
8 THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY

WHEN THE WORKERS TAKE A HAND
"Aldus-Artes Grdficas, direc­

ted by a W orkers' Council’’-—I 
noticed this heading on the 
notepaper of the printers whom 
I had approached with regard 
to a pamphlet for the Flemish 
Volunteers.

I t  was this heading which 
gave me the idea of finding 
out exactly what a Consejo 
Obrero — p. W orkers’ Coun­
cil — meant in Madrid.

I had already seen how the 
workers manage their own 
factories, etc., in the Soviet 
Union. But those Russian 
workers already had years of 
experience behind them. The 
Spanish workers have only had 
a few months in circumstances 
which have been exceptionally 
difficult, especially in Madrid.

The letter which the printers 
had sent me gave a clear and 
detailed statem ent of the pri­
ces and the time necessary for 
the work, and I a t once got 
the impression that the under­
taking was under good m ana­
gement.

W IT H  T H E  P R E S ID E N T

In the office, where only one 
man was employed, I  met the 
President of the Consejo Obre­
ro, a  worker about 40 years 
old. He told me th a t he had 
been a member of the Spanish 
Socialist P arty  for 17 years. 
His job is to combine a tech­
nical knowledge of printing 
with a thorough understand­
ing of the sentim ents and needs 
of the working-class, and he 
knows It well, for he has had 
long years of trade union and 
political activity.

In answer to my questons, 
be told me that the Aldus 
printing works is one of the 
best equipped In Madrid. I t 
has a linotype machine toget­
her with 3 large printing pres­
ses, and an automatic machi­
ne for printing In an unusual 
American color type. The 
business had previously baton 
ged to Germans, but they Imd 
cleared out as soon as they 
saw th a t the Fascist coup on 
July 18th had been complete­
ly throttled in Madrid.

Unfortunately for themsel­
ves the German owners had 
formed an anonymous Spanish 
company, with the result that

after their departure the p rin ­
ting establishment passed into 
tho control of the Trade Union, 
and with the help of the Union 
the printers formed their own 
W orkers’ Council which has 
teen  managing the conc;r:i 
successfully fo.r months.

S H O R T A G E  O F  P A P E R

There is always work for 
them and there would be more 
if it were not for the great 
shortage of paper due to the

war. The number of emplo­
yees has increased from 16 to 
25 and among them there are 
two girls and four young work­
ers of about 18.

The old works have become 
too sm all and the W orkers’ 
Council is looking forward to 
a change of premises soon, 
which will make it possible to 
increase the size of the con­
cern. The financial assistan­
ce which will be necessary for 
this will come not from the 
banks, which in that way would 
be able to get control of the 
works, but from the Prin ters’ 
Union which helps and controls 
every printing establishment 
managed by a  W orkers’ Coun­
cil.

Let us take a  look a t the 
printing works. Automati­
cally I  glance a t the walls, 
Which in the Soviet Union are 
a proof In themselves of the 
change of system, with their 
banmira, slogans and wall 
newapapers. I wonder whether 
I Khali see the same in Ma­
drid.

W A U L  N E W S P A P E R

’ne wan newspaper is the­
re — not very well looked af­
te r  — but there all the same. 
There are portraits of Azafia 
and and only one
slogan but th a t full of mean­
ing: "Now we work joyfully 
for we are helping to build a 
new civilisation”. And this 
is true, for it is with real en­
thusiasm that the Aldus wor­
kers print the A p tiF asc is t 
publications of the Campesino

Brigade. And they were 
proud to begin the printing of 
their first pamphlet for the 
International Brigades: "Fle­
mish Volunteers in the Fight 
for Liberty”.

I t  was just a fte r the fall of 
Bilbao, when the Fascist pla­
nes were once again trying to 
bomb Madrid. It was inspir­
ing to see these workers car­
rying on a t their job while the 
explosions sometimes shook 
the whole building, and the 
roar of the Fascist planes over­
head together with the burst­
ing of our anti-aircraft shells, 
made the strangest of con­
certs.

UNITY OF WORK

The printers differ among 
themselves on politica. Among 
them there are S o c i a 1 i sts, 
Communists and Anarchists, 
but they never become invol­
ved in futile quibbling argu­
ments, for their workshop and 
their common welfare are now

a permanent bond of unity 
among them.

I shall never forget what 
the typographer to ld  me while 
he was setting up a  page: 

“Every time I  pick up this 
type (it was of German ori­
gin), I remember my German 
boss who was one of that 
gang which combined slave­
driving with spying and s ta r ­
ted the Civil War. But today 
we are using that same Ger­
man type to help to  win the 
final viotory and to drive out 
the slave drivers for ever.” 

Like printers elsewhere, the 
Madrid printers are politically 
and intellectually advanced a  
they are in the forefront of u 
progressive movement.

They have their own B atta ­
lion of “GrAficos” a t  the  front, 
which together with their Wor­
kers’ Councils in the rear, is 
helping to defend the Repu­
blic.

A . H .

M E X IC A N  O IL  W O R K E R S  

W IN

18.000 Mexican oil workers 
won several demands follow­
ing a 12-days strike.

Their gains include a wage 
increase of 32 per cent, i' 
tead of a 15 per cent offer . .  
the employers, and the 40 
hour week. The total wage 
increase will a u m o u n t  to 
7.200.000 yearly.

The oil companies are fil­
ing "objections”.

LONDON.—A lightning s tr i ­
ke of the haulage lads took 
place a t Denaby Main Colliery, 
Yorkshire, where 12.000 men 
are employed.

Grimthorpe Colliery, near 
Barnsley, employing 2.500 men 
and boys, continue on strike 
arising out of a  dispute over 
a recently revised price list af- 
f e c t i n g the Parkgate and 
Beamshaw seams.

The miners employed a t 
Frickley are watching events 
a t Grimthorpe with greatest 
interest as negotiations for a 
price list in the Barnsley seam 
a t the pit are in progress.

