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A Note on the Author

IVI DJAVAKHISHVILI was born in Thilisi in 1912. He was brought

up in a doctor’s family. At the age of twenty-two he graduated from

the Thilisi Polytechnic Institute with an engineer’s diploma in geology.

After several years’ work as geologist be became a member of Georgia’s

State Planning Committee, Later he held positions of responsibility in
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Georgia.

In 1952 Djavakhishvili was elected chairman of the Tbilisi City Soviet
of Working People’s Deputies, after which he worked for some time as
First Deputy Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the Georgian
Republic and in 1953 was appointed to Chairman of the Council of
Ministers of the Georgian Republic by the Presidium of the Supreme
Soviet of the Georgian S.S.R.

He has twice been elected a member of the Supreme Soviet of the
U.SSR:

Georgian Soviet Socialist Republic

The Land and its People

..M—|,Im Georgian Soviet Socialist Republic covers an area of 28,000

square miles. It has a population of a little over 4 million. Included
in the Georgian Republic are the (Abkhazian and Ajarian Autonomous
Republics and the South Ossetian Autonemous Region,)

Georgia is a land of rich and varied scenic beauty. To the west it is
washed by the Black Sea. The Caucasian Range of high mountains
covered with perpetual snow and glaciers protects it from the cold winds
of the east. Flourishing valleys, age-old forests, and beautiful Alpine
and steppe pasture-land stretch for scores of miles. The swift, full moun-
tain rivers are a vast source of energy.

The Surami range divides the country into two parts. To the east of
the range are the valleys of Kartli and Kakheti. The valleys of the
Rioni lie to the west. Here is the ancient country of Kolkhida (Colchis),
a land of fertility and abundance.

Georgia possesses rich mineral resources. The manganese deposits at
Chiatura, for example, are among the largest in the world, with ore of
the finest quality. Coal is found near Tkibuli and Tkvarcheli in the
south. Tungsten, molybdenum, zine, arsenic and dozens of other valu-
able minerals are mined in the mountains of Svaneti.

Soil and climate offer extremely favourable conditions for the develop-
ment of agriculture. Lemons, tangerines, oranges, tea and other sub-
tropical plants are grown along the Black Sea coast, where rainfall is
plentiful. This happy combination of good climate and rich land produces
bountiful harvests of grapes, tobacco, grain and other crops.

For centuries Georgia was an agrarian country. Industries
were poorly developed. Her inexhaustible raw material and
power resources were exploited to an insignificant degree, and
the people were not able to display fully their abilities and
talents.

In their ancient legend of Amirani the Georgian people reflected their
age-old dream of a hero who would bring their country freedom and a
happy life. Today this dream has come true. In the past forty years of
Soviet government the Georgian people have taken a leap forward in
their historic development, reaching, together with the other peoples
of the Soviet Union. a high economic and cultural level.

Pages from History

Georgia is one of the world’s most ancient countries, with a rich and
unique culture. The Georgian alphabet came into being in the seventh
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century B.C. Christianity became the official religion in Georgia early

in the fourth century. By the sixth century Georgia had special schools,’

including the famous higher academy of rhetoric, to which people came
to study from as far away as Greece,

From time immemorial Georgians have grown grapes and grain,
worked in metal, written books, and built temples, fortresses, bridges
and canals.

Georgia’s. museums contain numerous monuments of the country’s
ancient culture; there are rare collections of manuscripts written by
astronomers, philosophers, medical men and geographers, remarkable
examples of Georgian jewellery and chase-work, and unique pieces of
cloisonné enamel.

By the twelfth century literature, architecture, painting, sculpture and
the art of enamel and mosaic work had reached a high level of develop-
ment. The great Georgian poet, Shota Rustaveli, author of the immortal
The Knight in the Tiger Skin, lived in this country.

A large number of the temples, fortresses and other structures built
at that time have come down to our day. Their monumentzality, grace
and rich ornamentation are astounding.

Among these monuments of Georgian architecture, the unique medieval
cave city of Vardzia is the one of the most interesting. This city, now
a museum, is carved out of a section of rock some 600 feet above the
river Kura (Mtkvari). In the twelfth century it possessed great military
and strategic importance.

For centuries the Georgian people suffered from  brutal wars that
devastated the country and left towns and villages in ruins. The invasion
of the Khorezmians and Mongols in the thirteenth century, the hordes of
Tamerlane in the fourteenth century and the Turks in the fifteenth
century laid waste to Georgia, and the country’s economy declined.

State and economic disintegration, economic ruin and frequent wars
produced a profound political crisis in Georgia. The only real and pro-
gressive force capable of protecting Georgia from foreign invasion and
ensuring her conditions favourable to economic and cultural development
was Russia, a country with the same religion as Georgia and which was,
by that time, a strong centralised state.

Georgia’s affiliation with Russia was of enormous progressive signifi-
cance in the further political, economic and cultural development of the
Georgian people.

Georgia was now reliably protected from foreign enemies; she achieved
political and economic unity; the danger that the Georgian people would
be physically destroyed by foreign invaders disappeared.

Rapprochement with Russia and the abolition of serfdom helped to
develop Georgia industrially. The first factories and mills were built, and
the first railway in the Caucasus was laid.

