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«THE ANGLO-AMERICAN THREAT TO ALBANIA» 
is another book in the series of Comrade Enver Hoxha's 
memoirs from the time of the National Liberation War. 

It reflects events he lived through, his personal 
impressions, and gives conclusions, which provide 
lessons for all periods, drawn from the hostile activity 
carried out openly or behind the scenes, against our 
National Liberation Movement, our people's revolution 
and socialist Albania by the Anglo-American bourgeoisie. 
It brings out clearly the clash between the diabolical 
plans, attempts, manoeuvres and concrete activities of 
Anglo-American imperialism to put Albania under its 
sway, on the one hand, and the vigilance, the blow for 
blow struggle of the Communist Party of Albania and 
its General Secretary, the leader of the Army and the 
National Liberation Front and the whole patriotic Alba­
nian people, Comrade Enver Hoxha, on the other hand, 
to discover, unmask, defeat and destroy the imperialist 
strategy and tactics in regard to Albania. 

These memoirs now being published, were written 
in 1975. 

The book is available in Albanian and several 
foreign languages. 
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I 

A LITTLE HISTORY 

Albania — a token for barter for the «Brit-
ish Lion». Disraeli and Bismarck: «We are not 
interested in a few Albanian cottages.» Zog — 
the «open-door» policy. Chamberlain and the 
fascist occupation of Albania. The anti-fascist 
coalition. Vigilance of the CPA. Intelligence 
Service prepares its contingents for Albania. 
Section D and the SOE. Alarm in London. 
New plans, old aims. 

Both the imper ia l governments of Great 
B r i t a i n of past centuries and its roya l governments 
in recent years have a lways been hosti le to the 
A lban ian people. The Tor ies and the di f ferent 
pol i t ica l currents that kept the Emp i re going, and 
the two parties, the To ry Pa r t y and the Labour 
Party , wh i ch have taken turns in runn ing the 
country more recently, have a lways regarded 
A l ban i a as a token for barter in their countless 
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deals w i t h the other great powers to ma inta in 
the wor ld hegemony of the «Br i t i sh L ion». 

L i ke many other countries, A l ban i a has not 
been recognized by any of those di f ferent B r i t i sh 
governments wh i ch have safeguarded the domi ­
nat ion of Br i t i sh capita l over the peoples and the 
wor ld , as a state and a country wh i ch , through 
innumerable efforts and sacrif ices through the 
centuries, have fought against var ious invaders, 
to be free and sovereign, but on the contrary, the 
inhabitants of this «Land of the Eagles» have been 
considered a savage, barbarous people, w i thout 
culture, at a t ime when, despite the i r smal l n u m ­
bers, these people have been indomitab le and no 
less cultured than the people of Scot land or 
Cornwa l l . 

It took a long t ime before a few publicists, 
some occasional amateur scholar or great poet 
of the romant ic era, such as By ron , spread a l i t t le 
l ight among the B r i t i sh people about A l ban i a and 
the Albanians, about the i r culture, the i r strong 
and generous character, their hospita l i ty and 
kindness towards fr iends, as we l l as about the 
stern, uny ie ld ing f ight ing spir i t in the face of 
many savage enemies wh i ch has a lways characte­
r ized them. 

The enslaving imper ia l ist colonial pol icy of 
B r i t a i n prevai led over many countries and peo­
ples. B r i t a i n engaged in a thousand and one mano-
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euvres to get the riches of the wo r l d into its 
clutches, in order to fatten the lords and the barons 
and bu i ld up the «glory» and power of the Emp i re . 
B r i t a i n encroached on other countries, extending 
its inf luence l i ke a noxious weed. Unde r the cloak 
of science, teams were sent to discover A f r i c a , 
and wherever they went, the B r i t i sh «scientists» 
planted the f lag of J ohn Bu l l , and after them came 
the lords w i t h their soldiers, who put down the 
mut iny of the Sepoys (1) and occupied India, people 
l i ke K i t chener (2 ) , who exterminated the Boers w i t h 
f i re and steel. Indeed L o r d Beaconsf ie ld (Disraeli) 
and Gladstone added the t it le of Empress of Ind ia 
to the other tit les of Queen V i c to r i a . Th is was 
colonial ism, wh i ch p lundered the fabulous riches 
of India, the rubies and emeralds of B u r m a and 
the diamonds of South A f r i c a , looted the gold of 
those countries and enslaved their peoples sp i r i ­
tual ly, economical ly and phys ica l ly . The inhab i ­
tants of the countr ies wh i ch came under its yoke, 
B r i t a i n used as cannon fodder for its own aims. 

In the var ious colonia l wars wh i ch B r i t a i n 
waged against other imper ia l is t powers, i t put the 
Indian detachments, the Benga l Lancers, the 
Afghans and other oppressed peoples in the f ront 

1 National uprising in India (1857-1859) against the Br i t ish 
overlords in which the Indian peasants, craftsmen and espe­
cially soldiers (Sepoys), etc. took part. 

2 H. Kitchener (1850-1916) - Brit ish earl and field-mar­
shal, war minister (1914-1916), savage colonizer of Afr ica. 
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l i ne to deal the f i rst b low for the benefit of their 
masters. A l l these colonial wars were fought so 
that the fields of Eng land could be turned into 
golf courses for the lords, so that the food for the 
B r i t i sh Isles and a l l the r aw mater ia ls for indust ry 
there wou ld come f rom these colonies and the 
ent i re Emp i re on wh i ch , as K i p l i n g , that ardent 
supporter of B r i t i sh expansion and colonia l ism, 
the bard of this Emp i re and author of the 
Jungle Books wrote, «the sun never sets.» The 
l aw of the jungle was appl ied in this empire. 
Eve ry th ing had to serve it. The B r i t i sh bourgeoisie 
even used Darw in ' s scientif ic theory to just i fy 
the monstrous cr imes it commit ted. D is tor t ing this 
theory, i t invented «social Da rw in i sm» to «prove» 
that a bigger and more power fu l people should 
e l iminate or assimilate a smal ler people, hence, it 
supported the react ionary concept that «the b ig 
f i sh eats the small.» 

In such condit ions and w i t h such methods 
B r i t a i n insinuated herself everywhere by means 
of its Intell igence Serv ice (SIS), discovered o i l 
f ields, captured Pers ia and other countries, count­
ered the ambit ions of Czar is t Russia, defended 
the Ottoman Empi re , and when the latter 
t r u l y became «the S ick M a n of the Bosporus», 
col laborated w i t h B ismarck 's Ge rmany at the 
Congress of Be r l i n in 1878, attacked the Peace 

8 



Treaty of San Stefano, jealously guarded the 
strategic positions of the Med i te r ranean such as 
the Dardanel les, Suez and G ibra l ta r , guarded the 
Pers ian Gu l f and made herself the «Queen of 
the Seas», the protagonist of the gunboat pol icy. 
It provoked the «Fashoda inc ident» (1) and many 
other such things. 

When B r i t a i n had become one of the ma in 
colonial powers, when the B r i t i sh dukes were 
wa l low ing in gold and the duchesses could bare ly 
support the weight of the i r d iamond necklaces, 
d iamond rings and d iamond tiaras, wha t impor ­
tance wou ld they give to A l ban i a and its heroic 
struggle for f reedom and independence? 

At every cruc ia l moment of our history, and 
especially when the A l ban i an people were f ight ing 
heroical ly, arms in hand, against the Ot toman 
Empire , B r i t a i n a lways took the side of Turkey . 
At the Congress of Ber l i n , the P r ime Min i s te r of 
B r i ta in , Queen V ic tor ia ' s favourite, L o r d Beacons-
f ie ld, who, when he returned to London f rom 
Ber l i n , made the pompous declarat ion that he had 
brought «peace w i t h honour», and the Chance l lor 
of Germany, P r ince B ismarck , the founder of 

1 In September 1898, the Br i t ish army, aiming to occupy 
the whole of the Ni le Valley, threatened the French army at 
Fashoda, the Sudan, and demanded its immediate evacuation of 
that inhabited centre. In March 1899, the Br i t ish and French 
governments reached agreement that Br i ta in would hold the 
Ni le Val ley and France the western regions of the Sudan. 
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the Second Reich, d id not even deign to l isten to 
the A lban ian delegation wh i ch the A l ban i an Lea ­
gue of P r i z ren (1) had sent to Be r l i n to demand and 
defend the rights of our people. At those d i f f i cu l t 
moments, when our long-suffer ing people had 
taken up arms in the insurrect ion against the 
Tu rks and the Serb ian chauvin ist running-dogs 
in the service of imperial ists, to oppose the par t i ­
t ioning of our Home land amongst the Serbs, 
Montenegrins, Tu rks and others, to w i n their 
autonomy, B i smarck and Disrae l i d isda infu l ly told 
our glorious forebears: «We are not interested in 
a few A lban ian cottages.» 

Later the delegates of our people, Ismai l 
Qemal i and Isa Bo let in i , went to London and 
demanded of the Fore ign Secretary, Edwa rd 
Grey, that A lban i a should be defended. «We shal l 
not a l low you to part i t ion A lban ia .» our great 
diplomat Ismai l Qemal i to ld h im. «We shal l take 
up arms and fight, as we have a lways done.» The 
Br i t i sh minister turned a deaf ear. 

1 On the eve of the Congress of Ber l in, wh ich was to revise 
the decisions of the Treaty of San Stefano, delegates from al l 
the Albanian regions gathered in the town of Pr izren on June 
10, 1878, and decided to form a polit ical and mil itary union 
which took the name «The A lbanian League of Prizren» and 
fought for self-government, national unity and for the defence 
of the territorial integrity of A lbania which was threatened by 
the chauvinist ambitions of the neighbouring states. 
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Later at Versai l les, L l o yd George w i t h his 
henchmen, act ing l i ke his predecessors in London, 
part i t ioned A l ban i a and so, our parents were, as 
always, obl iged to take up arms to f ight the 
invaders of our country. A f t e r the F i r s t Wo r l d 
War, too, the B r i t i sh took the lead in in t r igu ing 
against our country, medd l ing in our af fa i rs and 
in f i l t ra t ing the spies of their Intel l igence Service 
into A l ban i a . They were unable to change the 
direct ion of the V l o r a upr is ing in 1920 wh i ch 
drove the Ita l ian occupation troops into the sea. 

The B r i t i sh Intel l igence Service, together 
w i t h Eyres, the min ister o f Great B r i t a i n in A l b a ­
nia, d id everyth ing in its power to weaken the 
Democrat ic Government of F a n No l i in 1924 and 
to secure f r om it the concession over the oi l at 
Patos, A rden i ca and elsewhere. 

The se l f -proc la imed K i n g of the A lbanians, 
Ahmet Zog, who came to power w i t h the a id of 
imperial ists, pursued an «open-door» pol icy w i t h 
Great B r i t a i n and the Un i t ed States of Amer i ca , 
as w i t h many other countries, and signed treaties 
and agreements w i t h them. The aims of these two 
imperia l ist states were to get possession of our 
coastline wh i ch dominates the Stra ights of Otranto, 
to t ransform A l ban i a into a br idgehead for pene­
trat ion into the Ba lkans, to exploit our natura l 
riches, etc. Zog granted these states «most fav­
oured nat ion» status, and this great ly faci l i tated the 
penetrat ion of the i r capita l into A lban ia . He went 
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even fur ther in this d i rect ion by grant ing the 
Ang lo -Pers ian O i l Company almost a complete 
monopoly for the explo i tat ion of o i l in A l ban i a 
and concluding a prov is iona l trade agreement w i t h 
Br i ta in , wh i ch in 1931 was replaced w i t h a nav i ­
gation and commerc ia l treaty on the basis of 
«reciprocity» and the «most favoured nat ion» 
clause. As to what rec iproc i ty this impl ied, i t is 
suff ic ient to ment ion that in 1932, A l ban i a impor t ­
ed f rom B r i t a i n goods to a value of 1,586,200 gold 
francs and exported goods wo r t h a sum of only 
6,665 gold francs to B r i t a i n . The B r i t i sh min i s te r 
in A lban ia , S i r Robert Hodgson, who became 
Zog's int imate adviser in the 30's, fa i th fu l l y 
carr ied out the an t i -A lban ian pol icy of his govern­
ment. Through its officers, Percy, S t i r l ing , H i l l , 
Cr ipps and others seconded to Zog, B r i t i sh impe­
r ia l i sm, together w i t h Zog, kept the club, the p r i ­
son and the hangman's noose ready to suppress 
any movement of the A l ban i an people. W i t h the 
aid of its fr iends, as we l l as through the in terven­
t ion of the Br i t i sh , when they reached agreement 
w i th the Ital ians over the d iv is ion of the i r spheres 
of inf luence, Mussol in i ' s Italy secured the conces­
sion over the A lban ian oi l wh i ch was in the hands 
of the Ang lo -Pers ian O i l Company. 

A s imi lar s ituat ion existed in Zog's relat ions 
w i t h the Un i ted States of Ame r i c a also. He gave 
legislat ive endorsement to the letter sent by the 
A l ban i an government in June 1922 to the govern-
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ment o f the U S A through wh i ch the U S A was 
granted «most favoured nat ion» status, hence in 
practice was g iven the keys to A l ban i a . Th is was 
one of the most disgraceful documents, one of the 
most dangerous to the independence of our 
country. Fo r its part, the U S A never granted 
A l ban i a «most favoured nat ion» rights. S i x 
months after coming to power, Zog leased 51,000 
hectares of land to the Standard O i l Company 
of N e w Y o r k for two years, for 30,000 dol lars 
and reduced customs tar i f fs on Amer i c an imports. 

Apa r t f rom this, Zog also opened the doors 
to agents of the Amer i c an espionage service who 
came as missionaries, l i ke Kennedy , as ph i l an ­
thropists and educators, l i ke E r i k son and Ha r r y 
Fu l tz . The latter became director of the Technica l 
School in T i rana and was an important cadre in 
the Amer i can intel l igence service. A l l these people 
and others not on ly gathered in format ion, but as 
was proved later w i t h the sabotage in Ma l i q and 
Kuçova (today S ta l in C i ty) , and the t r i a l of the 
tra i tor deputies, etc., they had prepared thei r 
agents who wou ld wo rk in the future, openly or 
under cover, against the A l ban i an people and the 
people's state power wh i c h they wou ld set up. 

The Ang l o -Amer i c an imperial ists, those 
savage and determined enemies of the A l ban i an 
people, have a lways used our country as a means 
of exchange in the i r internat iona l transactions. 
When the despotic br igand, Zog, was in power, 
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they tr ied to make A l ban i a d i rect ly dependent on 
them, pol i t ical ly, economical ly and mi l i ta r i l y , but 
ran up against the compet i t ion of other capital ist 
countries, especially fascist Italy. In the 30's, 
because of the general crisis in the capital ist wo r l d 
and the div is ion of the spheres of inf luence 
amongst the great imper ia l is t powers, and espe­
c ia l ly as a result of the massive penetrat ion of 
Ital ian capital into A lban ia , the economic l i nks 
of A lban i a w i t h Great B r i t a i n and the Un i t ed 
States were weakened. Zog became a direct tool 
of Ital ian fascism and threw the doors w ide open 
for its colonizat ion of A l ban i a wh i ch led later 
to its occupation. However , t ime was to prove 
that the Ang lo -Amer i cans never re l inquished the i r 
own ambit ions towards our country, a l though they 
al lowed Italy to operate freely in A lban ia , na tu ­
ra l ly for def inite aims. 

Nevertheless, the Br i t i sh government was 
pleased to see that Zog was becoming a lackey 
and agent of Musso l in i . B r i t a i n wanted Italy to 
occupy A lban ia , because it p lanned to set I ta l ian 
fascism and German nazism, wh i ch i t was f inanc­
ing, l i ke dogs to attack the Soviet Un i on . 

Proof that this p lan existed can be seen in 
the indi f ferent att itude of Chamber la in when 
Mussol in i ' s Italy attacked our country on A p r i l 
7, 1939. Chamber la in , who knew in advance wha t 
was going to occur, went f i sh ing that day. Th is 
was the same Chamber la in who had approved the 
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«Anschluss», who had signed the Mun i c h Agree­
ment sel l ing out Czechoslovakia, and f ina l l y 
handed over the keys of the defence of the Emp i re 
to Church i l l . 

The statement wh i c h the B r i t i sh pr ime 
min ister made in the House of Commons on A p r i l 
6, that Great B r i t a i n had «no direct interests» in 
A lban ia , gave Musso l in i a free hand to car ry out 
his plans towards our country. Th i s stand by 
B r i t a i n was greatly in favour of Italy because it 
gave legal sanction to its special interests in 
A lban ia . 

On the day of the invasion of A l ban i a by the 
Ital ian blackshirts, Musso l in i sent a te legram to 
his colleague in B r i t a in , Chamber la in , in wh i ch 
he wrote that the events in connect ion w i t h A l b a ­
nia wou ld not affect relat ions between the i r two 
countries and wou ld have no repercussions on the 
status quo in Europe and the wor l d . Th is occurred 
one year after the t ime when, in the context of 
their imperia l ist r i va l ry , w i t h wa r imminent , an 
agreement had been signed between Great B r i t a i n 
and Italy on the maintenance of the status quo 
in the Medi ter ranean. Bu t what was the wo r th 
of such an agreement between imper ia l is t wolves! 
History provides many examples wh i ch show that 
agreements and treaties between imper ia l is t 
powers are expedients, compromises to reconci le 
them for a certain t ime, but wh i ch are vio lated as 
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soon as the s i tuat ion changes and other interests 
dictate. 

Immediate ly after the aggression against 
A lban ia , the B r i t i sh government made a deal w i t h 
Italy to the detr iment of the A l ban i an people. In 
return for the w i t hd rawa l of I ta l ian troops f r om 
Spa in and a guarantee of the independence of 
Greece, Great B r i t a i n recognized the fascist occu­
pation of A lban ia . 

It is unnecessary to dwe l l at length on how 
the Second Wo r l d W a r developed, but I th ink it 
necessary to ment ion certa in key moments to give 
a better understanding of the act iv i ty of the 
Br i t i sh missions in A l ban i a at the t ime of the 
Nat iona l L iberat ion War . 

It is k nown that the efforts of B r i t a i n under 
Chamber la in and France under Da lad ier al legedly 
to appease H i t l e r and reduce his appetite for 
« l iv ing space» were in va in . The M u n i c h Confe­
rence and the worthless document that emerged 
f r om it, wh i ch Chamber la in waved before the 
B r i t i sh people when he came off the a i rcraf t as 
an «historic document» wh i ch al legedly meant 
«peace in our time», was noth ing but the wh i te 
f lag of surrender wh i ch B r i t a i n waved before the 
naz i aggressor. 

The hopes of the B r i t i sh and F rench bour­
geoisie were that the H i t le r i te wa r machine wou ld 
be turned against the Soviet Un i on and they d id 
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everyth ing in the i r power to urge H i t l e r in this 
direct ion. 

B r i t a i n intended to k i l l two b i rds w i t h one 
stone: both the Soviet Un i on and the Th i r d Re ich . 
However, things d id not t u rn out as London 
intended. 

Bourgeois F rance refused the demand of the 
Soviet Un i on that Czechos lovakia should be defen­
ded w i t h arms according to the exist ing treaties. 
Faced w i t h the threat of H i t le r i te Germany , S ta l in 
proposed to B r i t a i n and France that they should 
fo rm a jo int front, but these two capital ist powers 
scorned this proposal, w h i c h could have saved 
the situation, because, as I pointed out above, they 
hoped that H i t l e r wou ld attack the Soviet Un i on . 
This being the case, the Soviet U n i o n signed a 
non-aggression pact w i t h Ge rmany . Th i s was a 
necessary pact wh i ch gave i t t ime to make fur ther 
preparations for defence. 

H i t ler ' s wa r took a d i rect ion di f ferent f r om 
what the B r i t i sh and F rench imper ia l ists in tend­
ed, because, after the attack on Po land and its 
occupation, he turned on F rance wh i c h capitulated 
almost w i thout f ight. Ge rmany was prepar ing to 
attack B r i t a in , too, wh i ch remained alone in the 
war against H i t le r i te Germany . The latter sized up 
its strength, especial ly its a i r and nava l forces, 
and v io lat ing the non-aggression pact, turned and 
launched a fur ious and perf id ious attack on the 
land of the Soviets. 
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Unde r the condit ions in wh i c h H i t le r i te 
Ge rmany was gett ing a l l the capital ist countr ies of 
Europe into its clutches and the B r i t i sh Isles 
themselves were under imminent threat, when the 
B r i t i sh colonies and the Ame r i c an possessions in 
the Pac i f i c were fa l l ing one after another into 
the hands of mi l i tar is t Japan , for fear of the 
dangerous proport ions wh i c h the H i t le r i te «b l i t z -
kr ieg» had assumed, for fear that i f the Soviet 
Un ion were defeated, too, Ge rmany wou ld emerge 
more power fu l and i t wou ld become even more 
d i f f icu l t to w i ths tand its attacks, the imper ia l is t 
chiefs considered that the need had ar isen to 
balance forces, therefore, B r i t a i n and later the 
Un i ted States of Amer i ca , were obl iged to t u r n 
to the Soviet Un ion for a common f ight against 
fascism, but seriously this t ime. In this way, the 
anti-fascist Ang lo -Sov ie t -Amer i can Coa l i t ion was 
created against the naz i plague, wh i ch attacked 
and occupied Yugos lav ia and Greece as we l l . 
Meanwh i l e the A l ban i an people had r isen to f ight 
fascist Italy wh i ch had already attacked and oc­
cupied our country. 

In their Ant i - fasc ist Nat iona l L ibera t ion W a r 
the A lban i an people were not alone. L i ned up 
beside them now were the Soviet Un ion , headed 
by Sta l in , in the f i rst place, and a l l the peoples 
of the wor l d who were f ight ing fascism, inc lud ing 
the B r i t i sh and Amer i can peoples. We were pa r t i -
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cipants in the great Ant i - fasc is t Coa l i t ion, in the 
al l iance between the Soviet Un ion , the Un i t ed 
States of Amer i c a and Great B r i t a i n . We had to 
consider this al l iance usefu l and necessary, and 
support it for the destruct ion of the naz i beast, 
and therefore we expla ined its importance to the 
Par ty and the people. 

In our assessment of this al l iance we had to 
be neither sectarian nor l ibera l , but wh i l e consider­
ing it f ru i t fu l in the context of the f ight against 
nazism, i t was necessary that we should never 
forget what the governments of the Un i t ed States 
of Amer i ca and Great B r i t a i n represented for our 
people, that we should never forget their savage 
nature as capital ists and colonial ist oppressors, 
that we should never forget the countless wounds 
they had inf l ic ted on the body of our Home land . 
We had to put our trust in our Par ty , our people, 
our rif les, in the Soviet Un i on and Sta l in . We had 
to f ight to w i n our f reedom w i t h sacri f ice and 
bloodshed, and we must never a l low fore ign en­
emies to gamble w i t h the fate of our country and 
our people as in the past. 

In one of his speeches Chu r ch i l l launched the 
slogan: «Set Europe ablaze.» In launch ing this 
slogan, he had two a ims: f irst, Ge rman fascism 
was to be fought by the peoples, «assisted» w i t h 
arms and mi l i t a ry missions, and second, these 
missions, wherever they were sent, were to orga-
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nize pro-Br i t i sh react ion and f ight the communist 
part ies and the nat ional l iberat ion fronts wh i ch 
were led by these parties. In other words, wh i l e 
he declared «Set Europe ablaze», his rea l a im was 
to ext inguish the f i re that had been k ind led and 
ensure that the missions sent everywhere achieve 
those objectives wh i ch the W a r Off ice, the Fore ign 
Off ice and the Intel l igence Serv ice dictated to 
them. He wanted the peoples and the c ommun ­
ists to be weakened by the wa r and react ion to 
emerge f r om it strong, hence, the f ig was to r ipen 
and fa l l into the mouth of the Br i t i sh . 

The reader w i l l a l low me to present a very 
short h istory of the plans wh i ch were concocted 
in London against our Nat iona l L ibera t ion W a r 
before the Br i t i sh missions came to A l ban i a . 

In October 1939, w i t h the a im of secur ing 
f i rs t -hand in format ion about the s i tuat ion in our 
country, the B r i t i sh government appointed a con­
sul-general based in Durrës. However , London 
was not content w i t h this act alone wh i ch , in fact, 
was recognit ion of the new status of A l ban i a . In 
the spr ing of 1940, it asked the people of its secret 
in format ion service in Belgrade to prepare a report 
about the development of events in A l ban i a and 
ordered the creation of an off ice for A l ban i a 
under Sect ion D . J u l i an Ame ry , who up t i l l 
that t ime had been press and propaganda secret­
a r y i n the B r i t i sh Legat ion i n Yugos lav ia , was 
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charged w i t h this task. He prepared this report 
w i t h the help of Gan i and Seit K r y e z i u , degener­
ate elements of the feudal K r y e z i u f am i l y of 
Kosova, inveterate spies who had f requent ly 
changed the i r bosses and now placed t hem­
selves in the service of the B r i t i sh . 

S im i l a r sections for A l ban i a were establ ished 
in A thens w i t h the long- term B r i t i sh agent, Mr s . 
Has luck as adviser, and in Cai ro, attached to the 
A l l i ed Headquarters, w i t h Ma j o r Cr ipps, a former 
instructor of Zog's gendarmerie, as its chief. Thus, 
the B r i t i sh Intel l igence Service created its network 
al l around A l ban i a and was prepar ing to send its 
agents here. The off ice for A l ban i a , Sect ion D, 
made direct contact w i t h var ious elements, A l b a ­
n ian emigrants, old «fr iends» of B r i t a i n , «monarch­
ists», «republ icans», « l ibera l intel lectuals», etc. 
who l ived in Yugos lav ia , gathered them round 
itself and created a k i n d of organizat ion, the so-
called «Un i ted F ron t» w i t h a l l these elements who 
dreamed of a repet i t ion of 1924, when externa l 
and internal react ion organized Zog's re turn to 
A lban ia . 

At this t ime, after hav ing s lunk f r om one 
capital of Europe to another, l i ke a thief w i t h 
his stolen gold, Zog ar r i ved in London w i t h a l l 
his suite. The B r i t i sh government regarded h im 
as a valueless card, because he had been discredit­
ed, d id not enjoy the sympathy of the A l ban i an 
people and had no party in support of h im in the 
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country. Its consul-general in Dur rës had informed 
it of this fact. Therefore, it wanted to expe l 
Zog f rom Br i ta in , but sensing the danger, Zog 
in formed the B r i t i sh government that i t was his 
intent ion to place himself at the head of the A l b a ­
nians abroad in the service of the a l l ied mi l i t a ry 
plans. A f t e r this, the Fore ign Of f ice changed its 
m ind . I t a l lowed h i m to stay in Eng land on cond i ­
t ion that he d id not engage in pol i t ica l act iv i ty 
wi thout its permission. Poss ib ly the chests of gold 
wh i ch Zog had w i t h h i m may have p layed their 
part in this change of m i nd in the Fore ign Off ice. 
In any case, the B r i t i sh government reserved the 
r ight to use Zog as a card to be p layed if some 
favourable opportuni ty presented itself. It con­
sidered that Zog might serve as a f igure round 
whom to gather var ious elements to be used for 
its own interests i f Ge rman naz ism were defeated 
and favourable condit ions created as in the past. 

Fo r the t ime being, however, the B r i t i sh could 
not use h im. They had to work under cover w i t h 
someone else to reach the point where he could 
be used. Apa r t f r om the Kryez ius , the B r i t i sh had 
their eyes on Abaz K u p i , who was «against» the 
Ital ians and pro-Zog, as a suitable person w i t h 
w h o m to manoeuvre. To th is end, London or­
dered Sect ion D in Belgrade, wh i c h was now 
cal led the Specia l Operat ions Execut ive (SOE), to 
make contact w i t h h im. A m e r y went to Istanbul 
and together w i t h St i r l ing , another former instruc-
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tor of Zog's gendarmerie, who was now operat ing 
in Turkey, met Aba z K u p i . A f t e r a l i t t le barga in­
ing, A m e r y left w i t h h im for Yugos lav ia whence, 
w i th many other «patriots» and «pol it ic ians», 
Abaz K u p i was to be smuggled into A l ban i a in 
order to organize Zog's fo rmer officers, bajrak-
tars* and others, in the «war against the occup­
iers»! 

Meanwh i l e Zog, a f ra id that he might be 
expelled, and not being in formed of the plans 
wh ich were being hatched up, proposed to London, 
as a proof of his loya l ty to the allies, that he 
should open a f ight ing front f r om Salonica, at 
the head of the A lban ians who were in Istanbul. 
A f r a i d of a pol i t ica l confrontat ion w i t h Greece, 
the Br i t i sh government sought the approva l of 
the Greek government. The Greek pr ime m in i s ­
ter Metaxas refused and torpedoed Zog's p lan. 
Thus, Zog, that servi le lackey of Great B r i t a in , 
remained « in cold storage». 

In the S O E of Belgrade matters were proceed­
ing more rap id ly than before. M a n y elements had 
been gathered around it, inc lud ing, apart f r om the 
K r ye z i u brothers and Aba z K u p i , Muha r r em 
Baj raktar i , X h e m a l He r r i and others. Most of them 
were supporters of Zog. One f ine day even the 
«communist» Musta fa G j i n i sh i tu rned up at the 
SOE and his presence was a matter of great rejoic-

* Clan chiefs (Alb.). 
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i ng for the Br i t i sh . Oak l ey -H i l l , who for eight 
years on end had been in A l b an i a as organizer of 
Zog's gendarmerie, was now runn ing the off ice for 
A l ban i a under the S O E in Belgrade. 

Consider ing the s i tuat ion suitable for opera­
tions i n A lban ia , H i l l entered A l ban i a i n A p r i l 
1941, at the head of a smal l force comprised of 
elements wh i ch he had gathered together and 
f inanced. A l l th is was done al legedly to save 
A l ban i a f r om the Ita l ian fascists, but, in fact, 
was a imed to create the condit ions in wh i ch our 
country wou ld enter the sphere of B r i t i sh i n f l u ­
ence in the future and to avo id the creat ion of 
any other resistance centre outside B r i t i sh control , 
wh i ch might f ight the occupiers and e l iminate the 
inf luence of Great B r i t a i n . However , in the d i f f i ­
cult s i tuat ion wh i ch was created, especial ly w i t h 
the Ge rman invas ion of Yugos lav ia , the a rmy of 
wh i ch resisted no more than a week, the p lan of 
L t . -Co l . H i l l was foi led. Th i s compel led h im to 
gather together the heads of the smal l force w i t h 
wh i ch he had entered A l ban i a for the last t ime 
in Tropoja and charge each of them w i t h a special 
task: Gan i K r y e z i u was to operate in Kosova, Aba z 
K u p i was to go to K r u j a , close to the government 
in T i rana, wh i le Mus ta fa G j i n i sh i was to enter 
the ranks of the A l ban i an communist leaders. Fo r 
the t ime being, their task was to f ight under the 
disguise of «ardent patr iot ism», and as soon as 

24 



the condit ions were ripe, they were to come out 
in the open l ike snails after a shower. 

Wh i l e these «patriots», each w i t h a bag of 
gold sovereigns, dispersed w i t h i n A lban ia , the 
Br i t i sh off icer returned to Belgrade where he 
surrendered «with honour» to the Germans and, 
through the mediat ion of the Ame r i c an legat ion 
in Yugos lav ia , a l i t t le wh i l e later returned safe 
and sound to London. 

The resistance and armed struggle of our peo­
ple against the fascist occupiers, wh i ch began on 
A p r i l 7, 1939, cont inued un inter rupted ly and was 
further extended and strengthened, especial ly after 
the format ion of the Communis t Pa r t y of A l ban i a 
on November 8, 1941. A f t e r this histor ic date, the 
f ight of the A l ban i an people entered a new phase, 
in wh i ch i t was f iercer, we l l organized and becom­
ing devastating for the occupiers, quis l ings and 
traitors. Th is aroused concern in the bourgeois 
wor ld . 

Du r i ng 1942 the Fore ign Of f ice displayed 
greater interest in the A l ban i an question. It had 
heard that the Communis t Pa r t y of A l ban i a had 
been formed. At the end of 1942, its interest turned 
to a larm, especial ly when it received the news 
that the Communis t Pa r t y of A l b an i a had orga­
nized the Conference of Peza, was leading the 
Nat ional L ibera t ion F ron t and that the Nat iona l 
L iberat ion Movement was assuming w ide propor­
tions. A n d a l l these things had occurred after 
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Church i l l ' s statement that «His Majesty 's Gove rn ­
ment, have the cause of A l b an i a very much at 
heart». The a la rm was sounded. The S O E in Is­
tanbu l proposed that an A l b an i an government 
should be created w i t h the a id of the B r i t i s h ; the 
S O E insisted that Gan i Bey K r y e z i u and Mehmet 
Kon i ca should be inc luded in this government. A 
letter was sent to M uha r r em Ba j r ak ta r i through 
M iha j lov i c , w i t h w h o m he col laborated, in wh i ch 
he was told, «It is up to you to lead the war,» 
and he was assured that Zog was not going to 
re turn to A lban ia . 

Events were mov ing rap id ly . In November 
1942 the all ies landed in No r t h A f r i c a . On Decem­
ber 17, the B r i t i sh fore ign secretary made a state­
ment in the House of Commons, wh i ch had been 
approved by the W a r Cabinet at the beginn ing of 
December, in wh i ch he spoke of the «desire» of 
the Br i t i sh government that A l ban i a should be 
l iberated, its independence re-establ ished and the 
question of its borders examined at the Peace 
Conference. The Soviet government also made a 
statement in wh i ch it expressed its sincere desire 
for the l iberat ion of A l ban i a and the re-establ ish­
ment of its independence and spoke in terms of 
admira t ion about our f ight against the occupiers. 
The government of the U S A also made a state­
ment on this question. Undoubted ly these state­
ments were mora l -po l i t i ca l support for our Nat io -
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nal L iberat ion War , promised the independence 
of the country when the wa r was over and helped 
to strengthen the internat iona l posit ion of A l ban i a 
at a t ime when a l l the peoples had r isen to their 
feet to f ight fascism and naz ism. 

The revo lut ionary s i tuat ion in A l ban i a 
aroused debates among the circles in London 

wh i ch were invo lved w i t h A l ban i a . However , their 
hearts were warmed and their hopes raised by the 
fact that their fr iends, Aba z K u p i and Musta fa 
Gj in i sh i , had managed, in the meant ime, to enter 
the Nat iona l L ibera t ion Front , wh i le outside this 
Front, and as a counter-weight to it, an organ i ­
zation had been created wh i ch cal led itself the 
Ba l l i Kombëtar , at the head of wh i ch were people 
known to the B r i t i sh Intel l igence Serv ice — feudal 
lords, big landowners and merchants, bajraktars, 
bourgeois intel lectuals, senior c lergy and other 
sworn enemies of the communists. 

In these circumstances, B r i t a i n decided to 
dispatch its m i l i t a ry missions to A lban ia . The i r 
purpose wou ld be to sound out the s ituat ion on 
the spot, to give their centre accurate in format ion 
about wh i ch way the w i nd was b lowing, to learn 
what the Nat iona l L ibera t ion Movement real ly 
was, to establ ish l inks w i t h the Ba l l i Kombëtar , 
to assist the «fr iends» sent in by the SOE , and 
most important, to do thei r utmost to ensure, 
under the disguise of «aid», that the people's 
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revo lut ion wou ld fa i l , both in A l ban i a and every ­
where else. 

These were the ma in aims w i t h wh i ch the 
B r i t i sh missions were sent to A lban ia , some of 
them through Greece and others by air . 

In these reminiscences of mine I am revea l ing 
precisely the underhand struggle wh i ch these mis­
sions waged, a l though they had no success, be­
cause our Pa r t y and people fo i led the i r every a c ­
t ion and plan. We could not a l low the b i t te r 
history of the past to be repeated, and it was not 
repeated. 

Ou r Pa r t y and people defeated the I ta l ian 
fascists and the Ge rman nazis w i t h the r i f le, w h i l e 
defeating Ang l o -Amer i c an imper ia l i sm w i t h 
heroic resistance and resolute and inte l l igent 
diplomacy, wh i ch was inspired by M a r x i s m -
Len in i sm and based on the great experience of the 
people and their great leaders through the ages. 
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II 

AN UNINVITED MILITARY MISSION 

Extension of our National Liberation Move­
ment. Manoeuvres of reaction. The first British 
military mission in Albania — McLean. The 
partisan zones are not inns with open doors. 
Empty promises. The «trips» of British officers 
— seeking «friends». Reaction enlivened. 
McLean's urgent request for a meeting — «a 
general will come to head the mission.» «Where 
is your centre, Major?» Measures to paralyze the 
diabolical plans of the British War Office. 

The Pa r t y and the A l ban i an people were 
waging not only a f ierce wa r against the Ita l ian 
occupiers and the quisl ings, but also a sharp po l i ­
t ical struggle against the Ba l l i Kombëtar . A l l over 
the country part isan çetas and battal ions had been 
created and were at tack ing the Ita l ian a rmy on the 
roads, in the barracks and everywhere. The par­
tisans were a rm ing themselves in the course of the 
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f ight by d isarming the gendarmes in the qu is l ing 
posts everywhere. O u r w a r had developed beyond 
the phase of guerr i l la actions in the cities, a l though 
these never ceased even when the armed struggle 
in the mountains assumed major proport ions w i t h 
çetas and battal ions. Ou r Pa r t y was growing, ex­
tending in the m i l i t a ry un i ts and among the v i ­
llages, where its cells and the nat ional l iberat ion 
councils were being created. The wo rk of p ro­
paganda for the wa r against the occupiers as­
sumed broad proport ions. The c i ty and v i l l age 
youth were f i l l i ng the ranks of the part isan f ight ­
ing units. Who le zones had been l iberated, the 
people of these zones pa id taxes to nobody, and 
tithes were abol ished. In the l iberated zones the 
land belonging to the quis l ings and traitors was 
made avai lable free for the peasants who wanted 
to t i l l it. 

The Ital ian enemy made great efforts to 
suppress the Nat iona l L iberat ion Movement in ou r 
country, especially by sp l i t t ing it. To this end the 
Ita l ian fascists began to col laborate more in ten ­
sively w i t h the Ba l l i Kombëtar . In Feb rua ry 1943, 
Musa K ran ja , one of the heads of the Ba l l i K o m -
bëtar in the Ko r ça region, on the instruct ions of 
Fas l l i F rashër i and S tav r i Skënd i , accompanied 
the Ita l ian off icer Ange lo de Mateis, in mak i ng 
contact w i t h Safet Bu t k a to ensure that he co l la -
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borated w i t h the occupiers against the Nat iona l 
L iberat ion Movement . One month later, the com­
mander- in-chief of the Ita l ian troops in A lban ia , 
Dalmazzo, together w i t h A l i K ë l c y r a signed the 
notorious «Da lmazzo-Kë lcyra» protocol in wh i ch 
the Ba l l i Kombë ta r promised the occupiers that 
it wou ld exert a l l its inf luence to prevent acts of 
sabotage and attacks upon them. They of the 
Ba l l i Kombë ta r acted in the same way w i t h the 
Germans, too. It was M i t ha t F rashër i who «on 
behalf of the Cen t ra l Commit tee of the Ba l l i 
Kombëtar signed the c i rcu lar wh i ch said among 
other things: «Since the most urgent need of our 
country today is for order and discipl ine, a l l the 
committees, commands and çetas of the Ba l l i 
Kombëtar are ordered to cancel any operat ion 
against the Ge rman forces.» There are many 
such documents wh i c h speak of the «patr iot ism» 
of the chiefs of the Ba l l i Kombëtar , but this 
is not the place to dwe l l on them at length. 

At the end of A p r i l 1943, the Pa r t y C o m ­
mittee of G j i rokas t ra region in formed me that 
a group of B r i t i sh m i l i t a ry men headed by a 
certain Ma jo r B i l l McLean , equipped w i t h arms 
and radio, had entered our l iberated zones f r om 
across the Greek border, c la im ing that they were 
an off ic ia l m i l i t a ry miss ion sent to the A l ban i an 
partisans f rom the Headquarters of the A l l i e d 
Mediterranean Forces, based in Ca i ro . 
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I instructed the comrades of the Pa r t y C o m ­
mittee of G j i rokas t ra region to ho ld the Br i t i sh , 
who had come f r om Greece, in Zagor ia and to f i nd 
out in detai l who they were, what they cal led 
themselves (proving their ident i ty w i t h of f ic ia l 
documents), where they came f rom, who led them, 
what was their real task, etc. 

I instructed the comrades: «You must in ter ­
rogate them proper ly, so that they thoroughly 
understand that it is not so easy to enter the par ­
t isan zones, because they are not inns w i t h open 
doors, therefore, in order to move w i t h i n them, 
they must have special permits f r om the Par t i san 
Genera l Command.» I to ld the comrades, « You 
must do a l l these things so that the B r i t i sh see 
r ight now that we are not going to permit them 
to do whatever they want . Behave very correct ly 
w i t h them and see that they are fed i f they don't 
have thei r own food. Do not accept money for the 
food if they attempt to pay you.» 

The comrades d id as they were instructed. 
A f t e r the group of B r i t i sh a rmymen, b locked by 
the partisans in a zone of G j i rokas t ra , saw that 
this country had a master, on M a y 1, 1943 they 
were obl iged to send a letter signed by B i l l 
M c L ean to the supreme author i ty of the Nat iona l 
L iberat ion W a r in A l ban i a — the Genera l Counc i l , 
in wh ich , after saying that he had been sent f r om 
his Headquarters in Ca i ro as senior l ia ison off icer 
to establish contact w i t h the resistance movement 
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in A lban ia , he wrote: «I very much want to meet 
your Counc i l as qu i ck l y as possible and receive 
informat ion to transmit to Ca i ro so that supplies 
can be sent to you f r om there. Y o u r movement w i l l 
be suppl ied w i t h mater ia ls f r om Cai ro. We shal l 
discuss matters of importance. My desire is to 
enter into the centre of A lban ia .» Apparent ly , 
SOE, w i t h its centre in Cairo, had found the dis­
guise to get into A l ban i a : the dispatch of its agents 
as representatives of the Headquarters of the 
A l l i ed Med i ter ranean Forces, whose a im was to 
enter «into the centre of A lban ia» in order to make 
contact w i t h its old agents, to extend their ranks 
w i th new ones, to receive in format ion f r om them, 
and set them new tasks, and to organize a move­
ment in A l ban i a under the direct ion and contro l 
of B r i t i sh missions, in the interests of the pol icy 
and strategic plans of Great B r i t a i n . 

In our rep ly we to ld them that we agreed that 
such a miss ion should come to the Nat iona l L i be r ­
ation Genera l Counc i l , but we could not accept 
it in the centre of A l ban i a in part icular, i f i t were 
not prov ided w i t h proper of f ic ia l documents f rom 
the Headquarters of the A l l i e d Med i ter ranean 
Forces. 

The members of McLean ' s miss ion remained 
there un t i l they were prov ided by their Head­
quarters w i t h documents as of f ic ia l representa­
tives. On our orders, in June the comrades in 
Gj i rokast ra sent them to us in Lab inot w i t h strict 
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security measures so that noth ing could occur on 
the way. They a r r i ved exhausted f r om the t r ip . I 
received them the next day. McLean , who pre­
sented himself as the chief of the mission, seemed 
quite young, no more than 30 years of age, s l im, 
not short, rather ta l l , w i t h ve ry regu lar features, 
and a cold, intel l igent, c lean-shaven face. He 
was fa i r -ha i red, w i t h intel l igent blue eyes, w i t h 
the look of a savage cat about them. As we learned 
later, M c L e a n was of the Scots Greys Reg iment 
and was a t ra ined agent who had served in the 
colonial wars in Palest ine and elsewhere. 

I asked h im how he had travel led. 
«Like a part isan,» he to ld me. «But the pa r ­

tisans in G j i rokas t ra held me up and made me lose 
va luable t ime. Ou r Headquarters in Ca i ro i s d is­
turbed about this.» 

«You are an off icer and know the war t ime 
regulations,» I said. «It's not so easy for a stranger 
to cross the border where m i l i t a ry forces are oper­
at ing. The enemy a lways tries to penetrate, to 
gather in format ion about our situation, to car ry 
out acts of sabotage, or l aunch surprise attacks 
on us, but we A l ban i an part isans are not asleep. 
Y o u have proved this for yourselves when you 
entered our zones. Of course you are not enemies, 
but since you were not known , f i rst of a l l , i t had 
to be proved who you were. Y o u had not in fo rmed 
us beforehand that you were going to come, there­
fore, our comrades in G j i rokas t ra were on ly do ing 
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their duty. We beg your pardon for the delay we 
caused you. Reassure your Headquarters that you 
are in safe hands, amongst your allies, w i t h the 
Part isan Genera l Command.» That settled this 
question. N o w he had to exp la in to me the purpose 
of his coming, what he wanted and wha t he was 
going to do, etc. 

I asked: «What is your mission?» 
In essence Ma jo r M c L e a n (later he was pro­

moted to colonel and after the wa r he became a 
Conservat ive M P ) sa id: 

«We are the f i rst B r i t i sh m i l i t a ry mission 
sent to the A l b an i an partisans. The purpose of the 
Br i t i sh government wh i ch has sent us to you is 
that we should i n fo rm it about the s ituat ion in the 
country and the wa r of your people against the 
Ital ian occupiers, and after we have done this, to 
transmit to our Headquarters your v iews about 
the wa r and your needs and requirements for the 
purpose of wag ing the war , wh i c h you w i l l 
present to me.» 

«What do you know about the A l ban i an peo­
ple's wa r against the occupiers and quisl ings in 
our country?» I asked. 

«We know noth ing at al l,» he said smi l ing. 
«Then, since you know noth ing at a l l , in 

regard to A lban ia , you are st i l l in the t ime of 
Chamber la in,» I said. 

McLean ' s eyes nar rowed. 
«F rom A p r i l 7 , 1939, when Chamber la in 
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spent the weekend f ish ing, to this day,» I told 
h im, «the A l ban i an people have been wag ing a 
ceaseless wa r against the Ita l ian fascists, the quis­
l ings and the traitors.» 

I told h im in detai l about the t i tanic wa r of 
our smal l but va l iant people. I told h im of the 
heroic deeds of the people and the partisans, as 
we l l as of the atrocities, murders, the bu rn ing of 
vi l lages committed by the Ital ians and their col lab­
orators. I spoke of the methods of the fascist 
propaganda to spl i t us and demoral ize us, but 
wh i c h had no success in our country, because the 
Ant i - fasc is t Na t iona l L ibera t ion F ron t and the 
part isan forces had consistently exposed and 
foi led the plans of the enemies. 

«But where do you f i nd the weapons, M r . 
Hoxha?» asked McLean . «Russ ia is a long w a y off 
and cannot supply you. Do you have factories here 
in the mountains?» 

«No, we have no arms factories in the moun ­
tains, but we f i nd arms amongst the people. It is 
true that ten days after he came to power in 1924, 
the br igand Zog proc la imed the l aw on general 
d isarmament of the populat ion, but in fact the 
A lban ians h id away their weapons, as they have 
a lways done, because no one has ever been able 
to d isarm them. Th is is a t rad i t ion amongst the 
A lban ians wh i ch has been handed down f rom 
generation to generation. In connection w i t h this.» 
I continued, «they say that something interest ing 
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occurred between your former Fore ign Min i s ter 
Edwa rd Grey , and our great patr iot and f ighter 
Isa Bo le t in i . It was a t ime when b lack clouds had 
gathered again in the A l ban i an sky, when A l ban i a 
had been caught up in the maelstrom of the preda­
tory ambit ions of its chauv in is t neighbours, and 
when the Ambassadors ' Conference of 1913 was 
unjust ly leav ing ha l f of A l ban i a outside its state 
borders. A n d wh i ch ha l f? Kosova and other regions, 
every inch of wh i c h the A lban ians have drenched 
w i t h the i r blood, f ight ing for l iberat ion f r om 
Turkey . The patr iots Ismai l Qemal i and Isa Bo le­
t in i went to London to meet Grey , who at that 
t ime was cha i rman of the Ambassadors ' Confer­
ence, to express to h i m their protest over the 
injust ice that was being done to our country and 
to transmit to h i m the unbreakable vow of the 
A lban ians that they wou l d f ight to the end for 
the un i ty of a l l the terr i tor ies handed down to 
them by the i r forefathers. Before he entered S i r 
Edward Grey 's office, at the request of the guards, 
Isa Bo le t in i left his pistol in the ante-room. A f t e r 
the talks, G r e y in a ha l f - jov ia l fash ion said to 
Isa: 'M r . Bo let in i , we have done here in London 
what the Tu rk i sh pashas were never able to do.' 
Unders tand ing that G r e y was re fer r ing to his 
being disarmed, Isa looked your min ister r ight 
in the eye and answered w i t h a l augh: 'No, never 
on my honour, not even in London. ' A n d he 
drew a loaded revolver f r om inside his vest. 
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«So, you see, this t rad i t ion is one of the ' fac­
tories' where we get our weapons, Ma jo r . Other 
'factories' supp ly ing our weapons are the I ta l ­
ians' depots in the i r posts and in the cities, 
our actions on the nat ional roads and on the batt le­
fields. When we started the wa r we d id not have 
suff ic ient weapons, but our people sing a song: 'If 
you have no weapons, f ind them, f r om the hands 
of the enemy seize them. ' A n d this is what we have 
done a l l along. We seize the weapons f r om the 
hands of the Ital ians in action, we attack and cap­
ture them. 

«You ment ioned Russia. I te l l you that i f 
Russia were close, we are convinced that i t wou ld 
have suppl ied us w i t h weapons, because it is our 
al ly, just as you are. A n d you ought to give us 
weapons, because we need them. One cannot eat 
weapons, but can on ly f ight w i t h them. A n d we 
want them to f ight w i th .» 

«I am author ized to te l l you, M r . Hoxha , that 
w i t h i n our possibil it ies we shal l supply arms to a l l 
those who fight,» repl ied McLean . 

«This is good news you b r ing me,» I to ld h im . 
«Here in A lban i a only the part isans and the peo­
ple organized in the Ant i - fasc is t Nat iona l L i be r ­
at ion Front are f ight ing.» 

«But, M r . Hoxha , i t seems to me there is a n ­
other organizat ion that is f ight ing here in A lban i a , 
cal led the Ba l l i Kombëtar ,» said the B r i t i sh Ma jo r . 

« You see, Major ,» I said, «you do know some-
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th ing about A lban ia . Apparen t l y you have been 
in formed about the Bal l is ts (1), and since you ask 
me, I shal l te l l y ou : i t is true that the Ba l l i K o m -
bëtar exists, but its leaders are l i nked w i t h the 
Italians. They do not f ight the Ital ians, but are 
organiz ing for wa r against us. The on ly 'war ' 
they wage is against the roast chickens and lambs, 
wh i ch they steal f r om the suf fer ing peasants.» 

I exp la ined the s ituat ion thoroughly to the 
Br i t i sh off icer who, w i thout doubt, knew what the 
Ba l l i Kombë ta r was. 

«In case you do not know,» I said in an 
i ronica l tone, «I must i n fo rm you that there are 
also Zogites, whose chief is Aba z K u p i , al ias Ba z i 
i Canës, who even takes part in our Nat iona l 
L iberat ion Front .» 

Of course he knew about this, but I persisted: 
«Do you know this, Ma jo r ?» Th is t ime he was 

obliged to admi t it. 
That closed this chapter. 
M c L e a n cont inued: 
«Mr . Hoxha , we are not going to invo lve 

ourselves in pol it ics here, because we are s imply 
soldiers, and everyth ing mi l i t a ry is of interest to 
us.» 

«In wha t sense do you use the expression 
'everyth ing mi l i t a ry ' ?» I asked h im . 

H i s eyes looked savage again. 

1 Members of the Ba l l i Kombëtar. 
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«We are interested in everyth ing of a m i l i t a ry 
nature connected w i t h the I ta l ian and Ge rman 
armies. We are interested in the forces deployed 
against you here in A lban i a , the names of the 
detachments, the i r armament, the tactics wh i ch 
they use in mounta in war fare , etc.,» he repl ied. 

«Now I understand,» I said. « A n d we are 
ready to i n fo rm you about a l l these things.» 

«Mr . Hoxha,» cont inued McLean , «you 
understand that A l ban i a is smal l on the map, but 
i t is b ig when you have to t rave l i t on foot, there­
fore it is d i f f i cu l t for us to f u l f i l the task charged 
to us proper ly, w i thout hav ing comrades to help 
us.» 

«We are all ies against the same enemy,» I 
said, «hence we are your comrades- in-arms.» 

I knew what he was gett ing at, therefore I 
took the opportuni ty to speak about the s ituat ion 
on the f ight ing fronts and asked h i m to exp la in 
to me how the wa r was going in other countries, 
how the Greek and Yugos lav part isans were 
f ight ing (I was acquainted w i t h the s i tuat ion, 
but wanted to know his op in ion of the i r struggle). 

However , the w i l y off icer gave me a very 
short summary of his opinions and f ina l l y sa id: 

«I have been out of touch for some t ime wh i l e 
t rave l l ing through the mounta ins on foot and I 'm 
not in a posit ion to exp la in things to you.» A n d 
he came to his ma i n purpose. «It is d i f f i cu l t to 
do th is job proper ly alone. It is true that w i thout 
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your a id we can do noth ing, but we have been 
charged to ask you to study the possibi l i ty of 
dropp ing in several other missions so that we 
can assist you r part isan forces better.» 

«This is a prob lem wh i c h we shal l study and 
we shal l ta lk about it again. However ,» I to ld the 
Br i t i sh major, «whi le endors ing what you said, 
about your not being invo lved in polit ics, I want to 
make it clear to you, in the f i rst place, that in our 
ranks we do not permit any pol it ics pro the occu­
piers and their tools. We do not permit any propa­
ganda in favour of the enemies, under whatever 
mask i t may be disguised. On the other hand, we 
a l low any amount of po l i t i ca l and ideological 
struggle against the fascist occupiers and their 
tools. 

«The second question wh i c h I must make 
clear to you is that your miss ion must not meddle 
in our in terna l affairs. Y o u must request any th ing 
you need through our Command or through our 
delegates in the regions where you are located. 

«The other ma in question is in connection 
w i t h the a im for wh i ch you have come: you must 
supply us w i t h arms, muni t ions and c loth ing. We 
shal l present our requirements to you w i thout de­
lay,» and I concluded by say ing: 

«I 'm convinced that everyth ing w i l l go we l l 
between us, Ma jo r . As you see, the condit ions for 
good understanding are not compl icated, they are 
acceptable and appl icable, prov ided the good w i l l 
exists.» 
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Majo r McLean rep l ied: 
«We agree. Let us get down to work . A l l o w us 

to drop in some other missions and you allocate 
the places and regions in wh i c h to drop them.» 