DIANA (U. C . T .) k a rr i ,,  t .  -  M ADRID
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DRIVE FOR UNIFIED PARTY SPREADS
V r Ik i i i ' I r  A  great campaign 

Ik Ulilng place in favour of 
III*, formation of a  single pro­
letarian party by the fusion of 
Ilia Hoclnllst and Communist 
I'artlaa. Meetings are being 
held in all parts of Govern­
ment Spain which are crowded 
with enthusiastic audiences 
despite the great heat. This 
campaign really represents the 
Intensification and speeding of 
a  irend which has existed for 
a  considerable time here. In 
the early days of the uprising 
the, numerically, rather small 
Socialist and Communist P ar­
ties of Cojkionia decided that 
union was ttrength, and that 
their alms were fundamentally 
the same, and that the less di­
vision there was in the anti­
fascist forces the better, and 
formed the P.S.U.C.—the Uni­
fied Socialist Party  of Catalo­
nia. Since then this party  has 
Mtrongthened and increased 
and has has always worked for 
the closest understanding with 
and support of the rest of 
Spain. In June, 1936 the So­
cialist and Communist Youth 
uf the rest of Spain united to 
form th t  J, S. U.—the Unified 
NihiIkIIkI Youth.

R t l t l n r  »r* being held In
......... ... Madrid, Valencia,
and various otlisr towns in 
which speakers from the P. S. 
U, (}„ the .1 N U., and the So 
olallsl and Communist Parties 
of Spain are taking part.

STRUM CATALONIA’S 
ROLE

In Barcelona, on August 5th, 
where Juan Ootnorera, secret­
ary of the P. U U. C. and mi­
nister in the Ueneralldad, spo­

ke (in Catalan, which I  un­
fortunately was unable to fo­
llow), and Jesus Hernandez, 
Minister of Education in the 
Valencia Government, the slo­
gans w ith which the hall was 
blazoned were "Catalonia can­
not be free if the rest of Spain 
falls a victim to Fascism.” 
“Spain cannot be free ’-'ithout 
the aid of Catalonia.”

On August 8th, in Valencia,

I  attended a meeting a t which 
Comorera and Pasionaria were 
the speakers.

Comorera described the si­
tuation in Catalonia. The P. S. 
U. C. has now 60.000 members 
and the U. G. T. (socialist tra ­
de union) has over half a mil­
lion members in Catalonia, 
th a t is to say, it has increased 
to a point where it has 100.000 
more members than the C.N.T.

(syndicalists) which was for­
merly far more numerous. In 
comparison with the difficul­
ties which had to be Surmoun­
ted in Catalonia a year ago 
he suggested th a t the rest of 
Spain would not find it an im­
possible task  to form a  single 
workers’ party. And he also 
stressed the absolute interde­
pendence of the welfare of Ca­
talonia w ith tne reat of Spain.

P A S I O N A R I A  S P E A K S

Then Dolores Ibarrurl, La 
Pasionaria, who is a deputy to 
the Cortes, rose to Speak. Eve­
ry seat in the hall was filled. 
Between 2 and 3.000 people 
were present.

The welcome she received 
was most moving. But when 
you see her in person the ex­
traordinary influence over and 
popularity with the masses 
which she enjoys is very under­
standable. She is ra ther tall 
and strongly built, is handsome 
and dignified in a  typical 
Spanish way. H er brown eyes 
express sympathy and com­
passion.

Her black hair, w ith a  few 
silver threads in it  is done in 
a plain knot a t the back of 
the head. She dresses simply 
in black. Her face in repose is 
sad but is lit up by a  charm­
ing smile. Her position in pu­
blic life does no t prevent her 
from being a  truly womanly 
and motherly figure. Her per­
sonality is so remarkable and 
her voice so thrilling th a t even 
people unaible to understand 
Spanish have been much moved 
on seeing and hearing her.

(C onfiaua a pagina 2.)

W A R  C O M M IS S A R  DEL V A Y O  

O N  S P A IN ’S IM M E D IA T E  N EE D S

The following extracts from the speech of Alvarez 
del Vayo, Commissar of War, delivered In Madrid last 
Sunday, should be of interest to all English-speaking 
members cf the International Brigades.

*

Of all m ilitary leaders and of all the civilian autho­
rities, the revolution asks two things: the first is that 
they believe wholeheartedly in the revolution and in 
the people. And first of all, that they believe In our 
victory. Saint Just used to say: “I  fear only one thing: 
I  fear the generals who do not believe in their viotory." 
And then, in the great teachings of the French Revolu­
tion, so well understood by Lenin — synthesized In the 
one short sefatence which was the whole message of 
Robespierre to the French Army in Italy : "The Re- 

\ public cannot be defeated”.
From the very beginning we saw that, one of our 

most im portant tasks was the formation of a power­
ful w ar industry. To possess such an Industry is in 
itself an achievement of great Importance, because it 
increases the international importance of the country. 
I t  also means the reduction at the national deficit. In 
addition, it supplies the necessary arms to the Army 
and lessens the fears and anguish concerning shipments, 
always the possible viatlms of fascist piratical prowess, 
constantly cruising outside of our jurisdictional waters.

(C s n lin u a  c s  la  peg. 2.)
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DRIVE FOR UNIFIED PARTY

She spoke of the wonderful 
strides th a t have been made 
in the training and organisa­
tion of the People’s Army. 
She referred with great ten­
derness and feeling to a  re­
cent visit to the fronts of 
Madrid and the splendid spirit 
of the soldiers there with whom 
she conversed. She then spoke 
of the necessity of organising 
the rear guard as efficiently as 
the Army. She said that all 
of us must be prepared to 
make sacrifices so that the 
soldiers shall not want for 
anything. That the reception 
and care of refugees is a duty 
but it is not the whole duty 
of the citizen behind the li­
nes. She urged the necessity 
of abolishing equal salaries 
which benefit the lazy work­
man a t the expense of the in­

dustrious one and establishing 
a  scale by which workers will 
be paid according to the value 
and quantity of their work and 
which will act as an incentive 
in industry. She ended by urg ­
ing the unification of the two 
parties as indispensable for a 
speedy victory over Fascism 
and the invaders of Spain. The 
anti-fascists must form a  mo­
nolith for united action and 
responsibility.