Tsarist Russia. however, regarded Georgia as a colony and a source
of raw materials. To strengthen its domination it took steps to colonise
the country. Russian military settlements were set up: hostility was
fomented among the Georgians, Azerbaijanians and Armenians; schools
were forbidden to teach the Georgian language: Georgian newspapers
were closed down.
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The People Struggle

The Georgian people began to understand the injustice of a system
based on feudal and capitalist exploitation; advanced ideas of emancipa-
tion began to spread.

At the end of the nineteenth century progressive Russians, whom the
tsarist Government had exiled to Georgia, sowed the seeds of Marxism
on Georgian soil. An organisation of Social Democrats arose in Thilisi
in 1898, which progressive Russian, Georgian, Armenian and Azerbai-
janian workers joined, and in which a revolutionary grouping, headed
by J. V. Stalin, V. F. Ketskhoveli, A. G. Zulukidze and others, came to
the fore.

The working people of Georgia began to struggle against the exploita-
tion and oppression of the tsarist autocracy and their own bourgeoisie.

Sorrow and deprivation were the lot of the Georgian people
until February 25th, 1921, the historic day on which the Soviet
system was proclaimed in Georgia. This great event was the
natural result of many centuries of siruggle for freedom and
independence. It marked the beginning of a mew era in
Georgia’s history.

The Communist Party’s Leninist policy on nationalities, aimed at en-
suring every nation all-round economic and political development in
conformity with its specific features, the help which the fraternal peoples
of the country render one another, their close co-operation, and the
wholehearted devotion of the Georgian people to their Soviet way of
life are what have made possible the success which the Georgian Soviet
Sacialist Republic has achieved.

Aided by the Soviet Union

From the very beginning the working people of the Soviet Union,
primarily the people of the Russian Federation, helped the still weak
Georgian Republic to develop economically and culturally.

The textile workers of Moscow sent the town of Kutaisi a gift of
equipment for a textile mill. At Lenin’s proposal the Soviet government
allocated 700,000 roubles in gold to build the Zemo-Avchala hydro-
electric plant, the first in Georgia. Turbines for the plant were manufac-
tured in Leningrad.

! Experts came from Russia in large numbers to help the Georgian |
people build new industrial establishments and reconstruct old enter-
prises. Russian scientists, engineers and specialists trained Georgians for
work at these establishments.

Now the Georgian Republic exercises state power independently and
makes wide use of its sovereign rights,

The political basis of the Republic is the Soviet of Working People's
Deputies and the highest organ of state power is the Supreme Soviet.
The following data on the results of the elections to the Supreme Soviet
of the Georgian Republic in 1959 point to the triumph of Soviet demo-
cracy, the unity and solidarity of the working people of the Georgian
Republic with the Communist Party.

Of the total number of electors who took part in the voting 99.95 per
cent cast their votes for the candidates to the Supreme Soviet of the
Georgian Republic.
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executives and engineers, management of the Republic’s economy had to
be reorganised.

In the comparatively short period of its work the Economic Council
has shown that this new form of industrial administration has consider-
able advantages. Management has been brought closer to the point of
production; the rate of growth of industrial ouput has increased: pro-
duction capacities and the Republic’s natural wealth are utilised more
efficiently.

The Economic Council is drawing the workers into the management
of industry and construction on an ever wider scale, Innovators in
production and the best workers sit on the technical councils at factories
together with prominent specialists.

Suggestions on how to improve work come from numerous industrial
establishments. The Economic Council has applied many of them and
obtained a saving that runs into tens of millions of roubles.

Cities and People

From year to year more and more new cities, industrial towns, com-
munication lines and hydroelectric plants appear on the map of Georgia.
The economic might of the Republic is growing steadily, bringing with
it improved living standards and changes in Georgia’s appearance.

We shall have a better idea of these changes if we make a brief survey
of the history, past and present, of several of Georgia’s cities, both the
new cities and the old, and describe the life of their people.

We call Rustavi a city of two births. The first goes back many centuries,
to the time when Rustavi arose as a large settlement on the outskirts of
Thilisi. It was inhabited by bold warriors, skilful craftsmen, and in-
dustrious peasants.

But then came foreign invasions that brought devastation to the
settlement, and it vanished many centuries ago.

Rustavi came alive again, inferestingly enough, during the Great
Patriotic War. While the war was still going on the Communist Party
looked ahead to peace and planned the country’s further development,
directing the attention and efforts of the people to new construction and
the revival of the old towns and villages.

With the erection of the Transcaucasian iron and steel mill at Rustavi
a new socialist city rapidly arose in the steppes.

Five thousand Georgian young people, the future workers at the
mill, were the ones to restore the fame of Georgian steel and Georgian
metallurgy. While the first section of the mill was going up these young
men were sent to learn to make steel at the country’s biggest iron and
steel mills.

While he was studying at the Enakievo mill Vardish Koberidze, a
collective farmer from Velistsikhe village, Gurdjaani District, twice won
the title of best furnaceman in the Soviet Union.

When Vardish Koberidze and other young men like him returned to
Rustavi they were iron and steel men with experience and knowledge,
and well known for their achievements.

The mill in Rustavi produced its first melt of steel in 1950. By 1955
the Transcaucasian iron and steel mill was making a complete metal-
lurgical cycle, producing pig iron, coke, steel, pipes, sheet steel and
rolled metal.
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