«All r ight,» I said, «we shal l study this and 
decide the places for the parachute drops, but, f i rst 
of al l , tr ia ls should be carr ied out in these places 
by air-drops of m i l i t a ry mater ia l and after that the 
Br i t i sh off icers can be dropped, because human 
l i fe is more va luable than weapons, is it not?» 

What could M c L e a n say? We ended our 
discussion and agreed to meet again later. 

I immediate ly in formed the regional commit ­
tees of the Pa r t y and the part isan commands and 
units about the a r r i va l of the B r i t i sh m i l i t a ry 
miss ion to our Par t i san Headquarters. I exp la ined 
under what disguise they had come, descr ib ing 
them as all ies against the same enemy, but pointed 
out that their class nature, the i r a ims opposed to 
our war, the Soviet Un ion , communism, must 
never be forgotten. I in formed them that r ight 
f r om the f irst meeting w i t h the B r i t i sh I had put 
a t ight re in on thei r desires wh i c h were s imply to 
gather in format ion and carry out espionage against 
our Nat iona l L ibera t ion War , our Pa r t y and the 
Par t i san Nat iona l L ibera t ion A r m y . They wanted 
to gather in format ion about everyth ing, to learn 
our strength, tactics and strategy. They c la imed 
the r ight to this in format ion in «a f r iend ly way», 
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as our great «all ies» in the struggle against the same 
enemy — nazi-fascism, boasted that they had 
come to assist us w i t h weapons and clothing, and 
since it was impossible to supply us w i t h food, to 
put at our disposal f r om t ime to t ime smal l con­
tingents of «St. George's cava l ry» (i. e., gold 
sovereigns) to enable us to buy food local ly. On 
the other hand, they promised that they wou ld 
publ ic ize our Nat iona l L ibera t ion War . 

«However, we accepted a l l these f ine words 
w i th considerable reserve,» I to ld the comrades. 
«We d id not readi ly swa l low these 'promises'.» The 
chief of the mission, B i l l McLean , was indignant 
when we set str ict l imi ts to wha t he could do and 
surrounded h im w i t h loya l and v ig i lant partisans, 
so that he could not move wherever it pleased h im 
and wou l d have to gather only the «crumbs» that 
our comrades a l lowed h im, and not what he wan t ­
ed himself. Therefore, I advised them to be 
correct and very v ig i lant towards the B r i t i sh . 

«Possibly,» I to ld them, «several such Br i t i sh 
missions w i l l come w i t h our permiss ion to our 
d i f ferent zones. A correct and vigilant stand must 
be mainta ined everywhere! In no instance,» I 
instructed, «must the B r i t i sh be permit ted to poke 
their noses into our in terna l affairs. T ight security 
must be mainta ined on a l l matters re lat ing to the 
Par ty , its organizat ion, orders and directives, and 
none of them, whether pro-communist or not, 
should k now when, where and w h y its meetings 
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are held. For them we are all partisans. M i l i t a r y 
matters such as the organizat ion of the part isan 
army, the number and composit ion of its units, 
its orders for actions, supplies, quant i ty and types 
of armament, a l l these and other data of an inter­
na l character must be kept secret. If they w i sh to 
be present at a battle take them along, but inform 
them at the last moment and never disclose to 
them in advance your operational plan for the 
fighting. P rov ide them wi thout hesitat ion w i t h 
any in format ion that you have about the enemy 
occupier. A v o i d a l lowing them to m i x freely w i t h 
the mass of the part isans so that they can indulge 
in loose talk, make promises or get up to d i r t y 
work . Urge them to drop us arms and demand 
this persistently.» 

In this way, I prepared the comrades to take 
care and be forearmed against any manoeuvres 
of the agents of the Intel l igence Serv ice who, 
w i thout doubt, wou ld eventual ly t ry to corrupt 
weak and waver ing ind iv iduals . 

At a meet ing I introduced Babë (1) M y s l i m to 
McLean . The f i rst words that Babë said to the 
B r i t i sh off icer were: « I i you are good fr iends, you 
must drop us arms,» and added dip lomat ica l ly , 
«and I believe you are good fr iends.» Musta fa 
G j i n i sh i played the role of interpreter. 

1 Dad — a title implying respect and affection. 
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In the end, we presented M c L e a n w i t h our 
l ist of requests for arms and to ld h im, «You should 
begin to drop arms in Peza before anywhere else, 
because this is where the f i rst part isan r i f le was 
f i red against the fascist occupiers.» 

M c L e a n promised. A f t e r some t ime they 
dropped us about a f i f th of the weapons we asked 
for, a l l of them l ight weapons w i t h l i t t le ammun i ­
t ion, as we l l as a few jackets and socks. A l ong w i t h 
them they also dropped a new Br i t i sh mission for 
wh i ch we had g iven permiss ion. 

«W i t h your permission, we shal l send this 
miss ion to D ib ra , to Baba Fa ja and H a x h i L leshi,» 
said McLean . 

I discussed this matter w i t h Babë M y s l i m and 
we decided to give our permiss ion. 

«Haxh i and Baba Fa j a w i l l k now how to look 
after this 'guest' w i t h his moustache wh i ch seems 
to be dyed w i t h henna, who is to go to them,» re­
marked My s l im . 

«We ought to have another miss ion attached 
to M r . M y s l i m Peza,» said McLean , «because this 
is the most important centre of the partisans.» 

«If M y s l i m wants it, let h im decide,» I said. 
«I agree, Comrade Enver ,» said M y s l i m and, 

tu rn ing to Mus ta fa G j in i sh i , sa id: «Translate to 
the gent leman that I agree to a mission's coming, 
but not more than three people and on condit ion 
that i t doesn't meddle in our in terna l affairs; i t 
is to have contact only w i t h me and the commissar, 
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must have no contact w i t h the reactionaries or 
w i t h our enemies, and they must drop us arms. 

«If the gent leman accepts these condit ions,» 
said My s l im tu rn ing to me, «I agree, Comrade 
Enver, that a miss ion should come.» 

In translat ing Babë Mys l im ' s words into 
Engl ish, Musta fa G j i n i sh i swal lowed, blushed, 
gr ipped the point of his nose between his two f i n ­
gers and cleared his throat f r om t ime to t ime. 

«Of course, we accept these condit ions,» de­
clared the B r i t i sh Major , who was i nwa rd l y seeth­
ing w i t h ind ignat ion. 

When I went to the Ko r ç a region to make 
contact w i t h the par ty comrades there and the 
part isan forces that were commanded by Tek i 
Ko lanec i , R i za Kodhe l i , Josi f Pashko, Agush 
Gjergjev ica, A s l l an G u r r a and other commanders 
and commissars of çetas and battal ions, I heard 
McLean had appeared in those zones. At that 
t ime the Ba l l i s t çeta of Safet B u t k a and the 
Zjarr i s t (1 ) Fetah Bu t ka , h id ing under the reputa­
t ion of the patr iots of the past, Sa l i and G an i 
Bu tka , were mov ing around the vi l lages of 
Ko l on j a and, wh i le they abused our Pa r t y and 
the Ant i - fasc ist Nat iona l L ibera t ion Front , they 

1 This term was applied to the members of the Trotskyite 
«Zjarri» («Fire») Group which called itself the «Albanian Com­
munist Party». It was smashed by our Party in March 1943. 

46 

_______________________________ 



col laborated w i t h fascist Italy. The Bal l is ts and 
their several new ly - fo rmed çetas d id such things 
everywhere. A l i K ë l c y r a in several regions of the 
South, Zene l G jo leka in K u ç o f Kurve lesh , people 
l ike Koço M u k a on the Coast and Qaz im Ko cu l i 
in V l o r a and elsewhere acted in the same way. A 
certain Rahman Zvar i sh t i , a vac i l la t ing ind iv idua l 
who had been a commander of a part isan çeta, 
but ended up w i t h the Ba l l i Kombëtar , s l i thered 
around in the region of Ko r ça . Fo r the Bal l ists, 
w i t h those br imless whi te conical felt hats bear­
ing the eagle emblem on their heads, this was the 
phase of the i r appearance al legedly as a nat ional 
organizat ion. However much they posed as «pa­
triots», i t was c lear ly ev ident that they re l ied on 
the beys, aghas and corrupt intel lectuals, who 
had noth ing at a l l in common w i t h the people 
and their war , but were l i nked in every way 
w i th the Ita l ian occupiers and against the people. 

One day that I was in V i t h kuq , ho ld ing 
a meet ing w i t h Josi f Pashko and other comrades, 
McLean came and found me there. I instructed 
the comrades to take h im as far as possible into 
the mountains, where he wou ld be close to the 
Leshnja F l a t for a reason wh i c h I w i l l exp la in 
below. They took h im to the v i l lage of Shty l l a . 

I went up to Shty l la , met h im and saw 
that they had g iven h i m two comfortable rooms, 
suitable for h i m to work in and to establish his 
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radio communicat ions. I inv i ted h im to d inner in 
Behar Shty l la 's house where I was staying. At 
d inner, of course, the conversat ion came round 
to weapons. 

«Such a mi l i tant region as Ko r ç a does not 
have a single B r i t i sh automatic,» I told h im . «The 
part isans are compla in ing and demanding that 
you drop them weapons wi thout fai l .» 

As usual M c L e a n had p lenty of excuses. 
«If you don't drop weapons here, the people 

of K o r ç a won ' t let you go. They ' l l ho ld you 
prisoner,» I cont inued jok ing ly . Tu rn i ng to Tek i 
and Behar, I said to them, «Tomor row take the 
Ma jo r to see the Leshnja F la t wh i c h is close by 
and very suitable for dropp ing arms.» 

The fo l lowing day the Ma j o r went to see it 
and when he returned I asked h i m : 

«Wel l , what d id you th ink of i t?» 
«Fine,» he repl ied. 
«Then, give Ma j o r M c L e a n the l ist of the 

arms you need,» I addressed myself to Tek i . 
Tek i had over looked noth ing in wha t he 

asked f rom the Br i t i sh . «We might as we l l ask 
for them,» he told me, «although we know they 
won' t send them.» 

When he saw the list of requests McLean ' s 
eyes opened w ide and he sa id: 

«To br ing a l l these things we 'd need at least 
30 aircraft.» 

«Send 10,» I said. «But you 'd better discuss 
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the matter w i t h commander Tek i , Ma jor , and 
reach agreement w i t h him.» The interpreter 's 
surname was P l a ku . (1 ) He was f r om Devo l l and 
had gone to the Amer i c an Techn ica l School in 
T i rana in the t ime of Zog. 

In the end some arms were dropped at 
Leshnja. 

We had decided to attack the Ital ians on the 
Jan ina -Ko rça -Manas t i r road w i t h our forces. We 
carr ied th is act ion out w i t h success. M a n y en ­
emies were k i l led, t rucks were burned and r i f les 
captured. 

Those were the t imes when we were t r y ing 
to get the çetas of the Ba l l i Kombë ta r engaged 
in the f ight against the occupiers. Some of our 
representatives went to ta lk about this w i t h 
Safet Bu t ka . However , Safet refused. The B r i t i sh 
off icer heard of his stand and begged me to let 
h im go, together w i t h Commander Tek i , to 
persuade h im . 

«You're wast ing your t ime,» I said. «They 
won't f ight, but nevertheless, we shal l comply 
w i th you r wishes.» 

M c L e a n went, ta lked w i t h Safet Bu tka , but 
he st i l l d idn' t wan t to f ight. 

«Wel l , are you conv inced now about what 
I to ld you?» I asked the Major , who was s i t t ing 
disconsolately before me after he returned f rom 
meeting Safet. «They are not going to f ight.» 
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By this t ime there were four or f ive groups 
o f the Br i t i sh miss ion in our country. M c Lean 
was their leader and Musta fa G j i n i sh i his f r iend. 

One f ine day, M c L e a n came out w i t h an 
«interesting!» proposal. 

«I have been th ink ing , M r . Hoxha,» he said 
to me, «that to e l iminate bureaucracy, the requests 
for arms and muni t ions should not be made 
d i rect ly f r om your Genera l Staff, but f r om the 
mi l i ta ry zones where our missions are located. 
As we l l as that,» he added in a tone of pr ide as if 
he had discovered Amer i ca , «the supplies should 
be del ivered d irect ly , w i thout going through the 
Genera l Staff. Th is w i l l speed up . . . » 

«No,» I interrupted. «I shal l never a l l ow 
such a thing.» This took h i m by surpr ise and he 
stared at me in astonishment. Then, recogniz ing the 
utter fa i lure of the scheme he had hatched up in 
his «ferti le mind», he dropped his head and, after 
a pause, changed the conversat ion. H i s cunn ing 
a im was foi led even before the words were out 
of his mouth. W i t h this subtle tact ic he wanted 
me to give h im «off ic ia l leave» to take over the 
reins of leadership of our people's wa r in a r ound ­
about way and to e l iminate it. Moreover , by 
this means he wanted to corrupt our ranks f r om 
below, to compromise immature people w i t h gold 
and, however things tu rned out, he wou l d have 
them under his control . However , A l b i o n suf­
fered defeat on th is road, too. 
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When we organized the 1st Br igade at V i t h -
kuq , we inv i ted M c L e a n to be there. He was 
present at the celebrat ion and the ceremony of 
handing over the batt le-f lag of the brigade. 

M c L e a n once made a v is i t to Shp i rag. We 
appointed Koço Tashko as his interpreter. He had 
gone down f r om there to observe the posit ions 
of Kuçova . When they returned, a f r ightened and 
ind ignant Koço came to me and said: 

«F ind another interpreter for the Major , 
Comrade Enver , because I' l l not go w i t h h im 
again. Do you know what he d id? He stood on 
an exposed h i l l , wear ing his red sash, and looked 
a l l round w i t h his b inoculars. If he goes on 
exposing himsel f in this way, the Germans w i l l 
k i l l us one day.» 

«But w h y d id he put on the red sash?» 
I said. 

«To show he is an off icer,» said Koço, «so 
that in case of danger they w i l l not k i l l h im, 
but take h i m prisoner. They might not k i l l h im, 
but they wou ld shoot me on the spot.» 

The comrades sent me a great dea l of i n ­
format ion showing that wherever the Br i t i sh 
missions were, they d id the i r utmost to l i nk up 
w i t h react ion, t r ied to poke the i r noses into 
our affa irs and quarre l led w i t h our comrades. 

Seeing the attempts of the B r i t i sh missions 
to inject the i r poison into our people and the 
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danger of the i r interference in our interna l af­
fairs, in August 1943, I considered it necessary 
to instruct our comrades at the base once again 
through a letter and make clear to them that the 
B r i t i sh had come for the i r o w n purposes, to poke 
thei r noses into our in terna l affairs, that they 
d id not keep the promises they had made us 
about sending us arms and money. «The i r ten­
dency is to ask questions of anybody, any part isan 
or çeta commander, and f r om this to learn what 
is going on and get our a rmy and our movement 
into the i r clutches. Y o u must place several good 
comrades in the i r service, and they must stay 
w i th them wherever they go, avo id ing contacts 
w i th people that you consider undesirable for 
them to meet.»* I repeatedly instructed them that 
they should not give them any in format ion about 
our in terna l affairs. 

M a n y times I had f ierce arguments w i th 
McLean , not only over the i r fa i lure to send us 
arms, but also over the many efforts of the 
B r i t i sh here to l i nk up at a l l costs w i t h the Ba l l i 
Kombëtar , w i t h react ion in No r the rn A l ban i a 
and w i t h the chiefs of react ion in D i b r a and 
Macedonia. News reached me f r om Ma t that the 
B r i t i sh miss ion was mak ing the l aw there and 
that ample weapons were being dropped to the 
Zogites. 

* Enver Hoxha, Works, vol. 1, p. 342, A lb . ed. 
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Immediate ly after the 2nd Nat iona l L i be ra ­
t ion Conference of Labinot , some comrades and I 
went to Peza. On l y a few days had gone by since 
the capi tu lat ion of fascist Italy, and we had to 
fo l low the events in the cap i ta l closely — what 
wou ld be done w i t h the Ita l ian a rmy there, what 
tu rn wou ld the s i tuat ion in the Ba lkans take after 
this event, what wou ld the all ies do, wou ld they 
land in these parts, as reports suggested. 

The pressure and interference of the Br i t i sh 
off icers became intense this t ime. However , the 
Pa r t y fought and was v ig i lant . M a n y comrades 
f rom the regional committees and our m i l i t a ry 
units sent us ind ignant reports about the activit ies 
of our «all ies». F r o m V l o r a they wrote that the 
B r i t i sh off icer there insisted that his orders must 
be obeyed, because he received them f rom the 
«Br i t i sh government»! «Don' t attack and disarm 
the Ital ians,» he to ld them, «ambush only 
Ge rman columns. If you attack the Ital ians I shal l 
not give you my a id any ,more.» The report 
cont inued w i t h the B r i t i sh off icer 's threats, 
«Don't attack V l o ra , because the B r i t i sh forces 
w i l l come,» or «if you ' re going to act, a delegate 
should come f r om the F ron t and one f r om the 
Ba l l i Kombëtar , and we shal l ta lk about combin­
ing, so that V l o r a is attacked by the F ron t and 
the Ba l l i Kombë ta r s imultaneously.» These were 
orders wh i ch ran counter to the l ine of our 
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Par ty and to the instruct ions of the Nat iona l 
L iberat ion Genera l Counc i l . However , the com­
rades of V l o r a pa id no heed to the B r i t i sh off icer. 
They appl ied our instruct ions wi thout hesitat ion. 

F r o m Pogradec, l ikewise, they reported that 
the B r i t i sh off icer, Capta in Smi ley, had ordered 
the part isan command there not to open f i re on 
the Ital ians and to w i t hd r aw the part isans f rom 
the v i c in i t y of the barracks. 

F o r these reasons, and to rem ind the Br i t i sh 
officers once again that there was a str ict l im i t 
to what they were a l lowed to do, at the beg in­
n ing of October 1943 I sent the regional commi t ­
tees of the C P A a letter in wh i ch , among other 
things, I wrote that the B r i t i sh missions were 
s imply representatives of the B r i t i s h a rmy and 
as such they ought to support those who were 
f ight ing the occupiers; they had no r ight to 
meddle in any way in our in terna l affairs. I i n ­
structed that they should be to ld openly of our 
stand towards the Bal l i s ts and other traitors, and 
that they wou ld be responsible to the i r govern­
ment and to us for anyth ing they d id in favour 
of them and to the detr iment of the A l b an i an 
people's war . I wrote to the par ty regional com­
mittees: In no way should they be accepted as 
arbiters to solve problems between us and the 
Ba l l i Kombëta r ; we settle these things ourselves, 
we are in our own country and i t i s we who 
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make the l aw here as the interests of our coun­
try, our people and our wa r require. 

«We know who the Ang lo -Amer i cans are,» 
I stressed in the letter, «and never for a moment 
forget that they are capital ists, that they are 
against commun ism and socia l ism; they do not 
forget who we are, but neither do we forget who 
they are. At present we are in al l iance w i t h them 
against I ta l ian fascism and Ge rman nazism, and 
we shal l rema in loya l to this al l iance. However , 
we have not a l lowed and never w i l l a l low them 
to interfere in the in terna l affa irs of A lban ia . 
The bit ter past of our people is not to be repeated 
again. The Communis t Pa r t y of A l ban i a and the 
A l ban i an people w i l l not a l low this.»* 

W h e n the i r saw struck a na i l , the B r i t i sh 
abandoned the direct approach and operated by 
stealth, t r y i ng to d iv ide and deceive our people 
in devious ways. 

M c L e a n and his men strove to probe around 
the terra in, but made no headway anywhere. 

One October day, when I was ta lk ing to 
Babë Mys l im , a batta l ion commander came in 
f lour ish ing a smal l purse. 

«What 's in i t?» asked Mys l im . 
«Go ld sovereigns,» he repl ied. 
«Where d i d you f ind it?» I asked. 

* Enver Hoxha, Works, vol. 1, pp. 435-436, A lb . ed. 
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«In a corner of my tent. It came on to ra in 
and the B r i t i sh Ma j o r who was passing by came 
in for shelter. W h e n the r a i n stopped he went 
away, but I found th is wh i c h he left in the tent.» 

«Look,» I said, «take the interpreter and go 
to the house where he is staying, give h im back 
the money and say to h i m : 'Nex t t ime, Ma jo r , 
don't 'forget' your sovereigns in a part isan's 
tent, because it might have unpleasant conse­
quences for y o u ' » 

«The rotters!» snorted Babë. «They 've done 
this once before.» 

«Yes, I remember,» I said. 
We were in a v i l lage of the Peza zone. 

Wh i l e Mys l im , I and several other comrades were 
s i tt ing around the f i re in a poor peasant's home, 
a part isan came runn ing up, pant ing hard f r om 
exert ion. 

«The B r i t i sh off icer, who has just set out 
for Greca, has left this bag where his tent was 
pitched, Babë,» he said to My s l im . 

«What 's inside i t? Le t me have a look!» 
My s l im took the bag, opened it and poured out 
a number of sovereigns on the goatskin mat. 

My s l im f rowned, stood up and ordered the 
part isan cur t ly : 

«Take these, go qu ick ly , catch up w i t h that 
dog and te l l h i m : 'Don't p lant money on the 
road. We don't swal low such things. The A l ban i an 
doesn't sell himself for money. '» 
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«We l l said, Babë,» I said. «The Br i t i sh 
off icer must be taught that true A lban ians can't 
be bought for gold.» 

Th is was not the f i rst t ime that My s l im Peza 
had taken such a resolute, stern and wide-awake 
stand. 

F r o m the v i l lage of Greca, the B r i t i sh Ma jo r 
Seymour once sent a letter to Comrade Mys l im 
Peza to w h o m he compla ined that no one wou ld 
give h im in format ion, that no one wou ld l isten to 
his orders, or te l l h im of our plans to attack the 
Germans, etc. and, seeking to f i nd out these plans 
f r om Mys l im , he wrote craf t i ly , «I have addressed 
this letter to you, because you are a mi l i t a ry 
man, as I am, and I hope that you understand 
this d i f f i cu l t posi t ion better than the others who 
do not have that exper ience in w a r and other 
things.» A n d to w h o m did the B r i t i sh Ma jo r ad­
dress his prayers? — To Babë Mys l im , an out­
standing patr iot and va l iant f ighter of our people. 
My s l im repl ied w i t h such a blast that the cun­
n ing fox of the Intel l igence Serv ice never dared 
re turn to this course. 

Wherever they went, especial ly when they 
carr ied out «actions», when they b lew up bridges 
or roads, they carelessly left beh ind them such 
things as cigarette packets, meat t ins and so 
on, branded Made in England, so that the oc­
cupiers wou ld understand that the authors were 
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B r i t i s h and pursue them, quite unconcerned that 
vi l lages were burnt and reprisals carr ied out 
against the populat ion in the zones where they 
operated. The cu lminat ion of the i r «actions» came 
in the middle of October 1943 when B r i t i sh and 
Amer i can aircraft bombed the «Tirana a i r f ie ld». 
As our comrades f r om T i rana reported, they 
had bombed a whole section of the city, k i l l i ng 
and wound ing hundreds of residents and causing 
incalculable mater ia l damage. Immediate ly we 
learned of this, we sent a protest to the B r i t i sh 
m i l i t a ry mission, wh i c h we concluded as fo l lows: 
«Report this matter to Ca i ro so that our com­
pla int is made k n o w n in the proper quarter, so 
that these unacceptable acts against the c iv i l i an 
populat ion are not repeated but attacks are made 
w i t h even greater sever i ty against enemy m i l i ­
tary objectives.» In rep ly to this the B r i t i sh m i s ­
sion sent the i r f r iend, Musta fa G j in i sh i , a leaflet 
wr i t ten in Eng l i sh to translate, for dup l i cat ion 
and d istr ibut ion in T i rana . A m o n g other things, 
i t read, «Our a i rmen w i l l take a l l possible care 
not to cause you accidental harm, but you, for 
your part, must assist them by not rema in ing 
near m i l i t a ry objectives.» Wha t logic! 

Th is is the sort of contr ibut ion the B r i t i sh 
made w i t h their «actions» in A l b an i a ! 

In the f irst week of October 1943 B i l l 
M c L e a n had sought a meet ing w i t h me, g iv ing 

58 



as his reason «a ve ry urgent matter» wh i ch he 
had to communicate to me f rom his centre in 
London. 

I del iberate ly kept h im wa i t i ng two days to 
let h i m k n o w that I was in no hu r r y to deal 
w i t h th is «very urgent matter» f r om London, 
just as London was in no hu r r y to fu l f i l our ve ry 
urgent requests for arms and ammuni t ion . The 
B r i t i sh and the chief of the B r i t i sh miss ion 
attached to us, B i l l McLean , told us a whole 
str ing of l ies. They made lots of promises, but 
the i r a i rcraf t d id not come «because of bad wea -
ther», because «B r i t a i n was supp ly ing weapons 
to the who le of Europe», because «the people 
who were supposed to fu l f i l the requests of the 
Nat iona l L ibera t ion F ront were none too careful,» 
and other such tales, wh i c h had become very 
stale. Up to that t ime the B r i t i sh had dropped 
us noth ing, apart f r om a few hundred rif les, a 
very sma l l quant i ty of ammuni t ion , and some 
used c lothing, just enough to be able to say, 
«You are not left w i thout being sent something.» 
However , those few r i f les that we received f rom 
them qu i ck l y turned into scrap- i ron, because 
the ammun i t i on for them ran out. As I said 
previously, the depots of the occupiers wh i ch we 
attacked, the batt lef ie lds and the d isarming of 
pr isoners were the sources of our arms. 

We had frequent quarre ls and confrontat ions 
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w i t h the Br i t i sh . We demanded arms f rom them, 
they to ld us lies, and on rare occasions, after 
f ights and squabbles, they gave us a few simple 
used automatics and sent one or two a ircraft 
to drop us a l i t t le c loth ing. 

We also quarre l led over the question of 
the B B C , wh i c h very rare ly spoke about the 
wa r wh i ch was being waged against the oc­
cupier in our country, or when i t d id men ­
t ion it, at t r ibuted i t to the Ba l l i Kombëta r . 
In th is s i tuat ion we t ightened up our contro l 
over them and made i t d i f f i cu l t for them to move 
about. Through great efforts they made contact 
w i t h people sent in disguise by the heads of the 
Ba l l i Kombëtar , in the distr icts of Ko r ça , T i rana 
and D ib ra . Of course they had special contact 
w i t h Aba z K u p i (later B i l l M c L ean was attached 
to him), and through h im made contact, in secret 
f rom us, w i t h the quis l ings in T i rana, w i t h the 
chiefs of react ion in the Nor th , especial ly in D i ­
bra, and w i t h Muha r r em Ba j rak ta r i . The pol icy 
of the Br i t i sh was clear to us. They were orga­
n iz ing reaction against us, t r y i ng to get react ion 
to declare wa r on us and to str ike a mor ta l b low 
at us, in col laborat ion w i t h the Ital ians and, later, 
w i t h the Germans, so that the B r i t i sh forces 
wou ld intervene as «liberators» in the l iberat ion 
of A l ban i a and the new Ba l l i s t quis l ings wou ld 
take power. However , things d id not wo r k out 
that way. The Pa r t y was stronger than the I ta -
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l ians, the Germans, the Bal l ists, the Zogites and 
the B r i t i sh . 

Fo r these reasons, the meetings wh i ch I had 
w i t h the B r i t i sh f r om t ime to t ime began and 
ended w i t h quarrels, began w i t h our demands 
and ended w i t h the i r false promises. 

I was convinced that B i l l McLean , who was 
seeking a meet ing w i t h me, had noth ing to te l l 
me apart f r om some other false promise. 

I received h i m in a correct but cool manner. 
The B r i t i sh off icer, on the contrary, was a l l smiles 
as he squeezed my hand. He laughed, his eyes 
gleamed l ike those of a fox; he was intel l igent, 
but he had a black heart. This t ime the cat had 
h idden its c laws and was pu r r i ng sweetly. I had 
formed the op in ion that when McLean , the agent 
of the Intel l igence Service, smi led, I should be 
on my guard, because his smiles h id perf id ious 
aims. 

I asked B i l l M c L e a n to sit down and offered 
h im my t in of tobacco to ro l l a cigarette, a l ­
though I knew that he d id not smoke, and never 
touched our r ak i . He was cont inua l ly munch ing 
chocolate, wh i ch the a ircraft dropped h im along 
w i t h his personal supplies. Per f id ious A l b i o n had 
aircraft for such things, but when it came to 
dropp ing weapons to us who were f ight ing fas­
cism, a i rcraf t were not avai lab le! 

«You have asked to meet me, because you 
have a very urgent matter f rom London to com-
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municate to me, M r . McLean . Please te l l me wha t 
you have to say, I am l istening,» I said. 

«Two days ago, M r . Hoxha , I received an 
urgent telegram f rom London, but i t was impos­
sible for you to receive me qu ick ly , because you 
are very busy and I understand this. I have some 
news, very pleasant both for you and for us,» 
he to ld me. 

«A re the a i rcraf t coming w i t h the a rms 
wh i ch we need so badly?» I asked h im . 

«No, M r . Hoxha , even better news than that. 
A general is coming, together w i t h his personal 
staff. W h e n he has come,» said B i l l M c L e a n s m i l ­
ing, «undoubtedly a l l your requests w i l l be 
fu l f i l led.» 

I wa i ted for h i m to continue. 
«The general 's name is Davies. He is an 

outstanding and capable soldier, who knows A l ­
bania we l l and loves i t s incerely.» 

A n d he went on and on in the same tone, 
boosting the general in order to convince me. 

«His chief of staff is a colonel cal led N i -
cholls,» and he began to boost h im, too. «I wou l d 
l i ke you, M r . Hoxha , to issue the necessary or ­
ders to the part isan command of the region wh i c h 
is al located for his landing, so that a l l the neces­
sary measures are taken,» cont inued McLean . 

When McLean f in ished, I had my say: 
«Can you te l l me to whom this general and 

his staff are being sent?» 
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«To you, M r . Hoxha.» 
«I understand that. Bu t I want to k n o w 

whether he is being sent to the Genera l Staff of 
the Nat iona l L ibera t ion A r m y or to the Nat iona l 
L ibera t ion Genera l Counc i l ?» 

The w i l y M c L e a n understood what I was 
d r i v ing at, thought for a moment and rep l ied: 

«To the Genera l Staff of the A l ban i an par t i ­
sans. That 's w h y a general is being sent. He is 
a m i l i t a ry personal i ty, not a pol i t ica l one.» 

«How d i f f i cu l t i t is to separate mi l i t a ry ques­
tions f r om pol i t ica l questions,» I said. «We do 
not separate them, but you have your own p r i n ­
ciples and regulat ions. I have a question for 
you.» 

«Please ask it, M r . Hoxha.» 
«F rom w h o m is he sent to us?» 
«F rom our centre.» 
«Wh i ch is you r centre?» 
He was in a t ight spot and had to th ink 

whether to say London or Ca i ro. A f t e r some mo­
ments he sa id: 

«London.» 
«That means to say f r om the W a r Off ice of 

the B r i t i sh Emp i re?» I asked again. 
«Yes,» he admit ted in a re luctant mumble . 
«Now I have the matter clear and I am glad 

that you exp la ined this to me,» I said, «because 
our l inks and col laborat ion w i t h B r i t a in , as an 
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a l l y in the common f ight against the same en ­
emies, are important to us.» 

B i l l McLean ' s face set in a f r own at these 
words of mine. He had been obl iged to admit 
things wh i ch he d id not wan t to say. We were 
clear that the B r i t i sh d id not want these l inks to 
be taken as of f ic ia l recognit ion by the government 
in London, but s imply as m i l i t a ry col laborat ion 
w i th the A l l i e d Med i te r ranean Headquarters es­
tabl ished in Ca i ro. That is precisely why I pressed 
h im on this matter f r om the outset. 

«Mr . McLean ,» I said, «I have a complaint. 
Fr iendsh ip and correctness between al l ies re­
qui re that, before we decide the place where the 
general and his staff are to land and not i fy 
the part isan command in the zone to take 
the proper measures, your W a r Off ice should 
have sought the permiss ion of the Genera l Staff 
o f our Nat iona l L i b ra t i on A r m y for the com­
ing of this miss ion; you should f irst have 
sought our approva l to see whether we agree that 
the group of the B r i t i sh off icers w i t h Genera l 
Davies should come to our country and be at­
tached to us. This, you w i l l understand, is not a 
fo rma l requirement, but an important matter 
of pr inciple.» 

The agent of the Intel l igence Serv ice thought 
for a moment, but, losing no t ime and smi l ing 
under his auburn moustache, he rep l ied: 

«Of course, you are quite r ight, M r . Hoxha . 
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This i s precisely what our W a r Of f ice had in 
mind, but I was so overjoyed and exci ted that 
I made the mistake of not present ing the con­
tent of the message f r om London un t i l the end,» 
and, unfo ld ing a letter he was hold ing, he began 
to read wha t was al legedly a request for my ap­
prova l . 

«In that case everyth ing is in order,» I told 
McLean . «As to the competences, r ights and duties 
of Genera l Dav ies and his staff, I assume I 
am to discuss these w i t h h i m when he comes. 
If this is so (and M c L e a n nodded his head in 
agreement), on wha t date w i l l he come and 
where do you th ink he should land?» 

M c L e a n said that he wou ld i n fo rm me of 
the precise date later. 

«Fo r the moment I am unable to i n fo rm 
you about the date, but as to the place for his 
landing, you decide that yourselves,» he con­
t inued. « Y o u know you r zones better than 
anyone else.» 

«How many a i rcraf t w i l l come?» I asked. 
«I cannot say, but possibly more than one.» 
They brought us coffee, and wh i l e ro l l ing a 

cigarette, I was th i nk ing about a suitable safe 
place for them to l and so that noth ing untoward 
wou ld happen, because we wou ld bear respon­
sibi l i ty. 

A f t e r some considerat ion, I said to B i l l 
M c L e a n : 
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«He w i l l l and on the B i z a Plateau.» 
«Where is this plateau?» he asked, as if he 

d id not know. 
I opened the map wh i c h I had in my bag 

and pointed i t out to h im . A f t e r te l l ing h i m that 
a l though the place was close to T i rana and E l b a -
san, it was secure, because the whole zone was 
l iberated, there were part isan detachments every­
where and the who le populat ion of the region 
was w i t h us, I cont inued: 

«You can assure your W a r Of f ice that every­
th ing w i l l go wel l .» 

Whenever I ment ioned the W a r Off ice I no­
t iced that he was embarrassed and w r i n k l ed his 
brow. It was obvious that he had made a mistake 
in admi t t ing to me that the i r centre was the B r i ­
t ish W a r Off ice, and I cont inued to ment ion it to 
annoy h im, just as he had annoyed us by deceiv­
ing us hour after hour about the supplies of 
weapons and ammuni t ion . 

«Do you agree about the place?» I asked. 
«Yes,» repl ied McLean , «I shal l i n fo rm the 

centre.» 
«And I shal l summon the local commander 

and commissar where the land ing is to be made 
and tel l them to take the appropr iate measures. 
I shal l te l l them to make contact w i t h you, but 
please go to Çermen ika for some days to ta lk to 
them.» 
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This was the last meet ing that I had w i t h 
Ma jo r M c L e a n as chief of the B r i t i s h miss ion. 

When the general came to replace h im , he 
went to London, and after being thoroughly br iefed 
there, in A p r i l 1944 he was dropped into A l ban i a 
again, where he l i nked up w i t h Ba z i i Canës. 
Through Ba z i i Canës and react ion he became 
a secret f r i end of the Germans w i t h whom he 
came to terms. McLean , the leader of this pack 
of wolves, came out in his t rue colours as our 
sworn enemy. I sha l l speak about his act iv i ty 
among this pack of wo lves and about its leaders, 
headed by Aba z K u p i , in a separate chapter. 

The B r i t i sh Genera l ' s group was not going to 
sneak into A l ban i a l i ke a gang of thieves, as 
McLean ' s group had done. At least, the B r i t i sh 
were now obl iged to i n f o rm us, to go more than 
ha l f -way towards seeking our permiss ion to enter 
A lban ia , but they st i l l made every effort to 
avoid g iv ing the slightest sign that they might 
of f ic ia l ly recognize our Nat iona l L ibera t ion War . 
Of course, they had the i r predetermined plans 
and came to us to learn our plans, to h inder the 
real izat ion of them and to create the impression 
that they were the ma in factors in our Nat iona l 
L iberat ion W a r and that ou r w a r and v i c tory 
depended on them. Gu ided by such aims, they 
tr ied to prepare a ter ra in favourable to their 
intr igues. 
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Natura l ly , we h indered them in these d iabo l ­
ica l aims. 

A f t e r M c L e a n left, I summoned K a d r i H o ­
xha , commander of the Par t i san G roup Head ­
quarters of E lbasan, and ta lked w i t h h i m person­
a l ly and at length to make absolutely sure that 
he understood everyth ing clear ly. I in fo rmed h im 
about the fact that B r igad ie r Genera l Davies, 
whom he cal led s imply «Br igad ie r Davies», was 
to be landed at B i za . 

The commander of the part isan group knew 
Engl i sh, because he had attended the Ame r i c an 
Technica l School in T i rana . Therefore, I said to 
h im, w i t h a laugh: 

«You ca l l Davies 'br igadier ' , but when the 
Br i t i sh eventual ly learn that among us the wo rd 
'br igadier ' means an N.C.O., they won ' t l i ke this 
t it le and w i l l ask you to ca l l h i m general.» 

K a d r i , w i t h that sardonic smi le of his, said 
to me w i t h a w i n k : «Don' t wor ry , I know that.» 

Nevertheless, I advised h im to behave cor­
rect ly w i t h the Genera l , to ta lk to h i m in f r iend ly 
fashion, w i thout te l l ing h im anyth ing concrete 
about our part isan forces in the region, our de­
tachments, our bases for assembly and supplies, 
in other words, I advised K a d r i to te l l h i m no­
th ing wh i ch constituted m i l i t a ry secrets. I instruct­
ed h im to ta lk to the Genera l about our wa r 
against the occupiers, about the treachery of the 
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Ba l l i Kombë ta r and its col laborat ion w i t h the 
enemy forces, about the trust the Nat iona l L i b ­
erat ion F ron t had placed in the great Soviet-
B r i t i sh -Amer i can al l iance, and to keep on te l l ing 
h im that we needed weapons, wh i ch they were 
not sending us, and so on. 

«I understand you, 'my dear fr iend' ,» he re­
pl ied (it was his custom to use this expression). 
«I shal l do just what you say.» 

«You should let h i m ta lk and not say too 
much yourself. If the Genera l does not talk, st ir 
h im up a bit so that he does.» I gave h im these 
instruct ions a l though I was sure that the B r i t i sh 
were sk i l led in deal ing w i t h the tact ic I recom­
mended. Bu t my concern was to ensure that our 
people gave away the m i n i m u m and gathered 
the max imum. 

I to ld h i m that when the Genera l came he 
was to convey to h i m my welcome and best 
wishes and instructed h i m to f u l f i l the needs the 
Genera l might have, but w i t h a correct ind i f fer ­
ence, so that our guest wou ld not get the idea 
that we were his servants, but all ies in the war . 
As soon as the Genera l landed, he should learn 
that our t rad i t iona l hospita l i ty inspires the gener­
osity of the host among the A lban ians . 

«He w i l l need some people to serve h im, a 
cook and someone to supply h im w i t h vegetables, 
but, f i rst of al l,» I instructed, «he must be found 
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somewhere to stay. A l l this must be paid for in 
ha rd cash. It's war t ime, they have money and 
our people are poor.» 

«I understand, 'my dear fr iend' ,» was K a d r i 
Hoxha 's re f ra in . 

«Later, we shal l examine his att itude towards 
our war , towards the pol icy of the Nat iona l L i b ­
erat ion F ron t and towards the Bal l i s ts and reac­
tion,» I said, «and depending on th is stand, we 
shal l define our conduct towards h im . 

«All the people who are to associate w i t h 
h im must be sound, intel l igent, prudent, close-
mouthed, and a hundred per cent loya l to our 
cause,» I instructed the commander. 

«I have every th ing clear, 'my dear fr iend' .» 
«Where do you th ink we might bi l let the 

Br i t i sh Genera l for the t ime being?» I asked 
K a d r i Hoxha , pretending that I could not guess 
the place he wou ld name. 

«In Orenja, 'my dear f r iend' ,» he repl ied 
w i t h a w i n k of his eye, smi l ing his sardonic smi le 
and st rok ing his dapper moustache. «The Genera l 
w i l l be n ice ly caged up there.» 

«I agree,» I said. «Establ ish h i m in Oren ja 
w i t h your f r iend Beg Ba l l a . They te l l me that the 
Genera l is gett ing on in years. S ince Beg is e l ­
der ly, too, i t might please h i m to ta lk to the 
Genera l , but m i nd you don't let Beg gossip w i t h 
h i m much.» 
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The group commander smi led. 
«I was only pu l l i ng your leg, as he is your 

fr iend,» I said. «Because Beg Ba l l a is a sympath iz ­
er of the Nat iona l L ibera t ion War . 

«First of al l,» I cont inued, «we must provide 
the Genera l w i t h a l ia ison off icer, one of our 
comrades who knows Eng l i sh we l l , who w i l l 
remain w i t h h im cont inuously and act as the l i nk 
between h i m and his staff and the Nat iona l L i b ­
erat ion Genera l Counc i l and the Genera l Staff 
of the Nat iona l L iberat ion A r m y . I thought of 
Comrade F reder i k Nosi.» 

«You r idea is a good one,» he repl ied. 
F reder i k Nos i came f rom the same fami l y 

as Le f Nos i , a person who had inf luence w i th i n 
E lbasan and a l l over the distr ict, especial ly 
in Shpat. Le f was notorious as a cunn ing 
bourgeois inte l lectual opposed to the people; 
he had been against the peasant upr is ing of H a -
xh i Qami l i . In the t ime of Zog he cont inued to 
enr ich himself. He was respected by the regime 
as a person w i t h tendencies opposed to Vër l ac i . 
Later he became a prominent f igure in the Ba l l i 
Kombë ta r against our Pa r t y and the Nat iona l 
L ibera t ion Front . Consistent in his treachery, Le f 
Nos i went so far as to col laborate w i t h the Ge r ­
mans also, but we captured h im and t r ied h im for 
his cr imes. Du r i ng the Zog regime Le f Nos i must 
have been an agent of the Intel l igence Service, 
because he l ived and col laborated w i t h an Eng -
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l i sh woman, Mrs . Has luck, who l i ved for some 
t ime in Elbasan where she occupied a house and 
had become his mistress. She was al legedly en ­
gaged in anthropological research, in col lect ing 
f lowers, butterf l ies and folk lore, but in fact, as 
was proved later, she was wo r k i n g for the 
B r i t i sh Secret Service. Mr s . Has luck remained 
in E lbasan un t i l the occupation of A l ban i a in 1939 
by fascist Italy. A f t e r leav ing A lban i a , this long­
t ime agent of the B r i t i sh Intel l igence Serv ice 
turned up in Ca i ro and served as instructor there 
for the B r i t i sh missions that were sent to A l b an i a 
du r i ng the Nat iona l L ibera t ion War . 

F reder ik was a patr iot ic intel lectual , who 
had done his p r ima ry school ing in E lbasan and 
went on to Robert Col lege in Istanbul, where 
the lessons were g iven in the Eng l i sh language 
wh i ch he mastered we l l . La te r he graduated for 
l aw in Ita ly and, on the eve of the occupat ion 
of A l ban i a by fascist Italy, was appointed a judge. 

F reder i k hated Lef, was opposed to h im . 
He was a progressive man w i t h revo lut ionary 
views, wanted to become a communist and jo ined 
the «Zjar r i» Group . When this group was expos­
ed and demolished by the Par ty , F rede r i k was 
one of those honest comrades who abandoned the 
group, jo ined the Pa r t y and fought and st i l l 
f ights loya l ly w i t h i n its ranks, wi thout ever w a ­
ver ing. 
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I remember that after I had wr i t t en in the 
newspaper Zëri i popullit, the art ic le, A Few 
Words about Some Lackeys of Fascism: the «Zja-
rri» Group, the essence of wh i ch was: open f i re 
against the «Z ja r r i» Group , and the group had 
been completely smashed, when I was on my way 
back f r om Ko r ç a to Labinot , at Pol is , in the home 
of My f t a r Ho xha I met a young man ca r ry ing a 
satchel. 

«Who are you?» I asked h im . 
«Freder ik Nosi,» he repl ied. «I've jo ined the 

partisans and have been admit ted to the Par ty , 
too,» and he to ld me about his act iv i ty . 

I had heard the name of F reder i k Nos i . 
because we had it in the list of names of the 
members of the «Zjarr i» G roup . Bu t I formed a 
good impression of h i m f r om the t ime I f i rst met 
h im in My f t a r ' s house and I was not mistaken. 

This, in a few words, was F reder i k Nos i 
whom I was to appoint as the l ia ison off icer at­
tached to Genera l Davies. 

I knew Freder ik ' s record and was convinced 
that he was loya l to the Pa r ty . I thought that 
when this person was proposed to Genera l D a ­
vies as l ia ison off icer, the Genera l wou ld be «in 
the seventh heaven», and, wh i l e keeping his face 
as impassive as Buddha , wou l d th ink, «What an 
unsuspected blessing! The nephew of Le f Nosi , 
Mrs . Has luck 's acquaintance, is to be w i t h me?!» 
Later, when I proposed Freder ik to the Genera l , 

73 



he was unable to hide his del ight. Bu t he was 
wrong . F reder ik Nos i was not and never became 
his man. 

I summoned Freder ik , to ld h im of the m i s ­
sion w i t h wh i ch we were charg ing h im, def ined 
his duties, spoke about the importance of the job, 
its dangers and the benefits we wou ld have f r om 
it, and asked h im whether he agreed to accept 
the task. 

«I fu l l y agree,» he said, «I am a soldier of 
the Pa r t y and w i l l go wherever it sends me. I 
w i l l do my duty honourably.» A n d he d id, too, 
honourably, as a patr iot and a loya l son of the 
Par ty . 

R igh t f r om the start I was convinced that 
the coming of this B r i t i sh mission, headed by a 
general, to A l ban i a wou l d not b r ing any notable 
benef i t to our Nat iona l L ibera t ion War . The Gen ­
era l wou ld certa in ly fo l low the same strategy 
and tactics towards us as his predecessors, that 
is, he wou ld assist us w i t h a few weapons, a l i t t le 
ammuni t ion and c lothing, the m i n i m u m to 
just i fy his coming and staying here, wou ld give 
us a few hundred sovereigns, in order to say, «T ry 
to buy weapons f r om the occupat ion soldiers on 
the black market,» etc. As we had understood 
f r om what they attempted to do secretly, the real 
task of the B r i t i sh m i l i t a r y missions was to gather 
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i n fo rmat ion about the s i tuat ion, organizat ion, size 
and changes in the enemy forces, as we l l as about 
the situation, organizat ion, act iv it ies and numbers 
of our part isan forces, and about the strategy 
and tactics of our leadership in the war . The i r 
task was to acquaint themselves w i t h the s i tua­
t ion, strength, and inf luence of the Ba l l i K ombë -
tar and other react ionary groups wh i ch were 
operat ing in our country, and on the basis of this 
in format ion, to bu i ld up thei r strategy and tac­
t ics fo r in tervent ion in A lban ia . 

Wha t conclusions had I reached in regard to 
the act iv i ty of the Br i t i sh? Regardless of the fact 
that they were f ight ing against fascist Ita ly and 
H i t l e r i te Germany , regardless of the fact that 
they were a l l ied w i t h us who were f ight ing the 
same enemy, they wanted to weaken our Na t i on ­
al L ibera t ion War , to weaken and, i f possible, 
e l iminate the inf luence of our Par ty , to recru i t 
agents and spies in the ranks of the Front , and 
especial ly in the ranks of the communists, in order 
to weaken and destroy us, to create groups and 
factions, and thus prepare a ter ra in in wh i ch the 
B r i t i sh off icers wou ld make the l aw in the ranks 
of our detachments and tu rn them into «com-
mandos» to car ry out sabotage actions and gather 
in format ion in the interests of the B r i t i sh Emp i re 
and to the detr iment of the independence of our 
country. 
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The i r p lan was to get to know, to meet and 
l i nk up w i t h the supporters of Zog, the heads of 
the Ba l l i Kombëtar , w i t h the bajraktars and 
quisl ings, and together w i t h them, to create a 
mi l i ta ry-po l i t i ca l force in A l ban i a opposed to the 
Communis t Pa r t y and the Nat iona l L ibera t ion 
Front . They wanted to have this force, wh i ch 
they wou ld lead pol i t ica l ly and mi l i ta r i l y , ready 
to engage in direct f ight ing against us du r i ng 
the Nat iona l L ibera t ion W a r and especial ly on 
the eve of L iberat ion, in order to seize power 
f r om our hands, or at least, to force us to share 
power w i t h them. 

It was the sacred duty of the Pa r t y and of 
me personal ly, as its Genera l Secretary and res­
ponsible for the part isan a rmed forces, to block, 
paralyze and destroy these d iabol ica l plans of the 
Br i t i sh . We were to car ry out this sacred duty 
w i t h complete success. W i t h its heroic struggle 
and revolut ionary vigi lance, the Pa r t y saved the 
people and the Home land f r om fa l l ing into many 
dangerous traps wh i ch the B r i t i sh pseudo-al l ies 
were secretly prepar ing. The B r i t i sh imper ia l is ts 
were unable to achieve any of the i r objectives. 

Prec ise ly for these reasons, the coming of 
Genera l Davies and his group put us on the alert. 
He was not being sent here for noth ing. Wi thout 
doubt his centre considered that the «condit ions 
were r ipe» for fu r ther actions. Wha t were these 
actions? It was our duty to discover them. 
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H i s centre was certa in ly sending this Genera l 
to co-ordinate the act iv i ty of the B r i t i sh missions 
here better, or to t r y to extend and increase thei r 
number for new tasks in new situations. Hence, 
it was our duty to discover these aims, too. 

Ou r Nat iona l L ibera t ion W a r had assumed 
major proport ions and was gather ing strength. 
Ou r part isan çetas, detachments, and battal ions 
were deal ing heavy b lows to the Ita l ian fascists 
in our country. The Nat iona l L ibera t ion F ron t 
had become a real i ty, a broad, power fu l , po l i t ­
ica l organizat ion wh i ch was extending day by 
day and gett ing the people into the f ight against 
the occupiers. The quis l ings were be ing exposed 
and replaced one after the other. The Ba l l i K o m -
bëtar was coming out in its t rue colours, because 
i t d id not f ight the enemy, but col laborated w i t h 
i t and the quisl ings, and in fact, i t fought us 
w i th arms and w i t h propaganda. A l l the baj rak­
tars of the No r t h were w i t h the occupiers and 
in open armed struggle against the Communis t 
Pa r t y and the people. Fo r fascist Ita ly the end 
had come, wh i l e H i t le r i te Ge rmany was receiv­
ing heavy b lows and suf fer ing one defeat after 
another. 

Prec ise ly in this s i tuat ion this B r i t i sh G e n ­
eral landed in A l ban i a . W i thou t doubt he came 
to f ish in t roubled waters. 

F o r a l l these reasons, a long w i t h the measures 
to receive h i m in the zone of E lbasan, I i m -
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mediately took other pol i t ica l , organizat ional and 
security measures. I summoned to Peza the P o l ­
i t i ca l Secretary of the Regiona l Commit tee of 
the C P A for T i rana, Gogo Nush i , whom, after 
in fo rming h i m of developments, I instructed to 
organize and set in mot ion our in format ion ser­
vice in the direct ion of p ro -Br i t i sh «democrat ic» 
circles, or leaders of the Ba l l i Kombëtar , to f i nd 
out whether they, too, had been in fo rmed about 
the coming of this miss ion headed by a general, 
and w h y i t was coming. I instructed h i m to i n ­
fo rm me as qu i ck l y as possible about every th ing 
they might learn, d i rect ly or ind i rect ly . 

L ikewise, I not i f ied Comrade H a x h i L lesh i 
to keep his ears open and set people in mot ion 
to gather in fo rmat ion on these matters by pen ­
etrat ing into the c i rc le of the bajraktars of D ib ra . 

I sent a cour ier to Baba Fa j a and in formed 
h im that, apart f r om the above task, after the 
Genera l landed, he w i t h his men must keep 
watch on a l l the roads and paths of Mar tanesh 
and not a l low any dubious character to enter 
B i z a and contact the B r i t i sh . I also in formed the 
communist comrades in Shëngjergj about the 
same thing, and instructed them to watch the 
movements of the Bal l ists, the Mema j f am i l y and 
company. 

I had a long, special ly detai led ta lk w i t h 
Musta fa Kaçaç i , commissar of the part isan çeta 
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of Mat , whom I instructed to pay attent ion to 
anyth ing he might hear and to movements of 
the Zogites in Mat , especial ly those around Baz i 
i Canës. 

Before Genera l Davies landed in our coun­
try, I received two pieces of in format ion, one 
f rom M a t and one f r om Shëngjergj . The in fo rma­
t ion f r om Ma t was that at a feast the bajraktar 
B i l a l K o l a had said: «His Majesty K i n g Zog I 
is wo r k i ng for A lban ia , he is th ink ing about us, 
and is going to send somebody important here 
soon.» 

The in format ion f r om Shëngjergj related 
that some chiefs of the Ba l l i Kombë ta r in Shëmr i 
vi l lage had sa id: «The Eng l i shman is going to he lp 
us because he is w i t h us and not w i t h the com­
munists.» 

It was possible that the B r i t i sh secret ser­
vice had in formed its people here. Th is was to 
be ver i f ied later. 

Thus, the phase of prepar ing for the a r r i va l 
in A l ban i a of the group led by the B r i t i sh Gen ­
eral Davies, du r ing the Nat iona l L ibera t ion War , 
came to an end. 
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III 

T H E COMING A N D T H E INGLORIOUS 
E N D O F G E N E R A L DAVIES 

Biza — the residence of the British General. 
Why? The old refrain — promises. Two hours 
of fruitless talk. «Not Zog but the Zogites»! «They 
have deceived you about the 'battles' of the 
Balli Kombëtar, General.» «I want to show the 
Balli Kombëtar the way». The smog — the 
games of the BBC. The five true reasons 
for his coming. Dinner with the Englishman. 
His meetings with the heads of the Balli Kom-
bëtar and the Zogites. Attempts to cross to 
the South. The crest-fallen General. «Who has 
lost the war? Who should surrender, we? Never. 
You, General, are a defeatist, a capitulationist.» 
The end: the General surrenders. 

