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WORKERS AGE

The ILP and the Comintern

(Continued from previous issue)
Fusion Of Interests Inside And Outside Of U.S.S.R.

The basic interests of the Soviet proletariat and of the
working class in capitalist countries are fused and indivis-
ible. If the proletariat in the capitalist countries did not
support the Soviet Union, intervention would come rapidly
enough and the Soviet Union would be in danger of being
overthrown. If a failure or disaster were to befall the
Soviet Union, it would spell the blackest defeat and dark-
est reaction for the workers and oppressed colonial mass-
es throughout the world for many years, Should the in-
ternational proletarian sympathy and support for the
U.S.S.R. grow, then, the growth of Socialist construc-
tion in the Soviet Union the Socialist victory, would be
speeded up tremendously. If the Soviet Union moves
forward rapidly in its drive for Socialist construction, the
socialist victories achieved go a long way towards
strengthening the proletarian positions of battle against
international capitalism.

No one will deny that Stalin’s factional methods, both
in the Communist Party of the Soviet Union and in the
Comintern especially, that the factional regime, its clique-
boasting and burocratic perversion of correct tactical
policies with the consequent weakening of the Communist
International, have given to bourgeois critics and to the
Trotskyites plenty of talking points for such inventions
and crudities such as the idea that the Soviet Union is
no longer interested in the world revolution and is con-
cerned only with the problems of Soviet economic con-
struction. Whatever be the criticism we may level against
Stalin, yet we never can stoop to deny that it was none
other than Stalin himself who clearly said in reply to
Trotsky at the Seventh Enlarged Plenum of the ECCI
in December, 1926 that:

“The interests and tasks of the proletariat of the U.S.5.R. are in-
terwoven and integrally connected with the interests and the tasks
of the revolutionary movement in all countries and vice wersa, the
tasks of the revolutionary proletariat of all countries are insepar-
ably connected with the tasks and achievements of the proietariat
of the US.5.R. on the front of socialist construction.”

For the C.P.S.U. Lenin’s remarks to the Thirteenth
Party Congress hold good. Lenin then said:

“We live not only in a state but jn a system of states and the
existence of the Soviet republic side by side with imperialist states
for any length of time is inconceivable. Finally, one or the other
must conguer.”

* % %

C. L. Ultra-Left Tactics Bring Paralysis

The fact that Stalin’s ultra-left sectarian tactics in the
Communist International have brought paralysis to the
Comintern, particularly in the present moment of splendid
opportunities for the development of the revolutionary
movement against capitalism, does not mean that his in-
tentions are bad or that his plans are to sacrifice the
world revolution. It does mean that his present policies
in the Comintern are wrong, are bad.

If your evaluation of the motives animating the C.P.
S.U.s attitude toward the world revolution were correct,
then, the Comintern should be considered a counter-revo-
lutionary organization, a betrayer of the principles of
Marx and Lenin. If this were true, then, the LL.P. should
under no circumstances seek to affiliate sympathetically
or fully with the Communist International. That is why
we, of the International Communist Opposition, have
placed so much stress on the following: the communists
of all countries must guard against ultra-left sectarian
adventurism with special vigilance in these days of dying
capitalism as a world system. Leftist sectarianism is the
most deadly enemy of the international communist move-
ment in its present decisive combat with social reform-
ism and fascism—the two guardians at the death-bed of
the dying, but still far from dead, order of capitalist ex-

ploitation. At this point we will remind Comrade Stalin
of his own very effective answer to the Trotskyites when
they first proposed tactics for the Comintern very much
akin to, if not identical with, the present tactics of the
C. I. The comrades of the LL.P. will be interested in

knowing that at the Seventh Enlarged Plenum of the
E.C.C.I. Stalin said:

..... and that therefore jt is possible to leap over these

strate the revision of the tac-
ption of the trade union movement
does it mwean to ignore facts, to ignore
3 ess of affairs? It means to abandon science and
to resort to witcheraft, This gives rise to adventunsm in the pel-
icy of the Upposition (Trotzkyite) Bloe.”
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facts and by
tics of the
in the West,

Qur Indictment Of Comintern’s Tactical Course

It is precisely along these lines that we indict the pres-
ent tactics of the C.I. We have not forgotten that when
Lenin worked in the Communist International he repeated-
ly warned those of us who were working there with him
that “we should on no account lose sight of the originality
in development, that we should not look at things in a
stereotyped manner, that we should be able to distinguish
and to perceive simultaneously both what is most general
and also the minor peculiarities which sometimes play a
decisive role in the subsequent transition on the road to
communism.”

