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In the case of (he railwas.

o Army of Workers

The superficial observer of thc '*-ocm!ht movement i Zpt to
measire its strength by the number Ln{ puhlw mm.tmgm field. books
Written pr papers circrlated. :

Al these things have their place and an rmwrtam one in S0~

ciafisteactivity, but after all they arve the sx‘npcrﬁcml phenomena,
1 Beneath all these, thé foundation of the whole movement, the
base of the structure, as it were, lies the individual actx\ ity ‘of ‘tens
-of thousands of Socialist workers.

Every workshop, mitk e, iactorv or §Iore is a place of prop-
aganda. | Not an hour of the day, or aight, passes that a thousand
propaganda meetings are nor heing held somcwhcre in the United
States.  Usualiv there are hut two perwn-. present at these meets
ings—the Sacialist and one of his fellow workers, to whom he is
teBing the story of human emancipation. | Sonietinies at ‘the dinner
hour, or perhaps in some meeting place ni !ahurcrs there may be a
dozen or more listeners.

Here the qnestion of ‘mcvahuu e discrssed moevery phmc. The
Socialist carries a stock of pamphlets, or at least a couple of copies of
& paper with himn. and lepds these to the possible convert as soon as
he shows the Jeast sign 'of linterest. i i

In (howsands of fittle villages there is to be found a single
individoal, designated as a crank by s ncx;‘hbnrh whose pockets
are always filled with Secialist lterature, who te a tireless pnpaid
agent dor Sacialist periodicals, who may be faund at alnost any
hour of the day or night. expounding the tnths ol Socialism to those
who can be inditced' tof Tisten,

Gradually the scoffing s 0 interest land then' to conviction *
and another center of Socialist activity has arisen 1o send out new
propagandists, )

The wandering lue of the profetarian carries these propagandists
into ‘every niche of the industnial edifice of today, and wherever they
go they carry ‘the dottrines of Seclism,

11, a5 15 sometintes the case, the Socialist meets with an argument’ .
that i5 new to him. he always knows where ito find an answer. The
literature of Socialism with it thonsands of volumes, in which every
possible objection has been met and answered a hundred tines is at
his disposal. . A fellow Soctalist will Jend him the volume i he does
not have it, or the next meeting of the local organization furnishes
him with the required ammumition, and le returns 1o the fray,

When he visits 'a neighbor he always careies his Soctalism with
Him, and in a thousand laborers’ homes tofught the subject of ]abm s
~tn.'"-1c for hberty 18 hemgr discussed,

These  tireless, unconnted multitudes of preachers of the new
gospel of man’s salvation from econamic damnation are as.undaunted
by hfficulties ‘as any missionaries: of the ‘gospel of Christ or Mo-

animegl,  Nor are the dangers which confront them less. ! The jun-
gleés ‘of sapitalism are mfe«lul with beasts as deadly 1o mankind as
flany tha: haunt the African forests: Death by starvdtion through
Jock-out dnd black-list, suffering and ostracism froni capitalist con-
trafled society-—all these have been borne in the pist by thopsands
of these humble: unrecorded missionaries of Socialismy and will be
siffered by thousands more in the future if the ‘vccasion demands,

1114 this Host of gmet individual workers that gives the miove-
ment its irresistible; almost cosmic character. i ;

Rulers may shisot, unprison, guillotine, ostracise the prommcnt
workers, destray papers, prohibit mcetings, arrest pul Jlic propagan® -
“dists, but the work of ulucatu»n .md agnatmn goes on with scarccly
@ check!

It is like the work of the muhnudmrms armies of ants that honcy-
comb a great ruin until it falls to carth, while the exterior remains
‘apprently untouched.  So' the hideous ruin of capitalitm has been.
honeycombed until itiis ready to fall; while much of its cxtcnor e
mains unrham:cd

The press and pulpit and lrum'e pla'im'm the lcgm]atue bodles,
U the institutions and forms of capn.llhm appear unchanged.  Buot be-
‘heath all these the steady wark of millions of propagandists ‘has
honeyeombed the foundation until thesc msulunom are all but ready
.t crumble tato dust.

But these multitirdes of propagandists are more like lhe coral
insect than the white ant.  They are CONSTRUCT IVE as well as.
DESTRUCTIVE.

a3t is that they have built up among thc workers the ontlmcs
of the new society that is to arise upon the ruing of the old.

Everywhere the organizations of labor dre training the men Land
womien for the tasks of the new wcwly and preparmg the way for,

their rulership. ' i i

'Agmmt smch a moyement a< this no powcr can prevatl

.

17&2 Slave’s Awakening e
\\'hzt say you; the factory whistle blows’ e
; 1 do not care; I shall not work taday—

o ‘ My body aches from ycsternight-—-—l'll rest,
The sun shines and the flowers’ sweet perfume‘
Wait by a gentle breeze penndc% the room;
1l go to the woods and fields of green; : e i
" Where the bu-dq sing and all nature is serene, i

- Or to the npplmg brook where the finny tribe doth pury g
. here beneath the shade oF some great oak ]'II hx : ‘
:\nd drcam of natare and her mysteries; ‘
. And when the shades of c\'enurg come
And the stars peep. thmﬂgh the curtain of the mght
Il! ask if in the ttmversc there is . ,
"molhcr world as beauuful as thu. R i

5‘\\1&1 s that you say1'—1 have no time to think

O canse and effect and from nature's ioumam drink,
3 ‘That the machine by which Llive
Will soon be manned by other hands—and I
St ] '”chwic:e‘; to ymrk or smrve and die?
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