One moonl ight n ight Genera l Davies and his 
team landed wi thout inc ident on the B i z a P lateau. 
As was reported to me, as soon as he landed, 
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he had boasted to our comrades: «I am the f irst 
B r i t i sh Genera l to land in A l ban i a by parachute». 
On the fo l low ing day, together w i t h his chief of 
staff Co lone l N icho l l s he had gone hunt ing but 
was disappointed because he had k i l l ed noth ing. 
«So, Genera l ,» I said to myself, «whi le our people 
are being k i l led, you go hunt ing!» Those days he 
ordered them to f i nd h im a dog and very qu i ck l y 
a bul ldog, wh i c h he named «Biza», was brought 
f rom T i rana, or somewhere. La ter an a ircraft 
f rom Ca i ro dropped h im a beaut i fu l col lar for 
the dog and it used to please and amuse the 
Genera l to see the dog catch the peasants by 
their baggy trousers, when he took it for a wa lk . 
It couldn't be helped — this was how the Gener ­
al had been brought up and he was incapable 
of break ing away f r om his bourgeois wo r l d . They 
in formed me f rom E lbasan also that the E n g ­
l i shman had preferred to establ ish himself on the 
B i za P la teau and not at Orenja, as our comrades 
proposed. He had asked whether this matter 
could possibly be examined later. 

As instructed, our comrades had g iven h im 
every assistance to erect huts and tents and to 
fu l f i l his other needs for people to help h im, 
transport animals and food. A l l the expendi ture 
was charged to the Engl ishman's account. 

The General 's desire to remain at the B i za 
Plateau, wh i ch is exposed to the w i n d and the 
snow, I thought, was insp i red neither by love 
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of nature and the forest, nor by romant ic fee l ­
ings, because certa in ly this Genera l was no 
B y r on or Shel ley. Other aims must have impel led 
h im to stay at B i za . W i thou t doubt M c L e a n had 
been l y ing when he pretended not to know where 
the B i z a P la teau was. 

Assured ly he preferred the B i z a P la teau for 
his residence because of its strategic posit ion. 
There the B r i t i sh a i rcraf t could drop mater ia ls 
for the team at any t ime. On the other hand, 
this place, wh i c h was in our l iberated zones, was 
suitable for the General 's purposes, because it 
was close to T i rana, close to Shëngjergj and 
Shëmr i , where the Bal l i s ts had their lairs, and 
because, regardless of the fact that the Eng l i sh ­
man pretended to be attached to us, he cou ld 
communicate more easi ly w i t h the zones of the 
Nor th , and especial ly w i t h Ma t and D ib ra . 

F r o m this i t could be deduced that the G e n ­
eral had the task to. l i nk up w i t h the B r i t i sh 
missions a lready in our country, or those whose 
coming he might request later, and through them 
to make contact and col laborate w i t h the traitors, 
the quisl ings, w i t h the Zogite react ion and the 
bajraktars of the Nor th , who had sold themselves 
to the occupiers. Therefore, I warned the com­
rades to keep a v ig i lant wa tch around B i za , to 
ident i fy those w h o m the B r i t i sh met and to 
make the Genera l understand c lear ly that, since 
he was to stay w i t h the Genera l Staf f of the 
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Nat iona l L ibe ra t ion A r m y and in the zones l i b ­
erated by the partisans, he must not move f rom 
B i za w i thout hav ing made of f ic ia l contact w i t h 
the delegates of the Staff. 

La te r the comrades in formed me that he had 
agreed to receive the delegates of our Staff and 
had also asked to meet me, and that for the t ime 
being he was concerned w i t h organiz ing the 
work to establish his quarters and his stables, 
and supplies of meat and vegetables. 

«He's a glutton,» our commander of the zone 
in formed me, «whi le as for dropp ing arms 
to us, he's cont inu ing the old re f ra in of the other 
B r i t i sh off icers: promises!» 

V e r y we l l then, let the Genera l eat and 
dr ink, let h im cool himself in the springs and the 
breezes of B i za . I wou ld not i fy h i m to come to 
meet me when i t suited me, on my way to L a -
binot. S ince he, too, had only promises, we d id 
not wo r r y about keeping h i m wai t ing, because 
we had plenty of other problems on our hands. 
We had no t ime to waste on empty words when 
the wa r w i t h the enemies and the traitors was 
raging f iercely. 

When I f in ished my wo rk in Peza I went on 
to the E lbasan region to make contact w i t h the 
organizat ion of the Pa r t y there, w i t h the leading 
comrades and the battal ions and çetas of that 
region. We had to fur ther en l i ven the organizat ion 
of the Par ty , to extend it to many vil lages, where 
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the condit ions were becoming more favourable day 
by day for the extension of the wo rk of the Pa r ty . 
In such distr icts of E lbasan as Dumre , Çe rmen i -
ka and Pol is we had good bases wh i ch had to be 
extended into L ib razhd , Shpat and elsewhere. The 
party organizat ion in the c i ty had to p lay an even 
greater revo lut ionary role in mob i l i z ing the peo­
ple, and especial ly in act ivat ing the youth who 
were swi f t -act ing and mi l i tant . I had p lanned to 
enter the c i ty myself several t imes to meet a 
number of patr iots personal ly in order to get them 
into act ion and l i nk them more f i rm l y w i t h the 
Pa r t y and the war , as we l l as to hold some meet­
ings w i t h the leaders of the youth in the c i ty and 
possibly also w i t h groups of boys and gir ls. 

As i s known , the centre f r om wh i ch we 
organized contacts w i t h E lbasan and the other 
cities most qu ick ly and readi ly was Lab inot . 
When we were threatened by some enemy at­
tack we w i thd rew deeper into the mounta ins to 
the region of Shm i l . 

I had planned to meet Genera l Davies in L a ­
binot, too. I thought I should hold this meet ing 
w i t h h im not only as the leader of the Nat iona l 
L iberat ion War , but also on behalf of the A n t i ­
fascist Nat iona l L ibera t ion Front , therefore. I 
took w i t h me Dr . N ishan i , Se j fu l la Malëshova, 
Sp i ro Mo i s i u , Kos tand in Boshnjaku, Nako Sp i ru , 
Sp i ro Ko l eka , and Musta fa G j in i sh i . The latter 
was also to serve as interpreter. He was happy 
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that I took h i m w i t h me and showed this, but 
even if he had t r ied to hide it, I had sensed that 
he was a keen supporter of the B r i t i sh . On this 
occasion I wou ld have the possibi l i ty to observe 
Mustafa 's react ion towards the B r i t i sh more care­
fu l ly . 

Genera l Davies came to the meet ing in the 
afternoon of October 31, r ight on t ime. He was 
accompanied by his chief of staff, Colonel N i c h -
olls. I shook hands w i t h h im and asked: 

«How are you? How do you feel in Al­
bania?» I said this in Eng l i sh , because, when I 
was in the L y c eum I had learned a l i t t le Eng l i sh 
as a fore ign language w i t h Baba Lon i . 

The Genera l smi led and said to me: 
«I didn't know you spoke English, you speak 

it...» 
«You r in format ion is correct, I don't speak 

Engl ish,» I in ter rupted h im, «but these are a few 
words I remember f r om my secondary school days. 
I speak F rench . We can speak in the language 
of Vo l ta i re i f you know it.» 

He repl ied w i t h a laugh: 
«I have read Vo l ta i re but I don't know the 

language.» 
Davies was a middle-aged man, a bit port ly, 

w i t h a round face and a bulbous red nose (ap­
parent ly he l i ked his wh isky) . H i s eyes were 
not as hard and cunn ing as McLean 's . He laughed 
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f requent ly and knew how to conceal his thoughts 
and feelings. The most hard-worked wo rd of his 
vocabulary was «I». He was wear ing battledress 
w i t h gaiters and heavy tan w in te r boots. He had 
on a thick khak i f ie ld jacket l i ke those they had 
dropped us for the partisans. On his head he 
wore a black beret w i t h an R A F badge and there 
were two or three meda l r ibbons on his jacket. 
He was car ry ing a stick, a real wa l k i ng stick and 
not one of those fancy batons B r i t i sh off icers 
l ike to carry. As to his age, he must have been 
we l l on in his f ift ies. 

«Br igadier Davies», I said, «you are the 
honoured representative of one of our all ies, 
B r i ta in , in the wa r against the Ita l ian fascists and 
the Ge rman nazis, and I am eager to hear what 
you have to say to us.» 

«Fi rst of all,» began the Genera l , «I want 
to pay homage to the f ight of the A l ban i an 
patriots who have vo luntar i l y sacr i f iced their 
comfort, their property and their l ives for the i r 
cause. The A l l i e d Powers consider the A l ban i an 
movement, along w i t h the movements of other 
peoples, of great importance, especial ly in the 
Balkans.» 

Then, assuming a grave pose, as if to say, 
«Look w i t h whom you have to do», he cont inued 
in a pompous tone: 

«I am happy that I was chosen to head the 
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al l ied m i s s i o n . . . I was chosen on the basis of my 
past as a soldier. (What i rony! He might as we l l 
have said for meri ts in suppressing the l iberat ion 
movement against the B r i t i sh colonial yoke in 
Mesopotamia and Palestine.) In London and in 
Ca i ro I have had discussions w i t h senior off icers 
and leading statesmen. Chu r ch i l l h imsel f wou ld 
have met me when I was prepar ing to leave for 
here, had he not been at the Quebec Conference 
in Canada. In Cai ro, M r . Casey, min ister of state 
for the M idd l e East, and commander- in-chief , 
Wi lson, had meetings w i t h me. At this t ime, M r . 
Eden, M r . H u l l and M r . Mo lo tov are meet ing in 
Moscow just l i ke you and I he re . . . » 

In order to cut short this arrogant pratt le, 
I in ter rupted: 

«We are eager and w i l l i ng to hear wha t your 
concrete tasks are and what your purpose in 
coming to our country is. We wou l d l i ke to hear 
f rom you, as an author ized senior off icer, about 
the w a r s i tuat ion in other countries, about the 
ratio of forces between our common enemies and 
our great all ies. Eve ry th ing that you may te l l us 
w i l l interest us, because i t w i l l i n f o rm us about 
the s i tuat ion of the ant i-fascist w a r and in terna­
t iona l pol icy. We are wag ing a common wa r 
against the same enemy, therefore, I assure you 
that we shal l speak s incerely and openly just as 
we w i sh you to do. We must assist one another 
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in this great wa r to defeat fascism, both in the 
m i l i t a ry f ie ld and in the pol i t ica l f ield.» 

«I 'm a soldier and not a pol i t ic ian,» 
said Davies. «Indeed, I must say that I 'm not i n ­
vo lved in pol it ics at a l l , because as you know, 
M r . Hoxha , our a rmy is apol it ical.» 

«I've heard this f r om your colleague also,» 
I said, «but it wou ld be better to say that you 
t ry 'to keep the soldier outside polit ies', or more 
correctly, to ensure that he unquest ion ingly car­
ries out the pol icy of his officers, who are not 
apol i t ical, but loya l ly fo l low the pol icy of their 
government. Excuse me, I don't mean to offend 
you,» I said to Davies, «but what you said cannot 
be true anyway, because m i l i t a ry questions can­
not be separated f r om pol i t i ca l questions. As a 
soldier, you must know the famous state­
ment of C lausewi tz of Pruss ia on this problem, 
because he was a soldier, too: 'War is the 
cont inuat ion of pol it ics w i t h other means'. In any 
case, dur ing our talks and our col laborat ion to­
gether you w i l l see for yourself that pol i t ics are 
l inked very closely w i t h the war . W i l l y -n i l l y , you 
yourself w i l l be invo lved in polit ics. It cannot be 
otherwise.» 

Genera l Dav ies smi led as he cont inued: 
«You communists m i x these two questions 

together. Of course, that is your business, but we 
B r i t i sh do not do this, because otherwise we 
wou ld be accused of in ter fer ing in the in terna l 
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affairs of others, wh i l e we do not want to inter­
fere.» 

«This statement pleases me,» I said. «Appa r -
ently the B r i t i sh Emp i re has changed its pol icy 
and this is as it should be, because now the 
peoples are awaken ing and the era of interference 
in the in terna l affa irs of others is almost over. 
Nevertheless,» I cont inued wi thout enter ing into 
academic discussion, «I 'm pleased to note that 
Genera l Davies and a l l the other B r i t i sh off icers 
subordinate to h im w i l l not interfere in our i n ­
ternal affairs.» 

I begged his pardon for in ter rupt ing and Gen ­
eral Davies cont inued: 

«We are wag ing a jo int war, because we have 
the same enemy. The enemy is very strong and, 
as you know, has invaded the terr i tor ies of Russia, 
has occupied France and the whole continent. 
H i t l e r was unable to occupy our country and now 
we are f ight ing on the seas and oceans and in the 
air and assisting a l l the peoples of the wor l d who 
are f ight ing nazism, w i t h a l l our strength. We 
also have Amer i ca , wh i c h is a great mi l i ta ry , po l ­
i t ical and economic power, as an al ly. Wi thout 
its aid, i t wou l d be d i f f i cu l t to w i n the war.» 

A n d the B r i t i sh Genera l cont inued in this 
strain for some twenty minutes. Then he got on 
to the ma in theme: 

«I have been sent to you so that, w i t h i n our 
possibil it ies, I can assist the wa r of the A lban i an 
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people who are our all ies, and for whom we have 
a lways had feelings of good w i l l . I shal l lead a l l 
the groups of off icers of the B r i t i sh missions in 
your country and they w i l l take orders f r om me. 
I 'm sure that I w i l l have the support of the P a r ­
t isan Command wh i c h you lead, and w i l l be 
assisted to acquaint mysel f w i t h the s i tuat ion in 
the country, so that I can i n f o rm my superiors 
who want more complete knowledge of the s i ­
tuat ion here in order to be able to organize and 
co-ordinate a id for the A l b an i an f ighters. 

«I want to make it clear to you and I te l l you 
f rank ly . M r . Hoxha,» cont inued the Genera l , 
«that both in Ca i ro and London there's con fu ­
s ion about the quest ion of A l ban i a . There they 
are not real ly certa in whether the wa r is being 
fought, how it is being fought and who is f ight­
ing in A lban ia . In London they say that the Zog -
ites are f ight ing the war , some say that there 
is an organizat ion of nat ional ist patr iots cal led 
the Ba l l i Kombëtar , wh i l e others say that those 
who are f ight ing are communists, the part isans 
that you lead. I believe that one of the causes for 
this confusion is that our missions here are few, 
and thus, for one reason or another, they have 
not had the possibi l i ty to acquaint themselves 
proper ly w i t h the s i tuat ion. 

«The reason that they have sent me here to 
the Par t i san Command , M r . Hoxha,» cont inued 
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this agent of the B r i t i sh Intel l igence Service, 
Genera l Dav ies w i t h the R A F badge on his beret, 
«is to clear away the smog in London and send 
a ray of sunshine there f r om A lban ia .» 

«You ' re speaking l i ke Shel ley, Br igadier ,» 
I said. «It seems to me that your insp i rat ion and 
the poetic phrases that you use have thei r source 
in the heavens, since you are an R A F officer.» 

«Oh, no, M r . Hoxha,» he said, «this is just 
an honorary R A F badge wh i c h they gave me be­
cause I am a paratrooper.» 

«Ca r ry on,» I thought to myself, «I know 
none of wha t you ' re te l l ing me is true.» 

B r igad ie r Dav ies cont inued: 
«Wh i l e look ing at matters f r om the angle of 

the part isan war , since I have been sent to you 
for this purpose, I wou ld l ike, w i t h your permis­
sion, to make contact also w i t h the other ant i ­
fascist currents wh i ch are f ight ing against the 
occupiers, for example, w i t h the Ba l l i Kombëtar , 
the Zogites or any other current, i f such exists. 
Y o u must understand that I shal l do this,» con­
t inued the Genera l , «in the interests of our com­
mon f ight, but also in the interest of A l ban i a i t ­
self. In this under tak ing, I am guided by no i n ­
terests other than those of the wa r against nazi 
Germany . That is a l l I have to say, M r . Hoxha,» 
concluded Genera l Davies w i t h a smile. 

«I have l istened to you w i t h attention, Gen ­
eral», I said. «Now please l isten to me. I shal l 
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speak at somewhat greater length, regardless of 
the fact that I am the representat ive of a sma l l 
people. Ou r people, smal l in numbers, have 
fought dur ing thei r who le existence. Y o u r people 
have fought, too, but the wars of our two peoples 
have been of d i f ferent characters. Ou r country 
has been invaded many times, but we have a l ­
ways fought the enemies, we have d r i ven them 
out and we have never m i xed our blood w i t h 
them. 

«The A l ban i an people have an ancient h is ­
tory. They are among the most ancient peoples 
of the Ba lkans and, a l though smal l in numbers, 
at every per iod they have displayed their v i t a l ­
i ty by resist ing attempts to w ipe them out, at 
a l l costs, and have matched their strength in wa r 
w i t h many savage enemies who have been u n ­
able to overcome their sentiments for f reedom. 
The Ot toman feuda l -mi l i ta ry regime prevai led 
for 500 years on end. The invaders brought death 
and destruct ion, t r ied to d r own the A lban ians in 
blood, but they never y ie lded. The A l ban i an peo­
ple preserved their language, the i r cu l ture and 
their br i l l iant ancient tradit ions. The i r who le h is ­
tory has been wr i t t en in b lood and they are shed­
d ing their blood today to w i n the i r f reedom. 
Thanks to bloody wars , thanks to the r i f le and 
the pen, in 1912 independence was proc la imed 
in V lo ra , where the patr iot Ismai l Qema l i raised 
the nat ional f lag, the f lag of our Nat iona l Hero — 
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Skanderbeg, who in the 15th century fought for 
25 years on end against the Ot toman invaders. 

«But even after this, l i t t le A l ban i a became 
a batt lef ie ld and an object of the predatory aims 
of the Great Powers and their satellites. Never ­
theless, our people wi thstood these aims and 
intr igues. In the W a r of V l o r a of 1920 they drove 
the Ita l ian occupiers into the sea.» 

I went on to speak about the regime of Zog 
and how the externa l and interna l enemies of 
the A l ban i an people brought h im to power. 

«Under his regime the country was utter ly 
ruined,» I cont inued. «Its independence existed 
on ly on paper and the people suffered every sort 
of hardship. A l ban i a was completely dependent 
pol i t ica l ly and economical ly on the Great Powers, 
wh i ch used it as a token for barter. There were 
very few schools, 85 per cent of the populat ion 
was i l l i terate. The in terna l pol icy of the despot 
Zog was a pol icy of suppression of human rights, 
a pol icy of corrupt ion, of the c lub and the noose, 
against any ord inary patr iot ic person, against 
anyth ing new and progressive. Ag r i cu l tu re was 
completely neglected, and the peasants were ex­
ploited to the bone by most ferocious mediaeval 
methods. Hunger , disease and ignorance prevai led 
everywhere. Such industry as there was, was 
quite negl ig ible — only a few workshops, where 
the worke rs toi led to exhaust ion for very l i t t le 
pay. Ou r country was left w i thout one metre of 
ra i lway. 
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«There was great unemployment and the A l ­
banians were compel led to take the road of em i ­
grat ion to Egypt, the U S A , A rgen t i na and A u s ­
tra l ia, and in spite of that, they had 'only an 
empty purse', as Çajup, the poet of our Nat iona l 
Renaissance, wrote. Unde r the regime of Zog 
the Ita l ian fascists became masters of the coun­
try . Ou r underground wea l th was explo i ted by 
them, too. 

«Fascist Italy, w i t h the support of the l o ­
cal gentry, brought in I ta l ian settlers and drove 
the peasants f r om their l and. Th rough a pol icy 
of dumping, i t swamped the A l b an i an marke t 
and absorbed a l l our r aw mater ia ls. Th is reg ime 
opened the doors to the occupation. Zog d id not 
a l low the people to f ight, sabotaged the army, 
stole the gold — the b lood and sweat of the A l ­
ban ian people, abandoned the country and today 
is l i v i ng in l u xu r y w i t h his wi fe, his son and h is 
servants in London. The suffer ings of this wa r 
were added to those the people were a l ready 
exper iencing. 

«However , as you have heard and w i l l see 
w i t h your own eyes now that you are here, the 
A l ban i an people rose against the invaders, as has 
a lways been their custom, and are f ight ing self-
sacr i f ic ingly besides the great allies. They are de­
termined and conf ident that, just as they defeated 
Ita l ian fascism, they w i l l s t r ike a mor ta l b low at 
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the H i t le r i te a rmy and w i n their f reedom. They 
are conv inced that, together w i t h this, they w i l l 
do away w i t h in terna l explo i tat ion and oppres­
sion. A happy fu ture awaits them. A l l the wea l th 
above and below the ground w i l l be in the hands 
of the people. Do you see these forests? There 
w i l l come a day when they w i l l be explo i ted to 
bu i ld factories, blocks of flats, schools and hos­
pitals and w i l l prov ide sleepers for our ra i lways, 
there w i l l come a t ime when resor ts , where 
the wo rk i ng people w i l l pass the i r hol idays, w i l l 
be established here and in other places w i t h 
crysta l springs... 

«Foreigners have occupied your country, too. 
Wars have been waged there, too. Who hasn't 
invaded your i s land: the Celts, the Romans, the 
V ik ings , the so-cal led 'Nor thmen ' , and others but 
the k ings and queens of Eng land, the upper 
strata of the country, have accepted the occupiers 
and made peace w i t h them, have coexisted and 
in termarr ied w i t h them, have adopted the 
foreigners' way of l i fe and even taken over the 
expansionist pol icy of Roman emperors and 
others. 

«Dia lect ica l ly , however, the old dies out and 
the new tr iumphs, hence, w i t h the passage of 
time, old, ant i -popular ideas are rejected and in 
place of them new ideas are born and their cor­
rectness is conf i rmed by t ime and science. 

«The history of the existence and wo rk of 
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my people is not l i ke that of the Phoen ix , be­
cause, a l though after each occupat ion it seemed 
f rom the outside that every th ing had been lost 
and any hope of f reedom had been ext inguished, 
they were never tu rned to ashes. The A l ban i an 
was an eagle and remained an eagle through the 
centuries. 

«You said, Genera l , that B r i t a i n has a lways 
wished A l ban i a we l l . F r iends speak f r ank l y and 
I regret to te l l you that I cannot agree w i t h you 
on this question. I don't wan t to go into a long 
history, but everyone knows that du r ing the F i r s t 
W o r l d Wa r and at the Treaty of Versa i l les B r i ­
ta in considered A l ban i a a savage country and a 
token for barter, a l lott ing a piece to Italy, a 
piece to Greece and a piece to Yugos lav ia . A l ­
bania and the A l ban i an people, who fought for 
existence on their own land, were sold off 
th rough open and secret treaties. Bu t why go so 
far back? When fascist Ita ly attacked us, your 
pr ime minister, Chamber la in , d id not l i f t a f i n ­
ger to help us, he was too busy w i t h his f i sh ing 
rod. Bu t could i t be imagined that Chamber la in , 
who sold out Czechos lovakia and Aus t r i a , who 
signed the Mun i c h Agreement and endangered 
the B r i t i sh Isles themselves, wou ld not sel l out 
A lban ia? This is what happened. Of course, our 
opin ion of the B r i t i sh people is di f ferent f r om 
that of their rulers. 

«We have respect for the B r i t i sh people who 
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are f ight ing courageously beside the glorious peo­
ples of the Soviet Un ion , and mak ing an out­
standing contr ibut ion to the defeat of H i t le r i te 
Germany . The B r i t i sh people are our all ies. We 
have a h igh op in ion of the wa r they are wag ing . 
Of a l l the major states of Western Europe, B r i ­
ta in i s the on ly one wh i c h resisted H i t l e r v a l -
ianty and w i t h great sacrif ice. B r i t a i n d id not 
y ie ld . It knew how to retreat and also how to 
attack. Th is fact we have never denied. Wins ton 
Church i l l , who leads the wa r of your people, 
wh i ch saved the B r i t i sh Isles, is not l i ke C h a m ­
ber la in. Bu t in our opinion, the wa r i s very com­
plex and very d i f f icu l t . 

«Pol i t ics cannot be separated f r om the war, 
Genera l . A w rong and treacherous pol icy led 
France to catastrophe. We cannot consider the 
pol icy of the Un i t ed States of Ame r i c a at that 
per iod good, because when France had been 
brought to its knees by naz i Ge rmany and your 
islands were threatened, the Ame r i c an embassy 
remained in V i chy , accredited to the F rench t ra i ­
tor, Ma r sha l l Peta in . 

«Now that we are f ight ing together on one 
front against the one savage enemy, we shal l 
smash it, because we are more power fu l . Y o u made 
passing reference to the wa r of the Soviet Un i on . 
I w i sh to stress that the Soviet Un i on is wag ing 
a heroic wa r and its Red A r m y is inv inc ib le . To 
lose one or even f ive battles does not mean that 
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you have lost the war . Bonaparte w o n every 
batt le but i t was the Russ ian people who brought 
h i m down f rom his h igh horse. Naz i sm w i l l be 
smashed and destroyed by the Soviet Un i on and 
a l l of us — the peoples who are f ight ing and are 
its all ies. 

«I must stress, Genera l , that it is good that 
you are going to clear away the smog about 
the A l ban i an quest ion wh i c h has apparent ly 
shrouded London. Th is w i l l depend on the reports 
you make. Regardless of this, however, I can 
assure you that events in ou r country w i l l de­
velop according to the w i l l of the A l b an i an peo­
ple, who this t ime are going to decide thei r own 
future by means of the r i f le . I cannot agree w i t h 
what you said, Genera l ,» I cont inued, «that M a ­
jor M c L e a n and the other B r i t i sh officers, who 
have been in our country, have been unable to 
learn the true situation, have not understood 
how the anti-fascist wa r is developing here, who 
is f ight ing and who is not f ight ing, who fought 
against us in col laborat ion w i t h the Ita l ian fas­
cists, who are attack ing us side by side w i t h the 
Ge rman nazis and who are those others who are 
prepar ing to attack us together w i t h the Ge r ­
mans. On many occasions we have made these 
matters clear to Ma jo r M c L e a n and other B r i t ­
i sh off icers and moreover, at his request, we 
a l lowed Ma jo r M c L e a n to go to urge some Ba l l i s t 
çetas in K o r ç a to unite w i t h us in f ight ing against 
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the enemy, and they not on ly d id not wan t to do 
this, but even went so far as to attack our fo r ­
ces. Th is is my answer to your statement that 
the B r i t i sh missions here 'may not have been 
proper ly in formed. ' The t ru th is that they have 
not reported the rea l s i tuat ion accurately, be­
cause th is has been the i r predisposit ion. N o w we 
are happy that you w i l l deal w i t h this question 
properly.» 

Genera l Dav ies bowed and said, «Thank 
you!» 

«General ,» I cont inued, «you spoke of the 
Zogites and said that they are f igh t ing ! Such a 
th ing has never been true, either now or in the 
past. As I said earl ier, the Zogites headed by 
Zog have oppressed the A l b an i an people for 
years on end, have murdered and sucked the 
blood of our people. Zog was a murderer , a hang­
man, a thief, an adventurer and t ra i tor who 
l inked up w i t h Italy against our people, who sold 
the country to Ita ly and prepared the occupation 
of A l ban i a . I repeat: At the tragic moment the 
tra i tor K i n g stole the people's gold and ran for 
shelter to your country. Th is crue l feuda l lord, 
agent of Aus t r i a -Hungary , agent of the Serbs and 
Wrangel 's wh i te Russians, agent of Musso l in i , 
and execut ioner of the A l b an i an people, pretends 
to be K i n g of the A lban ians ! Zog and his obed i ­
ent hound, Aba z K u p i , constitute a f i l thy ' dyn ­
asty'. H o w ludicrous is the posit ion of those 
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abroad who support Zog and th ink that they 
w i l l use h im as a t r ump card in the game they 
want to p lay to the detr iment of the A l ban i an 
people! Ahme t Zog is a card that w i l l never 
again have any value, Genera l . In our country 
the very stones of the road see Zog as an enemy, 
let alone the A lban ians who w i l l tear h i m to bits 
i f they catch h im. I f i nd it regrettable, Genera l , 
that you even ment ioned the name of this ban ­
dit.» 

«Excuse me, M r . Hoxha,» inter rupted the 
Genera l , «I d id not speak about Zog, but about 
the Zogites.» 

«General,» I repl ied, «if you speak of the 
Zogites, you are speaking of Zog, too. It is a 
mistake to th ink that the Zogites are f ight ing. 
They have never fought the occupiers and do not 
wan t to f ight them. The Nat iona l L ibera t ion 
F ron t has appealed to them to rise in the war , 
and moreover the i r chief, to w h o m one of your 
missions is attached, and who took part in 
the Conference of Peza and was elected to the 
Genera l Staff, not on ly d i d not f i re a single shot 
against the occupiers even 'by accident', but 
w i t hd rew f rom the F ron t and is organiz ing the 
react ionary forces to f ight us. 

«Br igad ier Davies,» I cont inued, «the t ime 
has come for the representatives of the b ig cap i ­
tal ist states to change their op in ion and stand 
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towards other peoples, especial ly towards the 
smal l peoples. They must accept that the peoples 
can no longer tolerate oppression and exp lo i ta­
t ion by the capital ist colonial forces and do 
their b idd ing, in a word , obey the orders and 
desires of those forces and wa i t for a L o r d 
Beaconsf ie ld, a B ismarck , a L l o yd George, a C l e -
menceau, a Sonnino, a Chamber l a i n or a Da lad ier 
to determine the i r fate. No, th is w i l l never occur 
again. A n y i l lus ion should be dispel led that the 
Great Powers w i l l ever again appoint a P r i nce 
Wied or an Ahme t Zog as ru le r of A l ban i a and 
that the A l b an i an people w i l l fa l l on thei r knees 
and say: 'So be it ' . Anyone who knows the his­
tory of the wars of the A l ban i an people through 
the centuries is convinced that our forebears 
have never bowed in submission. A n d we, the i r 
descendants, w i l l not bow, either. Excuse me for 
referr ing to the past, but I am obl iged to do so. 
I do th i s not because you do not k n ow history, 
but, since you have come to our country for the 
first t ime, i t is my duty to speak f r ank l y to you, 
as the representative of an a l l ied country, in order 
to dispel the i l lusions wh i c h you might have 
formed f r om reading the books or reports of 
B r i t i sh authors of ear l ier or more recent t imes. 
One of these 'authors' is Mr s . Has luck, the mis­
tress of a leading spokesman for the Ba l l i K o m -
bëtar, Le f Nos i , a woman who travel led a l l over 
A l ban i a in the t ime of Zog ' in order to acquaint 
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herse l f ' w i t h the country and gathered ' f lowers 
and butterf l ies ' for the collections, wh i l e now she 
del ivers ' lectures' to off icers of the B r i t i sh mis­
sions before they come to A l ban i a . Y o u , Genera l , 
are free to th ink wha t you l ike, to have and 
st ick to your o w n views, but we have the r ight 
to have ours, too; we are in our o w n country. 
Y o u are our f r iends and our al l ies in the wa r 
against the Ge rman nazis and it is our joint an t i ­
fascist wa r wh i ch br ings us together.» 

«It is precisely th is w a r that unites us, 
therefore, we must collaborate,» said Genera l 
Davies. 

«In that case,» I said, «al low me, Genera l , to 
give you a br ief summary of our Nat iona l L i b e r a ­
t ion W a r and its aims.» I went on to give h i m 
a v i v i d descr ipt ion of the w a r wh i ch our çetas. 
battal ions and br igades were wag ing a l l over 
the country against the a rmy of the Ge rman 
occupiers. I to ld h im the history of the f ierce 
battles against the Ital ians and the qu is l ing gov­
ernments in the service of the enemy, about the 
innumerable intr igues, the open and secret agree­
ments of the nat ional ist heads of both the Ba l l i 
Kombë ta r and the Zogites w i t h the V iceroy , w i t h 
Genera l Dalmazzo, and the i r col laborat ion w i th 
the occupiers in armed struggle against us. I to ld 
the B r i t i sh Genera l , who looked as i f this was 
mak i ng some impress ion on h im and as i f he 
were hear ing these things for the f i rst t ime, about 
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the correct po l i cy of our Ant i - fasc is t Na t iona l 
L iberat ion F ron t and its appeal to a l l honest A l ­
banians to un i te and f ight in this common Front , 
w i thout d is t inct ion as to class, re l ig ion, po l i t i ca l 
convict ions and ideas. 

«In regard to the Ba l l i Kombë ta r as an or­
ganizat ion of national ists, you have been m is ­
informed, Genera l ,» I to ld h im. «They d id not have 
an organizat ion, but created it later as react ion 
against the Na t iona l L ibera t ion Front . F r o m the 
program wh i c h i t proc la imed, as we l l as the 
name Ba l l i Kombë ta r wh i c h i t assumed, i t i s 
imp l ied that this 'organizat ion ' is a un ion of 
many po l i t i ca l shades, but there was no reason 
for th is to be created, at a t ime when our people 
had the i r o w n leadership and were f ight ing to 
l iberate themselves. Bo th its name and its 'De­
calogue' came f r om the offices of the V i ce roy 
and the quis l ing traitors. Ne i ther the p rogram 
nor the name of this 'organizat ion ' f r ighten the 
occupiers. Moreover , the name Ba l l i Kombë ta r 
means noth ing, because the quisl ings, the execu­
tioners and the spies can take part in that 'or­
ganizat ion ' whenever they l ike.» 

«Mr . Hoxha,» said the Genera l , «the Ba l l i 
Kombëta r m ight be react ion against the C o m ­
munist Pa r t y wh i c h you lead, but not against 
the Nat iona l L ibera t ion Front .» 

«It is react ion against both, General ,» I 
repl ied, «against both the Communis t Pa r t y of 
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A l ban i a and the Nat iona l L ibera t ion Front , wh i ch 
are f ight ing together against the occupiers. 
The Ba l l i Kombë ta r is against those who f ight 
the enemy and for those who do not f ight it. 
What I say is p roved in pract ice w i t h concrete 
facts. The Ba l l i Kombë ta r has not f i red a shot 
against the occupiers, but has f i red on us. The 
Nat iona l L ibera t ion F ron t cal led on the Ba l l i 
Kombë ta r to f ight against the occupiers even as 
a separate body, because the w a r wou ld unite us 
regardless of the fact that the Ba l l i Kombë ta r was 
not in agreement w i t h us. However , the Bal l i s ts 
st i l l d id not agree to f ight, because they were 
l inked w i t h the enemy hand and foot. To make 
this more clear to you, Genera l , it is as though 
you B r i t i sh were to say that you do not agree 
to take part in the anti-fascist f ront and f ight 
naz i Ge rmany because the Soviet Un ion , wh i ch 
is communist, is in this anti-fascist f ront! Hence, 
it is just as i f you were to reason this way : 'Since 
the Soviet Un i on is a communist state, we shal l 
f ight shoulder to shoulder w i t h H i t l e r ' ! Ou r people 
have an expression wh i ch sums up this hosti le, 
pro-occupier stand of the Ba l l i Kombëtar . It goes 
l ike this: 'To spite my mother - in - l aw I 'm going 
to sleep w i t h the mi l ler . ' A n d to spite the com­
munists and the Nat iona l L ibera t ion Front , the 
Ba l l i Kombëtar has un i ted w i t h Ge rman naz ism 
against its own A l ban i an people. That is how 
matters stand w i th the Ba l l i Kombëtar , Genera l . 
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Fo r these good reasons that I have out l ined, we 
are at wa r w i t h this t ra i tor organizat ion and its 
tra i tor chiefs. They are f ight ing against us, shou l ­
der to shoulde, w i t h the Germans, hence, they 
are on the other side of the barr icade. We admi t 
the elements that break away f r om this organ iza­
t ion into the F ron t on condi t ion that they f ight. 
If they do not f ight the Germans and we capture 
them arms in hand, we consider them their me r ­
cenaries and treat them as such. 

«A l though they see that the i r cause is lost, the 
trai tor heads of the Ba l l i Kombë ta r and their 
quis l ing fr iends, act ing on the instruct ions of the i r 
masters, th ink that by operat ing in this w a y they 
are wo r k i ng for the future. They are the blackest 
reaction, representatives of the beys, aghas and 
merchants who have oppressed the people and 
dream of oppressing them again tomorrow, but 
under the 'nat iona l ' label, as 'national ists ' and 
'democrats', and what is most important fo r 
them, under the 'ant i -communist ' label . However , 
the A l ban i an people cannot be led by the nose. 
They see c lear ly that the A l ban i an communists 
have put the i r l ives in the service of the interests 
of the people. The A l ban i an people are l i nked 
l ike f lesh to bone w i t h the Communis t Pa r t y that 
leads them. The quis l ing, Ba l l i s t and Zogite 
reaction are quite unable to conceive this close 
un i ty; they do not and never could th ink of i t 
proper ly and real ist ical ly, because they cannot 
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imagine where its roots l ie. Interna l react ion 
has a lways rel ied on fore ign react ion and the 
occupiers of ou r country. Th is t rad i t iona l re­
l iance has become second nature to those who 
have managed to ru le in this way and cannot 
imagine any other way in wh i ch they can rule 
the people. 

«On the one hand, the react ionaries th ink 
the people are ignorant, s tup id and destined to 
remain oppressed for ever, and this, according 
to them, is beyond dispute. On the other hand, 
they imagine that they have inf luence among 
the people, that the people w i l l say to the traitors, 
feudal lords, beys and b lood-suck ing usurers: 
'Come on, we can hard ly wa i t for you to c l imb 
on our backs again, to steal the crust of bread 
f r om our mouths, to suck our b lood and k i l l us.' 
These are the i l lus ions that guide A l ban i an reac­
t ion. Do you understand me, Genera l?» 

«Not ve ry wel l ,» he repl ied. 
«Then I shal l make it even clearer,» I sa id. 

«A lban ian react ion, made up of quisl ings, Bal l is ts 
and Zogites, etc., is exp lo i t ing its col laborat ion 
w i t h the Ge rman nazis, the i r offensives against 
us, in order to destroy our l i nks w i t h the people, 
to l iquidate us and tomorrow, when naz ism is 
f ina l ly smashed, to have an organized fascist 
a rmy and seize power. It is hop ing for two th ings: 
that Ge rman arms w i l l l iqu idate the people's 
war, and that w i t h the support of wor ld reaction 

106 



i t w i l l ho ld power after the defeat of Germany. 
Un fo r tuna te l y for reaction, however, ' it is reckon­
ing its account w i thout the innkeeper ' , as 
ou r people say. It is not capable of l i qu idat ing 
our people's war , the people w i l l never a l low i t 
to take power, because they are going to smash 
i t to smithereens. The externa l reaction, on wh i ch 
it is p i nn ing its hopes, when it changes its coat, 
w i l l not be able to come to its aid, because our 
armed people w i l l have put i t in its place.» 

W h e n we took a break to d r ink a cup of 
tea, D r . N i shan i and the others jo ined in the 
conversat ion, adding the i r v iews in the spir i t 
of the matters I raised. 

A f t e r the break we cont inued the talk. 
«General,» I resumed, «we bel ieve that w i t h 

your coming the relat ions between us w i l l be 
strengthened. As you can imagine, the wa r has 
been and is f ierce f r om every v iewpo int for us 
A l b an i an partisans. Ou r pr inc ip le is: relentless, 
fierce, uncompromis ing wa r against the occupiers. 
We are a people who in the past have been 
f layed, impover ished, burned and robbed of every­
th ing. Wha t we have we defend tooth and 
na i l . We had no weapons to f ight w i th , but these 
we have we captured f r om the enemy and we ' l l 
cont inue to do so, and we are spar ing noth ing in 
the f ight against it. F o r food we have the maize 
bread and onions of the poor who share them 
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w i t h us w i l l ing ly . Despite these condit ions our 
partisans are indomitable. As you know wa r r e ­
quires arms and ammun i t i on to w ipe out the 
max imum number of enemies. We are al l ies and 
as such we have sought and are seeking f r om you 
arms and some c loth ing and noth ing else. Un f o r ­
tunately your officers, who c la im they have come 
to assist us — excuse me, Genera l , but I must 
tel l you f r ank l y — have g iven us more promises 
than assistance. Th is is not a serious att itude. At 
the most, the occasional a i rcraft has dropped us a 
few weapons and a r id icu lous ly sma l l quant i ty of 
ammuni t ion . Th is a id in armaments is so sma l l 
that it doesn't count at a l l . There is a wise say ing, 
General , wh i c h goes: ' Y ou k n o w your f r iends i n 
t roubled times.' We are a people w h o never ask 
for char i ty. We do not ask for chocolate or b i s ­
cuits, but on ly for weapons to l iberate our Home ­
land f rom our common enemy. Y o u came to our 
country and promised us arms, then keep your 
wo rd and give them to us. 

«A l l ow me to te l l you the op in ion of ou r 
partisans. They say: 'The B r i t i sh off icers w h o 
have come, say that they w i l l help us w i t h wea ­
pons, but where are the weapons? W h y don't 
they give them to us? Then, w h y have they 
come here, or is i t just to b low up the in te rna l 
bridges l i nk ing the part isan zones?' A n d in fact, 
this is just what the B r i t i sh of f icer Sm i l ey d id . 
On his own in i t iat ive he b lew up the H a x h i 
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Beqar i B r idge wh i c h had no strategic va lue for 
the enemy, wh i l e b low ing i t up caused great 
di f f icult ies for the people of the two regions 
wh i ch this br idge l i nked and for the part isans. 
The part isans have every r ight to ask such 
questions. Therefore, Genera l , we bel ieve that 
w i th you r coming here this state of affa irs w i l l 
come to an end and f r om now on you w i l l send 
us arms and ammun i t ion . 

«A t the same t ime, we th ink you ought to 
stop dropp ing weapons to the A l ban i an reac­
tionaries, col laborators w i t h the Germans, who 
use these weapons to f ight us. I te l l y ou that our 
Genera l Staf f and our partisans, who are sacr i f ic­
ing the i r l ives for the l iberat ion of our Homeland, 
are ind ignant at these irresponsible acts of the 
Br i t i sh off icers here. 

«The last matter that I want to raise w i th 
you is that of the B B C . W h e n i t had no in for ­
mat ion about how events were developing 
in our country, we had no grounds for complaint 
in regard to the B B C , but now that the 
Br i t i sh missions have come here we cannot accept 
its equ ivoca l stand. Not only does this Rad io 
speak ve ry rare ly about the heroic wa r wh i ch 
the A l ban i an part isans are waging, but when 
it does ment ion it, i t impl ies that the Bal l is ts 
and the Zogites are f ight ing naz ism. Th is is 
scandalous, Genera l . Th is is deceit and a great 
insult to us who are doing the f ight ing. Instead 
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of te l l ing the t ru th about us, your Rad io ta lks 
about those who are uni ted w i t h the Germans ! 
Therefore, we protest energet ical ly about these 
l ies of the B B C , wh i ch , by spreading propa­
ganda in favour of react ion, is s imp ly t r y i ng to 
confuse the A l b an i an people. That is a l l I have 
to say, Genera l , and I thank you for the at ten­
t ion w i t h wh i c h you have l istened to me.» 

Du r i ng the whole t ime that Mus ta fa G j i n i sh i 
was translat ing, the B r i t i sh off icer Nichol ls , who 
accompanied Davies, took notes. 

The Genera l spoke aga in in reply. He said: 
«You must excuse me, M r . Hoxha , for being 

unable to rep ly to your compla int about the 
B B C , because, in the f i rst place, I have not 
heard its broadcasts in the A l b an i an language 
and, as you know, nei ther I nor my off icers 
know your language and, in the second place, as I 
to ld you, I am a m i l i t a r y man and the B B C is 
a c i v i l inst i tut ion in wh i ch m i l i t a ry men cannot 
meddle. In our country, M r . Hoxha , there i s 
democracy and d iv is ion of labour.» 

«Of course, there is d iv i s ion of labour,» I 
said, «but can you te l l me who in fo rmed the 
B B C about the f ight ing i n V l o ra , wh i c h was 
waged by the part isans and wh i ch , astonishingly, 
was broadcast as f ight ing by the Bal l i s ts? It is 
your officers, w i t h the i r power fu l radio t ransmi t ­
ters, that supply th is informat ion.» 

«Mr . Hoxha,» the Genera l hastened to ex­
pla in, «our off icers send their in fo rmat ion to the 
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War Off ice.» (This was out of the f ry ing-pan in to 
the fire.) 

« A n d that the W a r Off ice hands i t on to 
the B B C , I understand. Bu t I understand also 
that the W a r Of f ice receives distorted reports 
f rom you r off icers,» I said, cut t ing h i m short. 

«Oh, no, M r . Hoxha,» said the Genera l . 
«Possibly they are distorted by the A lban ians who 
work in the B B C . » 

«Then th row them out!» I retorted. 
«However , I sha l l report what you to ld me,» 

he said and cont inued: «In regard to sending 
arms, we want to help a l l those who are f ight ing, 
but you understand there are many of them. We 
are d ropp ing arms everywhere: i n France, Y u ­
goslavia, Greece, Ho l l and , etc., etc., as we l l as in 
A lban ia . I understand that you may not have 
been dropped many weapons and the reason for 
this is not because we don't want to, but because 
we do not have a l l we need, and the ma in ob­
stacles are the lack of a ircraft , bad weather and 
the enemies' ant i -a i rcraf t defences. I understand 
your urgent need, because weapons are the ma in 
things in order to f ight and I assure you that 
we shal l drop weapons only to those who are 
f ight ing the G e r m a n nazis and not to others. 
Nevertheless,» said the Genera l cutt ing short 
this question so ve ry impor tant to us, «I shal l 
examine your requirements carefu l ly , in detai l, 
and i n fo rm the W a r Of f ice in London about this. 
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«However, M r . Hoxha , I had one f ina l ques­
t ion 1 wanted to discuss w i t h you.» 

«Go ahead», I said, «I am l istening.» 
I knew that what he was going to say con­

st i tuted the who le purpose for wh i ch he had 
come to A l ban i a . 

«M r . Hoxha,» began the B r i t i sh Genera l , 
«I l istened carefu l ly to a l l your arguments in 
connection w i t h the wa r against I ta l ian and Ge r ­
man fascism. We in London have been convinced 
that the A l ban i an people are f ight ing against the 
occupiers of the i r country and that this f ight has 
extended and grown stronger. Bo th we and you 
are interested in br ing ing the wa r to an end as 
qu i ck l y as possible, but this cannot be achieved 
wi thout smashing H i t le r i te Germany , w i thout 
shedding blood and mak i ng sacrif ices. I agree 
w i t h you that the whole people should be uni ted 
in this anti-fascist war and, in order to achieve 
this, it is necessary to convince everybody of the 
need to f ight this war. I understand ve ry we l l 
what tremendous efforts the Nat iona l L ibera t ion 
F ron t has made in this d i rect ion and the suc­
cesses wh i ch i t has achieved, but in London i t 
is thought that even greater efforts must be 
made. London believes that in A l ban i a there is 
a large number of nationalists, non-communists , 
who for one reason or another have st i l l not 
jo ined in the war . Perhaps these people are not 
yet thoroughly convinced about wha t is the hon -
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ourable course, wh i c h is to f ight the occupiers. 
Shou ld we not show them this course, M r . 
Hoxha?» 

«We have been do ing th is ever since Italy 
invaded us on A p r i l 7, 1939,» I repl ied to this 
general-cum-dip lomat, who was noth ing but an 
old fox. «We have made a thousand and one 
efforts, have ta lked to these people ind iv idua l ly , 
have inv i ted them to come to meetings and ral l ies, 
indeed even to impor tant meetings, where they 
could speak and express the i r v iews wi thout being 
obl iged to undertake any commitment, and we 
have also decided to car ry out jo int actions, as 
your predecessor, M r . McLean , is we l l aware of, 
but none of those things wh i ch we have proposed 
has been accepted by those in w h o m you are i n ­
terested. W h y is this so? Because those who you 
describe as hav ing A l ban i an blood in the i r veins, 
or as democrats, are but col laborators w i t h the 
enemy, branded fascists and ant i -A lban ians.» A n d 
I l isted the f i l t hy acts of the Ba l l i Kombë ta r one 
by one. 

«It was they who turned the i r weapons 
against us,» I to ld h im, «who concluded the D a l -
mazzo-Kë l cy ra Agreement to suppress the N a ­
t ional L ibera t ion Movement and be in f r iendship 
w i th the Ital ians; who in Feb rua ry 1943 went 
w i t h a senior off icer of the Ita l ian M i l i t a r y 
Intel l igence (SIM) to the Ba l l i s t Safet Bu t ka 
to persuade h im to uni te w i t h them against us, 
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and who, together w i t h the fascists, put who le 
regions to the torch and murdered ch i ld ren and 
o ld folk. 

«When the Germans came, Genera l , the i r 
hopes, wh i ch were dashed by the cap i tu lat ion of 
Italy, rev ived, and thus they became tools of the 
nazis, too. We have documents in our possession 
wh i ch prove thei r col laborat ion w i t h the nazis. 
We can give them to you i f you l ike . To us a l l 
this is quite clear. Therefore, we have wr i t t en 
off this appendage of the Gestapo and the Ge r ­
man Wehrmacht . We have a du ty on ly towards 
mis led A lban ians in the i r ranks to w h o m we 
address cont inua l appeals to abandon their l ea ­
ders' course of betrayal.» 

«Precisely, M r . Hoxha . We should make one 
f i na l effort so that i t w i l l be possible for me to 
convince London proper ly that these elements 
are not for wa r against the Ge rman nazis,» in ter ­
rupted the Genera l . «You w i l l understand that I 
ought to hear the i r reasons and t r y to conv ince 
them to f ight. Therefore, I wou ld l i ke your op i ­
n ion and your permission to hold a meet ing w i t h 
the national ist chiefs to convince them to aban­
don the wrong course they have taken. I assure 
you that I shal l come to give you an accurate 
account of the results of the talks.» 

«As you yoursel f declared, Genera l ,» I said, 
«you have been attached to us, therefore, I d i d 
not expect such a proposal f r om a senior a l l ied 
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officer. (In fact, I not on ly expected it, but I 
knew that th is was the ma i n purpose of his 
coming here.) S ince you have been attached to 
us, you are not permit ted to go outside our l i b ­
erated terr i tor ies to ho ld ta lks w i t h the enemies 
of the A l b an i an people. Such a th ing is nei ther 
r ight nor pr inc ip led. The a l l ied governments have 
declared that they w i l l make no compromise w i t h 
Hi t ler i te Germany . We consider your coming to 
the Genera l Staf f of the Par t i san A r m y as an a id 
in order to drop us weapons, muni t ions and c lo th­
ing in the service of our common war , as you 
yourself have stated.» 

«But M r . Hoxha,» objected the Genera l , «I 
consider what I proposed to you as an a id to 
our common war.» 

«No, Genera l ,» I cut h i m short, «you are 
mistaken. We have not sought and do not accept 
such an 'a id ' , because we have no need for it. 
I want to emphasize that you are tak ing upon 
yourself the role of mediator, of conci l iator be­
tween us and tra i tors to our Homeland. We can­
not accept such a th ing, f r om you or f r om anyone 
else. I to ld you and I repeat that there is not 
and w i l l never be any compromise w i t h the 
Bal l ists, the Zogites, and the other col laborators 
w i th the Germans. Whoever attempts to make 
a compromise w i t h them w i l l be the sworn enemy 
of the A l b an i an people. At the beginning, Ge ­
neral, y ou to ld me that you are not invo lved in 
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polit ics, that you are s imp ly a soldier, but 
now, contrary to what you said, you want to 
carry out pol i t ica l act iv i t ies w i t h col laborators of 
the Germans! Y o u asked for my op in ion and 
permiss ion and our answer is th is: Y o u r proposal 
i? regarded as unacceptable for the reasons wh i ch 
I gave you above, that is, because we have no 
need to make peace with those who are our 
enemies to the end and we do not accept media­
tion.» 

«You r v iewpo int is quite c lear to me, M r . 
Hoxha,» the Eng l i shman hastened to say, «but I 
ask you to a l low me to have just one meet ing 
w i t h them, suff ic ient to te l l them that they must 
f ight the Germans, and I assure you that I w i l l 
say noth ing about any 'agreement for conc i l ia ­
t ion ' . That is not my affair.» 

«In pr inc ip le, Genera l , I do not agree, either, 
that you should go f r om our l iberated zones to 
them,» I added. «You could have gone d i rect ly 
to them, but that wou ld be another question. 
However , I am not going to keep you prisoner. 
S ince you insist, you may ho ld just one meet ing 
w i t h them, but we shal l not a l low a second meet­
ing. Y o u must choose whether you w i l l stay 
wi th us or w i t h them. If you are going to stay 
w i t h us you w i l l r ema in in our terr i tor ies; i f 
you want to stay w i t h them, go to the terr i tor ies 
control led by the Germans, but we sha l l not a l low 
you to come back here. I te l l you once again, and 
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I am a hundred per cent cer ta in of this, that 
reaction w i l l never jo in in the wa r against the 
Germans. Y o u said that you wou ld i n fo rm me 
about your ta lk w i t h the Ba l l i s t chiefs. I thank 
you for this, but it does not interest me in the 
least, because I know already what you w i l l ta lk 
about.» 

Th is brought the f i rst ta lk w i t h the Br i t i sh 
Genera l to a close. He stayed to d inner w i th us 
and next day Mus ta fa G j i n i sh i and several par­
tisans escorted h im to his «la ir» in B i za . 

N o w the manoeuvres and aims of the B r i t i sh 
government w i t h its al legedly m i l i t a ry missions, 
wh i ch i t was sending to A l ban i a under the pre­
text of he lp ing the Nat iona l L ibera t ion War , were 
becoming even clearer. The cal l for v ig i lance 
wh ich I addressed to a l l the communists, the 
ind iv idua l letters wh i ch I sent to H a x h i L lesh i , 
Baba Fa ja , and the comrades of V l o ra , E lbasan 
and Gj i rokas t ra , as we l l as the discussions I he ld 
w i th M y s l i m about the question of the B r i t i sh 
officers, had been very necessary. B r i t a i n had 
temporar i ly changed its coat, but it was the 
same old B r i t a i n that we had k nown — i m ­
perialist, react ionary and an oppressor of the 
peoples. Natura l l y , i t had neither the economic 
nor the m i l i t a ry strength that i t had had in the 
past, but it was pract is ing the same tr ickery, i n ­
trigues and deception, indeed in more ref ined ways. 
True, B r i t a i n was f ight ing against the Germans, 
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was one of the members of the Ant i - fasc ist B loc, 
but i t was clear and unwave r i ng in both its 
war t ime and its post-war aims. B r i t a i n and 
Amer i ca wanted Ge rmany to be smashed dur ing 
the war, but they wanted to benefit f r om the 
war, wanted the Soviet Un i on to emerge weak ­
ened, and d id not want react ion in a l l the 
countries occupied by the nazis to be l iqu idated 
by the people's forces, but on the contrary, 
wanted it to come out w i t h the least possible 
damage and to take power after the l iberat ion 
under «democrat ic» and other labels and, i f this 
proved impossible, to compel the people to 
share power w i t h i t by c la iming that i t f i red 
a couple of shots at the eleventh hour. Th is 
was one of the ma in a ims of the B r i t i sh and 
the Amer icans . A l r eady dur ing the wa r they 
were support ing react ion in var ious countries, 
advis ing it to be careful , to organize itself w i t h 
the aid of the occupiers, to step up the attacks to­
gether w i t h the enemy against the communists 
and the people's forces, to come out in the f ight 
under al legedly nat iona l slogans and to seize 
power on the eve of l iberat ion, wh i l e p romis ing 
that i t wou ld have thei r power fu l a id . 

