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THE STALIN CONSTITUTION

THE consTITUTION of a country is its fundamental
law. The present Constitution of the US.S.R. was
adopted at the Extraordinary Eighth Congress of
Soviets of the U.S.S.R. on December 5, 1936. It
has been popularly named the Stalin Constitution
after its author, Comrade Stalin.

The Stalin Constitution concisely sets forth the
fundamental principles of the new, socialist system
of society and of the new, Soviet structure of our
multinational state. Ours is the first country in the
hismry of mankind to have established such a
ystem, such a structure of society, Herein lies the
Supreme, historic importance of the Stalin Consti-
tution.

The Soviet Constitution registers and gives
legislative embodiment 1o what has already been
Won and actually achieved.
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The first Soviet COTla[]f'HllOE’I r’.va\\n up under
the guidance of V. I. Lenin and J. V. %1]111 was
adopted by the Fifth /\]ll{us Icm {nngu‘n of
Soviets on July 10, 1918. What did it record and
what did it enact into law?

It speaks of the transfer of all state power to
the Soviets, of equal rights possessed by all peoples
inhabiting our country, of the transfer of all land

¥ fer of and,

its natural deposils and its forests and walers to
the whole of the people as their common property;
it speaks of ‘the transfer of the banks to the state
of the workers and peasants, of workers’ control
over industrial, trading and agricultural enter prises,
and of the organization of central and local organs
Of FJ(}\-’]EI_ pf}‘\-e?‘ i

But the Constilution of 1918 & says nothing ahout
recording the establishment of a socialist svstem
in our country. Too litile time had elapsed Jsir;r-e
the conquest of pc'zwer to enable the whole country
to be reconstructed and placed on a socialist foot-
ing. In his report to the Fifth All-Russian Coneoress
of 5 J\'JEL,b Lenin said: n

...we do not yet know of a Socialism that can
be put into paragraphs of law.”

In 1922 the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
was formed. A new Constitution, the first Constity-
tion of the U.SS.R., was drawn up under the
guidance of V. I. Lenin and J. V. Stalin, and was
adopted on January 31, 1924 by the Second All-

g

Union Congress of Soviets. It ordained and record-
ed the formation of a federal Soviet State, the
formation of new, all-Union organs of state power
and state administration.

But in this Constitution too you will find nothing
concerning the embhodiment of a socialist system,
At that time Socialism was still in the making,

The first and sccond Stalin Five-Year Plans
(1928-1937) radically altered the whole economy
of our couniry. During these years a new, socialist
industry was crealed in the U.5.5.R.. the collective-
farm system emerged victorious, and the socialist
ownership of the means of production was estab-
lished throughout the national economy as the basis
of Soviet society. During this period the relation
of class forces in our country changed completely:
all exploiting classes were abolished and the ex-
ploitation of man by man eliminated. The working
class, the peasantry and the intelligentsia were
utterly transformed. The friendship and fraternal
cooperation between the peoples of the Soviet
Union gained strength. The victory of Socialism in
the UU.S.S.R. made possible the further democratiza-
ton of the Soviet electoral system.

All these great changes in the life of our country
are reflected in the Stalin Constitution, It briefly
records the facts denoting the (‘r}mph'h* liberation
of the working people of the U.S.S.R. from capital-
ist bondage, the victory of Socialism in the Soviet
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Union and its fully developed and strictly consistent
democracy (government of and by the people).

All organs of state power and state administra-
tion in our country are formed in accordance with
the Constitution. The Constitution is the basis upon
which all Soviet bodies and institutions function
and all Soviet laws are adopted, And it is the Con-
stitution which establishes the principal rights and
duties of Soviet citizens,

Speaking on the significance of our Constitution,
Comrade Stalin said:

“After the path of struggle and privation that
has been traversed, it is pleasant and joyful to have
our Constitution, which treats of the fruits of our
victories. It is pleasant and joyful to know what
our people fought for and how they achieved this
victory of world-wide historical importance, It is
pleasant and joyful to know that the blood our
people shed so plentifully was not shed in vain,
that it has produced results, This arms our working
class, our Peasantry, our working intelligentsia
spiritually. It impels them forward and rouses a
sense of legitimate pride. It increases confidence in
our strength and mobilizes us for fresh struggles
for the achievement of new victories of Commu-
nism.”

The international significance of our Constitution
is also great. On acquainting themselves with its
contents, the labouring masses abroad come to

i2

tegard it as the wncarnation of all their long-
cherished hopes and expectations, and derive from
it the strength to fAght for their own en;ar;]cm;rzr;fl.

Every Soviet citizen ought to know the Sta in
Constitution. as it is the fundamental law of his
country and a great historical document attesting
to the victory of Socialism and genuine dc.mocr:.wy
in the Soviet Union, as it is the banner of liberation
and of friendship among the peoples.




COHAPTER I

SOVIET SOCIALIST SOCIETY

‘w‘-"{’

SOCIALISM IN THE EVERYDAY LIFE
OF THE PEOPLE

THI-IRE Was a time when Socialism was merely a
theory, a doctrine, and the question of whether it
could be pur into practice was much disputed. Now
Socialism has already been built in the USSR,
Socialism has become part and parcel of the ey
day ‘Iife of the peoples of the Soviet Union.

:S(}cia]ism In practice means the absence
ploitation and oppression of man by man, the
abolition of unemployment and duslitut;‘on, un,intcr-
rupted progress in the welfare and culture of the
popular masses. Socialism in practice implies t

ey }r.

of ex-

he

new relations that have taken shape in our society.
'y,

relations of cooperation and mutual assistance
among people free from exploitation, Socialism in

practice means the proud consciousness of the fact

i3

that you work for yourself and for a soctety
1
tt

composed of workpeople like yourself, that you

are a [ull-fledged member of this society, that
you are master of your couniry and of all its
wealth,

Comrade Stalin has said:

“Qur mills and factories are being run without
capitalists. The work is directed by men and
women of the people. That is what we call Socialism
in practice. In our fields the tillers of the land
work without landlords and without kulaks. The
work is directed by men and women of the people.
This is what we call Socialism in daily life, this is
what we call a free, socialist life.”

There is no difficulty in corroborating Stalin’s
words with facts culled [rom Ilife. There is, for
instance, the Korobov family, famous throughout
the Soviet Union, The father, I. G. Korohov, born
in 1882, iz an old blast-furnace man, his trade
being one that has run in the family for genera-
tions, When a boy he attended elementary school
for two winter seasons and then got a job hauling
ore. Thanks to his resourcefulness and perseverance
he managed to be promoted to foreman, a rare
occurrence in the old days. Since 1918 he has been
head foreman in the blast-furnace department at
the Kirov Plant in Makeyevka,

In 1937 the people elected I. G. Korobov a
Deputy to the Supreme Soviet of the Ukrainian
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Soviet Socialist Republie, and in 1916 a Deputy
to the Supreme Soviet of the U.S.8.R.

Korobov’s three sons, graduates of Soviet univer-
sities. now hold responsible positions, Nikolai Ko-
robov is the director of the State Institute for the
Designing of Metallurgical Plants. Pavel Koroboy
is Vice-Minister of the Iron and Steel Industry.
In 1937 he was elected Deputy to the Supreme
Soviet of the U.S.5.R., and was re-clected in 1946,
The third son, llya, is the director of the huge
Petrovsky Steel Mill in the Ukraine,

After one of the metallurgists’ conferences in
Moscow, Comrade Stalin. at a reception held in the
Kremlin, pronounced a toast in honour of the old
and new blast-furnace department workers, and in
honour of the whole Korobov family. Then, turi-
ing to Korobov senior, he said in his friendly
way:

“Well done! Thanks for raising such a family.”

“It’s all right saying ‘well done,’” replied Ko-
robov, “but if it hadn’t been for the Soviet system
there would have been nothing well done about
me!”

The leaders of our industry stem from the work-
ing class and the peasaniry, and also from the
intelligentsia,

The same applies to agriculture.

Let us illustrate the point with the Timiryazev
Collective Farm [kolkhoz], in Gorodets District,
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Gorky Region. It is a small town in itself, with
substantial tile-covered buildings, an electric power
station and waler works, a club, school, hospital

Xy
maternity home, kindergariens and nurseries, and
a diversity of cultural establishments. A huge
stretch of land consisting of 3,189 hectares has
been assigned to this kolbhoz by government deed
for its perpetual use, The collective farm has five
departments: a dairy, a hog-raising, a sheep-raising
and a poultry farm, and a stud farm breeding

pedigree race horses, In addition the collective

]
farm owns a number of subsidiary enterprises: a
windmill, a steam mill, a creamery, a brickkiln and
tilery, a pottery, a shoe and felt-boot shop, a wood-
working shop and an apiary.

This complex, handsomely-provided public es-
tablishment is directed by a local peasant named
I. A. Emelyanov, who was born in 1801 in the
village of ivedkovo. He organized this collective
farm in 1930, became its chairman and has been
regularly re-elected to this post ever since, In 1930,
too, he was admitted to the Communist Party.

Examples like this can be cited without end.
They all confirm the fact that in the Soviet Union
the working people themselves carry on their social-
ist economy, and cs ry on without capitalistz and
without landlords; that in 1 iet Union a just,
socialist =ysk f society, that systera for which
thousands of the ; Yo




laid down their lives, has actually been re
under the leadership of the Bolshevik Par

Let us examine now the siructure of
society.

SOCIALIST PROPERTY

On May Day of 1919, V. I. Lenin, speaking in
the Red Square in Moscow, told the people:

“Our grandchildren will regard the documents
and memorials of the epoch of the capitalist system
as curiosities. It will be dillicult for them to picture
to themselves how the trade in arlicles of prime
necessity could be in private hands, how the facto-
ries and works could belong to individual persons,
how one man could exploit another, how there
could be people who did net work.”

And indeed it is very difficult for our youth,
born and bred under Soviet rule, to imagine the
system of society that prevailed in tsarist Russia,
where the factories and mills, the instruments and
means of production, the fields, meadows and
mountains, the forests and waters were the private
property of the idle rich, while the millions of
workers and poor peasants eked out a starvation
existence, as they had to sell their labour-power to
the capitalists, the landlords and the kulaks,

Here, for instance, we have hefore us the pay-
book of Yegor Vlasov, a worker of the Putiloy
Plant. The book states that Vlasov was getting a
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wage of 50 kopeks a day, making 6 rubles and

50 kopeks a fortnight. From this sum there were

deducted 5 rubles 43 kopeks for food, hought on
eredit at the factory store, and 13 kopeks for the
church, 94 kopeks being paid to him in cash,

Thus we see that a worker drudging for a capi-
talist from early morning till late in the day used
to receive (be “food”) less than 2 rubles
a month with satisfy all his other nceds.

The following
Factory in St. Petersburg. A worker named Yefim
Lakhnov was riveting a boiler that was suspended
from the chain of a jib crane. The worker noticed
that the chain was giving and went to tell the shop
superintendent, The latter only shouted at him to
get on with the job. Before an hour went by the
boiler came down with a terrible crash—the de-
fective chain had snapped. The workers rushed to
the scene but were too late to do anything for their
comrade. He had been crushed to death. The
superintendent, who was standing nearby, smoking,
remarked to the engineer:

“What a pity, there’s a dent in the boiler now!”

The boiler, you see, cost its owner money,
whereas the life of his worker cost him nothing.
Any number of other workers were ready to take
the dead man’s place,

The mass of the peasants, too, led a very hard
life. The landlords had seized vast stretches of land.
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The less than 30,000 large landed proprietors owned
as much land as the 10,000,000 poor peasants, For
example, in the village of Sanskoye, Province of
Ryazan, the landlord Podlazoy alone had twice as
much land as 918 of the local peasant houscholds,
The peasanis had 1o work for o pittance for the land.
lord, lease land from him, become sharecroppers on
his estate, his share, mearned, being half the crop.

The old workers and peasants experienced all
the horrors of the bourgeois and landlord system
based on private property. Butb the Soviet youth
haz never set eye on capitalists or landlor ;
childhood it has been accustomed 1o an entiy
ferent gystem, a syster

What is meant by socialist property?

According to the Sialin Constitution, the land,
its mineral wealth, walers, for 5ts, mines, mills,
factories, state farms, machine and tractor stations,
banks, rail, water and air transport, communica-
tions (post, telegrap} telephone, radio), municipal

s and the bulk of the dwel ling houses in
the cities are all state, socialist property, that is,
tole people,
ws the bulk and principal part of

of production in our cot ntry are state,
properly,

The buildings and est

cooperative

ve

D63

wls

their livestock departments, constitute cooperative
and colleciive-farm socialist property,

The great importance of cooperative and collec-
tive-farm socialisl properly appears {rom the fact
that the vast majorily of peasant farms in our
eountry have been united into colleciive farms. In
1940 almost 97 per cent of the total number of
farm houzeholds belongzed to collective farms,

Under Soviet law, individual peasanls and
handicra{tsmen may cach have a small private es-
tablishment of their own on condition that it is
operated by their own labour only, that is, without
exploiling the labour of others.

Soviet law likewisc protects the personal prop-
erty right of all cilizens in their incomes and
savings from work, in their dwelling houses,
their subsidiary home enterprises, their household
goods and their articles of personal use and con-
venience, Soviet law also safeguards the right of
inheritance of personal property.

Socialist economy based on socialist property,
that is, property belonging to the state or to co-
operatives and collective farms, holds the dominant
Position in our country. It is of decisive importance
in the life of the people and is the principal source
of the well-being of Soviet citizens,

Every one of us should clearly realize the \"us.t
importance of socialist property for the working
People, for our counlry, for our state.
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Why can nobody in our country force any one
to work for him?

For the simple reason that the land. the instru-
ments and other means of production in our country
constilute socialisz and not private property.

. Why is there no unemployment or pauperism
in our couniry?

_ Because in our country the land, mills, factories,
mines, banks, transport and communications,
printing presses, schools, librarics, theatres, cine-
mas, hospitals, sanatoria and so forth are sécialist
property. They all serve the working people, are
there for their benefit, and are not a means of
enriching private proprietors, as is the case in
capitalist countries,

Why was our formerly backward country frans-
formed. in an unprecedentedly short period of time,
into one of the strongest powers in the world, a
power capable of defending is liberty and uphold-
ing its independence in the struggle against f:
Germany and imperialist Japan?

Because its system of socialist owne ]
(Eus!ry
and a highly productive agriculture operated on
the largest scale in the world, and on which we
provided excellent equipment and ample supplies
for the Red Army,

as the basis on which we set up a powerful in

Socialist ownership is the foundation of our
eniire sociab system. And herein lies its strength,
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this constitutes the radical difference between it and
the capitalist system, which is based on the private
ownership of the instruments and means of produc-
tion.

TWO FORMS OF SOCIALIST PROPERTY

As we have seen, the Stalin Constitution speaks
of two forms of socialist property: state property,
and cooperative and collective-farm property. Why
have we two forms and not one form of socialist
property?

The old industrial and large-scale agriculiural
enterprises were taken away from the capilalists
and landlords and made the property of the Soviet
State. In the periods covered by the Stalin Five-
Year Plans a very great number of new factories
and mills, coal and ore mines, oil wells and large
electric power stations have been built in our
country, while in agriculture many state farms and

machine and tractor stations have heen set up. All

these e .es have been established by using
the human and material resources of the Soviet
State. The very land on which they are located
belongs io the state. It is therefore guite compre:
hensible that all these enterprises and their entire
output are stale property, that is, belong to the
whole people.

Now take the collcctive farms with all their
fields and departments, their implements of pro-
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duction and their buildings and establishmenis
How did they originate? ]—‘at,h collective farm w:
built up from the tesources of ils members,
peasanis who formed it, the state supplying u"
and leadsrship, Each was formed by the voluntary
pooling of the principal means of production, 1]

J\.}J{mr—;:ower and the land allotmenis of the con-

stituent peasant families i in order to constitute
‘mrfl.\ collective economy, the ﬁ{'rn,f!(),,, or collect
farm {um‘[\« all the equipment of the collective

end all its nmput are the common property
® peasants who organized the Loﬂsdnre farm,
hL Iailr} on \-'h‘ch 1‘ne colmc'

col 'cc.i\x farm J)y a :,‘pt.c‘al deed for its gl'atuitous
use in perpety ity,

Hence the existence in our cou ntry of two forms
of socialist property is of historical origin. It is
intimately connected with the different origins of

our socialist enterprises: the state enlerprises, on

the one hand, and the cooperative and collective-
farm enterprises, on the other,

There are also other differences between state
enterprises and cooperative and collective-farm
enlerprises,

Who owna the state enterprize? The Sovies Staie

viet authorities appoint the director to manage
the enterprise. The workers and other employees of
the enterprise are paid by the state in accordance

9
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with the quantity and quality of the work each
lml;rolt_ini\-ho owns the collective farth? The peasants
who are its members own it cc:ﬂlccﬂi1.:fii?-'. Iis afFan-.
are managed by the general meeting of its members,
and between meelings the ctﬂh‘:-.:tl:.-c-farm man-
agement, elecled by the general meeling. -
The collective farm musi meet certain ohligatior

to the state: pay its monetary taxes, deliver (that‘
is, sell at a fixed price) to the slale :iuch paft.r_.\‘?
its produce as is prescribed by law, The coilectz‘\ e
farm must pay, in kind and in money, to t!}c state-
owned machine and tractor staiion for \lvork (;or“.a:.
But only a small part of the CUHC(.:TI\«'(T' farm_s
income goes in discharge of these obligations .-"\‘ll
the vest of the collective income of the peasanis
forming the kolkhoz is dispa};?e(? of by thc:n .caileif_-a
tively at their discretion, as is set forth in the
Agricultural Artel Rules.* ; ;

The collective farmers do not receive any wages
from tixc state, as do the workers of a factory or nf:
a state farm (an agricultural enterpz ’HE\OW]]E{] and
operated by the state). The colleclive ia.rm':-:rs J:Ll'(i
paid for their work out of the income of their

# Agricultural Artel Rules. The Rules of the ;‘(:]r:fll
tural Artel [M:Imrm—mﬂ“[tlw farm), adopted by the “,]:
etal meeting of collective farmers, reg |ah’_'_rht ;k(l\ll!

¥ [ : zation of lahour,
, discipline, ete.).




collective farm at the end of the agricultural year,
at which time this income is determined, Payment
is made both in money and in kind (produce) on
the basis of“workday units”* worked, and corre-
sponds to the quontity and quality of work each
collective-farm member has contributed to the
collective enterprise.

In addition to his income from the common, col-
lective-farm enterprise, each collective farmer de-
rives an income from the farming he does privately
on his small subsidiary plot of land altached, un-
der the Constitution, to his dwelling (his private
cattle, truck garden, orchard, etc.). Collective farms
as such and their members individually may freely
sell their surplus produce on the market.

Such are the differences between our state and

cooperative and collective-farm enterprises.

se differences are very important. However, there

is no fundamental difference between the two forms

of enterp in our country. The underlying prin-

ciples which govern both are the same. What are
these principles?

The means of production in both categories of
enterprises are public, and not private, property.
In state enterprizes they belong o the whole people,
that is to the whole of society; in cooperative and
collective-farm enterprises they belong to separate

* Workday wunit is employed for measuring labour
in the collective farms.
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public organizations. But in either case the means
of production in our country are public, socialist
property. ; e
Whether the enterprise in question is sfate
] e & - T £ “'_‘1 T,
pwned or owned by a cooperative scciely or 5‘1[1] c
tive farm, the people working in it are engaged in
public, not private, economy. Whether the enlerprise
- K N % # ] ‘ !_i ‘%
in question belongs to the whole people; tnat &

. ietvy - inole nubli roan-
the whole of society, or lo a singic pu.})—én: organ
are paid for their

ization, the pecple engaged in r
work according to the general socialist principle
recorded in the Stalin Constitution:

“From each according to his abilily, to each ac-
cording to his work.” 1 .

srprises are conducted in ac-

cle national-cconomic plan in

the interests of t working people, of Soviet
society, of the Sov Jlate.

Thus, although different in form, our state and
our cooperative and collective-farm z;:n‘.‘s:rpa::::‘scs are
identical in their socialist essence. In neither of
these two kinds of rprises is the expl
of man by man possible,

The state socialist enterprises serve as models c?F
large-scale machine-operated socialist .CC';JHOY e
units for the collective farms and cooperatives.

The cooperative and cc]!cv:ti\-'e-larm t;c'mai:st
enterprises were the medium through x-?-'lucnn the
Peasants came to Socialism. The collective farms
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;-'lschools of practical experience in which tens of
millions of Soviet peasants have learnt =0Ci':l
farming and are learnine h . bt
velop it further, i

The fact thar
of the means of

1ab
13¢

ow 1o perfect and de-

here there is no private ownership
e b : production and ng exploitalion of
nan by man draws a fundaments] Line of distine-
tl(}lf_ between our socialist society and capitalis
sociely, which is b. : e
Doy, wilieh is based on the exploitation of the
vast majority of sociely. the ] by
an insignificant mingrit

All our

abouring masses, by
y of idlers,

state and all our cooperative and col-
enlerprises, laken toget

=t BEONOmY In its entirety, constitute the monolithic
ceonomic foundation of Sovies socialist sociel y e

lective-farm
i

1 -
0er, our socis I-
i econor@y . OUr social

SOCIA LIST, PLANNED ECONOMY
Ta XA -

u(,l' Eus examine more closely how our enlerprises
work., Take, for instance, 1 o

lective farms of the S
> tarms of the Soviet Republics in €
e > O the Soviet Republics in Central
asia, lhey yield mountains of snow.white fibre. The
cotton goes lo o " e
& our siate-owned cotton mill
- spun and woven into millions of
cloth. In the needle-trades shops these
turned in : wetdh
1ed info cotton good

: 2
ne cotton-growing col-

o s, where
metres of
. textiles are
e q 1',01” :g?cneral consumption.
> grain-growing collective farms provide the
country with cereals—bread for the workers and
the Soviet Army, j e
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On the other hand, the factories and mills pro-
duce machines, chemical fertilizers, kerosene, salt,
sugar, textile goods, footwear, houschold utensils,
books, newspapers, bicycles, radios and other
manafactured goods.

As we cec, the various branches of our national
economy and their scparale enlerprises are closely
interlocked and in their entirety constituie a unified
socialist netional economy. Each separate enter-
prise is only a small cog in the vast machinery of
our national economy.

Naturally, nene of our enterprises can do as it

it
pleases, can produce what and as it sees fit. Every

enterprise must do its share of the work that the
whole country stands in need of; or, to put it dif-
ferently, each enterprise must work according to a
previously drawn-up plan, and this plan must be
part of the unifi

The national-economic plan is drawn up by the
State Planning Committee (Gosplan) of the US.S.R,

Every Soviet Republic, Territory, Region, Area and

d national-economic plan.

District has its planning commission.

A plan for the development of the national econ-
omy is prepared in our country for each year and
for entire five-year periods, Calculations are made,
for a year or five years in advance, of what articles




machines and other equipment it n

and in what quantities, how much labour produe

raised and produetic
lowered, what new establjs]
how many workers musy be trained
tJnLJ mmst possess

tivity can and must be

and what skills
; etc. On the basis of these cop-
stituent plan specific plan is drawn up for each
individual enterprise,

Thus our entire national eConomy operates ac-
ional-economic plan, under
a single directing centre, with 1 the aim of incre ,mw,c
social wealth, of steadily improving the materia
and cultural well -being of the w orking people, U!"
strengthening the imkpendeuce of our country and

enhancing its defensive capacity.

This is one of the hmdmnnt
tween our socialist society

cording to a unified nat

al d‘q'f-‘rﬂ-x'lc(-r.a be-
nd capitalis society,
where each proprietor conduet
sively in his own interest , for the purpose of mak-
ing profit,

]“m business e\clu

THE SUPERIORITY OF SOCTALIST,
PLANNED ECONOMY
OVER CAPITALIST ECONOMY

Let us see what =

ialist, planned ec onomy
means for

the people and \m} it is st

uperior to
capitalist economy.

In our country, thanks o the introduction of the

public, socialist ownership of the means of produc-

a0

must be provided

hments must he buiit,

tion, everyone is assured of work in cither a state
enterprise or a cooperative or collective-farm en-
terprise. In the Soviet Union people work for them-
selves and not for exploiters. : 4
In Lh{‘- capitalist countries the situation is Cntllt.‘i};
T : O A ories and
different. There the choicest land, the factories '}i.
mills and other means of production helong to the
1 T 7 f il alion
capitalists and landlords, The wealth of the nati ).f
is concenirated in the hands of a small Iaﬂtzm}fr r0
: inst n the Uniled States
big proprietors. For instance, in the L111]L.dl Sta :;
7 . 1 Al
i I ixty nhle, the bigges
there is a small group of sixty people, lhe 4
capita!iutlz each one of whom owns over a billi

dollars. Yet the vast majority of the l\opula‘-.iox' ;-
this cr{t remely rich country is very badly off. In
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Y Sl O
iamih of four needed a minimum of about 3.00(

i

1 the University of California (::ltm‘ucd that a

dollars a year to make ends meet, and that 70 per
cent of American families had incomes below ‘ha;
figure. By the middle of 1947 staple foods had
more than doubled in price. President Truman
declared that the United States was short of five
million dwelling houses and that ten and a half
million occupied houses were unfit for }Jl”.‘l"“."ld.!:l haj}-
itation, In the same country, during 1920-193
alone, over 31 million farmers were unable to ma ’:a
a living and fled to the cities. .Dl}.l;llilg;l the '-“mu
period almost 23 million unemployed left the cities
to work on the farms. . . :
In the capitalist countries the industrial ant

al




d, in order to keep the v
> then

v that their profits ms

make up the

Now si
their johs are T

is very limited and ke

In the rolling department of the Azovstal Steel Works




Automo

r assembly lin the Molotov
bile Plant, Gorky city

In or«

levels and save their profits, th

their * roods. They burn them,
rot in the ground or dump them into the oc

But even this does The pil
ed up are

10Mic C©

1es a total of

the world
instan
work,
are a gen
d of lab
nent of the prod

3

and 1}
tion are public

oitation of man by

man. Our whe conomy works a
plan, in the ir of the whole of sc
Who work by hand or brain, The mate
of the toiling masses steadily i

and for all

ling

to

a




This calls for an uninterrupted expansion of
production, the building of more and more new
enterprises, the enlargement of Crop areas, etle,
Closing down factories and mills is utterly incon-
ceivable in our country,

Socialist, planned economy based on public
ownership ensures a constany growth of the produe-
tive forces of society. In no capitalist country does
the national economy develop as rapidly as in the
Soviet Union. The average annual increase in in-
dustrial production for the peried 1917-1936 was
1 per cent in the Unijted States, and less than 1 per
cent in England, But in the U.S.S.R. the increase
averaged 20 per cent 3 year during the first two
Stalin Five-Year Plan periods (1928.1937).

