whose richness has been pou-
red through the narrow chan-
nels of greed into the hands
of the few. | come to the Se-
cond International Writers
Congress representing my
country, America, but most
especially representing the Ne-
gro peoples of America, and
the poor peoples of America

because I am both a Negro
and poor. And that combina-
tion of color and of poverty
gives me the right then to
speak for the most oppressed
group in America—that group
that has known so little of de-
mocracy — the fifteen million
Negroes who dwell within our
borders.

We are the people who ha
ve long known in actual prac-
tice the meaning of the word
fascism—for the American at-
titude toward us has always
been one of economic and so-
cial discrimination: In many
States of our country Negroes
are not permitted to vote or

lu hold political office. In so-
me mui'Uciim freedom of move-
inenl Im hrently hindered, es-
pecially If we happen to be
Nharouropprtt™M on the cotton
plantation* of the South. All
ever America we know what
it ih to he tnfuNcd admittan-
ce to aohoola and collegi'*, to
theatre* and ooneert hall*, to
hotels and restauranth. We
Negro writetM know what it In
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TOO MUCH OF RACE

to be unable to work in edi-
torial offices, or write for the
motion pictures. We know Jim-
Crow cars, race-riots, lynch-
;ngs, the sorrows of the Scotts-
boro boys. In America, Negroes
do not have to be told what
fascism is in action. We know.
Its theories of Nordic supre-

macy and economic suppres-
sion have long been realities
to us.

FASCISM ON WORLD SCALE

And now we view Fascism
cn a world scale: Hitler in
Germany with the abolition of
labor unions, his tyranny over
the Jews, and the sterilization
of the Negro children of Co-
logne; Mussolini In Italy with
his banning of Negroes on the
theatrical stages, and his ex-
peditions of slaughter in
Ethiopia; the Military Party
in Japan with their little maps
of how they’ll conquer the
whole world, and their savage
treatment of the Koreans and
Chinese; Batista and Vincent,
the littie American - made ty-
rants of Cuba and Haiti; and
now Spain, and Franco with
his absurd cry of “Viva Es-
pafia” in the hands of Italians,
Moors, and Germans invited to
help him achieve “Spanish uni-
ty”. Absurd, but true!

We Negroes of America are
tired of a world divided super-
ficially on the basis of race and
color but in reality on the
basis of poverty and power —
the rich over the poor, no mat-
ter what their color. We Ne-
groes of America are tired of
a world in which it is possible
for any one group of people
to say to another, “You ha-
ve no right to happiness, or
freedom, or the joy of life”.
We are tired of a world whe-
re forever we work for someo-
ne e\se and the profits are not
ours. We are tired of a world
where, when we raise our voi-
ces against oppression, we are
Immediately jailed, intimida-
ted. beaten, sometimes lynched.

Nicolas Guillen has been in
prison in Cuba, Jacques Rou-
main in Haiti, Angelo Hern-
don in the United States. The
great Indian writer, Raj
Anand, cannot come to the
Writers Congress in Paris be-
cause the British police have
taken his passport from him.

“MURDER IS NOTHING”

| say, we darker peoples of
the earth are tired of a world
in which things like that can
happen. And we see in the
tragedy of Spain how far the
world-oppressors will go to re-
tain their power. To them, now,
the murder of women and
children is nothing. Those who
have already practiced bomb-
ing the little villages of
Ethiopia, now bomb Guernica

and Madrid. The same Fascists
who forced Italian peasants to
light in Africa now force Afri-
can Moors to fight in Europe.
They do not care about color
when they can use you for
profits or for war. Japan at-
tempts to force the Chinese of
Manchuria to work and fight
under Japanese supervision for
the glory and wealth of the To-
kio  bourgeoise—one colored

people dominating another at
the point of guns. Race means
nothing when it can be tur-
ned to Fascist use. And yet ra-
ce means everything when
fascists of the world use it as
a bugaboo and a-terror to keep
the working masses from gett-
ing together.