The speech of Vicente Uribe 
(in Madrid) echoed the same 
sentim ents but he, as Minister 
of Agriculture, suggested that 
the severest treatm ent should 
he meted out to speculators 
and food profteers, and rende­
red homage to the splendid 
work and solidarity of the 
peasants.

DEL V A Y O  O N  S P A IN ’S 

I M M E D I A T E  N E E D S

We ask an active participation in the organization 
and in the rapid functioning of our transport system, 
as well as coordination and planning of the economic 
life of our country. After a  year of w ar we are still 
compelled to use b itter words against the passivity of 
certain rearguard elements and the shameless way in 
which they are forever bargaining on their efforts and 
collaboration in the great work of liberation.

We demand an inexorable policy in the rear, not only

for the purpose of securing order, but also for the pur­
pose of drawing actively into the w ar whole regions, 
cities and villages. Persuasion has its limits. I t  is 
now many months since we have published and m ulti­
plied our appeals for solidarity against fascism to the 
conscience of our people. We m ust end this scandalous 
situation, In which an unequal participation in the war 
is possible. It Is necessary to be done with this con­
venient theory of the division of labor, in which some 
die to win the war and others live to exploit the vic­
tory.

The Strenthlng of The Popular Front. I t  Is abun­
dantly evident that those who in 1935 were advocating 
the revolutionary policy of the Popular Front were 
correct. Those who did not study the question deeply 
accused the defenders of the Popular Front of being 
opportunists and bunglers, Whnt would have happened 
had the July  rebellion surprised us without the vigorous 
policy of the Popular Front, which In one day succeeded

W a r  C o m m is s a r  A lv a r e z  d e l  V a y o .

in uniting and mobilizing all the anti-fascist forces in 
the fight for the defense cf the nation and fe r liberty. 
As long as the w ar lasts there can be no other policy 
than that of the Papular Front. It is the unifiying 
center of all the anti-fascist forces; it is the central 
point in which all can fight under the same flag w ith­
out being compelled in any way to abandon the ideo­
logy of one’s party. Support the Popular Front...

I favor a  Unified Party ... I once again insist that 
to achieve victory we m ust have an active regrouping 
of all the authentically anti-fascist forces, without any 
exclusions.

The other day, in Valencia, I  declared myself in favor 
of the participation of the CNT in the task  of lead­
ing the destinies of the nation. But I added: That 
is to the e n te /  the government, but on condition- that 
the whole organization participates unanimously in the 
work of carrying out all the decisions that are made.

Participation in the Cabinet demands the loyal col­
laboration not only of those in the Government, but 
also of those behind them, who follow their organi­
zation. When an organization has representatives in 
the government, and when the decisions of the govern­
ment are not completely satisfactory to this organi­
zation’s followers, it is impermissable for these followers 
merrily to take the liberty of changing the policy of 
the government with the excuse that their policy is 
more revolutionary and correct.

The Unified P arty  is on the march, and nothing can 
stop its realisation... Socialists and Communists in the 
Party  units, in the shops and factories, where you 
fight and where you live, work for the Unified Party.

A L V A R E Z  D E L  V A Y O
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We Must Help Our Comrades in the North
The battle I* raging fiercely 

In the North ®f Spain

Ofice agltln Mussolini him 
(lung the forces of Itnllun tw- 
v union again"! the Hpanlsh 
people, l ig n in s !  Hie brave sol­
dier* »f bnnlnintei and Astu­
rian. Onu* again lllllcr and 
MitieiiHnl are liilnglng shame 
.«  llu. < l<> in it it and Italian 
people* by Invading Spanish 
mil anil llaughterlng. from the 
linlgtil of their “Junkers” and 
" f ta* . IHIr", thn defenceless po­
pulation It* the North, the wo­
men and children of Santander 
uiiil Aaturlaa.

'Ilia F u s e  1st newspapers cy­
nically admit th a t Italian Di- 
vlalofia are fighting in the 
North, that the well-armed 
"banderas1’ of Blackshirts have 
bash sent to m assacre the un­
armed population in the moun­
tains around Santander.

The soldiers of Asturias and 
Santander are fighting with 
stubborn and unyielding cou­
rage against the Italian Inva­
ders, fighting to bar the way 
to thn foreigners, to l<'u*olm, to 
nlavery. ’Hie IJIaek*hlrt l)lvi- 
SlutiN have holNled Mii«*iillnl‘*
(lug on a few position*, but 
Iniw lunch Italian blond, how 
many nnrp«»» these Victories 
havsi emit Ihtml

I l l ' l l  HHTl  I N  I'I,UAH

Ih this I mgiii hum fur mn 
dpsnieh hinihsi*! the duly or 
Ihtt I ins suns uf lliil Italian 
met Ukiimhu pnnplss, the duly 
of all Ills peop »* whu Invii 
freedom Is Hie duly which I* 
made ideal hy Ilia hemlsm and 
Hie spt iodid spirit uf snlldarl 
ty of Ih.. Inlernallimal Vnlun 
teera for Liberty 

The Volunteer* for Liberty 
have fought on many fronts. 
On many fronts they have hel­

ped the Spanish people to bar 
the way to the Fascists, to de­
feat them, to put them to 
flight.

From the Jaram a to Guada­
lajara, from University City to 
Brunete, to Villanueva del Par- 
dillo; everywhere the courage 
of the International Volunteers 
has routed Fascim, has defea­
ted the Blackshirts.