To quote Comrade Stalin:

“It must be admitted that o system of economy

which does not know what to do with its ‘surplus’
output, ‘and can only burn it at a time when the

masses are in the grip of want and unemployment,

hunger and misery—such a system of economy

signs its own death warrant,

“..The Soviet system of €conomy possesses
advaniages that not a single bourgeois state can
dare to dream of, ., »

These advantages made themselves particularly
felt during the Pairiotio War, when the Soviet
Union was compelied to fight against one of the
strongest military powers—fascist Germany—and
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its allies. Moreover Germany could rely on thg
economic resources and the manpower of almost
the whole of Western Europe that it had 0031quc.r{rr?.
Nevertheless the Soviet Union cmm*ge@ victorious
from this most grievous of wars, Why?

Comrade 5talin explains this as follows: .

“...the economic basis of the Soviet State is
immeasurably more virile than the ecozm,._;nlcs of
the enemy countries have proved to be. ... _

Socialist, planned economy, basaer]. on publie,
socialist property, is cne of thc_prinmp_al. sources
of the strength and might of ‘the Soviet Union.

WORK IN SOVIET SOCIALIST SOCIETY

In old Russia work was the private aﬁ‘ai.r of
those who were compelled to engage in 1 ET£ you
had a job you bent your back for the capitalist or
landlord, If you were out of a job, that was your
hard luck and nobody worried whether you sLar\-‘c-.:d
to death or not. Work was a burdensome duty in
the eyes of the toiling masses, and a despised oc-
Cupat.;’.ou in the eyes of the J.;{:urgr,eo:i;s'e: e 7

A person’s station in life and in society depend-
ed on whether he was rich or poor, on how many
Wage-slaves he had in his employ, on who his par-
ents were, etc. Wealthy idlers, who had approprial-
ed the fruits of the work of others, were held in
high estcem.
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This is still how matters stand in all capitalist
countries,

In our country a man’s position in society does
not depend on the amount of property he owns,
his race or nationality or the post he occupies,
Whoever one may be, his position in sociely is
determined solely by his personal work and his
personal ability,

In the Sovier Union work is a matter of public
concern. Here is what Comrade Stalin said on the
position of the working people in socialist society:

“Here the working man is held in esteem, , ,
Here ... the man who works feels himself a free

citizen of his country, a public figure, in a way.

And if he works well and gives society his best—he

is a hero of labour, and is covered with glory.”
What other couniry is there in which a person

can become a hero, is held in honour and esteem,

for success in the sphere of ordinary physical or
mental work?

It is only in our socialist country that coal-cut-
ters, forgemen, shoe operators, weavers, railway-
men, grain-growers, milkmaids, shepherds, teach-
ers, flyers, physicians, scientists—people in all
walks of life—bhecome distingnished personages
decorated by the state for meritorious work,

The position of honour assigned to labour in
socialist society led to a fundamental change in the
old-fashioned view held by workfolk with regard
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to work, the view that it was a burf!ensome duty.
As early as 1930 Comrade Stalin pointed out that
work is “a matler of honour, a matter of glory, a
matter of valour and heroitsm.” : ' o
Only under our system of society was it possm\g
for socialist emulation—friendly contest for the
speediest and best fullilment au.d overtulﬁ]n!ent
of assigned tasks—lo arise and hecome 50 wide-
gpread among the working _E}l':i'}plt”_ Only .11| ot{r
country was it possible for the Stakhanoy e
ment, which Comrade Stalin called the most virile
and irresistible movement of our time, to attain
such wide development in all branches of ecouomy.
The Stalin Constitutien declares that work is a
maiter of honour and a duty for every able-bodied
mtlzgzt.:ialist society demands that each ablc-imdic‘d
person work honestly, that his work be of _heru:ht
to society. For doing so scu:if;t_?' rewards him l.ac;
cording to the socialist rule: :“]:- 1-0111]3.:1.(:}1 acc?’u ing
to his ability, to each according to his work. !
Socialist society deals sternly with slackers, loaf-
ers and those who would like to live by the laho_ur
of others. To them the Stalin Constitution applies
the motto: “He who does not work, neither shall
he eat,” ‘ -y
The position of the working [?copl.c in socialist
Society stimulates them, and the Constitution makes

J
1 1 . 9] . : FOTic
it their duty to perform with honour the w

i
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assigned to them, steadily to rajse the productivity
of their work and to combat with all their ener-
gy the old-fashioned views on work that  still
survive,

In Soviet socialist soclely work is the foundation
of the national wealth and the personal well-being
of the citizen, the basis upon which the might of
the Soviet Union rests,

THE MORAL AND POLITICAL UNITY
OF SOVIET SOCIETY

On January 17, 1939, a general census of the
country was taken. It appeared that the population
of the Soviet Union was 170,000,000 in round fig-
ures. Half of this number were workers and other
employees (with their families), and somewhat less
than half were either collective farmers or handi-
craftsmen united into cooperatives. Individual
Peasants and handicraftsmen who were keeping
their own private establishments but without em-
ploying any hired help accounted (with their fam-

ilies) for 2.5 per cent of the population..

Thus our s ociety consists exclusively of toilers—

of workers, peasants and the intelligentsia, the ranks

of which are being swelled by additions from work.
er and peasant stock. Moreover, the vast majority
of the working peopie are employed in soeialist
€conomy-—in slate enlerprises and government
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inatitutions, or work in cooperative or collective-
farm enterprizes. In our sociely there are no ex-
ploiting classes, This means that our society is a
socialisy society. .

However, there are #weo classes in our society:
the working class and the peasantry. The still per-
sisting division into workers and peaslants (the
oxferw.hclming majorily of the latter being f:{ﬂlec«
tive farmers) is explained by the l’act. that in our
country there are two forms of socialist property,
two types of socialist enterprises, .

The workers and peasants belong to different but
friendly classes. The working class is the foremost,
the lcu-f]ing class in our society. Jointly the worll:-
ing class and the toiling peasants fm!gh.t for tl:‘e'.r
emancipation, jointly they defeated Fhe‘lr enemies,
and jointly they built the new, socialist society.
Their interests coincide on all fundamental issues,
And their aims are identical, too: to consolidate
our state, to ensure stable. enduring peace betwrfeen
the I]E{U{}'ﬂﬁ, to work in concert for the completion
of the hniléiing of Socialism and the gradual tran-
sition to Communism,

Cast a glance at our country, from end to and,.
and you will see what an incomparable picture of
]‘riendly cooperation between workers, peasants qH-d
intelligentsia our socialist society presents. You
will behold a people united in purpose, a pecr]’)le
of many millions, each helping the other like
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brothers, a People engaged in one great common
undertaking,

This profound community of fundamentg] inter-
ests, of views and aims among the Soviet people,
their solid support of the Soyiet government and
the Communisg Party, we call the moral gnd poliz-
ieal unity of the Soviot people. What is jis origin?

This unity took shape over 3 long stretch of
time. There wag 1o such profound unily among the
whole Soviet People when remnants of the exploit-
ing classes stil] existed in ouy midst, when small,
Privately-conducted farming prevailed in the Soviet
countryside, I developed gradually, in Proportion
as the peasants, changing into collective farmers,
were drawn more and more into the building of
Socialism and became incrca.u.iugly conscious of
the community of thejr interests with those of the
workers, with the in terests of the whole people and
of the state,

Consequently, the moral and politica) unity of
the Soviet People is rooted in the circumstance that
the economie basis of our society is uniform for
all, that a]] people in the Soviet Union are at work
in a uniform system of socialist economy,

The moral ang pelitical unity of socialist so-
ciety gives it an ehormous advantage over capitalist
society. In the later an irreconcilable strugole s
going on between Workers and capitalists, between
beasanis and land]ords_ between the exploited and

itali s resort
the exploiters. The ecapitalists and T.andliord T -
& i £33 11l
to every means of violence and oppression, includ
3 1 O " - 188
ing armed force, against the workers and p a,-»l
R S ] haii ora
anb[s There can, of course, be no thought of mor:
Lol ity i Gapiralii susicte,
itice ty in capitalist society
and political unity I e
Cliaus contradictions and the class sllug‘gl‘? -
the causes of the inhercnt instability of l.'-aphf; m[
¢ causes t b e
society. The struggle of the working 01'1'5’“ e
it ¢ i == T asses leads inev.
all toilers against the exploiting cl.Js.vEm ea o
itably to the collapse of the capitalist system i
itably e c
all countries. ’ Sy
Our moral and political unilty is rLfle(,lIvd é" t :
1 13 tween all Sovie
unity and friendship that exists between a .I qr:) .
peogzle" It is an inexhaustible source of Sovie
i Y o
atriotism. ; e i
3 Created during the period of peaceful soc
. 1 litie nity was
construction, our moral and political u . 2
v i c - anc
rongly displayed and considerably enhan
\«very 5‘{10[1,,3 ¥ »._.p- ¥e
during the Patriotic War. e
The friendly cooperatien in the U.S .h..h] =
tween workers, peasants and intellectuals, and the
= Wl i : et 1ety, are
moral and political unity of Soviet soc.ltl}l_.l‘1
ources of the unshakeable stability
fundamental source : Sk,
and indestructible might of the Sovie i Rl
: i s el e St 5
The moral and political unity of |h: S r:i\ t:h ) :
ble is vividly manifested in the love which the e
ire nati for the leader of our country,
tire nation feels for the les

Comrade Stalin.




CHAPTER II
THE SOVIET SOCIALIST STATE
¥
THE SOVIETS

?O?IETS came into existence as early as the Revo-
ﬂulror:l of J_?{}S‘, when they functioned as organs of
the workers Insurrection, as embryos of : ;
rm-'ollll_iormr)’ power. After the Revoiluﬁon a"‘ ?m}':
ruary 1917 the Soviets spread rapidly all ‘0—{ e
country, And when in October | Now
ber) 1917 the working class g

rule of the capitalists and |

the
(new style—Novem-
eized power and the
andlords was destroved
uence grew to full strenoth
o : g o tull strensth
evolved into the decisive force N

in the count ]
o intry and
ecame the organs of state power.

the Soviels in conseq

The Soviets constitute the most all-embracing

i g hich unites all the work.
; people of the Soviet Union regardless of gex
natic 7, TACE, oc 1 - -

a '.maht}: Tace, occupation, party affiliation CC]LI’
}('.gahoﬂnn religion, ete. In the Soviets you will find
ussians and Azerbaijani kraini d K

: 1 Azerbaijanians, Ukrainians and Kha-

mass state organization, w
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kassi, Byelorussians and Uzheks, Lstonians and
Kirghizians, old Bolsheviks and non-Party eollee-
tive-farm women, world-renowned seienlisis ard
workers with an elementary education, metalwerk-
ers and shepherds, weavers and milkmaids, rail-
waymen and airmen, all sitting side by side. The
Deputies to the Soviels are elected by the whole
of the people, The Soviets are genuine pepular
government, are of the flesh and hone of the peo-
ple.

Every village and hamlet, every city, every Dis.
trict, every Area, Region and Terrilory has its Soviet.

The local Soviets are altogether different from
the so-called local self-government bodies that exist-
ed in tsarist Russia and still exist in bourgeois
countries. Those bodies were not and are not vested
with any powers of state administration. There
state power was and is exercised locally by officials
appointed by the government.

The local Soviets of Working People’s Deputies,
from the Regional Soviet to the Village Soviet, are,
under the Stalin Constitution, local organs of state
power.

The local Soviets direct the economie, cultural
and political development in their respective con-
stituencies, draw up their budgets, ensure the main-
tenance of public order on their territory, the
observance of the laws and the protection of the
rights of citizens, and assist in enhanecing the de-
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fensive capacity of the coun
execulive committees, whi
for all their activilies,
each of which is in charge of
branch of siate adminislration,
calion, public health, local
social mainlenance,

The Soviets of Workin
standing commiile
mn their work. These commiltecs
Soviets with the population,
and enlist the broad masse
ministering the state,

Early in 1919 Leniy Wi
become the permanent
siate powe

g People’s Deputies

elect
€2 10 render practical

assistance
closely link up the
wilh their constituents,
s in the work of ad-

ote that the Soviets had
and sole foundation of all
T in our country,

The Soviets of Working People’s Deputies con-
stitute the political foundation of Soviet socialist
society, just as our economic enle

rprises, our entire
socialist economy, form the
¥

economic foundation
of Soviet socialist society.
THE SOVIET RE] UBLIC

Let us take any
example, and see hg
ized there,

Soviet country, Uzbekistan, for
w Soviet gov

ernment is organ-

All Uzbek Soviets of Working People’s Deputies
are unite

d into one single national state organiza-

4

try. They elect their
ich are accountable to them
They set up departments
gome particular
such as public edy.
mmdustry, trade and

1
has i tlicular place,
viet has its partienlar place.
son in which each Soviet has 1 ;I dee
B o ies. This integraled national |
its rights and duties. J..f DR S e
nity s the name o :
jeal community bears s e
Soeialist Republic. Let us takela“, . i
{ ) 1 18118 A 8
try, say, Lithuania. All L-1hma.;\.1;]1 e o
E i, lies are united into a sing
' 3 plIes are uil ! :
Working 1-’00;}1(:.5]%1,1;?1{,5 oy et
ational slate organizalion, the Lithua
s i ublic. And so on. .
ot ken as a whole, is the uni-
Soviel country, taken as a wi e vl
Qur Soviel country, taken as o e
fication of the national Soviel Socialist 5 ]U”i‘m
. " N e o e R ey
into a sinsle multinational Soviet Stale,
Lo sIng 1 ;
‘ot Socialist Republics. |
of Soviet Socialist Repu b
Tt h one of the Soviels is a com]
ws, each one ol e -
art of the unified Soviet stale powe g
5 i n power in the hands :
The Soviets mean p sl
ino people. This is distinctly se
working people. e
: ov Inion:
Constitution of the So\rw;t ‘[.}1 st
“All power in the U.S.5.R. belong: S
| country as represented D}
i fown and country :
ing people of to ! n 0
L Sovt s of Working People’s Deputies :
e n{ 11 Soviet Republics con-
“onstitutions of all Sovie
The Constitutio .
i irmation, A
e Soviets elected by the urban
is means that the Soviels elec n
o i ise all state power 1n
ral population exercise atbé ' 2
and rural populati Socialist Republics, and al
Jnion of Soviet Socialist ke :
the Union of Soviet shiariie b
state power in each Soviet Soclail “ il
- : ery rich .. O 1‘( _.I:\
The Soviet citizen has every rign ‘
e i “Qur state, that’s we our
say with justified pride: “Our state,
selves!”
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The radical differe

ence between the Soviet State
and all- other states consisls in the fact thai it |
as its political foundation the mag
of precisely those classes (

1as
organization

workers and peasants)
which in the capitalist countries are oppressed and
trodden underfoot by their exploiters hut here are
free and govern the country, In the capitalist coun-
ries state power is in the hands of the bourgeoisic;

It our counlry, in the hands of the working people,

t
i

TIE PRIMARY AND FUNDAMENTAL BASIS
OF THE SOVIET STATE

The alliance of the workers and peasants is real-
ized in the Soviets, in the joint state activilies of
the Deputies, who belong to the two classes of
posed. The Bolshevik Party
fought from its very inception for the unification
of workers and peasants in a closely-knit alliance.
ly by establishing and strengthening
the alliance between worker

which our society is comyj

And it was on :
s and peasants that the
working people of our couniry were able to achieve
all they did.

Indeed, would it have been possible for us to
defeat the capitalists and landlords if the workers
and peasants had not been leagued together? Cer-
tainly not.

Would we have been able without the worker-
peasant alliance to build socialist society and set
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up so powerful a state as the Soviet Union? Of
wurét(;ur;gt.thc Soviet Union have cmerged \:Ector&?us.
from the difficult and g;-ie‘-‘ou? war agams‘i_ a?[;
Germany and its ELCCOIT!])“C(-::—:; 11 i hati nolkcn‘]oz;d
the support of the stffunch ailiance of workers
peasants? Most certam}y not, o e
The workers were in need of this a uanc&,,. -
cause without the peasants’ support. they “;M}}d
have been unable Lo defeat the capitalists and bui
ialist society. :
socla}lllil ;casa[}]"; masses stooﬂ’a in nec1d oj l}}]‘lj
alliance, because without workmg—c.lass l_ea .el.,s .‘.ﬂl‘:
they would have been unabl‘e to triumph 'me; t..
landlords and kulaks and achieve a radical 1mpf0v}a,
ment in their lives through the agency of the
collective farm. : i
The workers and peasants require a ¢ -
alliance in order to be able jointly to devglop ll.l%-
ther the socialist system of son:iel‘y,‘sle‘adl.ly I‘Elft:e
their standard of life and defend their Soviet coun-
iry against all its enemies ahro-:u%. s o
The guiding force in the a_;l!ifmcc Jemx\-e:.;:; the
workers and peasants is the working class. Why is
. :
lhlsrlt:l(;;: workers are concentrated in great masses in
the cities and industrial centres. They work togeﬂ:-
€r in their thousands and even tens of thou?:i.nis
3t the big industrial plants. This has long facilita
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labour productivity to a still higher pitch, render
life still better and more beautiful, and make our
country still more powerful. We must be tireless
in training politicelly-minded and efficient mem-
bers of socialist society, proficient, skilled person-
nel for socialist economy. We must enlist them not
only from the youth but also from the adult popu-
lation, Socialist society was built in our country
in the not distant past, and there are still backward
people among us whoe have not yet been able to
throw off the dead weight of their antiquated views,
habits and prejudices.

Clearly the solution of these difficult problems
necessitates leadership on the part of the working
class, the vanguard of society.

Our society has been purged of all exploiting
classes. This implies that our couniry contains no
anti-popular force capable of pitting itself against
the system of society and of state in our Soviet
country. (Only isolated individuals inimical to the
Soviet State are left.) But after all, the capitalist
encirclement of the Soviet Union, the Socialist State
of workers and peasants, still exists. And we know

that our Soviet land was repeatedly the object
of attack by capitalist powers, in consequence of
which it fell into very serious difficulties, Nor is
the danger of similar attacks in the future pre-
cluded.

1
it v o1 AT las
Under these conditions our vanguard cle s,
' ill supply Soviet soci-
the working class, muyst still supply Soviet oc
hip i der to strengthen still
ely with leadership in order gth
5 i ilitary mig f the coun-
more the economic and military might of the
fry. : : 2
t great i ance ror J3ovic
We have seen what great nnportd?m, f‘o S ;
1 aaeialis te, has
socialist society, for the Soviet Socialist Sta ;;,_ 12
attached before and sattaches now to the a--Lm}?.(:e
b0 ik nder the leadership
between workers and peasants under the leader . E
- . ; . T id with
of the working class. Comrade Stalin said w
regard to this alliance: o
is is 1 rime and fundamental bas
“This is the prime a
3 . b
Republic of Soviets.

s of the

GUIDANCE OF SO‘JI‘ETI. SOCIETY
BY THE STATE

In the Soviets the alliance of the \\-'orku']g class
: s the shape of an allience in

: seasantry take ;
g ! y hetween the two classes of

here of the state >
the sphere f{ e ki il e Bl ole
our society. Lhis is set forth In th Ty
of the Constitution of the Soviet Lli‘.zojn. o
: S gl niblics e
“The Union of Soviet Socialist ].u:p’i.: C
ialist St rorkers and peasants.
Socialist State of workers and peass o
i] 3 ttion of every Soviet Re-
Similarly, the Constitution ol ¢ D o
bl mmences with an article giving lega
Public commence |

£ 4ba workers and peass
- ihe alliance of fne woOrkers and |
=nt to the alliance ;
f iactment 10 LAG : siheratol the state. b
ants as an alliance in the sphere ot the

tween these classes,
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In the Soviets, among the Working People’s
Deputies, Tepresentatives of the v
Peasantry and the
Through

orking class, the
intelligentsia are to be found,
the agency of the Soviets, the working
class welds, trains and leads the whole vast mass
of the toiling population. Through the Soviets, the
working class exercises state guidance of the whole
of Sovier sociely.

The difference betwe

en our
the capitalist sy,

slem consist
couniry governmenial
torship) is exercised by the working class, while
in the capiialist counlries it is exerciseq by the
ourgeoisie. In opr coumiry, state guidance of go.
ciely is exerc; of all those who
work, alist countries
Cispe

socialist system and
$ i this, that in oy
guidance of society (dicta-

sed in the injerest
while in the capil s it is exer-
d in the interest of the bourgeoisie,

Since the October Revolution he Soviet State,
in the course of jis development. has passed through
two main phases, two main periods,

In the first period of
State iis principal objective
armed force the counterrey,
gaged in by the classes th
lo organize the defence
eign invaders,

development of the Soviet
Was to suppress by

olutionary activities en-

at had been overthrown,
of the country against for-
to restore indusiry and
and pave the way for the
nants of the capitalist clas
tivities of the

agriculture
abolition of the rem-
ses. Accordingly, tl

1e ac-
various organs of the So

viet State
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i incipally in stamp-
during this period consisted principally in %1 np
L e - 7 own classes
i ‘esistance of the overthrown c
ing out the resistan . R
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E i the Soviet State was
During thiz first period, the Sovie :
L mr)l 'ii till another task, that of economic
confronted with still anot : s
organization and of cultural and educ:,l.lci L
L {5 L : ! - ; : S a .
\'alzf"emmt However, the activity of the Sovie i
FATIC a i i
in these fields could not at that time dL.quIIIELl .
. o ! [ siate e
sive proportions. Those at the helm of s i
= * e e "n‘ lw-r L8
to concentrate their main forces and reso A{ )
b 1 3 H Faalk av. the
accomplishing the principal task of t[im (}c” i
de e > domestic
ign invaders and of the dor
defeat of the foreign nnade‘r_ ¥
rreyv ionaries.
foe, the counterrevolutio 1121 . hheE e
"hi riod witnessed the : :
This period witness ks
| counlry: ords
ploitinn’ classes in town and counlry: land 5
z sses
Capitalists and kulaks. |
. 1 period of development of the
During the second per : bt
dovi i inci ask was ganiz
Soviet State, its principal t : e
of socialist economy thronghout the s

53




struction of the last vestiges of the exploiting classe

in town and countr , the extensive development
of the cultural and educational activities of Soviet
bodies, t establishment of 3 powerful ax
equipped with t
capable of repel
from abroad,

e i o
ine functions of the

Li'!':-,"
he most up-lo-date armamenis and
ling with crushing effect any attack

st State underwent a
corresponding change

i the destrue of the exploiting classes
and the abolition of the exploitation of man by
man, the necessity of military suppression within the
country Ceas{%dg as there was no fongr.‘r anyone to
suppress. This aspect of the functions of the Soviet
State hecame superfluous, defunct. But the coun-
try’s need of military defence against altacks from
without remained, and consequently such organs

w2 L

of the Sovier State as the Soviet Army and Navy
were retained and strengthened

ened. Also retained were
 the intelligence department,
which are necessary to ferret out and punish spies,
wreckers and assassins sent into our country by
capitalist powers. The functions of the Soviet State
in the field of economics, organizatior

g A
the punilive organs anc

1, education
and culture were preserved and developed to the
full: new industrial enterprises were built; in par-
ticular, huge steel mills and machine-building
plants were provided with the most modern equiy

ment, Large state farms were laid out and supplied
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of the Sovic Army with superior milit
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ary equip-
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During the war the supreme fask of the Soviet

d the country against the on-
gn enemies, the German fascist
wers. Bur 4 mmediately following the victory
over the enemy the Sovier scene was seething with
activity directed toward the rehabilitation and fur-

ther development of th e national economy and of
culture in the U.S.5.R.