Th is i s w h y the B r i t i sh and Amer i cans 
were t ry ing in every way to get into the occupied 
countries, so that on the one hand, under the 
disguise of g iv ing m i l i t a r y a id, they could create 
the i r agencies w i t h i n the nat iona l l iberat ion 
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movements to sabotage these movements and 
their war , and on the other hand, to assist reac­
t ion w i t h weapons, gold, organizat ion and advice. 

It was precisely because I feared that this 
was what they were up to that I devoted such 
attention to the true aims of the B r i t i sh and 
gave the organizat ions of the Pa r t y and the 
part isan detachments such detai led instruct ions 
as soon as the f i rst B r i t i sh miss ion headed by 
McLean entered A lban ia . 

Eve ry th ing wh i ch we heard f rom Genera l 
Davies fu l l y conf i rmed our beliefs. We should 
not have the sl ightest i l lus ion that B r i t a i n was 
going to assist ou r war. No . Th is mission, in 
part icu lar , l i ke a l l the other missions, had only 
the aims I ment ioned above. Its a im was pure ly 
pol i t ica l . 

The reason Br igad ie r Genera l Davies and 
his group came to us was, f irst, that we were 
the biggest and indeed the only organized po l i t i ­
cal and ideological f ight ing force in A l ban i a ; they 
could not send h i m ei ther to the Ba l l i Kombëta r 
or to the Zogites, because they knew that they 
represented noth ing much . Second, they sent the 
Genera l and his staff to us, as I said previous ly, 
to learn about our po l i t i ca l and m i l i t a ry organiza­
t ion, to discover our strong and weak points so 
that they could f ight us more effect ively, in 
order to put our Nat iona l L ibera t ion W a r under 
their po l i t i ca l and m i l i t a ry leadership and, i f 
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this proved impossible, to compromise and cor­
rupt cadres and staffs w i t h a few weapons, a few 
clothes or a few hundred sovereigns, in order 
to destroy us f r om w i th i n . 

However , our Pa r t y was v ig i lant towards 
them, even after the v i c tory over the occupiers, 
and this was one of its greatest mer i ts. The 
Par ty fought against the occupier of that t ime, 
as we l l as against the camouf laged enemies of 
the future. 

Natura l l y , the plans of the B r i t i s h in A l b a ­
nia were fa i l ing. London was a larmed, rad iograms 
were sent back and for th; undoubted ly things 
were not in order at e i ther end, therefore it sent 
Genera l Dav ies as head of the mission. London 
sent h im to te l l us that they va lued our w a r 
h igh ly and put us to sleep, that al legedly «the 
Genera l had author i ty to settle the disagreements 
wh i ch might have emerged between us and the 
Br i t i sh mission», and f ina l ly , that «w i th his com­
ing they wou ld send us more weapons.» We d id 
not believe any of this. 

A f t e r Genera l Davies left, the comrades and 
I sat ta lk ing t i l l late into the night. F i na l l y I 
d rew the fo l lowing conclusions about the aims 
for wh i ch he had been sent here: 

First, to make contact w i t h the heads of the 
Ba l l i Kombëta r and the Zogites and, through 
them, w i t h the quisl ings, to advise them on be-
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half of London on how they should organize 
themselves to be ready when Ge rmany capitulated 
in the near future, to assure them that they 
wou ld a lways have the f u l l support of B r i t a i n 
and Amer i ca . 

Second, to inst ruct them that on no account 
must they a l low the communists to take power 
in the future. 

Third, to instruct them how they should 
organize the i r forces «i l legal ly» and carry out 
some sham actions. To this end, he wou ld attach 
some B r i t i sh missions to them and might a lso 
send others to organize and direct these activit ies. 
The Genera l wou ld promise them weapons and 
money. We know that a l l the traitors have 
always been ready to sel l the i r souls and the i r 
Homeland for l i re and pounds, and the B r i t i sh 
know and exp lo i t th is weakness of theirs. 

Fourth, to study the s i tuat ion and strength 
of di f ferent chiefs of react ion, to sound out the 
terrain, to ga in f i rs t -hand knowledge of the ten­
dencies of the var ious groups, the possibi l i ty of 
all iances between them and of gather ing them 
around some par t i cu la r i nd iv idua l or some new, 
less compromised group, as the B r i t i sh put it. 
However, I th ink that the B r i t i sh are t r y ing 
to ra l ly react ion around Zog as a «const itut ional» 
monarch, a «reformer» and «democrat», and 
undoubtedly, the Genera l has come to see what 
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the t ra i tor chiefs th ink of this «br i l l iant» idea (1) 
of the Br i t i sh . The special concern wh i ch they 
are displaying for the Zogites unw i t t i ng l y betrays 
this p lan. We saw that Baz i i Canës, the Zogite 
who came to the Conference of Peza and was 
elected to the Genera l Staff, d id not f i re a single 
shot, or car ry out any of the joint decisions. 
Nevertheless, i t was on h i m that McLean ' s eyes 
were f i xed. We must cont inue to make this 
clear to the Par ty , the a rmy and the Na t iona l 
L ibera t ion F ront so that no cadre makes a false 
step out of naive trust. 

Fifth, Genera l Davies has certa in ly come 
also to give new instruct ions to a l l the missions 
in our country, to check up on the i r work , to 
learn about the s i tuat ion and the possibi l i t ies for 
act ion as they see them and to reach the neces­
sary conclusions about the meet ing w i t h the 
heads of the Ba l l i Kombëtar , and after a l l these 
things are done, he w i l l set his missions fur ther 
tasks for the «new situations» wh i ch w i l l be 
created. 

However , in order to achieve a l l these 

1 On November 19, 1943, General Davies sent Cairo a radio­
gram to be passed on to London in wh ich amongst other things 
he said: «d)...They [LNC — the National L iberat ion Movement] 
are dead against Zog. The Ba l l i Kombëtar approves of such a 
committee [government in exile] and Zog's association w i th 
it. (FO 371/37145-3741. PRO. Taken from the photocopy of the 
original in the Archives of the Institute of History, (AIH), Tirana.) 
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things, they are obl iged to do something, even if 
only formal ly , to give the impress ion that they 
are f ight ing the enemy and he lp ing us, for 
otherwise, i t w i l l not be easy for them to put 
the i r plans in to operat ion tomorrow. 

«Therefore, we must keep their a ims c lear ly 
in m ind and t ime w i l l prove that we are r ight,» 
I told the comrades. «We must take a l l measures 
to ensure that we crush the enemy occupiers 
and fo i l the secret m i l i t a ry and po l i t i ca l plans of 
the B r i t i sh and the i r lackeys, the Bal l ists, 
the Zogites and the bajraktars. On l y through 
a f ierce armed struggle and ideological struggle, 
guided by our Par ty , w i l l a l l the enemy intr igues 
be exposed and defeated. We are going to smash 
them, going to l iberate the country, and the 
people, under the leadership of the Par ty , w i l l 
take power into the i r own hands,» I wound up 
my remarks to the comrades who fu l l y endorsed 
the po l i t i ca l and organizat ional conclusions I put 
before them. 

On the same day I summoned comrades in 
charge of our part isan units to i n fo rm them about 
the ta lks w i t h Genera l Dav ies and instruct them 
to step up the struggle against the occupiers and 
the tra i tors and increase the i r v ig i lance towards 
any act ion of the B r i t i sh . 

Nex t morn ing Mus ta fa G j i n i sh i returned 
f rom B i za . As he related to us, the Genera l had 
given h im cocoa, chocolate, cake and fresh butter 
for breakfast. 

123 



«What d id the Genera l have to say, what 
were his impressions when he left?» I asked 
Musta fa . 

«Oh, he was ve ry impressed and happy that 
you spoke openly to h im,» he repl ied, «and 
he told me, 'M r . Ho xha strongly defended the 
interests of the Na t iona l L ibera t ion Front . ' The 
Genera l said, 'I hope I sha l l a lways be able to 
talk w i t h you in this way ' ,» added Mustafa . 

Of course, Mus ta fa G j i n i sh i was a l i a r and 
we had long had suspicions of h im, but later 
i t wou ld be proved c lear ly that he was an agent 
of the B r i t i sh . 

Ou r part isan wa r against the Germans and 
their tools cont inued f iercely and w i thout i n ­
terrupt ion. The B B C s t i l l remained si lent 
about this wa r and churned out reports 
about the «war» that the Ba l l i s ts and the Zogites 
were waging. The weeks and months went by 
and the B r i t i sh dropped us some automat ic 
rif les, but w i thout suff ic ient ammuni t ion , oc­
casional ly dropped some c loth ing or a few boots, 
a l though these were often only for one foot, a 
th ing wh i ch made the part isans laugh and say: 
«Apparent ly the B r i t i sh want us to ma r ch and 
f ight on one foo t . . . but we ' l l get by w i t h our 
opinga (1) w i t h wh i ch our ancestors have fought.» 
The quant i ty of weapons, ammun i t i on and c lo th-

1 opinga — home-made greenhide sandals. 
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ing wh i ch they sent us was r id icu lous ly smal l . 
Under the pretext of supp ly ing us w i t h weapons, 
the B r i t i sh off icers t r ied to get in to our detach­
ments to learn wha t forces we had, how they 
were organized, where they were stat ioned and 
where they operated and so on. Bu t they r a n up 
against a br i ck w a l l everywhere. A l l that the par­
tisans wou l d say to the B r i t i sh off icers was: «Why 
don't you drop us weapons?» As usual, the B r i t i sh 
made a l l sorts of l y i ng excuses. 

The B r i t i sh off icers asked for in format ion 
on the Ge rman forces, wanted us to give them 
the emblems and numbers of the detachments to 
wh i ch the Germans k i l l ed in batt le belonged, and 
we gave them any amount of these. They wanted 
to go a l l over the place, to check up on things, 
to make contact w i t h our units and we, of 
course, d id not keep them on a chain. We a l lowed 
them to t rave l th rough the mounta ins and gorges, 
but they were unable to learn what they wanted. 
They were a lways accompanied by two or three 
partisans, an interpreter and one or two of our 
trusted peasants to look after the i r mules. Hence, 
in this d i rect ion our comrades were very v i g i l ­
ant. However , sometimes the v ig i lance slackened 
and there were instances when the B r i t i sh of­
f icers sent to the part isan forces in D ib ra 
escaped f rom the i r superv is ion and managed to 
l i nk up w i t h the chiefs of react ion in D ibra , 
for instance, F i q r i D ine and X h e m Gost ivar i , 
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and even attacked our forces in Peshkop ia to ­
gether w i t h them. I wrote a letter to Comrade 
H a x h i L lesh i , inst ruct ing h im to give the B r i t i sh 
a f ina l warn ing and te l l them that our bul lets 
wou ld make no d ist inct ion between the enemy 
and those who un i ted w i t h the enemy to attack 
us. Once again i t was clear that the B r i t i sh m i s ­
sions were operat ing to assist the gentry against 
us, put t ing into pract ice the direct ives that they 
received f r om London . 

Ou r pred ict ion that they chose to reside in 
B i za , because it was a more suitable place f r om 
wh i ch the Genera l could make intensive contacts 
w i t h the B r i t i sh missions in the No r t h and wou l d 
have frequent contacts w i t h Mat , D i b r a and 
Cent ra l A lban ia , was proved correct. Na tu ra l l y , 
we kept a l l the i r movements under observat ion 
— w h y should we hide this? — but wha t they 
ta lked about and what they decided we d id not 
know. We watched and discovered the i r decisions 
dur ing thei r pract i ca l appl icat ion. 

Th is is how Genera l Davies worked against 
us, but we were not asleep. 

Some t ime had passed since I had met the 
Genera l , when F reder i k Nos i came one day and 
in formed me that the Genera l had told h i m 
that he had f ina l l y managed to contact the heads 
of the Ba l l i Kombë ta r and they had agreed to 
come to a meet ing w i t h h im in Shëngjergj . «I 
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believe that L u m o Skëndo (1) , Begeja and some 
others w i l l be at this meeting,» the Genera l had 
to ld h im . Therefore, he had instructed F reder i k 
to i n fo rm our Genera l Staff about this matter. 

I to ld F reder i k to t ransmit to the Genera l 
that our Staf f wou ld put ten part isans at his 
disposal to protect h im f rom any Ge rman attack, 
but the Genera l h imsel f must bear responsibi l i ty 
for this meet ing w i t h the Bal l ists, because he 
had wanted and prepared i t contrary to the 
desire of the po l i t i ca l commissar of the Genera l 
Staff of the Nat iona l L ibera t ion A r m y . I instruct­
ed Freder ik , who knew about the ta lk I had had 
w i t h the Genera l , « You must adopt a stand 
of indi f ference. Take command of the part isans, 
go to A l i Shtëpan i and te l l h im to have his men 
ready for any eventual i ty, take up you r posit ions, 
l isten carefu l ly to anyth ing wh i ch the Genera l 
may say afterwards, but give the impression 
that you are not great ly interested. If he tells 
you to t ransmi t his words to me, te l l h im, 'It 
wou ld be better to te l l h i m yourself ' .» 

Genera l Dav ies held the meet ing w i t h L u m o 
Skëndo and returned to B i z a immediate ly. He 
to ld Freder ik , «It was a f iery meet ing and M r . 
Hoxha was absolutely r ight about certa in things, 
but in the end I managed to convince them that 
they must f ight.» A n d , as far as I remember, he 

1 Mithat Frashëri, chairman of the CC of Ba l l i Kombëtar. 
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had even received a document w i t h th is promise 
in wr i t i ng . F reder ik had l istened to h i m w i t h 
indif ference and to ld h i m : «The Ba l l i Kombë ta r 
won' t f ight, i t is up to its neck in treachery, 
they are deceiv ing you.» Br igad ie r Dav ies d i d 
not ask F reder i k to report to me, because I 
had to ld h i m that the ta lks wh i ch he wou ld 
hold w i t h the Bal l i s ts d id not interest me. H o w ­
ever, he knew Freder i k wou ld i n f o rm me. 

A l i t t le later F reder i k came and to ld me that 
the Genera l had inv i ted me and the comrades 
w i t h me to go to d inner at his quarters in B i za . 
I accepted the inv i ta t ion and in the af ternoon of 
November 11, accompanied by part isans and tak­
ing Musta fa G j i n i sh i as interpreter and member 
of the Staff, I set out f r om Oren ja . I a r r i ved at 
B i z a in the evening. There, in f ront of the ma in 
tent, I received a smi l ing welcome f r om the Ge ­
ne ra l accompanied by his adjutant, Co lone l 
N icho l l s of the Coldstream Guards, if I 'm not 
mistaken. We shook hands and entered the tent 
because it was very cool. It was w i ndy at n ight 
on that open plateau. 

The Genera l was comfortab ly set up in his 
f ie ld tent. Every th ing , f r om the table in the 
midd le , to the upholstered stools, could be folded 
up for pack ing. The bu l ldog w i t h the beaut i fu l 
col lar round its neck was cur led up on his bed. 
D i nne r was a cold meal w i t h t inned meat and 
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f ish, imported and local cheese, several k inds 
of local f ru i t , chocolate, Eng l i sh cigarettes, rak i , 
wh i sky and wine. The Genera l i nv i ted me to 
sit at the head of the table and we a l l took our 
places. He f i l l ed our glasses w i t h wh i sky . 

I said to h i m : «Just a l i t t le for me, because 
I've never d runk it before, but I shal l do so 
in your honour as my host. Pou r me a glass of 
rak i because this is wha t my ancestors, g rand­
father and father have drunk.» 

«You are conservative, M r . Hoxha,» he 
said. 

«I cannot f a i l to favour the f ine things of 
my people,» I said. «We must love our Home land 
more than our l ives. Fo r instance, you Genera l 
br ing you r wh i sky f r om B r i t a i n by aircraft .» 

«Wh i sky is a ve ry f ine dr ink . I l i ke it ve ry 
much,» said Mus ta fa G j i n i sh i . 

«Then dr ink it,» I said, «but watch out it 
doesn't go to you r head, because I 'm not going 
to car ry you to Orenja.» 

There was general laughter and we began 
a free conversat ion, but as the people say, the 
tongue automat ica l ly goes to the tooth that 's 
aching. A l l o f us were th i nk ing about pol it ics, 
the ma in prob lem was hammer ing away in a l l 
our heads, but we kept off it, because we knew 
we wou ld quarre l , since on this our interests 
d i f fered completely. F i r s t we ta lked about l i te ra-
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ture. I ta lked about ours and he ta lked about his. 
He knew noth ing at a l l about our l i terature. 
The culture wh i ch I had acquired in France and 
the many books wh i c h I had read had g iven me 
some knowledge about a series of B r i t i sh authors. 

«We're we l l acquainted w i t h Shakespeare,» 
I said, «not only f r om school, but especial ly f r om 
the br i l l i ant translat ions wh i c h our poet, h is tor ian 
and revo lut ionary democrat F a n No l i has made 
of his works . Just as F i t zgera ld made Oma r 
K h a y y a m 'speak' Eng l i sh , our No l i made the 
great Shakespeare 'speak' A lban ian .» 

That n ight in B i za , w i t h the nor th w i n d 
b lowing, I ta lked to the Genera l about the w in te r 
nights of David Copperfield, about the humour 
of Jerome K. Jerome, about Sw i f t and By r on , 
Shel ley and K i p l i n g . 

«You regard K i p l i n g as a great wr i te r , 
General ,» I said, «but I hate h im because he 
is one of your wr i ters who sings hymns in 
praise of the colonia l conquests of the B r i t i sh 
Emp i re in his works . I prefer your great By r on , 
whom the new generat ion of Eng l i sh people 
has neglected, pre fer r ing poets and wr i ters of 
l i t t le value. I l i ke By ron , not because I am a 
romantic, but because he sincerely loved my 
people, has sung their praises w i t h pure feel ings 
and has, as I have read somewhere, even named 
his daughter A l ba , thus express ing his admi ra ­
t ion for the A l ban i an people. As you know, in 
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his famous Childe Harold he sings, to the valour, 
manl iness and matur i t y of the A lban ians : 

Fierce are Albania's children, yet they lack 
Not virtues, were these virtues more mature. 
Where is the foe that ever saw their back? 
Who can so well the toil of war endure? 

Their wrath how deadly! but their friend­
ship sure, 

When gratitude or valour bids them bleed, 
Unshaken rushing on wherever their chief 

may lead. 

«These characterist ics of our ancestors we 
have kept al ive. We love our fr iends and welcome 
them w i t h hospital i ty, wh i l e for enemies we 
have bullets. You , Genera l Davies, are our f r iend 
and al ly.» 

The Genera l bowed, smi l ing as he said, 
«Thank you.» 

«By ron loved the peoples who fought for 
freedom. Th is he pr i zed above a l l and he sang 
of i t : 

Brightest in dungeons, Liberty! thou art, 
For there thy habitation is the heart — 
The heart which love of thee alone can 

bind; 
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And when thy sons to fetters are consigned — 
To fetters, and the damp valut's dayless 

gloom, 
Their country conquers with their martyr­

dom, 
And freedom's fame finds wings on every 

wind. 

«Do you know, Genera l , who were By ron ' s 
most fa i th fu l fo l lowers and his inseparable com­
panions? Two A l ban i an bodyguards w h o m his 
f r iend, A l i Pasha Tepelena, had g iven h im . They 
loved B y r on so much that, as I have read some­
where, once, when he was in the throes of a 
terr ib le fever, they were so desperately wor r i ed 
about h im that they summoned the doctor and 
told h im, 'Cure h i m or we shal l k i l l you ! ' 

«We l ike B y r o n and we want the B r i t i sh 
people to love the A l ban i an people as he did.» 

«You 've won my heart, M r . Hoxha,» said 
the Genera l . «I knew that you were acquainted 
w i t h F rench l i terature, but you seem to be we l l 
acquainted w i t h ours, too.» 

«We A lban ians, Genera l , have a thirst for 
f reedom and for knowledge. We have fought for 
them both th rough the centuries. We are f ight ing 
for them now and w i l l f ight tomorrow, too, i f 
need be,» I said, and we both raised our glasses, 
mine w i t h r a k i and his w i t h wh isky , and G j i -
n ish i , who was deep in pleasant conversat ion 
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wi th Co lone l Nichol ls , d id not lag beh ind w i t h 
his glass. 

«Have you been through any m i l i t a ry 
schools?» the Genera l asked me. 

«Yes, I have,» I answered. 
«Where?» asked the Genera l . 
«I've been through the mi l i t a ry school of 

my people, wh i ch is a school of great exper ience. 
Y o u have heard of G je rg j Kas t r io t i , Skanderbeg,» 
I said. «He became famous throughout the wo r l d 
because he fought against the Ot toman Turks , 
against two of the i r greatest sultans. He led 
22 battles and never lost one. Su l tan Mehmet -
Fa t ih captured Constant inople, but as long as 
Skanderbeg was al ive, he could not take K ru ja .» 

«He was f r om the Nor th ,» remarked the 
Genera l cunn ing ly . 

«He was an A lban ian ,» I repl ied curt ly , 
understanding the General 's a l lus ion (1), «and he 
was a pr ince who re l ied on the people. He loved 
the people and they loved h im.» 

«Yours is a beaut i fu l country,» said the 
Genera l , changing the d i rect ion of the con­
versat ion, «that is why B y r on loved it. In 
Eng land we have a p ic ture in wh i ch he is por ­
trayed in A l ban i an dress. When we w i n the 
war, M r . Hoxha . I hope you w i l l inv i te me to 

1 To A. Zog and A. Kup i who were from the North, too. 
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come to vis i t your country,» said the Genera l , 
t r y i ng to give the conversat ion a pleasant and 
int imate tone. 

«Of course, you must come and get to know 
i t we l l , because both our country and our people 
are marvel lous. Y o u must not be left w i t h the 
outdated impress ion you have formed f r om the 
tendentious reports of B r i t i sh consuls who wrote 
things to your Fore ign Off ice, wh i ch were not 
t rue and wh i ch had u l ter io r motives, or f r om the 
reports of 'col lectors' of f lowers and butterf l ies, 
who in real i ty were doing other work . Of course, 
I 'm not re fer r ing to scholars such as Miss D u r ­
ham who travel led A lban ia , especial ly the No r th , 
to study the l i fe in the No r the rn H igh lands and 
d id not wr i te bad ly about it. Bu t the t imes have 
changed, Genera l . The B r i t i sh Emp i re no longer 
has its former strength and power, wh i le in our 
country, the power of the beys and the bajraktars 
is dec l in ing and the end of this wa r w i l l put 
the l i d on the i r grave.» 

«Mr . Hoxha,» repl ied the Genera l , «it is 
true that our Emp i r e is not what i t was in 
V i c to r i an times, but we are a democrat ic mon ­
archy, you might say. In our country there is 
not one par ty but two, one of wh i ch is of the 
Labourites, i.e., of the workers, the other of the 
Conservat ives. In our country we have free 
elections.» 

«I know about you r system of democracy,» I 
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said, «but in that system the workers 'hold keys 
of straw' , as an expression of ours puts it. It 
is democracy for the capitalists, for the lords, 
but not for the workers. When we w i n we 
shal l establ ish democracy, but not l i ke that demo­
cracy of yours. In our country there w i l l be 
democracy on ly fo r the people, wh i le the 'keys 
of straw',» I said w i t h a laugh, «w i l l be in the 
hands of the beys, aghas and the bajraktars, 
who have a lways oppressed and betrayed the 
people.» 

«Do you mean you' re going to take a l l the i r 
property f r om them, M r . Hoxha?» asked the 
Genera l . 

«Of course, Genera l . The evi l-doers, the 
enemies, those who have stained their hands w i t h 
blood, w i l l certa in ly be handed over to the peo­
ple's courts, wh i le we ' l l put the rest of them to 
work, to sweat and learn how tasty food is when 
you've earned i t w i t h you r own toil.» 

«That is w h y they do not want to unite w i t h 
you, M r . Hoxha , because they are a f ra id of 
you,» said the Genera l . 

«They have good reason to be af ra id . They 
know what they have inf l i c ted on our people 
throughout a l l the i r existence, that is w h y they 
are a f ra id of us. Nevertheless, we and the people 
have appealed to them to abandon the i r course 
of betraya l . They have not l istened and w i l l 
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suffer the consequences. In the Nat iona l L i be r a ­
t ion Front we have people f r om the wea l thy 
strata, who are patr iots, and we and the people 
respect them for the i r patr iot ic anti-fascist 
stand.» 

«Mr . Hoxha,» said the Genera l , «I had a 
ta lk w i t h M r . L umo Skëndo and others and 
I spoke to them straight f r om the shoulder. I 
reproached them and said to them, 'As far as 
I can see, only the Nat iona l L ibera t ion F ron t is 
f ight ing against the Germans, wh i le you are not 
f ight ing. ' Bu t they denied this, and a l l but 
accused me of being a communist . However , I 
persisted in my argument and, in the end, I 
bel ieve I convinced them and they gave me the i r 
wo rd that they wou ld f ight.» 

«They ' l l f ight against us,» I to ld h im . 
«Oh, no, M r . Hoxha,» said the Genera l , 

«against the Germans.» 
«In that case, let me assure you that they 

have deceived you. They have not fought and 
never w i l l f ight the Germans. Remember these 
words I 'm saying to you. They w i l l cont inue the i r 
betraya l of the people to the end, w i t h weapons 
and every other means, in close col laborat ion 
w i t h the Germans.» 

Up t i l l the t ime he fe l l in the hands of the 
Germans as a prisoner, Genera l Dav ies saw for 
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himself (1) the fact that the Bal l is ts and the Zogites 
d id not f i re one shot against the enemy occupier. 
The t ra i tor organizat ion of L umo Skëndo and 
A l i K ë l c y r a cont inued the i r treachery at a savage 
level and that is w h y the B r i t i sh p inned greater 
hopes on the gang of Aba z K u p i , attached to 
whom were the w i l y off icers McLean and Ame r y , 

1 In regard to this he wrote to his centre on December 17, 
1943 as fol lows: 
«1. Now recommend a change. Situation developed recently 
so much imperative now denounce Regency Counci l collectively 
and by name. A lso B A L K O M and ZOGISTS. 
2. A l l are cooperating w i th Germans, who are exploiting 
them wi th arms in large quantities, setting them to guard main 
roads, police towns and lead patrols thus freeing German troops. 

3. A l l recent actions fought by L N C have met mixed 
German Balkom bodies we l l armed German-trained. Battles 
P E Z A and D I B R A areas, especially latter, have ample proof 
closest collaboration. 

4. B A L K O M and A B A S K U P I both promised me fight 
Germans actively, but not one action have they fought this past 
month, although there have been many chances for them to resist 
the Germans.. . 

5. Both the B A L K O M and ZOGISTS now publish expensive 
ambitious newspapers obviously German set-up. In eight editions 
there has not been one anti-German reference. Both parties 
boasting A L L I E S w i l l cooperate wi th them after Germans go 
quoting as evidence Britain's fai lure to name the Regency Coun­
cil or any pol it ical party [in Albania]. Example: — B.B.C. Direc­
tor's speech to A L B A N I A on 28th November. 

G. I would have preferred to explain personally when I come 
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of whom the latter, i f I 'm not mistaken, has 
been a minister in several Conservat ive govern­
ments since the war . 

W i t h such conversat ion we passed the d i n ­
ner w i th the Eng l i shman Davies. Abou t 11 
o'clock at n ight we thanked the Genera l for his 
hospital i ty, took our leave and departed f r om 
B i za . The w i n d had freshened and the rustle of 
the forest seemed to make it even stronger. 
Musta fa G j in i sh i had a great g low f rom a l l the 
wh isky he had d runk and no doubt also f r om 
that conversat ion by the stove w i t h Co lone l 
Nichol ls , wh i ch seemed to have been pleasant. 
He volunteered noth ing about what they had 
discussed, so I st i r red h i m up a l i t t le. 

«Mustafa,» I said, «you speak Eng l i sh very 
we l l . It seems to me you 've improved on what 
you learned at the Techn ica l School . I don't 
understand Engl i sh, but I have the impression 
that you speak i t more readi ly and easily than 

out, but I may be delayed, and am unl ikely to reach you before 
mid-January at the earliest. 
7. I consider the A L L I E S ' attitude should be made public 
forthwith, showing Quislings, traitors and non-resisters to Ger­
mans w i l l receive appropriate punitive treatment from the Al l ies 
in due course... Therefore, I recommend an open declaration 
for the L.N.C. (Telegram No. 3 to SOE in Cairo to be passed 

on to London, FO 371/37145-3741. PRO. Taken from the photo­

copy of the original in the AIH, Tirana.) 
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Freder ik . When you are t rans lat ing I believe 
you translate my expressions fa i th fu l ly . Th is 
evening you left me w i t h F reder i k and got the 
Colonel going. Wha t d id he say, Mustafa?» 

«Oh, he was ta lk ing to me about the war . 
I asked h im about the l i fe and b iography of 
some B r i t i sh generals and ministers l ike Mon t ­
gomery, Beaverbrook, Eden and so on,» he 
repl ied. 

«Both the Genera l and the Co lone l seem 
good fel lows. The Genera l looks a bit du l l -wi t ted, 
but he f inds the way to say the things he wants 
to. Anyway ,» I said, «the important th ing for 
us is that they drop us weapons and stop their 
propaganda f r om the B B C wh i ch attr ibutes our 
f ight to the Bal l i s ts and the Zogites.» 

We wa l ked together through the forest, ac­
companied by our part isans. The w i n d whis t led 
around our ears. Ou r automat ic r i f les were s lung 
f rom our shoulders. I had an Amer i c an Thomp­
son, wh i c h one of the comrades had brought 
me as a gift after an act ion against the Germans 
and the Bal l is ts. We wa lked in silence. The 
combinat ion of the wh i sky he had drunk, the 
enthusiasm seething inside h im, and that n ight 
journey amidst the s ighing of the w i n d in the 
forest, apparent ly encouraged Musta fa , who 
began to te l l me about a proposal wh i ch the 
B r i t i sh Genera l had made to h im through the 
Colonel , that representatives of the Nat iona l 
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L iberat ion F ront should go to London for ta lks 
w i t h the B r i t i sh government. (I shal l not dwe l l 
on this question here, because I shal l do so in 
the next chapter.) 

What Mus ta fa to ld me h igh l ighted and con­
f i rmed my supposit ions about the tasks and a im 
of the B r i t i sh Genera l . L ikewise , i t p roved more 
clearly that Mus ta fa G j i n i sh i was an agent of 
the Intel l igence Serv ice in the Genera l Staf f of 
the Nat iona l L ibera t ion A r m y . 

The l ia ison off icer of ou r Staf f w i t h the 
B r i t i sh off icers had in formed me about some 
questions wh i ch the Genera l had put to h im 
some days ear l ier: «H ow strong is the C o m ­
munist Pa r t y? Does i t have l inks w i t h Moscow? 
What posit ion has i t in the Nat iona l L ibe ra t ion 
F ron t? A r e the A l ban i an part isans l i nked w i t h 
Tito 's part isans in Yugos lav ia?» 

To a l l these questions our comrade had 
given the agent of the Intel l igence Serv ice the 
answer he deserved. So this was wha t the «sol­
dier», who was not « invo lved in pol it ics» wanted 
to d iscover! 

He also in formed me about the quarrels the 
Genera l had had w i t h Baba Fa j a in connect ion 
w i t h his «excursions». Baba Fa j a had warned h im 
several t imes not to venture outside his terr i tory, 
because he might str ike some Ba l l i s t v i l lage and, 
i f anyth ing occurred, he wou l d be to blame. 
However , the Genera l had repl ied w i t h great 

140 



ind ignat ion: «Wherever I go is my responsi­
bi l i ty, not yours. I sha l l go even to the vi l lages 
where the Ba l l i Kombë ta r has inf luence wi thout 
runn ing into any danger.» 

H is meet ing w i t h the chiefs of the Ba l l i 
Kombëtar and w i t h Aba z K u p i , the questions he 
had asked and the «excursions» wh i c h he t r ied to 
make, spoke c lear ly of what this delegate of 
the «Br i t i sh L ion», who posed as a proper gentle­
man*, real ly was. 

I advised the comrades of E lbasan to keep 
Genera l Dav ies and his staff under special super­
vis ion. I instructed Freder ik to be ve ry v ig i lant 
dur ing their movements and meetings. I instruct­
ed the commander and commissar of the zone, 
who both knew Eng l i sh , to be v ig i lant, to vis i t 
the Genera l sometimes, to encourage h im to talk, 
but to give noth ing away. I not i f ied Mat , D ib ra , 
Martanesh and Shëngjergj once again that the 
orders wh i ch I had sent them in regard to the 
Br i t i sh off icers, remained in force. I personal ly 
went to T i r ana and f r om there to Babë My s l im 
in Peza. I inspected the forces of the 3rd Shock 
Br igade, ta lked w i t h the comrades of its staff, 
ordered them to speed up and strengthen its or ­
ganizat ion and to be in f u l l readiness to go into 
action in whatever zone they were al located to, 
as soon as I sent them the order. 

* English in the original. 
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Ammun i t i o n was short in Peza. The re ­
presentative of the B r i t i sh miss ion there, a major 
as ta l l as a bean-pole, w i t h a br is t l ing l i t t le 
moustache, was te l l ing the same old l ies that the 
arms and ammun i t ion wou ld be coming, perhaps 
today, perhaps tomorrow. I gave M y s l i m a sum 
of money to buy a l i t t le maize, salt and a few 
weapons. I he ld var ious meetings w i t h the o r ­
ganizat ion and regional committee of the Pa r ty , 
summoned Gogo Nush i , and the four of us, 
Mys l im , Gogo, Shu le and I, took decisions on the 
organizat ion of f iercer f ight ing actions in the 
direct ion of T i rana and the roads leading to it, 
on the question of supplies and on the dispatch 
of commissars to other units. 

When I f in ished my work in the zone of 
Peza, I went up the left side of the E rzen R i v e r 
to Petrela, crossed the r iver, and passed into the 
zone of E lbasan through Qafa e Pë l lumbas i t . In 
Elbasan I met the comrades of the Regional C o m ­
mittee of the Par ty , who in formed me of the 
s i tuat ion there. I saw that morale was ve ry h igh 
everywhere. 

On November 28, 1943, I went to S h ë n -
giergj of T i r ana distr ict to take part in the cere­
mony of the format ion of the 2nd Shock Br igade. 
Genera l Davies had come there, too, on the 
inv i tat ion of our Genera l Staff. W i t h his own 
eyes he saw how poor ly the part isans were clothed 
and armed, and also saw their enthus iasm, 
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drive and determinat ion on the course on wh i ch 
the Pa r t y was leading them. Bu t w i t h his m i ­
serable bourgeois spir i t he was complete ly u n ­
moved. My patience ran out and I said to h i m : 

«You see, M is te r Representat ive of the A l l i e d 
mission, ve ry few of them have great-coats, and 
near ly a l l of t hem are w i thout boots, have only 
sandals made of o ld tyres or greenhide. W in te r 
is coming and great battles awa i t them. As you 
see, they are poor ly armed, too. Y o u are d rop ­
p ing us noth ing. Wha t are you do ing about a l l 
those promises?» 

«I've to ld you before,» he repl ied. «We are 
not going to supply you w i t h c loth ing and a r ­
maments as long as you are f ight ing amongst 
yourselves.» 

Bo i l i ng w i t h ind ignat ion I no longer cared 
what I said to h im . I went so far as to wa r n 
h im: «E i ther keep your promises or clear out!» 
In the face of my protest, wh i ch was an expres­
sion of the anger of a l l the comrades, of a l l the 
partisans, the Genera l felt h imself in a very t ight 
spot. 

I left the new ly formed_brigade and w i t h a 
few comrades went to A l i Shtëpani 's house. There 
we ta lked over the question of Abaz K u p i . He 
had come, too, accompanied by about 100 men, 
to the Ba l l i s t Osman Mema . On December 7 we 
had a meet ing w i t h h i m there. He insisted that 
we should recognize Legal i tet i and the despot 
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Zog as k ing . We were we l l aware wha t Ba z i i 
Canës was, but we were concerned about people 
deceived by h im . There we saw that we had come 
to the end of the road w i t h h im . The Counc i l 
expel led h im f rom its ranks de jure. Th i s was 
a slap in the face for his fr iends, the Br i t i sh , 
too. F r o m Shëngjergj I went to Lab inot and f r om 
there to the cottages of Shm i l . 

There we decided to proceed to the region 
of Ko r ç a together w i t h the 3rd Br igade wh i ch 
was to carry out attacks on the roads to B i l i sh t 
and Ko lon ja , wh i ch were used by G e r m a n co­
lumns. I had also to check up on the s i tuat ion 
of the part isan forces of K o r ç a and the act iv i ty 
of the party organizat ion in that region, and to 
discuss the course for party cadres wh i c h we 
were to open in the v i l lage of Panar i t . 

Thus, we wou ld have to cross the Shkumb i n 
R i ve r before the heavy ra in and snow began, 
and whi le attack ing the Ge rman forces on the 
L i b r a zhd road, make a route march through 
Pol is. Shpat, the distr ict south of L i b razhd , to 
come out at Opar, and f r om there go on to 
Voskopoja, etc. We set the start ing t ime. I i n ­
formed the 3rd Br igade to begin the march and 
to be at L owe r Lab inot on the appointed day. 
I ordered the battal ions of Dumre and Çe rmen ika 
to be in readiness for the night when the forces 
wou ld make the crossing of the Shkumb i n R iver . 
I also in formed the B r i t i sh Genera l and his Staf f 
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that they could come w i t h our Staf f to the region 
of Ko r ç a i f they wished. The Genera l jumped 
at this proposal and repl ied that he wou ld be 
ready the moment I in formed h im. 

We were prevented f r om start ing out on the 
set date th rough the faul t of the commander of 
the 3rd Br igade, Hu l u s i Spah iu , who proved to 
be an adventurer, and later, after L iberat ion, 
ended up an agent of the Yugos lavs and was 
condemned to impr isonment. The command of 
the 3rd Br igade had not taken any organizat ional 
measures*, the br igade dawd led on the journey 
and was caught in a b l i zzard, had not kept its 
movements secret and ran into a c lash w i t h the 
Germans, and thus was in d isarray when i t a r ­
r ived at the arranged place. It was necessary to 
rest and organize the partisans. 

Ou r crossing to the South fa i led also because 
the in format ion wh i c h K a d r i Hoxha , commander 
of the Staf f of the E lbasan Group , gave us was 
completely wrong . He had neglected the import ­
ance of this under tak ing, stayed at Oren ja quite 
unconcerned id l i ng away his t ime ta lk ing w i t h 
Beg Ba l l a and the Br i t i sh , wh i l e the enemy went 
into act ion and k i l l ed some of our men. I sent h i m 
a letter** in wh i ch I said b lun t l y that the zone of 
E lbasan was st i l l ve ry weak mi l i t a r i l y and that res-

* See Enver Hoxha, Works, vol. 2, p. 95, A lb . ed. 
** Ibidem. 
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ponsib i l i ty for this state of af fa i rs and for the f a i l ­
ure of the attempt of the Staff to cross to the 
South fe l l on h im, f i rst of a l l . I pointed out in 
the letter that I had several t imes s t r iven to 
help and advised h i m that he should take mea­
sures and get mov ing and that now I had no 
other course but to report the s i tuat ion to the 
proper quarters, because whenever I had c r i t i ­
cized h im and instructed h i m to act, he repeated 
the same words: «You don't k now me wel l .» 
«When you are summoned, you w i l l have to 
exp la in these things to the proper quarters, be­
cause you either neglect your wo r k or do not 
do i t at a l l , and the rumours that you have 
been spreading, that we have turned your bat ­
tal ion into couriers, are not true,» I wrote to 
h im. Later, after L iberat ion , this person, too. 
came out in his true colours. He showed his rea l 
features by ca r ry ing on anti-state and an t i -Pa r ty 
act iv i ty and for th is he was condemned and 
expel led f r om the Par ty . 

A f t e r a l l preparat ions had been made, we 
were ready to cross the r i ve r at the ford because, 
as I have wr i t ten, the H a x h i Beqa r i br idge had 
been b lown up by an of f icer o f the B r i t i sh m i s ­
sion. We sent some comrades to reconnoitre the 
ford. It was passable. The crossing wou ld be 
made qu ick ly at night. We got d own there at 
the set t ime, but just as we reached the road 
the couriers of our vanguard came to i n f o rm 
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us that the Sh kumb i n was in f lood. I went myself 
to the fo rd and saw that i t was impassable. We 
returned to our base. There we were to stay 
unt i l we received re l iable in fo rmat ion on wh i ch 
way it was possible to go. 

Since we had t ime at our disposal, I had a 
talk w i t h the B r i t i sh Genera l . I spoke about our 
war, wh i l e he asked some questions: 

«Is the Nat iona l L iberat ion Movement a 
communist movement, M r . Hoxha?» In the end 
the Br i t i sh fox f i red his b lank cartr idge. I knew 
that this was what was i nward l y bu rn ing h im 
up, therefore I rep l ied ve ry tersely: 

«Its a im is to defeat the occupiers and the 
traitors who have un i ted w i t h them. Th i s is also 
the objective of the A l l ies , Genera l , is it not?» 

Not content w i t h this, he asked another, 
more insidious quest ion: 

«If you take power after L iberat ion, do 
you intend to establ ish a regime l ike that of Mos ­
cow in A lban ia?» 

Th is was a question wh i ch could be inferred 
in every act ion and thought of the Br i t i sh , there­
fore it made no great impression on me. 

«The free people w i l l decide that,» I told 
h im, and repeated: «free f r om the occupiers and 
their lackeys, the Bal l ists, the Zogites and others. 
The people themselves w i l l establ ish the regime 
they want, and this we have stated publ ic ly . I am 
astonished, Genera l , that you d id not know this. 
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What is more, the t ime to make this a rea l i ty 
is approaching. Then our people w i l l l i ve happy 
days. The worke r w i l l wo r k w i thout explo i ters 
and the peasant w i l l enjoy his o w n land. L i f e 
w i l l be pleasant for them. The i r sons and daugh­
ters w i l l go to school.» 

To f i l l the si lence wh i c h ensued fo l low ing 
my reply, the Genera l mumb led : 

«W i th the appointment of po l i t ica l commis­
sars in the army, the Nat iona l L ibera t ion Move ­
ment is fo l lowing the example of the Rus ­
sians.» 

«This f o rm of organizat ion has g iven sp len­
d id results in the Soviet Un i on and is y ie ld ing 
good results here in A lban ia , too,» I repl ied. 
«Why should we not benefit f r om the ex­
perience of the Soviet Un i on? It is one of our 
great A l l ies , is it not?» 

Davies had no more to say. Thus, in silence, 
we jo ined the comrades who were wa i t i ng for 
us. Reports had ar r ived. It was impossible to 
cross by the Mu r r a sh Br idge because the enemy 
were guard ing it. 

Meanwhi le , the Ge rman nazis had massed 
large forces round the regions of Çermen ika , 
Shëngjergj and Martanesh, and were prepar­
ing to begin the i r operat ion against them. B e ­
fore long the enemy launched their operat ion. 
Serious danger threatened us. In these condit ions 
it was impossible to cross the L ib razhd-E lbasan 
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road or to stay where we were any longer. So we 
thought we should cross to the South through 
Gol loborda, Çe rmen ika e Vogë l , Hoto l isht and 
come out in M o k r a or Bërzeshta, and f r om there 
go over to the Ko r ç a region. This is what we 
decided. 

The B r i t i sh Genera l was w i t h us, together 
w i th his colonel. He was cheerfu l and impat ient 
to get to Ko r ça . I remember that dur ing a con­
versat ion he asked me: 

«Is it easy to get to Greece f r om Korça?» 
«Yes,» I said, «but you 'd best ask M c L e a n 

about that. He came in that way himself w i t h 
two companions w i thout our know ing anyth ing 
about it.» 

No doubt the Genera l was overjoyed that he 
was gett ing closer to Greece. 

Appa ren t l y the Germans had detected our 
movements toward E lbasan and the Shkumb i n 
R iver and back, and qu i ck l y prepared an of fen­
sive to wipe us out in the region of Lab inot . 
Shmi l , etc. The Germans were engaged by our 
part isan forces of the 2nd and 3rd Br igades and 
the ter r i tor ia l battal ions of Çermen ika , D u m -
re, etc. 

The enemy offensive of December 19 found 
us at Orenja . That evening we left Oren ja and 
headed nor thwards through the beech forest. 
Since D r . N i shan i and Boshn jaku were elderly 
and the road was long, d i f f i cu l t and fu l l of 
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dangers, we parted w i t h them in the forest. We 
left them at G u r i i Muzhaq i t in a cave wh i c h we 
had set up as a room w i t h a f ire-place, beds, 
reserves of food, etc. 

There was no more ta lk about the 3rd B r i ­
gade. The Genera l Staf f had to t rave l alone, es­
corted by the partisans who guarded the mem­
bers of the Staff. We were led by the com­
mander of the Staff of the Par t i san G roup of 
Elbasan, K a d r i Hoxha , and a çeta commander 
of Baba Faja 's batta l ion. The fo rmer had come 
in person, as someone fami l i a r w i t h the terra in , 
to p lay the role of guide, but at the same t ime 
also to display his «abi l i ty» wh i c h we al legedly 
d id not acknowledge! 

We travel led a l l n ight in the forest in Orenja 
through the darkness and the snow. On the fo l ­
low ing day we cont inued the march and came 
out at Kap t i na of Martanesh. N igh t f a l l caught 
us there but we d i d not stop un t i l we entered 
the forest of Okshtun. There, after great efforts, 
we managed to l ight a f i re and spent the whole 
night huddled around it. At daybreak we set out 
again and reached Oksh tun where we stayed one 
night. 

A f t e r consul t ing w i t h the comrades f r om 
D ibra , we decided to go on f r om Oksh tun through 
the forests to descend to S tuda F la t and to cross 
into the L i b ra zhd zone v i a Le tëm where the Ge r ­
mans had st i l l not stat ioned troops. 
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We set off aga in amidst the snow and the 
cold towards Studa F la t . We thought longingly 
about that pleasant n ight we passed in the wa rm 
house in Okshtun . Moments l i ke those we passed 
that n ight were rare for us. However , we were 
at wa r and there are no long rests for f ighters. 
Hence, let the B r i t i sh off icer see once again 
what great mora l and phys ica l strength, what 
i ron endurance the part isans had, let h i m gain 
f i rs t -hand knowledge of the strength of c ommun­
ists who through self-sacrif ice had withstood and 
were wi ths tand ing the Italians, the Germans, the 
cold and hunger. 

We crossed the L i b ra zhd -D ib ra road at Studa 
F la t and began the c l imb up Le tëm Mounta in . 
N ight fe l l when we were in the forest on Le tëm 
Moun ta in where we slept huddled together. We 
and the B r i t i sh had one tent. They ate chocolate 
and biscuits wh i l e we ate maize bread, a morsel 
of cheese and an onion, but even those supplies 
we had were runn ing out. They drank wh isky 
to w a r m themselves up; we melted snow and 
drank water to quench our thirst. The fo l lowing 
day we moved in the direct ion of Qarr ishta. A n ­
other long march through the snow and the b i t ing 
nor th w i nd . Du r i ng the march I f requent ly gave 
a wo rd of encouragement to the Genera l who 
was red in the face and f r om t ime to t ime took 
out a sma l l f lask to d r i nk a mouth fu l of wh isky . 
At no t ime was he generous enough to say: 
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«Have a mouth fu l to w a r m yourself up, M r . 
Hoxha!» He and his colonel were cont inua l ly 
munch ing chocolate. By w a y of a joke I sa id 
to h im : 

«Don' t eat i t a l l at once, Genera l , because 
nobody knows how long the part isans' road may 
be. See, we don't eat on the march.» In fact we 
had noth ing to eat. 

When we reached the forest of Qarr i shta, the 
vanguard in formed us that we could go no fu r the r 
towards Çe rmen ika e Vogë l in the d i rect ion of 
M o k r a or towards Bërzeshta, because react ion was 
extremely strong there. The Ba l l i s t çetas of A z i z 
B i ç a ku and others were on the alert and had 
blocked a l l the roads, passes and tracks. We had 
no opt ion but to t u rn back towards Okshtun . 

I in formed the Genera l , who had lagged 
behind, that we could not go on because of the 
Ba l l i s t -German armed react ion and that we had 
to change course. Appa ren t l y the B r i t i sh Genera l 
had run out of patience, lost his temper and 
begun to be fr ightened. He sent his order ly to 
me to say that the Genera l wanted me to wa i t 
so that he could ta lk to me. 

«All r ight, let h i m come, I sha l l wa i t fo r 
h im,» I said. 

We stopped and erected the tent. The G e n ­
era l came, accompanied by Freder ik . 

«He's angry and scared to death,» F rede r i k 
told me. 
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«We are g iv ing h im some bi t ter medic ine to 
swal low,» I said. 

As soon as he arr ived, I exp la ined quiet ly 
that we could not get through in this d irect ion. 

«We sha l l r e tu rn to ou r start ing-point and 
get out in some other direction,» I exp la ined. 
«We shal l take measures and i n fo rm Baba Fa ja , 
too.» 

«I 'm losing my patience, M r . Hoxha,» said 
the Genera l , red-faced and angry. 

«It seems you have forgotten the advice 
that K i p l i n g gives his son in one of his poems: 
'If you can keep your head when a l l about you 
are los ing theirs... Y o u w i l l be a man, my son! ' 
Why have you lost your patience?» I asked. 

«We have been a l l these days and nights in 
the darkness and the snow wh i ch remind me of 
nights in the mounta ins of Scot land, roaming 
through mounta ins and forests and mak ing no 
headway.» 

«This is war , General ,» I cont inued, «our 
road is not s t rewn w i t h rose petals.» 

«But I want to break through, to get out of 
this,» he persisted. 

«Where w i l l you go?» I asked. «W i l l you go 
alone? What impels you to go?» 

The Genera l rep l ied angr i l y : 
«I do not account for what I do to anyone 

except my superiors.» 
I said to h i m ca lmly: 
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«I do not want you to render account to me, 
but you must understand that we are all ies. Y o u 
have been sent to our Staf f and we ' re respons­
ib le for your safety. Whatever occurs must occur 
to us together, but I assure you that noth ing 
w i l l occur.» 

«No,» said the Genera l haught i ly , «I shal l 
go to Ko r ça w i thout you.» 

«You may want to do so, but I shal l not 
a l low it,» I said. 

«Why, am I your pr isoner?» exc la imed the 
Genera l ra is ing his voice. 

«No, you are not our prisoner, but you 
are our a l ly and f r iend and I cannot a l low the 
Germans to k i l l you.» 

«Since I am not your pr isoner and am a 
representative of Great B r i t a in , I sha l l go even 
wi thout your permission,» the Genera l repl ied. 

«Keep your temper, General», I said, «if you 
put the question in this way, I shal l not stop you 
f rom going, but only on certa in condit ions: you 
must give me a signed document wh i ch says that 
you yourself took the responsibi l i ty and left the 
Genera l Staff of the Nat iona l L ibera t ion A r m y 
wi thout the approva l and against the desire of 
me and our Staff. I am certa in that you are going 
to your death or capt iv i ty , therefore I cannot 
a l low you to take F rede r i k or any other part isan, 
because I am responsible to the people for the 
safety of their sons.» 
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The Genera l was taken aback and, seeing no 
way out, snorted fur ious ly: 

«I sha l l issue no such document, M r . Hoxha . 
As anyone can see, i t is a l l up w i t h you. Y o u are 
lost. The Germans have staged a big, co-ordinated 
offensive and your forces have been routed. N o w 
there is noth ing for it except for us to leave 
and you to surrender. Bu t you r eyes are b l inded 
and you can see noth ing. Y o u have no hope; you 
have lost the war , you are encirc led and are left 
w i th only two courses: either to k i l l yourselves or 
to surrender.» 

Th is was too much for my self-control . I 
jumped to my feet (Freder ik stood up, too) and 
I said: 

«Listen, Genera l ! What you have dared to 
say is the cu lminat ion of your treachery and v i l ­
lainy. However , you should know that we shal l 
not surrender and don't th ink that we have lost 
the war. We have treated you as allies, but ap­
parent ly you do not want those who f ight fascism 
as allies. We shal l cont inue our wa r to total v i c ­
tory. Y o u w i l l have to answer for the betraya l 
you are commit t ing against our people's war . Y o u 
are desert ing under f i re and you know what 
awaits deserters in the army. Apa r t f r om any­
thing else they are cal led traitors. Wha t you're 
about to do is desert ing under f ire, betrayal . 

«Who has lost the wa r ? Who should sur ren­
der, we? Neve r ! Y o u Genera l are a defeatist, 
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a capitulat ionist. The A l ban i an part isans have not 
lost any wa r and w i l l not do so. We crushed the 
Ital ians and brought them to the i r knees w i thout 
the a id of anyone else. L ikewise , we are a t tack ing 
the Germans ceaselessly and we shal l c rush them 
and b r ing them to the i r knees w i thout the a id 
of anyone else. Shou ld the A l b an i an surrender 
to the enemy? Th is has not happened and never 
w i l l happen. We have smashed a l l the enemy 
offensives. The attacks against us have ended 
w i t h losses for the enemies and victor ies for us. 
Do you th ink, Genera l , that the part isans are in 
despair because they have to stay in the forests? 
Y o u are wrong . Ou r who le existence has been 
ceaseless wa r against the enemy. We attack the 
cities, the roads, b low up the bridges and depots, 
k i l l the soldiers of the occupiers and the i r agents. 
We are masters of these mounta ins and these fo ­
rests and also of houses w i t h i n the cities. A n d 
you advise us to surrender because we have a l ­
legedly lost the wa r ? ! Sur render is an act u n ­
wor thy of an a rmy wh i ch has never surrendered 
to the Germans. Th is is an insult to us, Genera l . 
The A l ban i an w i l l never tolerate insults. Excuse 
me, but it seems to me that you have lost your 
sense of l og i c» 

The Genera l looked crest-fal len. He stood up, 
told F reder ik to te l l me that he begged my par ­
don and had not intended to insult us and went 
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off to re jo in his group w i t h a nod of his head 
to me. I returned his nod equal ly coldly. 

I gathered up the comrades and related to 
them what had happened. «He got what he de­
served,» they a l l sa id unan imous ly . 

We set out again. The Genera l and his suite 
fo l lowed a l i t t le beh ind us. 