Just as in America, they tell
the whites that Negroes are
dangerous brutes and rapists,
so in Germany they he about
the Jews, and in Italy they
cast their verbal spit upon the
Ethiopians. And the old myths
of race are kept alive to hurt
and impede the rising power
of the working class. But in
America, where race prejudi-
ce is so strong, already we ha-
ve learned that the lies of ra-
ce mean continued oppression
and poverty and fear—and now
Negroes and white sharecrop-
pers in the cotton fields of the
South are beginning to get to-
gether; and Negro and white
workers in the great industrial
cities of the North under John
L. Lewis and the C. I. O. ha-
ve begun to create a great la-
bor force that refuses to re-
cognize the color line. Negro
and white stevedores cn the
docks of the West Coast of
America have formed one of
the most powerful labor unions
in America. Formerly, the un-
crganlzcd Negro dockworkers
—unorganized because the whi-
te workers themselves with
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To the English-Speaking Comrades of the International
Brigades

In saying farewell to you
(for a time only) there is little
I can say which | have not said
many times before. But one
thing | must- add, my heartfelt
thanks for the help given me
and for the comradeship | re-
ceived. Boys, my work was
made easy, that’s the solid
truth. My Job was a simple
one, of course, to try to break
down that isolation from Spa-
nish events which many com-
rades have felt so keenly. All
of you, or the great majority
of you, had active political li-
ves in the States and in En-
gland. You were part of the ac-
tive, creative movement in
your countries, and so came to
Spain. Though you are taking
the most vital of all roles, you
still feel cut off from the sig-
nificant background of Spa-
nish life. Mine was not a dif-
ficult job, because Spain has
been my country long enough
for me to love garlic and to re-
vel in olive oil (hence this
troublesome waistline, | suppo-
se). In fact the only thing |
cant stand about the States
is its food; not enough oil, spi-
ce, rice or mule meat and
beans.

But what gave me a kick
was the way the comrades
took the dope. Real attention,
and damn good questions, and
more than that, the boys wan-
ted no easy solutions, no slop-
py generalizations, but were
eager to understand the real
and enormous complications of
the Spanish Popular Revolu-
tion. | like talking about
Spain anyway, and for want of
an audienoe sometimes prac-
tise on myself. | expect you
guessed that.

Whether | succeeded in gi-
ving all the information that
was wanted | do not know.
But | think many were satis-
fied, for sometimes | got the
sincerest form of thanks, a
good swinging backhanded
compliment, right in the jaw.
One comrade earned my affec-
tion (and | mean it) by say-
ing, "Comrade Bates, after
listening to that, I'm damned
if 1 can see how an intelligent
guy like you could write such
a long-winded, silly, stupid
book as you did!" In the first
place that shows he was on
good terms with me, that guy,
and that’s what | always wan-
ted; and in the second, well

TOO MUCH OF RACE

(Continued from page 3.)

their backward ideology didn’t
want Negroes in their unions
—formerly these Negro wor-
kers could break a strike. And
they did. But now, together,
both Negroes and whites are
strong. We are learning.

THEY FEAR US

Why is it that the British
police seize Raj Anand’s pass-
port? Why is it that the Sta-
te Department in Washington
delays unduly in granting me
permission to go to Spain as
a representative of the Negro
press? Why is it that the
young Negro leader, Angelo
Herndon, was finding it most
difficult to secure a passport
this spring in New York?
Why? We know why!

Il Is iHtcauHc the reactionary
and Fum’lat I'om-n of the world
know that writers like Anand

and myself, leaders like Hern-
don, and poets like Guillen and
Roumain represent the great
longing that is in the hearts of
the darker peoples of the world
to reach out their hands in
friendship and brotherhood to
all the races of the earth. The
Fascist know that we long to
be rid of hatred and terror and
oppression, to be rid of con-
quering and of being conque-
red, to be rid of all the ugli-
ness of poverty and imperia-
lism that eats away the heart
of civilization today. We repre-
sent the enu of race. And the
Fascists know that when the-
re is no more race, there will
be no more capitalism, and no
more war, and no more money
for the munitions makers—be-
cause the workers of the world
will have triumphed.