Durin
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laught of jis Fn e

the years of war the Soviet structure of
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peacetime the Soviet struc ture of state is
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The Soviets unite the labouring masses of the
various nationalities and races. They thereby help
these masses to collaborate, to cement their ranks
in a single alliance in the sphere of state. The co.
operation and friendship among ils peoples is a

powerful factor enhancing the strength of the Soviet
multinational state,

The bourgeois stato has no such source of
strength; nor can it have, Bourgeois rule is based
on disunion among the working people of the var-
lous nationalities and races, on fanning the flames
of enmity among them, Bourgeois multinational
states are designed to enable the bourgeoisie of
one nationality to oppress the popular masses of
the other nationalities and races, This gives rise
to a ceaseless struggle of the oppressed peoples for
their liberation—aq struggle which weakens the
bourgeois multinationa] states and leads to their
disintegration,

The Soviet state apparatus, in the wide sense of
this word, consists not only of Soviets and the ex.
ecutive committees and commissions appointed by
them but, in addition, of g multitude of diverse pub-
lic organizations, which link up the organs of
Power and the organs of administration with the
broadest masses of the people. This plainly
strengthens and consolidates the Soviet State,

The bourgeois state apparatus is a body of of-
ficials entirely divorced from the people; it consists
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of bureaucrats who are alien and hostile to l.h:;
vorkers an
masses, and who grind down the wo
farmers. :
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e e ik
Soviet State was the principal and most powerfy]
Instrument in the building of socialist society iy

our country and is now serving as such in the hujl4.
mg of Communism, The Soviet State is the most
potent and reliable weapon {or defending the inter.
5is of the working people, a weapon for r}efem}-
ing the Soviet motherland against it foreign ene.
mies, ’ s

Established over thirty years ago, the Sovier
System of state is one of the chief éourccs of the
strength and might of e Soviet Union,

CHAPTER 1II

THE STATE STRUCTURE
OF THE UNION OF SOVIET SOC:
REPUBLICS

.i.:l{

TIIE STATUS OF THE PEOPLES COMPOSING
THE SOVIET UNIORN

IN THE RUSSIAN ) 1pire, the landlords and capital-
i8ts held sway. The tsarist government was the
embodiment of their rule. All peoples were op-
Pressed by it, particularly the non-Russian national-
ities, which it declared were incapable of cultural
deve[opm{rnt and self-government,

The tsarist regime carved up and recarved the
“0untry as best suited its own interests and conven-
lence in governing and oppressing the peoples
Of Russia. The national interests of the various peo-
Ples were not taken into consideralion at all. It was
by no means rare for the boundary line of a prov-
Ince to cyf slraight across the territory of this or
that nationality,

6l




Soviet rule put an end to national oppression
a.nd abolished the old tsarist administrative (]1‘1‘.;.
sions of the country. Lenin and Stalin, the founder.
of the Soviet State, and the whole Bo'lshcvik Pent
strove from the very first to give cach Soviet L-.en‘r"i;\
a full opportunity freely to a:rrange its own L[( 0
c’reatc its own national state structure. At the su,ry.[:
time Lenin and Stalin strove for the voluntary unif‘-ﬁ
of all Soviet peoples in one powerful federal %\-"-:‘.*
State. y o

In the practice of building the Soviet State four
forms of national state structure have been evolved
“_-'iLhin which the various Soviet peoples live their
l]vves: 1. Union Republics, 2. Autonomous Repub-
lics, % Autonomons Reglons, and 4. National Areas.

Why such a diversified pattern of national state-
hood in our country?

About 60 nations and nationalities live in the
Soviet Union. They all differ from each other in
language and customs, in their history and level
of culture,

Some of them, like the Russians, Ukrainians,
Georgians, Armenians, Uzbeks and Letts, had formed
states and possessed mnational cultures even in
ancient times. Others, such as the Mari, Komi,
011;0t3, Chukchi, Evenki and Nentsi, estéblishetf
their national state organizations only with the
advent of Soviet power and only then began to de-
velop their respective national cultures, Some of
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the Soviet peoples number tens of millions of mem-
bers, others a few hundred thousand, and still
others only some tens of thousands or even less.
Clearly, with such diversity it would have been
impossible and wrong for all these peoples to fol-
low one pattern in building their nalional state or-
ganizations, The specific features of each people
had by all means 1o be taken into account.

Each Soviet people which hag set up its own
national state structure-——be it a Union Republic,
Autonomous Republic, Autonomous Region or a
National Area—manages its own internal affairs
through the Deputies which it elects. At the same
time it takes part, through iis representatives, in
managing the affairs of the Soviet Union as a whole.

Each one of the Soviet national state structures
is a component part of a single multinational state,
the Soviet Union.

WHAT 1S THE SOVIET UNION?

The U.S.S.R. is made up of a number of Soviet
Republics which have united to form a single state.
What induced the Soviet Republics to form such
a union?

Even before Soviet rule was established a certain
division of labour between the various large eco-
Bomic regions of our country came to be historical-
ly established. For inslance, the northern and cen-
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tral regions could not dispense with grain imported
from the South, while the northern and the central
regions supplied the South and Fast with textils
goods, and the southern and ecastern regions pro-
vided coal, 0il and cotton for the factories and mills
located in the central and northern districls.

This historically-cvolved division of labour was
convincing proof that not a single Soviet Republic
could rapidly restore ils cconomy and develop it
further without close economic eollaboration be-
tween all the Soviet Republics, without an amal-
gamation of their economic forces and resources,

On the other hand, the experience of the joint

_struggle against the counterrevolulionaries at home
and the foreign invaders argued with equal convie-
tion that no Soviet Republic could successfully de-
fend iiself singlehanded against mililary attack from
without. This impelled the various Soviet Republics
to combine their military forces and resources for
the purpose of organizing a powerful unified sys-
tem of defence against the capitalist encirclement.

Lastly, Soviet power, power in the hands of the
working people, is of such a nature that it docs
not lead to disunion or strife among the nation-
alities, as is the case when the bourgeoisie are
in power, but to their unification and friendship,
to fraternal assistance, rendered by the stronger
and more advanced peoples 1o the small and
backward peoples.

Comrade Stalin briefly explained the causes and
purposes of uniting the Soviet Republics into a
single federal state as follows: .

“All the forces of the people had to be combined
for the work of building Socialism. The country
had to be made impregnable. Conditions had to be
ereated for the all-round development ef every na-

T e
lionality in our couniry. : Y
. ily i ine in w icu

One can readily imagine in \matfa diff
situation the Soviet peoples would have fouad them-
selves in their fight against Nazi Germany 11f t]fv jy
had not formed, as far back as 1922, a single fed-
eral state, the U.S.5.R., with a single Union-wide

e ified army ional econo-
authority, a unified army, a unified natm‘m eco
my, a solid stretch of territory and a uniform sys-

¥, a s g 3
tem of citizenship. SHIRE >4

But the strength of the Soviet Unien does not
consist solely in the fact that it is a single federal

. : . alese THhe atretiot
state consisting of numercus peoples. The strength
and stability of the Soviet Union is also due to L.he
fact that it is based on the most democratic }:1‘;]11-

1 3 1 [ renTin o ar rule.
eiples, on the principles of genuine {)Ug_ruld!] lL}

Multinational capitalist states were usually l;{_,
outgrowth of conquest, subjugation or the forcible

4122 L. C] g
inco : neanles. That. for example, was
incorporation of peoples. That, for oxA [r’ :,1
how the U.S.A. and the British Empire were formed.

bl Laiisi
The United States in 1803 purchased Louisiana

5 - y siirehased Florida from Spain,

from France, in 1819 purchased Florida from Spain,
7, e 1 el P
in 1845 wrested Texas from blexico and by means
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of war compelled that country to sell

tory which today constitutes the sta

Arizona, New Mexico and 1; in 1867
purchased Alaska, including the Aleutian Islands,
from the tsarist government for 14,320,000 ruhles.
In addition, the United States government waged
over a hundred wars against the numerons but prac-
tically defenceless Indian tribes who were the own-
ers of exlensive territories. This led to the almost
complete physical exterminatien of the indigenous
population of the country. Such were the ways and
means by which the Uniied States increased its orig-
inal territory tenfold,

The Soviet Union had quite a different origin,
It was formed in 1922 by the voluntary union into
a single federal state, of four Soviet Republics (the
Russian, the Ukrainian, and the Byelorussian So-
viet Socialist Republics, and the Transcaucasian
Soviet Socialist Federative Republic). A decision
to this effect was unanimously adopted by the
freely elected representatives of the Soviet peoples
assembled at the First All-Union Congress of So-
viets. \

Since then the number of Soviet Union Republics
has increased to sixteen. At the present time, the
Soviet Union comprises the following Unien
Republies:

The Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic

(RS.F.S.R.)
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The Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republie

The Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic
The Uzbek Soviet Socialist Republic

The Kazakh Soviet Socialist Re

The Ceorgian Soviet Socialis

The Azerbaijan Sovict Sociali

The Lithuanian Soviet Soclalis

The Moldavian Soviet 5

The ocia

The Kirghiz Soviet Soc

The r_l_{!jlh Soviet Secialisl Repu]. R
The Armenian Soviet Socialist i{:’.pub‘iu:
The Turkmen Soviet Socialist i{epub‘.‘fc
The Fstonian Soviet Socialist Republic .
The Karelo-Finnish Soviet Socialist a(‘.'t}!.lb}.l(:.
All these Republics became members of ihe:.r&n-
viet Union in accordance wilh the expressed will of

the people themselves. ; :
The voluntary nature of the unification was one
of the foundations upon which the Soviet U-I?i{n] was
thened and developed into the pow-
formed, strengtheped and duf;op‘,d ; 1'“, ;‘ "
erful force that it is today. Comrade Sta in says
“_..no union of peoples, no amalgamation o

peoples into a single stale, can be durable un?".—‘
it is based on absolutely voluntary cc.mscul, 111'I.l(3.‘n,’_:
the peoples involved themselves desire to unite.

The Soviet Republics, which voluntarily con-
bined to form a union, enjoy equal righis, All inter-
relations belween the Soviet peoples are bascd, as
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Lenin tanght ns, on the humanitarian principle of
equality of rights and not on the feudal principle
ot pr%‘;-'iicges for the chosen few, a principle de-
structive of human dignity. “Not a single privilege
f?l‘ a single natien!... Not the slightest oplargs~
sion, not the slightest injustice to any national
minority!”

In the Soviet Union there are no dominant cr
privileged nalions, nor are there any subject, op-
.i"-'.'ess"ed nalions, as was the case in the Russian
Fmpire and as is the case today in bourgeois mul-
tinalional states. The peoples of the Sm-‘iet Union
all have equal rights. Each Union Republic—irre-
spective of the people that form it, of the popula-
tion it holds, of the size of its lerritory—is on a par
with all the other Union Republics. d

Take the Russian Union Republic (R.S.F.5.R.).
It is the bizgest Soviet Republic both in population
{over 109,060,000) and area (about 17,060,000
square kilomelres). It was the first Soviet Repubiic
to come into existence, It is the mother republic,

for its territory is the birthplace of many other
Union Rey :

The Russian nation has rendered invaluable serv-

ice to all its sister nations in winning and strength-
ening Soviet power, in uniting the conslituent Re-
publics into a volunlary union in which all enjoy
equal rights, in building a new, free, secure an-ﬁ
cultured life. During tl

he Palriotic War the Russian
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nation, without a moment’s hesitation, assumed the
purden of tremendous sacrifice in order lo achieve
victory over Nazi Germany. Thanks to its clarity of
yision, its staunchness of character and foriitude
in adversity, the Russian people has come 1o be
gencrally recognized, and deservedly so, as the
leading force among the Soviel peoples.

Yet do the Russian people enjoy any special
rights or privileges as compared with the other So-
yiet peoples? Of course not. The Russian Soviet
Federative Socialist Republic enjoys the same rights,
10 more and no less, as all the other Union Repub-
lics, whose respective populations and territories
are much smaller.

The equality of the Union Republics finds ex-
pression in the fact that all of them, as Comrade
Stalin said, “enjoy the advantages of the Union to
an equal degree.” Their unification does not in the
least violate any interest of the Republics; on the
contrary, it provides the best safeguard of the inter-
ests of each of them. Moreover, all the Union Repub-
lics benefit equally by the unification.

The equalily of the constiluent Republics fur-
nishes another basis of the Soviet Union’s might
and strength.

The U.S.SR. is a fraternal family of Soviet na-
tions united voluntarily and on the basis of equali-
ty by bonds of amity and close cooperation in 2
single federal state.
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WHAT IS A UNION REPUBLIC?

Unprecedented prosperity was achieved within
a saort period of time by the various Union Repub-

iics, particularly those which in tzarist Russia }
been bac

oppressed border regions.

For inslance, in the Kazakh Union Republic

large-scale industry has reac
development. The Karaganda coal mines rank third
in importance in the Soviet Union. The Republic’s
nonferrous metallurgical plants (copper, lead, zinc)
are the biggest in the Soviet Union. The formerly
nomadic population of Central Kazakhstan has

sl
seltled

T ¥
ed down. Before the war 98 per cent of all

ail
wt farms had been organized into collective
tarms.
The Kazal}
1he Kazakh people have also made tremend
S TS ARy -
cultural progre Under the tsar only two Kazakhs
out ol

a hundred could read and write. Since th
doviels ¢ to power atlendance at schools has
23.5 fold. There are 60 times as many
schools as before the revolution. The Ka-
public numbers 23 higher educational insti-
which there was a total lack before.
There is also a Kazakh Academy of Sciences,
comprising 42 research institutes, The masterpieces
of Kazakh national literature are well known

TREEErs o e e .
throughnout the Soviet Union.

S

1ad
Aicld
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leward, despotically-ruled and nationally-

hed a high degree of

Prodigious progress also characierize?, all the
other Union Republics. This is to be attributed to
the extensive initiative displayed by the "popu!ar
masses of the Union Republics, to their free, na-
tional state structures, to the leadership 1‘)r0‘.'1ded
by the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, and
to the fraternal assistance received from the Rus-
sian people and the all-Union organs of Soviet

OWer.
: What is the state structure of the Union Repub-
lics?
A Union Republic is organized voluntarily and
bears the name of the nation that founded it ;

Each Union Republic is a national Soviet
Socialist State of workers and peasants, which
voluniarily forms a direct constituent parl of the
Sovies Union on the basis of equality with all the
other Union Republics. All the organs and instilu-
tions of state, higher and local, of a Union Repub-
lic transact their official business in the native
language of the Republic. ; b

On becoming a member of the U.3.3.1., a Union
Republic remains a sovereign state. This means
that each Union Republic exercises siate power ui-
dependently on its own territory with regartli to }11'1
questions except those jurlsdiction over which it
has voluntarily transferred to the all-Union organs
of state powu'* and state Eld;‘ﬂil’li&].[&tinl.l. _The fiuer;
tions thus transferred to the jurisdiction ol all
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Union organs are enumerated in Article 14 of the

Constitution of the U.S.S.R.

Wherein do the sovereign rights
public find expression?

Each Union Republic reserves the right freely to
secede from the Union. The reser ation of this righs
shows with crystal clearness that the Republics con-
stituting the Union have united on a sruly volun-
tary basis,

of a Union Re-

No bourgeois state grants such a right to any
of ils constituent states or canlons, for their union
was not voluntary but compul

sory. The right of
the constituent Soviet Republics freely to secede

from the Union is the highest expression of their
sovereignty,

Each Union Republic h
which is adopted by its Su
est organ of state power

as ifs own Constitution,
preme Soviel, the high-
of the Republic, and can
be amended only by it. This Constitution reflects
the specific national and economic fe
Republic in question, and also its culture and its
manners and customs, The only cendition is that
the Constitution of each Union Republic shall fully
conform to the Constitution of the U.SS.R. This
is quite comprehensible when you b
that each Union Republic is a member of the So-
viet Union; and it is likewise quite feasible, as all
Soviet Republics have
political basis,

atures of the

ear in mind

a uniform economic and
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Fach Union Republic has tts own h‘:l::; ]Thesc

by ﬂie hishest state authorily alithe .l}t.pu .Thév .
S hroughout its lerrifory. Hbgetd

s are binding throughou o s
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: H b . . ) O]I‘
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| ' ing war and peace, the
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: s i ! [ - o -
fjtdmiasian of new republics 101 the [7 _'[m:t e
: solidated state budge ]
i ¢ consolidated st
adoption of th
U-%“ltl‘:—{ age of an all-Union law on any quiz-:,
N e passag £ s . Ciu 3
i for example, a law on the basic princif
R ‘ and, on health proteclion or

I el Sk
governing the use o age of a Re-

5 3 1 Pass
education, does not preclude }tjm t? s
i aw e same subject; the hiepubl
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the manner in which the Republican military
mations are to be organized 13 decided by the U
Republic itself. The all-Union authorities
lay down the guiding principles that govern the
organization of the military formations of the Union
Republics. The all-Union organs of slate pos
have jurisdiction over the organization of the de.
fence of the USSR, and direct all the armed
forces of the Soviet Union, The Republican military
formations are constituent Paris of the armed
forces of the U.S.5.1.

Each Union Republic has the rig
direct relations wiih foreign

I-
10n

mer

hi 1o enter into
states, to conclude
plomatic and consular
representalives with them, Each Republic deci
for iiself with

agreements and exchange di

what countiries it shall establish
direct relaiions. The all-Union authorities ests lizl
merely the general procedure governing the re
tions of Union Republics with foreign states and
conclude treaties with them in behalf of th

L5 5.R.

The laws authorizing the Union Republics to

m military formations and establish
direct relations with foreign countries, passed by
the Supreme Soviet of the U.S.5.R. on Febru
1944, signify a

have their oy

ary 1,
great extension of the sovereign
rights and activities of the Union Republics. These
laws imply a strengthening of the Unjon Republics
and of the Soviet Union as a whele,
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ance lo promote its political, economic and cul.
tural development and to protect it from foreign
enemies.

The Constitution of the U.S.S.R. obliges the So.
viet Union to safeguard the sovereign rights of the
Union Republics, and the Soviet Union discharges
this obligation faithfully, When our counlry was
attacked by Nazi Germany and its ac
entire Soviet Union rose against the overweening
invader. The constituent Soviet Republics occupied
by the enemy were liberated and their freedom,
independence and sovereign rights restored,

complices, the

WHAT IS AN AUTONOMOUS REPUBLIC

Certain localities within the confines of a Union
Republic may be inhabited mainly by nat
other than that of the Re
They consti

ionalilies
public’s basic population.
tute minorities within the Republic con-
cerned and possess distinctive national traits. These
peoples may, by voluntary decision, form Autono-
mous Republics, each of which is named after the
people that founded i,

Let us take, by way of illustration, one of the
Autonomous Soviet Republics located
eastern part of European U.S.S.R., n
basin of the Pechora and Vychegd
huge country has been from time i
home of the Komi people, who

in the north-
amely, in the
a Rivers. This
mmemorial the
conslitute the vast
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free, under the leadership of ‘the Bolshevik I
and with the fraternal assistance of the Ry
nation and the central organs of Soviet power.
What is the state structure of the Autonomoys
Soviet Socialist Republics?
An Autonomous Republic is a
national stute of workers an
part of some Union Re

d peasants which forms

public and, through it, of
the Sovier Union, The R.S.FS.R. includes the {o].
lowing Autonomouys Republics:
The Tatar Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic
The Bashkir Autonomous Soviet Socialist Re-
public

The Daghestan

Autonomous Soviet
Republic

Socia

The Bur}-‘at-i\-’iongolian Autonomous Soviet Sp.
cialist Republic

The Kal

rardinian Autonemous
Republic

Soviet Socialist

The Komi Autonomous Soviet Socialist Re
The Autonomouys Soviet

The Mordovian Au
Republic

The North-Ossetian Autonomous Soy
Republic

public
Socialist Republic
tonomous - Soviet Socialist

iet Socialist
The Udmurt Autonomouys S
public
The Chuvash A
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oviet Socialisi Re-

utonomous Soviet Socialist Re-
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The (;LOI'E._, Broriblice:
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the Kara-Kalpak Autonomous Soviet Socia
ublic. : e i
i While forming part of a Union Republic, ea
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Soviet Union (Bolsheviks}), explain the vast achieve-
ments of the peoples who have formed these re-
publics. Fach of these peoples is keenly aware of
the indissoluble bonds that unite it with the com-
mon motherland, the Soviet Union, and is at all
times ready to defend it with all its human and
material resources,

WHAT IS AN AUTONOMOUS REGION?

Various parts of some of the Union Republics
are inhabited by numerically small peoples which
hayve voluntarily formed Autonomous Regions. The
name of each of these Autonomous Regions indi-
cates the people that constitutes the Region. The fol-
lowing are the Autonomous Regions included in
one or other Territory of the R.3.F.S.R.: the Ady-
gei Autonomous Region, the Jewish Autonomous
Region, the Gorno-Altai Autonomous Region, the
Khakass Autonomous Region, the Cherkess Autono-
mous Region and the Tuva Autonomous Region.

The Azerbaijan Union Republic includes the
Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Region.

The Georgian Union Republic includes the
South-Ossetian Autonomous Region.

The Tajik Union Republic includes the Gorno-
Badakhshan Autonomous Region.

Let us tell the story of one of these regions.

Siberia, along the shores of the Upper Yenisei
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and in the valley of its tributary. the Abakan, has
been from time immemorial the home of the Kha
kass people. More than a thousand years ago the
Khakassi were one of the most powerful and cul.
tured peoples in Asia. But later they were subju-
gaied by the Mongol conquerors and lost their
culture. Agriculture disappeared almost entirely

among them, weeds overgrew the irrigation eanals,
and many cralis, the art of writing and the very
name of the Khakass people fell into oblivion.

Under the tsars the Khakassi suffered cruelly at
the hands of the government officials, the Russian
capilalists and the native princelings and wealthy
families. The Khakass people was dying out. In
1881 the Siberian Newspaper (Sibirskaya Gazeta)
wrote that “in twenty years not a single native will
be left in the valleys of the Abakan.”

The Khakass people was saved from complete
extinction by the Great October Socialist Revolu-
tion. The Soviet State, the Bolshevik Party and the
Russian people helped the Khakassi to set up a
national state organization of their own—the Kha-
kass Autonomous Region. It was formed on Octo-
ber 20, 1930 and constitutes part of the Krasno-
yarsk Territory of the R.S.F.S.R. Tts regional cen-
tre is the city of Abakan. In 1939 the native popu-
lation of Khakassia was 52.500.

The Khakass people has its own national organ
of state power—the Soviet of Working People’s
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Deputies of the Khakass Autonomous chion—j and
enjoys the righi of self-governmeni on the le.nfl?ljy
of the Region. All government bodies and 111,»,11[‘L1-
fions of the Region use the Khakass language in
their official business, :
The powers of the organs of S'L‘dl[‘..(}f ti}c liegi{)n‘
—ithe Regional Soviet and its Executive (jonn'ml‘iec,
—are sct forth in a special Ordinance Concerning
the Khakass Autonemous Region. It was drawn up
by the Regional Soviet, which ioul&r into aucomjl l_i:e
national specific features of l'{ic 1{f:g:nn, ?élu ;«Ta‘s
approved by the Supreme S:,\-net. of the R.L...F.uq. R
The other Autonomous Regions were formed
: isly. |
and]rlcflefozmalion of Autonomous Regions hcipe'r]
to increase the creative initiative and the econormic
and cultural development of the peoples which
founded them. The history of the Khakass Autono-
mons Region is striking evidence of this. : 1
Within ten vears the nomad Khakassi settled
down. The pi’t)dllf:'liO?l of coal, gold and barytes and
the processing of farm products have become large-
scale industries, A timber industry has grown 1:;;;
Sowing areas have increased ninefold: 1'110115871{...:_1
of hectares of arid soil are now irrigated by canals.
Ninety-eight per cent of the peasant farms have
united to form collective farms. '
Almost the whole Khakass people is now liter-

sia has 350 schools, a pedagogical in-
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stitule and three technical schools. It publishes
eleven newspapers and books in hundreds of thou.
hakan Theatre produces play
of the old Russian and West-European, as well as

sands of copies. The :

of Soviet, authors, including plays written by Kha-
kassi. Khakass national lilcrature has progressed
considerably.

Similar progress has also been made by the
other Soviet peoples which have formed Autono-
mous Hegions.

WHAT IS A NATIONAL AREA?

National Areas, like Autonomous Regions, are
formed voluntarily by small Soviet peoples.

They all constitute part of some Region or
Territory of the R.S.F.S.R,

Their names are as follows: the Nenets Nation-
al Area, the Yamalo-Nenets National Area, the
Taimyr (Dolgano-Neneis) National Area, the Agin
Buryat-Mongolian National Area, the Ust-Ordvn
Buryat-Mongolian National Area, the Khanty-Man-
si National Area, the Koryak National Area, the
Chukotsk National Area, the Koms Permyats Na-
tional Area and the Evenki National Area.

Let us take one of these Areas by way of illus-
tration. Northern Siberia, along the lower reaches
of the Ob and the Taz, in the basins of the Polui,
Nadim and the Pur Eivers and on the Yamal, Yavai

a4

and Gydan Peninsulas, is the age-o.lr] habitation
of T.hef Nentsi. When the tsar was in power th;e
Nenets people was cruelly oppressed by his of-
ficials, by the Russian traders who came 1o b.uy u‘p
pelts and fish, and by the owners. ?f big }"emdgu
herds, who formed the class of wealthy natives. rj”?.[-)
Nenets people {fought valiantly agams.t:?s,:})\pr?s-
sors. For a period of thirly years (1825-1 S:'-J-.J)‘ the
poorer classes of the Nenisi wgged. a }1(:1'010. sirug-
gle, under the leadership o_f Vauli I‘):f:-uom1.n 91%
his associates, against the local ts_al‘lst authorities
and against the wealthy reindef‘.r-rmscrs.' |

The Nenects people was threatened with t:atas:.Lr.o-
phe. If you consult the gazetteer of 189‘9 you w"ll]
find ‘Jﬁe‘fr_:ilowing item about the Nentsi: ‘J:‘_\,.j 1{;{]@
that is dying out, numbers 16,000 p‘(‘erssoni. LL}‘IQ:
1913 edition of the gazetteer states: “A tribe tnat
is dying out, numbers 2,000 persons.”

The Socialist Revolution prevented the utter ex-
tinction of the Nenels people. Under Soviet 1'111.3
the life of this people has changed beyond recogni-
tion. On December 10, 1930, the Nentsi forrr_lcd a
state entity of their own—the Yamalo-Nenels
National A;rf’{n. Its chief town is Sale-Khard. The
indigenous population of the Area was 12,000
in 1939.