For us of the International Communist Opposition the
following advice of Lenin to the Third World Congress
of the Comintern, held at a time similar to our present
days, is still very much in force:

“The fundamental tasks of the Communist Party in the current
crisis 15 to conduct, extend, widen and wunite the present detensive
fight of the proletanat and sharpen it towards the final political
struggle in accordance with the course of evolution. Should, how-
ever, the pace of development slacken and the present economic
crisis be followed by a period of prosperity in a greater or less num-
ber of countries, this would by no means be an indication of the
beginning of the organic epoch. So long as capitalism ewists, pericdic
vacillations are inevitable., These wvacillations are going to accomi-
pany capitalism in its death agony as was the case during s
youth and maturity.”

* ok ok

Soviet Foreign Policy And World Revolution

We further deny that there is any conflict between the
interests of Soviet foreign policy and the interests of
the world revolution. We maintain that the present for-
eign policy of the Soviet Union is correct, is in the inter-
ests of world peace which the proletariat so sorely needs,
and is a continuation of the basic fundamentals of Soviet
foreign policy as laid down by Lenin in the instructions
to the delegation of the Soviet Union to the Genoa Con-
ference in 1922. Carrying out this line of Lenin, Chicherin
then declared in behalf of the Soviet Union:

“The Russian delegation recognizes that, in the present historical
period, which permits a parallel coexistence of the old social order
and the new one being born, econumic collaboration between the
powers representing the two ms &f property s urgently neces-
sary for general economic recomstruction. . . . The Russian delega-
tion has come here net to make propaganda for its theoretical wiews
but to et up practical relations with the goveraments."

Let us also draw your attention to an interview be-
tween the British journalist, W. T. Goode, with Lenin in
1919 in reference to Soviet foreign policy. When Mr.
Goode asked Lenin what guarantees could be offered
against official propaganda among the Western peoples,
if by any chance relations with the Soviet Republics were
opened, Lenin replied that the Bolsheviks had declared to
Bullitt (now American ambassador to the U.S.5.R.) that
they were ready to sign an agreement not to make offi-
cial propaganda. It was Lenin himself who emphasized
to Bullitt that as a government the Soviets were ready
to “undertake that no official propaganda should take
place. If private persons undertook propaganda they
could do it at their own risk and be amenable to the laws

of the country in which they acted.”

We cannot emphasize to you too strongly that you are
laying yourself wide open to justifiable attacks by the
Comintern burocratic leadership when you make so un-
justifiable a criticism of the Soviet Union as when you
speak of its promising “to repudiate the essential activi-
ties of its own sections” in other countries. ‘Apparently
you have in mind articles 3 and 4 of the Litvinori-Roose-
velt agreement leading to American recognition of the
U.S.S.R. There is no cause for excitement over these para-
graphs. Litvinoff was right when he declared that these
articles are “the fixed policy of the government of the
U.S.8.R.” When Lenin was at the head of the C.P.S.U.
and the C.I., the Soviet government signed a treaty of
peace with Esthonia at Tartu on February 2, 1920 in which
is found the following paragraph, article T, section a:

* . 1o forbid the formation, and the presence in their terri-
tory, of 4ny orgamizations ur groups whatsoever cdaiming to govern
all or pait o + territary of the other contracting party, and the
prescnce -.'JJ- ep senlatives or ais ol i_'l'!;dlli/..:l:L‘-}l: or BT 1ps
whose object is to overthrow the government of the other party to
the Treaty.”

