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A Note on the Author

ILIS LACIS is well-known as one of the Soviet Union’s leading
novelists and statesmen.

He was born in 1904 in the village of Rinuji, not far from Riga.
His father was a port worker.

His parents moved to Barnaul, in the Altai, in 1917 when the Germans
occupied Latvia, and the voung l4-year-old Vilis was soon seeing his
poems, sketches and satirical articles published in the local press.

It was during this period that he worked as a messenger boy for a local
newspaper. Later he became secretary of a village Soviet.

In 1921 Lacis returped with his parents to his native Latvia where he
worked in succession as docker, fisherman, ship’s stoker and fumberjack,
and again as docker.

In 1928 he was elected to the leadership of the dockers’ trade union,
and in the same year joined the Communist Party.

In 1933 he got a job as librarian in Riga, and then began to devote
more time to writing. When the capitalist regime was ended in 1940,
Lacis became Minister of Internal Affairs in the new Government.

From 1941 to 1945 he directed the Latvian partisan movement against
the nazis, and then from 1945 until 1959 he was Chairman of the Council
of Ministers of the Latvian S.S.R.

As a writer, Vilis Lacis had a number of stories published in the
1930’s, but his first major work was A4 Fisherman’s Son, which he wrote
between 1933 and 1934. This novel was reprinted many times, translated
into a number of languages, made into a film, and also formed the
subject of a play.

His next important novel was Storm:, which was written between 1946
and 1948. This work deals with the struggles of the Latvian people over
several decades, covering the period under the Ulmannis dictatorship,
the restoration of Soviet power in 1940, the struggles against the nazis,
victory and the first period of post-war reconstruction.

In 1951 he wrote To New Shores, a novel dealing with peasant life.

A Stalin prize winner for two of his novels, Vilis Lacis has also written
a number of plays.

Latvian Soviet Socialist Republic

A Fisherman’s Life

HEN I was a young man I worked as a stoker on merchant ships.
I travelled far and wide and visited many countries. Then for years
I was a fisherman in Latvia.

We fished from sailing boats and row-boats too frail to weather any
sort of storm. Often mothers, wives and children waited in vain for their
men—but the boats never returned. A few days later the cold waves
would wash up wreckage, torn nets and clothing.

Old fishermen in Latvia have sad memories of life as they knew it in
the past, a life of anxiety and privation. But when the talk turns to life
today faces brighten and wrinkles disappear.

In Soviet times Latvia’s fishermen have come to lead a life that is rich
and rewarding. Today they fish from big trawlers that carry them
thousands of miles out into the Atlantic and the North Sea, over to
Canada.

Three big trawlers now bring in as much fish as did Latvia's entire
fleet before the war. The republic today holds third place in the world
in fish production per head of the population.

When he was still a boy Ansis went to work for a rich landowner
while his father fished along the coast from early morning till late at
night. It was hard for Caspar Ustits to feed his big family, so his sons
and daughters had to go to work while they were still children.

Caspar fell ill and died at the time of the First World War, and Ansis
became head of the family. Following in his father’s footsteps, he turned
to fishing for a livelihood.

Need forced him to spend most of his time out at sea. His catch he
sold to agents who resold it for three times what they paid him for it.

“Will life ever be different for us?” Amnsis used to ask his mother
wearily after a day of unremitting toil. “It isn’t any better for any of our
neighbours, either, for that matter.”

The years passed. Ansis married and began to raise a family, but he
was still forced to live in poverty.

“What about Ansis today?” you may ask.

He is mechanic on a motor boat in the Sarkana Baka (Red Beacon)
fishing co-operative. Though the hair at his temples is grey Ansis feels
young at heart.

He lives in a five-room house which the artel helped him to build, as
it has helped so many other fishermen to put up their own homes.

The house is well furnished. In his garden Ansis raises all the vege-
tables his family needs. A paved drive leads to the garage behind the
house where he keeps his car.

His children are grown up now and doing well at their chosen occu-
pations. Ansis earns about 30,000 roubles a year. This is more than
enough for food, clothing and recreation.
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On Sundays he and his wife drive out to the country, or go to the
cinema, or see a new play.

That's how life has changed for the working people of Latvia. That's
how Latvia’s fishermen live today.

Great Changes

Nineteen vears ago the Latvian people overthrew the tyrannical rule
of the bourgeoisie and proclaimed the Soviet system. Restoration of the
Soviet system* in Latvia in 1940 was a natural historical development,
prepared by the entire course of Latvia’s social and economic history.

The people themselves achieved this restoration through their long,
hard struggle under the leadership of the working class headed by the
Communist Party.

For twenty years power had been held by a plutocratic clique which
had shamelessly bartered away the interests of the country and its
people. Foreign monopolies seized Latvia’s economy and turned it into
an agrarian and raw materials appendage of the capitalist countries.
No wonder industrial ontput in bourgeois Latvia never reached even
the 1913 level.

