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TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE

On December 1, 1934, in Leningrad, a young Communist
named Nikolaiev shot and killed Sergei M. Kirov, member of
the “Politburo” and one of the outstanding figures of the
Soviet regime.

Nikolaiev’s shot proved to be fatal not only to Kirov but
also to the country as a whole and to the Communist Party.
It gave rise to a new wave of terror on the part of the gov-
ernment and ushered in a new phase in the evolution of the
Communist dictatorship.

For the first time, outstanding leaders of the October
revolution fell victims of the terror.

These simple facts are clear enough, but what has mysti-
fied the world is the manner in which the old Bolshevist
guard has been disposed of, the conduct and “confessions” of
these leaders of Bolshevism in the two trials in Moscow
which led to the execution of most of them and the imprison-
ment of others, and the actual circumstances surrounding the

| Zinoviev-Kamenev-Smirnov trial of August, 1936, and the
Radek-Piatakov trial of January, 1937.

The document presented in this pamphlet—*A Letter from
an Old Bolshevik”—casts an illuminating light upon the en-
tire proceedings. Written from Moscow after the Zinoviev-

Kamenev-Smirnov trial, it does not deal with the trial pro-
ceedings themselves, but helps us understand more than any-
thing else yet made available the personal, political and
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psychologic forces surrounding both trials. It lifts the curtain
upon the drama as it was played not in the courtroom of
the Supreme Court of the USSR but behind the scenes where
it was actually staged. The letter illumines like a stroke of
lightning the reasons for the Moscow trials and how they
were prepared. It helps us understand not only the trials
themselves but the entire character of the present phase of the
Soviet regime, the conduct of the accused and Stalin’s objec-
tives,

The author of the letter, whose identity, for obvious rea-
sons, cannot be revealed, is a veteran member of the Bolshe-
vist Party, commanding authoritative sources of information
close to the party machine. His letter first appeared in the
“Socialist Messenger,” published in Paris by the foreign dele-
gation of the Russian Social-Democratic Labor Party, edited
by the well known Theodore Dan and Raphael Abramowitch,
member of the Executive Committee of the Labor and Social-
ist International. Because of its importance and undoubted
authenticity, it was published subsequently in several lan-
guages in the information bulletin of the Labor and Socialist
International, addressed to all member-parties of the L.S.I.
and the entire world Socialist press.

The translation published here was specially prepared from
the Russian original.

The “Socialist Messenger” published the letter in two parts
in its issues of December 22, 1936, and January 17, 1937.

For the guidance of the reader, we recapitulate briefly the
events that followed upon the Kirov assassination, as pertin-
ent to an understanding of the developments described in the
letter.

Nothing was made known in the Soviet press concerning
Nikolaiev for more than two weeks after Kirov's assassination.
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During this period (on December 6, 12 and 18) the Soviet
papers reported a series of wholesale executions, totalling 104.
The explanation given was that the executed were all White-
Guard terrorists, most of whom had penetrated illegally into
Soviet Russia from Poland, Latvia, Finland and Rumania.
The impression given by the Soviet press and cable dis-
patches from Moscow was that those executed had a relation
to the Kirov assassination, and that Nikolaiev was connected
with a White Guard conspiracy directed by a foreign power.

Not until December 17 did the Soviet press introduce the
idea that Nikolaiev was a member of “the Zinoviev Opposi-
tionist group.” As the next step in the process of tying up
the “Zinoviev group” with the assassination came the an-
nouncement of “Tass,” official Soviet news agency, on De-
cember 22, of the arrest of a group of former Zinovievites
(Rumianzev, Kotolinov, Shazki, etc.). “Tass” made no men-
tion whatever, however, of Zinoviev, Kamenev or any other
prominent Zinovievite as having any relation to the case. But
the following day, December 23, it was announced that Zin-
oviev, Kamenev, Yevdokimov, Bakayev, and others had been
arrested the week before in connection with the investigation
in the Nikolaiev case, but that seven of them, including Zin-
oviev, Kamenev and Yevdokimov, would not be prosecuted
“because of lack of adequate evidence,” and that their cases
would be disposed of administratively by the GPU. This
meant that the GPU was to do with them as it liked.

The indictment in the case of Nikolaiev-Rumianzev-
Kotolinov-Shazki, etc., made public on December 27, made
no reference whatever to the Zinoviev group or its connection
with the Kirov assassination,

The case of Nikolaiev-Rumianzev, etc. is known as the trial
of the fourteen. The trial took place on December 28-29.
All the defendants were sentenced to death and shot, although
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