I Miring the last weeks the 
International Brigades have 
imn» again wrlttan one uf Ilia 
flnesl pages In the history of 
Ihe armed struggle against 
siavciy and for freedonu The 
vlftuijou* offensive of the lie 
publican Army on the Central 
li'rnnt In which the Inlernalla 
nal Volunteers took part, Hie 
unconquerable resistance to Ihe 
Fascist counter - attacks are

further steps on the road to 
the victory of Republican 
Spain,

CALL ALL FORCES

This proves more than ever 
th a t the path of Implacable 
struggle la the only path to be 
followed to fight and defeat

Fascism, slavery and barba­
rism.

Th* struggle is hard. Fas­
cism Is still strong, strong 
through the support of all the 
most reactionary forces In all 
countries, strong through the 
weakness of democracy.

We must call to our aid all 
the forces of the friends of pea­
ce, of humanity, civilisation and 
progress.

We m ust close our ranks, 
overcome our weakness, resist 
and advance.

We muat help our brothera in 
the North. We muat save the 
women and childreil of Santan­
der from masaacre.

If we help our comradea In 
the North we are helping Re­
publican Spain, w-9  are helping 
the fightera fo r  liberty, we are 
helping the International Vo­
lunteers who are the noblest 
expression of a  magnificent 
international solidarity.

We help to save the women 
and children of Santander from 
massacre by strengthening In­
ternational solidarity in all 
fields: in the sphere of the vo­
lunteers and in th a t of assis­
tance.

We help our comrades in the 
N orth by fighting the Fascists

on all fronts with mare coura­
ge than ever. The Internatio­
nal Brigades have already gi­
ven their help by fighting in 
the Centre Front. They are 
ready to fight wherever the 
Higher Command gives the 
order. They will continue to 
fight and to conquer or all 
fronts, overcoming all obsta­
cles, resisting all dangers, ris­
ing above all the hardness of 
the struggle.

That is the price of victory.
Victory, which is not only 

the victory of Republican 
Spain, but the victory of all 
the peoples who are for free­
dom, who are against war, and 
who do not w ant to feel the 
iron heel of Fascism on them­
selves and their country, and 
the victory of all peoples who 
w ant to win their freedom, and 
for this aim, for this victory, 
are ready to shed their last 
drop of blood.

Let us go forward united to 
that victory.

L U IG I  G A L L O

In Memory 
of our fallen leaders

AMERICAN

OLIVER LAW.—Commander, Lincoln Bat­
talion.

MORRIS WICKMAN’ — Company Political 
Commissar.

HARRY HYNES.—Company Political Commis­
sar (Both of Washington Battalion).

CANADIAN

STUART (Paddy) O’NEILL—Sargeant, Lin­
coln Battalion.

ENGLISH

GEORGE NATHAN.—Major, 15th Brigade.
CHARLES GOODFELLOW. — Second-in-Com­

mand, English Battalion.
BILL MEREDITH.—Commander, No. 2 Com­

pany, English Battalion.
ItOlt ELLIOT.—Company Political Commissar.

NOTH'. Articles on the life and death of 

these and other fallen members of the In - 

ternational Brigades will appear in future 

issues of "The Volunteer for Liberty,"
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AMERI CAN HOSPITALS IN SPAIN
The American Ho s pi t a l  

Group is a part of the Inter­
national Sanitary Service or­
ganized to aid the duly cons­
tituted government of Spain. 
This service, which is of great 
magnitude, is an expression of 
international solidarity with 
the Spanish people.

The role of the International 
Sanitary Service is a new his­
torical phenomenon Never be­
fore in the history of mankind 
have so many representatives 
of different nationalities joined 
to aid a people in their strug­
gle against invaders who are 
attempting to destroy their 
freedom, rights and liberties. 
Twenty-two nationalities are 
represented in the Internatio­
nal Sanitary Service aiding in 
the struggle.

The magnitude of the work 
of\ the International Sanitary 
Service in Spain can best ire 
realized by noting the follow­
ing:

HOSPITAL FIGURES

The personnel consists of 220 
doctors and surgeons, 550 nur­
ses, 600 ambulance drivers, 
stretcher bearers and first aid 
men.

There are 25 hospitals in 
this service with a capacity of 
over 5.000 beds, There are 14 
surgical groups. There are 150 
ambulances which can trans­
port, at one-time, between 700 
and 800 wounded when neces­
sary.

Our American Ho s pi t a l  
Group plays one of the most 
Important and prominent roles 
in the work of the Internatio­
nal Sanitary Service. The 
American Hospital Group was 
successfully organized and de­
veloped untor the guidance of 
Dr. Edward Uarnky, and fur­
ther maintained under the 
capable direction of Dr Donald 
H. Pitts. At present both arc 
in the United States continuing 
their work kgainst fascism by 
popularizing the work of the 
American Hospital groups In 
Spain.

The growth of the American 
Hospital Group has been a con­
tinuous one; and since I have 
taken charge of the entire 
group, two more hospitals ha­

ve been added to our number. 
Some of our American hospi­
tals are in the Madrid sector, 
and these played an extremely 
important role in the last dri­
ve. Our Southern Hospital 
Groups are well equipped and 
manned, and doing their share 
to make the American Hospi­
tals exemplary in Spain.

AFTER LAST OFFENSIVE

But now to the recent acti­
vities around Madrid and the 
part played by our hospitals. 
For one full month our sur­
geons, nurses, ambulance dri­
vers and stretcher bearers ha­
ve worked continuously. We

had our forces so divided that 
we participated in all the pha­
ses of surgical aid to the 
wounded, starting from the 
front lines, to the Evacuation 
Hospital, and finally to our Ba­
se Hospitals. We had surgical 
teams operating in the front 
line hospitals where the most 
serious cases were operated 
upon, such as gunshot wounds 
through the belly and brain. 
At this hospital, transfusions 
were given frequently, using 
the new system of “canned” 
blood.