LANGSTON HUGHES

honest opinions are good for
swelled heads (the common
fault of writers). But really,
I could see, he was saying,
“Thank you, comrade; that
was the works!”

EVENINGS OF COMRADE-
SHIP

There are many events |
shall always remember, the

moonlit night on the Jairama
front when the fascists sudden-
ly put on end to questions with
a piece of rudeness characte-
ristic of fascists; or perhaps it
was the olive trees, for by the
time | got back from the Bat-
talion armory with a rifle, it
was all over. Or again, | shall
always remember the lecture
place in the English Battalion,
with its machine gun post just
above. By the way, after the
poor efforts of the American
boys, it was pleasant to hear a
little good English blasphemy.
And a certain night at the Au-
to Park, beneath the trees, and
the canteen afterwards, and
Bunny cheering us up with sad
songs. (Though the limit in
songs was reached by the Lin-
coln boys, who could shame
any journalist or commercial
traveller.) Grand evenings, full
of human health, and—why not
say it—a comradeship such as
I have rarely experienced, and
by Christ, comradeship is one

of the biggest compensations
for the hard work our move-
ment gives us. And | shall re-
member, too, my meetings

with the Mac-Paps, particula-
ry the one when the cooka
wouldn't give me any coffee,
and the Ukrainians sang like
red angels.

SUMMING UP

If 1 had to sum up in one
paragraph what | have always
tried to say, it would be this:
Boys, never forget you are in

a country that is still strug-
gling out cf feudal conditions,
and that not every Spaniard
sees which way to get out of
feudalism. Never expect a de-
gree of organization and
smooth working you would
expect of an English or Ame-
rican proletariat, therefore. If
you remember this, you will
be as amazed as | am at the
distance we have covered and
take fresh confidence and cou-
rage. Any comrade who can't
see this has just forgotten his

theoretical dope, that's the
truth.

And finally, 1’'m going to the
States, and there I'll try to

do the same | set out to do
here. |1 promise to send over
news about each city | visit
and about each section of the
movement | come in contact
with. And, of course, to pep
up the cigarets and chocolate
wallahs. | guess you guys can
permit one boast as a parting
shot. | never gave a single
pep-talk. Any man who denies
this can choose his weapons
mine’s a hatchet.
Salud.
RALPH BATES
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ANARCHISM

The lberian AnarchlHt. Fade
ration has long been the atrun
gest section of the Intnrnatlo
nal Workingmen™ Aonocliili. ni
In fact, nowhere bill Hpaln hna
the Anarchist movement luul
first-rate importance In llie
course of a yem of pupiiliii
defense again*! L"™*rl*n, in,.
F. A I, ha* made ninny ail
justment* In li.gnl unnillllnn*
and to the pupiilm invnliillun
Nevertheless, 1I* ............
itincture remained llial nf Mh
lllegal urtfiinIMllon, nr u* the
AnareldNI* pul I, * movement
Hint lived *above rather lliau
beyond the law", "Affinity
group* "were (lie hallo coll. In
mhor word*, *ninll con*plrato-
linl group*, conforming to the
Amipchlel faith In a few deter-
mined men rather than the
great masses less capable of
quick action. The fundamental
approach of the Anarchists, a
year after the military-clerical-
Fascist rising was still that of
a hunted, persecuted, opposit-
ion movement. Yet the anar-
chosyndicalists had early elec-
ted to participate in Govern-
ment, and the libertarians often
claimed a majority of the ar-
med workers of Spain. At
length the F. A. I, which has
always provided the political
direction for the C. N. T., dec-
ided to change its articles of
faith and organic structure.