Heavy snow cont inued to fa l l . It was b i t ­
ter ly cold. The nor th w i nd was l i ke a wh ip lash 
on our faces. We made s low progress. In the 
middle of the forest we made a longer stop under 
the shelter of a tree. As was his custom, Ko l e ka 
sl iced up a loaf and gave each of us a slice of 
bread and an onion. We ate the food and started 
out again. The snow was fa l l ing so th i ck l y that 
we could not f i nd the path to S tuda F lat . We 
wandered for hours in the forest and suddenly 
found ourselves back in the place where we had 
stopped to eat, because we saw the onion skins. 
Ou r «guide», who had beaten his breast boasting 
that he knew «every inch» of the terra in, had lost 
his bearings, but as usua l he t r ied to avo id 
admit t ing it. Then we took the s i tuat ion in hand 
ourselves and, us ing a map and a compass, after 
many wear isome efforts at last managed to f i nd 
our bearings. In the end we struck the r ight road, 
but the snow cont inued relentlessly. N igh t over­
took us before we reached Studa F lat . We had 
been on the march for more than ten hours. We 
crossed the f lat and began to c l imb the moun -
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ta in on the far side. It was hard going. We 
stopped. 

A l l the food that remained was one loaf of 
maize bread and two tins of Nest le m i l k . W i t h 
great d i f f i cu l ty the partisans l i t a f i re wh i ch was 
the saving of us, put on the d ixy , melted snow 
in i t and t ipped in the mi l k . Wh i l e they were 
m i x i ng i t the order ly of the Genera l , who was 
used to eat ing chocolate and biscuits, but now 
had noth ing left, came and said: 

«Please, could you give me a rat ion for the 
Genera l?» 

«Of course,» one of the comrades to ld h im 
and f i l led a f lask w i t h m i l k and gave h i m 
two good slices of maize bread to take to the 
Genera l . 

We spent that night on the mounta in . W h e n 
day dawned we could see Oksh tun ahead of us. 
On ly then d id we realize that we were on O k ­
shtun Mounta in . 

In the morn ing the Genera l came. We 
shook hands and I smi led at h im as if I had 
forgotten the quar re l of the day before. We set 
out for Okshtun. The snow was frozen hard and 
both c l imb ing and descending the slopes was 
di f f icul t . The nor th w i n d cont inued. 

«We are almost there, General ,» I said to 
give h im courage. «We are almost there. Just a 
l i t t le more patience and don't lose your good 
spirits.» 
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Our bases in Oksh tun had been in formed 
and they were expect ing us, and indeed, when 
they saw that we were delayed, they sent out 
some people who met our part isan vanguard . 

N igh t had fa l len by the t ime we reached 
the base where we were to stay and our hosts 
had come out in the snow in the darkness to 
welcome us. They embraced us and took us 
inside. We took off our d r ipp ing coats and handed 
our r i f les to the head of the house, who hung 
them on the wa l l , one beside the other. The 
smal l ante-room was wa rm . A great sense of 
satisfaction stole over us. The Genera l watched 
w i th pleasure and cur ios i ty how we embraced the 
people of the house, how we handed over 
our r if les, took off our boots and shoes at the 
entrance to the room, and he d i d his best to 
fol low suit. 

Ou r host opened the door of the big room 
wi th the f i re-place and inv i ted us in . 

«Please, come in , my home is yours.» 
«You go f irst,» I said, g i v ing the Genera l 

the honour. We entered the room. It was t ru ly a 
miracle, not on ly for the B r i t i sh Genera l , but 
also for us, who were the sons of this land and 
this people. A f t e r such a weary ing journey 
through the forest, sometimes on and sometimes 
off the track, through snow and b l i zzard, we 
entered a room of a peasant's home wh i c h made 
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the Eng l i shman exc la im: «What a mi rac le ! Can 
1 be dreaming?» 

Ou r host asked me where the Genera l was 
f r om and what language he spoke. I introduced 
the Genera l to h im . 

At the head of the room there was a b ig 
f i re-place, w i t h a b laz ing f i re wh i ch spread 
wa rmth and l ight f r om end to end. Two or three 
kerosene lamps had been l i t and at the one end 
of the room, snow-whi te sheep-skin rugs had 
been la id out, w i t h p i l lows in clean p i l low-s l ips 
to rest on. In the midd le of the room was a b ig 
D i b r a carpet, wh i l e corncobs in regular rows 
l i ke soldiers were hanging f r om the rafters over­
head. Ne i ther beams nor roof could be seen, only 
the corncobs g lowing l ike gold in the l ight of 
the f i re. 

«This is marve l lous! Th is is paradise!» mu r ­
mured the Genera l . «Even in dreams I could 
not have imagined such a Chr is tmas night.» 

«You see what the homes and hearts of the 
ord inary A lban ians are l ike, General ,» I said. 
«They t ru ly are paradise w i thout M a m m o n or 
God , as in your M i l ton ' s Paradise Lost. Perhaps 
you remember L o r d By ron ' s beaut i fu l verses f u l l 
of feel ing. In his Childe Harold he pointed out 
the f ine v i r tues of the A l ban i an and wrote : The 
Sul iotes stretched the welcome hand,/ A n d p i led 
the hearth, and w r ung their garments damp,/ 
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A n d f i l led the bowl , and t r immed the cheerfu l 
lamp, / A n d spread the i r fare; though homely 
a l l they had. / Such conduct bears Ph i l an thropy ' s 
rare stamp, / 

«Yes, M r . Hoxha , said the Genera l , «what 
By ron wrote about you A lban ians I am seeing in 
real i ty and in d i f f i cu l t t imes wh i ch the wor l d is 
going through. 

«General ,» I said, «this hospitable atmos­
phere wh i c h our host has created reminds me of 
what I have read about the l i fe of By ron . It 
was in such an atmosphere that the great Eng l i sh 
poet who had gone to Greece to f ight for the 
freedom of the Greek people lay on his death 
bed. When the A lban ians and their va l iant lead­
ers — M a r k o Boçar i , Ko loko t ron i and others, 
were f ight ing a l l around Missolonghi , those who 
were serv ing the poet on his death bed were 
A lbanians — the Suliotes.» 

«In f i nd you r words ve ry mov ing, M r . 
Hoxha,» the B r i t i sh Genera l repl ied. 

«By ron has wr i t t en about this generosity and 
hospital ity of our people, too. Somewhere he 
relates how, wh i l e he was t rave l l ing in A l ban i a 
and night overtook h i m in a vi l lage, he was 
obliged to seek shelter in a house where he was 
welcomed w i t h a l l the good things they had. B e ­
fore he left the next day, B y r o n brought out his 
money to pay. H i s host said ind ignant ly : 'No, the 
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A lban i an does not want money but fr iends. ' A n d 
B y r on remained a t rue f r iend of the A lban ians.» 

Our host loaded the table w i t h food, as is 
the custom of the people of D ib ra . The Genera l 
rose to his knees, put his hand on his heart to 
express thanks whenever his host offered h i m 
cigarettes, or c l inked glasses w i t h h im . O u r 
weariness disappeared immediate ly . The Genera l 
opened his eyes in astonishment and asked me: 

«I cannot understand where we are here, 
in the c i ty or in the countrys ide?» 

«We're in a vi l lage, the inhabitants of wh i ch 
have fought for f reedom since ancient t imes. 
They are poor, but when fr iends and comrades 
come they do everyth ing possible to avo id being 
disgraced. Th is is how our who le people preserve 
the tradit ions of our ancestors, General ,» I to ld 
h im. 

«What an astonishing culture you have! 
What politeness!» exc la imed the Genera l . 

Hear ing the Genera l saying these words 
reminded me of another inc ident that had oc­
curred dur ing those d i f f i cu l t days, about wh i ch 
the comrades had to ld me in detai l . As I have 
mentioned, we had been obliged to spend the 
night in the forest of Oksh tun . Eve ry th ing was 
covered w i t h snow. We could f i nd no d r y wood 
anywhere in the forest. W i t h d i f f i cu l t y we 
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managed to l ight the f i re by tear ing strips f rom 
our shirts. A l i t t le way off, the General 's group 
lit another f i re. Wha t had occurred? One of 
our guides had approached the Engl ishmen's f i re 
to w a r m himself. Co lone l Nichol ls , d isp lay ing his 
miserable spir it , had not permi t ted this and 
had dr iven h i m away w i t h most insu l t ing words. 

Thus, on that cold winter 's n ight in that 
house in D ib ra , for a few moments we forgot 
the great d i f f icu l t ies of the war , ta lk ing about 
l i terature, poetry and poets, and the lessons of 
history. 

The fo l lowing day, wh i l e we were at the 
table, our dear comrade, the f ighter and wr i t e r 
Hak i S të rmi l l i , came to see us, dressed in o ld 
clothes, look ing exact ly l ike a peasant. I in t ro­
duced h im to the Genera l . 

«You see th is man? He is a wr i te r . He has 
left his home, his fami l y and his comfort and 
thrown himself into the war . He is not a com­
munist, but a great patr iot and revolut ionary 
democrat. A f t e r the over throw of the bourgeois-
democratic government of F a n No l i in 1924 by 
the react ionary forces of Zog, H a k i S të rmi l l i 
was obl iged to leave his Home land and wander 
through Europe as a po l i t i ca l emigrant. In Yugo ­
slavia the pol ice arrested h im and handed h im 
over to Zog who impr isoned h im. He has de­
scribed his l i fe in pr ison, the suffer ings and tor-
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tures there, in his d iary The Prison. Later, he 
wrote a novel wh i ch made a b ig impress ion, 
cal led If I Were a Boy, about the double oppres­
sion in the fami ly and society, and the emanc ipa­
t ion of the A l ban i an women who, as you have 
seen, have taken up arms today and are f ight ing 
va l iant ly shoulder to shoulder w i t h men. Th is 
comrade fu l l y embraced the decisions of the 
Conference of Peza and now he is a member 
of the Nat iona l L ibera t ion Genera l Counc i l , the 
organizer of the l iberat ion wa r in this zone. He 
goes f r om v i l lage to vi l lage, speaks to the peas­
ants, expla ins the importance of our war, and 
organizes them, and the peasants, insp i red by 
the ideal of defending the Home land , hu r l 
themselves into the f ight against the Germans. 
The nazis, together w i t h the heads of react ion 
in D ib ra , pursue h im, but they cannot capture 
h im, because he is closely l i nked w i t h the people, 
w i t h the communists. We love each other as com­
rades and brothers.» 

We passed the t ime ve ry we l l w i t h H a k i . 
He ta lked to the Genera l about the dreadfu l l i fe 
in wh i ch the feudal lords, the gentry and r e l i ­
gion kept the people, told h im about the b lood­
th i rsty regime of Zog, and gave h im a short 
account of his nove l If I Were a Boy. 

Ou r stay in Oksh tun was real ly pleasant. 
The hospital i ty and the patr iot ism of the people 
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of D ib ra drove away our great fat igue and for 
a few moments we forgot the great problems 
of the war . We had a good sleep and a thorough 
rest. Bu t according to the reports wh i ch I received, 
the Ge rman offensive, supported by the mer ­
cenaries of F i q r i D ine and other bajraktars, was 
cont inuing. To stay longer there was dangerous. 
Therefore, we decided to go to Kostenja. I 
met the B r i t i sh Genera l and to ld h im we wou ld 
c l imb up to some houses at Kosten ja where we 
wou ld be more secure, could rest and wou ld 
certainly soon f i nd the way to car ry on w i t h our 
plan. 

Thus, we returned to the sheepfolds of 
Kostenja. We settled the Genera l and his staff 
in a separate house, wh i le we stayed in the home 
of Qaz im Peshku, a company commander in the 
çeta of Mar tanesh. There we stayed some days, 
rested and regained our strength. The Genera l 
now had no cause for compla int about the food. 
Our base area suppl ied h im we l l w i t h walnuts, 
potatoes, quinces, grape conserve, meat and 
rak i . 

We made contact w i t h the par ty organiza­
tion and our forces at Shm i l , Labinot, etc., and 
learned that the operat ion had ended w i t h no 
success for the Germans. I instructed the com­
rades of the Pa r t y to not i fy the 1st Br igade 
to cross to Letëm, Kostenja, Martanesh, Oren ja 
and Shmi l , to mop up the Germans and Bal l ists 
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in these zones and meet up w i t h the Genera l 
Staff. I decided we should go f r om Kosten ja to 
Shm i l and f rom there f i nd some corr idor in the 
direct ion of the zone of Ko r ça . 

I in formed the Genera l about this project 
and asked h im whether he wanted to cont inue 
the journey w i t h us, because i f not, we wou ld 
f ind some secure place for h im f rom wh i ch he 
could move in the d i rect ion of the region of 
Ko r ç a when he wanted to. He repl ied that he 
wou ld th ink about this and i n fo rm me later. 

Du r i ng this t ime Comrade Sam i Baho l l i and 
other comrades of the Pa r t y in those areas 
prepared bases for a l l of us in Shm i l f r om 
wh i ch the new i t inerary for our journey wou ld 
start. Sam i in formed us that every th ing was 
ready. 

A f t e r we had completed a l l our p repara­
tions for the march, through the snow and w in te r 
b l i zzard, I went to the house where the Genera l 
was staying. I sat down. He offered me a cigarette 
and I ta lked to h im about the p lan. He was 
worr ied, kept look ing at the Co lone l and seemed 
as if he wanted his permiss ion. 

«Let the Co lone l decide,» he said. The 
Colonel was s i t t ing on a stool. 

I said w i t h a laugh, «Whether or not the 
Colonel l ikes the idea . . .» A n d I reached over 
to where he was s i t t ing and slapped h im on the 
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knee. I could not f in i sh my sentence, because 
he gave a loud cry fo l lowed by a deep groan. 

«Excuse me,» I said. «D i d I hur t you? 
What 's the matter?» 

«I am ve ry i l l , M r . Hoxha,» he said. «I can't 
move. I am af ra id my leg is becoming gangren­
ous.» 

«What? H o w is it possible, Colonel?» I said 
in surprise. «Why d idn ' t you in fo rm me earl ier, 
so that we could take urgent measures? Genera l , 
we must save the Colonel 's l i fe. Have we your 
permiss ion to act?» 

«Do you have any possibi l i t ies?» he asked 
me. 

«Dr . D ishn ica must see h im in the f irst 
place, and then I th ink we must transfer h im as 
qu ick ly as possible to T i rana . We have our doctors 
there,» I repl ied. 

«But is this possible?» asked the Genera l 
in astonishment. 

«We can get h im to T i r ana w i t h i n a few 
days and the operat ion can be done immediately,» 
I said. 

A f t e r consult ing w i t h Nichol ls , the Genera l 
told me they wou ld be gratefu l i f we could get 
this underway qu i ck l y and expressed the desire 
that N icho l l s should be sheltered in the home of 
one of their men, a bey of Je l la, if I am not 
mistaken. 

«Wherever you l ike,» I repl ied, and wi thout 
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delay sent couriers urgent ly to instruct the com­
rades of Ma t and T i r ana to organize a refuge 
for the Colonel and the operat ion on h i m as 
qu ick ly as possible. The Genera l thanked me for 
our concern and the speed w i t h wh i c h we were 
act ing to save the Co lone l and said that in these 
condit ions he could not leave the v i c in i t y of 
T i rana unt i l the Colonel was better. 

«That is understandable,» I said. «Then you 
shal l stay w i t h Baba Fa ja . He is on the way here 
i f he hasn't come already, and you w i l l stay 
w i t h h im and his forces here, or perhaps in 
some other nearby zone.» 

Baba Fa ja came and met the Genera l . We 
said goodbye. I shook the Genera l by the hand 
say ing: «I' l l see you again in the zone of Korça ,» 
but we never met again. 

Du r i ng those days a B r i t i sh L ieutenant cal led 
T ray horn had surrendered to the Germans. It 
seems he had told them everyth ing about the 
Genera l , where he was stay ing and his plans. 
On the day after we left, January 8, the Bal l is ts 
of Az i s B i ç aku and a platoon of Ge rman so l ­
diers moved in on the sheepfolds of Kostenja, 
where the part isans w i t h the B r i t i sh Genera l and 
four other people were located. The partisans, 
led by Baba Fa ja , began to f ight off the attacks 
f rom the four sides. Baba Fa ja led the f ight ing, 
d i rect ing the attacks on the enemy in order to 
break through the encirc lement and enter a 
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nearby forest and at the same t ime protected 
and opened the way for the Genera l . Shout ing, 
«Take care of the Genera l !» Baba Fa ja cont inued 
to f ight in the vanguard to cover the i r w i t h ­
drawa l . N icho l l s and another B r i t i sh off icer also 
fought together w i t h the part isans to break 
through the encirc lement. In the heat of the 
battle the part isans saw that the Genera l was 
not mov ing . Some of them went back to get 
h im, but to the i r astonishment saw that he was 
leaning against the t runk of a tree w i t h a red 
silk sash draped across his chest and shout ing 
and gestur ing to them to go away. Meanwh i l e 
Freder ik , wh i le f ight ing alongside Nichol ls , heard 
the Genera l say to the Co lone l : 

«Go on, I am hit. You take charge!» 
«Very good, sir, goodbye!» repl ied the 

Colonel. 
A number of Bal l i s ts and Germans were 

k i l l ed and the f i r i ng stopped. The enemy w i t h ­
drew. A f t e r the battle, the part isans discovered 
that the B r i t i sh Genera l was miss ing. Exhausted, 
completely discouraged, he had th rown away 
his weapons and surrendered wi thout f i r i ng a 
shot. 

The report about the event reached me at 
Shmi l , when we had made a l l the preparat ions 
for our journey and were almost ready to start 
for the Ko r ça zone. The Genera l who had ad -
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vised us to surrender had long been p lann ing to 
surrender himself. Thus, he found the moment 
and made his p l an a real i ty. 

Despite his in ju red leg, the Co lone l d id not 
surrender, but broke through the enc i rc lement 
and entered the forest, because he knew what 
awaited a senior off icer of the S O E at the 
hands of the Gestapo. The Genera l h imsel f had 
expressed this to F reder i k in the course of con­
versat ion. There was also another reason w h y 
he d id not surrender. Acco rd ing to a t rad i t ion 
in the B r i t i sh army, if a senior off icer is captured, 
his immediate subordinate takes his posit ion. 
Hence, N icho l l s wou ld automat ica l ly become a 
Genera l and head of the B r i t i sh miss ion in A l b a ­
nia, and, in fact, d id so. However , this was 
only for a few days. W i t h his leg gangrenous, 
he broke off a l l contact w i t h the representative 
of the Staff of our Nat iona l L ibera t ion A r m y 
and, through the intervent ion of the Ba l l i K o m -
bëtar and Legal i tet i , he found shelter in the 
v i c in i t y of T i rana in the home of one of the 
Toptan i fami ly, a Ba l l i s t and Ang loph i le . As we 
learned later, he died there and was bur ied i n ­
cognito. 

The Bal l is ts d isplayed a l l this care for the 
Colonel in atonement for the s in they had com­
mit ted against the Br i t i sh , by hand ing over 
Gene ra l Davies to the Germans. Nevertheless, 
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the B r i t i sh d id not pub l i c l y condemn the Bal l ists, 
because they d id not want to total ly discredit 
them and they cont inued the i r contacts w i th 
them. However , the Germans brought his whole 
f i l thy business to l ight. In order to show that 
the Bal l i s ts were w i t h them, they pub l i c i zed the 
capture of the Genera l by the Bal l ists, and for 
this they awarded A z i z B i ç a ku the Iron Cross. 

Later, when I was in the South, I was 
in formed that the comrades of T i rana had made 
an attempt to release the B r i t i sh Genera l f rom 
the clutches of the Gestapo, but had fai led, a l ­
though four people had sacr i f iced their l ives in 
the attempt. 

In September 1944, the Command of the 1st 
A r m y Corps o f the Nat iona l L iberat ion A r m y 
in formed me that the part isans had captured 
three Ge rman women, dangerous spies, on the 
Kukës -P r i z r en road. I sent an urgent radiogram, 
order ing the comrades to t ry to exhange them 
for Genera l Davies. However , the Ge rman Com­
mand repl ied that when they asked Genera l 
Davies whether he wanted to be exchanged he 
had not accepted the proposal. 

We d id our duty towards h im, but the 
B r i t i sh Genera l Davies preferred Ge rman i m ­
pr isonment to freedom w i th the part isans in the 
mounta ins of A lban ia , where he wou ld have had 
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to share the countless sacrif ices (1) they endured. 
Th is was the shamefu l end of a senior 

B r i t i sh off icer, the agent of the Intel l igence 
Service, Genera l Davies. 

Wi thout doubt, the B r i t i sh Genera l , pr isoner 
of the Germans, who refused to be released 
on exchange as we proposed, had been ordered 
by London to enter into discussions w i t h the 
Germans about the future of A l ban i a over wh i c h 
London was so concerned. I have presented facts 
about this concern throughout my descr ipt ion of 
the events. 

1 In his book Illyrian Venture Davies admits that in 
the German prisoner of war camp, «It was a better Christmas 
than the last, when we were struggling against a bl izzard on 
top of a mountain, w i th no food and no prospects.» (Brigadier 
«Trotsky» Davies, Illyrian Venture. The Bodley Head, London 
1952, p. 219.) 
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IV 

M U S T A F A GJINISHI — A G E N T OF 
T H E BRITISH 

The two Mustafas. Kaçaçi — loyal son of 
the Party. Gjinishi's links and contacts with the 
«nationalists». Babë Myslim's reply. The «plan» 
for the Peqin-Darsia military domain. A «valu-
able» proposal: «Let us send representatives to 
London.» The BBC — Ras Tafari. Tafari's con­
fession: «Cungu put me in contact with the 
Turkish consulate.» Caught red-handed. 

I had not k nown Musta fa G j i n i sh i , no r even 
heard his name, I knew noth ing at a l l about who 
he was, wha t wo r k he d id, where he l i ved and 
what he had been doing before the occupation 
of A l ban i a by Italy. I had heard of his father 
who had a good reputat ion. He had been a demo­
crat, a supporter of F a n No l i , against the beys, 
against Vë r l a c i and Zog and had been assassi­
nated by them. He was a f r iend of M y s l i m and 
Shyq r i Peza who were enemies of the Vër lac is 
and other beys, and had a lways been persecuted 
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and were sometimes in pr ison, sometimes f ug i ­
tives and sometimes obl iged to l i ve in ex i le in 
Yugos lav ia . I d id not even know that this demo­
crat, who had been persecuted and assassinated 
by Vër lac i ' s men, had a son cal led Mus ta fa who, 
i t seems, had attended the Amer i c an Techn ica l 
School in T i rana . 

A f t e r the occupat ion of our country by the 
Italians, Musta fa entered A l ban i a f rom Yugo ­
slavia together w i t h Musta fa Kaçaç i and Abaz 
K u p i . Of course, they entered the country i l ­
legal ly, crossing the border in D ib ra , i f I 'm not 
mistaken. They made contact w i t h H a x h i L lesh i , 
who was in the underground movement, and came 
to T i rana secretly. Musta fa G j i n i sh i made contact 
w i t h M y s l i m Peza who was pursued by the 
Ital ians and had also gone underground. 

I had never met Mus ta fa Kaçaç i , e i ther, 
but I knew his name and something of his s t rug­
gle against the regime of Zog. Kaçaç i had been 
one of the leaders of the F i e r upr i s ing in 1935. 
He was sentenced to death as an ant i -Zog i te 
democrat, but mainta ined a very good stand 
before the court. La te r his death sentence was 
commuted and after a per iod of impr i son ­
ment he was released and f led to Yugos lav ia 
w i t h the a id of fr iends and comrades. In ex i le 
he sympathized w i t h commun ism and cal led h i m ­
self a communist . G j i n i sh i , l ikewise, c la imed to 
be «a communist». 
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A f t e r some t ime we met the two Mustafas. 
The Pa r t y had not been formed at this t ime and 
I made contact w i t h these two on behalf of the 
Ko r ça Group . I was st i l l legal at that t ime. 

At the f i rst meet ing I had w i t h these two 
comrades, we ta lked about the s i tuat ion in the 
country and the wa r wh i ch we had to organize 
against the occupiers. I to ld them br ief ly, w i thout 
going into detai l (and especial ly w i thout ta lk ing 
about the organizat ion of our Ko r ça Group), 
about the disagreements between the communist 
groups. I exp la ined to them the mistaken v iews 
of the other groups, whi le , of course, po int ing 
out that the l ine of our group was correct, was 
t ru ly a communist l ine, that our group was 
l inked w i t h the Comintern , etc., etc. 

«We are for wa r against the occupier,» I 
told them. 

«We are for war , too,» they said. «We 
have come here to f ight and want to l i nk up 
w i t h your Group.» 

Of course, I was pleased at th is and agreed 
that they should make contact w i t h the leaders 
of other groups and t ry to persuade them to 
reach agreement. They promised, but d id no­
th ing. 

I met Kaçaç i several t imes. He reported to 
me on his act iv i t ies and f ina l l y to ld me: 

«Listen, Enver . W i t h Qo r r i (Anastas Lula) 
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noth ing can be done. Therefore, al locate me my 
work , the cel l I am to belong to and my contact. 
Bear in m ind my game leg, because I cannot 
r un and might be spotted.» 

Kaçaç i was very good as a person and as 
a communist . He was sincere, jo ined the Ko r ç a 
Group and, when the Pa r t y was founded, became 
a member of it. La te r he was appointed po l i t i ca l 
commissar of the part isan batta l ion of Ma t and 
fought and gave leadership as a resolute com­
munist un t i l the moment he was k i l l ed , f ight ing 
heroica l ly for the l iberat ion of K r u j a . A f t e r 
L iberat ion the Pa r t y awarded h im the lofty t i t le 
Hero of the People. 

Matters were total ly d i f ferent w i t h Mus ta fa 
G j in i sh i , let alone w i t h Hasan Reçi , a l though 
the latter, too, posed as a communist , but we 
never trusted h im . He was a char latan, a l iar , 
a very dubious ind iv idua l . T ime proved this 
completely. He was an agent in the service of 
the Ang lo -Amer i cans , and after L iberat ion he 
was exposed and condemned. 

Bu t let us re turn to Mus ta fa G j i n i sh i . He 
was a clever, dynamic, act ive fel low, but con­
ceited, wa r y w i t h us and insincere. He spoke 
w i t h gestures as though to give himself author i ty . 
He wanted to show that he had l inks and great 
inf luence w i th M y s l i m Peza, as we l l as w i t h many 
circles of «national ists» and anti-fascists, and 
gave the impression that his words and advice 
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were l istened to in those circles. He to ld us no th­
ing concrete. Where and who these «bases and 
supporters» of his were, we discovered later. 

A l l eged ly i l legal, he went a l l over T i rana 
wear ing dark glasses and a blue suit, sometimes 
w i th a felt hat, sometimes wear ing plus-fours 
and a cap and a wh i te gabardine coat, and 
car ry ing a black satchel conta in ing papers, a 
Tu rk i sh revo lver and two Yugos lav grenades. 
Ou r people reported that he went and met 
I r fan Oh r i , L u m o Skëndo, Sheh Ka rbuna ra , 
Kambe r Qafmol la , Aba z K u p i and others. He 
had meetings w i t h a great m ix tu re of people, 
inc lud ing beys, some of w h o m had declared 
their l i nks w i t h the occupiers, others who had 
not done so at that t ime, and some other «can-
didates», «sympathizers» w i t h the movement, 
some of them inveterate and resolute ant i -com­
munists. Mus ta fa to ld us ve ry l i t t le about what 
he discussed, and what intr igues he hatched up 
w i th them, even later when the Pa r t y was 
formed, and indeed, even after we admitted h im 
as a member of the Par ty . 

P r i o r to the format ion of the Par ty , we had 
managed to create a sort of l ia ison committee 
wi th the var ious groups for jo int actions, and I 
remember that we summoned Mus ta fa Kaçaç i 
and Mus ta fa G j i n i sh i to a meet ing of this «com-
mittee» at wh i ch Vas i l Shanto, I and Anastas 
L u l a were present. At this meet ing I proposed 

177 



that we should come out in a demonstrat ion in 
the streets of T i r ana precisely on that day wh i ch 
later became k n o w n as the day of the b ig 
demonstrat ion in T i rana, when we came to b lows 
w i t h the forces of the occupier in the M in i s t r ies ' 
Square. Anastas pretended not to oppose the 
proposal fo r a demonstrat ion but d i d not f a i l to 
invoke the «theory of cadres» and to say that 
«the enemy w i l l d iscover us and attack us,» etc., 
and secretely fought to sabotage the proposal 
through X h e p i (Sadik Premte). Vas i l , a brave 
pro letar ian comrade, who remained a resolute 
communist in the ranks of the Pa r t y f r om the 
t ime i t was fo rmed un t i l he was k i l l ed in per­
fo rming his duty, d id not raise any opposit ion, 
but said, «I must consult my comrades», and 
qu i ck l y brought a posit ive reply. Mus ta fa G j i ­
n ish i began to indulge in rhetor ic, demagogy and 
to obscure the issue, so that noth ing wou ld be 
decided. Then I asked Mus ta fa G j i n i sh i b lun t l y : 

«Are you for or against demonstrat ions?» 
«I support Vas i l ' s v iew,» he said. 
«But Va s i l gave certa in reasons,» I said. 

«He's going to ask his comrades. B u t what 
comrades are you going to ask? As fa r as I 
know and as you have said yourself, you are 
w i t h our Group , and as such you ought to be 
discipl ined.» 

«No,» objected Mus ta fa G j i n i sh i ind ignant ly , 
«I have the r ight to th ink outside the d isc ip l ine 
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of the Group , because I have a series of nat iona l ­
ist f r iends who are assisting the w a r and we 
should not compromise them so soon. We need 
more preparat ion.» 

«Then, Mustafa,» I said, «tell me straight, 
you are nei ther w i t h us no r w i t h Vas i l . I f 
My s l im Peza had l istened to you, he wou l d not 
have attacked the armies of the occupier. We ' l l 
come out in the demonstrat ion and jo in our 
efforts w i t h those of M y s l i m Peza, regardless 
of whether you or X h e p i l i ke i t or not.» 

Mus ta fa Kaçaç i immediate ly associated h im ­
self w i t h me and said to G j i n i sh i : 

«Mustafa , don't get up to t r i cks l i ke you 
d id when we were in Yugos lav ia . We've come 
here to f ight those who have occupied the 
country.» 

G j i n i s h i j umped to his feet, red-faced and 
angry and said to Ka ça ç i : 

«Don ' t insult me, I won ' t a l low you to 
insult me. I am in favour but we must be 
careful not to become the target of attack. Wha t 
do you mean w i t h the t r icks I got up to in 
Yugos lav ia?» 

I in tervened to stop the conversat ion tak ing 
this t u r n and we parted. 

The demonstrat ion was held. Regardless of 
the fact that the heads of the «Youth» G roup 
were against it, the rank-and- f i l e of the three 
groups came out in the demonstrat ion wi thout 
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hesitation and fought the m i l i t i a and the cara-
b in ier i of the occupier in the streets and squares. 

A considerable t ime went by, f i l l ed w i t h 
histor ic events, the ma in one of wh i ch was the 
founding of our Commun is t Par ty , our struggle 
to bu i l d and consolidate it, for its un i ty and to 
purge it of the sp i r i t and old methods of wo r k 
of the groups. The Pa r t y th rew itself and its 
active forces hero ica l ly into the war, into actions, 
a th ing wh i ch raised h igh its prestige among 
the people and bu i l t up the i r confidence in the 
Par ty . The unheal thy Trotsky i te heads, such as 
Qor r i , X h ep i and those of the «Z ja r r i» G roup 
were being isolated step by step. 

When the Pa r t y was formed, I summoned 
Musta fa G j i n i sh i to report on the wo rk he had 
done, as the other members of the groups wh i ch 
formed the Pa r t y d id . 

«I k n ow that as soon as you came here, 
you ' l inked up ' w i t h the K o r ç a Group, Musta fa , 
but now that the Pa r t y has been formed, since 
you cal l yourself a communist, you w i l l under ­
stand that you must te l l us the connections you 
have w i t h var ious people and the work you have 
done w i t h them, so that the Cent ra l Commit tee 
can make its judgement of this and of you, and 
about how you should act in the future, in other 
words, give you direct ives,» I to ld h im . 

He was in a t ight spot, and I remember this 
rep ly: 
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«I am a communist , Comrade Enver , but you 
have not g iven me contacts, a l though I mainta in 
contact w i t h many comrades of the Pa r t y and 
work w i t h them.» 

«You are on a wrong course,» I to ld h im, 
«and you must immediate ly break off your organ­
izat ional l inks w i t h other comrades, because we 've 
f in ished w i t h these methods of fact ional wo r k 
once and for a l l . It's not true that you have been 
left w i thout contact. Y o u r contact is w i t h me. I 
told you this a long t ime ago, but it has been to 
your l i k i ng to ma in ta in contacts w i t h everybody. 
The f i r m disc ip l ine and rules of the Pa r t y in 
these t imes of wa r do not permit such a thing.» 

«You st i l l wan t proofs of what I am?» he 
asked. 

«I have summoned you precisely to discuss 
w i th you the wo r k you have done so that we 
can know you better and the Cent ra l Commit tee 
can judge you r work .» 

He was obl iged to say something, put t ing 
the emphasis on the f ight of M y s l i m Peza w i t h 
wh i ch we were ve ry we l l acquainted. However , 
Mustafa wanted to escape render ing account to 
the Par ty , and at the same t ime tr ied to give us 
the impress ion that i t was he who «guided» 
My s l im Peza and that, i f we took a di f ferent 
v iew of the question of Mustafa , then the l inks 
of the Pa r t y w i t h M y s l i m wou ld be jeopardized! 

The impress ion he gave me in this talk war 

181 



a bad one. Nevertheless, I had to proceed cautious­
ly. It was essential to f i nd out every th ing about 
the act iv i ty of Mus ta fa G j in i sh i , and this wou ld 
take t ime. At that per iod I had no suspicions 
that Musta fa G j i n i s h i was l i nked w i t h foreigners, 
but a communist he was not. He was an ambit ious 
nationalist, an adventurer and might become a 
source of danger to us on many counts, i f we 
were not v ig i lant and d id not keep a t ight re in 
on his unorganized act ivit ies. We parted f r om 
that meet ing in a re lat ive ly f r i end ly fashion, but 
it was c lear that nei ther he nor I was satisf ied 
w i t h each other and both of us understood this. 

I had to cont inue to work w i t h h i m pat ient­
ly, not because of his threats that w i thout h i m 
the l i nks o f the Pa r t y w i t h M y s l i m Peza m igh t 
be jeopardized, because these l inks were strong 
and sincere and we were going to strengthen 
them even more, but because we wanted to 
restra in h im in his mistakes and his adventures 
and make h im a good f ighter for the cause of 
the l iberat ion. To this end, we had to set about 
wo rk together w i t h M y s l i m Peza, so that we 
could become better acquainted w i t h Musta fa . 
We could not underrate the t rad i t ion of f am i l y 
f r iendship between the Pezas and the G j in i sh i s 
and the sympathy of M y s l i m for Mus ta fa as the 
son of his f r iend, as an ant i - I ta l ian f ighter and 
as a communist, wh i ch he pretended to be. 
Mus ta fa was a gl ib talker, gathered up and 
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spread around in format ion f r om many quarters 
and might become a sort of «newspaper» or 
«source of news» for My s l im . Th is was wha t I 
was a f ra id of, but I had great fa i th in the strong 
character, the sense of justice and unpretent ious-
ness of M y s l i m Peza. A n d I was not mis taken. 

Le t us r e tu rn to Mus ta fa G j in i sh i . 
Natura l l y , i t is not my object here to des­

cr ibe in deta i l his l i fe and act iv i ty in the per iod 
of the Nat iona l L ibe ra t ion War , but on ly certa in 
events and occurrences in wh i c h we r an into his 
hostile act iv i ty a imed against the Pa r t y and the 
people's nat iona l l iberat ion state power. 

One night, short ly after the format ion of 
the Par ty , I summoned Mus ta fa Kaçaç i to a meet­
ing in an underground base in T i rana . A t that 
t ime we had both gone underground. I ta lked 
to h im. I questioned h i m about G j in i sh i and 
asked h im to speak to me openly as a communist, 
po int ing out s incerely that the Pa r t y was con­
v inced that G j i n i sh i was an anti-fascist, a deter­
mined f ighter against the occupiers. 

«He makes great c la ims to be a communist, 
poses as a communist wherever he goes, to 
whoever he meets,» I said, «however, we are not 
convinced about this and must put h i m to fur ther 
tests in order to admi t h i m to the ranks of the 
Par ty . G j i n i sh i displays great lack of disc ip l ine 
in car ry ing out the rules and direct ives of the 
Par ty , does whatever he himself th inks fit, does 
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not report on the connections he has or about 
the work he does, and it f requent ly occurs that 
when we want to meet patr iot ic elements they 
say to us: 'There is no need because we have 
contact w i t h Mus ta fa G j in i sh i . ' C an you te l l me 
your op in ion about these judgements of m ine 
on the character and method of wo rk of Mus ta fa 
Gj in ish i ,» I asked Kaçaç i , »because I may be 
wrong, wh i le you are better acquainted w i t h h i m 
and also knew h im when you were abroad?» 

In br ief Kaçaç i to ld me: 
«Overa l l , you are not mistaken. G j i n i sh i is 

active, capable of fo rm ing combinat ions, there is 
no doubt that he is anti-fascist and ant i - I ta l ian 
and wants to f ight, but in his own way. Th is is 
what he d i d when we were in Yugos lav ia , too. 
Y o u could f i nd h i m everywhere. He d idn ' t stay 
much w i t h us, but he met a l l those who were 
anti-Zogites, regardless of who they were, beys, 
aghas, A lban ians or Yugos lav off ic ials. He was 
in formed about every th ing and had p lenty of 
money, wh i l e we could hard ly get by f r om 
month to month by bor row ing f r om one another. 
One day he came to me and said that we were 
going to enter A l ban i a together i l legal ly, because 
the wo rk against fascism there had begun. 

«'How and f rom where are we going to go?' 
I asked h im. 'Who is going to put us across the 
border? ' 

«'Don't wor ry , ' he to ld me, 'I 've reached 
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agreement w i t h Gan i Bey K r y e z i u . H i s men 
w i l l get us into A l ban i a and there we shal l f i nd 
ways to meet A q i f L lesh i , H a x h i L lesh i and 
others. As for money, don't wo r r y about that, 
because I've got some f rom the 'Committee ' and 
some f r om Gan i Bey ' . 

«'There's no one l ike you, Mustafa , ' I said,» 
cont inued Kaçaç i , «'the ma i n th ing is that we 
must get to A l ban i a and die there, in our 
own country, because abroad we ' re dy ing of 
boredom.' So we set out. I must te l l you, C o m ­
rade Enver , that before we crossed the border, 
G j in i sh i gave me a bag of gold napoleons wh i ch 
I was to keep in the saddle bag of my mu le and 
when we got to the Home land he took i t f rom 
me saying, 'These w i l l serve us to f inance the 
war. ' He w i l l have to ld you this,» said Kaçaç i 
in conclusion. 

«No,» I repl ied, «He must have forgotten or 
perhaps the occasion hasn't arisen!» Bu t this 
aroused my suspicions. Mus ta fa G j i n i sh i had 
come f r om abroad w i t h go ld! Who had g iven i t 
to h im? Wha t connections had he w i t h the feudal 
Gan i Bey K r y e z i u , and who was beh ind them? 
Was i t Serb ian react ion or the Br i t i sh? Perhaps 
neither. «. . .and he had p lenty of money, wh i l e 
we could hard ly get by f r om month to month by 
bo r row ing . . .» Kaçaç i had to ld me. Wha t should 
be done? I had to proceed cautiously and w i t h 
great v ig i lancs, because G j i n i sh i was w i l y . 
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The f ight of the Pa r t y and the people against 
the occupier and the quis l ings was becoming 
more and more f ierce. I t was extending in the 
capital and other cit ies. M y s l i m Peza's çeta was 
being strengthened w i t h communists and enlarged 
w i t h partisans f r om the c i ty and the vi l lages 
of Peza. My s l im , l i nked closely w i t h the Par ty , 
stood heroical ly. When I went w i t h h i m to di f ­
ferent vi l lages, Babë's words revealed his trust 
in the Pa r t y and his fa i th in commun ism. Peza 
had been turned into an important f ight ing centre 
for us and a great danger to the occupiers and 
the quis l ing Vë r l ac i . 

A l o ng w i t h the f ight against the occupiers 
and the traitors, the Par ty , through its members 
and others whom it appointed, also held ta lks 
and meetings w i t h people k n o w n for the i r op­
posit ion to Zog in the past, w i t h «national ists», 
as we cal led them. We sounded them out about 
their po l i t ica l attitudes, the i r inf luence and circles, 
as we l l as about the possibi l it ies of i nvo l v ing 
them in the struggle against the occupiers and 
un i t ing them w i t h the Pa r t y in the wa r for the 
l iberat ion of the country. 

A l t hough we st i l l had not admit ted G j i n i sh i 
to the Par ty , we had al located h i m to this wo rk 
for wh i ch he was al legedly suitable. Sometimes 
he reported and sometimes he d id not report 
to us, but d id not give up his tactics. He was 
resentful of the fact that My s l im , on w h o m he 
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had p inned great hopes, was f i rm l y l i nked w i t h 
the Pa r t y through me and Qemal Stafa. He saw 
that Babë l i ked us and that we had great love 
and respect for h im , sought his op in ion and kept 
h im in fo rmed about everyth ing, regardless of 
the fact that he was not yet a member of the 
Communis t Pa r t y . 

G j i n i sh i began to react against this connec­
t ion: his v is i ts to Peza became more frequent 
and more pro longed and he t r ied to confuse the 
comrades. They in formed us about these things, 
but we advised them to be pat ient and to con­
t inue to wa t ch out. 

The contacts and meetings of Mus ta fa w i t h 
the «national ists» not only d id not produce any 
concrete result, but also came into opposit ion 
w i t h the ardent and pure patr io t i sm of My s l im 
Peza. M y s l i m Peza was l i nked i r revocably w i th 
the poor peasants and hated the beys and sw in ­
dlers. M a n y of these were the «nationalists» of 
Musta fa G j i n i sh i and Shyq r i Peza. Musta fa and 
Shyq r i got a long we l l w i t h them and wanted to 
take advantage of M y s l i m for the i r own purposes. 
In conversation, both of them ta lked about Ir fan 
Ohr i , Qa z im Mu l l e t i and the beys of Ndroq , whom 
My s l im detested. Mus ta fa was on int imate terms 
w i t h Agë Pet re la whose house in T i rana was 
his base. Th i s agha had secret connections w i t h 
the beys of Nd roq and other enemies of Mys l im 's . 

A l l these actions and stands of Musta fa d id 
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not increase but reduced Babë's trust in h im . 
Here is one event amongst many others. 

Qemal and I left T i r ana secretly, because 
we were both i l legal, and went to Peza, gu ided 
on the T i rana-Peza road by the part isan cour ier, 
the loya l peasant Mu r a t Mëça l la . We went to the 
v i l lage of Du rak j a where Babë was staying. We 
were to ta lk w i t h h im about strengthening the 
leading role of the Pa r t y in the çeta, the reorgan­
izat ion of the çeta, the appointment of a po l i t i ca l 
commissar, supplies of arms, c lothing, etc. The 
three of us sat around the f i re and we presented 
the prob lem. M y s l i m l istened to us and said, 
«I agree w i t h the Par ty , we should do wha t it 
says. Take the necessary measures as soon as 
you can.» It was gett ing dark. The day was 
f ine but cold and the f i re was very pleasant. 
F r o m t ime to t ime Babë took a sip f r om the 
r ak i f lask and handed i t to us. We drank, too, 
a l though we were more interested in the p i ck led 
f r ied peppers than the rak i . 

We just f in ished our wo rk when a part isan 
came and said: 

«Babë, Shyq r i has come w i t h Mus ta fa G j i ­
nishi.» 

«Wel l , let them come in , what are they 
wa i t ing for?» said My s l im . 

«Perhaps we should go. Y o u might have 
some business w i t h them,» I said. 
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«No,» said Mys l im , «I've no business wh i ch 
you must not know, therefore don't move.» 

W h e n they came in , we shook hands and 
Qemal and I sat down on one side of the f i re 
beside My s l im . 

It was clear f r om the expression on his 
face that Shyq r i Peza was not pleased that we 
were there. Shyq r i was as bur l y as M y s l i m was 
sl im. He was an impressive f igure w i t h his 
broad face, long hair, w ide shoulders and baggy 
trousers wh i c h made h i m look even bigger than 
he was. Shyq r i was intel l igent but quite the 
opposite of M y s l i m in character. 

«Have you any news?» asked Mys l im , ad ­
dressing Shyq r i who was toasting his hands at 
the f i re. 

«I came f r om T i rana , My s l im . In Peza e 
Vogë l I met Mus ta fa and we came here together.» 

«What 's the news f r om Tirana?» My s l im 
asked again. 

«I r fan Bey O h r i sends you his regards,» 
said Shyq r i . «He had had a meet ing w i t h Qaz im 
Mu l l e t i . Qaz im and I r fan want to meet you, in 
whatever place you decide, in order to speak 
openly, because nei ther Qaz im nor I r fan want the 
Ital ians to attack and bu rn Peza, but on the 
condi t ion that you don't molest the Italians.» 

«And what d id you say?» asked M y s l i m in 
a quiet voice. 

Qema l and I were l is tening attent ively. 
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«I could not give them any reply, but 
Musta fa and I th ink that i t wou ld not hur t i f 
you met them,» Shyq r i cont inued. 

«We wou ld not be surrender ing our wea -
pons,» added Musta fa . 

At this M y s l i m rose angr i ly to his knees 
and said b lun t l y : 

«You , Shyq r i Peza, and you, Mus ta fa G j i n i ­
shi go and meet the tra i tors and ta lk w i t h them i f 
you w ish , but never again set foot back here in 
the base of M y s l i m Peza. A n d te l l them they 
can b r ing an a rmy i f they w ish , but I sha l l f ight 
them.» 

I jumped up and embraced M y s l i m and 
afterwards Qema l d id l ikewise. 

We made M y s l i m sit down. Shyq r i was 
s i t t ing f labbergasted, wh i l e Mus ta fa hung his 
head. 

«You must not do such a th ing, M r . Shyqr i ,» 
I said. «Babë M y s l i m and our Pa r t y w i l l never 
accept it. We fu l l y agree w i t h Babë, but bel ieve 
that you have not g iven this idea proper cons id­
erat ion. It is wrong , and we are convinced that 
you w i l l abandon it. As for Musta fa , he ought to 
have advised you to refuse this proposal of t r a i ­
tors, w i thout coming to Babë about it.» 

To ca lm the s i tuat ion I said to Babë M y s l i m : 
«We must trust Sh yq r i Peza, who is our 

brother, that he w i l l not make such mistakes 
again f r om now on and w i l l never be spl it away 
f rom Babë.» 
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We summoned Mus ta fa separately later and 
cr i t ic ized h i m severely. He made some sort of 
sel f-cr i t ic ism and we thought that f r om now on 
he wou ld come to his senses. He took par t in 
several actions w i t h the çeta of Peza against the 
Italians and accompanied K a j o in several dan­
gerous actions to e l iminate spies. In this d i rec­
t ion Mus ta fa G j i n i sh i showed himself to be no 
coward. 

F r o m the pol i t ica l v iewpoint Shyq r i Peza, 
Mys l im ' s brother, was vac i l la t ing and not as 
determined and mi l i tant as Babë Mys l im , but his 
daughter and his son- in- law, K a j o Ka ra f i l i , 
were l i nked w i t h Babë, w i t h the Pa r t y and the 
war. Thus, f r om that t ime on, Shyq r i was never 
parted f r om Babë or us and fo l lowed My s l im 
loyal ly. W h e n I went to Peza, he wou ld come 
out to shake hands and exchange a few words 
w i th me. W h e n we organized the Conference 
of Peza, Shyq r i , of course, d i d not part ic ipate 
in it, but he stayed in Peza, out of the way, 
without in ter fer ing. In one break du r i ng the 
meeting, he came out of his house, shook hands 
w i th us and sat d own on a cha i r near me. He 
could have sat near Baz i i Canës, but he d id 
not do so out of respect for and sol idar i ty w i t h 
My s l im in the eyes of strangers. I thought that 
at least we had neutra l i zed h im. I asked h i m : 

«What do you th ink, Sh yq r i Peza, about 
what we are doing?» 
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He looked me in the eye and sa id: 
«As long as M y s l i m agrees w i t h it, I am 

w i t h Mys l im.» 
«Thank you, Shyq r i Peza,» I said, «because 

the wa r against the I ta l ian occupier needs the 
support of every true A lban ian .» 

Shyq r i Peza was k i l l ed in an exchange of 
f i re wh i ch the batta l ion of Peza had w i t h the 
Ita l ian occupiers. 

Mus ta fa G j i n i sh i was cont inua l ly ask ing the 
comrades and me to put h i m into the Par ty . 
The comrades said to h i m : «You have to get 
the approva l o f Enve r w i t h w h o m you have 
contact, because he alone can make the recom­
mendation.» However , I hesitated. 

«Mustafa,» I said to h im one day, «you have 
posit ive aspects, but you also have many negative 
aspects, wh i ch I have cont inua l ly pointed out to 
you, as a comrade. The Pa r t y wants modest, 
sincere, d isc ip l ined people. If you give me your 
wo rd that you w i l l correct yourself . I shal l give 
you my recommendat ion.» He said that he wou ld 
do so and promised that he wou ld keep his wo rd . 

Thus, Musta fa G j i n i sh i was admit ted as a 
party member in the organizat ion of Peza. 

A f t e r hav ing secured admiss ion to the Par ty , 
Musta fa G j i n i sh i set to wo r k to c l imb in its l ead­
ership! Here and there he expressed his discontent 
that he was not in the Cent ra l Commit tee or the 
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regional committee. He whispered to others: 
«Why can only workers get into the committee 
and not intel lectuals?» To w i n over the nat iona l ­
ists and incite dissatisfaction w i t h the Pa r t y 
amongst them, he cr i t ic ized the proc lamat ions 
wh i ch we distr ibuted, because al legedly they 
contained insuff ic ient nat iona l i sm! 

These and other act iv it ies of Musta fa G j i n i ­
shi were attacked at the 1st Consul tat ive Con ­
ference w i t h party activists (Apr i l 12-14, 1942). 

Ma j o r events were tak ing place. The his­
toric Conference of Peza, at wh i ch the po l i t i ca l 
and organizat ional foundat ions of the un i ty of 
the A l ban i an people in the Ant i - fasc is t Nat iona l 
L iberat ion F ron t and the people's state power 
were la id, had been held. The Nat iona l L iberat ion 
Wa r was extending. Peza was attacked. Jus t 
two days before the fascists attacked it, Musta fa 
and I left Peza for T i r ana w i t h several bags of 
leaflets. We stopped at an old inn , wh i c h was 
a base of ours, where we left the leaflets and 
got away very qu ick ly , because I saw some move­
ments in our d i rect ion f r om the nearby Ita l ian 
barracks. The i nn was ra ided, the leaflets cap­
tured, and the inn-keeper arrested. 

Nako Sp i r u and some other comrades had set 
out f r om Peza in the d i rect ion of Durrës . On the 
way, they r an into the Ita l ian troops who were 
march ing towards Peza and were arrested. 
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About two months later, the Ba l l i Kombë ta r 
was formed as react ion opposed to the A n t i ­
fascist Nat iona l L ibera t ion Front , an organizat ion 
of reactionaries, of pseudo-democrats, of so-cal led 
l ibera l beys and aghas, who had fed f r om 
every t rough in the past and who, some openly, 
some ind i rect ly fo r the t ime being, were l i nked 
w i t h the Ita l ian occupiers and the quis l ings in 
power, headed by Mus ta fa K r u j a . The Ba l l i 
Kombëta r openly pub l i c i zed its p rogram against 
the Communis t Pa r t y of A l ban i a and against 
the Ant i - fasc is t Na t iona l L ibera t ion Front , wh i ch 
i t described as «a cloak for the Commun is t P a r ­
ty». The heads of this organizat ion issued the i r 
«Decalogue» wh i c h c i rculated freely. It advocated 
wa r against the Nat iona l L ibe ra t ion W a r and 
armed actions. Nevertheless, our Na t iona l L i b e r a ­
t ion W a r against the occupier had surged up 
v igorously a l l over the country. The Commun is t 
Pa r t y had become the insp i rer and the banner-
bearer of l iberat ion. 

The spr ing of 1943 ar r i ved and, together 
w i th it, the f i rst B r i t i sh m i l i t a ry missions began 
to come to A lban ia . 

W i t h the a r r i va l of the B r i t i sh missions, M u s ­
tafa G j i n i sh i was strut t ing l i ke a f ight ing cock, 
a l though both he and the B r i t i sh kept up ap­
pearances. Mustafa , that «cheerful , interest ing 
and f rank person», as the B r i t i sh described h im , 
had the advantage that he knew Engl i sh. Even 
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when some of us who knew F rench but not 
Engl ish, were present, Musta fa was able to speak 
freely w i t h them, or to translate as he wished. 
I did not l i ke this, but there was noth ing we 
could do about it. We tr ied to see if there was 
any connect ion between some meetings of the 
Br i t i sh w i t h «national ist» personal it ies and the 
meetings wh i c h Mus ta fa had had prev ious ly 
wi th these ind iv idua ls , who were now openly 
wi th the Ba l l i Kombëtar , but we were st i l l unab ­
le to f i nd the connect ing thread in this tangle. 

W i t h a id of the Br i t i sh , a k i n d of F rench gov­
ernment, cal led «the Commit tee of Free France» 
headed by De Gaul le , had been created in L ondon ; 
the «government» of K i n g Peter, the k i ng of 
Yugoslav ia w i thout a k ingdom, who had f led the 
country before the Ge rman attack, the Du t ch 
«government», the Be lg ian «government» and 
others also had the i r «seats» there. The «govern-
ment» in ex i le of K i n g P a u l of Greece was also 
under the w i n g of the Br i t i sh . London, together 
w i th the A l ban i an react ionaries and traitors, also 
tr ied to create a roya l government for A l ban i a 
w i th in the count ry or abroad. Apparen t l y i t had 
its attent ion focussed on the restoration of the 
monarchy because it thought that the A l ban i an 
people were «longing» for this and for the hang ­
man Zog. 

The B r i t i sh Intel l igence Serv ice was car ry ­
ing these cartr idges in its bandol ier against the 
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peoples who were f ight ing. Therefore we had to 
be very v ig i lant towards the manoeuvres of the 
Br i t i sh . 

Despite their efforts they were unable to 
create a government in exi le headed by Zog. The 
fierce, far-s ighted, resolute and uncompromis ing 
f ight of our Pa r t y in f l i c ted this defeat on them. 
Th is was the ma in factor. 