More than half of the nomad population of the
Area has become sedentary. Big fish-canneries and
collective fisheries supplying the canneries accord-
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ing to contract have been set up in the Area. The
collective hunting “brizades” have become th
principal purveyors of pelts. The procurement o
“soft gold” (pelis) has multiplied ten times over,
Through cooperatives the hunters and fishermen
are provided with excellent guns, fishing tackle
and other equipment, with manufactured goods and
with books and other cultural supplies at popular,
uniform prices. The colleclive-farm reindeer herds
are four times as numercus as hefore. The Area’s
stock-breeding industry, which was formerly con-
fined to reindeer, now includes cattle, horses, sheep
and hogs. Even agriculture—bhoth hothouse and
open field—has made iis appearance in this Arctic
region icebound the whole year round.

In former times the local population had no
medical service at all. Today this National Area has
dozens of hospitals, dispensaries, medical (feldsher)
and obstetrical stations. Physicians visit patients in
the tundra, Before the revolution the native popu-
lation was illiterate throughout. Today this Area
has 56 schools, 7 of which are secondary. Dormito-
ries have been arranged for the children of the
nomad population. The Area has a teachers’ school,
a reindeer-breeding college, an institute of practi-

e
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cal cooperation, and three scientific research sta-
tions. Six newspapers are published. At the Sale-
Khard House of the Nenets, concerts, film shows
and plays by Soviet authors, as well as Russian and

8o

foreign classics are performed. Nenets national lit-
erature is making considerable progress.

What is the clue to these astounding successes
achieved in so short a time by the Nentsi and other
people of the Soviet North, successes w1th0u¥ par-
allel in any other country? It is to be found in the
free and creative initiative of these peoples, foslm:ed
by the Soviet national state structure underlw}uch
they live. They are thems.elvcs building l?a(:lr new
life, and are doing so under the ICE{-‘JE‘-I‘EEII.I) of the
Communist Party, with the fraternal aid of the-lvar-
fous all-Union organs of Soviet power and of the
great Russian people. )

Each nationality which has formed a Natlonal
Area enjoys on its terrilory the rights of sel}'—gu‘ﬁem-
ment in its internal affairs. The rights and duties of
the organs of state power {}I.thr: '_\'atifmal fﬁreau—
the Area Soviet of Working People’s Deputies am.i
its Executive Committee—are defined in an Ordi-
nance Concerning National Areas approved by the
Supreme Soviet of the R.S.F.5.R. e

All state organs and institutions of the National
Area employ the native language o.f the people
forming the Area in their official business. .

The peoples inhabiting our norihern regions
warmly treasure the interesls of the common So-
viet motherland, of which they feel themselves a
pari,




THE FRIENDSHIP OF THE SOVIET PEOPLES
IS INDESTRUCTIBLE

The Soviet Union, as we sce, is a slate based on
the voluniary union of free and equal peoples,
These peoples have cach formed their own, national,
state organization, At the same time all
ples are gathered into the
the membe

Soviet peo-
fold of one single family,
s of which live in {riendship and frater.
# 01 waich live In driendship and frater
nal cooperation.

Such was not the system, such were not the mu-

S

Inal relations belween the various peoples of old
Russia, nor are they those of the capitalist coun-
tries of today,

Let us take, for instance, the British Empire,

which British bourgeois leaders like to refer to as
a commonwea

lth of nations. Let us see what sort
of “commonwealth” this is. More than 535,000,000
people inhabit the British Empire. Of these the
British account for no more than 48,000,000. Over
400,000,600 compose the populations of dependent
countries oppressed by the British hourseoisie—ihe
i B o
colonies and semicolonies of the Empire. India
alone comprises about 800 different nationalities

and tribes. The British Empire is no commonwealth

of nations, but what does exist is the cruel oppres-
sion of the various peoples b

by the British impe-
rialists,

Hundreds of nationalities inhabiting Asia, Africa
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eaples do not calmly submit heir Ic e
L cssantly and with increasing 1niensity
. gl ssors, reaching the point ol armed
inst their oppressors, ‘ I far
against tnelr op} 5t S
isurrection and the proclamation of their 1 _
msurrection s e e e
vdence, as for instance in ihe case 79
- : f the natioual question,
They fight for a solution of the mepa A e
L oo iti ion: £351011,
hat e Tor the abolition of national oppressi
. ton to govern ils own couniry.
the richt of each nalion to gove -
i iet Uni ational oppression nas
In the Soviet Union nalional OPf o
e ith long ago. In our country ine
been done away with long ag : e
: g i & £ [ne ars 3
national question has been settied, for }; € e
L is jus 1l conce -
in history, in a waey that is just to ali o : tLé
o Soviet State, under the leadership of th
by the Soviet State, un
: 3 . -
mmunist Party. i
¢’ Equality of nations has not only been legally
Laus ¥ i 1 ‘ ! d ; sy
: in ¢ yuntry, but introduced 1n pr
Jaimed in our country, bU c :
proclaimed b g
tice and made part and parcel oi the 111 S
Gl Wiy e fratern:s 5815Tanca
cople in the U.S.S.R. With ihe fraternal assi |
- L1, it ul e P 1 -5 el . . ) ; as
I;f 31(, entire Soviet Union each Sovel nation A
Tt its economy and its ] :
rought its economy i s
b' e development; each decides its own
E B : ith all other
internal affairs, and on an even plane wit :
Internal amairs, < g ! e
i ions marticipates in the administration o
Soviet nations participales

national culture to a

the entire couniry. L ;
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and grown into an indestructible force the great
friendship of the Sovie peoples, which Comrade

Stalin called the most valuable achievemeny of the

Soviet State and the Communis; Party. As e
1935 he said: .

“..as long as this friendship exists, the peo-
ples of our country will be {ree and invincible.
Nofhing can daunt us, neithey enemies at home nor

enemies abroad, as long as this Iriendship lives and
flourishes.”

The profound truth contained in these words was
confirmed by the Great Patriotic War. Our enemies
calculated that with the first onrush of their troops
the Soviet Union would “fall to pieces.” These cal-
culationg haturally proved utlerly wrong, The fra-
ternal alliance of the Soviet
stronger and more steeled d

of desperate struggle against

arly as

peoples became even
uring the stern years
the Nazi invaders cop.
ducted under the leadership of the Bolshevik Party.
Each Soviet nation dedicated all its energies, all iis
Tesources, to the sacred cause of defending the So-
viet Union, to the cause of routing the
ejecting him from Soviet territory, of annihilating
fascism. The solidaril‘y, the mutual confidence and
the fighting alliance between the Soviep peoples is
today stronger than ever,

enemy and

The German fascists propagated the “theory”
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the one side the Germans, who they alleged belong
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CHAPTER 1v
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HOW THE ORG

ti ORGANS OF STATE
ARE FORMED. T S
ARE FORMED IN OUR COI_.U\"IFI-}{'\;"ER

THe ¢
! ORGANS
Soviets of W Of-smlc power in our country
elect I ‘orking People’s Deputi ountry—the
ected by the whole of the pfoﬂpll' ies—are freel
' it people.

orm }" - =

] IT er]. }ll was LB E 3314 .LT 3
5 as not so [I F'1

: 1 ihe ILl.i 21an TJ}

one tsar to th‘_ o

ther. After t}
the tsaris ter. After the Revolut ¢
i8arist government i

T
re

OWer was lrans 1THIETT I 1
I ‘aﬂlllte(] }‘Y nieritance {
AT1CE O

| s T e

ple, established the S-..ﬁ-,hsi}d gelorEsen 10 the Poo-
e tate Duma, which Lenin called
il Iﬂc-i r}i_; of popular representation ']:h g
tors ‘“ere__s‘r uma were held as fol‘cp\"g'.F' r; ei(

.. i i L0WSs: PI1rst elec-
i e n. The landlords and urban I 2
= ose three-fourths of the t T i

o s the tc
ors, the peasants chose 22 :
workers 2.4 ne e
4 per cent, The ¢l

2C-

fao

tal number of
4 per cent and the
clors then met

t to elect
o2

the Deputics to the Duma. Naturally, under such
5 system of elections very few representalives of the
workers and peasants could obtain seals in the tsar-
ist Duma.

The women, half the population, had no right
1o vole altogether. The nop-Russian nationalities
of Central Asia +nd Siberia, which made up almost
ten million of the poi}u";a!.ion, were also wholly
deprived of the right 1o vote. The peoples of the
Caucasus were entitled to only 10 Deputies. No one
was eligible unless he knew Russian.

Similar limitations on the elective franchise
exist even today in the bourgeois couniries. Their
constitutions and election Jaws are usually so framed
that large sections of the citizenry are either entire-
ly excluded from the clectoral franchise or have
their electoral rights severely restricted. Many
countries have no women’s suffrage. 1In couniries
populated by different nationalities, and in colony-
owning countries, citizens belonging 1o nations and
races other than the nation dominant in the given
couniry, are deprived of electoral rights.

A series of qualifications must usually be ful-
§lled belore electoral righis are granted. For in-
stance, an applicant for election registration may
have to show that he owns a certain amount of land

or other property OF has pald taxes of a certain
minimum amount or a special election 1ax (poll
tax). lle may further be reqniresl to show that he
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has a home of hj
of his own or to prove continuou
15 Tesi.

dP..rJCC 5‘\"1‘.}1 1 chior 15trict i a stal }t i 3{[
( n th L5 l!le 10n d st ic or sia Bd L

i}i tin € | 81X mc lhs. car WO vear T even Il}‘ ;-
mon » il Yea . W FEArs Or l ;

ng

er). He may
/ > may be called
L upo OV
an education of a Pon to prove that he has

t least s
e il :a;tlf_o r{nany grades or that he
2 > 0of tne domi a1 !
of the state ol o oL ton M
| o : . Miany
tive voter h.-n? the US.A. demand that a I’VU“"I"E"“‘*
g T knowledge of the English lan
lhaf.h’[ e s;mthem states a Negro Inou t an-
G Pt i st prove
i | ite I i
L before he is granted the
of Negroes in the U{:lz\t st B millions
_eeroes m the ULS.A. are to all intents .
pOdLS.d'S‘IU’*IIﬁn({ from voting all intents and pur-
Direct disfranchisement I_s.mc]

e nd electoral resirie-
"e ihe capitalists, the landlords

and their servi

their servitors - .

tate rans tvitors a predominance in e .
power. In bourgeois stat BRSO

e : es the rulj i
de all in their power to ruling classes

St revent t iling

from participating in 'lleF;ro _”19‘ o oy
. ek the governing of {} Ty

; ,-_101‘00\-431, the conditions T

working-class eitize .

electoral rights

s necessary fo permit

i a really free exercise of their

; . 3

tution erants them l)theXI&l even where the consti-

: s them such risl T i e

: T e gnts. The o

andlords are in control of the ent ol g
: entire

tus: th(ﬁ}r haVC state appara-

at their dis :
e *Ir disposal the printi :
newspapers. radio stalions prinling presses,
mieeting hall talions, - schools,

g halls and huge sums o
are the very fhing;c. W

universities,
B f money. And these
he at the labouri th
capitalisl countries do not dI'Ou”ng ko
: L possess. It is, ¢
I . 1t is, therefor
) €,

i)
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nominate and

ficult for them to organize.
ill really

very di
adidates for public office who w

elect ca
represent the interests of labour.

In capitalist couniries election
waged amidst a fierce class struggle
exploiting classes exerl tremendous pre
voters. The leaders of the various bourgeois parties
outdo each other in their {rantic cfforts to win a
of the electorate, resorting o false prom-
irect bribery, intimi-
It is not at all rare

campalgns are
in which the

ssure on the

majority
ises of every descriplion, Lo d
dation and physical violence.
for the candidates of bourgeois parties o win elec-
downright falsification and other fraudu-
For instance, in the Kansas City,
district, in which Harry Truman,
ived a majorily, voters
lling

tions by
lent methods.
Missouri, election
the present President, rece
were rushed in trucks from polling place to po
place to swell their party’s vote.

How different is the picture in our country! All
granted and ac-

Soviet citizens of voting age are
ted right to

tually ensured the absolutely unresiric
vote.

Everyone knows wh
whole people are the electio
election is preceded by a lengthy
tuated by well-attended meetings
throughout the length and breadth
These meetings serve to nominate

at a festive occasion for the
ns to the Soviets. Each
campaign, punc-
of the voters
of the country.
the candidates

for the various Soviets.
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What are the principles which in our counlry
govern the elections to the organs of state power,
the Soviets?

The Stalin Constitution introduced wuniversyl
suffrage. Under its provisions women ha

the
same electoral rights

as men, The very idea of
depriving them or resiricting them in these rights
seems preposlerous and outrageous to the Sovie
citizen,

The Soviet Constitution does not curtajl any
citizen’s electoral or other rights because of the lan-
guage that he speaks or the colour of his skin.
Whether he is a Russian, a Bashkir, a Ukrainian.
an Estonian, a Byelorussian, an Uzbek, an Avar, a
Nenets, a Komi, a Mari or an Uigur, he has the
right to vote and be voted for in all elections to
public office under Soviet rule,

The Soviet Constitution does not diff,

rentiate
between citizens acco

rding to their social origin. A
to the category of worker or
peasant—collective or individual farmer—or he
may be a member of the intelligentsia or come
Irom one of the exploiting classes that former
existed in our country. All citizens possess the el
toral franchise irrespective of their social
Property status and former occuipation,
Whether a citizen has a highe
an elementary educar
immaterial in de

citizen may }Jc!ong

i

origin,

r, a secondary or
ion or no education at all is
ermining his right to vole, and

i roardl f the

he likewise iz entitled lo vole r(,g._irl.ess‘ o
s is failur -actise any.
ligion he practises or his failure to practis o
relig s prac . e e

RV*'he'-hcr a citizen has a permanent placc‘e o ;

b ; is aadre '8 N0
idence or [requently changes his aadress n}ms ;

i or {reg M e

in the least affect his right to participate in the elc

n the least affec pa iy

ions at the polling place ol the election d‘_m;:
i 1 the day ol clections.

which he happens to be on the day ol the e

Service in the Soviet Army or Navy does .

i e of his richt to cast his bailot
deprive a citizen of 1 ¢ ' foits
ai the place where his army unit or ship
stationed. & o

Thus in our country all citizens of voling lane

i i e o ssiriction what-
are enlitled to vote, without any restriction
ever. Sl Tl ol
The zole and quite natural exceptions are 111
g e g o nvicter
sane persons and persons who have been convict

. : 1 whose sentences include
by a court of law anc e e
deprivation of electoral rights for a fixed period.

3 i clect members of the various

The right to el ¥ e
Soviets is enjoyed by every citizen of the ie

ot 3 i
Union who has reached the age of 18. ;

by 5oe i is 22 vears of age may

Any Soviet citizen who is 23 years of ag m}).

lectec ember of the Supreme Soviet of the
be elected a member e’ Supreme S e
US.S.R ny citizen of the Soviet Union n .}.}-. -E

.. f ¢ Ele > NeEmper o
attaining the aze of 21, be elected a m .
i Sovi f any Union or Autonomous

the Supreme Soviet of any Unic : s

\bli ing its Constitution, an
Republic, according to its Constit .

3 .\1. =1 (-ge
member of any local Soviet on sttaining the ag
of 18,
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The Stalin Constitution provides for equal suf-
f?:age. This means that no citizen enjoys any spe-
01.3.1 rights or privileges in elections to the So-
viets. Peasants have the same rights as workers
women the same as men; professional peop]e:
scienlists and men in the armed forces have the

[ .( i o & 1 x 1
;‘.Lme rights as all other citizens. The right of suf-
age is tl e VAT : 1
Tage is the same for everybody: each voter has

one vole.

This equality in the malter of suffrage stren
ens the moral and politi .
s the moral and political unity of Soviet society,
: tion among workers,
peasants and intellectuals and hence also the might

of the Soviet State.

enhances the friendly cooper

E.. ap dha s ! u 3

Under the Stalin Constitution elections to
{1 gans of state power are direct. This means that
the voters do not vote for “electors” who do the
£ e ~ it 13 7 o s 3 i . it
‘;_ml clmr_.v.m?, but vote directly for the candida
they prefer. The principle of the direct vote applies

not only to elections for the village, eity, district,

reglonal and other local Soviets but also to the

SBknete o A TIo: :
S0vi of the Union and Awuwtonomous

epublics and to the Supreme Soviet of the Union
- Soci |

Socialist Republics,

elections make it possible for the Soviet

be well-informed about the candidates for
":'ha{u ke casis his vote in not only the elections io
the local organs of state power but also the elec-
tions to the supreme orzans of the Soviet Republics
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and to the supreme organ of the entire Soviet
Union. Direct elections strengthen the ties between
the voters and all the organs of state power, and
also help to improve the work of elective bodies.

The Stalin Constitution established the principle
of the secret ballot in the elections to all the Sovicts.
This means that no one has a right to know for
whom a veter casts his vote. No one, not even a
member of the election commission, may be pres
ent inside the special booths provided for velers to
mark their ballots, Each voter freely decides for
himself whether a particular candidate deserves hi
confidence or not. This procedure ensures compl:
freedom of elections,

Who may nominate candidates for the Soviets?

This right is possessed by all public organiza-
tions and societies of the working people: Com-
munist Party organizations, trade unions, cooper-
atives, youth organizations and cultural societies,

as well as general meetings of workers and other
employees voting by establishments, of servicemen
voting by army units, of peasants voting by
collective farms, villages and volosts, and of work-
ers and other employees of state farms voting by
state farms.

Hence, it is the popular masses themselves who
nominate the candidates for the office of Soviet
Deputy. They also present their mandates to th
future Soviet Deputics.

101




Our Constitution establishes constant  con.
tact between a Deputy and his constituency, It
gives the constituents the right to demand of
their Deputy that he account to them for the way
he is fulfilling their election mandate, that he
veport on the work of the Soviet to which he is
elected.

Soviet voters do not confine themselves to elect-
ing Depulies every so many ycars to organs of state
power and then return to their routine tasks. Soviet
electors follow up the work of their Deputies, check
up on it, and if any Deputy should deviate from
the right path and forfeit the confidence reposed
in him they may make use of their right to recall
the Deputy before the expiration of his term of
oflice, and elect another in his place, as our Consti-
tution specifies.

The constitutions of bourgeois countries contain
no such provision. There, once the elections are
over and the successful candidates have taken their
seats, all relations between them and their constitu-
encies are usually at an end. No sooner are candi-
dates of bourgeois parties installed in office than
they forget their election promises and carry out
in Parliament, Congress or legislature the will of
the bourgeoisie.

A Soviet Deputy, as Comrade Stalin pointed out,
is a servant of the people; it is his duty to carry
out the will of his constiluents,
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Comrade Stalin advised the volers to df:r.nandlif
their Deputies that they remain equu‘l to lhcir 1:11a1\l
that in their work they should not sink to tlct i:qe‘,
of political philistines, that lhey. 511r:uldfco;s a‘ré:t
keep before them the immortal image of the grea

Lenin, €
The chosen of the Soviet people should. as

public fizures, be as clear and definite as Lenin was.
Tiwg; should be as fearless in baitle and as
il Tier Lenin was.
merciless to the enemy as
In case of danger they should be as free from
any semblance of panic as Lenin was, L
"In deciding complex problems they should be
; p I
as wise and deliberate as Lenin wa ;
They should be as upright and honest as Lenin
was. far
They should love their people as Lenin did. ;
Indeed, all Deputies must learn to become pllf .
lic ficures like Lenin was, like Comrade' Stalin,
i@ 1 r ' £ Y -
our beloved leader and friend of the working peo
ple, is.
THOSE WHOM THE PEOPLE IIA\"E E_“JTRU:S:F}LD
W'I"_l'}i SUPREME POWER IN THE COUNTRY
In the elections to the Supreme Sovi‘e‘t tii the
US.S.R., held on February 10, 1946, 1,330 lL.pu-
ties were elected. Let us see whom the people bave

L b
»r in il try. The
entrusted with supreme power in the coun ry1 ;tﬂd
Stalin election district of the city of Moscow electe
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as its Deputy to the Supreme Soviet of the .S

the beloved leader of th .

Communist Party, Jo
Other pre

and o

and later the Frunze
ling from bhoth,

4 S. Kovpak, twice Hero of the Soviet Union, Vice-

President of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet
of the Ukrainian S.S5.R., Deputy to the Supreme
Soviet of the U.S.S.R.




Thout the Patri

Marshal 1. Konev, tw
Deputy to the Supreme Soviet of the US.S.R.

of the Soviet Union,




through

ghou ‘aini

L Tlt the Ukrainian steppes and the B

s I_. [19 Germans were in mortal fh IFH}USk
ropular lege o

d(,!:a(‘hlicntq egends arose about him. His guer lilin
nments were gainin : rEy

- ) g g strength s

he was entrusted with an N

by Comrade Si

with his partis

of the Ukraine

an Mountains,

The partis
s partizans received from i}
Doviel territory) all tf 5
e they needed for their exped;
i Km,.ﬁk:g rench mortars, anti.tank rifle : “:
kilome.rgq}c[ ¢ unexampled raid, coverine 1; g““
i iLﬂ ,.r_} 0 h:r]rlh:ur;( far in the Nazi rear, spr -
I 5 a = i
L Nfﬂramcs of the enemy, and }3Inye,dq1p“?ad
il azi supply lines which brougt i o
*quipment from German S e

umportant military mission
g SO

i._.l . dul’:t IolT ld 1 ]e i
ALY . io con a4 Iormidab Ia d
. ; Ia
ans in lhe CIICINY 8 rear ll\)l,]&_, 1 aill
: = ll AT - i [E o !.".E : 1
i }' =ld p L[ C Jat l-
il l!l B el(l] 18813 1 o i e al tr

(13 . L
mainland”

‘the Volga and in the C“lli*at:}uslh% en}emy Sl
1t rejoiced the hearts cf“tl irvy =
o . 1e Soviet citizens who had
o :LC; E;esl(‘n:n bondag}e, and spurreg ‘S(i;?nhzd
B e m\,’L dmvader.‘ This celebrated partisa?
ol nowar Ed. ﬂ?e title of Hero of the Sovi It
o v . Major General, was ele-';edIC
i famu.mupreme Soviet by the Ukmim"ta
o e J‘.rsSnf th.e Glukhov election dist 9

8 Sergei tvanovich Vavilop,* al::)z

* S I Vawil

o >4 Vavilov, again el

Soviet of the USSR ; e

NG S8R in 1930, died e Lty
e on Janvary 25th

4

Deputy 10 the Supreme Soviet of the 1USSR. He
the most prominent figures in the realm
An eminent physicist and Stalin
Prize recipient he is President of the USSR,
Academy of Sciences. During the war he energeti-
cally assisied in the work of the People’s Commis-
sariat of Armaments. He supervised the making
of intricate optical instruments which excellently
served the defenders of our country on land and sea.
Vavilov is also widely known as the author of
numerous popular scientific publications. As Dep-

Soviet of the RSFSR., he

uty to the Supreme »
won the love and esteem of his Leningrad constit-

is one of
of Soviet science.

uents,

The Kirov election district of Leningrad sent as
its representative in the Supreme Soviet of the
USS.R. a former factory hand by the name of
Kuzma Emelyanovich Titov, of old proletarian
stock. He virtually grew up in the Putilov (now
Kirov) Plant, where he heard Lenin deliver some
of his fiery speeches. They left an indelible mark
on the soul of this young wo tker, and it was here
that he joined the Bolshevik Party. After the Octo-
ber Revolution Titoy attended a boiler and turbine
makers’ evening irade school and became super-
intendent of the machine shop. From the very be-
ginning of the war he displayed the greatest self-
sacrifice in the fulfilment of the tasks set by the
government concerning the defence of Leningrad.
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Despite constant bombardment the factory con
to produce tanks for the city’s vali

The tankmen would drive straight from the factory
gates to the front-line positions, When part of the
Kirov Plant was evacuated io the U::a]'s: Titov
companied it and at the new factory site became one
of the crganizers of the production of new Lypes
of Eg’hiifag machines, the famous “Ky» and “pg
heavy tanks,

tinueg
ant defenders.

T
e

Pasha A ngelina, the chief of a women’s
brigade at the Staro-Beshevo Machine and Tr
Station in Staline Region, was one of n
elected to the Supreme Soviet of the U.SS.R. She
has been operati

vears, and duri

hun

tractor

the WOIEnD
ng tractors for upward
g this period has taught about
dred young men and women the proper way to
operate a tractor, No wonder the collective
wherever Pasl

G

thereabouts say that sha j
bound to be a bumper crop, She holds ¢

tractor efficiency record
on top in an all.
tor brigades.

16 wh
and her team ¢
-Union contest among women trac-

The collective farmers of the Bairam-Alj election

trict in the Turkmen Republic elected Aga-Yusup
» a former chairiker (farm hand) to represent
them in the Supreme Soviet of the USS.R. Once
the leader of the poor peasants of the Er-Sary-Yab
aul, he is now a noted colton grower, an efficient
organizer, and has

been elected many times in
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: f Turk-
SILE ; (8] i
sion chairman of the Bolshevik, one ol
Heeess? . Y e B
Sm nistan’s best collective farms. _ ot i
e i rovich Timushev 18 on
Ceorgi Fedorovich

= E l Qs £ th‘
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11.5.5.R. He is only twenty-three, ’.Lhe sor}l‘ofaaf‘:-) :r\
B ol Komi by nationality, hal.mu rom
- f'dd&her'}f aU"L'mm‘ Ust.Kulom District, Komi
{:e‘ :})i;r.ieu:‘:a)\-';zlt‘bSo’u';alist Republie. H;i 1:9‘:]:;1;
i‘.o : 5 115 + ﬁ.(lv FEyryr aq Wie
telndiug the Puc’ingoglﬁr Insmii’[:: l;:i; ‘f;tl;?r‘e Sty
/ar broke out, whereupon he rans et
g’i;;t&ily i33‘.1, ineering school. In Eanlmrly\ﬂi;r.;_;\gth
i im in command of a sapper platos e
{m('i ‘hm} m]‘; nced from Stalingrad to Hungary,
- 1.%1.P a‘:’m:l:nfrh wounded. He was 'pro:;o"..f:d
“"hcre_' ; “3 ':x: and the title of Hem. of the Sov lnﬁt
Uni 11“'“1'“‘“1‘“: [‘ ed upon him. When the war
e -Ictl‘die‘% The Komi Auton-
e {'!13..111111 their Deputy

1nion was :
ended he returned to his
omous 9S.9.1. eicctsrnleiﬂid it
i Sapreme Soviet of the U.2.0. . ;
N ! A1l suffice to illustrate the
hese few examples will 5u e
e the S 1ot voters have entrusted with
kind of people the Sovie u_utr;v
' the country.
the governance of the c\ful i
h ipreme Soviet o s s
o 1t are WagewOIKEers, 26 per

s follows: 38 per cer fee worker
as follows B 36 ner cent are office workers

are peasanls anc e
cent are peasar ‘ L
and intellectuals. Two hundred and se€ \
allit Lilvait A

S 1 ‘ Y=
3 : GEI Ll o 3 a d ad.
Yo oare l!i‘,i'\\' BEN LILE oeg O %

are womern, s i 1 oes ] 2 1

« olen account for a con-
in ihe armed forces aiso acc ;
Ten in the armec e s
L.I - ] More than four-fifths
siderable group. M
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Deputies are Communists, the rest are non-Party
people.