CHANGES IN STRUCTURE

"The groups that served as
basic cells of the F. A. 17,
explains a sort of long pream-
ble to the new Constitution,

"are nut auMatimtly flmlbl* at
the present moment, nllimugh
lliay performed nil lifiportMlit
IIMInrle minnlon mill ware well
Nlllled In epoch* of illidergriMHId

wnrli* Theiefore Ilie Copalltu
Hon piovide* for village group*
m hinimliMH dial Hi i liINUrhc*
In clllem, federallnn* uf liran
Cl... mid fin nlilelly political
wi rii provincial faderntinna

following prevailing provincial
bounds. The higher organs arc
the Regional Federations and
the lIberian Anarchist Federa-
tion binding them together.
Behind this unexciting struc-
tural reform lies a complete
revision of the Anarchist art-
icles of faith. In the first pla-
ce, the F. A. I. frankly acknow-
ledges the need of building a
mass party and of providing
direction for the Revolution.
If we aspire to have the mas-
ses accompany us and endorse
the transformation we propo-
se, etc..” It is quite evident
that the lessons of a year of
popular Revolution have over-
come the objections of the
Anarchists to a great many

I N

pnlllienl principle* For limUII-
<'i timy long cnnibatiMil the
building uf n nia** parly In
ininpalgiia nppoalng proaelyl-
I*m, aml they critldRed the
Coiuimmlal I*arly'a "illrcctnrial
In lilleal lii*",r a* tending to-
ward hegemony and dlotator-
alilp. Now they frankly sttfte:
"The Revolution must be orien-
ted and directed... The F. A. I,
to be concrete, has its hands
on the powerful levers of a
Revolution.” But there is an
even greater break with the
past in this little discussed
document. The Constitution
calls unmistakably for stern
discipline and a single party
line!

SIGNIFICANT DECISION

Those who recall the Anar-
chist posters calling for the or-
ganization of indiscipline, will
have some hint of the internal
revolution this decision sym-
bolizes. Individual Anarchists
had to break with their friends,
in the past, if they agreed with
the Communists on this point.
ihe late Durruti, in exile in
Paris, told his friend Romero:
I shall be “for" discipline if
the Revolution comes in Spain".
Romero himself says he then
disagreed but in the course of
the war realized that Durruti
was right. Now the F. A. 1
has come the whole theoretic
way on this point:

"The F. A. I. must give its
movement a new structure ac-
cepting the practices that are
necessary to achieve victory
and that are demanded by the
special conditions in which the
war and revolution place u3.
Subordinated individually and
collectively to our supreme aim.
We must be coherent, discipli-
ned and daring in action, and in
order. That that action may ta-
ke form and crystalize in re-
sults achieved, the F.A.l. must
have a uniform political line
that embraces all aspects of so-
cial and political life, so that it
may anticipate "how” it will
act at any moment and in any
circunstances.”

LEGALITY

OI’KN POLITICAL PARTY

What ha* happened? In ef-
fect the F. A. |. has constitu-
ted llaolf Into an open political
party, aspiring to guide the
masses, "open a single channel
and direct events in a single
direction”, namely, the direct-
ion cf Libertarian Communism
It has made this decision be
cause the popular Revolution
changed everything. There is
even the suggestion that the
F- A. I. realizes it has been
nlow to adjust:

“In the economic order, the
F. A. I. .recognizes that Spain
L living through a period of
profound transformation. Feu-
dal property in land surviving
since time immemorial tends
rapidly to give way to collective

IU.1i.HL.MIT), -1l deni,uni rrrugni-
ioniisa belligerent.”

property, thereby destroying
the major historic bulwark of
Spanish capitalism... On the
other hand, great industrial en-
terprises likewise tend to assu-
me a collective character, the-
reby fundamentally changing
the character of the national
economy.” That changes 1the
relations of the Anarchists to
their environment. "We who
fought tirelessly  yesterday
against a condition of tyran-
ny and injustice, today stand
at the side of the new institu-
tions arisen from the Revolu-
tion as the expression of the
deepest desires of the masses...
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Therefore, as against our in-
hibitions of yesterday, we feel
that it is the duty or all Anar-
chists to take part in every
public institution that can
strengthen and advance the
new state of affairs."