And Article 4, section 2, of the peace treaty between
Latvia and the Soviet Union signed on August 11, 1620
is identical with the one quoted above. In Article 5 of
the final peace of Riga, March 18, 1921, between l?oland
and the R.S.F.SR. and the Ukraine not only did the
governments pledge themselves to refrain from interfer-
ence in each other's internal affairs but the following is
also agreed to:

“Each of the contracting Parties undertakes not to create or pro-
tect organizations which are formed with the object of encouraging
armed conflict against the other Contracting Party or of undermin-
ing its territorial integrity, or of subverting by force its political or
social institutions, nor ¥et such organizations as claim to be the
Government of the other Party or of a part of the territories of the
other party. The Contracting Paruies, therelore, undertake o pre-
vent such organizations, their offical representatives and other per-
sons connected therewith, from establishing themselves on their ter-
ritory, and to prohibit military recruiting, etc. . . .
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Greetings to I. L. P. National Conference

Comrades, we have perhaps imposed entirely too much
on you in our lengthy statement. However, we feel so0
keenly th importance of the problems which you have
raised and which we are facing in common, that we found
it necessary to present our viewpoint in a rather detailed
manner. We hope that the L.L.P. at its forthcoming Nation-
al Conference, will take steps towards adopting a position
which will insure its becoming a powerful factor not only
in the achievement of the unification of the Communist
forces of Great Britain, but of the world Communist move-
ment as well. The Communist party of the United States
(Opposition) is prepared to cooperate with you in a truly
comradely fashion towards the achievement of this end
which we consider as the most vital need of the world
proletariat.

We extend to you fraternal greetings and express our
sincerest hopes that your forthcoming National Confer-
ence will be successful and will prove of real service in
the struggle for the reconstruction and reunification of
the World Communist Movement, for the restoration of
the Communist International to the tactical path of
Leninism and organizational principles laid down in the
basic Theses and Statutes of the C.L

For the achievement of these objectives, we of the
1.C.0,, invite your comradely cooperation.

Forward to World Communist Unity!

Forward to the victory of the International Proletariat!

NATIONAL COMMITTEE
COMMUNIST PARTY U.S.A. (OPPOSITION)
Jay Lovestone, Sec'y.

THE DRESSMAKERS PROGRAM

(Continued from Page 1)

lines, the industry was completely
paralyzed and the manutacturers
were compelled to grant the de-
mands of the Union. We succeed-
ed in building up a powerful union
and in winning the 35-hour week,
guaranteed minimum wage scales,
jobbers responsibility, etc. Not
only that but we forced the NRA
to incorporate these gains of ours
into the Dress Code adopted later

on,
* & %

Keeping The Gains Of The Strike

5. The progressive administra-
tion was not content to rest on its
laurels gained in the general
strike. It immediately started a
campaign for the strict enforce-
ment of the agreement. It rea-
lized that to win the strike was
only one stage of the battle; the
next, and equally important stage
was to keep the gains. We knew
that the jobbers and manufactur-
ers would not willingly grant the
conditions obtained from them in
the strike, that they would use
all kinds of schemes to evade the
provisions of the agreement in the
shops. We therefore insisted on the
utmost vigilance on the part of
the Joint Board. We therefore
warned against the intention of
the Dress Code authority arbitrar-
ily to modify our agreement and,
when the Code Authority actual-
ly carried out its intention, we

mobilized the membership of our
Local against the compliance with
the NRA. As soon as the jobbers
took advantage of the slack period
to cut wages, the progressive ad-
ministration of our Local proposed
to the Joint Board to take drastic
action against them by stopping
off groups of workers employed
by the same jobber. As a conse-
quence came the jobbers stoppage
in January in which about 20,000
dressmakers were involved in the
fight against wage reductions.
This stoppage affected the entire
industry, checking the drive to de-
stroy minimum wage scales and
increasing wages in all crafts. It
taught the jobbers that the Union
would not tolerate any schemes to
undermine or nullify the agree-
ment. It was also a lesson to
many of our conservative leaders
that the program advocated by
the progressive administration of
Local 22 was the only effective
program,

We also realized the importance
of maintaining the 35-hour week.
We therefore urged the establish-
ment of a special Joint Board de-
partment (the Union Defenders
Committee) to patrol the districts
to see that no shops worked over-
time or on holidays.