Parliaments in bourgeois countries are cut to g
quite diflerent pattern. OFf the 437 Deputies in the
Fourth State Duma of tsarist Russia, only 65 were
“agriculturists” (predominamﬂy kulaks), +while
e.even were workers or handicraftsmen. All
remaining Deputies were either landlords, capital-
ists, officials, bourgeois intellectuals or members
of the clergy. As a matter of fact, there
five genuine representatives of the working people
in the Duma, and they were Bolshevik worke

yet even this handful the tsarist government exiled
to Siberia.

were only

At the present time parliamenis in bourgeo
countries are of a similar clas
the United States, for instance
almost entirely of capitali
of bourgeois intellectuals, who serve the interests
of the big capitalist corpor:

s composition. In
, Congress consists
8ts, a considerable number

ations, and a few big
landowners,
Our country is governed by its fi

nest sons and
daughters

» by Party and non-Party Bolsheviks who
have earned the confidence of the masses by their
services to the state and to sociely, by their unstint-
ed labour in factory, mill, mine and field, by their
accomplishments in science, technology or culture,
by their heroism in combatting the encmies of the
Soviet motherland,
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et i . Soviet
ths fraternal family .oi Sovie
. ies of Lithuania, Latvia

following are

ing universal ;n} ;
the laws passed in /
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ORGANS OF STATE POWER

] The Supreme Soviet of the 11.S. S.R. alone has OF THE U.S.5.R.

the right to amend the Constitution of the USSR

Ly e

TCFT T
exercise control over its ohscrvance and ensure ngME sovEe e US{&
S L ST

conformity of the Constitutions of the [ﬁwion Re- Lo s |

publies with the Constitution of the U.S.S.R. - SOVIET
The Supreme Soviet of the U.S.S.R. alone h.

the right to admit new republics to the So:'

Union, confirm alterations of boundarie

Union Republics and the formation of 1

; i = OVIET
omous republice, and new lerritorics s : SUP::: :EPUBLI’

t | OF U e
glons.

SOVIET
i aF
| MATIONALITIES

The Supreme Soviet of the U.S.SF
ized to appoint _il'l\-'l')?{"garlj_lu and audii

any question, the requirements of SUPREME SOVIET

OF
complied with by all institutions and e SR
e
REGIONAL SOVIET
a v ERALTE R SOVIET OF WORKING T BE GRS
he Supreme Soviet of the USSE. adopls a i s Jsowq oF workiNg | | | ecomies oeeusies
consolidated state budget for the whole country | OF TERRITORY | PEOPLES DEPUTIES

: . 2 e ’ OF AUTONOMOUS
and the report on its execution, It contracts and | REGIGN

grants loans, decides the more imporiant quesm,“a L
regarding relations wi foreign county and

Gl
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questions of war and peace, ratifies treaties with SOVIET OF woamo]

fara: atag voaniree t SRS S 2 = PEOPLE'S DEFUTIES
tor€ign staies, organizes the country’s defence an :
oreign states, ¢ ‘_Lm es t ¢ country’s defence and | R,
directs the armed forces of the Soviet Union.

Thus, the Jl.n -eme Soviet of the U?& S.R. is the
highest organ of state power in the Union of Soviet

[ DISTRICT SOVIET
Nt OF WORKING
| PEOPLE’S DEPUTIES
|

Socialist Republics. No organ of state power in J[

our country is superior to the Supreme Soviel of __.r = R
- QVIET |

the U.SSR. or 15 vested with equal authority. FV'LLAGE : Gl
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The Supreme Soviet of the US.S.R. consists of
two Chambers. One of them is called the Seviel of
the Union, the other, the Soviet of Nationalities.

Both Chambers are elected on the basis of uni-
versal, equal and direct suffrage by secret ballot.
The Deputies to the Sovier of the Union are elected
by the entire citizenry throughout the U.S.S.R. on
the basis of one Deputy for every 300,000 of the
population. Deputies to the Sovier of Nationalities
are voled for separately by Union Republics {on
the basis of 25 Deputics from each), by Autono-
mous Republics (eleven Deputies from each), by
Autonomous Regions (five Deputies from each)
and by National Areas (one Depuly from each).

The two Chambers of the Supreme Soviet of the
U.SS.R. have equal rights. Each of them has the
richt to initiate legislation, that is, to suggest new

legislation and introduce corresponding bills. A
law is considered adopted if passed by both Cham-

bers by a simple majority vote in each. Amend-

ments to the Constitution, however, require a ma-
jority of not less than two-thirds of the votes cast
in each of the Chambers. The term of office of the

rmembers of both Chambers is four years. The
Chambers are convened and hold their sessions
simultaneously.

It may be asked: Why does the Supreme Soviet
of the U.S.S.R. consist of two Chambers and not
of ene?
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Because our state is multinational,

The main interests of the citizens of the Sovie
Union, without distinetion of nationality or r
are identical, common, All §
interested

dace,
oviet people are vitally
in the strengthening of the economic and
defensive might of the Soviet Union, in the es

lishment of prolonged and enduring peace between
all countries, in seeing that the life of all Soviet peo-
ples becomes richer and more beautiful

each day.
These common in

terests of all Soviet citizens arc
tepresented in the supreme org
the Deputies to the Sovies of the Union.

But the citizens of the various nalion
races inhahil‘ing

an of our state by

alities and
the Soviet Union have, besides,
their own special interests arising out of the spe-
cific national features of each people, the peculiari-
ties of its language, life and culture,

These special interests of the various nalions are
'epresented in the supreme organ of our state by
the Deputies to the Sovier of Nationalities.

It is the purpose of the Soviet of Nationalities
that each of the numerous Soviet peoples which
have organized national state structures of their
own be enabled through its special representatives
lo express directly in the Supreme Soviet of the
US.SR. its special, national interests,

A proposal providing for such a structure of the
supreme organ of state power of the 1LS.SR.
introduced by Comrade Stalin in 1923, Relerring

was
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the necessity of creating a Soviet of Na Wi
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: Such a structure of the Supreme Sovi i
e 2 - S o
USSR, assures the fullest and most d\,cumr
P T . oamd - -] > | : S ; . (\L‘r
pression of the interests of all the peoples 2; *
; f state power. Such
i ichest organ of state p
try in the highes : et | g
ol 1 eme Soviet of the U.SS.R.
structure of the Supreme S ! e
nsolidation of {raternal cooper:
facilitates the consolidatio fern; .
i ‘dh | thens the bonds of friendship be-
tion and slrengthens .
veen all the Soviet peoples. .
o : s also have two Chambers in
Bourceols countries also have e
heir P Cl ments or Assemblies. They are referre
their Parliaments or fssemi : e
J Lower Chamber or House:
[ Y EY A1
t Upper and Low et - 5
? i and the House of Commons, Senate
House of Lords and the ] : o s i
and House of Representatives, etc. In tsarist
ras a State Council and a State Duma.
there was a State Cou ‘ b
But the Chambers of the Supreme sosieh i
othine in common with the two-
U.S.SR. have nothing in con g
= 11O 3 ey T 8 lei—
chamber system in bourgeois countr S
he first pla ihere both chambers are
In the first place, be e
ns of hourceois power, while our chamber: ;
e s Socialist State. Moreover, in
Organs of a Soviet Soclalist ots
o
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bourgeois countries the upper chambers are so
conslituted as to make it particularly difficult for
the labouring masses to be represented there, These
upper chambers enjoy special rights and privilege:
withheld from the lower chambers. In old Russ
half of the Upper Chamber (the Siate Council)
was appointed by the tear from among men of the
mosi exalted station; the other half was ele
sociclies of the nobility, landowners, induys

and merchants, About the same thing st

true today of many bourgeois countries. For in-
stance, in Great Britain the House of Lords—ithis
remnant of the Middle Aves—consists of members
of the nobility—princes of the royal blood, dukes,
counts, barons—and also of archhishops and bish-
ops. The members of the House of Lords hold their
seats by right of inheritance, save the few who are
appointed by the king. All laws passed by the lower
chambers must also pass the upper chambers, which
are given the right to delay legislation. The upper
chambers hamper all progress.

Nothing of the kind exists or can exist in our
Soviet Union. Both Chambers of the Supreme Soviet
of the U.SS.R. enjoy equal rights. The Soviet of
Nationalities promotes the economie, political and
cultural advancement of the National Republics,
Regions and Areas. It represents the special in-
terests of the free Soviet peoples in the supreme
organ of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.

i16

i he Soviet of Na-
The Soviet of the Union and the uoueziué Na
e o i ; -Union
i ities together constitute the single @ i
tjonalities togell . Sl
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1 i -
will of all Soviet peopies.

* *

i ihlic elect their
The citizens of each Union Republic elec
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§ e e o Tnion Bepublics
sists of but one Chamber. In the Union ReL :
3 g 1 T Lol
there is no need for two Chambers. The Al;.u::

: e legi Na-
mous Republics, Autonomous Regions an ;1:
: T i Ini spublic
s o1 Areas composing part of a Union Repu
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THE PRESIDIUM OF THE SUPREME SOVIET
OF THE U.S.S.R.

The Supreme Soviet of the US.S.R. func

tions
during the two sessions for which it

is convened
annually. Special sessions may also be held. U

completion of the business of the
Deputies disperse and resume their ord

1}01]
session, the
inary duti
It is therefore clear that the current business of
governing the siate requires additional higher
gans of state. What are these organs?
One of them is the Presidium of the Supreme
Sovies of the U.S.S.R,
The Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of (he
U.S.S.R. is elected at a joint session of both Cham-
bers from among

or-

the Deputies, and consists of a
President, sixteen Vice-Presidents (corresponding
to the number of Union Republics), a Secretary and
fifteen members. The Presidium of the Supr
viet of the U.S.S.R. is accountable to
Soviet for all its activities.

eme So-
the Supreme

The first session of the Supreme Soviet of the
U.S.S.R. held in 1937 elected as the Pre
the Presidium M. 1. Kalinin, who he
est body of the Sov
1919 to 1946.

sident of
aded the high-
iet State uninterrupledly from

Mikhail Ivanovich Kalinin died on June 3, 1946,
He enjoyed tremendous popularity and was greatly
loved by the people of the Soviet Union.
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purposes, the duties they impose and the method
of properly applying their provisions.

The Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the
US.8.R. conducts referendums, that is, on its own
initiative or upon the demand of one of the Union
Republics submiis proposed legislation to popular
discussion and vote. In this way the people them-
selves are given the right, in cerlain cases, to adept
(or reject) bills on particularly important ques-
tions.

The Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the
U.8.8.R. appoints and removes the Hieh Command
of the Armed Forces of the Sovies Union, orders par.

P i

tial or general mabilization, proclaims martial law
in separate localities or throughout the USSR

in the interest of the defence of our country or for
the purpose of ensuring public order and the se-
curity of the state,

In the intervals between sessions of the Supreme
Soviet of the USSR, the Presidium proclaims g
State of war in the event of military attack on the
US.S.R. or when hecessary to fulfil international
ireaty obligations concerning mutual defence against
aggression,

We all know how the Pr ium of the Supreme
Soviet of the U.SS.R. exercised its powers in de-
fence of onr counfry, On the very day that fascist
Germany launched jis sudden predatory attack

inst the Soviet Union, the Presidium issued four
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decrees: a) mobilizing citizens subject to military
gervice in a number of areas; b) concerning mar-
tial law; c) declaring martial law in a number of
republics, regions and separate cities; d} concern-
ing military tribunals in localities placed under
martial law and in regions where hostilities were
going on,

In the intervals between sessions of the Supreme
Soviet of the U.S.8.R., the Presidium is authorized
to release and appoint ministers, form new minise
tries and new regions and lerritories. Such decrees
are submitted for confirmation to the next session
of the Supreme Soviet of the U.S.5.R.

The Presidium issues decrees on questions such
as those enumerated above in the intervals between
sessions of the Supreme Soviet when rendered nec-
essary by the urgency of the occasion.

The Presidium of the Supreme Soviet annuls
decisions and orders of the Council of Ministers of
the U.S.S.R. and of the Councils of Ministers of the
Union Republics if they do not conform to law.

The Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the
U.S.S.R. represents the Soviet Union in its relations
with foreign states; it ratifies and denounces trea-
ties with other countries, appoints and recalls pleni-
potentiary representatives of the Soviet Union to
foreign states, and receives the credentials and let-
ters of recall of diplomatic representatives accredit-
ed to the Soviet Union by foreign slates,
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epublic and is account-
The powers of the
iet of a Union Re-

organ of state power of the R
able to its Supreme Soviel.
Presidium of the Supreme Sov

public, the number of its vice-presidents and the

number of its members are determined by the Con-

stitution of the Republic in question.
The Supreme Soviet of each Autonomous Re-

public likewise elecis its own Presidium, the h
permanently functioning organ of stale power of
d accountable to its Supreme So-

the Republic an
dium of the Supreme

viet. The powers of the Presi
¢ the Autonomous Republic and its com-

Soviet of
position are set forth in its Constitulion.

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

OF THE USSR,

functioning higher organ
S.SR. is the Council of
name applied to the

Another permanently
of state power of the U.
Ministers of the I7.5.5.R., the
goyernment of the Soviet Union.

The Council of Minisiers of the USSR, is
formed at a joint session of both Chambers of the
Supreme Soviet of the US.SR. At the first session
of the Supreme Soviet, held in March 1946, the
as formed in the

government of the Soviel Union w

following manner:
The head of the outgoing gover

nment, Comrade

J. V. Stalin, submitted a writien stalement to the
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ment is responsible and accountable to the Presid-
{um of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR.

The powers and composition of the Council of
Ministers are sct forth in the Constitution.

The Council of Ministers of the U.S.5.R. issues
Jecisions and orders on the basis and in pursuance
of the all-Union laws in operation, and verifies
their execution. Iis decisions and orders are bind-
ing throughout the terrilory of the Soviet Union.

The Council of Mlinisters of the USSR, is
charged with such important duties as: the mainte-
nance of public order; the protection of the interests
of the state; the safeguarding of the rights of citi-
zens; the fixing of the annual contingent of citizens
to be called up for military service; the direction
of the general organization of the armed forces
of the Soviet Union; general guidance in the sphere
of relations with foreign states.

Important powers are conferred upon the Coun-

eil of Ministers of the U.S.S.R. relating to the man-

agement of the national economy. It takes the nec-

essary measures for the carrying out of the state

budget and the national-economic plans of the

USSR, and also for the sirengthening of the
country’s credit and monetary system.

The Council of Ministers of the U.S.S.R. co-or-
dinates and directs the work of the U.8.5.R. Minis-
iries and other institutions under ils jurisdie-
tion.
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The

Ministries are the hodies in char
various

branches of state adminisir
national economy. Each
thority to direct 1]

ge of the
ation and the

minister is given sole ay.
1e branch of state administration
entrusted to him and has a Collegium functioning
under him, He issues orders and instruciions
taining to the said hranch of administration,
The Ministries of the U.S.S.R. are divided into
all-Union Minisiries and Union-Republican Minis.
tries. The all-Union Ministries direc: the branches
of the national economy which are of all-Union
importance and require that they be administered
from a single, all-Union centre, The Uni
lican Ministries of the USSR d
of the national economy ar

per-

on-Repub-
. 1 1
1rect the branches

1d state adminisiration of

all-Union importance which can be managed

t0 manage

. ana
which it is advisable from the centre
through corresponding Union-Republican Ministries
of the varicus Union Republics, This system of
Union-Republican Ministries makes it possible to
combine the direction of any particular branch of
the national economy or the state administration
from the all-Union centre with the immediate direc-
tion of this branch by the corresponding Union-

Republican Ministry of the Union Republic in
question, _

The Council of Ministers of the U.S.SR. has the
right, in respect of those branches of administration
and economy w

L
hich under the Constitution come
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and orders are binding

throughout
Union.,

the Soviet

At the same time the powers of the Council of
isters of the U.S.S.R. are specified in the Con-
stituton, the Fundamental Layw of the land. All s
actions must be hased on all-Union
sue the purpose of executing them. It is responsible
and accountable for all its aclions
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sum of the Supreme Soviel. The Union Republics
have their own Ministries. They are divided into
Union-Republican Ministries, of which we have al-
ready spoken, and Republican Ministries, which
direci the branches of the national economy and
state adminisiration of Republican importance. The
powers and the composition of the Council of Min-
icters of a Union Republic are defined by its Con-
stitution.

Fach Autonomous Republic likewise has its own
Council of Ministers—the highest execulive and ad-
minisirative organ of state power of the Republic
—and its own Ministries. The Council of Ministers
of an Autonomous Republic is ‘appointed by its
Supreme Soviet, and its powers and composition
are st forth in the Constitution of the Republic.




CHAPTER V

THE COURTS
AND THE FROCURATOR’S OFFICE
¥

THE OLD LANDLORD-BOURGEOIS COURTS

‘{C Ty
e e s
tTs and injustice go together”; “when a rich
mar goes ; i
;n goes to courl he has nothing to worry about,
whe s i ; :
c; €N & poor man goes to court his very life is in
oubt”; “judges ] o
. ju.d.g{.:-, and carpenters are alike, how-
ever they will their axe doth strike”—these pro-
verhi: 2avi Ty Lt 5 i
o ;J}:'ll 5;'1‘)_11'1;:;:, aptly describe the class character
the old landlord-bourgeois -
. 1 landlord-bourgeois courls.
] Gl e oe Sl et LU ; . a
. very composition of the judiciary clearly
proves whose interests the old courts were p'*{;
Y i 3 : LL> - i -
i(_ctn;g, The “rural prefects,” who were appointed
)y the govern f "OVIne h
1} the governor of the province from among the
anded nobility, held court ov
el court over the peasants
an¢ punished them most cruelly. The wvolost
Jzudg{es were appointed with the approval of the
emstvo chief tudze S
tvo c tief. These judges came from rich peas-
ant families,
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Up to the Revolution of 1905 the courts could
order peasanis to be flogged. The flogging of con-
victs as a means of punishment was practised down
to the overthrow of the tsar in 1917.

To be eligible for the post of Justice of the
Poace one had to own no less than 200 desyatins
of land and in the cities real estate worth 3.000 to
15,000 rubles, depending upou the particular cily.
Morcover, judges had lo be approved by the Sen-
ate, the highest judicial body. On this bench sat
only members of the arisiocracy and higher gov-
ernment officials, Sworn assessors werc selected by
a special commission, which consisled, among
others. of the Marshal of the Nobility, the Procu-
rator (public prosecutor) and the Zemsivo chiefs.

Cases charging offences against the tsarist sys-
tem, that is, when rf:\ﬁolutir_mariu:_e were in the deck,
were tried by so-called Judicial Chambers in which
representatives of the upper social strata partici-
pated: the provincial Marshal of the Nobility, the
head of the manicipality (a capitalist) and the vo-
lost elder (a kulak).

With a court so constituted it was no wonder
that perfectly innocent people were often given se-
vere sentences.

In capitalist countries the composition of the
judiciary differs even today but litile from that of
the courts described above. The Supreme Court of
the United States, for instance, consists of persons
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appointed for life hy the President. Before their
appointment most of the Supreme Court justices
were legal advisers to the biggest corporations, in
other words, were and slill are loyal servants of
capital. In the United States the federal and state
Supreme Courts are authorized to interpret all laws
and may declare them invalid.

The local judges in capitalist couniries are com-
pletely under the influence of the various bourgeois
parties. Bribery and corruption are so widespread
among the judiciary that it is not at all a rare sight
to see one of them removed from the bench to the
prisoner’s dock, for trafficking too openly in justice.

Particularly vicious is the persecution to which
the bourgeoisie, with and without the agency of the
courts, subjects revolutionary workers and farm-
ers, Communists.

THE SOVIET COURTS AND THEIR FUNCTIONS

In our country the old, unjust system of admin-
istering justice was abolished by the Great October
Socialist Revolution together with all the rest of the
bourgeois machinery of state. Soviet power created
a new, a genuine people’s court.

The Soviet courts are organs of the Sovier So-
cialist State of workers and peasants. In this re-
gard, they radically differ from the courts in the
capitalist couniries, which act as organs of the dic-
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Comrade Stalin demands the s :
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"The Soviet courts are necessary likewise lrowsvt:le
i interests of Soviet
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disputes involving the rights and

citizens, government institutions and enterprises,

collective farms and other public OTgElanét'Ll?T.lf. +

On August 16, 1938 the Supl‘emle Soviet ‘a-
the U.S.S.R. adopted a new law on tne OTgamz ”
It defined the functions of

tion of the conrts. . o
established under the Stalin

the Soviet courts
Constitution.
} i is law tec-
First place was given by this law to the P-I:c;e&
tion of the social and state system of the U.S.5. £
—the protection of public, socialist properly, o
S 3
sociaiislt economy. disie .
The verdicts and sentences of the Soviet c-oluits
e . 1111 ~F Sariglism
mercilessly strike down the enemies qf‘ Socia t,
iy i el s 1 r
— the enemies of the people, traitors to the coun Y,

spies, saboteurs and wreckers,
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In exposing the criminal activity of the enemies
of the people, the Sovict courts teach the people
unflagging revolulionary vigilance against tl,_‘_l:e-i]TS
of foreign powers who are being infilirated into
our couniry.

Since the victory of Socialism in the Soviet
Union, the prolection of publie, socialist property
kas acquired parlienlar importance. The Soviet
couris zevercly punish embezzlers of state and co-
operative or collective-farm property. Stern punish-
ment is also meted out to speculators, bandits, row-
dies, violators of lakour and state discipline, and
other offenders whose actions are detrimental to
the interests of the ctate, the collective farms, and
cooperalive and other public organizations,

The decisions of the Sovict courts in civil cases
protect the political, labour, housing, property, and
other personal rights and inlerests guaranteed to
citizens by the U.S.5.R. Constitution and the Con-
stitutions of the Union and Autonomous Republies.

The Soviet courts defend the rights and interes
of state institutions and enterprises, of collective

farms, cooperatives and other public organizations.

It is a special feature of the Soviet courts that
they not only punish eriminals but set themselves
the task of correcting them, of re-educating them.
Soviet law inflicts no punishments that insult or
degrade the dignily of man, as was the case under

the tsar and still is the case in bourgeois counlries.
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their nationality or race, their social origin, religion
or their property and occupational status.

In our country justice is administered by vari-
ous judicial organs. But the laws governing the
organization of the courts and judicial procedure
as well as the criminal and civil statutes of the
Soviet Union are uniform throughout the counlry
and binding upon all courts.

The basic Soviet judicial organ is the People’s
Court. The People’s Courts try both eriminal and
civil cases. It is also the duty of the People’s Courts
1o protect the electoral rights of Soviet citizens.

Violations of labour discipline and disorderly-con-

duct cases are tried summarily by these courts. The

higher courts hear and determine cases of major
importance,

T'he Territorial, Regional and Area Courts and
the Courts of the Autonemous Regions and National
Areas have jurisdiction of criminal cases involving
the security of the state, embezzlement of socialist
property and other particularly grave offences; and
of civil cases involving disputes between state or

public organizations. Besides, these courts hear

appeals from sentences and judgments of the Peo-
ple’s Courts.

The Supreme Court of en Autonomous Republic
is its highest judicial body. It is charged with the
supervision of the judicial activities of all the courts
of the Republic. It iries the criminal and civil cases
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Supreme Courts of the Union Re
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equal and direct suffrage and secret ballot for a
term of threc years. Such & judge may be recalled
by his conslituents at any Lime for incompetence,
and another elected in his place. The judges of the
People’s Courts are accountable to their constituents
for their work and the work of the respective
courts.

The court consisls of a judge and two People’s
Assessors who have a1l the rights of judges when
the court is sitting. Any citizen in possession of
electoral rights may be a People’s Assessol. Peo-

rs are elected and may be removed in
the same manner as the judges of People’s Courls.
They each sit for only ten days a year and during
this period veceive lheir average earnings from
their places of work, They are then relieved by
other People’s Assessors. o this way our courts
are a sort of school for the training of the broad
masses of the working people in state adminis-
tralion.

The Territorial, Regional and Area Courts and
the Courts of the Autonomous Regions and National
Areas are elected by the corresponding Soviets of
Working People’s Deputies for a term of five years.

The Supreme Courts of the Autonomous Repub-
lics and of the Union Republics are clected by the
corresponding Supreme Soviets, likewise for a term
of five years. The Supreme Court of the USS.R.
and the special courts of the USS.R. are elected
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for a like term by the Supreme Soviet of
US.S.R.