The activity at these front 
line hospitals was most inten­
se and the number of wound­
ed pouring in so great that

numerous surgical teams were 
kept busy with practically no 
time for sleep. The nurses, too, 
in these front line hospitals 
were put through an exhaustive 
test. Let me say here that the 
nurses, even though working 
under constant aerial bombard­
ment, performed their duties 
with such efficiency that they 
are an example and a credit 
to the entire nursing profes­
sion.

SERVICE UNDER FIRE
The ambulance drivers and 

stretcher bearers performed 
meritorious service under the 
very same fire that our boys 
in the front line trenches had
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WITH OUR AMERICAN HOSPITALS
to contend with. All sections 
of our personnel forfeited their 
personal needs, such as food 
and sleep, in order to give all 
that was humanly possible to 
aid the victims of the vicious 
fascist aerial bombardment. 
Nor was the bombardment li­
mited to the front lines, for 
close to our Hospital and in 
the surrounding territory, the 
fascist planes dropped bombs 
of a different type. These we­
re flame bombs which set fire 
to the surrounding fields and 
villages. It was only a miracle 
that our Hospital escaped a 
direct hit by one of these flame 
bombs dropped from the black 
"Caproni” planes. One of the­
se bombs I personally inspec­
ted after it had done its dam­
age and saw the stamp on the 
cap that revealed its German 
origin.

One of our hospital groups 
played an effective role in eva­
cuating the wounded to our 
Base Hospitals. Evacuation is 
one of the most important 
phases of caring for the wound­
ed, and even though unherald­
ed/ supplies that link in the 
chain of military hospitals 
without which no hospital sys­
tem can function. It is this 
phase of the work that showed 
the need for more ambulances. 
Ambulances are the backbone 
of transportation from the 
lines to the front hospitals, and 
then later to the base hospi­
tals. There can be no limit to 
the number of ambulances 
needed, because the more am­
bulances available the quicker 
the wounded can be transpor­
ted to the hospital for opera­

tion. Early operation often 
means the difference between 
the life and death of the 
wounded soldier.

EVACUATION WORK

Even though we had to or­
ganize our evacuation unit very 
rapidly, it functioned most

Dr. IK Y IN G  B U S C H ,  Chie f  S u r ­
geon an d  C o m m a n d a n t  of all ti n1 

A m erican  hosp i ta ls  in Spain .

smoothly. Our base hospitals, 
which are always prepared, 
began to receive wounded in 
large numbers. A tremendous 
load was thrust suddenly upon 
our doctors and nurses who 
had to work indefatiguably to 
keep pace with the increasing 
number of wounded. Very soon 
the base hospitals were work­
ing at full capacity. There was 
no time fore rest. Both doctors 
and nurses took their tasks in 
stride cheerfully. Many of 
them had been through simi­
lar experiences. These base 
hospitals continue to be filled 
with patients who are well on 
their way to recovery.

I can offer nothing but prai­
se for the doctors and nurses 
who carry on these exhaustive 
duties, lightened only by the 
thought that they are doing 
their share in the anti-fascist 
struggle.

The volume of the work done 
by part of the American Hos­
pital Group can be appreciated 
only by actual figures;

During the past month, mo­
re than 2.500 wounded have 
been treated by us in our hos­
pitals, and our American sur­

geons have performed over 
1.000 operations of varied ty ­
pes.

The statistics also reveal a 
true picture of our aid to the 
Spanish people. Of all the 
wounded treated by us, 80 per­
cent are Spanish, and the re­
maining 20 percent Internatio ­
nals. Since all the American 
wounded pass through our 
hospital chain, we can defini- 
te 'y  say that the number of 
Americans wounded in this last 
a ttack  was comparatively ve­
ry small.

COMMON INTEREST

The common interest in this 
great anti-fascist struggle, 
which the Spaniards and the 
Internationals fighting side-by- 
side in the front lines feel, is 
carried back to the hospitals. 
The wounded who are brought 
to the hospital on different 
days report the progress of 
battle up to the time they we­
re put out of action. All the 
bovs are eager to hear the 
news, and their spirit reacts 
With the waxing and waning

of the fortunes of battle. II Is 
difficult to restrain some of 
them from wanting to return 
to the lines, even though phy­
sically Incapable, when they 
feel that their comrades are 
in need of their services. I t is 
difficult to keep the convales­
cent Noldlci'fl a t the hospitals; 
they ure restless. "When do I 
go hack to my battalion?” is 
the constant question. I t  is 
very common these days to see 
soldiers who have been wound­
ed In different battles. Only 
when the soldier is so physi­
cally Incapacitated that ho

In d ia n  P o lit ic a l 

P riso n e rs  in H u n g e r 

S tr ik e

Simla, India — One hundred 
and fifty three political pri­
soners confined in Deoli Prison 
Camp. Dabout 80 kilometres 
from Nagpur, are on a hunger 
strike of solidarity with the 
187 prisoners of the Andaman 
Island on a sim ilar strike sin­
ce the 24th. of July.

The prisoners ask:
1. The liberation of all po­

litica l prisoners.
2. The abrogation of seve­

ral restrictive laws and tk * 

annulment of the internment 
w arrants.

3. The return to India of all 
litical prisoners.

Coddling the Pirates

In spite of two notes cf 
the British Government to 
Franco, demanding the release 
of the British cargo ship “Mon­
ton”, and of its crew, and also 
for indemnity for damages suf­
fered by the ship or by its 
crew, Franco finds it conve­
nient to sulk in complete si­
lence. The fascists also claim 
that the “British Corporal” 
and other ships lately bom­
barded by fascist aviation we 
re the victims of “Red ’ planes. 
This In spite of sworn s ta te ­
ments by Danish control ob­
servers who witnessed the 
b .mbardment and declared that 
the planes were Italian.

cannot be of use in the front 
can we convince him to stay 
in the rear. Then he asks for 
work that will aid in the strug ­
gle. The spirit of the soldiers 
in the hospitals, as we see it, 
is so superb that we cannot 
see how an army of this natu ­
re can be defeated. With tin 
progress of time, the hatred 
toward the fascists increas­
es so intensely, that they will 
never be satisfied until the 
fascists are completely defea­
ted.