After the new system was established in 1940 the Latvian people,
now masters of their own country, energetically set about building a new
life. In each step they took they had the selfless aid and support of the
other Soviet peoples.

The history of the past nineteen years is a history of the great changes
that have taken place in Latvia, the rapid development of the country’s
economy and culture, the rise in the living standards of the working
people.

Within the family of Soviet peoples, where friendship and unity are
anbreakable to a degree hitherto unknown to history, the Latvian people
have been able to display their creative gifts and inexhaustible energy and
have achieved remarkable results.

It took a tremendous amount of effort to restore what had been

% In March, 1917, following on the February democratic anti-tsarist revolu-
tion in Russia, Soviets were set up in various parts of Latvia. The influence
of the Bolsheviks grew apace in the following months, and, following the
1917 October Socialist Revolution, the demand for the establishment of work-
ing class power in Latvia became widespread, despite the presence of German
imperialist troops, who then occupied much of Latvia. In November 1918 the
Germans installed a bourgeois government under Ulmannis, but the Latvian
people refused to recognise if.

In December 1918 they established their own provisional government which
was recognised by the Soviet Government set up in Petrograd after the
October 1917 Revolution. In 1919 the German troops were forced back. Riga
was freed, and on January 13th, 1919, with most of the country cleared of
German troops, the First All-Latvian Congress of Soviets was held, and a
Latvian Soviet Government established. Following the intervention by
2 number of Western powers against the Soviet Union, interventionist
troops also invaded Latvia. On May 22nd, 1919, Riga was captured and placed
under the civil and military control of the interventionists. By January,
1920, after many bitter battles, the revolutionary movement in Latvia was
crushed and bourgeois rule established with foreign assistance. The Latvian
people overthrew this provisional bourgeois rule in 1940, re-established their
Soviel system, and were admitted into the U.S.S.R.—Editor.
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destroyed in the war, industrialise the country, and turn the small farms
into large agricultural units. Difficulties were innumerable, but the
Latvian people determinedly overcame them all.

The high rate of socialist development enabled Latvia to achieve in a
comparatively short time a level of production no branch of Latvian
capitalist economy had ever reached, even in the best years.

Such a rapid rate of development would have been impossible without
the industrial might of the Soviet Union to rely on or the generous
assistance of the fraternal Soviet peoples.

Indusirial Latvia

Fifty years ago Riga’s railway coach-works had been reduced to the
status of a primitive workshop producing nails, horse-shoes and cemetery
railings. Orders for other goods had fallen off more and more as the
years passed.

Finally, the owner of the works sold it to Ford, the American car
manufacturer. The same thing happened to many other of Latvia's in-
dustrial establishments.

All that now belongs to the past.

“After the Baltic republics, had, by the will of their peoples, joined
the fraternal family of the socialist nations of the Soviet Union as
equals among equals, broad prospects for economic and cultural de-
velopment were opened to them. Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia have
made great progress in the post-war period. From the predominantly
agrarian lands which they were under bourgeois rule, these republics
have been turned into industrially developed countries.”™

Total output in Latvia in 1958 was 760 per cent greater than in
1940 and eleven times greater than in 1938, the peak year in capitalist
Latvia. Latvia’s increase in indusirial output for 1958 alone was greater
than her entire industrial output in 1939.

Heavy industry has developed particularly rapidly. In 1957 the total
output of Latvia’s metal-working industry was forty times greater than
in 1940, while output of the engineering industry was 105 times greater.
A modern food industry producing high-grade milk, meat and fish

products has been established in Latvia in the Soviet period.

In output and number of workers employed the milk-processing in-
dustry is the largest branch of the food industry. Since the war Latvia
has been producing more than 75 kinds of milk products, including
processed cheese, condensed milk, and milk powder.

The present development of the Soviet Union’s productive forces and
the outstanding scientific and technical achievements of the U.S.S.R.
have strengthened the might of our country and the whole socialist camp,
and have permitted the Communist Party to draw up a plan for the com-
prehensive building of communism in the Soviet Union.

It is common knowledge that today the Soviet Union holds first place
in Europe and second place in the world in industrial output. In recent

* From a speech by N. S. Khrushchov on June 11th, 1959, delivered at a
Soviet-German friendship rally on the occasion of a visit to Riga of a Party
and Government delegation from the German Democratic Republic.
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years the Soviet Union has overtaken the United States not only in rate
of development but in absolute annual increase in output.

N. 8. Khrushchov’s report to the Twenty-First Congress of the Com-
munist Party emphasised the far-reaching significance of the Seven-Year
Plan as a plan for laying the material and cultural foundation of a
Communist society.

Soviet Latvia will take a tremendous step forward in the coming seven
years. Between 1958 and 1965 some 10,800 million roubles will be invested
in the republic’s economy. This is twice as much as was invested in the
previous seven years.