The higher courts. just like the People’s Courts,
include two People’s Assessors each, elected by the
corresponding Soviels of Working People’s Depu-
ties or the Supreme Soviets,

Soviet judges are independent and sub ject only
to the law. No organ of state power, whether of
local or higher level, has the right to instruct a
court how any case should be decided. Our judges
are duty-bound to decide cases only according to
Soviet law, which expresses the will of the Soviet
people.

 ;
e

In all Soviet courts cases are tried in public,
The parties concerned (ihe prosecutor, the ac-
cused, the plaintiff and the defendant) are heard in
open court, the press being represented. The ac-
cused is also guaranteed the right to be defended
by counsel.

Thus our courts hear and determine cases under
the control of the Soviet public. Any citizen may
enter a courtroom and be present during the trial
of a case from beginning to end. Not infrequently
trials are held in ifactories, mills or on collective
farms to make possible the presence of a large

number of persons closely interested in the decision
of the case.

Such a system of court proceedings helps the
masses to arrive at a clearer understanding of prob-
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from the nobility. This fact alone makes it quile
clear whose interests the old procuratorship
defended.

In the capitalist countries Public Prosecutors
are appointed from among the wealthy classes, In
the United States, for instance, persons appoeinted
governmenl attorneys must furnish bond in the
amount of 10,000 dollars,

In the capitalist countries it is the business of
the Public Prosccutor to safeguard the interesis of
the bourgevis state and of the biggest capitalists.
There he is the servant of capital,

In our country the Procurator’s Offices are or-
gans of the Soviet Socialist Siate of workers and
peasants. They differ therefore in every essential
from the Public Prosecutor’s offices in the bour-
geois countries.

What is the function of the Soviet Procurator’s
Office?

There are cases when the acts or decisions of
local organs of power of administration are at vari-
ance with the law, or when laws are incorrectly
understood and applied. Then there are direct, de-
liberate violations of the law by official persons.
It also happens occasionally that persons who are
really enemies of the people worm their way into
Soviet institutions and enlerprises and make
use of their official positions for the purpose
of distorting the law and delaying its applica-
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The procurator has the right, and it is his duty,
to appeal against all unlawful decisions and actions
of state organs and officials. Every citizen is en-
titled to complain to the procuralor concerning any
violation of the Iaw.

The Procurator’s Office and the courts are con-
fronted with common tasks but their methods of
work are different.

The Procurator’s Office institutes criminal pro-
ceedings and invesligales criminal cases, ascertains
the circumslances under which crimes were com-
mitted, collects evidence againsi the perpetralors of
crimes and their accomplices, and sees to it that
other investigating bodies act within the law. The
courts iry the cases submitted to them by the Proc-
urator’s Office, and the procurator maintains the
prosecution before the court in the name of the
Soviet State. At the end of the trial the court hands
down its verdict and sentence. The procurator ex-

amines the decisions handed down by the courts as
to their correctness, attends to the execution of the
sentences and judgments of the courts and enters
appeals in cases where in his opinion the sentence
or judgment is erroneous, -

The Soviet Procurator’s Office stands guard over
socialist legality. Like our courts it strengthens So-
viet legality, Soviet socialist law and order.

The Procurator’s Office is headed by the Proc-
urator-General of the U.S.5.R., appointed by the
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nificance, denoting as they did not only ?;Eﬁl"}.-r-.
ship of the first socialist state in the world but :;".a-r)
jfra[crnal alliance of the peoples that had fo'"n:‘e-;‘i
it. Our poet V. V. Mayakovsky related how he‘ p:‘.a-
sented abroad his “hammered-fast sl{'ricle-clasb[;i

Soviet Passport.”

J SUSEL L 23 B .
words “Soviet citizen” acquired a still hisher

READ THIS
AND ENVY;
I'M A CITIZEN
OF THE SOVIET SOCIALIST UNION!

. The Stalin Constitution grants Soviet eitizens
Flghts and liberties that do not and cannot ex.i-a-‘-'
in any of the capitalist countries, ' %
: I‘-.-In_mo‘v‘er, our Constitution contains no restric-
tions. limiting the rights it proclaims. Furthermore
the Stalin Constitution states in the same arlicleﬁ
that set forth the rights of citizens how these richts
are ensured in practice. 5
You will find nothing like it in the constitutions
of the capitalist couniries, They contain m:u‘n-' i—e;-
ervations and restrictions of the richts of ci’tizm.'a
set forth in their texts, while m&illl?liuiﬂg a}]Slilll..l-Il;
silence as to the ways and means by which ev.en
these curtailed rights are to be given actual effect.
Yei.what counts most is. of course, the prartiC:ﬂ
application of these rights, e

J A0
£ 20

The rights enjoyed by Soviet citizens under the
Sialin Conslitution are very great indeed. At the
qame time our Constilution imposes upon cilizens
definite duties lo sociely and to the stafe. The du-
ties of Soviet citizens correspond to the rights which
they possess. Unlike the conslitulions of the capi-
talist countries, the Sovict Constitution contains no
duties without rights. The rights and duties of So-
viet citizens are inseparable.

What then, are the fundamental rights of Soviet
citizens? How are these rights ensured in actual
practice?

THE RIGHT TO WORK

Soviet youth does not know what unemployment
is, Here is what Marshal of the Soviet Union K. E.
Voroshilov once said on this topic at a meeting
of the ranks of the Moscow garrison:

“] had occasion to experience personally what
unemployment meant. It is comething terrible. It
affects you not only physically but morally. When
a worker loses his job he feels that nobody wants
him, though he is able-bodied and full of energy.
He begins making the rounds of factories, mills
and shops in search of employment and his job-
hunting may continue for years; and if in addition
he is a political suspect, he becomes altogether a
pariah, an oulcast of sociely, with nowhere to lay

his head....”
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Millions of workers and peasanis used to scour
Russia in search of work. In tsarist Russia there was
no such thing as a right to work just as this right
does not exist in any capilalist country.

In capitalist society there exists, on the other
hand, the right to the labour of others. All persons
of wealth enjoy this right by virtue of the fact that
the factories and mills, ithe mines, the land, the
forests and other means of production are their
private property. The workers and poor farmers
and peasants are compelled to work for these rich
proprietors to earn a crust of bread.

The right to work will continue to be an un-
realizable dream for all who teil as long as the
capitalist system exists in their country.

Does anyone really suppose the capitalists oper-
ate their enterprises for the purpose of supplying
the workers with work? Nothing of the kind. Every
capitalist carries on his business for the sole pur-
pose of making profit, of gelting rich. When he

sees that his business no longer yields him a
profit, he closes down and throws the workers on
the street.

In capitalist cociety there always is and will be
a so-called reserve industrial army, the army of the
unemployed. Its ranks are constantly swelling by
the addition of farmers and peasants, handicrafts-
men and artisans, reduced to ruin by the capitalists,
landlords and kulaks. Others who join iis ranks
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productive forces of Soviet society, the elimination
of the possibility of economic crises and the aboli-
fion of unemployment. .

In our country the instruments and means of
production have been taken away from the private
owners and have been socialized, that 18, turned
into state or cooperative and collective-farm prop-
erty. Thereby all citizens have been given access
1o the instruments and means of production, thus
making guaranteed employment an actual possi-
bility.

There are no exploiting classes in our counlry,
and this means that all that part of the value
created by labour which the capitalisis, landlords
and kulaks used to appropriate for themselves now
remains at the disposal of all the working people,
of the whole of our society. This alone has meant
an immense improvement in the material conditions
of the popular masses in our country.

And when we organized our whole economy on
socialist lines, according to a plan, the material
welfare and cultural level of the popular masses
began 1o rise steadily, and was accompanied by a
continuous expansion of our industrial and agri-

a constant rise

cultural production. All this creales a
in the demand for labour-power.
Thanks to the planned socialist organization of
our national economy, the possibility of economic
crises has been completely removed in our country.
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THE RIGHT TO REST AND LEISURE
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they were acquainted with was unemployment, when
they could “rest ander a bridge all they wanted.

This description fairly fits the conditions of
workers prevailing today in capitalist couniries.

Immediately it came inio power the Soviet Gov-
grnment established the eight-hour day, for which
ihe workers had fought for decades. In some rades
the hours of work were made shorter still.

On the tenth anniversary of the Great October
Socialist Revolution the Soviet government short-
ened the working day to <oven hours for the vast
majority of workers. Those working underground
or nights or engaged In par!_.ic.ularly unhealthy
work, as well as brain and juvenile workers (16-18
years old), were given & six-hour day.

From this it will be seen that as labour produc-
tivity increased the Soviet government shortened
the working day in its effort to provide ils citizens
with a maximum of rest, of leisure to engage in
the arts and sciences and of time for general re-

]

creation.
The Stalin Constitution records the right of

o rest and leisure and immediately

Soviet citizens |t
this right is actually

goes on fto explain how

ensured.
1t is ensured by the fact that in our country
r

the working people ol town and country them-
selyes decide, through their hicher organs of state

power, and with the

parlicipation of their public
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organizations, how long their working day shall be
and what rest and leisure they are lo receive.
The Soviet citizen’s right to rest and leisure is
ensured by the fact that our country has the shortest
working day in the world; by the fact that workers
and other employces in addition to their weekly
free day, are given annual vacations with full pay;
by the fact that the working people are accorded
the opportunity to rest in comfortable sanatoria
and rest homes provided with cultural facililies.
All over the country the siate and the irade
unions have built numerous rest homes, sanatoria
and clubs provided with cinemas, libraries and
reading rooms, and have laid out stadiums, parks
and athletic grounds. Big cilies erect palaces of
culture. Collective farms maintain their own rest
homes, clubs and parks., Theatres, cinemas
museums may be found in all cities and towns and
in many of the villages. All these establishments
are open to the public either gratis or on payment

of a small charge.

and

Tens of millions of Soviet citizens have been at
these rest homes and Siil']"dt(')l'iz:!. In 1940, for in-
stance, about 2,400,000 workers and other employ-
ees spent two-week vacations at rest homes. Over
1,600.000 workers were accommodated at week-end
rest homes.

Then war broke out in Western Europe. In 1940
more than half the population of the globe was
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nflone-iary compensation for unused warlime vaca.
fions.

But the invasion of the Soviet Union Ly the
f}erman fascists had wrought immense destructi
In the various branches of the national economy
Moreover, the war had delayed its normal develon
ment, Industry had been compelled to reduce con-
siderably, or even entirely stop, the production of
various machines, equipment, materials and othe
ivilian goods required by the coun ry. A consid
able portion of the couniry’s manpower, traciors,
automobiles and horses had been diverted fr
the nalional economy to the army.

We must now work hard rapidly to restore the
economic life of former enemy-invaded districts,
to increase the output of industry and agriculture
as much as possible, to raise the material welfare
of the people far ahove the prewar level, to

strengthen still further the military and economic
might of our country.

This is the reason why the Supreme Soviet of
r__hc U.S.8.R., at its session in February 1947, deemed
It neccssary to retain for the time being the eight-
hour day for workers and other employees and to
amend Article 119 of the Constitution accordingly.
At the same time the Supreme Soviet of the US.S.R.
decided to further amend Article 119 of the Con-
stitution by adding the provision that for arduous
trades the workday is reduced 1o seven or six hours,
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. Dt ey B
and to four hours in shops where conditions ol work

are particularly arduous {of course, wi?hfu:t rf_:ﬁuc-
tion in pay). This clearly is a great relief for those
enpaged in such work. !

" The chanoes introduced in Article 119 of the
Constitution leave intact the fundamental principle
of the Constitution of the US.SR. that citizens
have the right to rest and leisure. This n;:m, is
fully proserved by the cor\éil§01}51 specified in
this article of the Constitution and by our enlire
sysiem. \ 2

The Soviet government and the trade unions
are now releasing huge funds for the restoration of
sanatoria and rest homes and the building of new
ones. Wide range is given to the work of organ-

izine cultural recreation of every description for
the working people while on vacation. :

It goes without saying that no capitaust coun-
try is or could be so solicitous about providing rest
and leisure for the working people.

THE RIGHT TO MATERIAL SECURITY

M. L Kalinin related the following incident con-
cerning himself when he was working for a capital-
ist at a certain factory.

“] was a skilled worker and earned more than
the average wage. Once I fell sick at work. I was
ill for two months. Add to this the doctor’s fces
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and the cost of the medicine and you will re
what position I, a ckilled worker, was in.
two months of sickness I was ‘clean broke,’
used to say.”
AT ; ; : :
Such or a still sorrier fate awaited every
- 1 1 . . z
in the old days in case he fell sick for any
of time. X
T1
When a worker lost his working capacity
was of course discharged at once and no amount of
pleading would do him any good-—nobody cared
ding : : y cared
a 1ap what hecame of an invalid.
h
And when old age came on, a worker whose
.y |
TR e T e
toil had been enriching the capitalist for, say,
1. o | P 1 I
or 40 years, was shown the gate, thrown out on
the street like a squeezed-out lemon.
b Nor did tl}e peasant masses have it any better.
he Yva::t majority of them lived from hand to
mouth.
The peasant of old-time Russia lived in c
stant fear of the future. Crop failure or cat

Hecass, sikneks, ol '
disease, sickness, disablement or conscription into
the army spelt ruin for his farm.

The same is true more or less to this

.Y T e e e | - 1
Fbg-}ld to workers and poor farmers in the capital
ist couniries. ]

In 53 countries there is no state insurance for
permanent disability. In 49 countries there is no
ctate health insurance. In 41 countries there is w.)
state old-age insurance.
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And people age early in capitalist countries.
At factory gaies in the United States announcements
are to be seen thal: “Porsons over 40 need not
apply.” When 2 worker has reached that age limmit,
it is very difficult for him to find employment.
At rare intervals he may find odd jobs, but he is
a doomed man.

In some capitalist countries working-class pres-
gure has forced the enactment of laws providing
for some sort of state insurance of employees. But
under these insurance sysiems the employees them-
gelves must pay premiums from their meagre wages
and the benefils paid out are jnsignificant.

For instance, in 80 rich a couniry as the United
States the law provides {hat insured workers on
reaching the age of 65 are entitled 1o 8 pension.
However, for the vast majority this pension is only
15-20 per cent but not more than 30 per cent of
their wages, About 10 million plant and office
workers do not get even this miserable pension.
Under this insurance system workers must con-
tribute 2.5 per cent of their wages. In 1937-45
the plant and office workers of the United States
paid over 3,000,(‘;00,000 dollars in insurance pre-
miums but received only 550,000,000 dollars in
pensions.

rganized wo rkers receive some slight assistance
from their Unions. Siill, the vast majority of the
workers get no benefits whatever. When in need
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they are compelled to apply to public or private
charity. A
. 111» out conntry, under Soviet rule, the situation
is entirely different. |
The Stalin Cor
viet t:_.i[izr,-z:':s to material security in old age, and
also in case of sickness or disability. 7% |
How is this right ensured? i
By the fact that the Soviet State pays out of
its own funds various pensions and benefits to
workers and other employees; by the fact that the
state supnlies free medical aid at home, and in if:;
clinics, dispensaries and hospitals; by the fact tha.t
a vast network of sanatoria is at the disuosr;l of the
pc{la_ple, a considerable part of the cxp‘euses being
defrayed out of the state and trade union i'1=urancn
funds. o
Old-age pensions are paid to workers and other
employees (both men and women) for life, whether
they are able to work or not, the ammmt; varying
'from_ 50 to 60 per cent of the pensioner’s averéﬂz
earnings. The pension does not deprive the pensio?l-
er o? his right to work. If the breadwinner dies
pensions are paid to the members of his famil.\;
unabic to work or underage. d
Workers and other employees who have been
pei'fﬁnamnﬂy disabled as the result of an industr‘i:-ﬂ
accident, a professional disease, or in the di:ﬁc}l-rarc;el
of their military duty receive pensions B_I'nr;un\i.i;.’gﬂ
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from 50 to 100 per cent of their average earnings,
while those who have lost their capacity to work
from other causes receive pensions in the amount
of one. 1o two-thirds of their average earnings.

In case of temporary disability, benefits amount-
ing from 50 to 100 per cent of average earnings
are paid.

Collective farmers, in their old age and in case
of sickness or disability, receive material support
from their collective farms as provided by their
Rules.

[t us cite some figures indicating the care the
Soviet State takes of the sick and the infirm, In
tsarist Ruesia there were 142,000 hospital beds.
In the Soviet Union there were 710,000 in 1940
and there are scheduled to be 050,000 in 1950.
In 1040 the budget provided for the expenditure
of 8,779,000.000 rubles on state insurance and so-
cial maintenance. The 1947 budget appropriated
20,900,000,000 rubles for these purposes.

These figures graphically illustrate the great

and vital importance of the right of Soviet citizens

to material security.
THE RIGHT TO EDUCATION

A peasant woman named Ananyeva was arrested
once by the tsarist police for taking part in the
revolutionary movement. She wrote in her dep-
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ositions that it was the dream of her life to see her
son go to high school. Tsar Alexander 1II on read.
ing these depositions noted in the margin: “This
is really horrifying—a muzhik frying to get into
high school!”

In old Russia education was the special priv-
lege, the exclusive right, of the wealthy classss,
Ryabushinsky, one of old Russia’s wealthiest man-
ufacturers, openly expressed the contemptuous at-
titude of the hourgeoisie to workers’ educaiion in
the following words:

“The workers are nothing but cattle, Teach
them? Well, perhaps the three R’s, so that they’ll
be of more use in the factory; but if they want
anything else, they ought to be shot or hanged
without mercy!”

The tsar’s minisiers prohibited the admission
of the children of workers and peasants to second-
ary schools.

And, besides, where was a worker or toiling
peasant to get the hundreds of rubles a year for
tuition and maintenance in a secondary school, let
alone an institution of higher learning?

In tsarist Russia more than three-fourths of the

lation were unable to read and write, Only
isolated individuals were literate among the vast
number of non-Russians. More than 40 national-

ities had no aiphabet.

In the capitalist couniries a secondary or uni-
versity education is beyond the dreams of the mass
of the working people. In England, fm‘" inf_«'aanc::,
according to a statement by D. N. Pritt, M.OP.,
only very few are fortunate enough to be able te
stu;iv antil they are 18 or 22 years old, and these
fo,i"n_imaie ones are of course the children of the
rich. To millions of children in these countries
even the primary schools are closed. Take the
United States. According to the Attorney General,
there are millions of children who do not atiend
any school and more than 2,000,000 who go to
schools that are absolutely u'n:-aatis{a’.cicr:_y‘. Of the
adult population of that couniry 3:01(}0?‘000 g G
received any schooling whatever, while 10,000,000
received so little schooling that they are virtually
illiterate. :

A wholly different state of affairs prevails in
the Soviet Socialist State of workers 'md peasants.

From its very inception the Soviet State made
t its business to abolish that disgraceful inheritance

from tsarism, illiteracy. ;

The Stalin Constitution granted all citizens the
right to education. How is this right unsured?l
" The right to education is ensured to all citizens

by an extensive system of primary, seven-year, sec-
ondary and special secondary schools and of high-
er cdﬁcailonal institutions, in &ll of which instruc-
tion is conducted in the native language. It is
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further ensured by the organization in ind

T
ments of free vocs
technical and agronomic training, by night sc

and agricultural establish
1

for young workers and peasants, one-year agricul
tural schools, and various study and
respondence schools.

The right to educaiion is ensured furthermere
by the fact that universal and compulsory seve
year school is frec of charge, and by the payms
of state stipends to students of higher educational
establishiments who excel in their studies. In the
factory-apprentice schools, in
and
trade schools, the students receive

trade, railway and
the military, Suvorov and Nakhimov schools®
in the special
at government expense not only tuition, but also
full maintenance and dormitory accommodation if
they are from out-of-town.

In 1940 the government found it necessary to
make a small charge for tuition in the three senior
classes of secondary schoels and in the institutions
of higher learning. But the bulk of the expenditure
on tuition in these classes and in the higher schools
is still borne by the state. -

* Suvorov and Naekhimov Schools. Called after the
great soldier, Suvorov, and Admiral Nakhimov, these
schools were established during the Great Patriotic War.
Pupils receive a secondary school education, and a knowl-
edee of military subjects.
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were attended by 670,000 students, a fi f

Faurope.

The words of the Stalin Constitulion proclaim.

ing the right of eil

ode to education, science and cullure.

THE EQUALITY OF MEN AND WOMEN

In prerevelutionar a oppression weighed
heavily upon the people, and particularly upon the
women, who had to bear the additional yoke of
enslavement to their husbands. Under
a woman was obli i
things. If she lef
- hack wit
had no right

rer husband in al

sion, It was quite a common thing for inds to
beat and torture their wives. Among the eastern
peoples a husband could even kill his wife and get
I scot free. Women had no right to vote. They
part they could take

life or public service, in the education
could receive, and even in the ri

were greatly restricted in the

in publie
l

they

ghts they had
over their own property.

Worse still was the lot of the working women.
They earned enly half as much as men. In the
countryside a woman had no earnings of her own.

While unmarried she worked for her father; and
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Jeaders, forewomer, locomotive engineers, shop
su}wrin‘l'eudent:a and factory directors.

Formerly this had never heen the case. Over
950,000 women are on the payrolls of our indus-
trial  establishments, working as engineers and
technicians.

The colleciive-farm system has completely
emancipated peasant women. fn former times the
work of a peasant woman was never appreciated in
apite of all her drudgery on the farm; and all she
earned was considered the property, first of
her father and then of her husband. Today every
woman working on a4 collective farm has her
own workhook in which every item of work she

.5 carefully entered. This has made the
collective-farm woman independent. Neither her
hushand nor her father can order her about as
they used to.

Hundreds of thousands of women are in charge

.+m brigades and stock-breeding de-
pal 5,000 women function as collective-
farm chairmen 0T vice-chairmen.

Women account for more than 43 per cent of
the student body in our higher educational institu-
tions, whereas in the capitalist co atries of Westernl
FEurope they constitute less than 20 per cent.
About 35,000 women work in research jnstitutes;
more than 200 women have been awarded Stalin

Prizes.
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one month after childbirth, being credited during
this period with half of their average number of
workday units.

In the Soviet Union there is a vast network of
institutions taking care of mother and child, a sys-
tem unparalleled in any other couniry. In 1939 we
had more than 5,300 special women’s and chil-
dren’s medical consultation stations (of which there
were only 9 in isarist Russia). The same year we
had over 140,000 maternily-home beds, 25,000 of
which were in collective-farm maternity homes. (In
tsarist Russia there were only a few thousand of
such beds.) In 1940, 850,000 children were accom-
modated in our nurseries (as against a Very few
thousand in tsarist Russia); in 1950 the number
accommodated is planned to reach the 1,250,000
mark.

In our couniry mothers of large families re-
ceive substantial benefits from the state to help them
raise their children.

On July 8, 1944, that is, during the Patriotic
War, the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the
USSR, issued a decree providing for more exten-
sive state assistance 1o expectant mothers, mothers
of large families and unmarried mothers. Leaves
before and after childbirth were lengthened from
63 to 77 days. The network of institutions serving
mother and child was enlarged. Not only were state
benefits to unmarried mothers provided for, but
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: In February 1946 the owner of a store in th
city of Columbia insulted the mother of a “\lnm
named James Stevenson. When the latter Took{fU
mother’s part, a mob of Whites tried to 1\-'11.011 h"llia
but he‘madc zood his escape. Then the a;“ma:c‘] mll
made 1Ls way into the Negro quarters of 1:nc4 u:\j
?\;Ld with the alJ of. ':r.he police machine-gunned the
e arresied, anc these two were killed by the
PO]]CEE_ The upshot was that an all-Whilte srand
jury indicted the Negroes on a charge of “atL%r;“')i-
ing to commit murder.” i i
: ln. capitalist countries inhabited by different na-
Fi.onahties there is no equality of nations. And e\-r'-t.w
!t the letter of the law prm-‘ides for such equali‘:\;
it does not exist in actual life. One nation is dmm

nant while the others are dependent on or subject
to it or are even persecuted by it. The colonial Jami
semlu:oioniul peoples of Asia, Africa and Indoucsié
suffer particularly from cruel national oppression
on th:: part of foreign invaders. il
The German fascists savagely pursued their pol-

icy of nuLl{;?a] and racial oppression in the coun-
tries they seized and in Germany itself
Tow repusn infini ;
[ spugnant, how infinitely r is is
A How repugnant how infinitely remote all this is
rom the realities of Soviet life!
P il 5 e =
: (]l rom the very first the Soviet government pur-
,1,\:15,, an altogether different national policy. On
5 : . o
vember 16, 1917, the Declaration of Rights of
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the Peoples of Russia, bearing the signatures of
Lenin and Stalin, was published.

In it the Soviet government declared that it was
fnauzuraiing a policy of the voluntary and honour-
able alliance of peoples; that thenceforth there
would be no dominant nation and no subject na-
tions, but that all nations would be free and equal.
Fach people was granied the right to decide for
itself under what structure of state it wented 10
live, including the right to secede and form an in-
dependent state.

This Leninisl-Stalinist aational policy has been
consistently carried into Jife by the Sovict govera
ment and the Bolshevik Party. Thanks to this policy
national equality has been completely and consist-
ently realized in our country. Due to this policy
mutual confidence between the various peoples of
the Soviet Union has growh up in place of the
former mutual distrust, a confidence which has de-
veloped into indestructible friendship.

Equality of rights of Soviet citizens, irrespective
of their nationality or Tace, in all spheres of gov-
ernmental, economic, cultural, political and other
public activity, has heen inscribed in the Stalin
Constitution.