Besides this there was the Greek question. 
The Greek government in ex i le c la imed Southern 
A l ban i a and d id not recognize the status quo of 
A l ban i a before the occupation. It wou ld consider 
the creat ion of a roya l A l ban i an government in 
exi le an attack of the B r i t i sh government against 
this c la im. (1 ) A t that t ime B r i t a i n had re lat ive ly 
greater interest in Greece than in A l ban i a . Th is 
d id not mean i t had f ina l l y g iven up hope of 
us ing Zog (2) for its plans. 
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1 In connection wi th the recognition of a government in 
exi le headed by Zog, a Foreign Off ice document, No. E 48 says 
that «It would certainly do considerable harm to our relations 
w i th the Greek Government.» (FO 371/37138-3690. PRO. Taken 
from the photocopy of the original found in the AIH, Tirana.) 

2 On August 9, 1944, A. Dew of the Foreign Off ice wrote to 
the Secretary of the Anglo-A lbanian Association among other 
things: 
«2. The suggestion that an A lbanian Government in exile should 
be recognised has been kept constantly under review, but it is 
not felt that the appropriate moment for this step has yet 
arrived.» 
(FO 371/43555-3278. PRO. Taken from the photocopy of the ori­
ginal found in the AIH, Tirana.) 



Such manoeuvres of the B r i t i sh to create a 
government in exi le and to re-establ ish the re­
gime of Zog against the w i l l of the people were 
very dangerous. Such a people, who had a h is­
tory f u l l of sufferings, a people hardened to want 
and di f f icul t ies, under the leadership of the C o m ­
munist Par ty , wou l d know how to defend their 
r ights against whoever might dare to engage in 
t r i ckery at the i r expense, wou ld be capable of 
establ ishing their own fo rm of government, 
wh ich wou ld ensure a l l the freedoms and demo­
cratic r ights for them. 

H a d we made one smal l mistake in this d i ­
rection, we wou ld have jeopardized everyth ing 
just as the Yugos lav Communis t Par ty , the 
F rench Commun is t Par ty , the Greek Communis t 
Pa r ty and many other communist parties jeopard­
ized and lost everyth ing. The B r i t i sh had Ahme t 
Zog, Aba z K u p i o r the K r yez i u s ready. Bu t our 
Par ty showed exemplary determinat ion, v i g i l ­
ance and Marx i s t -Len in i s t pol i t ica l matur i ty , loy­
alty to the people and to its ideology, M a r x i s m -
Len in i sm. No concession was made to them and 
their plans were smashed to smithereens. 

In one meet ing wh i ch I had w i t h the head 
of the B r i t i sh mission, Genera l Davies, I had 
Musta fa w i t h me, to serve also as interpreter on 
this occasion. 

When we were re turn ing through the forest 
to our base, on the way Mus ta fa said to me: 
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«We are waging a heroic war, f u l l of sacr i ­
fices, and nobody abroad hears about it, wh i le 
the Yugoslavs have a special station of their own 
wh i ch broadcasts, of course, f r om Moscow.» 

«There's noth ing we can do about this, G j i n i ­
shi,» I said. «In this d i rect ion only Moscow can 
ta lk about us, but we have no Soviet miss ion 
here. Nevertheless, we shal l continue the wa r and 
eventual ly the wo r l d w i l l learn what a great f ight 
our people, led by the Par ty , have put up.» 

«That is so,» said G j in i sh i . «These B r i t i sh we 
have here aren't he lp ing us. Perhaps they have 
orders, but maybe they are just du l l -w i t ted and 
lack ing in i t iat ive. They don't understand the 
great importance of A l ban i a in the Ba lkans . We 
ought to f i nd the way to interest the govern­
ment of our B r i t i sh all ies in our war.» 

Th is alerted a l l my senses. 
«I am a bit t i red, Mustafa,» I said. «Let's sit 

down and have a cigarette.» A n d we l i t up. 
«How could we interest the B r i t i sh govern­

ment? Have you thought about this?» I cont inued 
the conversation. 

«We should send one or two comrades to 
London on behalf of the Ant i - fasc is t Na t iona l L i b ­
erat ion Front ,» he repl ied, «to put f o rwa rd our 
v iews there, our requests for arms, for aid, for 
propaganda only about our Nat iona l L ibera t ion 
War , and for the exposure of the Ba l l i Kombë ta r 
and the quisl ings, because we are gett ing no-
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where w i t h these people of the B r i t i sh mission 
and mere ly quarre l l ing a l l the t ime.» 

In order to discover more of Mustafa 's p lan 
I cont inued: 

«It wou ld be d i f f icu l t . These people of the 
B r i t i sh miss ion have presented us to the i r super­
iors as savage enemies of the B r i t i sh . I don't 
th ink it can be done.» 

«If we demand it,» cont inued Mustafa, «these 
people are obl iged to present our requests. Let 's 
t ry it, what have we to lose?» 

Mus ta fa G j i n i sh i was quite shameless! I 
understood this at the t ime he proposed to My s l im 
Peza that he should meet and ta lk w i t h Qaz im 
Mu l l e t i and I r fan Oh r i . N o w he was proposing 
that we should send a delegation to London. 

«No, Mustafa , we must not do such a th ing. 
I don't agree w i t h this idea,» I said, in order to 
avoid put t ing h im on his guard. «Forget about 
it, because it wou ld do us no good.» 

«Ve ry well,» said Musta fa . «but discuss i t 
w i t h the comrades in any case.» 

When I met the comrades I in formed them 
how Mus ta fa had fa l len into the t rap and related 
what had happened: 

«The scoundre l ! An agent of the Intel l igence 
Service,» exc la imed one of the comrades, and in 
fact, he was not mistaken. 

«Patience,» I advised. «We must not be hasty. 
We must watch h im and get fu r ther proof.» 
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«You are st i l l l ike Sa int Thomas,» the com­
rade said to me. 

«When I say that, I am not concerned about 
h im personally,» I repl ied, «but I th ink we st i l l 
need proof and facts to convince the circle of 
people around h im, to whom we must make i t 
clear what sort of a person he is. Don ' t wor ry ,» 
I told the comrades. «Despite our cont inua l ad ­
vice he w i l l not abandon his dangerous course. 
We ' l l be here and we shal l see the results of his 
work again.» 

Who knows how many t imes other matters 
cropped up in connect ion w i t h h im . 

Once, I don't remember where, Mus ta fa had 
just come f rom Peza and I summoned h i m to 
report to me. Amongst other th ings he sa id: 

«I have a proposal wh i ch I th ink is impor t ­
ant for the fur ther development of the wa r 
i n Cen t ra l A lbania.» 

«Make the proposal,» I said, «we shal l study 
it.» 

«Well,» he said, «I've been wo rk i ng for some 
t ime since we last met to organize up to two 
shock brigades and have achieved satisfactory re­
sults in the region of Dars ia . I've also been in 
some vi l lages across the Shkumb in , on the Çe rma 
side. If you ' l l s ign the order, I sha l l go and raise 
these brigades, but there's something else I want 
f rom you: I wan t you to give me K a j o K a r a f i l i 
as commander for one brigade, wh i le for the 
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other we should propose a local comrade. Thus, 
I, K a j o and the other commander to be appointed, 
w i l l cover a whole zone and w i l l attack the roads 
and many m i l i t a r y objects there.» 

«To w h o m w i l l they be subordinate?» I 
asked. 

«Di rec t ly to the Genera l Staff, to you,» he 
repl ied. «I shal l lead the actions and apply the 
orders as a member of the Genera l Staff .» 

«What becomes of M y s l i m in this p lan?» I 
asked, because to me Mustafa 's a im was qu i te 
clear: to separate himsel f f r om the command of 
the f ight ing zone of Peza, hence f r om the lead­
ership of Babë, and to f o rm a separate zone by 
creating brigades under his leadership. 

«We shal l ma in ta in close l inks w i t h Babë, 
co-operate w i t h h im and co-ordinate our actions,» 
he answered. 

«Have you discussed this p lan w i t h Babë 
Mys l im?» I asked h im . 

The cunn ing Mus ta fa blushed and rep l ied: 
«No, I've not discussed it yet. I thought we should 
discuss i t and reach agreement f i rst and then 
in fo rm h im.» 

«You haven' t acted wel l ,» I said. «Not on ly 
should you have in formed M y s l i m f r om the mo­
ment you began this work , but you should have 
received his consent before coming to me. I can­
not agree w i t h you, not about sett ing up two 
brigades, because I agree that we should organize 
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t h em as soon as possible, but over the creation 
of another f ight ing zone, alongside that of Pe ­
za, at a t ime when the zone of Peza extends to 
the zone where you propose a new one and 
where the inf luence of My s l im is great. Th i s is 
neither advisable nor correct. As for K a j o K a r a -
f i l i , I cannot give h im to you. He is one of Babë's 
outstanding commanders. M y s l i m can never per­
m i t the remova l o f K a j o f r om Peza. 

«In conclusion», I to ld Mustafa , «first, you 
must go and ta lk to Babë and report that there's 
the possibi l i ty, and prove it, that two brigades 
can be set up, wh i ch w i l l operate under the lead­
ership of M y s l i m Peza. As for the creat ion of 
another f ight ing zone and a l l the other things 
y o u proposed to me, they are not accepted.» 

Musta fa d id not say anyth ing to M y s l i m 
about this event and nor were the separate b r i ­
gades formed, because the part isans of the region 
of Peq in and Dars ia had been already incorpo­
rated in the part isan force of Peza and Dumre 
a n d some of them in the battal ions of Lushn ja . 
Musta fa G j in i sh i , w i t h his inc l inat ions to be a 
b ig shot, wanted to create his own mi l i t a ry do­
ma i n of Peq in-Dars ia . 

At a subsequent meet ing in Lab inot of E l ba -
san, at wh i ch several members of the Genera l 
S ta f f had gathered to re-examine the po l i t i ca l -
m i l i t a r y s i tuat ion and to take fur ther measures 
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in regard to the f ight ing, M y s l i m took me aside 
and said: 

Comrade Enver , the Genera l Staf f has p rom­
ised me a id in money to buy some weapons, 
ammun i t i on and reserve c lothing for w inter , be­
cause we need them badly, but up t i l l now we 
have received noth ing. Please look into this mat­
ter, a l though I know how hard-pressed you are 
and wha t other great needs our a rmy has, wh i ch 
you have to cope wi th .» 

«I 'm astonished at wha t you are te l l ing me, 
Babë,» I said. «It's only two months since I sent 
you the two hundred napoleons wh i c h were p rom­
ised to Peza, th rough Mus ta fa Gj in ish i .» 

«I te l l you I haven' t received a penny,» said 
My s l im . 

«Te l l Mus ta fa G j i n i sh i to come here,» I to ld 
a part isan, and Mus ta fa came w i t h that self-
confident wa lk , his face smooth-shaven and pow­
dered. 

«Si t down, my fr iend!» M y s l i m said to h im. 
«Mustafa,» I said, «I gave you two hundred 

napoleons for My s l im . W h y have you not handed 
them over? Wha t have you done w i t h them?» 

The fe l low tr ied to brazen it out as usual, 
he began to just i fy himself. 

«Yes, Babë, it 's true, I took the two hundred 
napoleons, but I d id not hand it over, because 
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know ing the needs of P e z a . . . » (And he related 
how he had «distr ibuted» it, say ing that he gave 
so much to «Hasan», so much to «Hysen», so 
much to «Sefer», to buy this, that and the other 
thing.) 

Th is was more than what M y s l i m could to ­
lerate and he shouted: 

«Stop beat ing about the bush, Musta fa , 
don't t r y to put me off w i t h these excuses. The 
money was handed to you for me and you should 
have come and g iven it to me. H o w I was go ing 
to spend it, who I was to charge w i t h this, th is 
I wou ld have arranged myself, but you d idn ' t 
even i n fo rm me and that is not honest. As soon 
as I get back to Peza, either the weapons must 
come, or you must re tu rn the money.» 

These were the sort of things Mus ta fa G j i ­
n ish i d id . B u t other even more dangerous actions 
of his were to come and these wou ld f i l l the 
cup. 

Eve ry evening London broadcast messages 
over the B B C for the who le network of agents 
of the B r i t i sh Intel l igence Service, stationed in 
Europe and other continents where f ight ing was 
going on. One night it began to broadcast mes­
sages for A lban ia , too. These incomprehens ib le 
messages were g iven per iodical ly. Natura l l y , they 
were understandable only by those who expected 
them. They spoke about «the f ru i t s wh i c h are 
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r ipen ing» and other things wh i ch I hard ly re­
member now. F o r us the important th ing was 
to discover to w h o m these messages were ad ­
dressed and then to t r y to f i nd out the content. It 
was d i f f icu l t . When the members of the B r i t i sh 
miss ion were asked direct ly or indirect ly , of 
course, they mainta ined a graveyard silence. We 
had grave suspicions that the messages might be 
addressed to the Bal l ists. 

One night, when several comrades and I 
were l i s ten ing to the B B C , i t gave another mes­
sage for A l ban i a . Th is t ime, i f I am not mistaken, 
the message spoke about the figs or w i l d cherries 
wh i c h were «r ipening». The message was ad ­
dressed to Ta fa r i . I sprang to my feet. 

«What 's wrong?» said the comrades. 
«Tafa r i is Mus ta fa Gj in i sh i ,» I said. 
«Is that a guess?» they asked me. 
«No,» I repl ied and went on to te l l them 

about something that had happened in the past. 
Shor t l y after we had fo rmed the Pa r t y and 

were wo r k i ng to strengthen i t organizat ional ly, we 
saw that Anastas L u l a and Sad ik Premte were 
cont inu ing thei r fact ional wo r k w i t h i n the Pa r t y 
and the i r sabotage among progressive elements 
close to the Pa r ty . Because of this we he ld the 
Ex t rao rd ina ry Pa r t y Conference in wh i ch we put 
these two in the dock and e l iminated the «ab­
scess», as is we l l k nown . We had cal led Musta fa 
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Gj in i sh i to attend this meeting, too, because he 
was not without involvement, a l though Qo r r i 
and Xhep i were the prob lem. 

It was a long meet ing in the home of Zeq i 
Ago l l i . We were a l l i l legal . However , i t was not 
easy to get the t ru th out of Qo r r i and Xhep i . 
A lmos t stupi f ied by the th i ck fog of tobacco 
smoke we were obl iged to take repeated breaks 
to rest in the other room where, besides d r i n k ­
ing coffee, we cont inued to smoke tobacco. 

Du r i ng one of these breaks, Qo r r i had sat 
down near me, hanging his head w i t h his face 
l i ke a cobra and smok ing in silence. Mus ta fa 
came in, stood in front of Anastas and said to 
h im : 

«Qorr i , te l l us what you have to tel l , because 
you are mak ing us t ired.» 

Anastas raised his head, looked G j i n i sh i in 
the eye, slapped his th igh and said: 

«Listen, Mustafa , l is ten you, 'Tafar i ' . Don ' t 
t ry to come the b ig man over me, because I 've 
done nothing. Better confess your own sins wh i ch 
even a r iver could not wash away.» 

That is where I heard for the f i rst t ime that 
Anastas L u l a cal led Mus ta fa G j i n i sh i «Tafar i». 
I gave it no importance, because the name Ras 
Ta fa r i or Ha i lë Selassie I had become fami l i a r to 
us at the t ime of the wa r in Abyss in ia . 

However , when the B B C ment ioned the 
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name «Tafar i» in its message, my memory c l i cked 
at once and I made the connection. 

«I'm sure of this,» I to ld the comrades. «We 
must ca l l Mus ta fa and persuade h im to admit 
it.» 

«Don' t be hasty,» said someone, «we sha l l 
certainly ask h im , but we must act so that we 
get the b i rd into the cage, because there's a 
danger he may give us the sl ip. N o w he has 
heard the messages, he may suspect that we are 
on his trai l .» 

Du r i ng those days Mus ta fa G j i n i sh i was in 
T i rana. F o r some t ime he had been nagging me 
for permiss ion to go there, in order to meet 
Cungu who had contro l of the t rucks of a m i n ­
istry in order to arrange w i t h h im the transport 
of the gra in wh i c h we were to buy to store as 
a reserve, as we l l as to «do certa in other jobs», 
as he put i t himself. We had g iven h im two 
days leave, but four days had gone by and he 
had not returned. I was convinced that he wou ld 
achieve nothing, because the question of the 
transport of gra in was s imply a pretext for h i m 
to go to T i rana . I sent Nako [Spiru], who was in 
T i rana, a letter* in wh i ch , amongst other things, 
I wrote: «We are not happy about the business of 

* Enver Hoxha, Works, vol. 1, p. 454, A lb . ed. 
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Musta fa . The 'Muk je question', (1) and the leaflet 
wh i c h was issued, have made us th ink a great 
dea l about the message f r om London for Ta fa r i 
and the A l ban i an government wh i c h the B B C men ­
tions, and wh i c h it regrets that we do not have,» 
etc. I told h im also that these things ought to make 
them reflect a l i tt le, too, because the att i tude 
of Musta fa seemed to me precisely the att i tude 
of someone w i t h a wo r r y on his m ind , who is 
constantly haunted by the fear he might be ex­
posed. «We must check up on his connections 
and movements w i thout fai l ,» I advised Nako, 
«hence, we must p lay our hand ve ry carefu l ly un t i l 
we discover the d i r ty l inen he is t r y i ng to hide.» 

That i s how we acted. We wa i ted for Mus ta -

1 On August 1-2, 1943, the 2nd meeting of representatives of 
the Ba l l i Kombëtar and the National Liberation General Counci l 
was held in the vil lage of Mukje. There Ymer Dishnica and 
Mustafa Gjinishi, fai l ing to adhere to the instructions wh ich they 
had been given, fel l into the positions of reaction. They capi­
tulated to the Ba l l i Kombëtar, treating it as an anti-fascist orga­
nization, and agreed to share the leadership of the National 
Liberation War and the pol it ical power w i th the representatives 
of this traitor organization and accepted the proposal of the 
Ballists to create a so-called «committee for the salvation of A l ba ­
nia» w i th equal numbers of representatives, wh ich would have 
meant the l iquidation of the National L iberat ion General Coun­
ci l and violation of the interests of the people and the Home­
land. On the initiative of Comrade Enver Hoxha, the CC of the 
CPA, and the National L iberat ion General Counci l rejected the 
Mukje Agreement as a dangerous and unprincipled compromise 
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fa to re tu rn to Labinot . I summoned h i m to the 
room where I worked . It was a dramat ic night. 

«Musta fa Gj in ish i ,» I said, «what was that 
message the B B C broadcast a few days ago? 
What connect ion has this broadcast w i t h you?» 

«I know noth ing about it, Comrade Enver ,» 
he repl ied very red-faced, and to give me the 
impression that he was indignant at this question, 
a l though he was unable to hide his a larm, he 
cont inued: «Why do you ask me? What do you 
suspect? I am a patriot, a communist . Wha t sort 
of question is this that you ' re ask ing me?» 

He was i l l at ease and, l i ke the w i l y dev i l 
he was, he tr ied to wr igg le l i ke an eel. 

«Gj in ishi ,» I said, «tonight you are going to 
tel l the Pa r t y everyth ing, or otherwise I shal l 
te l l it,» and I reeled off one by one the things 
we had observed: the very cord ia l ta lks w i t h 
Colonel N icho l l s in B i za , the proposal to send rep­
resentatives to London, the bag of gold that he 
had g iven Kaçaç i , and so on. 

«Come on, speak, what have you to te l l the 
Par ty?» I said in a stern tone. 

Instead of rep ly ing he l i t a cigarette. 
I l i t one, too, as if I wanted to take the con­

versat ion more ca lmly. 
«Tell me how matters stand?» I said. «What 

connection have you w i t h the Br i t i sh? Wha t 
mischief have you been up to? Because the level 
of the punishment, wh i ch the Pa r t y w i l l mete 
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out to you, depends on your exp lanat ion of this 
matter. This has great importance for our Par ty . 
Therefore, exp la in everyth ing to us.» 

Fo r hours on end Musta fa turned and twisted 
l ike a snake caught by the head and t r ied 
to deny everyth ing. F ina l l y , hard-pressed in the 
face of many facts, w i l l y -n i l l y he was obl iged to 
confess and, br ief ly, this is what he admi t ted: he 
said he was not a spy of the Br i t i sh , but had 
«collaborated» w i t h them «for the good of A l ­
bania»! He had f i rst made contact w i t h the B r i t ­
ish in Yugos lav ia , where he had met L t . -Co l . 
Oak l ey -H i l l . He had sent h i m to A l b an i a together 
w i th Abaz K u p i . 

« M y crime,» said Mustafa , «is that I d id not 
in fo rm the Pa r t y about this, and about what 
occurred later. The Pa r t y d i d its utmost to he lp 
me, but I thought and acted on my own responsi­
b i l i ty and according to the decisions we took w i t h 
H i l l .» 

«What were these decisions?» 
«These decisions,» he cont inued, «were that 

I should organize the wa r in A l ban i a w i t h the 
patriots, and possibly also w i t h the communists. 
Y o u know something of my act iv i ty here, but 
you do not k now that a certain Cungu, sent f rom 
London, entered and left the country secretly in 
order to make contact w i t h me. I reported to h im 
on the situation, my act iv i ty and what I intended 
to do.» 
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«What instruct ions d id Cungu give you?» 
«He encouraged me. He told me to continue 

on this course and opened the prospect that later 
we wou ld have greater possibil it ies for work . In 
confidence, he to ld me that I should wo rk w i t h 
great care and persistence to make contact w i t h 
Mehd i F rashër i and convince h im to go abroad. 
'Natura l ly , ' cont inued Cungu, ' later we shal l or­
ganize his departure and yours for London and 
there Mehd i w i l l f o rm an A l ban i an government 
in exi le. W i t h or w i thout Zog at the head, this 
we shal l study because it w i l l depend on the 
circumstances ex ist ing at that t ime.'» 

« A n d what else?» I put i n . 
«He, Cungu, put me in contact w i t h the 

Tu rk i sh consulate,» cont inued Mustafa , «because 
i t had st i l l not been w i t hd r awn and he gave me 
a contact w i t h a person f r om T i rana . We de­
cided that we wou ld send the news f r om the 
country, in format ion and reports through this 
channel. He also gave me the passwords wh i ch 
you have heard f r om the B B C , 'wh ich, ' Cungu 
told me, 'you w i l l hear only when we have 
reached conclusions in connect ion w i t h several 
major problems about wh i ch we have ta lked. 
Don' t wor ry , ' he to ld me, 'because we shal l f i nd 
the way to i n f o rm you when you should l isten'.» 

Th is was the essence of the matter. 
There and then I summoned several com-
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rades who were in Lab inot at that t ime and related 
to them a l l that Musta fa G j i n i sh i had to ld me. 

A f t e r showing that we took a very stern 
v iew of his act iv i ty, I said to Mus ta fa : 

«What punishment do you deserve f r om the 
Pa r t y for these things you have done, for this 
treachery in the service of a fore ign capital ist 
power?» 

«Shooting,» said G j i n i sh i and he took out his 
revolver and la id i t on the table. «Let the Pa r t y 
make its decision, I shal l wa i t in the yard,» he 
said and went outside. 

A f t e r several hours of thrash ing the matter 
out amongst ourselves, we igh ing up every th ing: 
the circumstances of the war, G j in i sh i ' s social 
c irc le and acquaintances, the danger he repres­
ented, his treacherous act iv i ty, his arrogant, b i g -
shot character, his complete confession of his 
act iv i ty, we decided not to condemn h im to death. 

We summoned h im and after once more l is t ­
ing a l l the faults of wh i c h he was gui l ty, one by 
one, we asked h im again i f he had anyth ing else 
to say, whether he felt remorsefu l and whether he 
wou ld give the Pa r t y his wo rd that he wou l d aban­
don this course forever. He repl ied that f r om 
now on he wou ld remain «loyal to death to the 
Pa r t y and the Nat iona l L ibera t ion War» . Then 
we to ld h i m that the Pa r t y was magnanimous 
and was going to pardon h im once again, but that 
he must understand c lear ly that he must atone 
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for these ev i l things he had done through deeds, 
through f ight ing. 

Thus we parted w i t h Musta fa G j i n i sh i on 
this occasion. However , even in the future he 
never became a good man, but cont inued his 
course of betraya l and remained an agent of the 
Br i t i sh . 

Th is was a dangerous and diabol ica l act iv i ty 
wh ich wou ld have brought colossal damage to 
the people, the Home land and our Nat iona l 
L iberat ion War , i f we had not cut a l l the threads 
of it. No th ing had escaped or wou ld escape the 
v ig i lant eye of the Par ty . The B r i t i sh and their 
agents were not going to have their way in A l ­
bania as they hoped. Of course, we also uncovered 
the details of this matter wh i ch Musta fa was 
compelled to admit, inc lud ing the detai l that 
Qor r i knew his pseudonym. A l l this helped us 
greatly because it made us even more v ig i lant. 

M a y 1944. We were in Helmës of Skrapar , 
engaged in preparat ions for the Congress of Pë r -
met. I had f in ished the general outl ine of the 
report, the statement and the other ma in docu­
ments of this important congress wh i ch was to 
mark a stage of histor ic importance in our N a ­
t ional L ibera t ion W a r and the people's power. It 
was an histor ic event wh i ch our Pa r t y had care­
fu l l y prepared through its correct and consistent 
Marx i s t -Len in i s t l ine and through the course of 
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the war . The ho ld ing of the Congress wou ld have 
major repercussions both inside and outside the 
country, and wou ld give a fur ther great impulse 
to the Nat iona l L ibera t ion W a r against the oc­
cupiers and the traitors. However , our enemies, 
both open and secret, who were now seized w i t h 
panic, wou ld not sit idle, but on the contrary, 
wou ld str ive w i t h every means to sabotage the 
congress. 

Prec ise ly on the eve of this histor ic event, 
the B r i t i sh off icer L t . -Co l . Leake (1) was dropped 
in at Staravecka. 

A few days after his a r r i va l , he sent his bat­
man to ask permiss ion to pay me a courtesy vis it . 
I gave h im a posit ive answer and the Lt . -Co lone l 
was not long in coming. I received h i m at our 
headquarters wh i ch we had established in old 
Mehmet 's house. 

A f t e r I had asked h i m some questions about 
the development of the wa r on the fronts a-
gainst Ge rmany in Europe, about wh i ch he to ld 
me noth ing concrete (the B r i t i sh off icers who 
were sent to us were a l l experts in ta l k ing about 
everyth ing and saying noth ing concrete), he asked 
me about the wa r in A lban ia . I repl ied in a 
s imi lar fashion and took the opportuni ty, as usual, 
to te l l h im that our «great B r i t i sh al l ies» were not 
assisting us w i t h weapons. He repl ied that he was 

1 Chief of the section for A lban ia at Headquarters. 
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not au fait w i t h this question and that he had 
come here to assist the wa r against the common 
enemy. L i k e the others, he made us some false 
promises, but the fact was, and this we learned 
later, that he had come for purposes completely 
the opposite of those he expressed to us, that is, 
not to assist us, but to sabotage the Nat iona l 
L iberat ion War . 

I gathered that he had been in formed that 
we were going to hold a congress. «This is ano­
ther sign,» I thought, «wh i ch shows that the 
B r i t i sh must have an in former in our ranks.» 
A n d this in former was Musta fa G j in i sh i . Fo r 
some t ime this had become more than clear to me. 

When the day for our departure for Përmet 
was approaching, I sent this B r i t i sh off icer an 
inv i tat ion f r om the Nat iona l L ibera t ion F ront to 
attend the Congress of Përmet as a representative 
of «our great al ly, B r i ta in» . In the reply wh i ch 
he sent me, in wh i c h he also sought another meet­
ing w i t h me, he said that he wou ld not come 
to the congress, because he had no author izat ion 
f rom his government. 

At the meeting, after the usual exchange of 
greetings, amongst other things I expressed my 
regret that he was not going to attend the 
congress. 

«In my opin ion, L t . -Co lone l , the reasons you 
give us are unfounded. Y o u have p lenty of t ime 
to seek the author izat ion of your gove rnment» 
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Af te r the question of the non-attendance of 
the B r i t i sh Lt . -Co lone l at the coming congress 
was closed in this way, he launched into an o ld 
theme, the re f ra in on wh i ch the B r i t i sh m i l i t a ry 
missions a l l harped, a l though they must have long 
been clear on the answer they wou l d get f r om us 
on this. Those arrogant people of old Eng land 
st i l l had not come to their senses. 

«Mr . Hoxha , I have a request to put to you, 
or you might say, to let you know that I wan t 
to meet M r . Tef ik C f i r i and his f ighters in M a l l a -
kastra and I want you to help me in this, be­
cause I want to hear what he th inks and wha t 
he is doing in order to report to my government 
the t ru th about the Ba l l i Kombëtar .» 

I felt the blood begin to mount in my head. 
I strove to keep my temper, but in the end I could 
not contro l mysel f : 

«This re f ra in of yours is an old one, L t . -Co­
lonel,» I said. «I've heard it so f requent ly f r om 
you B r i t i sh that i t has become s ickening to me. 
In short, you want to hold meetings w i t h the 
enemies of the A l ban i an people, w i t h the sworn 
enemies of the Nat iona l L iberat ion F ron t ; you ask 
to meet the col laborators w i t h the nazi-fascist 
occupiers. Th is is a disgrace for you and unac­
ceptable to us.» 

«Mr . Hoxha,» he snapped back, red-faced, 
«you cannot dictate to my government wha t i t 
should do.» 
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«A t present, M r . Representat ive of the gov­
ernment of Eng land, you are in the part isan zones. 
The Ant i - fasc is t Nat iona l L ibera t ion F ron t and 
its part isan a rmy ru le here and not your govern­
ment. Y o u may go to the Bal l i s t and c r im ina l 
Tef ik C f i r i , a col laborator of the occupiers, you 
may also go w i t h h im to T i rana, i f you wish, but 
understand clearly, i f you go outside our l iberated 
terr i tory, you can never come back here to us. 
The People's Nat iona l L iberat ion Front , wh i ch 
we represent, is the master here. I put the matter 
c lear ly: e i ther w i t h us or w i t h our enemies, take 
your choice!» and I immediate ly rose to my feet 
g iv ing the impression that the ta lk was over. The 
Lt . -Co lone l was dumbfounded by this rep ly 
wh i ch he had not expected. He put on his cap, 
tucked his baton under his a rm and took his 
leave red-faced. «N iko, see the Lt . -Co lone l out,» 
I said to a part isan and he and old Mehmet es­
corted h i m to the gate. 

Du r i ng these days, Musta fa G j i n i sh i had 
come to Helmës. Of course, I to ld the comrades 
what had occurred w i t h the B r i t i sh Lt . -Co lone l 
and a l l of them were ind ignant when they heard 
of his a ims and told me that I had acted very 
wel l , just as he deserved. Mustafa , too, expressed 
the same opin ion. 

The day came for us to leave for Përmet. 
Ea r l y in the morn ing we made ready and the 
caravan of part isans and horses left Helmës and 
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took the road down towards Staravecka. Ano the r 
comrade and I delayed a l i t t le in the house of 
Nev ru z and Nu r i h an where we were staying. 
Musta fa G j i n i sh i was the last to leave old 
Mehmet 's house after the who le caravan had 
gone, and he thought that we, too, had gone w i t h 
it. Hence, he was sure there was no one beh ind 
h im . We came out when he had gone round the 
bend f rom wh i c h Helmës could no longer be 
seen, and as we were going down the h i l l , we saw 
a B r i t i sh soldier hu r r y i ng towards the bend. We 
stepped up our pace and a r r i ved in t ime to see 
wha t they wou l d do. The B r i t i sh soldier qu i ck l y 
handed G j i n i sh i a letter and left immediate ly . 
Musta fa turned his head, real ized that we had 
seen everyth ing, put the letter in his pocket and 
cont inued on his way . 

When we caught up w i t h h i m and demanded 
that he hand over the letter, he to ld us: «I shal l 
not surrender the letter al ive.» A n d he d id not 
surrender it. We abused h im, ca l l ing h im every­
th ing, wh i l e a l l he said was: «Do as you l ike. I 
am what I am and this is what I shal l remain.» 

«We ' l l ta lk to you again in Përmet,» we 
said and ended the conversat ion w i t h this scound­
rel who had certa in ly received an order f r om the 
Br i t i sh to sabotage the Congress of Përmet. H o w ­
ever he was unable to do so, because by now 
he was a valueless card. As soon as we got to 
Përmet, I immediate ly in formed Sp i ro Mo i s i u and 
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that n ight I went to Babë M y s l i m and told h im 
everyth ing. M y s l i m was absolutely revolted. When 
I told h i m that i f G j i n i sh i cont inued in this way, 
we wou ld arrest h i m and hand h im over to the 
mi l i ta ry court, M y s l i m said to me: «Appo in t me 
president of the court.» I also in formed Medar 
Sh ty l l a who, for his part, in formed a number of 
other comrades among whom Musta fa might have 
some inf luence. In fact he approached some of 
them, but got a hosti le reception f r om a l l . 

He tr ied to sabotage the decisions wh i ch were 
to be taken about our government, about Zog. 
etc. and to make people discontented. Bu t we d id 
not a l low h im to do so and fo l lowed close on his 
heels at every step. F ina l l y , when the cup was 
f i l led I summoned h im and to ld h im b lunt l y : «This 
is the last t ime that I shal l wa r n you. Wa t ch out! 
Don' t sabotage our work , because I sha l l give the 
order to arrest you and put you on tr ia l .» I 
saw that he was rea l ly f r ightened, because he 
went pale, his eyes shifted f r om here to there, 
he t r ied to mutter some sort of protest, but 
could not do so. He went w i t h his head down 
and shoulders drooping. 

On the last day of the Congress, when we 
were eat ing a mea l w i t h a number of delegates, 
I was in fo rmed that a B r i t i sh L t . -Co lone l had 
come and was ask ing to see me. «B r i ng h im 
here,» I said. It was the «famous» Lt . -Co lone l 
w i t h w h o m I had quarre l led at Helmës, because 
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he wanted to meet Te f i k C f i r i . Fo l l ow ing the 
custom, I inv i ted h im to jo in us in the meal . 

«You have come late, Lt . -Colonel ,» I said. 
«Now everyth ing is over.» 

The proceedings of the Congress had been 
brought to a successful conclusion. Its decisions, 
wh i ch emerged f rom the barre l of the part isan 
r i f le, were v i t a l for the A l ban i an people who in 
the past, too, had had to hold histor ic congresses 
l i ke the Convent ion of Lezha (1) , the A l ban i an Lea ­
gue of P r i z ren , the Congress of Lushn ja (2), etc. 
f r om wh i ch appeals for a id were addressed to 
the Great Powers, whereas w i t h the Congress 
of Përmet things were dif ferent. It asked no­
body for a id. F r o m now on, the people t h em­
selves wou ld decide the fate of A lban ia . The t ime 
when A l ban i a was cal led «a geographical expres­
sion» or was considered a token for barter was 
over. The Congress of Përmet warned the i m ­
perial ist Great Powers that history was not to be 
repeated, the A l ban i an delegates wou ld no longer 
be humi l ia ted as they were in the past by 
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under the leadership of Skanderbeg, held an assembly in Lezha 
and pleged to unite the A lbanian forces in the fight against the 
Ottoman invaders. 

2 It was held on January 28, 1920, and rejected the Secret 
Treaty of London of 1915 on the partit ioning of the A lban ian ter­
ritory. The delegates from almost al l parts of A lban ia decided 
that its complete independence must be preserved and elected 
a national government, etc. 



B i smarck and L o r d Beaconsf ie ld and their suc­
cessors who tore Kosova f r om A l b an i a and gave 
it to the K i ng s of Serb ia, that nobody wou ld 
ever again be permit ted to act l i ke Sazonov, the 
fore ign min is ter of the Czar of Russia, who cal led 
Shkodra an omelette for the Pr ince N i co la of 
Montenegro. The Congress of Përmet to ld the 
Ang l o -Amer i c an imper ia l is ts unequivoca l ly that 
the i r ships could never land K i n g Zog in Durrës, 
as the Great Powers d id in the past w i t h the 
Ge rman P r ince W ied , who became a p layth ing 
in their hands, that the f lag of Skanderbeg, the 
f lag of A lban ia , wou ld wave proud ly over V l o r a 
and Sazan. The Congress to ld the imperia l ists 
that the t ime had passed when they could sent­
ence A l b an i an patriots to death because they 
raised thei r f lag in Ko r ça , that the f lag of A l ban i a 
wou ld never again be raised in G j i rokas t ra under 
the «protection» of the bayonets of the Ita l ian 
Genera l Fe r re ro (1) and under the threats of the 
supporters of Venizelos. 

The delegates to the Congress of Përmet 
signed these decisions, t ransmit ted them to the 
wor l d and these were the decisions that proud, 
mi l i tant, revo lut ionary A lban ia , led by its g lo r i ­
ous Par ty , proc la imed there to the Ang l o -Ame r ­
icans and their lackeys. 

221 

_______________________ 
1 In June 1917, for its own imperialist aims, Italy staged 

in Gjirokastra the proclamation of «independence» of A lbania 
«under the shield and protection of the K ingdom of Italy.» 



«I thought you said you were not going to 
jo in us,» I said to the B r i t i sh off icer. 

«I've not come for the Congress,» he said, 
«I came only to say goodbye to you.» 

«Where do you intend to go?» I asked h im . 
«I 'm leav ing for England,» he answered. 
«Ah , goodbye then,» I said. «Do you need 

any assistance?» 
«I want to go to the Coast. A ship w i l l come 

there to take me to Italy. Therefore, please g ive 
me one or two part isans as an escort.» 

«Of course,» I said and issued the order for 
two partisans to escort h im to Po l i çan of G j i r o ­
kastra. «Do you want anyth ing else?» I asked 
h im. 

«No,» he repl ied and left. 
Apparen t l y Leake had thought he should pass 

this way in order to discover something about 
the proceedings of the Congress, perhaps to make 
contact w i t h G j i n i sh i and, i f th is proved impos­
sible, to f i nd out what had happened about the 
orders wh i ch he must have given in the letter 
wh i ch he sent by the Eng l i sh soldier and about 
G j in i sh i himself after the event on the way . 
The B r i t i sh L t . -Co lone l d id not reach the Coast, 
because he was k i l l ed at Sheper of Zagor ia d u r ­
ing a Ge rman bombing ra id . He was k i l l ed in 
his sleep by a direct h i t on a wh i te tent wh i ch 
his colleague, Ma jo r T i l lman , had erected against 
the advice of the Par t i san Staff of the V l o r a -
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Gj i rokast ra 1st Operat iona l Zone. Thus, the de­
legate of Great B r i t a i n was unable to report to 
his centre about what was occurr ing in A l ban i a 
where a l l the plans of the B r i t i sh were fa i l ing, 
one after the other. 

A f t e r the Congress of Përmet we sent Mu s ­
tafa G j i n i sh i to the No r t h to the part isan detach­
ments. Once again we treated that person w i t h 
indulgence. However , «the wol f may change his 
sk in but does not forget his habits». Regardless 
of the heavy b low he had received, even there 
he d id not give up his manoeuvres and ev i l -
doing to attack the Pa r t y and w i n people to 
his side. I received a report f r om the staff of 
the 1st D iv i s i on wh i c h said that one day Musta fa 
G j in i sh i had taken H a x h i Seseri aside, as was 
his habit, and after compla in ing to h im, had said 
to h im among other things, «Since Muk je , the 
Par ty has not looked on me and Dr . D ishn ica 
w i th a k i nd l y eye. They haven't g iven me the 
responsibi l i ty that is due to me, wh i l e they've 
made H a x h i L lesh i M in i s te r of the Interior. The 
Par ty is a f ra id , because I have a great deal of 
inf luence and support among the peop l e . . . , they 
are a f ra id of me because I sympathize w i t h the 
Br i t i sh . Recent ly I've had a ta lk w i t h Comrade 
Enver Hoxha w i t h whom I had a b ig quarre l .» 
A n d he had asked Haxh i , cont inued the report, 
to te l l M y s i m Peza that he should intervene w i t h 
the comrades «to have Ta fa r i returned to Peza 
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as qu ick ly as possible.» The fe l low was so shame­
less as to ask M y s l i m to «intervene»! Bu t after 
a l l that Mus ta fa G j i n i sh i had done, Babë M y s ­
l im never wanted to set eyes on h i m again, let 
alone take h i m to Peza. 

In Augus t 1944, a B r i t i sh off icer sent me 
a message t ransmit ted f r om his Headquar t ­
ers (1) wh i ch sa id: «For Genera l Hoxha . I r e ­
gret to i n f o rm you that Musta fa G j i n i sh i was 
k i l l ed on the f ront of the 1st D iv i s ion . He and 
Sm i t h fe l l into an ambush by a Ge rman patro l . 
Sm i t h escaped unscathed. Great loss for the a l ­
l ied cause.» F i na l l y the off icer added on his own 
behalf: «Mustafa G j i n i sh i was a lways a great 
f r i end of ours.» 

I t emerged more than c lear ly f r om this docu­
ment what a loss the death of Mus ta fa G j i ­
n ish i was to the B r i t i sh . Bu t for us i t emerged 
just as c lear ly that up to the moment he d ied 
beside M r . Smi th , he remained an agent and 
lackey of the Br i t i sh . 

1 The Headquarters of the SOE in Bari, Italy, transmitted 
to Mission Consensus II: 

«Smith reported August 28 as fol lows: Mustafa and self sepa­
rated from escort, ambushed by Hun patrol at range 10 yards. 
First fire wounded Gj in ish i but wh i le assisting h im to cover, 
second burst ki l led him. Self unhurt.» (Signals from SOE Head­
quarters in Bari, Italy, to Mission Consensus II, May-Oct. 1944; 
No. 202, p. 53). 
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V 

T H E BRITISH A N D A B A Z KUPI 

McLean: «What is Mr. Kupi saying?» Bazi i 
Canës — his games. The leaflet and Legaliteti. 
The Kupi-Davies meeting: the apprentice ren­
ders account to his master. The underhand deals 
of the «minor Zog» with the British, the Ger­
mans, the Ballists and the quislings. McLean in 
Albania again. General Wilson's note. Ultimatum 
to the ultimatum. Order: «Abaz Kupi and his 
gangs must be routed». The end? — The «shep­
herds» board ships, the «flock» left in disarray. 

In the f i rst days of J u l y 1943 we gathered at 
Lab inot and formed the Genera l Staf f of the 
Nat iona l L ibe ra t ion A r m y . 

A f t e r we had f in ished the meeting, M c Lean 
came there, too, to congratulate us on the success 
achieved. He knew some of those who took part 
in the Conference, but d i d not know others. He 
pretended to be meet ing Baz i i Canës for the f irst 

225 



t ime, but I noticed that the eyes of the two of 
them were g leaming w i t h joy when they met. 
Wi thout doubt they had found the w a y to com­
municate w i t h each other previously. 

Baz i i Canës, w i t h that cunn ing crooked face 
of his, was a l l smiles and spoke sweetly to the 
Major . S tand ing pompous ly behind Ba z i was M u -
rat Basha, fo rmer ly one of Zog's senior off icers, 
an ignorant parody of an off icer. He presented 
himself as the adjutant engaged w i t h Aba z Kup i ' s 
«war plans», stood there at attent ion just beh ind 
«the m ino r Zog» w i t h a pair of b inoculars wh i ch 
seemed to be permanent ly s lung round his neck, 
in fact he m igh t even have slept w i t h them. 

I exp la ined to M c L e a n that the Genera l Staf f 
o f the Nat iona l L ibe ra t ion A r m y wou ld great ly 
extend the wa r against the occupiers, wou ld 
create brigades and later, divis ions. 

«Therefore,» I added, «we present to you 
our request for arms and ammuni t ion , because 
the quant i t y you have dropped us so fa r is so 
smal l as to be hard ly wo r t h ment ion ing. Is 
that not so, comrades?» I asked those around me. 

«That is so!» they a l l rep l ied at once, apart 
f r om Baz i i Canës who addressed the fo l lowing 
words to me: 

«They should also drop arms in Ma t and a 
B r i t i sh miss ion should come there, too, just as 
they have gone to M r . M y s l i m and M r . Haxh i .» 
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«What i s M r . K u p i say ing?» asked the B r i ­
t ish Major , who could not conceal his part icu lar 
interest. 

«Expla in,» I sa id to Musta fa G j i n i sh i . A f t e r 
Musta fa had translated, the B r i t i sh Ma jo r sa id : 

«We shal l be ve ry happy to f u l f i l his desire 
if the Genera l Staff permits us.» 

«Do we permit i t?» I asked Comrade Sp i r o 
Mo is iu . 

«I say yes,» repl ied Spiro, and added: 
«Now, M r . Baz i , you have no fu r ther 

grounds for delay, because you w i l l have wea ­
pons and w i l l be able to f ight.» 

«That 's wha t I 'm here for,» said Baz i , g i v i ng 
h im a sour look. 

«What i s M r . K u p i saying?» asked the B r i ­
t ish Ma j o r again. 

«Exp l a i n the solemn promise M r . Abaz has 
made.» I to ld Mus ta fa G j i n i sh i again. 

B u t wha t was «Mr. Kup i » ? 
We knew h i m we l l , but the unfortunate 

people of K r u j a and Ishëm, Dur rës and K a v a j a 
knew h im even better. Unde r the regime of Z og 
this i l l i terate rose to the rank of gendarmer ie 
commander. He was the strong a r m of the 
despot Zog. Th rough crimes, underhand deals and 
robbery of the common people, Baz i i Canës 
enriched himsel f and was promoted to the rank 
of major. He k i l l ed and tortured the poor peas-
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ants and exterminated a l l his opponents, made 
himself omnipotent and the executor of the 
«deeds» of his patron. F o r these merits, in the 
f i rst days of A p r i l 1939, after the fa i lure of 
efforts to come to terms w i t h the Duce, Ahme t 
Zog entrusted Ba z i w i t h protect ing his retreat 
to Greece. The sons of the people fought the 
blackshir ts in Durrës . Mu j o U l q i n a ku and other 
sons of the people whose hearts b led for A l ban i a 
were k i l led, wh i le Ba z i i Canës f i red a few shots, 
but for purposes quite the opposite of those of the 
ord inary f ighters who shed their b lood for the 
Homeland. Baz i i Canës «fought» to protect the 
departure of his pa t ron and, as soon as he heard 
that «His Majesty» had crossed the border safe 
and sound, took to his heels himself . 

He ran away to Tu rkey and there, l i ke his 
master, l i ved ve ry comfortab ly on the wea l th he 
had squeezed f r om the enslaved people. F r o m 
Tu r key Abaz K u p i was ent iced to Yugos lav ia by 
the agents of Sect ion D of the Intel l igence 
Serv ice precisely when the resistance of our peo­
ple was on the upsurge. There they prepared h im 
to re turn to A l ban i a in order to f i sh in troubled 
waters. 

F i na l l y Baz i i Canës entered A l b an i a w i t h 
his pockets f u l l of gold sovereigns and lay 
l ow in the vi l lages of K r u j a l i ke a hunter 
awa i t ing the moment when the prey comes his 
way. 
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Shevqet Vër lac i , who was qu is l ing pr ime 
minister at that t ime, learned of his a r r i va l and, 
on the u rg ing of the Italians, sent Tahs im B i s h -
qemi as his agent to make approaches to h im. 
However, Ba z i i Canës was a cunn ing fox and 
not to be snared easily. He was we l l acquainted 
w i th the character of Zog's former father- in- law, 
his r i v a l and fam i l y enemy, whom, on Zog's 
orders, he had attempted to murder . The bey of 
E lbasan never forgot this. Nevertheless, B i shqemi 
carr ied to his bosses the rep ly that Baz i wou ld not 
annoy the Ital ians prov ided they left h i m in 
peace. Th is pleased the I ta l ian fascists, because 
for the t ime being it was not to the i r advantage 
to make trouble w i t h Aba z K u p i , and thus the 
question of his presence there was passed over in 
silence to be taken up again when the condit ions 
were r ipe. 

The moment came. Vë r l ac i fe l l and was re­
placed by Mus ta fa K r u j a (Mer l ika), an even more 
savage execut ioner of our people, long-t ime agent 
of the S I M and an old f r i end of Abaz . Th is was 
a good chance for Ba z i to emerge f r om his lair. 
Through the mediat ion of the i r hirel ings, these 
two scoundrels held a meet ing in a remote corner 
of K r u j a . l ike thieves in the darkness of the night, 
far f r om the eyes of the wor l d . Each knew the 
other we l l . Ba z i i Canës t r ied to convince Mus ta fa 
K r u j a about the need for Zog to return, but 
Mustafa K r u j a , who had sold his soul to the 
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foreigners to achieve his dreams, wou ld not sur­
render the throne so easily. He reckoned his own 
accounts, wh i ch were dif ferent f r om those of 
Abaz K u p i and Zog, who was l i v i ng in the l u xu r y 
hotels of London. So they were unable to reach 
an agreement, as they d id in 1920, when through 
their t r i ckery they prevented the region of K r u j a 
f r om being represented at the Congress of L u s h -
n ja . Me r l i k a attacked Baz i i Canës and forced h im 
to leave the la i r where he was l y i ng in wa i t 
fo r his prey. The chameleon thought the moment 
had come to change his colour temporar i ly . Baz i 
and his henchmen explo i ted this attack to pres­
ent themselves as opponents of the occupiers and 
the quisl ings. They began to publ ic ize loud ly that 
the «patr iot» Aba z K u p i was f ight ing fasc ism! 
In th is w a y he deceived and ra l l ied around h im ­
self many people who t r u l y wanted to f ight the 
occupier. 

In these circumstances the Nat iona l L i be r ­
at ion Movement inv i ted Abaz K u p i to the Confer ­
ence of Peza. He postponed his rep ly for a short 
t ime un t i l he received the approva l of the B r i t i sh 
Spec ia l Operat ions Execut ive, wh i ch instructed 
h im to jo in this movement and erode and under­
mine i t f r om w i th in . 

Baz i i Canës wou ld have l i ked the Confer ­
ence of Peza to be a meet ing of sw ind l ing baj rak-
tars to sk in the people, as in the past. At Peza 
i t wou ld have pleased h i m to f i nd the o ld wor l d , 
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the wo r l d of pseudo-democrats, men of compro­
mise and traitors, those who changed the i r f lag 
a hundred t imes, those who sold the i r honour 
and the Home land for f ive pieces of si lver, those 
who t r ied to keep the people in darkness in order 
to lead them by the nose more easily, to make 
them serfs and to m i l k them dry. There he wou ld 
have l i ked to have had his own fr iends. 

However , for h i m and his bosses these things 
remained only desires. Those who had gathered 
at Peza were va l iant and resolute men, the cream 
of the people, the communists together w i t h 
genuine unwave r ing democrats, stern opponents 
of unpr inc ip led compromise and of fascism, who 
represented a whole people who had risen to 
their feet for freedom. Baz i d id not suspect 
that the sound pol i t ica l and organizat ional found­
ations of a great movement wh i c h wou ld unite 
the people in the struggle, were being la id there, 
the foundat ions of a progressive democrat ic state, 
of a power fu l a rmy wh i c h wou ld w i ths tand any 
storm and tempest and wou ld defeat the savagest 
enemies wh i c h mank i nd had seen and dr ive them 
f rom the Homeland. 

A l t hough Aba z K u p i was faced w i t h some­
th ing unexpected at Peza, he jo ined in the dance 
and, as the cunn ing rogue he was, in order to 
fu l f i l the task closest to his heart and the desire 
of his patrons, he decided to keep in step unt i l 
the opportune moment a r r i ved . He pretended to 
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accept the histor ic decisions, of the Conference of 
Peza, wh i le real ly bel iev ing that what was de­
cided and the pledge wh i c h was made there wou ld 
remain on paper, and that those young fe l lows 
who had gathered there, those resolute commun­
ists and patr iots who were l i nked by the blood and 
suffer ing of a whole people, wou ld never be able 
to achieve the things wh i ch they pledged to 
achieve. 

Th is ignorant and ruthless ba j raktar was not 
a man of his word , nor a f ight ing man ; he was 
always a creature of treachery hatched up in dark 
holes and corners, and a slave to fore ign money. 
We knew this, therefore we kept v ig i lant wa tch 
on his every step. F o r appearances' sake Aba z 
K u p i pledged that he wou ld f ight the enemy, 
wh i le in real i ty he avoided any clash w i t h the 
enemy and, l i ke the t r ickster he was, t r ied to 
take the credit fo r the heroic deeds and the b lood­
shed of the va l iant f ighters who fe l l in batt le 
in the towns and vi l lages. Bu t this was not to go 
for long, either. Despite his manoeuvres, in the 
Nat iona l L ibera t ion F ront he could see no ray of 
hope for the sinister plans he was hatch ing up 
and indeed, in i t he saw the doom of his amb i ­
tions and those of his patrons beh ind the scenes. 

Abaz K u p i also looked askance at the 
Ba l l i Kombëtar . He could not regard i t as any 
basis for his purposes. He knew that this basket 
of crabs contained a mot ley of characters: there 
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were some who had once been opponents of Zog 
because he had robbed them of the i r soft posi­
tions; there were some who posed as opponents, 
but the i r opposit ion was on ly in words; there 
were others l i ke Nu r ed i n Bey V lo ra , w h o m Zog 
had condemned to death in the past because they 
had attempted to seize his throne; and there were 
also those, l i ke Mus ta fa K r u j a and Shevqet V ë r -
laci, openly l i nked w i t h fascism, who kept in the 
background, in the Ba l l i Kombëta r ; hence, every 
k ind of react ionary «pol i t ic ian» and hardened 
cr imina l , both po l i t i ca l and common, had found 
shelter in the Ba l l i Kombëta r . Above a l l Ba z i 
knew that great anarchy prevai led in that organ­
ization, hence he put no stock on it. He had ex­
pressed th is lack of fa i th to Genera l Davies. Baz i 
i Canës had displayed his d isda in for the Ba l l i 
Kombë ta r at Shëngjergj , too, at the meeting 
wh i ch he and Davies held w i t h the chiefs of the 
Ba l l i Kombëta r , who had made the General 's 
head r i ng w i t h the i r ta lk about «ethnic A lban ia» 
and the ju r id i ca l arguments they reeled off to 
let h im know what great th inkers they were. 
The Genera l h imsel f had to ld F reder i k Nos i this. 

Du r i n g the discussions between the Genera l 
and the chiefs of the Ba l l i Kombëtar , the «sol­
dier» Aba z K u p i could not keep st i l l ; he went in 
and out of the room where the meet ing was 
being held. He was impat ient w i t h the i r stand 
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a n d frequent ly w inked at Co lone l N icho l l s to 
der ide them. 

Th is was the person on w h o m Great B r i t a i n 
p inned its hopes to get contro l of l i t t le A l ban i a . 
In London they thought, «Italy w i l l be a defeated 
country; we can be sure we sha l l get contro l of 
Yugos lav ia through the government of Subasic, 
wh i c h w i l l manoeuvre w i t h T i to and the par t i ­
sans; in Greece we hope to establish a govern­
ment under our inf luence, wh i ch w i l l restore the 
monarchy.» 