For the more thoro enforce-
ment of conditions, and in order
to bring about standardization and
the abolition of competition be-
tween groups of workers employed

by the same jobber, we proposed tures and discussions held, recrea-

that all contracting shops working
for one jobber be under the con-
trol of one business agent, thus
making possible the close and ef-
fective cooperation of all chair-
men and price committees. This
plan was accepted and will be put
into effect very shortly.
*® = ®
Drawing In The New Union
Members

6. The general strike swept into
our Union tens of thousands of
new members, dressmakers who
had never belonged to any union
before and who had very little ac-
guaintance with the labor move-
ment. From the beginning, the
progressive administration regard-
ed it as one of its main tasks to
draw these new elements into the
active life of the Union, to edu-
cate them in the spirit of union-
ism, to develop their class con-
sciousness and their understand-
ing of the problems of labor. Al-
ready groups of active Union
members have been formed among
these new elements (Spanish, Ne-
gro, American, ete.) and large
numbers are participating actively
in Union work.

Our Educational Work

7. In line with its aim of devel-
oping the consciousness and under-
standing of the membership, the
progressive administration initiat-
ed an extensive program of edu-
cational activities. Classes on
many subjects have been opened in
the residential districts as well as

in the Union headquarters, lec-

tional and cultural groups started
and so on. In order to reach the
many thousands of our Union mem-
bers with our message, in order to
cement nbre firmiy their rela-
tions with the Local administra-
tion, we recently began to issue
our own paper, “The Union Dress-
maker”, published in three lan-
guages,

These are some of the accom-
plishments standing to the credit
of the progressive administration
of Local 22. The Dressmakers
Progressive Group is proud of
this record of achievement and
feels justified in appealing to you
for your support in the torthcom-
ing elections.

£ E *
OQOur Program For The Future

The Dressmakers Progressive
Group will carry on in the future
the fight along the same lines as
in the past.

1. We will carry on the fight
for the strict enforcement of the
agreement and Union standards in
the shops.

* *
For The 30-Hour Week And
Higher Minimums

2, We will begin a fight for the
30-hour week and higher guaran-
teed minimum wage scales. The
35-hour week has not absorbed the
thousands of unemployed in our
trade. Inflation and the rising
cost of living are actually reduc-
ing our standards even tho the
scales remain the same. We there-
fore propose that the Union meet
this situation by demanding the

30-hour week and higher mini-
mum scales,
E E 3 =
For Unemployment Insurance

3. We stand for unemployment
insurance paid by the employers
and administered by the Union.
Qur industry being seasonal s0
that the workers are at best em-
ployed only part of the year, the
employers must shoulder the bur-
den of maintaining the workers
in the industry in slack periods.

£ * "

For Week Work

4, We propose to begin an agi-
tation for week work. In our in-
dustry, with its constantly chang-
ing styles and many lines of work,
the only completely effective way
of safeguarding the wages of the
workers is week work.

5. It has become clear that, un-
der conditions today, our present
Union structure is no longer ef-
fective or workable. We propose
the abolition of craft locals and
the reconstruction of the entire
Union along more ir;dustrial lines.

* %

For Progressivism In The
American Labor Movement
6. We stand for progressive poli-
cies in the American labor move-
ment as a whole. We propose to
carry on a fight against the old
reactionary leadership and policies
in the A. F. of L., which are re-
tarding the progress of American
labor.
Support The Progressive
Candidates!
Dressmakers! After so
(Continued on Page 8)
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THE RIVERA MURAL AT RADIO CITY DESTROYED BY JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER, JR.

AGAIN DUALISM
COLLAPSES

The Anthracite strike, led by the
new Anthracite Union, ended on
February 10, with no gains what-
sver for the miners. The Anthra-
site  Conciliation Board, known
among the miners as “the grave-
yard of miners’ grievances” had
been first designated by the Na-
tional Labor Board to be the agen-
2y but on protest from the new
anion this decision was revised.
The Conciliation Board consisted of
three coal operators and three Dis-
trict Presidents of the U.M.W.A.
with Gorman as the umpire. Ac-
cording to the new provision all
grievances will be decided upon
by Umpire Gorman himself. This
is the very same Gorman who in
the numerous grievances, which he
passed upon previously, practical-
ly always decided for the operators
and against the miners.