No matter what nation or race & Soviet eitizen
may belong 1o, he enjoys the same political rights
as all other citizens. He may be clected or appoint-
ed to any state office or post. He may work at
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any job he can cope with and receives equal pay
for _equal work, He may enter any cducath;n;l
institution and engage in any scientific or cul-
Fural work on an equal footing with all other cit-
1Zens.
The Stalin Constilution most stricily prohibits
" y prohibils
any direct or indirect restriction of the rights of
f:;tlzens on account of their race or natimablity, It
just as strictly forbids the eslablishment of any
prlx:-'ileges whatever for cilizens of any particular
nation or race.
; If anyone in our couniry should conceive the
u’lea of propagating such profoundly anti-Soviel
views as that citizens of some particuiar nation or
race possess exceptional qualities and should there-
fore enjoy special rights and privileges, or if any-
one should manifest hatred or contempt for the
members of any particular nation or race, he would
soon enough find himself in the prisoner’s dock.
f?ny violation of the provision in the Constitu-
tion guaranteeing the equality of all citizens 1is
punishable in our country as a grave olitical
offence. 3 . 3
National equality, which has been completely
realized in the U.S.S.R., is the watchword of the
p.coples who are fighting for their national libera-
lion.

FREEDOM OF CONSCIENCE

Old Russia was a country of many different re-
ligions, from the Greck Ortkodox faith to various

heathen cults.

“Pre-eminent and dominant” among these was
the Greek Orthodox faith. The Orthodox church
enjoyed the special protection and support of the

state. Its ministers were paid stipends by the state,

which were in addition to the collections taken up
among the members of their congregations. Attend-
ance at bible classes was compulsory in all public
and privaie schools. The school authorities saw
to it that the school children attended divine serv-
ice and performed religious rites. Adults in em-
ploy who were remiss in their religious worship
faced the threat of discharge.

Birth, marriage and death certificates were
issued by the church authorities. A marriage
concluded without a religious ceremony was com-
sidered illegal, The offspring of such a mar-
riage was deemed illegitimate and did not enjoy
the protection afforded to children born in wed-
lock.

People who professed a non-Orthodox religion
were limited in their rights and frequently suffered
cruel perseculion. Anti-religious propaganda was
forbidden and punished as a crime, For instance,

K. A. Timiryazev was discharged “because of his
4 =
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3 L)
godlessness” from the P
bolle he Petrovsky Agricult
& ny, which today bears his nat il
[l v be: s name.
early, free i
questio S edom of conscience was out of tl
slion in such eonditions i
By decree of F '
ecre ; :
e ¥ e oi. February 3, 1918, the Soviet g
b l‘elrlt proclaimed freedom of , o
s is " o5 2 conscience
d all religious restrictions. T S
Lk ; s. The decree
£ g
A cilizen may practise any religi
R e se any religion he chooses
This 3
1is is what
reecdom of ;
e e t}f m of conscience means. To
S b ctice the Soviet government in t :
s aecree e : i
i qC_Fc szspma.h,d the chureh from the state
wnd the scho ;
irdienil {;} }flrom the church. This means that
o e Ildn It e clergy are deprived of ‘:t'll:u; sup
and the ¢ 7 iz forbi i tioion
1 SChGOl(‘ ell}g:y hls forbidden to teach rel?*ri;r
: s. DBirth, marri it
T ) rriage and de i
ks e arriage and death certifi
ow issued by the civi i
-\1 : IV 1 * T o 1
il y the civil authorities, the
The s:
s same decree
i I(_, fic-,rr_.c., however, ensured the free ex
s religious rites and ceremonies. Pl S f
b e Ly | cere 2s. Places of
p and objects of religious ceremony
; were

assioned to t i
leir use free of charge gregations
r]jhi‘i la\\" . s c.
: is in full for

T atiinde: of rce and effect to this %
lir’vnr‘-‘.“-lm?t. 01: the Soviet State to religion ;odi}l°
-f(m; }\j).n:}c. L[:leu- organizations is a“ﬁnvﬁ as,h“ te_
& hy this law. incorporated i § i ‘reto-
stilution. 2 porated in the Stalin Con-
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The Stalin Constitution guarantees Soviet citi-
zens genuine f reedom of conscience. Tt assures their
right to the free performance of religious rites and
ceremonies. At the same time the Constitution also
guarantees the richt to engage freely in anti-reli-
cious pzropaganda.

Soviet government ;s conducted on scientific
principles. The Soviet authorities do all in their
power to promote ihe enlightenment of the popular

way to acquire 2

They help them in every
aint them with the

of nature

masses.
knowledge of the seiences, acqu
scientific explanations of the phenomena
and of human society, introduce them fto & knowl-

edge of the origin of the world and of man, and of

the origin and significance of religion throughout

the history of man. The youth are taught in the So-
schools the eternal nature of matter, the evolu-
ls, the changes effected in
by means of the class
Soviet State and the
ist Party are raising a generation of brave
and women, free from all prejudice,
, strength and in the

viet
tion of plants and anima
social and political systems
struggle and revolution. The
Commun
young men
who believe only in their owr
collective poiency of the working people—are
raising a generalion of conscious builders and
fighters for & happy life on Soviet soil, for Com-
munism.

The Soviet State protects all its citizens alike ir-
respective of their religious persuasions and their
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atfitude tow .11 i
titude toward religion. It not only takes no actio

i
ae 1 o hose w I 1
gainst those who believe that a supernatural power

Ve r
?) He the.d{.:times of people, but protects them
rom all religious persecution
e e :
) he ‘(.erlmun fascists in the foreign countries and
Soviet districts occupied by i Jar
B ik cupied by them harassed believers
cked their religious seniiments, looted, defiled
and destroyed chur 1 Dfe of
s stroyed churches and murdered ministers of
relision, L ishos
ligion. {he Soviet Government exposed these
rimes al the i I ” of
o al 111_6 time and declared that those guilty of
them woulc ishe i .
o wou d be punished with all the severily of
18 Sovi i2 i e
o .I}et] lav 5. It included a representative of
t* rthodox Church in the Extraordinary State
~ommissi I il ; -
o mLa"Ao}n for the establishment and investi-
alion of the alrocities 1 ;
ities committed by Nazi i
i y the Nazi in-
Sneci: Ve
: Tur,e.(,‘:lal government organs have been set up to
eal with affairs concerni 1o} .
e s concerning religious worship, It
> main object of these organs to supervise the
+ anr n 1 % 1 ‘ :
correct FTT prompt execution of the laws and de
C1S101s Soviet Stat ini e :
= f-' of the Soviet State pertaining to the activity
F religious congregations without, however, inter
ol - AT AR 1 Iy . ; :
41{{1{4 in any way in their internal affairs
g l}e .puh;:y of the Soviet Government in the ques-
pel ! ’ > ques
ion o 1‘-_\.._,c.um of conscience has won the apprecia-
t_:on and support of believers and clergymen of all
denominations in our country and also abroad

POLITICAL LIBERTIES

Under the tsar there were special officials who
caw to it that no “free thoughl” got into the press.
Not one book, not one issue of a newspaper could
‘thout their sanction. Everywhere the

be published wi
tearist censors discovered “free thinking” and an

endeavour to overthrow the absolule monarchy.
Thus, for instance, one of these officials deleted in
a cookery book a phrase containing the words “frce
spirit” (in archaic Russian), though a heated oven
with a “free air” supply was meant, inasmuch as
revolution. Another

in his opinion it suggestc
such numskull struck out in a hymnal a passage
stating that the Holy Virgin was “invisibly subdu-
ing cruel, beast-like tyrants” as a possible allusion
to the tsar.

These examples, which sound like jokes to us,
show the position of the press under tsarist rule.
Revolutionists were compelled to set up their own
printing presses underground, and publish and dis-
tribute their literature in secret, as was done at the
time by Comrade Stalin in the Caucasus. The cen-
tral and leading newspaper of the Bolsheviks was
published abroad and smuggled into and secretly
distributed in Russia. ]

The police and special agents of the “Okhrand”
(tsarist secret police) carefully watched all sub-
jects of the tsar and arrested anyone who uttered
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an 1nca1.1ti0us word. Meetings were prohibited. Stre
processions and demonstralions were IH{"_T;{];:]H_
broken up by ferce of arms, as for inst;ar‘ve-cj“yx
da'sm.unstrations organized by Comrade Stallin T
Tiflis and Batum. Participation in secret ﬂoc:“t'l‘n-
made one liable to arvest, imprismlment' 1‘;il :L nd
even eapital punishment. Tens of Lllousa;d; 0; }E'm‘d
sheviks and other revolutionists landed hin )if
_Sel‘ved sentences of hard labour or lost their 1J"-'"=
in the battle for freedom il

i !

The Great October Socialist Revolution destroyed
the power of the landlords and capitali;ts ;t
up a new, Soviet stale system, which oua:r";ats'cil
the ‘.\-‘()!’kl_l‘}g people all political rights antl ]iI::u"" :
: The.bralin Constitution ;z-uan*aﬁlees the fju'i]ue?(
ing political rights to all citizens: freed 0“;
speech, freedom of the press, fl‘(3011f:r;1 of aas(::IrIrll'blf,-'.

including holding c i
e the holding of mass meetings, street pro-
cessions and demonstrations ' .

Tl Bakin Christeae
; Uiz ..f:stdun Constitution ensures the citizens of
he U.S.S.R ] jafl e b
e b'.h' the right of association, that is, the
right to form public organizati :
- ublic organizations such as trade
: iions, cooperative societies, youth, sports and de
ence organizations - " 5
ence organizations, cultural, technical sci
G s L , technical and scien-
: f}nc,e_hcz-, and the Communist Party
he Stalin Constituli =
stitulion g es citl 1
violability of the p guarantees citizens in-
; lity of the person and home, as well as pri
1 y fl)jf correspondence, No one in the Soviet Union
may aQPre ¥ TSaTE ia3 .
y be arrested except by decision of a court or
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with the sanction of a procurator. Reprcaentatives

of government authorilies may enter the home of

a citizen without his permission only in cases spec-
ified by law. Similarly, the personal correspond-
ence of a citizen may be cxamined only with the
permission of a procurator when such examination
is necessary to discover the author of a crime.

What actually ensures these political rights and
liberties in our country ?

They are ensured by our enlire social and stale
system.

In our country state power ia in the hands of the
working people. The Soviet State, being truly a
state where power is in the hands of the people, is
not interested in the least in curbing political rights
and liberties. On the contrary, the Soviet State is
directly interested in having the political and social
initiative of the popular masses develop as widely
as possible until it embraces the entire citizenry.
Precisely these are the aims and objects of the polit-
ical rights and liberties proclaimed in the interests
of the working people by the Stalin Constitu-
tiom.

In our country, the working people have at their
disposal all the material means requisite for the
realization of their political rights and liberties.
The working people and their organizations can
make unhindered use of the printing presses, stocks
of paper for the prinling of newspapers and books,
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?f the premises required for holding public meet-
ings, of broadeasting stations, cziilmﬁnicaiit;:'
ete. 7
; Th:st. explains why in the Soviet Union civil
liberty is not a mere phrase. It is an actual fac:
partjand parcel of our life. Almost all \:'t)]‘P'Pr; bx
hand and brain and almost all peasants i‘nJ our';
country belong to public organizalions, Tens of
millions of people are members of our Va;iou-:
voluntary societies. Our social and stale system ert
sures all of these societics every pc-mi'hfllt;ft .olf
development and prosperity, ) S
Cl.d;:;Zei:‘ﬁ:flr.,?)?ivjfillgicalp !.ifcl of th; labouring
s e capitalist countries lacks the fre
range and vigour characteristic o.E‘Béu; [i:;iifl’:r
lh%‘re can be no similarity. It is the bnurgfﬂoiqi:
wh.r.f:h holds sway there. The only right whie:h‘;m;n:
geois constitutions guarantee w thout rvservati;m is
E’he 1:1ght of private ownership of the means of )ro:
dm:h?n. All other rights the bourgeoisie rn:fufnf'm-u
only in so far as they subserve this .Lmdcﬂyinrrr;-if_z'gl‘rh
Equality of rights means exclusively the r}{;11'1%1:‘:11.
C{l{.!fl“i.}’ before the law established by i-he bour-
geoisie., Legal equality does not, however, in ;lle
least do away with actual economic inqula:iitv the
(-;]ass inequality that exists in capitalist sociotv\: 011.
tn-f-:.-e.()ntrau‘y, it is this very inegualily that lh( r‘.x
ploiting capitalist system depends upon. As a mat-
ter of fact, political rights and liberfies are enjoyed
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in the main by the wealthy classes, who form the

insignificant minority.

Judge for yourselves. How can one talk of free-
dom of speech, of the press or of assembly for
workers, poor farmers and peasanis when the print-
ing presses, stocks of paper, the radio stations and
meeting halls are the private property of the capi-
talists? No owner of a newspaper will allow the
publication of any article or news item that docs
not meet with his approval. No radio company will
qllow any announcer to broadcast anything its own-
er does not want him to. All the most desirable
premises for public meetings belong to capitalists,
and the rent they demand for them is exorbitant,
not to mention the fact that the owners of these
premises may refuse to rent them altogether.

Or let us take the right to organize. In capitalist
society the working people are ¢0 heavily exploited
that for this reason alone it is exceedingly diffi-
cult for them to exercise their right to organize.
This explains why in capitalist countries only a
small minority of the working people belong te
unions. Moreover, their unions are under constant
attack by the bourgeois authorities who harass them
in every way.

The political and other rights of the working
peaple are restricted and trampled underfoot not
only in countries like Spain, Portugal, Greece, Tur-

key, Brazil and Chile but also in countries like the
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Unitcﬂ States which vaunt their democratic liber
ties, .icru: the Taft-Hartley Act, pass:!a in 1‘3-';;
restricts the rights of trade unions in collective bai
gaining helween management and labour..forbic’[::.
the unions to demand closed shops, limits ﬂle right
of plant and office workers Lo strike and prescriEr_‘s
ﬂ.mt trade unions which desire to be lc<ra11yn1'ecr“f;--
m?:ed must remove Communisls from tieir ](-ad;:-
ships, etc. The enlire working class vioienll‘v .0 ).
posed the bill, yet it was passed by both hm;sesI
: In the llighl of such facts it becomes pcr[cutiv
ciear how right Comrade Stalin was when he said:
“Real liberty can exist only where Bxploit;ﬁnr;
has been abolished, where there is no oppression
of some hy others, where there is no lmemp]m-';nenlt
and poverty, where a man is not haunted be the
fear 0? being tomorrow deprived of work, of home
and of bread, Only in such a society is real, and not
paper, personal and every other liberty pjossible.”

CHAPTER VI

THE FUNDAMENTAL DUTIES
OF SOVIET CETIZENS

7
ON RICHTS AND DUTIES

INgUIRE among the members of the older genera-

ved and worked in

tion, among comrades who liv
Russia, what their attitude was
hich the state imposed upen
Jaws issued by the tsarist government.
They will no doubt reply:

“We tried to shirk these duties and evade the

pre-revolutionary
towards the duties w
them or the

tsarist laws.”

This is quite comprehensible, for the landlords
and capitalists were the lords and masters of old
Russia. They established their own gystem of so-
ciety, so odious 1o the working people.

Rights and duties they apportioned as follows:
rights for the bourgeoisie, duties for the toilers.
Take, for instance, work. Whose duly was it to
work? Exclusively the duty of the classes possessed
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er and peasant i . And whose w
joy the fr of labour, all th

the dut imp n by the hour
stale, and io ey i
ment alien to
easants strove to overthrow the rule of the
ie and set up the rule of the work
iet rule the w
nasters of thei

ere h eg, just
as there are no duties ights. Take the
question of work. W d
to work? Everybody, The Stalin Conslitution de-
clares that work “i ; r of honour
for every able-bodi : same time
the Constitution grar : A
to Teceiv e produy of labour in
with ! quantity and quality of work don
each. On the other hand, those who d

cive the products of work:
, nelther
> masters of their country, the
working people have themselves established the
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1 duties of Soviet citizens. E
fully accords with the vital inte
. In the U.S.8.R. there is no
5 of the work
ate, of sociely e interests

titution
sate ¢

I
|
l

under which exploi

A. Chutkikh, assistant foreman at the Kras i

. Chutkikh, assist: marn he Krasnok gome by others, is impo.

Worsted Mill, : f\ili)SCCIW. Initiated the high-quality ] SRR '-p f the
output movement. Awarded a Stalin Prize ; P Do D e

the persc
That is why the first commandment addressed

e

to the Soviet cilizen is—fail e by the
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Constitution of the Soviet Union as well as the
Constitution of your Union Republic.

The Stalin Constitution is our law of laws. All
other laws are shaped in conformance to it. There
is a fundamental difference between Soviet laws
and the laws of capilalist countries.

There the political power under which the laws
are issucd is in the hands of the bourgeoisie. There
the laws are an expression of the will of the rul-
ing exploiting classes. The bourgeoisie attempls to
justify its laws by claiming that they are passed in
the inlerests of the whole of society, But this is
a lie and a deception. What common inleresls can
there be between capitalists and workers, belween
big landowners and small farmers, between ex-
ploiters and exploited, between the sated and the
starved? In capitalist society there is a profound
and irreconcilable conflict between the interests of
the working people, on the one hand, and those of
the ruling classes, on the other. What is advanta-
geous to the bourgeoisie is disadvantageous to the
working people and vice versa.

Such a confliet of interests does not and cannot
exist in Soviet socialist society.

Our laws reflect the will of the people. They re-
cord what the representatives of the people have
deemed right and necessary to carry into life in
the interest of all society, that is, of all toilers, the
only ones who make up our society.
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The Soviet Socialist State represents, expresses
and defends the interests of the whole peo.ple. The
interests of the Soviet State, of Soviet sociely, and
the interests of the people coincide. They are iden-
tical, inseparable.

This is the reason why Soviet laws must be fﬂ}'
sorved without fail, in the inlerest c'zf strengthening
the Soviet State, the Soviet socialist system, an(i
consequently, also in the interest of the persona
welfare of Soviet citizens, ; '

He who fails to observe, who violates Soviet
laws acts contrary to the will of the }300;)1:3, ha.rms
the interests of the Soviet State, of Soviet soclety.
Violations of Soviet law are punished by the courts
in accordance with the gravity of the offence and
the culprit’s degree of guilt, : ;

Anyone who is guilty of even a sh‘ght' evasion
of any law, decision or order of th(; Soviet b:!al.lc
wittingly or unwittingly affords assistance 1o the
enemies of the Soviet motherland. o

Strict, unreserved observance of the Ifzw-ls the
second commandment addressed to the Soviet it~
izen.

TO MAINTAIN LABOUR DISCIPLINE

In days gone by there were cases when a new
labour recruit at a factory would work fer all be
was worth; but his fellow workers would soon cool
his ardour with the question:
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(13 1 v IR I ot PAH, e
What’s the rush? Want to make the hoss rich
quick ?”
S i : ; b

: Indeed, being industrious in a capitalist enter-
prise only enhanced the profits of the employer
while yielding no tangible advantage to the work-
er. However hard he tried he always remained stuck
in the mire of poverty.

The organization of labour in a ecapitalist-
a'..‘f*ncd establishment was maintained chicfly by the
d;sc:r,p.-ff.;ze of prospective starvation: the worker was
5 aE S : ;

‘ra:d that if he worked badly he would be dis-
missed and reduced to starvation,
oy : :

All this changed radically under Soviet rule.
T::_:;momlc enterprises now belong in this country
eithe ; ~gllective fa 3 Sl
T; 1er to the state, collective farms or cooperatives.

e more ('lil‘lgt‘,nt]}-' a worker or collective farmer
works—the richer our country, our society consist-
N e e s : '

g only of working people, the more prosperous

the collective farms, the greater everyone’s share
for his labour, the better supplied are the workers
and collective farmers. The working people have
become their own masters, they work for their

common benefit, and therefore have an interest in
working to the best of their ability,

This explains why the organization of labour in
our socialist enterprises is based on the free, con-
scions discipline of the workers themselves. :

Wil‘l'lﬁul such free, conscious discipline, socialist
emulation aiming at the fulfilment and overfulfil-
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ment of production quotas in the shortest period of
time would be impossible in our enterprises, just
as the Stakhanovite movement would be impossible.
The Stakhanovites are our foremost workers and
peasants who have mastered the technique of their
work. They have invented and continue to invent
each day a multitude of improvements and tech-
nical innovations which raise the productivity of
labour. Every eunterprise has its “tywo hundred per-
centers,” “‘three hundred percen:,-ars,” and even
“thousand percenters,” that 1s, Stakhanovites whose
output is double, treble or tenfold the specified
quota. They serve as examples of efficiency to their
fellows.

Work based on the discipline of those who per-
form it, a discipline exercised freely and conscious-
ly, cannot even be conceived of in capitalist so-
ciety where people do a0t work for themselves but
for exploiters.

Such discipline is strengthened by the very na-
ture of the collective work in the public, socialist
enterprises, where the management comes from the
working people and each worker is paid according
to the quantity and quality of the work he per-
forms.

Those who particularly distinguish themselves
at work receive premiums or are awarded testi-
monials, badges or decoraiions, The highest title
awarded for distinguished work is that of Hero of
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.Socialisr, Labour. Ti is conferred, together with the
Order of Lenin and a gold Hammer and Sickl;
Medal, for exceplional services in facilitating the
advancement of the national economy, cultuit"e or

science, or enhancing the power and fame of the
Soviet Union,

The list of Heroes of Socialist Labour includes
the most prominent slatesmen, business executives
designers and scientists as well as rank-und-ﬁ]f;
workers and collective farmers. |

]?ayment for work according to quanlity and
:{ua]lt}r of performance and the especial awards for
proficiency are most important means of raising
:!m sense of responsibility of the working p{zoph:
Such payment and awards encourage them to work
congcientiously and in disciplined fashion for the
fulfilment and overfulfilment of the tasks assigned
them, i

Parallel with these measures other means of im-
provi‘ng labour discipline must be employed.

The vast majority of Soviet citizens understand
that now they work for themselves, and therefore
they have changed their attitude toward lahour:
they worl_c 1_10nesl]y, and conscientiously maintain
labour discipline. However, among the popular
masses there are still politically backward people
who have not yet abandoned their old views on
work, the views working people held when they
were still drudging like convicis for the capitalists

198

and landlords. There are still people among us
who try to shirk work, to give society as little as
possible but take from it as much as possible. To
such people coercion must be applied.

While passing laws and regulations prescribing
coercive measures, the Soviet government ‘and the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union at the same
time carry on constant propagzmzia among the
masses, explaining the necessity of such measures
for society, the Soviet State, the working people
themselves.

Quotas of output and rates of payment for work
are fixed in our state enterprises and institutions
in agreement with the trade unions, 1f any worker
continually fails to fulfil the assigned gquota of
work he may be transferred to a lower calegory.
If the quality of work done is mnot satisfactory,
either less than the standard rate is paid or the
work is not paid for at all.

Factory directors, chief engineers and the chiefs
of goods-testing departments who release goods of
bad quality or goods which do not conform to spec-
ifications are liable to prosecution for crimes con-
sidered equivalent to sabotage.

Such strict discipline is enforced on demand of
the workers themselves, who have no desire to
tolerate in their midst any loafers, absentees,
producers of waste and persons flitting from job
to job.
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In the collective farms every able-bodied mem-
ber is obliged to do enough work in the course of
each year to amount to a fixed minimum of labour
days. The collective-farm rules prescribe the fol-
lowing punishments for those who wviolate labour
discipline or work badly: a warning, a reprimand
or reproof at a general meeting, a fine equivalent
to no more than five labour days, suspension [rom
one’s position, and the like, People who fail to re-
form are expelled from the collective farm, if a
general meeting of the collective-farm members so
decides.

In Soviet soclalist society the strict ohserv-
ance of labour discipline is of paramount impor-
fance,

In pre-revolutionary times, when anybody vio-
lated labour discipline in a factory or shop, its
owner was the only one who suffered. His profits
were touched and that was all. But our socialist
economy is conducted according to a uniform na-
tional plan. Here advance estimates are made of
what products each separate establishment must
produce, of how much of each product is to be
produced and in what periods of time, in order to
permit the national economy as a whole to work
smoothly and without interruption and thus supply
the country with all it needs. Clearly, in the
U.S.5.R. any violation of labour discipline, even if
confined to a few establishments, inevitably leads
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rorki tion-
a disruption of the normal working of our na 9
ol : ect loss to the entire

= S Clsni ire
al economy, occasioning a dire
counlry, 2\
y : e cervance of labot
The strict and steadfast observance of

ine i ir sent addressed to
discipline is the third commandment

the Soviet cilizen.

HONESTLY TO PERFORM PUBLIC DUTIES
L. Nikulin, a Soviet writer, relates the following
. idont in his Southern Urals.

ncident in his Southern kb
1 A train pulling a heavy load of i:ll}k:_-: and z.hell:
was chugging along in the direction of Lh'e 10{11;
Si rn.ﬂ. bfi;e:an@ <mall stations flashed by 1n quic

ign: xes and &

n, 2Uas ¥ n groumn (K9] & E()p in
1 a [T 1 S l o :l a5
E1CCess1011. 1L \]bﬂ ‘.he Lrai o

the middle of the steppe. X

“What’s the trouble here? .
running up to the engine. .
ug has a leak in it thread

» asked Senior Ser-

geant Rodionov, 1
“The rear control

e lode,” teplied the loco-

and the boiler might explode,” TCL ‘ o
“Well just about manage 1@
And yet it’s a mere trifle. All
ten up on the plug. But then,
o extinguish the fire in the
at of commission for 2

d that. With the load

motive engineer.
make the next depot
you have to (’Lcns is tigh
of course, you'd have t
engine. That'll put he:: o
whole day. But we cant aﬂ‘oor“[.t5 o
he’s pulling every minute counis.
e Si{zu;:;;;ced ui to the ﬁr_c-bmf and olrfe:l:edsgléﬁ
Joor, A fierce blaze was raging i the grate.

201




denly the engineer, looking strangely at his assist-
ant, exclaimed:

“Open up everylhing! Let her have air! Come
on, let’s have a dralt.” And after a while:

“Now lay on coall”

The bright red flames gradually grew dim under
the thickening layer of coal which was discharging
poisonous fumes beneath, while above the boiler
roared under a pressure of ten atmospheres,

“Look here now,” said the engineer, huskily.
“Don’t fall asleep on this job. If anything should
happen just pull me back.”