MIRACLES STILL POSSIBLE

On the positive side, the new
Constitution is rather weak. As
a carry-over of the long oppo-
sition.; record of Anarchism,
the prog.ramatic suggestions or
bases seem rather to reject
those of Marxism; than to spe-
cify “how" the Anarchists ex-
pect to achieve their aims. The
function of the trade unions to
plan production in general li-
nes and strictly to control the
means and forms of production
is stated without commentary.
The Federalist political princi-
ples of Anarchism, based on
the autonomous .region, the co-
marca and municipio (county
rather than municipality) are
also formally reaffirmed. But
in the preamble, the really im-
portant basis of continued po-
pular unity appears; “The F.
A. |. cannot accomplish its
whole mission if the war is
lost. To win the war is to main-
tain the principle of the Revo-
lution strong and victorious...”

With the present structure of
the F. A. I. and the crowded
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lessons of common struggle
against Fascism still to be lear-
ned in the coming months, mi-
racles a;possible. Would it
not be a niraculous view of
unity in Spain to look foward
to some future entry of the
F. A 1. into a single party of
the proletariat side by side
with tlie Communists and So-
cialists ?
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A CHILDRENS'S HOME

SOMEWHERE

When we first came here we
were kept very busy prepar-
ing the villas for the members
of the Internationa] Brigades.
There were 18 of us, nurses
sent from Madrid. Nearly all
the nurses had been in the 5th
Regiment—that is to say that
they had fought in the tren-
ches from the very first days
of the struggle.

But we were not so busy
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neigh Dorhood. They came from
the Malaga front, where they
left everything else and fled
from the Fascists with their
children on their hacks. They
know nothing of what has
happened to their husbands, or
to the rest of their families.

| have se< i these poor chil-
dren crying at the slightest
sound, in the belief that it was
a Fascist bombardment...
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NICOLA

SACCO

and

BARTOLOMEO VANZETTI

Legally Murdered

by American Reaction

WE DO NOT FORGET

that we did not find time to
visit the refugee children at the
Home for the Orphans of mi-
litiamen who were the only in-
habitants of these deserted vil-
las.

The children were the first
who had been taken from the
different fronts, and there we-
re children of Asturian miners
who had no idea what had hap-
pened to their fathers, many
from Madrid and others from
the Andalusian front, where
they had seen their parents
suffer all kinds of torture even
to being burned alive... And
the poor little children remem-
)er, and have an expression a?
if of horror on their faces, and
in their dreams at night they
cry their hearts out.

TERROR-STRICKEN

Some are the children of wo-
men who are working in the

At first the children were
left very much to themselves.
No one took much notice of
them. Maria Luisa, who was
in charge of them, complained
that even at Christmas nobody
thought about them.

At that time the members
cf the International Brigades
were not in the majority he
re. Not a single one had arri-
ved as yet. It was only about
Christmas time that the first
began to arrive.

THE 1. B. ARRIVES

In any case it was a pitiful
sight to see the poor children.
One day we of the Socorro
Rojo brought them some clo-
thes, for they came with noth-
ing and since it was winterti-
me this made their state all
the more pitiable.

The Comrades of the Inter-
national Brigades soon began

IN  SPAIN

to take an interest in them.
Gradually their visits to the
Orphans’ Home became more
and more frequent, until final-
ly one comrade from the Inter-
national Brigades married the
woman comrade in charge, and
another married the teacher.

And so now il is as if we
were all one family: the chil-
dren in the Home and the In-
ternational Volunteers; even
the contrast between them ma-
kes a very harmonious pictu-
re... the weak and tiny orphan
beside the strong, grave vo-
lunteer.