President Maloney. of the new
union now hails Gorman as a
square shooter who will give the
miners a break. Some 750 griev-
ances collected by the new union
has already been sent to Gorman

In 1932 when Maloney, I and
many others. were expelled for 15
vears for strike actlivity within the
UMW.A.. we were at the same
time discharged from work. When
a motion was presented at our
Local Union 466, that we take
our case to the Conciliation Board.
Maloney. I and others got up and
stated that we will not place our
case before the Board because we
don’t believe in it, because we
know that Gorman will uphold the
operators.

Less than two years have gone
and Maloney has changed plenty.
He has combpletely changed his
mind about Gorman and sends him
750 grievances, at the same time
telling the miners that they will
get an honest decision.

Miners, I leave it to yvou now to
judge for wvourself the kind of
leadership Maloney is giving us. Is
there any difference between him
and the enrrunt officials of the
U.M.W.A. The best thing vou can
do is to join into one union—the
TT.M.W.A.—and clean it out fro
the inside, —F. V.

PROTESTS

The undersigned Mexican artists
and I, Diego Rivera, feel indebted
to the American working class and
to the artists who protested against
the destruction of the frescoes
painted on the walls of the build-
ing of Radio City, for they under-
stand the enormity of the assasi-
nation of human creation. We
want to express to them our deep-
est gratitude for this act of sym-
pathy.

At the same time we energetic-
ally protest the stupid interpre-
tation given to Diego Rivera's
words, concerning the importance
of finishing the mural at Radio
City and rather seeing it destroyed
than permitting it to be mutilated.
The cowardly 'interpretation of
Rockefeller was that Diego Rivera
authorized thereby the destruction
of the painting.

We want to protest also the at-
titude  of the painters who pro-
fessed satisfaction with the mali-
cious interpretation of Rockefeller
and took their own pictures again
to the exhibition after having with-
drawn them.

We protest above all because the
Rockefellers, not satisfied with the
destruction of the frescoes, hid
their real purpose in a cowardly
manner, behind a deliberate mis-
interpretation of the artist's words.

We now demand in the name of
civilization and as a matter of ele-
mental justice, the establishment
of a legal guarantee to protect
aesthetic creation, really belonging
to humanity altho now in the hands
of the capitalist who pays for it.

We also want to say that we un-
derstand that a work of art is al-
ways useful to productive men
and helpful to the progress of hu-
man collectivity. This iz the mean-
ing and the cause of our present
struggle.

Useless or false art is that art
which develops the opposite effect
in human minds, that is to say, the
effect of paralyzing action, art
which possesses no collective util-
itv, for the benefit of individual
interests of powerful millionaires.
Morphine and cocaine are prepared
bv men to act as a medicine, but

they have also become poisons of
humanity owing to the criminal ac-

tions on the part of capitalism.
Mexico, D. F., Feb. 20, 1934
(Signed)

Juan O’Gorman, architect; Salo-
mon Kahan, writer; Ignacio Millan,
physician; C. Campos Alatorre,
writer; Carlos Chavez, musician;
Ricardo Ortega, architect; Jorge
Encison, archaeologist; Rodolfo
Usigli, writer; German Cueto,
sculptor; R. Lago; Frances Toor,
writer; Angel Salas, theatrical ac-
tor; Rufino Tamayoe, painter;
Emanuel Palacios, physician; J. M.
Anaya, painter; J. Guerrero Gal-
van, painter; Maximo Pacheco,
painter; Antonio M. Ruiz, painter;
Ramon Alva, painter; Jose Pomer,
musician; Roberto Montenegro,
painter; Agustin Yanez, painter;
H. Perez Martinez; Julio Prieto,
architect; Julio Castellanos, paint-
er; R. Reyes Perez, painter; Al-
fredo Salce, painter; Jesus Alfaro
Siqueiros, theatrical actor; An-
tonio Mediz Bolio, lawyer; Carlos
Obregon Santacilia, architect; F.
Revueltas, painter; J. de Jesus
Marin, physician and surgeon; Jose
Lopez Moctezuma, architect; Car-
los Cordoba, civil engineer; Carlos
Tarditti, architect; Alfonso Gar-
cia Benitez, engineer; Rafael Bal-
derrama, painter; N. Grajales, en-
gineer; Angel Braecho, painter, An-
tonio Pujol, painter; Vicente Eche-
verria del Prado; Gonsalo Selva*
Carlos Merida, painter; Francisecs
Diaz de Leon, painter, Carlos Oroz-
eo Romero. painter; Manuel Marti-
nez Valadez: Hermilo Jimenez
painter; Gabriel Fernandez Ledes-
ma, painter; Francisco Marin, phy-
sieian and surgeon; Ramon Alva de
la Canal, painter: Pablo O'Higgins.