!)|{. 1 K \  I X<; IU M II
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M O D ER N  "R EFU G IO S" FOR PEOPLE OF V A LE N C IA
Valencia is unpleasantly near 

the Fascist air bases in the 

Balearic islands. But exposed 

to both air and sea attack  it 

was first shelled from the sea 

by the rebel cruisers “B aleares” 

and “Canarias” and sometimes 

by night by ships of unknown 

nationality which stole up, pop­

ped a few shells cf Italian m a­

nufacture into the town, and 

then made off. The first bom­

bardments were in February 

but in anticipation of them the 

municipal authorities had orde­

red the construction of bomb­

proof shelters throughout the 

city and harbour district. The­

se were already under way but

a fte r the bombardments the 

work was speeded up and ra ­

pidly brought to completion. At 

that time our only protection 

was a  Government gunboat in 

the port — now there are not 

only the an ti-aircraft batteries 

on the roofs which make an 

imposing and reassuring noise 

as soon as the sirens sound but 

the “refugios” as they are  ca­

lled in Spanish.

"Funny .stink in Room  402, isn 't 
there, ConchituT"

"Oh, th a t's  the room Franco slept 
in one night six years ago!"

The Ministry of Public Works 

supplied all the material nee­

ded, the technical direction 

being undertaken by the City 

Hall. The m aterials used are 

steel, reinforced concrete, and 

layers of earth. Pedros, the 

official architect of the muni­

cipality, was put in charge of 

the work. After careful study 

he designed two models; one 

with a  flat roof, well reinfor­

ced with steel girders; and the 

other with a vaulted roof. The 

advantage of the first is that 

it does not require as strong 

a  foundation as the other type 

but the second model dees not 

need as much steel in its cons­

truction. Both are equally 

strong. Pedros states that 

even a  500 kilogram bomb (the 

largest used by the Fascist 

aviation) dropped from a

height of 750 meters or mere, 

will not penetrate such a  rc :f.

The average “refugio” can 

hold 500 to 700 people. One 

has a capacity of 1,100 people. 

They are equipped with com­

fortable benches, electric fans, 

running water, toilets, first c:id 

kits, etc., so th a t even a .so- 

journ of several hours in them 

is no great hardship. There arc 

two doors to facilitate en tran ­

ce and they are kept scrupu­

lously clean. There are now 41 

“refugios” completed or m a r  

comp’etion in Valencia and its 

pert, duly posted with signs to 

indicate their whereabouts, So 

that most people can find < r.e 

quickly not too fa r  from their 

heroes. Plans for the construc­

tion of more are under way so 

that the entire population can 

be accomodated if necessary.

It is curious to observe the 

care with which buildings desti­

ned to such a  grim purpose ha­

ve been decorated. One would 

expect them to be grey and for­

bidding but on the contrary 

they have quite an inviting ap­

pearance. The “Valencianos” 

have softened their s:verity  by 

designing them in the modern 

style and painting them with 

bright colours inside and out, 

red, white, green, and blue. The 

floors are covered with shining 

tiles. Some of the guards a tta ­

ched to the shelters have even 

placed pots of flowers in the 
doorway.

W H O  DID IT?

Valencia, August 25.—We are 
informed from Gibraltar that 
to celebrate the anniversary of 
the rebellion in La Linea de la 
Concepcion a large monarchi­
cal f ag was displayed on one 
of the most central buildings. 
After a short time it myste­
riously disappeared and a re­
publican one appeared in its 
place.

The Black H a t: "Goddumit, how 
many tim es do I have to tell you 
1 don’t wanna hear about fu rn i­
shed rooms for rent, all modern 
conveniences and hot running 

w ater!"
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POLITICAL W O RK A M O N G  

THE 1937 RECRUITS

III,, i no lilting »f the 1937 
tltnfl l« I" begin shortly, and 
then I lie new aoldiers will be 
si*nl In Mb Brigades.

Hi,. Oaileral Commissariat
Ism I lie Commissars of all 

HMdtM In begin immediately the 
|,M<|>nrnlory work for the re- 
,,,|,|Ion or the new recruits. 
Mini lo lay the groundwork for 
||,i* organisation of good poli­
tical work among them.

In particular all Commissars 
are required to take the fo- 
Mowlng steps:

1 To organise a  reception 
for tho new recruits on the 
day of their arrival, and in 
addition to arrange a series

of nisalliiga In the Battalions 
Mild i 'iiiii|iiiiilea between the 
..iiid iiie  and Hie newcomers. 

I II,. II. ** i i*i • llltn should been-
HU ....... wlltl the Brigade's
Il'llllIII ll III Ilf el riigntie m ill w ith

th e 1 itelta nf the I'enple 'a A r-

Ml v

2, Muring the II rat dtiya

l i f te r  Hie lei 'r illta ' a rr iv a l, the

llaUallnn Uitminlaaara should 
deliver tallli' ID Which the fo­

llowing qu“"tions will be ex­
plained:

(a) Why is the Govern­
ment's People’s Army fight­
ing?

(b) Why are the generals
and the rebel insurgents hga- 
inst the Government?

(c) Why are the peasants
interested in the victory of the 
People’s Front?

(d) Why are the workers

defending the Republic against 
Fascism ?

(e) Why is our war a war 
of national independence?

(f) At the same time new 
soldiers should become fami­
liar with the organisation of 
the People’s Army and should 
understand why iron discipline 
and a good military training 
are necessary, and how the po­
litical and cultural work is or­
ganised in the Army.