When the volunteers see the
children they remember that
they too have children. Becau-
se of this the home is always
full of Volunteers who do all
they can to look after the kids
and make them happy.

MASS ADOPTIONS

At first each volunteer wan-
ted to adopt one special child,
but then they thought it best
to adopt all without any dis-
tinctions, and that is what
they finally did. Now when a
collection is taken the money,
goes to the children, who now
have everything they need.

At the fete which was held
for the opening of the Kitchen
for those on special diets at the
Hotel, the children were given
bathing costumes, everything
they needed for games on the
beach, and hammocks, etc.

The Governor of C... the Ma-
yor, the Pioneers all came, and
they all competed with one
another in speech-making. But
the best of all was when the
little children began to recite
poetry, Garcia Lorca’s gypsy
ballad and other things in the
same style. They recited and
sang Asturian and Andalusian
songs and they were all impro-
ved by the children voices, and
when at the end they were gi-
ven a Punch and Judy show,
everyone laughed; and it was
impossible to tell who laughed
loudest—the children or the vo-
lunteers for liberty.

MARIA P. DE ECROVA

LETTERS

from

HOME

Rom the Editor of the
New Masses

Dear E...,

...The Now Masses is alrea-
dy sending several hundred co-
pies regularly to the Interna-
tional Brigade. However, | am
suggesting to the circulation
department that an additional
batch be sent to you for distri-
bution to the MacKenzie-Pa-
pineau boys.

Spain continues to be the big
issue here. We feel the impact
of the struggle in various walks
of life. In Hollywood funds are
raised by progressive actors
and writers for one or another
of the Spanish committees. On
the San Francisco waterfront
you can see slogans in the tra-
de-union halls calling for sup-
port of Spanish democracy.
Naturally every word about
Spain is read with the greatest
of interest, and | am looking
forward to the article you pro-
mised us by a member of the
loyalist army...

I want to write you a much
longer letter than this, but this
In my first day back in the of-
fice after a three-weeks' tour

mill 1 .... only now catching up

mi my work, nn this brief sa-
liilnlinn will low In do for the
mnnwni However, there's one
HIEMA L VWAL In mill*

I mml, MMVsit In Mhn Quen-
Il'i Mmild Itillied rvIlli Tom Moo-
ney fm niioiil linon winilern of
nil limn lie imuls everything
lie mu niioiill HWWM nml bin
lienrl Imwith yon fellows WImt
it grind guyl Afler 1l yearn
lie In nllll full uf cmii'ttge and
rigid, confident of the Justlee
of Ids own eaiiHn and of the
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future of the working class. It
was an inspiration to see him.

Write me again soon and if
you get the chance, make it a
long, detailed letter all about
your outfit and yourself.—Sa-
ludos! - JOSEPH FREEMAN,
New York, July 15, 1937.

*

Dear A...,

. Of course the struggle in
Spain is very close to all of us
here and it is easy to conclude
that more and more people are
becoiri.ng interested as they
realize the significance of the
battle between democracy and
reaction. At the moment de-
mocracy seems to be in the
raddle here. The LaFollette Ci-
vil Liberties Committee is tur-
ning up some spectacular (and
to the innocents, unsuspected)
facts. The Wagner Act is, for
the time, functioning in favo.r
of the workers. Politicians, em-
boldened by the successes of
their own daring confreres, be-
gin to talk more and more like
militant friends of labor. The
list of strikes called and stri-
kes won is too long for the
newspapers to print entire...
Truly, people of like interests
me being drawn together as
lhey sense the struggle that is
Inking place and its imminent
threat In themselves.