Total industrial output will increase 65 per cent. Output of the engineer-
ing and metal-working industries will more than double as compared with
the present level. The chemical industry, with capital investments twenty
times greater than in the previous seven years, is scheduled for par-
ticularly rapid development.

Latvia’s factories and mills will produce new types of machinery and
equipment. The car-building works in Riga, for example, is to turn out
electric trains capable of a speed of more than 90 miles an hour. They
will be equipped with automatic devices to drive the trains and regulate
their speed on turns, rises and slopes. By 1965 the works will be pro-
ducing half of the electric-train carriages in the Soviet Union.

This year the bus factory in Riga has begun serial production of bodies
for the eight-passenger “Spriditis” buses, the smallest in the Soviet Union.
These comfortable midget buses, which attain a speed of 50 miles an
hour, can be used for tours and excursions, at medical establishments,
and as express taxis. They can even be converted into goods carriers by
simply turning up the back seats.

The Sarkhana Zvaigene (Red Star) plant has developed a very light
motor scooter of original design. It will be producing 200,000 of these
scooters annually by 1965,

Latvian radio sets are in great demand and have been highly praised
at international exhibitions and fairs. New models include radios with
remote control, automatic tuning and three-speed record players. The
VEF electrical works will soon begin manufacture of combined radio,
TV and automatic record-player sets, and high quality radiograms.

For Latvian industry and agriculture to develop still more rapidly the
republic’s power system must be enlarged. The seven-year plan period
will see the construction of new electric stations and intensified develop-
ment of the peat and gas industries.

The cheap natural gas that will come from Dashava (Western Ukraine)
to Riga via Minsk and Vilnius will be an important factor contributing to
economic progress and improvement in the everyday life of the people.

By 1964-65 Latvia will have 42,000 million cubic feet of gas as against
the 630 million cubic feet produced at present. This will be enough to
satisfy the needs of the population in housing and communal require-
ments, and transfer to gas burning a large number of industrial estab-
lishments in Riga, thereby reducing considerably the amount of coal that
Latvia has to bring in.

By 1965 production of peat briquettes will have increased 16-fold.

Some 350 million roubles are to be invested in the light industry be-
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tween 1959 and 1965. Up to 180 million roubles will be used to enlarge
the existing establishments of the meat and milk industry and to build
new establishments. This is double the amount spent for the same pur-
poses in the preceding seven years.

Latvia’s fishing industry is also slated for rapid development. By the
end of the seven-year period the catch will be at least 210 per cent of the
present take, amounting to 200,000 tons a year.

This increase will be brought about by raising the herring catch in the
North Atlantic and North Sea, working new perch and cod grounds off
the shores of Canada and Greenland, and fishing for sardines off the
coast of Africa and in the South Atlantic.

There will also be an increase in the catch of valuable varieties of fish
like salmon and sea-eels.

When the seven-year plam is completed Soviet Latvia’s industrial out-
put will be more than fourteen times greater tham in 1940 and eighteen
times greater than in 1938, capitalist Latvia’s most prosperous year.

Common Aspirations

As in the other Soviet republics, there is a widespread movement in
Latvia to increase mechanisation and automation.

At each industrial enterprise the workers are making every effort to
raise labour productivity steeply and increase output, and thereby to
accelerate technical progress.

In the course of the first four years of the seven-year period thirty-two
Latvian enterprises will be turned into models of comprehensive mechani-
sation and automation, Their experience will then be followed by other
factories and mills of the same type.

Comprehensive automation and mechanisation are the major factors in
achieving the 50 per cent rise in labour productivity called for by the
seven-year plan. By the end of the seven-year period Latvian industry
will have saved 1,340 million roubles through higher labour productivity
and lower production costs. This sum is sufficient to build 670 five-storey
blocks of flats.

Another way in which money will be saved is by implementing inno-
vation proposals and inventions, which more than 19,000 workers have
offered this year alone. This will lead to a saving of about 1,000 million
roubles during the seven years.

Among the scientists, technicians, writers and actors of the Latvian
Republic who were recently awarded State Prizes is V. Bush of the
VEF electrical works in Riga. He and a group of fellow workers were
given a first prize for original designs of automatic machine tools, semi-
automatic machine tools and automatic lines that yield an annual saving
of 11 million roubles.

Bush is one of the best workers at the VEF factory. In recent years he
has made dozens of suggestions on ways of improving automatisation
in production. Some of them have made work one hundred times more
productive.

No one, however, is left unemployed when machines are introduced
to perform his work. He is given other work that is often more highly
paid.



sapue "bS (00'SE vy P VIALY1

000 k60T uonpmdod

YSS NV INVYOHLIT *°

. yrvdi F—

; S = STUISINIA — ~—

g = |- =
° ° . -.. - - . & =

‘Ll uss wNvinoLST - ¢ —
= L PRS- A -.-. P o w{‘:ﬁcx————_ﬁw—"*








