3. From the first day of the 
arrival of the recruits the Bri­
gade and Battalion Commiss­
ars, with the help of the Com­
pany P o l i t i c a l  Delegates, 
should carefully study tli.‘

composition of the new re­
cruits to discover all the F as­
cist elements which may ha­
re penetrated into the ranks 
of the Army. I t  will be neces­
sary to separate all these hos­
tile elements from the units.

4. I t  will be necessary to 
make a list of all those re­
cruits who are illiterate so 
that classes can be organised 
for them.

5. I t  will be necessary to 
arrange for the co-operation 
of the recruits in the produc­
tion of the wall newspapers 
and the Brigade newspapers, 
and the same time they will 
also send their corresponden­
ce to “Vanguardia”.

6. The Commisars a t the

fronts, of the Army Corps, and 
Divisions, must constantly su ­
pervise the political work 
among the recruits and syste­
matically Inform the General 
Commissariat of the results of 
this work.

From VAN!!!'AIIDIA 

Official Organ of tho

W a r  C o in  n is ,n , r lu  t .

N o  S ea-ba th ing , 

O rd e rs  G en . F ranco

Gibraltar, August 27.—The 
number of refugees from the 
rebel zone is continually on the 
increase. More than a hundred 
have come over in the past 
week, many of them, swimming 
across the bay of Algeciras, 
who tell of the crimes commit­
ted in rebel territory. On ac­
count of these numerous esca­
pes the Franco “authorities” 
have prohibited sea bathing.

O. 1. O . S IG N S  U P  49 C A B  

O P E R A T O R S  I N  N E W -Y O R K  

C IT Y

Shorter hours, closed shop 
and minimum wage guarantees 
were won for 10,000 cab dri­
vers in New York City by the 
Transport W orkers Union, a 
C. I. O. affiliate. The drivers 
also won a yearly vacation 
with pay of 25 dollars.

“ H u’s a  h e re d ita ry  dope, ju s t  like 
Queipo de L lan o .”

N . Y . S H O $  W O R K E R S  V O -  

T E ’ F O R  C IO

The workers in 91 shoe fac­
tories in Greater New-York 
voted for the C. I. O. as their 
official collective bargaining 
agency against the A. F. of 
L. by a vote of 6.802 to 690. 
The vote will affect 10.000 
workers of the shoe industry 
in New York city. Only two 
shops remain under the juris- 
dition of the A. F. of L. in­
volving a total of 85 workers. 
In one of the shops the m a­
jority against the C. I. O. was 
so small that an appeal will 
be taken.
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ENGLISH BASE HOSPITAL 
G E T S  ITS O W N  F A R M

Valencia (A ugust 26). The 
new English base hospital 
behind the C enter fro n t is 
se ttin g  up its  own farm . They 
a lready  possess a  flock of 
sheep and five pigs. W ith a 
m inim um  of one hundred and 
fifty  patien ts , and a domestic 
and medical s ta f f  to corres­
pond, they  find th is more eco­
nomical th an  buying m ea t d a i­
ly. T hey hope to enlarge the 
fa rm  w ith in  the nex t week.

As an o th er step  tow ards solv­
ing the foed problem  a  s js t’tr.i

care of the wounded and gene­
ral w ork is being held up. Of 

course th ings are  b e tte r  th an  
they  were. We s ta rte d  w ork 
cn this hospital w ith  a  tra n s ­

p o rt section consisting of one 
sm all donkey. B ut we are  still 

in u rg en t need of am bulances 
and trucks. T ransport comes 
f ir s t  on the lis t of th ings ne­

eded th a t  we have sen t to The 
Spanish Medical Com mittee 
in London. A fte r  th a t  we have 
asked fo r clothes for the woun­

ded, a  new se t of surgical ins­

trum ents, sops, and cigarettes.

“T h e  G r e a t  MLaja  L e a h s  I s  O n ! ”

G o eb b e ls . N a z i L o u d -S p e a k e r .

of b a rte r  has been s ta r te d  in 
the village. The English, well- 

supplied w ith  su g a r and dried 

beans, b a r te r  these in the 
village fo r all necessary  fresh 

food, such as eggs and milk.

Developm ents in the hospital 
itself go on everyday. There is 

now an isolation wing, w ith its 

own kitchen, bathroom , etc. In 
addition  to the X-Ray room a 

pharm acy  has been installed. 
A disused building is being 
tu rned  into a  garage  capable 
of housing tw enty-five am bu­
lances.

Figures o f  the Earth
F rom  “Cam pos de Soria’’

Figures of the earth against the rk :

Two slow oxen patiently are plowing 

On the dry hillock, as autumn begins.

And between the may si v, black heads, bowed down, 

Beneath the heavy, oppressive yoke 

A basket, woven of reeds and broom,

Hangs heavily, the cradle of the boy-child.

And behind the slowly-moving oxen 

A man walks, l>ent earthward,

And a woman scatters, in the open furrows,
The life-giving seed.

Beneath a cloud of scarlet and flame,

In the fluid green and gold of the sun’s descending, 
The shadows loom like giants.

A N T O N I O  M A C H A D O

W ON’T DO TO HURT 

T H E  MOORS FE E LIN G S

V alm cai, A ugust 26.—A s a 

delicate a tten tio n  to  the Moors 

b rought to  Spain by Franco 

and his generals to k ill Spa­

n iards, the  iconography of the 

rebel zone has suffered  a  cu­

rious change. The severed 

heads of M oham m edans th a t 

a re  usually  found in religious 

p ictu res of Sain t Jam es the 

M oorkiller under the  hoofs of 

the horse ridden by the  Saint 

have been painted out. Sain t 

Jam es the  M oorkiller now ri­

des a  cloud instead of a  p ra n ­

cing w hite horse.

"We hope we'll have som eth ­

ing to pu t in it when i t ’s fin ish ­
ed", says one of the doctors. 
“O ur chief trouble a t the m om ­
ent Is tran sp o rt. Ju s t  now both

Of the 210 mile- railway line 
from Kubstovka to Kidder, in 
Kazakhstan, which is to be com- 
p ’e te r  in five months, 160 miles 
have already been laid. On this 
section, all the station buildings, 
pumps, power stations, clubs, 
schools and dwellings have been 
built.