For instance: near us is a
summer camp leased by the So-
ciedad Naturista Hispana, who-
fc acquaintance | made last
year, a proletarian group simi-
lar to the German Natur
I reunde. Although there are
many anti-fascist comrades
among them, they were not
able last season to sponsor any
anti-fascist activity because of
differences among their mem-
bership. Last year, too, we
found them only vaguely con-
scious of events in Spain and
their significance, as they read
almost no English papers and
their Spanish ones were co-
ming rarely and very late. But
the course of the war has awa-
kened them. They have pro-
gressed a long way toward
unity in the last ten months.
Now they are able openly to
espouse the cause of Loyalist
Spain and to work in Its *up
port. On Sunday the camp will
be filled with bannerx reading
‘No Pasaran” anil with the
emblems of the various prole-
tarian organisation'! of Spain.
There will be a big fiesta anil
hundreds of gui'HIs will come
to hear the latest iutoiiiilnh oOf
the heroism of Spain™ defen-
ders and to contribute what
they can to Iheir Niipport. This...
is a picture In miniature of
what Ih happening all over the
country on a much grander
scale... A. S, Staten Island
N. Y, July 22, 1937.

70.000 SILK WORKERS
THREATEN TO STRIKE

The possibility of a national
silk workers strike in the
U. S. increased when it was
decided to present an agre-
ement to the silk manufac-
turers.  Unless the agreement
Is signed, the Textile Wor-
kers Organization Committee,
affiliated with C. 1. O, will
call the strike.

The Union demands are: A
weekly increase of 10 to 20 per
cent, a minimum weekly wage
of 18 dollars for weavers, a
weekly minimum of 15 dollars
for auxilary help, and the 40
hour week.

All silk mills in New Eng-
land, Pennsylvania and New
Jersey will be affected. Expec-
tation are for a short strike,
because several manufacturers
have already agreed to sign
new contracts.

160.000 BRITISH SHIP
BUHDING WORKERS ASK
HOLIDAYS WITH PAY

Claims for holidays witli
pay for 160.000 workers em-
ployed in the shipbuilding in-
dustry are now before the Em-
ployers Federation. It is ex-
pected that a meeting with
the unions concerned will be
arranged at an early date.

Another matter debated by
the workers Is that of secur-

ing union rights for young ap-
prentices. The importance
of securing this has been glar-
ingly demonstated by disclosu-
re of wage rates and working
conditions made during the
recent big strikes on the Cly-
de and at other ports.

The militancy of the young
apprentices came as an unwel-
come surprise to the emplo-
yers, who were forced to a
settlement of the strike.
With this us a precedent, and
backed by the militancy of the
apprentices, the unions are in
a strong position to fight the
issue.
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WHEN THE WORKERS TAKE A HAND

"Aldus-Artes Grdficas, direc-
ted by a Workers' Council”™—
noticed this heading on the
notepaper of the printers whom
| had approached with regard
to a pamphlet for the Flemish
Volunteers.

It was this heading which
gave me the idea of finding
out exactly what a Consejo

Obrero — p Workers” Coun-
cil — meant in Madrid.

I had already seen how the
workers manage their own
factories, etc., in the Soviet
Union. But those Russian

workers already had years of
experience behind them.  The
Spanish workers have only had
a few months in circumstances
which have been exceptionally
difficult, especially in Madrid.

The letter which the printers
had sent me gave a clear and
detailed statement of the pri-
ces and the time necessary for
the work, and | at once got
the impression that the under-
taking was under good mana-
gement.

WITH THE PRESIDENT

In the office, where only one
man was employed, | met the
President of the Consejo Obre-
ro, a worker about 40 years
old. He told me that he had
been a member of the Spanish
Socialist Party for 17 years.
His job is to combine a tech-
nical knowledge of printing
with a thorough understand-
ing of the sentiments and needs
of the working-class, and he
knows It well, for he has had
long years of trade union and
political activity.

In answer to my questons,
be told me that the Aldus
printing works is one of the
best equipped In Madrid. It
has a linotype machine toget-
her with 3 large printing pres-
ses, and an automatic machi-
ne for printing In an unusual
American color type. The
business had previously baton
ged to Germans, but they Imd
cleared out as soon as they
saw that the Fascist coup on
July 18th had been complete-
ly throttled in Madrid.