With these words he disappeared in the stifling
heat of the gaping black firebox.

Followed long moments of anguished waiting.
Rodionov, who had seen death dozens of times,
and who himself had once been almost burned to a
cinder in his tank, felt beads of perspiration trickle

down his back between his shoulder blades,

At last a sombre jack-knifed silhouette could be
discerned in the firebox. The engineer almost fell
into Rodionov’s arms. His face was haggard and
pitch-black with soot. He greedily inhaled deep,
long breaths of the cold raw air and said:

“She’s ... ready now ... let’s go!”

“Say you, engineer!” Rodionov called, breath-
ing hard with emotion.

The latter looked at him in silence.

“What’s your name, comrade?”
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“Chernikhov.”
“What Depp@?" £
“Troitsky. Why do you ask: i
“Nothing., You sure are a fine bunch, you p
. = 1 139
le from the Urais! : i A
. He embraced the engineer and jumped off
steps of the engine. Ll
pT‘*w buffers clanged and soon the train was
athering speed. : s
; Wha? impelled Chernikhov to act so selﬂe.shl);w
He was impelled to act in this way heczi—l]!.—,ewa%.
was Leenly conscious of his duty to secaety.} efmk..—
onscious of the fact that the interests of the \'\f 5
con=c 15 1€ : b7 i :
ers. of toiling folk like himself, the m‘r,eruet} c»hid1
v iety interests of the country ob W
Soviel society—the in o
the working people themselves are the’ rié‘l‘—h;;
fequired such action of him. He f(f,]t his Ilrn.sa]..lld
with all society, with the whole of his country.
for its sake he risked his life. . I
Such profound consciousness of pub 11(:1 R :
Suc 1sciousness . s
was. of course, something nnpos-.slbl_e in ol i
qh-;wr does it exist today in any capitalist coun \t};:.
; iu:re society is divided into mutually antagonistic
whne = Ly 1= 4
] i site interests. ;
classes pursuing Opposite A0 = SN
Theppublic duty of a Soviet citizen d..ma;ul;,:x(r;t
and foremost honest compliance w{;}é t.Sh;:{ ?1\:; e
i sovier State, In the U530 T
dained by the Soviet ik
5 i st representatlves E:
expresses what the fines e ik
ehimen by the entire people have recognized as
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essary and ; i i
’ qozi.l Sbfzgaimg in the interests of the whol
L= ] T . 7 111 % b
j ety. Once the Soviet citizen has bee i
nizant of the demands of the I 1 ‘}')'”me o
‘ : 5 ie law, they be i}
= : ‘ , they become in-
junctions proceeding from his sens i -
e e 1s sense of public duty
il es by them not from fear of pun b
ent DUt vc Fa 1] & ;
i L{I. v.:h}mlan’y, because he realizes the 1
ressity of such compli i i
: , . ipliance in the i 5
ciely, of his couniry = g
The mos) Tessi
e SC,_«I}'M’I progressive, the socially most con-
. i .‘L...mn of ihe Soviet citizenry conceive puIﬂ:ic
7 to be something broac 1 S i
e e ing broader than the direct man-
fatseas aw. They understand public duty to
comprise all that may be necess e
consolidate and develop so : .l:war)’ oo
: cvelop socialist society, tl
e 0 hat 7
ad‘._-i:ice the welfare of the land of Sovi}v,t" o
‘or example, the servi 1 o
., the service rules i
demanded of engineer Cher 'k[l“ aTnd .
_engineer Chernikhov that on disc
ering the defective condition of the ! (%MJW-
T e ik ; lie locomotive he
S g 1, using every precaution, to the
Alcsl 2 X : i
i epot and turn it over for repairs. But then
ain we - i i
o n w:_:u!c? have arrived at the front a whole
y late. His high sense of duty as a Soviet ci :
A uty as a Soviet citizen
e im to adopt a different course, albeit
e risk of his life. ’ :
L
Soviet la ires i
i 1w :equwes that everyone fulfil the ac
B LAINE .
e li andard of output. The foremost workers
dnc i arr : a
: 1[‘1801) ective farmers, the Stakhanovites, not onl
ulhl b il sev i h
e }\]lt fulfil several times over the (]IJOT.'E
rhich they 2 i :
they are set. Time and again a brigade
rig
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assigned a rush ] ob will not leave the shop for days
on end so as to finish ahead of schedule.

In the minds of the poli[ica]ly—advance& Soviet
citizens public duty requires that everyone promoie
the commonwealth sith all his heart and soul, that
everyone place the interests of the public above his
own personal interests, that he combat whatever is
of harm to socialist soctety, 10 the country. The so-
cially-minded Soviet citizen, on noticing that some-
thing in his factory oT collective farm is not as it
should be, will not wait until the matter is straight-
ened out but will take a hand himself. When a
Stakhanovite sees that some of the workers do not
fulfil their guota, he does what he can to help his
lagging comrades, to impart to them his experi-
ence and thus achieve a general increase in labour
ty, A pu}:rlic-spiritcd Soviet citizen will
not allow a single instance of a dishonest, let alone
outright criminal, attitude to one’s duties to g0 by
without rousing public opinion against such delin-

quency.

productivi

TO RESPECT THE RULES
OF SOCIALIST INT ERCOURSE

When the Constitution refers to socialist inter-

course it has in mind the whole of our country, the

whole of our socialist society, and concerns those
nduct which Soviet citizens should ob-

rules of co
ety and to each other.

serve in relation to soci
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Every human society has, of course, rules of so-
cial intercourse. The fundamental rules governing
the conduct of people are recorded in the laws of
each country. A violation of these rules constitutes
a criminal offence and is punishable as such. Be-
sides, in each society there are rules of conduct
which are not recorded in laws. Although a viola-
tion of them entails no legal punishment, it is con-
demned by the public opinion prevailing in the
country in question. The rules of human conduct
are called morality.

The substance of a country’s morality, of its
rules of social intercourse, depends upon ils social
system. Whatever the social system is, such are
the rules of social intercourse,

The social system of pre-revolutionary Russia
was based on private property in the means of pro-
duction. Private properly made it possible for some

people to exploit others. The old society, Lenin

said, was based on the idea that either you rob the

other fellow or he robs you, either you work feor
somebody else or he works for you. Private own-
ership disunited people, introduced distrust, en-
mity and strife among them,

Needleas to say, the rules of social intercourse
in bourgeois society permit and justify the exploi-
tation of man by man, and all relalions between
people that logically follow therefrom, One of the
principal .rules of bourgeois social intercourse is,
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: In the evening a stove-mender, with whom the
mistress of the house had been negotiating, arriveé
;n i.h.e scene. ch was offended at the ?ﬂea that
a:clinz:k\;;a doing him out of a job, as he thought,

(13
. r?;(::’l?:;nU‘ct have soaked her 500 rubles, didn’t

{:’;lrvoi only laughed.

‘hen the stow ady, Merozova as

much she owed hi::lwf‘?jrr’?;j};;ﬁ.lcl o

"l\(}vl'ning at all,” Pervoi answered,

Ami‘ dozens of others in the same city have
followed his example. e

Sm_:,ia!is.t morality demands that all members
of Soviet society build up their relations with eaJthl
other on the basis of mutual comradely assist-
ance. We highly esteem the readiness of S:jlv;r-'L
citizens to make any sacrifice for the public 0'00(1
their hercism and selfless devotion to tf o Loyt
homeland. L

pe e

el
3 arly manifest during
tl‘fr_: G_reat Patriotic War. The Soviet Army v.-qrsj
victorious mnot only hecause of ils p]‘nﬁci(-':u“v' m
the art of war, the great generalship -oF jiq o
tary leaders and its sn]‘)eriérii‘y in n‘:quip.;rm.r-n but
also because of the incomparable moral supf‘;'Iori-
ty of the Soviet fichters, of the Soviet )(j'o )]
over the German fascist marauders, i

21¢

Inculcating among the froadest strata of the
population respect for the rules of social inter-
course characteristic of Socialism, making the ha-
bitual observance of these rules part and parcel of
their everyday life, and fostering in all members
of socialist society the high moral qualities of its
foremost members—constituies one of the most
important tasks conlronting our Party and Young

Communist League organizations,

TO SAFEGUARD AND FORTIFY PUBLIC,
SOCIALIST, PROFERTY

In tsarist Russia, one could hear of publie, so-
cialist property only from the lips of DBolshevik
propagandists at underground meetings.

Capitalists, landlords, kulaks and bourgeois
writers constantly sang the praises of private prop-
erty. They sought to make the workers and peas-
ants believe that private ownership was the alpha
and omega of earthly happiness. Work by the
sweat of your brow, they preached, be thrifty, re-
member that a penny saved is a penny earned and
a prosperous and happy life will be vouchsafed to
you and your children. :

Jut this was sheer humbug.

Ask the old workers what private properly meant
to them. They will tell you that they never owned
anything except the hands they worked with and
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their scanty household goods, and that the much-
vaunted private property meant to them nothing
but the unbridled robbery of the fruits of their
labour by the capitalists.

Ask the old peasants and they will recall how
muzhiks used to be bealen, flogged, haled nto
court and thrown into jail if their cattle trespassed
on the landlord’s land or if they cut some timber,
hunted or collected berries in his forest. They will
remember the levies made on their few possessions,
how the bailiffs used to drive off the last sheep
or goat for a debt owed to the landlord or the
kulak, how the muzhik would be left without a
shirt on his back.

And what law, pray, allowed them to do this?
Again, the much-vaunted law of private property!
That waz the aspect of “sacred, inviolahle”
private property the workers and peasanis got to
see. Inviolability applied only to the possessions
of the propertied class, Like watchdogs the po-
licemen, constables, police chiefs and magistrates
kept vigil over the property of the -capitalists,
landlords .and kulaks, Safeguarding private prop-
erty meant to all intenls and purposes safeguard-
ing their wealth, protecting them in their “right”
to rcb the poor.

The power and anthority of the landlords and
capitalists reposed on private property, and Lhe
private ownership of the means of production
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was the basis upon which the entire capitalist
system with ils rohbery and Lyranny over the la-
bouring masses was built, ! ;
All this was changed from the root up woen lt;'
rule of the bourgeoisie in our (:01111{.1'3; was‘ over-
thrown and public, socialist ownership of t.1e in
struments and means of production was establishec
in our entire national economy.
The factory, mill, collective farm, state farm 'o-..
izlﬁtill.kt.i(}ll where you work, with \-\illicil }-'oms‘ {n‘;ll'r
well-being is bound up, are publie prm_}::r.‘y[i a
stores in which you buy the goc.;d& you nee 19;;(-.
the soods themselves are public property. (
rall\:.a\-s, steamships and aeroplanes that ‘c.ome‘;,-
us from one end of the country 1.n‘thc ?Lner‘al‘f‘_
public property. The hospital, clinie, d'lspv.nn;ar]‘TT
and sanatorium where you get your medical iteuk;
ment, the schools and colleges x-\.-'hre:\e yuul anf:
w)ur'(zhilﬂn:n are being taught and the t.mai.kﬁe
and cinema you visit for entertainment are &
ic properly.
p1.15.111}1:{‘,.(%};0:”&1]3Of toil is vitally inte reshf—‘.d.in -.i[ e‘
guarding, fortifying and ..qug:.menlmg SO‘IL.'-J_:;.l:h:-I. ga,?]l.e
erty as the sacred and inviolable basis .0 .11.
Soviet system, as the source of the }ve;a‘llh.{an(f
power of our couniry, as the source nl.tde life 10
security and culture of all our w:':rkng people.
And this is a duty which the Sta!m‘ (A?I]SE-]{.E‘HEIOH
imposes upon every citizen of the Soviet Uniom.




Our Constitution has declared persons who
commit offences against publie, socialist property
to be enemies of the people. Under Soviet law
the theft of public property is most severely pun-
ished.

Public-minded Soviet citizens display the great-

est solicitude and concern for the property of the
people. Take the case of foreman Dolgunov, as
described by the writer U. Nagihin.

Dolgunov returned from the front almost an
invalid but went back to his factory, the place he
was so fond of, as soon as the Germans had been
driven out. Black scales encrusted the metal instal-
lations and rust had spread all over the machine
tools, ... Dolgunov touched their cold hodies with
his hands. He had always trealed them as if they
were living beings. And now it seemed to him that
the machines had merely fallen asleep, that they
were bound to wake up as soon as skilled and
gympathetic hands touched them. ...

A young lad whistling a tune entered the shop.
He noticed a transmission belt dangling from a
smashed wheel. Without giving it much thought,
he fetched a knife and cut off a length.

“Stop!” he suddenly heard someone shout from
the interior of the shop.

The lad trembled and didn’t dare to move an

eyelash as he saw Dolgunov approaching. The
latter gave him a piercing look,
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i i training his anger.
30 # hesaid in a low voice; restraining his ang ?
0.” hesa : e S
“What were you shouling about, th. v ¢
I : : : 15 it O
hap asked, blushing “syrely not about this i;u |
i 2 W | 5 ' anyhow.
leather? Why, it would have rotted? here any i
" agp "1 been in my outfit I'd have given 1
“If vou had been in my L e D
to you “eo0d and proper for this bit of le !
e -ayer; people
Here every bolt and nut deserves a prayer; peof
ik e‘n & lives for this!”
ave their lives fo By i
¢ “Who are you anyway?  the lad flung at him,
: L
now angry with shame. g
. 7 sped out, not recogniz-
“Gilence!” Dolgunov rasped O, g
Silence! hae
ing his own voice, ~Atteniion. o
” ¥richtened, the lad cast a glance @ s
- 3 AT 8 "
tiffened. The picce of leather was scorehing
g1t N
e i that’s who I am!”
““I'm the boss of this place, thats
i i ssive acecents.
said Doleunov in calm and impressive ey
I F\-'er; Soviet citizen should thus feel himse
ic properly.
r of public prop i
e £ . preservation of public property
Concern for the preservatll .
o 1 thieves
should not be confined to protecting it from
1 -
and wreckers. Vi i
To safeguard and fortify public, ac.)uahm 'lr: Ln
. i r ; isman-
erty means to fight energetically against ml. na
i ilferage ~oligence
aoement, extravagance, pilferage and m*,_;_: e
agEelnecliL, : S - .
with regard to public property; it rr.?:lns ghting
j it wi imi :lessness.
s st handling it with criminal carelessnes
i a0 ; i blic, socialist prop-
To safeguard and fortify public, SO o
. i S ative and al
erty means managing siate, cooperative
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lective-farm enterprises economically, assiduously,
keeping strict and audited account of public prop-
erty, of the distribution of secially-owned consumer
goods, and of all public money, every kopek of it

So safeguard and fortify publie, socialist prop-
erly means Lo steadily increase the productivily
of labour, to lower production costs and improve
the quality of output, to extend and augment our
socialist economy.

Look carefully about you; watch hLow your
comrades at work handle the machinery, the tools,

the raw malerials, the fuel, the finished products;

how they reap and keep the harvest in your collec-
tive farm, how the accounling and control system
works, and you will find a hundred instances where
public property could be better zafeguarded and
fortified, and a hundred ways and means of
doing so.

Remember always and everywhere that public,
socialist property is the foundation of our entire
system, the basiz of the might of our Soviel country
and of our national welfare, '

AN HONOURABLE DUTY OF SOVIET CITIZENS

We know from the history of our country that
the Soviet government, literally on the morrow of
its establishment, submitied to all governments and
peoples then at war a proposal immediately to com-
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In 1941-45, the Soviet Army maintained the
freedom and independence of the Soviet Union in
a struggle of unparalleled heroism against Nazi
Germany and its accomplices, The armed forces of
fascist Germany and its satellites were defeated
primarily and chiefly by the Soviet Army. It was
the Soviet Army that took Berlin, the German cup-
ital, by storm and compelled fascist Germany o
lay down its arms. The robber Nazi state, which
had drenched Europe in blood, was destroyed. The
Soviet Army rid our country of the constaut danger
of German invasion from the West.

Thereafter, the Soviet Army’s determined and
skilled operations in the Far East brought Japan
to its knees, the last of the aggressor powers to
coulinue the war and Nazi Germany’s principal
ally. Thus the Soviet Army played a decisive part
in bringing the Second World War to a speedy
conclusion. The Soviet Army rid our country of
the constant danger of Japanese invasion from
the East.

The Soviet Army not only freed the country
from foreign invaders,

t also accomplished with
great credit the noble task of liberating, and of
assisting in the liberation of, the peoples of Western
Europe which had been trodden underfoot by the
Nazi jackboot. The Soviet Army brought freedom
to those who had been incarcerated in fascist pris-
ons and concenlralion camps, to those who had
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law adopted on September 1, 1939. All male Soviet
citizens without distinction of nationality, race, re-
Jigion, education, social origin and status must
serve in the armed forces of the Soviet Union.

The Ministry of the Armed Forces of the
U.SS.R. is authorized 1o enrol and accept, and in
wartime to call up for auxiliary and special serv-
jce, women who have received a medical, veteri-
narian ot special technical training.

For the training of Soviet Army commanders
military schools and colleges, postgraduate couTses
and military academies have been instituted. The
Soviet Army commanders and the rank and file
are drawn from identical groups of the popula-
tion, namely, the workers, peasanis and intellec
tuals. In the Soviet Army there neither is 1or
can be the class antagonizm that separales officers
and soldiers in the armies of the capitalist coun-
iries. In the Soviet Army, officers and men con-
stitute one single fighting fraternity, welded to-
gether not only by strict military cipline, but
also by a profound inner moral and political unity,
a unity of views, aims and aspirations, and by their
atter devotion to their Soviet motherland.

The Soviet Army has adopted all the fine mili-
tary traditions of the old Russian army, which
ereditably acquitted itself of its task of defending
the country and defeating its foes. The Spviet Army
has imbibed the fiery enthusiasm, the unexampled
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self-sacrifice and unparalleled heroism of those
who fought in the greatest of all revolutions, the
October Socialist Revolution,

Guided by the genius of Comrade Stalin, the
Soviet Army forged its superb fighting qualities,
mastered its incomparable art of defeating the
enemy.

The Soviet Army is headed by talented com-
manders who have been trained by Comrade Stalin
and are guided in their operations by the advanced
military science elaborated by him.

THE SACRED DUTY OF EVERY
SOVIET CITIZEN

Here is the account given by a woman Stakha-
novite named A. Kirpichova, employed at one of
Moscow’s factories, of how she heard Comrade
Stalin speak over the radio on July 3, 1941:

“As I listened to his address, I was constantly
nodding my head as if saying ‘yes’ to every one
of his words. How my heart was pounding with

excitement! What had been and what was going
on then flashed through my mind. I listened and
heard Comrade Stalin talk about production and
that we would surely smash the Germans il we
worked with micht and main to increase the output
of tanks in our country, the output of anti-tank
rifles, of acroplanes, hand grenades and trench

222

mortars. That’s where 1 came in. I thought of my
factory, my drilling lathe, of how many drills .I
spoiled until I learnt my job. But now.l am}happy.
I've begun to turn out two quotas & day. Before 1
entered industry, however, what did I count for
in the country’s life? Nothing! All T knew was the
four corners of my room, my spirit-stove and my
washing board.

“When Comrade Stalin finished his epeech, 1
walked out into the street. Moscow was b!ac.kcd fm'l;
and silent, but my hearl was aflame, as if lightning
fashed within. I kept thinking of how many par}a
I would be able to turn out that night, Comrade
Stalin must be answered by deeds. ... 1 stepped up
to my bench and started to work. Every little screw
and nut will help to save our couniry, 1 t'r101ig_n1;.
And my hands, they'll turn out as I.]'Iili?]‘l \:VDTK as
is needed. And not only 1, but all of us in the shop
worked that way.”

These words of an ordinary working woman
graphically express the conviction that not ox}':iy 1.1.1._0
members of the Soviet Army, but every Soviet ciil-
sen can and must do his bit In defence of the
Soviet motherland. The Stalin Constitution records
this idea in the following words:

“To defend the country is the sacred duty of
every cilizen of the USSR

The Constitution declaves that treason to our
Soviet motherland is the most heinous of crimes.
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The Soviet people hate and despise traitors, For
{reason to the socialist motherland the Soviet law
oxacts the severest penalty—death.

What is comprised in this sacred duty that de-
volves upon each citizen Lo defend his Soviet
motherland?

This queslion was answered by Comrade Stalin
tn his well-known radio address to the people de-
livered on July 3, 1941. He unfolded before us a
complete program of struggle in defence of our
Soviet country. He said that not only the men and
commanders of the Soviet Army and Navy, but all
citizens of the Soviet Union must defend every
inch of Soviet soil, must fight to the last drop of
blood for our towns and villages. He appealed to
the whole people to render all-round assislance to
the Soviet Army in its struggle with the enemy.

He called upon them to light the flames of par-
tisan warfare in the enemy’s rear.

If you give this Stalinist program of struggle a
second thought you will see that every Soviet eili-
zen, no matter where he was or whatever the work
he was engaged in, could and did readily find a
oroove into which he fitted. Comrade Stalin, our
great leader, inspired and organized the whole
Soviet people to wage a determined, lieroic struggle
against the insolent, despicable foe, a struggle
which ended in the complete defeat of [ascist
Germany.
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Why did the Soviet people vespond so eagerl.y
and unanimously to their leader’s call, why duli
they fght, and fight to a finish, with such :_af-.!i-
less devotion, with such disregard of sacrlﬁ%‘.e,
until the Soviet Union had achieved compleie ViC-
tory? 1

In former times, 100, the Russian people, togeth-
er with other peoples of our country, fought
valiantly against foreign invaders, and defeated
them. B-ut nuow that Soviet rule has been established
in our country, the defence of the miotherland has
acquired special significance for the p({puiar masses,
has become a matier of paramount importance io
them,

In 1018-20, the masses of the people for the
first time in history were fichting in defence not
only of their native country but of their own polit-
ical power, for a system of government w‘tuch they
themselves had just set up in their native land.
They were defending the land which they had
drenched with their own sweat and blc.aod, land
which they had only just taken away irom th.e
landlords; they were engaged in a war for tl’.leli'
own factories and mills which they had only just
wrested from the capitalists. They were rlskm‘g
their lives for a country that now was truly their
motherland, a Soviet country, which they had o’nly
just established and of which they had only just
become the unresiricted masters.
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That explains why our country, weak, exhaust-
ed and ill-armed at the time, was able to cope with
all its numerous and powerful enemies. It was then
that Lenin said: no one can ever defeat a people
the majority of which has realized and come to
feel that it is defending its own rule, Soviet rule,
that it is fighting for a cause which ensures it and
its children the opportunity of enjoying the full
fruits of its labour, of receiving the full henefit of
culture,

After an interval of some twenly years, Lhe
Soviet people was again compelled o engage in
heroic combat against the foreign invader, to de-
fend its political power, its country, its genuine,
Soviet motherland. This time the Soviet people had
already tasted free life under its new, Soviet
socialist system; this time it was fighting with
complete unily in its ranks not only for the oppor-
tunity of enjoying the full fruils of its labour and
the full benefits of culture, but also for the already
existing greal blessings of free and organized la-
bour which it itself had brought into existence.

Now less than ever before will anyone succeed
in defeating such a people!

Soviet pairiotism is a singular force, the like of
which no other country possesses.

Every member of the Soviet community—wheth-
er he is a Russian, a Byelorussian, an Estonian, a
Turkman or a Bashkir—has a home, a land where
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loyalty of the people to their Soviet motherland
on the fraternal cooperation of the working peo ‘lr;
of a.ll the nations inhabiling our countr;. ISO&}';et
p&tr{otism is a harmonius blend of the national
Traditions of the peoples and the common vital
mtc.:res..smof all the working people of the Soviet
Unllon. Soviet patriotism does not disunite but
unites all the nalions and nationalities inha‘ijitinrf
our f:oulniry in a single fraternal family.” -

Soviet patriotism multiplies the strength of our
people tenfold when fighting an enemy overcomes
all a':iiﬂ‘iculties, breaks down all bar;*£e1's. Sovie;:
patriotism is one of the principal sources of the
strength and might of the Soviet Union,

CHAPTER VI

THE LEADING ARND DIRECTING
FORCE OF THE SOVIET UNION

¥

THE WORKING people of our country won their
great rights and liberties, and established and con-
solidated the Soviet system of state and sociely
under the leadership of the Communist Party of
the Soviet Union (Bolsheviks). And it was under
its leadership that the Soviet people successfully
defended their freedom and independence in the
most difficult of wars, the war against the fascist
powers.

The working class and the whole labouring pop-
alation of the Soviet Union has numerous non-

Party organizations of various descriptions. Includ-
ed here are the Soviets, which unite all the work-
ing people without any distinction whatever; the
trade unions, which unite almost all workers and
other employees of our country; the cooperative
and collective-farm organizations, which comprise
almost all our peasants and handicraftsmen; the
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We still have workers, peasants and intellectuals
who are concerned solely with their own personal
affairs, their own narrow selfish interests, There are
members of the intelligentsia who suffer from the
discase that afflicted the bourgeois intellectuals of
the old Russia—-deference to everything foreign,
oblivion to the interests of their own country.

The roots of these survivals in the mentality of
Soviet people will be found not only in the past of
our country but also in the influence of the cap-
italist countries, which trickles into the Soviet
Union by devious paths.

The task of Communist training consists in

making all Soviet cibizens n\-pounhie members of

socialist zociety, conscious and active builders of
Communism.

Their ranks firmly welded around the Soviet
government, the Communist Party and their leader,
fueud and teacher, Comrade Stalin, the Soviet peo-
ple are advancing to new achievements in strength-
ening the might of the Soviet State, completing the
building of Socialism and effecting the rfradnlal
transition to Communism.