The remaining 50 miles to Kid­
der will bo the most difficult of 
the line. Here a way will have co 
be cut through the northern a lo­
pes of the Altai Mountain Range 
and 30.000.000 cubic feet of ro< k 
blasted and cleared sway.
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M A D R I D - A F T E R  THREE
By Leland Stowe.lust a  m onth ago I sailed 

from New Y ork on m y w ay 
took  to  M adrid, a fte r  an ab- 
Minoe of th ree  long years. I ’ve 
been naked to tell w hat it feels 
like lo re tu rn  to  Spain in the 
millet of a  w a r which is both 
U olvll w ar and a  foreign  in- 
Vlislun To do th a t let me give 
you the con trasts which have 
•w arm ed upon me ever since 1 
mile In from  Valencia ten  days 
•go,

I first cam e to  M adrid in 
February , 1929. I  w as the P a ­
ris correspondent of the New 
Volk Herald Tribune a t  th a t 
I line There had been an  unsuc­
cessful revolt against the mili- 
U iy  d icta tor, Prim o de Rivera. 
In the next six  years I  visited 
kpnlu often — Just before the 
Republic and In Its early  years. 
My Ins! Journalistic visit was
10 report the popular uprising 
of Oi lItber, 1934. M adrid was 
1111M111 11011II11I law, The Civil 
tlUftrils, ns nervous us a  bunch 
of lew recruits,  wore Nhooting 
si shallows Including their 
nwiH I'edcnlrllllis walked thro- 
M*H I lie streets,  always In the 
middle of Hie street, with 
I I i h I i  bauds held shove their 
bead* (lint an (lie guardians 
id Hie law would have no ox 
r o s e  f l i t  s I i h h I I m h  I Item III Ihc 
Inn li t e l  I hem was 110 serious
IlHIlltll I I I Madrid Tile people':!
revolt a s ’Rlial a icio II1111111 v 
anil • <| H till I)' h 11 aovci ooiciil bud 
Mill hi'ii ayuebriMllsed llllo 
iialoml Ihe iiiiioliy, ami il< fall-
011 here hafoio 1 1 houan Well, 
Ilia) wan Hie MaMild Ihal I saw 
last. A MaMihl under nmrllnl 
law nervous, tense and 
gloomy.

Ten days ago I came back 
to 11 M adrid which baa bud a 
powerful, m echanised arm y -

a  large  p a r t  of it composed of 
m ercenaries and foreign fa s ­
c is ts —  ham m ering  a t  its g a te s

fo r nine long m onths! W hat 
did I find ? I  heard  the  guns 
boom ing on the  o u tsk irts  of

YEARS
the city, m orning and night. 
But the people of M adrid were 
going about th e ir a ffa irs  as 
calm ly as if they  w ere in St. 
Louis or San Francisco. There 
was no tenseness about the 
m en and women on the streets, 
nor ab o u t the children skipping 
rope in the squares n e a r the 
P u e rta  del Sol. T here w as no 
gloom in th e ir faces, nor in the 
a ir. W hy th is am azing change 
in a ttitu d e ?  I th in k  the reason 
is perfec tly  simple. In  1934 the 
cause of the  common people of 
Snain had been defeated once 
m ore, a s  on so m any  countless 
tim es before in this nation’s 
unhappy history. In  August, 
1937, the  common people of 
Spain have shown a  s treng th  
unprecedented In centuries of 
unequal struggle. Today they 
know th a t no arm y  of Spa­
n iards I say  Spnn'ui'ds — is 
a s  powerful as their own. They 
arc  equally confident th a t  the 
Ita lian  and G erm an Fascists, 
who constitu te the backbone of 
F ranco 's rebel forces, cannot de­
feat them  in the  end. This is 
the sp ir it of M adrid, the  b ra ­
vest city  in the  world.

You will say, “Now don't ge t 
emotional on u s!” No, I  don’t  
intend to get emotional either. 
I 'll sim ply try  to give you some 
of m y own experiences and ob­
servations. F irs t  of all, th ere ’s 
a  lot of ta lk  in A m erica and 
o ther fore ign  lands about irhni 
M adrid will fall. M ost of it 
comes from  people who know 
nothing about th e  Spanish peo­
ple - and nothing about M a­
drid. L et me say  righ t now th a t 
I ’ve m ot a  large  num ber of fo ­
reign  correspondents since I 
cam e here and I hav en 't m et 
a  single new spaperm an who

(C o n tin u e d  o n  p a g e  4 .1

C H I N A  T O D A Y

Ja p a n ’s m arch in*China: 1. Form osa ceded to Jap an  in 1805.
2. P o rt A rth u r and K w an tung  Peninsula leased by Jap an  in 1905.
3. K arafu to  ceded to Jap an  in 1905 by czarist Russia 4. Korea 
annexed by Jap an  in 1910. 5 M ukden seized by Jap an  in 1931. 
0. Shanghai bom barded by Jap an  in 1932. 7. M anchuria annexed 
by Jap an  as puppet s ta te  of “M anchukuo" in 1933. 8. Jehol 
province annexed by M anchukuo in 1933. 1). "Kant Hopei Autono­
mous A nti-Com intern G overnm ent" form ed by Jap an  in 1935. 
The present invasion by Jap an  seeks to conquer the N orth China 
provinces of Hopei and C hahar, shown by the heavy black line. 
The Hopei-Chahar Political Council was formed in 1935 com pris­
ing Hopei province, except the tw enty-tw o provinces held by the 
ICast Hopei "governm ent", and p a r t  of Chahar, except th a t under 
do facto Japanese control. The shaded portion shows the  five 
northern  provinces, Hopei, C hahar, Shantung. Suiyuan, and 
Shansi, Ja p a n ’s nex t goal.
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