Unfortunately for themsel-
ves the German owners had
formed an anonymous Spanish
company, with the result that

after their departure the prin-
ting establishment passed into
tho control of the Trade Union,
and with the help of the Union
the printers formed their own
Workers” Council which has
teen managing the conc;r:i
successfully fo.r months.

SHORTAGE OF PAPER

There is always work for
them and there would be more
if it were not for the great
shortage of paper due to the

war.  The number of emplo-
yees has increased from 16 to
25 and among them there are
two girls and four young work-
ers of about 18.

The old works have become
too small and the Workers’
Council is looking forward to
a change of premises soon,
which will make it possible to
increase the size of the con-
cern.  The financial assistan-
ce which will be necessary for
this will come not from the
banks, which in that way would
be able to get control of the
works, but from the Printers’
Union which helps and controls
every printing establishment
managed by a Workers’ Coun-
cil.

Let us take a look at the
printing works.  Automati-
cally | glance at the walls,
Which in the Soviet Union are
a proof In themselves of the
change of system, with their
banmira, slogans and wall
newapapers. | wonder whether
I Khali see the same in Ma-
drid.

DIANA (U. C. T.) karri,, t. -

WAUL NEWSPAPER

he wan newspaper is the-
re — not very well looked af-
ter — but there all the same.
There are portraits of Azafia
and and only one
slogan but that full of mean-
ing: "Now we work joyfully
for we are helping to build a
new civilisation”.  And this
is true, for it is with real en-
thusiasm that the Aldus wor-
kers print the AptiFascist
publications of the Campesino

Brigade. And they were
proud to begin the printing of
their first pamphlet for the
International Brigades: "Fle-
mish Volunteers in the Fight
for Liberty”.

It was just after the fall of
Bilbao, when the Fascist pla-
nes were once again trying to
bomb Madrid. It was inspir-
ing to see these workers car-
rying on at their job while the
explosions sometimes  shook
the whole building, and the
roar of the Fascist planes over-
head together with the burst-
ing of our anti-aircraft shells,
made the strangest of con-
certs.

UNITY OF WORK

The printers differ among
themselves on politica. Among
them there are Socia lists,
Communists and Anarchists,
but they never become invol-
ved in futile quibbling argu-
ments, for their workshop and
their common welfare are now

MADRID

a permanent bond of unity
among them.

I shall never forget what
the typographer told me while
he was setting up a page:

“Every time | pick up this
type (it was of German ori-
gin), | remember my German
boss who was one of that
gang which combined slave-
driving with spying and star-
ted the Civil War. But today
we are using that same Ger-
man type to help to win the
final viotory and to drive out
the slave drivers for ever.”

Like printers elsewhere, the
Madrid printers are politically
and intellectually advanced a
they are in the forefront of u
progressive movement.

They have their own Batta-
lion of “GrAficos” at the front,
which together with their Wor-
kers’ Councils in the rear, is

helping to defend the Repu-
blic.

A. H.
MEXICAN OIL WORKERS

WIN

18.000 Mexican oil workers
won several demands follow-
ing a 12-days strike.

Their gains include a wage
increase of 32 per cent, 1
tead of a 15 per cent offer ..
the employers, and the 40
hour week. The total wage
increase will aumount to
7.200.000 yearly.

The oil companies are fil-
ing "objections”.

LONDON.—A lightning stri-
ke of the haulage lads took
place at Denaby Main Colliery,

Yorkshire, where 12.000 men
are employed.
Grimthorpe Colliery, near

Barnsley, employing 2.500 men
and boys, continue on strike
arising out of a dispute over
a recently revised price list af-
fecting the Parkgate and
Beamshaw seams.

The miners employed at
Frickley are watching events
at Grimthorpe with greatest
interest as negotiations for a
price list in the Barnsley seam
at the pit are in progress.
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