Bu t what were they to do about A l ban i a ? 
Over a long per iod the B r i t i sh min is ters and 

consuls had cont inual ly served up to the i r govern­
ment the idea that A l ban i a was a count ry w i t h 
a backward, i l l i terate populat ion, w i thout cu l ­
ture, incapable of govern ing itself and that it 
could not exist as a free and independent state, 
therefore i t had to be taken under the w i ng of 
a great power, wh i ch , according to the taste of 
the B r i t i sh pol it ic ians, ought to be none other 
than B r i t a i n itself! In the opin ion of B r i t i sh d ip lo­
macy A lban i a was now a prey wh i ch had no way 
of escape, however much it t r ied, could not l i ve 
alone and, therefore, in one way or another wou ld 
fa l l into the mouth of the «Br i t i sh L ion» . A l t hough 
B r i t i s h d ip lomacy was fed up w i t h the tale 
of the regime of Zog, in th is regime it found a 
modus vivendi for its plans. In the past Zog 
had been brought to power by Wrangel ' s forces, 
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but in London they thought, «This t ime we shal l 
take h i m to A l ban i a . I t was Genera l Pe rcy and 
L t . -Co l . H i l l who organized the gendarmer ie for 
Zog.» 

The so-cal led opposit ion to Zog had melted 
away l i ke snowf lakes in the water. Th is fo rmer 
«Opposition» had now become the quis l ing govern­
ment, the Ba l l i Kombëtar , etc. «The real opposi­
t ion today,» thought London, «is comprised of the 
communists and the Nat iona l L ibera t ion Front , 
but we sha l l sweep them away.» H o w could they 
sweep them away? B r i t i sh d ip lomacy thought 
that commun i sm was something imported into 
A l ban i a f r om abroad and as such i t had no basis 
w i t h i n the country. In its opinion, the A l ban i an 
people might accept almost anyth ing, but com­
mun i sm never ! London was convinced of this, 
also, because it proceeded f rom what i t was hatch­
ing up in Greece and Yugos lav ia . The B r i t i sh 
bel ieved that it wou ld be no great prob lem to get 
A l ban i a into the bag, a l though they could see 
w i t h the i r own eyes the heroic resistance of the 
A l ban i an people. The i r f i rst attempt was the i n f i l ­
t ra t ion of the i r agents, Mus ta fa G j in i sh i , Aba z 
K u p i and other two-faced ind iv idua ls into the 
Na t i ona l L ibera t ion F ront in order to undermine 
i t f r om w i t h i n . 

When they saw that this p lan was fa i l ing, the 
B r i t i sh started on another p lan. They thought 
that the Na t iona l L ibe ra t ion F ron t and the par t i -
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san wa r were s imp ly a phenomenon of the 
«Tosks», of Southern A lban i a , therefore in the 
exist ing condit ions they bel ieved A l ban i a must 
be split into two parts d iv ided by a w ide gul f : 
into Toskër ia and Gegër ia. Acco rd ing to them, 
the No r t h was the cradle of the monarchy, that 
was the place of «valour» and «bravery», hence 
the No r t h wou ld become a barr icade against the 
communists. The i r tools wou ld bu i ld this bar ­
ricade, the «strong man», Aba z K u p i , who wou ld 
w i n over the other chiefs, wou ld f ight together 
w i th them, wou ld seize power and eventual ly 
establ ish the monarchy and Zog, the « K i n g of 
the A lbanians», wou ld be restored to his leg i t i ­
mate throne! The whole people wou ld ra l l y round 
the «reformer» K i n g who wou ld have B r i t a i n 
and Ame r i c a as his great backers! (1) 

1 In a report on the situation in A lban ia written on August 
25, 1944, an American wrote: 

«If the idea of dividing the country into spheres of in f lu­
ence on a Tosk-Gheg basis (as shown above) seems sensible, 
the Al l ies should give it moral and even mil i tary support. They 
should forbid L N C to occupy by force northern towns held by 
Nationalists and they should have means available to drive them 
out if L N C should seize those towns. 

6. At the very earliest moment American troops to the 
number of 5000 should be sent to T i rana and Durazzo in order: 
a. To reassure Albanians that Amer ica is interested in her 
[Albania's] fate. 
b. To forestall possible occupation by a Russian task f o r c e . . . 
c. To forestall the possibility that L N C might (if it conquered 
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Proceeding f r om these aims and plans L o n ­
don set to wo r k w i t h a l l its energy, on the one 
hand, to threaten and int imidate us and, on the 
other hand, to strengthen the positions of Aba z 
K u p i i n Cen t ra l and Nor the rn A lban ia . To assist 
the real izat ion of these aims, Chu r ch i l l wou l d 
send J u l i a n Ame ry , the son of a member of his 
Cabinet, as tutor to the «minor Zog» in «the 
«mountains of A lban ia» , just as he had sent his 
own son, Rando lph , to T i to. 

The f i rst attempt of Ba z i i Canës and com­
pany to bu ry the Nat iona l L ibera t ion Movement 
was made at the meet ing in Muk je . There he 
tr ied to make the Nat iona l L ibera t ion F ron t fa l l 
prey to the Ba l l i Kombëtar . The role of the p imps 
in gett ing Baz i «into bed» w i t h the Ba l l i Kombë ta r 
was p layed by the B r i t i sh off icers w i t h McLean at 
the head and his f r iend Mehd i Frashër i , who was 
to make his debut later on the stage of the Ge rman 
«theatre». The pol i t ica l adventurers of the Ba l l i 
Kombë ta r such as A l i Bey Kë l c y r a , M i tha t Bey 
Frashër i , Nu r ed i n Bey V l o r a and others forgot 
the i r host i l i ty to Zog. Faced w i t h the danger of 
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the Nat iona l L ibera t ion Movement , they were 
ready to sell the i r own mothers, let alone to 
collaborate w i t h Aba z K u p i or anyone else, just 
so long as they were against the Movement . 
Fo r the t ime being the i r a im was to strangle this 
movement and afterwards they wou ld come to 
terms amongst themselves at the expense of the i r 
permanent v i c t im, suf fer ing A lban i a . 

Baz i i Canës a imed to para lyze our w a r 
through this un ion on rotten foundations. To 
accept the Muk j e Agreement wou ld mean to c a ­
pitulate to in terna l and externa l react ion, to 
sanct ion the inevi table defeat of the Nat iona l 
L iberat ion Movement. Muk j e wou ld have been 
the A l ban i an Va rk i z a . Bu t the Communis t Pa r t y 
was not asleep. It immediate ly attacked the be­
t raya l o f Y m e r Dishn ica, Aba z K u p i and Mus t a ­
fa G j i n i sh i and d id not a l low the «fathers of 
the nat ion» to take over the reins, and then 
the soft seats, and lo rd it over the people again. 

The capi tu lat ion of Italy whetted the ap­
petite of both Baz i and the Ba l l i Kombëtar . They 
saw that Italy's ship had a l ready sunk, its 
horse had cast its shoes so they qu i ck l y changed 
their tune. They decided «to go to the moun ­
tains», «to f ight the Ita l ian occupiers», to show 
the people the i r «heroic deeds» and «sacrif ices», 
because they deceived themselves that in th is way 
they could gain the soft seats. 

One September day in 1943, we came across 
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a leaflet wh i c h spoke of this « important» decis ion 
wh i ch had been taken in «the mounta ins of free 
A lban ia» by «the va l iant f ighters of the h i gh ­
lands» who had r isen again, as at other t imes 
when black clouds had appeared in the sky of 
A l ban i a ! The chiefs of the Ba l l i Kombë ta r and 
Abaz K u p i , who signed that leaflet, had sounded 
the a la rm and «the men of the highlands», those 
«men who had remained unaffected by foreign 
propaganda», had gathered in a convent ion and 
had pledged to unite «for the salvat ion of A l b a ­
nia»! O tempora! O mores! I do not intend to dwe l l 
at length on this quest ion in my memoirs because 
our we l l - known wr i te r Shevqet Musara j has por­
trayed «the f ight», «the valour», and the other 
«deeds» of the chiefs of the Ba l l i Kombëta r beau­
t i fu l l y in his sat i r ica l poem The Epic of the 
Balli Kombëtar. 

W i t h the capi tu lat ion of fascist Italy, Aba z 
K u p i and his henchmen fe l l upon the dead horse 
l ike hyenas. They str ipped and robbed the Ital ian 
soldiers and armed their mercenaries w i t h the 
weapons they took. Not w i thout purpose, the 
Br i t i sh officers, Hands and R idd le , in D i b r a d i d 
not want to d i sa rm the Ita l ian d iv is ion there, but 
sent i t to Mat . Wherever it suited h im, Ba z i i 
Canës. who st i l l had not fo rma l ly broken his con ­
nections w i t h the Nat iona l L ibera t ion Movement , 
used its name and gave orders in the name of 
the Genera l Staff. He had done this several t imes 
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and d i d i t aga in in D i b r a when he came out in 
support of the B r i t i sh off icers ' order that the 
Ital ians should be d isarmed in his stronghold, Mat . 

By this t ime the Germans had entered A l ­
bania. A m o n g the t ra i tor chiefs, L u m o Skëndo, 
A l i K ë l c y r a and others, whose manoeuvre of 
going to the mounta ins had turned out an utter 
fa i lure, the naz i occupation gave rise to another 
p lan: to d raw the chestnuts out of the f i re w i t h 
the bayonets of the H i t le r i te army. Ba z i i Canës 
also wanted to do this for his own aims, but he 
d id not wan t to be associated w i t h the Ba l l i K o m -
bëtar, because he wanted to be in the forefront 
himself and personal ly l i nked w i t h the Germans, 
but, according to the advice of the B r i t i sh , w i t h ­
out appear ing as the i r tool, as the Ba l l i Kombë ta r 
was doing. Wh i l e he was th ink ing up fresh plans, 
according to his instruct ions f r om London, in Sep­
tember 1943, we summoned h i m to take part 
in the Conference of Lab ino t and at the same 
t ime to exp la in his att i tude towards the wa r and 
the movement. Baz i d id not come. He sent a br ief 
note in wh i ch he wrote : «I agree w i t h a l l the 
decisions wh i ch w i l l be taken at the Conference; 
wo rk prevents me f r om coming». The sw ind l i ng 
ba j raktar d id not come to that meet ing that was 
so important to our people, under the pretext 
that he was engaged in «other work» , because 
together w i t h McLean , he was prepar ing for the 
creation of the «Nat ional-Zogi te Pa r t y» as a 
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party outside the Nat iona l L ibe ra t i on Movement 
and opposed to it. It meant noth ing to h i m that 
he was v io la t ing his pledge to the Nat iona l L i b ­
erat ion Counc i l taken before the f lag. Of course 
this was not the f i rst t ime he had t ramp led on 
this f l ag ! 

We saw that Ba z i i Canës was on the move, 
mak ing frequent t r ips to the Nor th , sometimes 
alone and sometimes w i t h the B r i t i sh officers, 
McLean , Hands and R idd le . They went f r om one 
distr ict to another, made contact w i t h the reac­
t ionary chiefs o f D ib ra , w i t h Muha r r em Ba j r ak -
tar i , w i t h G j on Markag jon i o f M i r d i t a and w i t h 
N i k Soko l i of Ma lës ia e Madhe. They spread their 
web to Kosova also, to the Kryez ius , who had 
just returned f r om Italy, and other reactionaries. 
Everywhere they ta lked and made plans w i t h 
ind iv iduals sold body and soul to the enemy, and 
w i th B r i t i sh money formed «all iances» amongst 
them in the manner of the old regime and bought 
the sw ind l ing bajraktars w i t h money and promis­
es of posts. Th i s was precisely how Zog operated 
in the past. 

Aba z K u p i thought that the t ime had come 
for the card of Zog, that was in the hands of 
reaction and the Br i t i sh , to be p layed openly. To 
this end on September 18, 1943, a leaflet was 
issued, wh i ch announced the format ion of the 
«Nat ional Zogite Par ty» , wh i ch a l i t t le later wou ld 
be chr istened Legal i tet i , headed by Aba z K u p i 
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and a certain X h e m a l He r r i , w h o m the people 
cal led X h e m a l H o r r i (Rogue — in A lban ian) . L e -
gal iteti launched a great propaganda campaign 
about the roya l «genius», his «work», and the 
«care» wh i ch he and the princesses displayed for 
the A l ban i an you th and the A l b an i an people! 
The B r i t i sh brought Aba z K u p i photographs 
showing «His Majesty» and the roya l f am i l y w a l k ­
ing in Hyde Pa r k i n London and these were 
publ ished in the wretched newspaper «Atdheu», 
wh i ch wrote nostalgical ly about the t ime 
of the «legal» regime of Zog but said not 
one wo rd against the occupiers. A f t e r he created 
Legal i tet i , Ba z i wou ld have to deal w i t h the 
Germans, not to f ight them, but to col laborate 
w i t h them. Acco rd ing to h im, the Germans were 
in A l ban i a temporar i ly . They mere ly wanted a 
secure passage th rough the country, wh i l e the 
danger came f rom the Reds who were l i nked 
w i th foreigners! Th is was also the thesis of the 
quis l ing Mehd i Frashër i , that b l ind tool of the 
Gestapo, whom the Ge rman occupiers placed at 
the head of the «Regency» (which wou ld «go­
vern» the country in the name of the k i ng t i l l 
his return), and who became the sponsor of B a z i 
i Canës at the Ge rman Command . 

Who was this person w i t h the surname F r a -
shëri? 

He had been a Pasha of Tu r key in Egyp t 
and Lebanon. Unde r the regime of Zog he be-
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came pr ime minister. W i t h the occupat ion of A l ­
bania by Ita ly the fascists took h i m to Rome and 
established h i m in the luxur ious «V ic tor ia» Hote l 
where they kept h im, th i nk ing that one day he 
wou ld be needed. The day came for h i m to be 
used, but not by Musso l in i who had broken his 
neck, but by the naz i Command in ou r country. 
Through the inf luence of Neubacher, H i t ler ' s 
special representative for South-east Europe, 
Mehd i F rashër i was brought back to A l ban i a in 
September 1943. F r o m the t r ibune of the «As ­
sembly» this «patr iot», who had put himself com­
pletely in the service of Ge rman pol icy, sent 
Abaz K u p i congratulat ions on the «war» wh i ch 
he was wag ing. 

N o w Ba z i i Canës had to p lay two roles: as 
a col laborator w i t h the Germans and the quis l ing 
government and as a col laborator w i t h the B r i ­
t ish (1). Th rough these roles he a imed to make a 
real ity of his dreams of re-establ ishing the mon-

1 On March 15, 1944 Boxshal l sent Michae l Rose at Foreign 
Office the copy of a telegram from Istanbul, informing that 
Rakip Frashëri, son of Mehdi , had brought a «letter from M E H D I 
FRASHËR I to T U R K I S H P R E S I D E N T declaring A lban ia though 
occupied by German troops now independent and requesting 
Turkish patronage enable her participate post war international 
conferences on Balkans especially concerning federation. Letter 
thought also to request Turk ish recognition of present A lbanian 
Government.. . 

Stated Government opposed to Germans but unable to expel 
them and unwi l l ing involve country in further sacrifices unti l 
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archic regime of Zog after L iberat ion. To this 
end he held several secret meetings w i t h Ge rman 
mi l i ta ry representatives and representatives of 
the quis l ing pr ime minister, Mehd i Bey F rashër i . 
He established close accord w i t h them on cond i ­
t ion that they d i d not expose h im . Bu t i t was in 
va in for Baz i to t r y to avoid being seen as a 
col laborator w i t h the Germans, who suppl ied h im 
w i t h weapons and money and openly permi t ted 
h im to pr int his wretched newspaper «Atdheu» in 
Malosmani ' s p r in te ry in T i rana . Th is organ of 
the Zogite Legal i tet i c i rcu lated everywhere w i t h ­
out h indrance. Hence, in pr inc ip le the Ge r ­
mans and Mehd i Bey and company had agreed 
that Zog should be returned to A l ban i a . B r i t a i n , 
too, supported this a im, indeed it was its idea. 
As became apparent later, B r i t a i n had certa in ly 
been negot iat ing w i t h Zog for some t ime. Ma j o r 

Al l ied landing. M E H D I constant touch w i th A B A S K U P I and 
entire country would support A l l i ed Forces. . . 

R A G I P said M E H D I wished to assist Al l ies secretly and 
expressed readiness to convey any special messages... He 
alleges Germans totally ignorant of letter to President and 
requests greatest secrecy.» 

And Boxshal l adds: 
«Cairo authorized Istanbul to pass a message back to 

Mehdi Frashëri to the effect that a Brit ish liaison officer con­
versant w i th A lbanian matters would shortly be sent to A lban ia. 
Mehdi Frashëri would be at l iberty to communicate w i t h this 
officer through Kupi .» (FO 371/43550-3372, PRO. Taken from 
the photocopy of the original in the AIH, Tirana.) 
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McLean ' s departure f r om the Genera l Staff of 
our Nat iona l L ibera t ion A r m y and his subsequent 
attachment incognito to Baz i i Canës conf i rmed 
this. M c L e a n became Baz i ' s direct l i nk w i t h L o n ­
don and Zog. He guided Ba z i and operated w i t h 
h im and the other bajraktars against ou r move­
ment and army. M c L e a n suppl ied the Zogite 
react ion w i t h «St. George's cava l ry» (1 ) , w i t h wea ­
pons, munit ions, c lo th ing and food. Ou r Genera l 
Staff had in fo rmat ion that a B r i t i sh m i l i t a ry mis­
sion headed by M c L e a n and A m e r y was attached 
to the band of A b a z K u p i and the bajraktars 
round h im . 

We observed also, that Ba z i i Canës, l ike a 
bandit, l i ke a bajraktar, was creat ing certa in m i ­
l i ta ry and pol i t ica l organs. He created a so-called 
Supreme Staff and placed at the head of it one 
of Zog's ex-off icers, a certa in Jah ja Çaç i , who 
had been on our side at f irst, but later went 
over to Baz i . To go w i t h this f o rma l organ, fo rma l 
because this «Supreme Staf f» was not for war 
against the Germans but a Supreme Staff for 
«k i l l ing chickens», Ba z i i Canës also created a 
so-called pol i t ica l base. W i t h some react ionary 
chiefs and bajraktars he he ld the «congress» of 
Legal i tet i in November 1943, wh i ch set itself the 
task of a l ienat ing the people f r om the C o m m u n ­
ist Par ty , un i t ing them around itself and re-esta­
bl ish ing the monarchy headed by Zog. Th is so-
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cal led congress was held at Za l l -He r r under the 
nose of the Ge rman Gestapo, wh i c h «closed its 
eyes» to this act iv i ty . At that so-cal led congress, 
wh i ch had been hatched up by the B r i t i sh and 
the Germans in si lent col laborat ion, a fact that is 
more than clear to us, M c L e a n was present. 

Baz i i Canës, this representative of the Zo -
gites, now began openly to ho ld meetings w i t h 
the bajraktars of the Nor th , na tura l l y to unite 
them against us and have them ready to support 
Zog in the near future. Th is was the task wh i c h 
the B r i t i sh Intel l igence Serv ice had set h im . The 
p lan had been worked out carefu l ly . 

My forebodings about the B r i t i sh missions 
were being proved correct, one after the other. 

The B r i t i sh Genera l Dav ies had come to 
arrange compromise and conci l iat ion between us, 
on the one hand, and the Ba l l i Kombë ta r and 
the Zogites, on the other. I rejected and denounced 
this p lan. A n d I was not mis taken in my judge­
ment. A l t hough the Genera l encountered the 
resolute stand of our Pa r t y and the Nat iona l 
L iberat ion Front , he d id not lay down his arms, 
but d id every th ing possible to real ize his plans. 
It was absolutely essential for h i m to meet the 
agent of the Br i t i sh , «Mr . Kup i » . I received re­
ports that a scion of the Mema j f am i l y had come 
to Genera l Dav ies al legedly to b r i ng h i m eggs 
and in the basket of eggs he also had a letter 
f rom Abaz K u p i for the Genera l . A t this t ime 
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Freder ik had gone w i t h Nicho l l s to Oren ja to 
arrange the i r w in te r quarters and, since our l i a i ­
son off icer was not there to h inder h im, the 
Genera l went stealthi ly to meet Aba z K u p i in 
Shëngjergj . 

The i r meet ing had not lasted long. The ap­
prentice rendered account to his master and re­
ported to h i m on his «val iant deeds» and his plans 
for the future. A f t e r tossing h i m a bag of gold 
coins, the Genera l gave the «minor Zog» fresh 
instructions. One of the ma i n demands of Baz i i 
Canës was that Zog should send a message of 
congratulat ions f r om London on the wo rk wh i ch 
was being done in his name and for h im. Baz i 
i Canës and a l l the react ion in A l ban i a needed 
this bad ly to encourage their fo l lowers and i n t i ­
midate us. Appa ren t l y they also agreed there that 
they should go together to ta lk w i t h the chiefs 
of the Ba l l i Kombëta r , a l though Ba z i i Canës 
placed no hopes in them. 

In the ta lks wh i c h the B r i t i sh Genera l had 
w i th the chiefs of the Ba l l i Kombë ta r and Baz i , 
undoubtedly he reached some conclusions of inte­
rest to h im . One of them was that these two 
groups must be reconci led, organized and streng­
thened for the sake of the future. Thus, those 
who wou ld col laborate w i t h the Germans and 
those who were under the d i rect ion of the B r i ­
t ish were to co-ordinate the i r act ivit ies in order to 
f ight the Na t iona l L ibera t ion Movement more 
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effectively. Of course, the decis ive role in the 
future wou ld be p layed by B r i t a i n and those who 
were under its d i rect ion, that is, Zog wou ld be 
the decisive t r ump card. 

Wha t the agent of the B r i t i sh , Mus ta fa G j i ­
nishi, said to me, that the Nat iona l L ibera t ion 
F ront should send representatives to London to 
ta lk w i t h the B r i t i sh government, made the s i ­
tuat ion even clearer to us. Dav ies ' p lan was that 
a «coalition» between the Nat iona l L ibe ra t ion 
F ront and b lack react ion should be fo rmed in 
London. 

As I have expla ined, the Genera l and his 
superiors in London took a knock-back w i t h our 
reply, since the i r agent Musta fa G j i n i sh i had 
certa in ly made his report to them. The w a y in 
wh i ch the Genera l wo rked d id not surpr ise us. 
He considered us enemies, wh i l e he considered 
the quisl ings, the Zogites and the Ba l l i Kombë ta r 
al l ies of B r i t a i n , and i t was on them that B r i t a i n 
hoped to re ly in the future to establish its i n ­
f luence in our country. 

The s i tuat ion created in A l ban i a compel led 
Genera l Davies to decide to go to London to 
report on the work he had done, and that is 
why he was so insistent on going to Ko r ç a . I 
have spoken ear l ier in these memoirs about this 
and about the f ierce quar re l we had. W i thou t 
doubt the Genera l wanted to go f r om K o r ç a to 
Greece and then to London. Th is was my in i t i a l 
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deduct ion. Seeing how events developed later, I 
ar r ived at the conclusion that the Ge rman o f fen­
sive to encircle our Genera l Staff and wipe out 
the leadership of the Pa r t y and our a rmy and 
the surrender of the B r i t i sh Genera l w i thout 
f i r ing a shot, a l though the partisans led by Baba 
Fa ja d id everyth ing possible to get h im out of 
the encirc lement, m ight have been a p lan hatched 
up by the B r i t i sh , the Germans and interna l 
reaction. There is no other exp lanat ion for the Ge ­
neral 's words: «You are f in ished, you have lost 
the war , surrender!» However , we foi led their 
p lan and acted in such a w a y that we broke 
through the encirc lement w i thout great losses. 

Aba z K u p i had had enough of operat ing 
against us under cover and was now coming out 
openly. Three t imes we cal led h i m to meetings 
and he d id not come. It was t ime to settle mat­
ters w i t h h im because the cup was f i l led to 
over f lowing. We sent h im a f i na l wa rn ing to 
come to a meet ing in Shëngjergj of T i rana dis­
tr ict in the f i rst week of December. F i na l l y he 
agreed. We decided that I should go to the meet­
ing w i t h two or three comrades. Regardless of the 
danger we went and met h im. In order to show 
that we were fr iends and had no reason to be 
afra id of h im , we took along on ly f ive or s ix 
people. Th i s was r i sky because we knew what 
a c r im ina l he was, but it was necessary to do this 
for the sake of his rank-and- f i le fol lowers. If 
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B a z i wa s not going to change his course, we had 
to expose h im. In fact, the way in wh i ch we 
acted was bold, because a l l a round the house 
where we he ld the meeting, the o ld wo l f had 
placed many hardened cr imina ls and k i l le rs who 
were members of his bands. Bu t after a l l we 
had our two hands to defend ourselves. 

The talks, wh i c h I w i l l t r y to reproduce 
here, a l though I might leave something out be­
cause it is a long t ime ago, began and ended in 
a tense atmosphere. 

Abaz K u p i began, «I come to th is meet ing 
w i t h the Nat iona l L ibera t ion Pa r t y as a patr iot, 
as representative of the 'Legal i tet i Movement ' , 
wh i ch is the par ty of H i s Majesty Zog I.» 

He did not even b lush or go pale. He thought 
that w i t h such a pompous declarat ion he wou l d 
convince us that we had to ta lk w i t h h i m as 
an equal . He forgot that we had long since w r i t ­
ten h im off, but were concerned about the others 
who were st i l l deceived by his words. 

«The K i n g is a convinced democrat of un r i ­
val led generosity since he permits other demo­
crat ic part ies and even deigns to recognize the 
so-cal led 'Nat iona l L ibe ra t i on Pa r t y ' w i t h i n the 
'Legal i tet i Movement ' ,» he said. 

So he had gone as far as that. He wanted 
to put us in our place. 

«But what does this mean? Y o u are s t i l l a 
member of the Nat iona l L ibera t ion Genera l Coun -
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c i l , M r . Abaz ,» we said. «Do you real ize that 
you are v io la t ing the oath wh i ch you have taken 
before the f lag and the Nat iona l L ibe ra t ion Coun ­
ci l? Don ' t forget that the A l ban i an never breaks 
his word.» 

We saw that he was stuck for a rep ly and 
shot a qu ick glance around his associates. As 
usual M u r a t Basha was s i t t ing a l i t t le beh ind 
h i m to his left. On his r ight sat the ba j raktar 
B i l a l K o l a , whose expression changed f rom t ime 
to t ime, but he d i d not open his mouth dur ing 
the whole meet ing. 

«I of f i c ia l ly left that Counc i l since Novem­
ber. Th i s you must k now because I have p ro ­
c la imed it openly and honestly,» he repl ied. 

« Y o u exc luded yoursel f de facto long ago, 
Abaz K u p i , and you have been operat ing by 
stealth, especial ly fo l lowing the capi tu lat ion of 
Italy,» we to ld h im. 

«That's not true,» he protested, «and what 's 
more, after the cap i tu lat ion of Italy it was I who 
fought at K r u j a . 

Aba z K u p i was te l l ing unashamed lies. He 
thought that w i t h protest and w i t h such «proofs» 
he could undermine our posit ion. 

«A s to where you were when the f ight ing 
was going on in K r u j a , that you know yourself,» 
we said. «The people saw w i t h the i r own eyes 
who d id the f ight ing there. It was the part isan 
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çetas led by H a x h i L lesh i that shed the i r b lood. 
Y o u arr ived at the end just to appear as a ' l ibe­
rator'.» 

A l t hough Ba z i i Canës was a m a n w i thou t 
school ing and w i thout culture, he had acqui red 
the abi l i ty of a fox that senses imminent danger 
and tr ies to dodge it. Du r i ng the ta lk he twisted 
and turned just as he had done throughout his 
whole l i fe. B u t this t ime the fox was caught in 
the trap and could not get away. A l l he could do 
was to t ry to jump f r om point to point. 

«It is true that I have been cool towards the 
Counci l ,» he jumped f rom the theme of the f ight ­
ing in K r u j a to that of his stand towards the 
Counc i l , «but I have had reasons for this. Th is 
has been the case since the meet ing at Lab inot , 
because I saw there that it was guided s imply by 
communist pr inciples. Th is I could not accept.» 

«That is not the reason,» we said. «Why d id 
you not come and open your heart to us? Three 
t imes we have asked you to come and talk, but 
you have made no move to do so. Wha t do you 
cal l this? In our ranks there are national ists, too. 
They are not communists, but they certa in ly 
f ight, not alone, but together w i t h us. A l b an i a 
does not belong only to the communists but also 
to the patr iot ic national ists and the who le people. 
We must a l l r ise and f ight. B u t in order to w i n , 
we must be uni ted l i ke a fist. Don ' t forget wha t 
you d i d in Muk je . The honest nat ional ists are 
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not dodgers l i ke some; they do not collaborate 
w i t h the enemy l ike some others. Y o u ought to 
know what is in store for the col laborators.» 

The o ld fox understood the a l lus ion and 
jumped up as i f he had been p r i cked : 

«I have helped you w i t h money wh i ch I 
received f r om my fr iends and collaborators, f rom 
off icers and N.C.O.'s of the gendarmerie, and 
others, however you have rewarded this a id w i t h 
bul lets to the head, as you d id w i t h Idhomene 
Kos tur i .» 

H o w far away f r om the a im of our wa r was 
Abaz K u p i ! He came out in defence of elements 
who were patr iots only in name, but who, in fact, 
were col laborators w i t h the occupiers. In short 
he admit ted f r om his own mouth what he was 
and what company he kept. 

«Baz i i Canës,» we said, «you are tu rn ing 
out to be di f ferent f r om what we thought you 
were. H o w dare you defend those who cannot 
be defended, t r y to wash those who cannot be 
washed? Even the sea cou ld not wash them clean. 
Wha t do you th ink, should we not k i l l the spies, 
the tra i tors and the henchmen of Mehd i Bey, 
who pursue us day and n ight? Y o u say that they 
are col laborators of yours. Have you forgotten 
that they col laborate w i t h the Germans, too? 
Idhomene Kos tu r i , w h o m you say was a patriot, 
was appointed cha i rman of the 'Assembly ' wh i ch 
was created under the shadow of H i t le r i te bayo-
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nets. A l l r ight then, te l l us openly, Abaz , wh i c h 
side are you on?» 

«Which side am I on? W h y do you ask me? 
Th is is an accusation of betrayal,» he shouted 
and jumped to his feet. «Have you forgotten my 
patr iot ism? Have you forgotten A p r i l 7, 1939, 
when I greeted the Ital ians w i t h the r i f le?» 

«Calm down, don't be so hasty, Abaz ,» we 
said, «because we know about you r patr iot ism. 
We know that you f i red a few shots, a l though 
that was not f r om love for the Homeland, but to 
give your master, Ahme t Zog, who had sucked 
the blood of the people and betrayed them, w h o 
stole the gold, the sweat and the blood of the 
people, t ime to get away. Y o u fought just long 
enough for h i m to get across the border, then 
you cleared out, too. That is the t ru th about you r 
' f ight ' and everybody knows it.» 

It was the f i rst t ime that this had been said 
to his face. W h o d id not know his «patr iot ism» 
now! He remained standing, his features contor­
ted, and f ina l l y said in a l ow voice as i f t a l k ing 
to himself: 

«I have fought and w i l l f ight not only un t i l 
A l ban i a is l iberated f r om the occupiers, but un t i l 
a l l the terr itor ies inhabi ted by our A l ban i an 
brothers are l iberated.» 

«The A l ban i an people have fresh in the i r 
memories how the ' legal ' regime l iberated the i r 
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brothers. Y o u remember very we l l that 'H is M a ­
jesty', who was returned to power w i t h the a id of 
white guard mercenaries whom Serb ia gave h im , 
handed Shën N a u m and Vermosh to the Se rb i an 
K i n g as a s ign of his grat itude. That 's the sort of 
' l iberat ion' that you of Legal i tet i mean. You . 
have a lways pursued a personal pol icy as a ba j -
raktar and have never carr ied out the tasks w i t h 
wh i ch the Nat iona l L iberat ion Counc i l h a s 
charged you.» 

«I have declared that I uni ted w i t h you only 
to f ight the enemy.» 

«That's what you said. Bu t when are you 
going to f ight? Forget the f ight ing in K r u j a . I t 
was not you but others who fought there. Not 
only are you not f ight ing, but you are ra i s ing 
obstacles to us. W i t h your stand you are prevent­
ing a whole zone f r om being total ly engaged 
against the enemy. Is this not sabotage? A n d 
what have you to say about the sabotage of na ­
t ional l iberat ion councils, especial ly in K r u j a a n d 
Mat?» 

«Why do you speak to me in such a tone? 
Y o u speak as if I have done these things. T h e 
people themselves do not accept the counci ls be­
cause they have real ized that they do not have 
the national ist spir i t , that you want to use them 
to get power into your own hands. A l ban i a has 
no need for another regime. The regime of the 
monarchy, headed by Zog, is legal and that is 
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beyond dispute. The re turn of H i s Majes ty is 
essential to restore the honour of A l ban i a wh i c h 
a foreign state has v io lated. Don ' t forget that the 
Great Powers are for this, too. Recent ly H i s M a ­
jesty has had a twenty-minute meet ing w i t h M r . 
Church i l l .» 

«As to what regime w i l l be established after 
the wa r in A lban ia , we have proc la imed pub l i c ly 
that the people themselves w i l l decide the fo rm 
of the regime. Bu t we want to add just this: The 
t ime of K i n g Zog i s over. Ca l l h i m your K i n g i f 
y ou w ish . Today we are f ight ing for an independ­
ent, democratic people's A lban ia , free f r om fasc­
ism. H o w a fore ign state, wh i c h you don't even 
name, ousted Zog and how he f led, these things 
you know ve ry we l l . As for the meet ing you 
mentioned, you and everyone else should under­
stand that Zog can ta lk day by day w i t h Chu r ­
chi l l , i f he wishes, about the question of A lban ia , 
bu t neither the one nor the other can decide its 
fate. It is the people, only the A l ban i an people, 
i t is we who w i l l decide, and none else, e i ther 
about the wa r or about the regime in the future,» 
I said in a loud voice. Baz i ' s face went pale and 
moved his r ight hand a l i t t le. H i s adjutants sit­
t ing on both sides of h i m prepared themselves 
for any eventual i ty, but we d id not waver . We 
had taken everyth ing into account. «Legal i tet i 
has created çetas of brigands,» I cont inued, «who 
haven' t f i red a shot against the occupiers, but 
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are wa i t ing ' t i l l the t ime comes' and meanwhi le 
A l ban i a is going through its darkest days.» 

«If we had wai ted ' t i l l the t ime comes', we 
wou ld not have fought at Qafështama and dis­
armed the Ital ians there,» he tr ied to object. 

«In this, too, you acted according to your 
own desire, to take the l imel ight and, f i rst of 
a l l , for prey, for booty,» I repl ied. «A t Qafë-
shtama, the Ital ians were no more than a dead 
horse and you and your br igands str ipped it of 
its shoes. That 's the extent of your 'valour' , and 
even this you d id outside the orders of the Staff. 
L ikewise, w i thout the knowledge or author i ty of 
the P res id ium of the Nat iona l L ibera t ion Genera l 
Counc i l and tak ing advantage of your posit ion as 
a member of it, you went to L u r a where, together 
w i th M i tha t Frashër i , you organized the meeting 
w i th the react ionary bajraktars who are l inked 
hand and foot w i t h the occupiers. We summoned 
you to exp la in your actions about this, but you 
did not deign to come.» 

«Mi tha t F rashër i sent me a letter about the 
meeting at Lu r a . I went to L u r a and there I was 
charged w i t h mediat ing among the gentry of D i -
bra in order to unite them w i t h us. They are 
patriots and want to f ight for A lban ia ,» he said. 

«What sort of patriots are they when they 
have un i ted w i t h the occupiers? Y o u knew this, 
and despite that you met them and ta lked to 
them. Wha t sort of un i ty can there be w i t h such 
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people? Everyone understands c lear ly that there 
can be no un i ty against the occupier outside the 
Nat iona l L ibera t ion Movement . On l y this Move ­
ment represents the A l ban i an people. On l y the 
nat ional l iberat ion counci ls are organs of the wa r 
and the sole power that expresses the w i l l of the 
people. A n y 'government ' or other organizat ion 
outside this Movement cannot be other than an 
instrument of compromise and betrayal,» I said. 

Frequent ly , when he was opposing me, Baz i 
raised his voice and approached the w i ndow 
wh i ch had been left open del iberately so that the 
armed peasants of his band, who were outside in 
the yard , could hear what he said and be con­
v inced about wha t a «great leader» he was, and 
what declarations he made in the i r «defence». 
On one occasion, speaking in a loud voice, Baz i 
stood up and said to me: 

«Listen. M r . Hoxha . Not you communists 
but the regime of Zog w i l l do many good things 
for the people, w i l l open schools, w i l l not levy 
heavy taxes and w i l l give the peasants land.» 

Bu t I, too, stood up and repl ied in an even 
louder voice, directed towards the w indow: 

«Listen, M r . K u p i . The poor peasants w i l l 
get land on ly f r om us, f r om the people's state 
power wh i ch w i l l be established after l iberat ion. 
They w i l l never get i t f r om the Zogites, because 
in a l l the 15 years he was in power, Zog never 
thought of doing such a th ing for them and only 
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deceived them by saying that he was going to 
carry out the 'agrar ian reform. ' He could never 
have done it because it wou ld have been suicide 
for h im. Those who are not on the course of the 
Nat iona l L ibe ra t ion Movement are on a course 
wh i ch sooner or later w i l l certa in ly land them in 
the lap of the enemies of the Movement, the en ­
emies of our people, and if they get in our way, 
we shal l attack them and w ipe them out,» I 
concluded. 

Th is was a stern t r ia l , wh i ch exposed h im. 
Thus we ended the meet ing w i t h Abaz K u p i 

and took our departure. Since that t ime I never 
again set eyes on h im. 

We immediate ly held a special meet ing of 
the Pres id ium, expel led h im f rom its ranks and 
the same day drafted the resolut ion in wh i ch we 
reported on the meet ing w i t h Aba z K u p i , about 
the efforts we made to convince h i m to change 
his course, and f ina l l y the need to unmask h im 
before the people. 

Immediate ly after the meet ing w i t h K u p i , 
Genera l Davies appeared on the scene. I guessed 
that he wanted to f i nd out something about the 
meeting and I was not mistaken. F o r the f irst 
t ime he d id not beat about the bush but immed ia ­
tely got down to business: 

«You have had a ta lk w i t h M r . Kup i , » said 
the Genera l . «Cou ld you tel l me how i t went, 
M r . Hoxha?» 
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I expla ined to the Genera l : «Fo r a long t ime 
we had been ask ing h i m to def ine his att i tude 
towards the Ba l l i Kombëtar , the qu is l ing govern­
ment and the Ge rman occupiers. However , he 
always refused to condemn them. On the con­
trary, we have accurate in format ion that he is 
co l laborat ing w i t h them to the detr iment of our 
war and moreover in the meet ing w i t h us he 
spoke we l l of them.» 

«Mr . K u p i had promised me that he wou ld 
clear up these problems, indeed he to ld me he 
wou ld f ight,» interjected the B r i t i s h Genera l . 

«Yes,» I said. «Just as the heads of the 
Ba l l i Kombë ta r promised you. Indeed, as you 
told us, they even made you a declarat ion in 
wr i t i ng , d id they not? Wha t are the i r promises 
wor th? Do you see what they are doing? Aba z 
K u p i i s just l ike them. Therefore, the Nat iona l 
L iberat ion Genera l Counc i l has removed h i m 
f rom its midst and warned h im that i f he continues 
on the course he has begun, we shal l attack him.» 

«Mr . Hoxha,» said the Genera l , «I must beg 
you to use your inf luence in the Counc i l so that 
it gives K u p i a l i t t le longer to clear up his stand, 
because I sha l l ta lk w i t h h i m again.» 

«We have wa i ted long enough,» I cut h im 
short. «For a long t ime he has been put t ing fo r ­
wa rd as the immediate issue not the l i be ra ­
t ion but the regime. Th is matter is now closed. 
The decision has been taken. We are left w i t h 
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no al ternat ive but to wa tch his act iv i ty closely 
and to attack h i m at the f i rst opportuni ty . He ' l l 
get his deserts.» 

Seeing our determinat ion, the Genera l took 
his leave and departed. The p lan that the i r agent 
should rema in amongst us to t r ip us up had 
fai led. 

The great German-Ba l l i s t offensive in the 
severe w in te r of 1943-1944 was launched against 
our forces who were i l l -c lad and hungry. Th is 
helped Aba z K u p i to gain ground. Fo r h im this 
was an «Indian summer» amidst the icy winter . 
He deceived himsel f that this was everyth ing and 
that v i c tory was smi l ing on h im. Through the 
B r i t i sh officers, Ba z i once again repeated his 
requests that «H is Majesty» should send a mes­
sage (1) f r om London in wh i ch he wou ld declare 

1 A letter from Talbot Rice sent to Howard on February 
24, 1944, says: 

«Pursuant to the decision taken at our meeting on 
Thursday, 17th February we approached Zog w i th a request 
for a letter to Abas Kup i . In the course of the conversation 
which Major McLean had w i th him, he showed himself most 
wi l l ing to help...» (FO 371/43550-3373. PRO. Taken from the 
photocopy of the original in the AIH, Tirana). Meanwhi le a 
report from Sargent sent to the Secretary of State on February 
29, 1944, says: «...Maclean went off, saw K i ng Zog and obtained 
the desired letter. . . Its text is not however entirely satisfactory 
and if it is to be used we shal l have to get it changed. We 
discussed the text w i th S.O.E. at another meeting on the 28th 
February and agreed on a revised draft wh i ch is attached. It 
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that he was ready to re turn to A lban ia . Indeed, 
he propagated far and wide that Zog I had met 
Church i l l , who had al legedly promised that the 
most power fu l monarchy in the wo r l d wou ld do 
everyth ing in its power to restore h im to the 
throne. 

Th rough the Zava lan is (1) and other announc­
ers of his type we heard rumours that the 
op in ion of F a n No l i had been sought about the 
creat ion of a government in exi le headed by Zog 
and that No l i had agreed w i t h this and promised 
to act as adviser to i t ! (2) The ye l low newspaper 

you agree I should l ike to tell Maclean that he may now go 
back to Zog and ask him to amend the letter on the lines 
agreed... 

If after his return to Albania, Maclean considers that Zog's 
letter would be of use, and we authorise h im to give it to Abas 
Kup i , we w i l l consider getting Tito to use his influence w i th 
the L N C at the same time.» (FO 371 43550-3372. PRO. Taken from 
the photocopy of the original in the AIH, Tirana.) 

1 Refers to T. Zavalam, a reactionary Albanian intellectual 
in the service of the Brit ish. He worked in the B.B.C. to prepare 
broadcasts in the A lbanian language. 

2 In reply to the letter which S. Mart in i [«chamberlain of 
the court»] sent to Fan Nol i in the name of Zog on Ap r i l 7, 
1943, in connection w i th the creation of an A lbanian govern­
ment in which he said, «the K ing would be pleased to see your 
Eminence at the head of this Government.» (FO 371/37136-3634. 
PRO. Taken from the photocopy of the original in the AIH, 
Tirana.) Fan Nol i wrote on May 27, 1943: «I am ready to do 
my ful l share... under K ing Zog's leadership... I must make 
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Atdheu even publ ished the message wh i ch No l i 
sent to Corde l l H u l l (1). When we heard of this, at 
f irst we d id not bel ieve it. It was unbel ievable to 
us that this stern opponent of Zog could sit 
down at the same table w i t h h im to consider 
the fate of A l b an i a ! It seemed to us impossible 
that No l i could reconci le himself to the murderer 
o f A v n i Rus temi and Ba j r am Cu r r i , Lu ig j G u r a -
kuq i and R i za Cerova, to the person who had 
caused hundreds of Sons of the Eagle to wander 
through Europe w i thout home or possessions, 
pursued by the henchmen of Zog. It seemed to 
us astonishing that No l i could th row out a l i fe­
l ine to rescue the pit i less feudal despot who had 
sucked the blood of the A l ban i an people for 15 
years on end. Regrettably, however, as was proved 
later, there was some t ru th in what we heard. 

it quite clear that I can serve only in an advisory capacity on 
account of my Amer ican citizenship...» (FO 371/37137-3643. PRO. 
Taken from the photocopy of the original in the AIH, Tirana.) 

1 According to this newspaper, dated October 12, 1943. 
Nol i wrote to Hu l l among other things: « . . . it would be to the 
advantage of the United Nations to off icial ly recognize K i ng 
Zog and give him the opportunity to play his personal role to 
accelerate the victory wh ich we are al l awaiting. K ing Zog is 
better able to work for the Al l ies than any other A lbanian or 
group of A lbanians. . . Some sincere opponents of K i ng Zog who 
have suffered for years in exile on account of their opposition, 
think that it is in the interest of both parties, the United 
Nations and Albania, to have an off icial ly recognized govern­
ment in exile under K i ng Zog...» 
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As to the circumstances in wh i c h this had come 
about and what motives impe l led No l i , this we 
do not know. The fact is that he d id such a 
thing, notwi thstand ing that the p lan for the 
format ion of a government in exi le could never 
be put into pract ice. 

Wh i l e react ion abroad was prepar ing the 
br ida l par ty to b r ing Zog to A lban i a , react ion 
w i th i n the country was mak i ng a come-back. 
Great pub l i c i t y was bu i l t up around the f igure 
of Zog. Unde r the protect ion of H i t le r i te bayonets, 
the gendarmerie was being reorganized as in 
the per iod p r i o r to A p r i l 7 and even adopted 
the Zogite f o rm of salute. A f t e r a secret meet ing 
w i t h Xha f e r Deva in a v i l lage of K r u j a , Aba z 
K u p i l i nked up w i t h the naz i Genera l Schmo l l 
in order to w ipe out the Na t iona l L ibe ra t ion 
A r m y . The i r co l laborat ion went so far that when 
the Germans took some of our men pr isoner, 
they advised them to jo in the ranks of H e r r 
Kup i ' s «army» i f they wanted to save the i r necks. 
Leaflets, Atdheu and other ye l low papers 
were c i rculated in the cities to deceive the people, 
to boost the Zogites' courage and hopes, to arouse 
panic among the masses and to confuse them 
w i th the spectre of Zog, w i t h the u l t imate a im 
of d iver t ing them f r om the r ight road. 

In regard to the rumours that we heard 
f r om London, we demanded insistent ly that the 
B r i t i sh miss ion either declare itself in favour 
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of them, or i f they were not true, i n f o rm London 
that i t should deny them publ i c ly . A f t e r some 
t ime London t r ied to deny these rumours through 
a leaflet wh i ch Ma j o r T i lman issued in G j i r o ­
kastra. 

It was the end of A p r i l 1944. Musta fa Kaçaç i , 
commissar of the Bat ta l ion of Mat , in formed me 
by letter that the agent of the B r i t i sh Intel l igence 
Service, McLean , had appeared again in those 
parts. «He is heading a B r i t i sh miss ion attached 
to Aba z K u p i , who is being suppl ied by air w i t h 
so much mater ia l that some of it fal ls into the 
hands of gendarmes and some is sold on the 
market on wh i ch we have f requent ly bought,» 
he wrote. 

As soon as I read the letter, I remembered 
the words of Dav ies at our f irst meet ing in 
Lab inot when he to ld us that by the end of 
November M c L e a n was to go to Cai ro, f r om there 
to London and possibly wou ld personal ly i n fo rm 
Chu r ch i l l about the s i tuat ion in A l ban i a . A n d 
now, hav ing completed the «course», M c L e a n had 
been dropped back into A lban i a , this t ime w i t h 
the rank of L ieutenant-Co lone l . He had gone to 
the close f r iend of the B r i t i sh w i t h new inst ruc­
tions in order to give a fur ther impulse to the 
plans of London. The fact that a B r i t i s h miss ion 
was attached to Baz i i Canës, that they were 
supp ly ing h im w i t h ample money and mater ia l , 
that the B r i t i sh propaganda was bu i ld ing up the 
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f igure of Abaz K u p i , as we l l as the Ge rman -
Bal l i s t operat ion against our army, made the 
«minor Zog» feel himself at the cu lminat ion of 
his power and joy and he crowed and strutted 
l ike a rooster on a dungheap. 

Not content w i t h his underhand deals w i t h 
the Br i t i sh , Aba z K u p i also attempted to l i nk 
up w i t h Greek react ion. Together w i t h the Ba l l i 
Kombëta r and the quis l ing off ic ia ls in T i rana, he 
began to d ig another grave for our country, this 
t ime start ing not f r om the north, as in 1924, but 
f rom the south. To Athens, M i tha t F rashër i sent 
Dh im i të r Fa l lo , Mehd i F rashër i sent his personal 
spokesman, Xheva t Leskov iku , wh i le Aba z K u p i 
«authorized» as the delegate of Legal i tet i the 
former p r ime min is ter of the government of 
Ahme t Zog, Koço Ko ta , to conclude an agreement 
w i t h Ra l i s and Zervas of Greece under wh i ch 
they wou ld jo int ly d r own in blood the nat ional 
l iberat ion movements of both the A l ban i an and 
the Greek peoples. The intent ion was that this 
agreement wou ld later be turned into a G reek -
Tu rk i sh -A lban i an al l iance. However , the i r m is ­
sion fai led. The documents, whereby the Cent ra l 
Committee of the Ba l l i Kombë ta r and the quis l ing 
government accredited Dh im i t ë r Fa l lo as delegate 
in the talks w i t h the Greek reactionaries, were 
captured by our part isans, and the «delegate» 
was put on t r i a l and condemned in the summer 
of 1944. 

266 



This was the s i tuat ion of Aba z Kup i ' s 
«heroes» and «headquarters» before the offen­
sive of our 1st D iv i s ion in Cent ra l and Nor thern 
A lban ia . The i r «Indian summer» was coming to 
an end. The B r i t i sh lamp was runn ing out of o i l . 

A f t e r the Congress of Përmet I gave orders 
for the brigades of the 1st D iv i s ion to cross to 
the zones beyond the Shkumb in , to attack the 
Germans and together w i t h the part isan forces 
f ight ing in these zones, to clear Centra l and 
Nor the rn A lban ia , to str ike mor ta l b lows at reac­
t ion, to set up the people's power of the nat ional 
l iberat ion counci ls and increase the ranks of the 
Nat iona l L ibera t ion A r m y w i t h new detachments. 
W i t h this act ion we were s t r i k ing r ight at the 
heart of the B r i t i sh plans against us. Zogite 
react ion was at its last gasp. The shadow of 
death was spreading over it. Ou r forces were 
march ing towards Ma t and M i r d i t a where the 
Zogites and other reactionaries were cower ing. 
The whole populat ion of the No r t h rose in sup­
port of the Nat iona l L ibera t ion A r m y . 

At the beginn ing of J u l y 1944, the B r i t i sh 
l ia ison off icer sought an urgent meet ing (1) w i t h 
me. I received h im . 

1 In the book Sons of the Eagle, wr i t ing about a meeting 
w i th the reactionary chiefs, J. Amery says: 

«The news of the Partisan attack had taken the l i fe out 
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«I have received a message f r om the A l l i e d 
Medi ter ranean Headquarters in wh i ch i t demands 
that you stop you r attacks against Aba z K u p i 
and others in the Nor th , who are patr iots and 
our fr iends, or otherwise a id to you w i l l be cut 
off,» he said. 

«Our D iv i s ion has received orders to c lear 
the No r t h of the Germans, mercenar ies and 
traitors, to establ ish the state power of the nat ion­
al l iberat ion counci ls there and to engage the 
people in the wa r against the occupiers,» I 
repl ied. 

«But i t is approaching Ma t wh i ch is the 
ter r i tory in wh i ch M r . K u p i operates,» he said. 

«Mat is part of A lban ia , w h y should we not 
go through it?» I repl ied curt ly . «No one has 
the r ight to prevent our D iv i s i on f r om pe r fo rm­
ing its duty. There is no reason w h y this should 
be l i nked w i t h the question of mater ia l a id f r om 
the A l l ies . Aba z K u p i was a member of the 
P res id ium of the Nat iona l L iberat ion Genera l 
Counc i l and our Staff, but he turned against the 

of our meeting, but we sat down for a formal discussion 
beneath a tal l and spreading oak: Abaz Kup i , Muharrem Baj-
raktar, Sait Kryeziu, Maclean; Smiley; and I. Meanwhi le the 
lesser chiefs and their retainers stood around us in a r ing. 
There could be no question now of call ing for a general revolt 
of the Ghegs, but each of the leaders spoke in turn. . - appealing 
to us to intervene und bring about a truce.» Sons of the Eagle, 
London, MacMillan and Co. Ltd., 1948, p. 202. 
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Nat iona l L ibera t ion Movement, therefore, he has 
been expel led f r om those bodies and has been 
branded a tra i tor. Th is you know ve ry wel l .» 

«Mr . K u p i complains that the D iv i s i on has 
g iven h im an u l t ima tum that he must surrender 
to them or otherwise they w i l l attack h im . 
He has been g iven no per iod of grace.» 

«We gave h im a year to declare himself 
for or against us. Y o u , too, have been wa i t ing a 
long t ime, but now we can wa i t no longer. He 
is col laborat ing w i t h the Germans and is sa­
botaging the war , our strategic p lan and that of 
the all ies.» 

T w o days later the B r i t i s h l ia ison off icer 
came to me again and sa id: 

«Mr . Hoxha , A l l i ed Headquarters has trans­
mi t ted to me a note f r om Genera l W i l son to you.» 

«What does the note say?» I asked wi thout 
the slightest s ign of concern because I could guess 
what that note was l i ke l y to contain. The of­
fensive of our D iv i s i on in the No r t h was treading 
on the i r corns. 

«The note raises three questions,» said the 
B r i t i sh off icer. «First, Genera l W i l son does not 
a l low you r part isans to be invo lved in his s t ra­
tegic p lans and he w i l l not tolerate c i v i l wa r 
in his theatre of operations.» 

«This is impermiss ib le interference. What 
makes Genera l W i l son th ink there is c i v i l war 
going on here? The on ly wa r being waged in 
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our country is against the occupiers and the i r 
col laborators such as the Ba l l i Kombëtar , the 
react ionary chiefs o f D i b r a and Aba z K u p i w i t h 
his brigands. Nex t point, please,» I said. 

«The second point has to do w i t h a id. The 
note says that i f you attack M r . K u p i , a id w i l l 
be cut off and wi thout a l l ied a id you cannot 
wi thstand the Germans.» 