painter; Luis Ortiz Monasterio,
sculptor; Alfonso Gutierrez Her-
mosillo, writer, Maria Izquierdo,
painter; Isabel Villasenor v R.,

painter: Maria Becerra Gonzales;
Jorge Vicario Ramon; Palma Guil-
len, teacher; Manuel Alvarez Bra-
vo, photographer; Dolores Alvarez

Bravo, photographer; Jose Luis
Cuevas, architect; Enrique Ibanez,
architect; Luis Cuevas. architect;
Justino Fernandez; Frieda K. de
Rivera, painter; Nina 0'Goerman

painter; Susana Pradat, modiste;
P. Bernot, architect; Leonardo No-
riega, architeet; Juan Legarreta,

AGAINST VANDALISM

Einstein on
Rivera

Princeton, Feb. 13, 1934.

Jay Lovestone

New Workers School,
51 West 14 Street
New York, N. Y.

My dear sir:

I thank you heartily for the
photographs of the Rivera paint-
ings. 1 believe that your school
has thru the decoration of its halls
with these paintings earned a last-
ing merit for the development of
art in the United States. There
iz in these paintings such force
and originality as present-day
art can hardly be said to possess.

Again thanking you heartily

I am

A. EINSTEIN.

P. 8—I am writing the artist

with,the same mail.

* * *

The Letter To Rivera

“Dear Mr, Rivera:

The New Workers School of New
York has sent me photographs of
the paintings with which you have
decorated that institution. I am
happy to take this opportunity to
express my deep admiration.

“It would be difficult to name
an artist of the present time whose
work has moved me so profound-
ly. I wish the world would rec-
ognize more what you have given
)}

architect; Alvaro Aburto, architect;
Salvador Roneal, architect; Carlos
Gonzalez, painter; Emma Gonza-
lez: Ricardo Rivas, architect; Grace
Greenwood, painter; Aqueles Vela,
writer; Marion Greenwood, paint-
er; Jesus Bracho, painter; Carlos

Bracho, sculptor; Carlos Ledue,
architect; Franciseco M. Negrete,
architect; Anuar Nasib Kuri,
painter.

N. Y. MACHINISTS
ORGANIZING

The unions in the machine and
metal industry have recently un-
dertaken an intensified organiza-
tion drive to strengthen their po-
sition and to facilitate their fight
for better working conditions and
for complete unionization of the
metal industry. The conditions in
the machine and metal plants sel-
dom were as bad as they are at
the present time. Wages in most
of the factories and shops are
about the same as they were at
the lowest point of the ecrisis—
anywhere from 45 cents to 75
cents an hour for skilled machin-
ists and tool makers. Only in those
shops where the union carried on
active organization work, were the
wages increased to make up the
difference for the shorter hours.

On March Tth, the Metal Trades
Department of the A. F. of L.
held a large open meeting at the
Manual Training High School in
Brooklyn. There was a large
turnout of workers from the ship-
building and ship-repair yards and
shops in the Port of New York.
John P. Frev. Secretary-treasurer
of the Metal Trades Department of
the A. F. of L. was the principal
speaker,

A mass meeting has also been
called by Unity Lodge No. 416 of
the International Association of
Machinists for March 16th at Pil-
grim Hall, 290 Court Street, Brook-
lyn. A leaflet announcing this
meeting addressed to all machin-
ists, tool and die makers, machine
operators, and all those employed
in the manufacture of tools and
machine parts is being widely dis-
tributed.

Unity Lodge No. 416 at their
meeting on February 9th also car-
ried a motion to communicate with
the Grand Lodge and the District
Office of the International Asso-
ciation of Machinists, informing
them of their plans for organiza-
tion and recommending a concen-

trated national organization drive
throughout the TUnited States in

the coming spring.
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