«Let the Genera l and everybody else under ­
stand thoroughly,» I repl ied there and then, «that 
we d id not begin the wa r because the all ies were 
engaged in it. We began it before they entered 
the war , moreover, w i thout a id f r om them or 
anyone else. We should be g iven thei r a id 
because this is in the interest of the all ies. If the i r 
aid is made condit ional on our att i tude towards 
the traitors we shal l cont inue the wa r just as 
we started it. Bu t car ry on, te l l me the rest,» 
I said w i thout g lancing at h im. 

«Third, the note says also that unless as­
surances are g iven that M r . K u p i w i l l not be 
attacked, the Nat iona l L iberat ion Movement can­
not send delegates to A l l i e d Headquarters in 
Italy,» concluded the B r i t i sh l ia ison off icer. 

«The sending of our delegation to meet the 
representatives of the A l l i e d Med i ter ranean Head ­
quarters can never be l i nked w i t h the quest ion 
of Abaz K u p i . F o r us the question of Aba z K u p i 
no longer exists. Th is matter was decided once 
and for a l l in December last year when we 
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settled accounts w i t h h im. The Congress of Pë r -
met also sealed his doom. O u r delegation w i l l 
go there to establ ish a more complete agreement 
w i t h the al l ies and regardless of you r threat, 
M r . Of f i cer of our B r i t i sh al ly, our d iv i s ion w i l l 
cont inue about its business,» I concluded. 

«A t least wa i t f ive days,» pleaded the B r i t i s h 
off icer. 

«No,» I repl ied, «we've wai ted long enough. 
L i k e you, we have wa i ted long enough,» I 
repeated. «No one has the r ight to stop us car ry­
ing on the w a r to clear Ma t of col laborators of the 
Germans. Not even Genera l Wi l son can stop us. 
This is improper interference,» I stressed. «Let 
us suppose that Baz i i Canës is not a traitor, as 
you c la im. Then why does he sit doing nothing, 
and does not f ight the occupiers, but instead, 
together w i t h them, has turned his r i f le against 
our Nat iona l L iberat ion A r m y ? Do we not have 
the r ight and the duty to engage the distr ict of 
Mat , too, in the w a r against the Germans? We 
are in our own land and we shal l act according 
to the interests of this land. W h y is Genera l 
Wi l son inter fer ing in this way? We shal l cont inue 
to car ry out our strategic p l an to the letter and 
this is also in favour of the al l ied strategy. These 
are not just my personal opinions but also the 
opinions of our Genera l Staff, and this you 
understand ve ry wel l ,» I pointed out to the 
B r i t i sh off icer. «However, since this note, wh i ch 
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I want in wr i t i ng , comes f r om Genera l Wi l son, 
I shal l refer it to the P res id ium of the Nat iona l 
L iberat ion Genera l Counci l .» 

The off icer handed me the wr i t ten note. In 
his presence I glanced over it qu i ck l y and not iced 
that in the th i rd question there was some d i f ­
ference f r om what he told me oral ly. Th is annoyed 
me, but I control led myself and said to h i m : 

«Please, w i l l you come to receive the reply 
when I not i fy you?» 

«Whenever you say,» he repl ied and left. 
I immediate ly cal led the P res id ium together. 
«We are ho ld ing this meet ing because of the 

intervent ion of the A l l i e d Headquarters to stop 
the operations of our D iv i s ion in the North,» I 
told the comrades. «As you know, after the 
Ge rman June operat ion, our forces received 
orders to launch an offensive in Cent ra l and 
Nor the rn A l ban i a and today they are engaged in 
f ierce f ight ing in those regions against the Ge r ­
mans, mercenaries and gendarmes who are beg in­
n ing to panic. Ou r forces are d r i v i ng towards 
D i b r a and Ma t to settle accounts f ina l l y w i t h the 
enemy. Apparent l y , however, this is very pa in fu l 
to the Br i t i sh . Genera l W i l son expresses this in a 
note wh i ch he has sent me.» 

I read the note and to ld them everyth ing the 
B r i t i sh off icer had said and what I had said in 
reply. 

«The Br i t i sh have made efforts to get Ba z i 
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i Canës into our ranks again, (1)» I cont inued, «but 
have r un into the resistance of react ion, so the i r 
's it-on-the-fence' att i tude continues to this day. 
Now Ba z i can no longer be inc luded amongst us, 
cannot be un i ted w i t h us, because he is up to 
his e lbows in f i l th . A l l this react ion f r om the 
B r i t i sh arises f r om the fact that the i r p lans are 
fa i l ing. They urged Aba z K u p i to enter into d is­
cussions w i t h our Staff, setting the condit ion that 
they shou ld be held w i t h Musta fa G j in i sh i , D r . 
D ishn ica and Se j fu l la and eventual ly even w i t h 
me, i f they could not avoid me. However , we 
d id not agree, because those talks wou ld have 
been a game they wanted to p lay to the de t r i ­
ment of our war . As you know, this game is 
being p layed in Greece in order to spl it the E A M 

273 

________________________________ 
1 The Foreign Off ice radiogram No. 174 sent to Steel 

in Cairo on February 6, 1944 said: 
«We have recently seen Maclean's report on A lban ia and 

discussed it w i th him. 
His main recommendation is that the L.N.C. movement 

should be broadened to include as many nationalists as possible. 
His idea is that Abas Kup i , Zog's representative... should 
return to the L.N.C. . . . 

2. As practical steps to this end, Maclean proposes: 
(1) that we should sound Zog to see if he would agree; 
(2) that we should get L ia ison officer to put proposal to 

Abas Kup i ; and 
(3) that we should get Tito (through Brigadier Maclean) to 

influence L.N.C. to agree to return of Abas Kupi.» (Outward 
telegram No. 174, FO 371/43549-3336. PRO. Taken from the 
photocopy of the original in the AIH, Tirana.) 



and inf i l t rate react ionary elements into its ranks. 
They see c lear ly what the Na t iona l L ibera t ion 
Movement is and want to ho ld i t back in order 
to a l low the react ionary elements t ime to break 
away f r om the occupiers and enter our ranks 
in disguise. 

«The B r i t i sh have engaged in another m a ­
noeuvre, too,» I cont inued. «They want to present 
our wa r as a local movement in the Sou th whi le , 
in their v iew, in the No r t h there are on ly Zog, 
Baz i and so on, and they are t r y i ng to compel us 
to accept these elements as co-f ighters. The B r i ­
t ish have done the same sort of th ing in Greece; 
they have p layed this game w i t h the E A M , too, 
in wh i ch they wanted to put Zervas. Bu t Zervas 
remained l i nked w i t h Ra l i s and the occupier. 
The Ang l o -Amer i c an all ies wanted the E A M to 
re f ra in f r om attack ing the zones where Zervas 
operated because they wanted to have h i m as a 
reserve force. Th is is the a im of the B r i t i sh w i t h 
Baz i i Canës here, too, and in order to back up 
this 'argument', they have begun to br ing out 
f rom the archives and t ransmit over the radio 
our articles wh i ch cal l for un i ty . However , they 
forget that the t imes have changed, that the 
traitors are deep in the mire . 

«London's aim,» I to ld the comrades, «is that 
even i f they can't get Aba z K u p i to do some 
f ight ing just fo r appearances' sake, at least to 
hold h im in reserve for the future. We are f i gh t -
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ing Baz i s imp ly as a tra i tor and col laborator of 
the Germans. The f ight against h im and the 
whole of react ion is not a ' c iv i l war ' , as Genera l 
Wi l son wants to ca l l i t for his own s in ister aims. 
In no way w i l l we a l low h im to interfere in our 
interna l affairs. We are on the r ight road. No 
one can change our opin ion about this or that 
react ionary element l i ke Baz i and the others, 
because we have facts, documents wh i ch we have 
also sent to the all ies in Ba r i and London. They are 
exer t ing this pressure on us precisely at this t ime 
because the histor ic decisions of the Congress of 
Përmet have hur t them badly. Th is is the t ru th 
of the matter. We shal l not waver even a m i l ­
l imetre f r om our correct l ine, therefore I th ink 
we should send them the answer they deserve.» 

We discussed the prob lem at length in the 
meeting of the Pres id ium. In the i r contr ibut ions, 
the comrades ind ignant ly rejected Genera l W i l ­
son's c la im and fu l l y supported what I had said. 
Sej fu l la Ma lëshova alone engaged in some ph i ­
losophizing, «advis ing» us that «we should be 
more precise in some expressions and dist inguish 
between the po l icy of Great B r i t a i n and the a l ­
lies, and that of B r i t i sh react ion in the mission 
here, in Ca i ro and elsewhere.» In the fo rm of a 
reproach he cont inued, «We must convince the 
allies of what the s ituat ion is in A l ban i a . We 
have sent them documents, but this is insuf­
ficient.» He spoke as i f he d id not know of 
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the repeated clashes we had had w i t h them. 
He closed his contr ibut ion, wh i c h was f u l l of 
his arrogance, by assur ing us l i ke «a great p r o ­
phet» that «the all ies are bound to come to a 
satisfactory understanding w i t h us.» Th is ph i l o ­
sophiz ing was the prelude to the pro-Western 
att itude and v iews of Se j fu l la Ma lëshova wh i c h 
were to assume scandalous proport ions a year 
later. 

«We know the po l i cy of Great B r i t a i n ve ry 
we l l and also know its aims,» I said in my rep ly 
to Malëshova. «We know how to make that d is­
t inct ion about wh i ch you spoke, but unfor tunate­
ly there is no such dist inct ion. The representa­
tives of London, here, in Ca i ro or in Ba r i , car ry 
out the orders of the i r centre fanat ica l ly and we 
are a l l witnesses to that. We have repaid any 
obl igat ion towards them many times over, wh i l e 
mak ing i t c lear to them that they should rema in 
t rue allies, but they have a lways t r ied to in ter ­
fere in our affairs. The comrades are we l l aware 
of this and there is no need to l ist the facts. 
Chu r ch i l l and his envoys here are pursu ing d i a ­
bol ica l aims towards ou r Nat iona l L ibera t ion 
Movement but, as the other comrades said, we do 
not fear or submit to the i r pressure. We shal l 
continue to pe r fo rm our du ty to the people and 
our Homeland to the end.» 

The P res id ium decided unan imous ly that a 
c lear-cut reply should be draf ted and sent to G e -
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neral Wi l son . The document wh i ch we compi led 
in essence had this content: «There are no quar­
rels, let alone c i v i l war, in A l ban i a . There is 
only one wa r in A lban i a , the wa r against the 
occupier and its tools, the local traitors such as 
the Ba l l i Kombëtar , Legal i tet i , Abaz K u p i , the 
bands of Shevqet Vë r l a c i and the 'chiefs' of 
D ib ra who col laborate d irect ly w i t h the Ge r ­
man Command here. We do not accept orders 
f rom anybody about l iberat ing our Homeland 
f rom the occupiers and traitors. A l ban i a is our 
Homeland and the people are the masters of it. 
If B r i t a i n has fr iends, these must be f r om our 
side; those who are w i t h the Germans are our 
enemies and enemies of our allies, therefore we 
shal l f ight them to the end. We regret to te l l 
you that we cannot accept your request.» Th is is 
how we concluded our reply. 

I summoned Pa lmer , acquainted h im w i t h 
the content of our letter of reply and handed it 
to h im. «That 's another slap in the face of the 
Br i t ish,» I said to myself . The i r ideas and aims 
were clear to us and this f lagrant interference 
in our affairs, in part icu lar , proved that we were 
right. 

Meanwh i l e I wrote to the comrades of the 
1st D iv i s ion that Genera l Wi l son was cont inu ing 
his pressure to stop the f ight ing against Aba z 
K u p i and to br ing about reconci l iat ion w i t h h im 
and that we had resolutely rejected his pressure. I 
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also in formed them that Ba z i had been inv i ted to 
go to Italy. He had agreed and was prepar ing to 
go by sea, wh i l e we agreed in pr inc ip le to go 
to ta lks in B a r i about co l laborat ing w i t h the a l ­
lies, but in no way wou ld we go there to­
gether w i t h Aba z K u p i . «Cont inue you r attacks 
on the forces of Legal i tet i ,» I ordered them. «Ma t 
and D i b r a must be traversed several t imes and 
the forests thoroughly searched, wh i l e the reac­
t ionary chiefs of D i b r a must be attacked just as 
f iercely.» 

We were rece iv ing a great deal of i n f o rma­
t ion about the movements of B r i t i s h off icers. 
M c Lean was t rave l l ing a l l over the No r t h o f A l ­
bania and l ikewise Smi th , who was attached to 
the Staff of the 1st D iv i s ion of our army. They 
gathered in fo rmat ion and organized meetings 
w i t h the react ionary chiefs. However , what con­
cerned me most was our lack of t ight security. 
We had captured Ge rman documents wh i ch 
described the posit ions of our brigades in detai l . 
I was also aware that somebody was feeding i n ­
format ion on secret matters to the B r i t i s h of­
ficers, especial ly Ma jo r Sm i th . L i r i Gega was an 
admirer of Sm i th . Amongs t other things, he en­
couraged her careerism, w i t h wh i ch she was badly 
infected even w i thout his encouragement, as we l l 
as her unheal thy ambi t ion, especial ly for p romo­
t ion to general on wh i ch she had her eye and 
had said exp l i c i t l y : «Why can't women be gen-
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erals, too?» L i r i Gega had a crush on Smi th , 
about whom she f requent ly sa id: «He's a clever 
devi l .» Apparent ly , they «cr ied on each other's 
shoulders.» 

L i r i Gega had the habit of us ing uncoded 
radiograms w i t h us of the Genera l Staff, i n f o rm­
ing us openly where she was, what she was doing, 
etc., and I took the opportuni ty to point out to 
her wha t could occur as a result of carelessness 
and lack of secrecy. I wrote to her: «In a top 
secret rad iogram I in formed you about the crea­
t ion of the 1st A r m y Corps and instructed you 
that this should be announced only when the 
6th Br igade and the staff of the 2nd D iv i s ion 
ar r ived there, wh i le Smi th , the B r i t i sh off icer 
attached to you, learned this immediate ly.» I 
asked her to i n fo rm me urgent ly f rom whom the 
B r i t i sh off icer had obtained this in format ion. 
She d id not reply. W i t h a second rad iogram I 
ordered her to rep ly to me on th is matter. F i na l l y 
she in formed me that Tuk Jakova, the commissar 
of the 1st D iv i s ion, had g iven the B r i t i sh major 
the in fo rmat ion about the format ion of the 1st 
A r m y Corps. As was proved later, however, L i r i 
had to ld h i m this f i rst and Tuk later. 

Once again I issued a clear order about re la­
tions w i t h the fore ign missions, repeated that 
only the author ized persons should mainta in 
contact w i t h them and not anybody at a l l , and 

279 



these author ized persons must be very cautious 
in their conversations w i t h them. I instructed 
the command of the 1st D iv i s ion not to enter into 
conversat ion w i t h the B r i t i sh off icers attached to 
Aba z K u p i and other react ionary forces, and 
i f they captured them, to send them under pa r ­
t isan escort to our Genera l Staff. I pointed out 
to this Command, especial ly to L i r i Gega, who 
wi thout our knowledge had inv i ted Mc Lean to 
talks, «Since you have inv i ted h im, don't b r ing 
h im to the Staff on this occasion, but cut short 
your conversat ion w i t h h im.» 

A few days after our rep ly to the note, A i r 
V i ce -Marsha l E l l iot , commander of the Ba l kan 
A i r Force, on behalf of the Supreme A l l i e d 
Med i ter ranean Commander , Genera l Wi l son, 
sent me a message, no longer in the fo rm of 
an order and a threat l i ke the note, but in a d i ­
p lomat ic tone, in wh i ch the question of cut t ing 
off aid was passed over in silence, wh i le the send­
ing of our representatives to B a r i to discuss the 
s ituat ion in A l ban i a w i t h his staff was made the 
centra l issue. He no longer made Aba z Kup i ' s pa r ­
t ic ipat ion a condit ion for the talks, either. F ina l l y , 
s t i l l in d ip lomat ic language, he asked that I should 
head the delegation. Apparen t l y our categorical 
reply had obl iged them to reflect and they had 
made a tact ical retreat wh i ch must not pu t us to 
sleep. The fox never forgets its craft. 

We decided to send a delegation to Ba r i . We 
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also discussed the questions wh i c h should be 
raised. We appointed three people headed by Co ­
lonel Bed r i Spah iu . We summoned the three and 
gave them clear-cut orders. «You are to go there 
as representatives of the Genera l Command of 
our Nat iona l L ibera t ion A r m y and w i l l fo l low 
their tact ic: you w i l l discuss only mi l i ta ry ques­
tions and not po l i t i ca l problems,» we to ld them. 
We made clear to them on what condit ions they 
should ta lk and instructed them to leave no room 
for any equivocat ion. «You w i l l conduct your ­
selves as representatives of a wor thy a rmy wh i ch 
has d isp layed hero ism in our common wa r against 
the Ax i s , and in the talks you w i l l reflect its per­
fect organizat ion and the strategy and tactics 
worked out by its Genera l Command. R ight f rom 
the start you w i l l put f o rward these requests: 
Recognit ion by the all ies of the Nat iona l L i be ra ­
t ion F ron t as the only organizat ion wh i ch is 
f ight ing the Ge rman occupiers in A l ban i a ; re­
cognit ion of the Nat iona l L ibera t ion A r m y as 
the people's a rmy and the only one wh i ch is f ight­
ing the occupiers; recognit ion of it as an al l ied 
army; recognit ion of the Ant i - fasc ist Nat iona l 
L iberat ion Commit tee as the Prov i s iona l Gove rn ­
ment for the A l ban i an people for the per iod of the 
war ; acceptance of a permanent m i l i t a ry delega­
t ion of the Genera l Staff of the Nat iona l L i be ra ­
t ion A r m y at the A l l i ed Med i ter ranean Head ­
quarters. 
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«Insistence on supp ly ing our a rmy w i t h wa r 
mater ia l w i l l be one of the fundamenta l prob­
lems,» we to ld the delegation. «You must make 
clear to them that we demand this as an ob l iga­
t ion wh i ch results f r om our contr ibut ion and 
their promise made pub l i c l y to part ic ipants in 
the anti-fascist coal i t ion and not as char i ty. Y o u 
must stress to them once again that there must 
be no attempt to use the supp ly of m i l i t a r y m a ­
terials in order to put pressure on the Na t iona l 
L iberat ion F ron t w i t h the a im of d iver t ing i t 
f rom its po l i t i ca l and m i l i t a ry l ine. F ina l l y , you 
must insist that they w i t hd r aw the i r miss ion at­
tached to Abaz Kup i . » 

These were the tasks w i t h wh i c h the N a ­
t iona l L iberat ion Genera l Counc i l and the Genera l 
Staff of the Nat iona l L ibera t ion A r m y charged 
our m i l i t a ry delegation. 

The ta lks at B a r i between our delegat ion 
and the delegation of the A l l i e d Med i ter ranean 
Headquarters commenced at the end of J u l y of 
1944 and cont inued through August . I ma inta ined 
cont inuous communicat ion w i t h our delegation 
and fo l lowed the ta lks attent ively. 

The delegat ion of the A l l i e d Headquarters, 
wh i ch was headed by the B r i t i sh Lo rd , L t . Co ­
lonel Harcour t and the Ame r i c an H a r r y Fu l t z , 
avoided our demands and put pressure on our 
representatives to make them accept the cond i ­
t ions wh i ch they presented. Great pressure was 
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exerted on our delegat ion especial ly in connec­
t ion w i t h the question of the d is t r ibut ion of 
weapons. They insisted that only the B r i t i sh mis­
sions in A l ban i a should do this and not our Gen ­
e ra l Staff. They had made a s imi lar demand a year 
earl ier, when M c L e a n was attached to us. Ma t ­
ters reached such a po int that they threatened 
they wou ld break off the talks. Unde r these 
threats Bed r i Spah iu wavered and sent me a r a ­
d iogram in wh i c h he sa id: «We insist that you 
author ize us to conclude the agreement on the 
B r i t i sh condit ions,» because, according to h im, 
wha t had been achieved was wor thwh i le . 

I rep l ied immediate ly, te l l ing h im not to 
wave r in ca r ry ing out the tasks w i t h wh i ch we 
had charged h im . «The B r i t i sh condit ions are not 
so favourable that you should insist so strongly 
on accept ing them,» I repl ied to Bed r i . «The 
break ing off of relat ions wou ld not be good, but 
f i rst of al l , y ou must f ight to safeguard the inde­
pendence of our Staff. T r y to have the fo l lowing 
condi t ion accepted: Some of the mater ia l should 
be d istr ibuted by our Staff, where its strategy 
and tactics requi re this, wh i l e the remainder 
should l ikewise be distr ibuted by th is Staff, but 
in consultat ion w i t h the head of the miss ion in A l ­
bania. Meanwh i l e the actions w i l l be carr ied out 
after our Genera l Staf f has studied them and 
found them possible. Make clear to them once 
and for a l l that only our Genera l Staff and 
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nobody else makes the decisions here.» I aga in 
instructed h im to insist that the B r i t i sh w i t hd r aw 
their missions attached to Aba z K u p i and the 
other traitors, and to te l l them that only in th is 
way could trust between us be bui l t . «Do not 
accept lengthy discussion on this matter,» I stres­
sed. 

Fo l l ow ing these instruct ions the talks recom­
menced. Bed r i Spah iu , very pleased w i t h himself, 
reported that, in the end, the general out l ine of 
an agreement had been reached under wh i ch our 
Nat iona l L ibera t ion A r m y was recognized as 
the on ly a rmy wh i ch was f ight ing the Germans 
in A l ban i a and the all ies undertook to supp ly i t 
w i t h armaments and other m i l i t a ry materials, 
a l though as is known , they never fu l l y carr ied 
out this agreement. He also reported that the p ro ­
posal that a permanent delegat ion of the Genera l 
Staff o f the A l ban i an Nat iona l L ibera t ion A r m y 
should be attached to the A l l i e d Headquarters at 
B a r i had been accepted, wh i l e the demand for 
recognit ion of the Ant i - fasc is t Nat iona l L i be r a ­
t ion Commit tee as a P rov i s iona l Government had 
not been accepted by the Supreme Commande r 
of the A l l i e d Med i ter ranean Forces. In regard 
to the miss ion attached to Aba z K u p i they had 
demanded fur ther proofs al legedly to conv ince 
themselves whether or not i t should be w i t h ­
drawn, whi le the agreement inc luded no decision 
on the other problems. 
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Since they d id not want to w i t hd r aw their 
miss ion attached to Aba z K u p i , now i t was our 
t u rn to act. 

I immediate ly summoned the B r i t i sh l ia ison 
off icer, attached to the Genera l Staf f of our army, 
Capta in Lyon , and communicated to h im of f i c ia l -
ly: 

«The bandi t Abaz K u p i and his associates, 
in col laborat ion w i t h the Germans, are attack ing 
us w i t h arms. They are sworn enemies of the 
people and we sha l l f ight them as such. W i t h 
Abaz K u p i there is a B r i t i sh po l i t i ca l -mi l i tary 
miss ion headed by L t . — Co l M c Lean and Cap­
ta in Ame r y . They have become col laborators w i t h 
Abaz K u p i and other reactionaries in the organ­
izat ion and leadership of react ionary forces against 
the Nat iona l L ibera t ion F ron t and the Nat iona l 
L iberat ion A r m y . The i r hosti le wo rk is so open 
that Mc Lean and his colleagues were present, 
arms in hand, in the f ight ing wh i c h the bands 
of Aba z K u p i waged against the part isan forces. 

«This we have pointed out to you many 
t imes and have demanded that you put an end to 
such a s i tuat ion. Y o u do not want to take any 
measures in regard to this cyn ica l and v i l la inous 
act, therefore I am of f i c ia l ly communicat ing to 
you the decision of the Genera l Command of the 
A l ban i an Nat iona l L iberat ion A r m y : 'If the B r i ­
t i sh off icers who stay w i t h Aba z K u p i are k i l led 
in the f ight ing to w i pe out h i m and his band, we 
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accept no responsibi l i ty for this. We shal l make no 
dist inct ion between the B r i t i sh off icers and band ­
its l ike Aba z K u p i . I f we capture your off icers, 
we shal l not hand them over to you, but w i l l 
hold them as prisoners of wa r and hand them 
over to the part isan court for t r i a l as wa r c r i ­
minals who have col laborated w i t h the enemy' .» 
I stood up and said to the B r i t i sh Cap ta in : «That 
is a l l I have to communicate to you.» 

The Captain 's face was death ly pale. 
«Genera l Hoxha,» he said, «this is a harsh 

and ve ry dangerous decision. I th ink you ought 
to w i t hd raw it.» 

«I sha l l not w i t hd raw one comma f r om it,» 
I said. «It is up to you to w i t hd r aw your missions 
f rom the tra i tor col laborators.» 

«Mr. Hoxha , I th ink you have been mis ­
in formed, because McLean ' s miss ion could never 
work against you. Let us t ry to clear up the 
matter.» 

«What we say is absolutely true. There is 
no question of mis informat ion,» I to ld the B r i t i sh 
officer. «Transmit th is to you r command and let 
it th ink what it l ikes, but make clear to it that I 
sha l l not budge f r om my decision. W h y do we 
not make such an accusation against M r . Pa lmer , 
you, or any other B r i t i sh off icer? Y o u r command 
has not thoroughly studied the true reasons for 
this decision and the real facts wh i ch we have 
presented about these persons on several occa-
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sions, therefore our decision w i l l not be altered 
and cannot be h indered. We shal l cont inue the 
wa r against our common enemies. Y o u do not 
l i ke wha t I have said to you, because you are 
not used to hav ing such things said to you about 
you r off icers who are act ing in this way. Bu t 
you should not forget that nei ther do we A l b an i ­
ans a l low anybody to c l imb on our backs. I agree 
w i t h you that we should ma in ta in sincere re la ­
tions, because th is is in the interests of both 
sides, but I do not accept in any way that you 
should give mora l and mater ia l support and 
assistance to our enemies, the tools of the oc­
cupiers.» 

«I sha l l t ransmit your decision to my Gen ­
era l Headquarters immediate ly,» said Lyon , and 
he took his leave and left. 

Th is was the «McLean incident», i f we can 
cal l i t that. 

As our delegation at B a r i reported to me, 
Capta in L y o n had t ransmit ted this u l t imatum 
that very n ight to his Genera l Headquarters, 
wh i ch was great ly a larmed and immediate ly 
made it the subject of a discussion in the Com­
miss ion for Po l i t i ca l Questions. The day after 
this news arr ived, A i r V i ce-marsha l E l l io t had 
summoned our delegation and in the presence 
of representatives of M cM i l l a n , the resident m i n ­
ister, the representat ive of M u r p h y in Ba r i , 
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L o r d Harcourt , Pa lmer and several others, had 
read the rad iogram received f r om Capta in L y on . 
He told our delegation that th is announcement 
had stunned them and they st i l l d id not under ­
stand w h y a l l this fuss was be ing made at a t ime 
when in the agreement concluded, the question 
of Abaz K u p i had been left fo r fu r the r discus­
sion. Then he in formed them of his answer, w i t h 
the instruct ion that they should t ransmit i t to 
me. Amongst other things he said that he could 
not permi t such demands for the w i t hd r awa l 
of a l l ied officers, and even less, that they should 
be captured by force and brought to t r i a l by 
the part isan m i l i t a ry court; that I must w i t hd r aw 
the accusations and threats and give a f u l l gua­
rantee that no measures wou ld be taken against 
the al l ied off icers in A l ban i a ; that i f they d id not 
get this guarantee they wou ld not car ry out the 
condit ions of the agreement and that in operat ing 
w i t h K u p i , L t — C o l o n e l M c L e a n was s imp ly car­
ry ing out the orders he had received, and f ina l ly , 
w i t h a d ip lomat ic twist, E l l io t said that in these 
circumstances he had no alternat ive but to keep 
the A l ban i an delegation in Ba r i , w i thout restr ict­
ing its f reedom of movement, un t i l this question 
was solved sat isfactori ly. 

A i r V i ce -marsha l E l l io t to ld our delegation 
that Capta in L y o n wou ld be in fo rmed about these 
matters in order to make them k n o w n to Genera l 
Hoxha , wi thout enter ing into discussion w i t h 
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h im, in order to avoid g iv ing rise to fur ther 
misunderstanding. Bed r i Spah iu br ie f ly t ransmi t ­
ted a l l this to me immediate ly, and f ina l ly , 
f r ightened by the s i tuat ion created, he wrote in 
the f o rm of a reproach: «You are not fu l l y i n ­
fo rmed about the cordia l agreement we have 
concluded here,» and cont inued peremptor i ly , «if 
the content of Capt. Lyon ' s rad iogram is ident ica l 
w i t h what you to ld h im, declare that your 
demand is w i thd rawn.» 

I issued a c lear-cut order for the delegation 
to leave immediate ly for the Homeland. The A l ­
l ied Med i te r ranean Command d id not dare take 
any fu r ther act ion. Faced w i t h our determina­
t ion, it was obl iged to f i nd a modus vivendi: the 
delegation wou ld be permit ted to leave (1), but P a l ­
mer wou ld come, too, to discuss the questions 
d irect ly w i t h me. They sent the delegation by 
sea, wh i l e the B r i t i sh off icer dropped in by para­
chute the same day that the delegation reached 
our Staff. 

Pa lme r came and ta lked w i t h us. H i s op in ­
ions were more moderate than those E l l io t ex -

1 Bari sent a very urgent radiogram to Caserta and Foreign 
Office on August 29, 1944, wh ich among other things said: 
«4...it was agreed it would be expedient not to insist on our 
decision whi le L.N.C. delegates here, firstly because Hoxha 
might use this step on our part as an excuse for action against 
own personnel in A lban ia . . .» (FO 371/43552-3277, PRO. Taken 
from the photocopy of the original in the AIH, Tirana.) 
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pressed to our delegation in Ba r i . He to ld me 
that McLean and A m e r y woud be summoned to 
Ba r i to report on the question that had been 
raised. However , the B r i t i sh d id not w i t hd raw 
McLean ' s miss ion f r om Baz i i Canës. M c L e a n 
and Amery , who p layed the role of the eminence 
grise* remained w i t h Baz i i Canës un t i l they 
were near ly captured by our part isans. 

At the beginn ing of the au tumn of 1944, 
the part isan forces in the No r t h were scor ing 
one success after another. We were prepar ing to 
attack T i rana . The Red A r m y was d r i v i ng into 
the Balkans, closing the Germans ' roads back to 
the i r la i r . N o w they were in the i r f i na l decl ine, 
and hav ing lost a l l hope, were t r y i ng only to 
save the i r necks. In these condit ions react ion, 
urged by the Br i t i sh , thought that i t should p lay 
the o ld game wh i c h i t had t r ied one year ear l ier, 
when fascist Italy capitulated, that is, the farce 
of going out to the mountains, and it had been 
advised to do th is by the B r i t i sh off icers attached 
to Abaz K u p i . Even the heads o f the Ba l l i K o m -
bëtar, the quis l ing regents and other react ionaries 
could see that the Ge rman horse was at its last 
gasp and they were doing every th ing possible 
to place themselves under the w i ng of the Ang l o -
Amer icans . 

Acco rd ing to the in format ion that reached 

* French in the original. 
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us, at the meet ing wh i ch they had w i t h Mc Lean 
at the Mazha v i l lage of the K r u j a distr ict, he had 
la id down certa in condit ions. F i r s t of a l l , they 
must put aside thei r quarrels w i t h one another and 
create a common bloc against the Nat iona l L i ­
berat ion Front , they must «go out to the moun ­
tains» in order to gain credit among the people 
so that the B r i t i s h could just i fy the aid they 
wou ld give them. Acco rd ing to them, this wou ld 
open the prospect of the creat ion of a «nat ional 
government», wh i ch wou ld f ight against the 
Germans! The f i rst steps in this farce were taken. 
Immediate ly after the meeting, F i q r i D ine re­
signed P reng P rev i z i placed himself under the 
command of Aba z K u p i , who was to be the com­
mander of the joint forces. They even la id out the 
«plan» of going to the mountains. A so-cal led 
government was formed in the «mounta in» of 
Preza, and they shared out the «posts»: head of 
government — M i tha t Frashër i , foreign min ister 
— Mehd i Frashër i , min is ter of justice — Thoma 
Orol logai and so on. J an i D i l o and other «fathers 
of the nat ion» were appointed to var ious posts. 
In this t i l t ing at w indmi l l s a l l the i r hopes were 
p inned on the «staff» w i th Aba z K u p i as the 
commander- in-chief . 

The B r i t i sh understood that the «bold 
spir its» who made up th is pack of rabbits wou ld 
not achieve anyth ing, but nevertheless decided 
to make use of them, because even they might 
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serve their plans. It was not w i thout a purpose 
that they chose the K ru ja -Dur rës - I shëm zone in 
wh i ch to concentrate the «army» of the jo int 
bloc. It was not w i thout purpose that they or ­
dered Aba z K u p i and his horde to l iberate Dur rës 
and Cape Rodon. By «l iberat ing» this zone f r om 
the Germans, who were w i thd raw ing , the B r i t i sh 
wanted to prepare the ter ra in for a land ing f r om 
the sea. It was not for noth ing that the «govern-
ment» was establ ished in Preza, wh i ch is close 
to T i rana, and in any eventual i ty , i t wou ld be 
poised to make a «t r iumpha l» entry to the ca­
p i ta l . 

In the Nor th , the B r i t i sh off icer S imcox was 
prepar ing an alternat ive move w i t h Ga n i K r y e ­
z iu, the feudal l o rd of Kosova . If the «nat ional 
government» of P reza fai led, i t wou ld be Gan i 
K r y e z i u who wou ld fo rm the «nat ional govern­
ment» i n wh i ch Muha r r em Ba j rak ta r i , G j on M a r -
kagjon i and other refuse wou ld take part ; in 
the opposite case, this wou ld be done by reaching 
agreement w i t h Abaz K u p i and M i tha t F rashër i . 
As the feudal lo rd of Kosova had been disarmed 
and handed over to the Yugoslavs, the i r on ly re­
ma in ing hopes were p inned on Abaz K u p i . I t 
must not be left unment ioned, either, that the 
proposal of the A l l i e d Med i te r ranean Headquar ­
ters to drop «special ized troops» by parachute 
on the outskirts of T i rana, in Peza and Dars ia , 
was part of this co-ordinated plan. 
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However , nei ther the Br i t i sh , nor the reac­
t ionaries w h o m they had taken under their p ro ­
tection, were able to outwi t our Par ty . It watched 
al l these actions closely and took energetic mea­
sures. I in fo rmed a l l the regional committees, and 
especial ly Comrade Gogo Nush i in T i rana, and 
the Command of the 1st A r m y Corps about these 
enemy manoeuvres. I to ld them that a s i tuat ion 
s imi lar to that at the t ime of the capitu lat ion of 
Italy was be ing created. The traitors were f i r ing 
a few shots to give the Ang lo -Amer i cans an 
excuse to support them. I instructed them to 
distr ibute leaflets say ing that M i tha t Frashër i , 
Abaz K u p i , Mehd i Frashër i , A l i Kë l c y ra , F i q r i 
Dine, Le f Nosi , and their other col laborators were 
traitors and wou ld be put on t r ia l as such. I i n ­
structed that leaflets should be issued appeal ing 
to those who had been deceived and mis led to 
surrender and jo in the ranks of the Nat iona l L i ­
berat ion A r m y . I issued a special order to the 
Staff of the A r m y Corps to attack react ion w i t h ­
out mercy. 

The general offensive began. In ear ly Sep­
tember, the 1st Br igade attacked K r u j a , routed 
the Ge rman garr ison and the react ionary bands, 
burnt Aba z Kup i ' s house, and together w i t h a 
battal ion of the 3rd Br igade marched on Preza 
to attack the «staff» of reaction and to prevent 
i t f rom escaping f r om the rat-holes in wh i ch i t 
was cower ing. At the end of August the 4th B r i -
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gade moved into M i rd i t a , burnt the manor-house 
of G jon Markag jon i , advanced into Lu ra , and 
cleared this region of reactionaries. A f t e r sett l ing 
accounts w i t h Muha r r em Ba j rak ta r i i n L uma , 
the 5th Br igade marched towards the H igh lands 
of G jakova . The other brigades in var ious zones 
of the country acted s imi lar ly . 

The fur ious attack by our a rmy on the Ge r ­
mans and reactionaries also caused confus ion 
among the po l i t i ca l circles in London that were 
interested in A lban ia . N o w the B r i t i sh had no 
alternat ive but to enter into direct contact w i t h 
the Ge rman Command so that its troops wou ld 
surrender to them. The Intel l igence Serv ice 
charged the B r i t i sh Ma jo r Neel , based in Shko -
dra, w i t h this task. We had suspected that they 
were up to something of this sort, but it was the 
test imony of the Ge rman off icer He lmu th Mau th , 
whom we captured, that made the whole game 
clear to us. Acco rd ing to h im, through an agent of 
the Gestapo, Neel had made contact w i t h the com­
mand of the Ge rman 21st A r m y Corps and had 
proposed on behalf of the B r i t i sh government 
that the Ge rman troops should not w i t hd r aw 
un t i l the B r i t i sh forces had landed, that a jo int 
staff of the two armies should be created, and 
thus they should f ight together against the pa r ­
tisans. He had proposed to the Ge rman C o m ­
mand in A l ban i a that after the Nat iona l L i b e r a ­
t ion A r m y was defeated, a l l the possibi l i t ies 
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wou ld be prov ided for the Ge rman troops to 
re tu rn to the i r country. The Ge rman Genera l 
F i t z tum, who considered these promises were 
based on doomed hopes and moreover put no 
trust in the «magnan imi ty» of the «Br i t i sh L ion», 
had sent the B r i t i sh off icer the st i f f -necked reply 
that he took orders only f r om his command and 
carr ied out only its orders. 

The B r i t i sh off icers made such demands 
several times, but the Ang l o -Ge rman l i nk -up and 
col laborat ion was stopped in its tracks by the 
part isan r i f le, wh i ch d id not a l low the Ang l o -
Amer i cans t ime to land at Cape Rodon or the 
Germans to cont inue the i r resistance. Thus, the 
Nat iona l L ibera t ion A r m y b lew up these plans 
of the B r i t i sh , too. 

Ou r Pa r t y smashed to smithereens the plans 
of the imper ia l ists who a imed to enslave A lban ia . 
The plans of the «fathers of the nat ion» also 
ended up in the rubb ish b in . A l b i o n put these 
people in a few boats and took them abroad to 
save the i r necks f r om the anger of the people, 
who emerged t r iumphant over the Ita l ian and 
Ge rman occupiers, over the Zogites, Bal l ists, and 
quisl ings, and over the agents of the B r i t i sh I n ­
tel l igence Serv ice and the Amer i can OSS, in 
order to use them later as spies, saboteurs and 
assassins against A l ban i a . 

In his second venture in A lban ia , as chief 
of the B r i t i sh miss ion attached to Abaz K u p i 
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and other traitors, w h o m the B r i t i sh could not 
a l low to fa l l in the hands of our forces (1) , M c L e a n 
suffered another ignominious defeat. One dark 
October night, a torpedo boat p i cked h i m up 
somewhere on the coast and took h i m to Italy, 
never to return. H i s departure and the f l ight 
of the chiefs of react ion left the f lock of Lega l i ­
tet i and the Ba l l i Kombë ta r in complete disarray. 
Some surrendered, others f led, wh i l e st i l l others 
lay low in the forests and mountains, as ins t ruc­
ted by thei r «shepherds», to await fu r ther orders. 
Th is last group was to comprise the contingent of 
bands wh i c h committed cr imes against the new 
people's power after L ibe ra t ion un t i l they were 
crushed by the i ron fist of the people and the 
Defence D iv i s ion . 

1. A radiogram from Bar i on October 28, 1944 sent to the 
Secretary of State at Caserta says: 

«Abas Kup i has asked to be evacuated from A lban ia wi th 
his 2 sons and 3 personal followers. 
2...I submit the strongest recommendation that his request 
be granted. 

3. He has been of considerable service to the A l l i ed cause 
since June 1940, has had a Br i t ish Mission w i th h im from 
August 1943, and his name has come to be closely associated 
w i th Eng l and . . . that I do not believe that he could be 
abandoned to his fate without considerable loss to Br i t ish 
prestige.» (Telegram N° 372, FO 371/43566-3517. PRO. Taken 

from the photocopy of the original in the AIH, Tirana.) 
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VI 

T H R E E A T T E M P T S AT L A N D I N G — T H R E E 
FAILURES 

A new head of the British mission with a 
«more sympathetic» appearance. Aid: «Much ado 
about nothing.» Palmer's first «success». Ulti­
matum: Either supplies of weapons or clear out! 
Radiogram from the fighting front: the Kryeziu 
brothers, the British officer Simcox and Fundo 
— prisoners of the partisans. An Anglo-Titoite 
«coincidence». Proposal for concrete aid: «Let 
us drop commandos at Peza, Ishëm and Darsia 
to liberate Tirana!» «No, Mr. Palmer, never!» 
Second attempt: at Spile. The third failure: at 
Saranda. 

Ou r war against the Ge rman occupiers and 
the local reactionaries who col laborated w i t h 
them was rag ing f iercely and had assumed wide 
proport ions. At this t ime, the spr ing of 1944, 
general ly speaking, the operat ional in i t iat ive had 
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passed in the hands of our Nat iona l L ibera t ion 
A r m y . (1) I t had emerged f r om the f ierce f ight ing 
and countless pr ivat ions of the w in te r 1943-1944 
toughened and better prepared for stern battles 
against the occupiers and their tools in A l ban i a . 
On the order of the Genera l Staff i t had launched 
the general offensive wh i ch is k n o w n as the 
«Spr ing Offensive». Besides the battal ions and 
çetas, shock brigades — power fu l commands, had 
been formed and their operations against the 
enemy were a lways c rowned w i t h v ic tory. In a l l 
the l iberated zones nat ional l iberat ion councils, 
wh i ch operated vigorously, as organs of the peo­
ple's state power, had been formed. In the oc­
cupied zones, too, and even in the cities, under­
ground nat ional l iberat ion counci ls had been 
created as f ight ing organs wh i ch un i ted a l l the 
anti-fascist popu lar forces and assisted the N a ­
t ional L ibera t ion War . 

The quis l ing governments fe l l one after the 
other l ike au tumn leaves. The place of people 
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who had compromised themselves w i t h the I ta l ­
ians was taken by those who had worked under 
cover, the chiefs of the Ba l l i Kombë ta r and other 
react ionary trends, who took part in the Re ­
gency, the government and other top quis l ing 
organs set up by the occupiers, and hence became 
open quisl ings. 

H i t le r i te Ge rmany knew that i t had lost the 
war . It had to protect the forces wh i ch it had 
in A l ban i a f r om our ceaseless attacks. L ikewise, 
i t had to w i t hd r aw the forces it had in Greece, 
and hence to keep open the roads for their w i t h ­
d rawa l , wh i c h were under attack by our brigades 
and divis ions. F o r this reason the Germans 
launched part ia l and general offensives against 
us, spreading terror and devastating whole 
regions. The occupiers had the support of the A l ­
ban ian react ion: the Bal l ists, the Zogites, the 
bajraktars, the quis l ings — former ly pro-Ital ian, 
now p ro -German , w i t h w h o m they had reached 
agreement to jo in forces and w ipe out the com­
munists and the Nat iona l L iberat ion A r m y . Reac­
t ion assisted its a l ly — Germany, the naz i army, 
and at the same t ime t r ied to prepare for the 
«future», that is, to seize power when the Ge r ­
man forces departed. 

Wh i l e wag ing unre lent ing wa r on the enemy 
we kept v ig i lant watch on the manoeuvres of 
the quisl ings, the Ba l l i Kombë ta r and the Zogites; 
we repl ied to the i r actions w i t h arms, w i t h armed 
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counter-attacks, and defeated thei r plans through 
intensive propaganda among the people, in op­
posit ion to the Ge rman propaganda wh i ch loud ly 
proc la imed that Ge rmany had a lways been and 
always wou ld be a f r i end of the A l ban i an people, 
that the Ge rman a rmy was only here in transit 
and that a l l of its actions were undertaken to 
strengthen the freedom and independence of A l ­
ban ia ! This demagogy was accompanied w i t h a l ­
legedly «A lban ian» measures — w i t h the « N a -
t ional Assembly», w i t h the organizat ion of the 
«A lban ian gendarmerie», because the «A lban ian 
fascist m i l i t i a was not A lban ian», etc., etc. 

The B r i t i sh had suffered defeats in the i r 
intr igues. Seeing that the i r p lans were being con­
sistently discovered and foi led, they thought they 
could improve the s i tuat ion by dropp ing us a 
few more weapons. Bu t we d id not fa l l for the i r 
t r i ckery. I advised the commissars and the com­
manders: «You must cherish no i l lus ion, no 
hopes, and no belief that the B r i t i sh are going to 
drop us weapons. We must have fa i th in our ­
selves, in the Par ty , in the people and in our 
Nat iona l L iberat ion War . We must attack the 
enemy, smash i t and capture arms, ammun i ­
t ion, c loth ing and food. Th is is the only way that 
we w i l l ensure stores of arms. We expect noth ing 
f rom heaven. We w i l l continue to demand wea ­
pons f rom the B r i t i sh as our allies, but a l l they 
drop us count for noth ing in our great war.» 
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In meetings I expla ined to the commissars: «Whi le 
the B r i t i sh and the Amer i cans are our all ies in 
this war , because they are f ight ing the Germans, 
we must never th ink that they sincerely support 
our war . They do not want to a rm us, because 
they know that by doing so they are d igging the 
grave for the i r real fr iends. They want us to 
fo ld our arms, to stop f ight ing and be weak, so 
that they can thoroughly enslave us tomorrow.» 
Therefore I issued the ca l l for f ight ing, relent­
less f ight ing, correct pol icy, revolut ionary d ip lo­
macy and vigi lance, v ig i lance! 

Two or three months after Genera l Davies 
was taken prisoner, B r i t a i n sought permiss ion 
to send another representative to our Genera l 
Staff, a Ma j o r Pa lmer , who was promoted a l i t t le 
la ter to L t . -Co lone l . I author ized this and in A p r i l 
1944 he was dropped by parachute in the region 
of Ko r ça , i f I 'm not mistaken. He was accom­
pan ied by his chief of staff, a radio operator and 
some other off icer. 

As we saw later f r om the att i tude Pa lmer 
adopted, he had been instructed to present a 
«more sympathet ic» appearance, that is, to avoid 
appear ing as cunn ing and arrogant as McLean , 
or al legedly the p la in soldier l i ke the Genera l , 
who proved to be not at a l l the soldier he 
c la imed to be up t i l l the moment he surrendered 
to the Germans. 

Pa lme r was a l l smiles when he met me. He 

301 



was a man about 40, f i t - look ing, w i t h c lear-cut 
features, and intel l igent smi l ing eyes. A f t e r we 
exchanged greetings, he told me that he had come 
to replace Genera l Davies at the Supreme Staff 
of the Par t i san A r m y and to contr ibute his m a x i ­
mum to the strengthening of the f r iendsh ip be­
tween our two countries and armies wh i ch were 
all ies against the same enemy, H i t le r i te Germany , 
and other such h igh- f lown but worthless words. 
I repl ied in general terms, too. I also asked h im if 
the B r i t i sh intended to assist us w i t h weapons 
and c lothing, wh i ch was a ve ry important issue 
for us, but wh i ch , I to ld Pa lmer , «you forgot to 
mention.» I also gave h i m a short account of the 
smal l amount of aid wh i ch they had g iven us. 

«Your Shakespeare,» I to ld h im, «wrote a 
comedy cal led Much Ado About Nothing. H o w ­
ever, this performance that is going on today 
to the detr iment of a people th i rs t ing for f reedom 
goes beyond the bounds of comedy or d rama 
and is a terr ib le tragedy. A sma l l people, l i ke 
ours, are f ight ing and sacr i f ic ing every th ing fo r 
v ic tory in this war . The on ly a id we ask f r om 
you is in weapons, noth ing else, wh i l e a l l you 
do is ta lk about i t and in fact we see ve ry 
very l itt le, almost noth ing of th is aid.» 

Pa lmer laughed, a l though he had been sm i l ­
ing the whole t ime. It seemed they had de l ibera­
tely selected this cheerfu l type in order to avo id 
any fur ther worsen ing of relat ions w i t h us. 
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«W i t h our land ing in Italy, I bel ieve we ' l l 
adjust this matter better. Y o u must understand 
our dif f icult ies,» Pa lmer tr ied to exp la in . 

In his att itude, conduct and way of speak­
ing, he was much more mature, cautious, serious, 
and sympathet ic than a l l the other B r i t i sh of­
f icers I met dur ing the war. He posed as if he 
sympath ized w i t h our war, a l though certa in ly 
he approved neither of our war, nor of our po l i t i ­
cal stand. Howeve r there was noth ing he could 
do about them and he d id not display this openly 
l i ke McLean , nor te l l f lagrant lies l ike Genera l 
Davies. 

On many occasions I had arguments w i t h 
Pa lmer , and even spoke angr i ly to h im about 
the stand of other B r i t i sh missions, the A l l i ed 
Med i te r ranean Headquarters and Genera l W i l ­
son, but Pa lmer a lways mainta ined his typ ica l 
Eng l i sh aplomb, took notes, thought carefu l ly 
before he spoke and repl ied to me tact fu l ly and 
d ip lomat ica l ly . 

Na tu ra l l y the question of weapons was a l ­
ways a source of discord between us. In fact, 
we had never p inned any hopes on gett ing arms 
f r om them and d id not real ly expect that they 
wou ld drop them to us, but we insisted on this 
quest ion in order to b r ing out the sabotage and 
other act iv i t ies wh i c h they t r ied to car ry out 
against us. 

The contradict ions that we had w i t h the 
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Br i t i sh over the inadequate supply of arms be­
came very acute. At long last Pa lmer came to 
me w i t h a proposal of the Med i te r ranean Head ­
quarters on this prob lem. As he put it, in order 
to solve the prob lem of arms supplies f r om the 
all ies proper ly and qu ick ly , the Med i te r ranean 
Headquarters proposed that we should send a 
mi l i t a ry delegation to B a r i and present our re­
quirements there. The comrades and I examined 
and discussed this proposal at length. 

I sent for Pa lmer and to ld h im of our dec i ­
s ion. He rejoiced at hav ing achieved this «suc-
cess» and said w i th satisfaction, «Now I believe 
that everyth ing w i l l be settled.» I was conv inced 
that noth ing wou ld be done. A n d in fact, i t turned 
out just as we had foreseen. As I wrote in the 
previous chapter, our delegation came back w i th 
noth ing but promises and empty hands. 

Pa lmer often felt himself hard-pressed and 
cou ld hard ly wa i t for the occasion when half a 
dozen r i f les were dropped in some region so that 
he could come to me a l l smiles to b r ing the good 
news. 

The Germans were rece iv ing mor ta l b lows 
on the Soviet front, wh i c h was the ma in f ront 
of the wa r and sealed the total defeat of H i t le r i te 
Ge rmany . The Red A r m y had advanced into the 
Ba lkans and was d r i v i ng towards the West. The 
Ang lo -Amer i cans had landed in Italy. The Ge r ­
m a n forces found themselves in di f f icul t ies in 
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the Apenn ine Peninsu la, wh i l e the al l ies advanced 
ve ry s lowly. Kesselr ing's armies were mak i ng 
a f ight ing retreat and apparent ly wanted to tu rn 
the A l p s into an impassable defence l ine. It had 
become v i r tua l l y impossible for the forces of the 
Ge rman a rmy deployed in Greece to rema in 
there any longer. The only possible routes for 
the i r w i t hd rawa l were th rough Macedonia and 
A l ban i a to l i n k up in Montenegro, Bosnia, S an -
djak, Serb ia, Croat ia , and S loven ia to reach A u s ­
t r ia where they wou ld uni te w i t h Kesselr ing's 
forces w i t hd r aw ing towards the A lps . 

M a k i n g a thorough analysis of the general 
wa r s i tuat ion, and foreseeing the situations that 
wou ld be created, our Genera l Staf f set the N a ­
t iona l L ibera t ion A r m y the important task of 
stepping up its m i l i t a r y attacks on the Ge rman -
Ba l l i s t forces. It also set the task that our shock 
brigades must be fu r ther toughened and better 
armed, that bigger m i l i t a ry units, d iv is ions and 
eventua l ly a rmy corps, must be created, because 
we ant ic ipated f ierce battles w i t h the Ge rman 
nazis, who, f ight ing desperately du r ing their 
retreat, wou ld launch savage offensives to weaken 
us and w ipe us out, in order to keep the routes 
open for the i r w i thd rawa l . 

At the same t ime, the Pa r t y foresaw that 
the day of v i c tory was not fa r off, therefore 
p re l im inary preparat ions had to be made for the 
l iberat ion of the Home land wh i ch was costing 
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us so much blood, tears and sacr i f ice. The nat ional 
l iberat ion counci ls had to be strengthened every­
where. It had also become imperat ive to ho ld 
a major congress at wh i ch important po l i t i ca l , 
organizat ional and m i l i t a ry decisions, in connec­
t ion w i t h the in terna l s i tuat ion and fore ign pol icy, 
wou ld be taken. The congress had to determine 
the legal f o rm of the people's state power, to set 
up the new state of people's democracy and con­
solidate its leadership. A n y attempt outside the 
country to f o rm some so-cal led A l ban i an govern­
ment in exi le, etc. had to be b locked legal ly 
through the unan imous decis ion of a great as­
sembly (the f i rst people's assembly) elected de­
mocrat ica l ly . 

We put these and other current problems 
before the P l enum of the Cen t ra l Commit tee of 
the Pa r t y wh i ch met in the midd le o f M a y in 
Helmës of Sk rapa r and wh i c h took the respective 
decisions and la id d own the guidel ines for the 
future. These guidel ines had to do w i t h cont inu­
ing the Nat iona l L ibera t ion W a r against the en ­
emy occupier and traitors more f ierce ly in order 
to dr ive ahead on a l l f ronts t i l l the i r complete de­
feat, t i l l the l iberat ion of the whole of A l b an i a 
and the setting up and consol idat ion of the state, 
administrat ive and legislat ive po l i t i ca l power, 
that is, the establ ishment of the state power of 
people's democracy throughout the who le coun­
try . These things were also put f o rwa rd and dis-
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cussed in the Congress of Pë rmet and were 
embodied in the decisions wh i c h i t took. 

These were major tasks. Of course, we knew 
and the Pa r t y had made clear to a l l the part isans 
and the people that the road was not s t rewn w i t h 
rose petals, that even more blood wou ld be shed, 
and we wou ld have to overcome many d i f f i cu l t ies 
and make st i l l more sacrif ices. We wou ld achieve 
a l l these th ings by f ight ing and the v i c tory wou ld 
come f r om the barre l of the gun and the correct, 
pr inc ip led, Marx i s t - Len in i s t po l icy of the Par ty . 

We were locked in a l i fe-and-death struggle 
w i t h the H i t le r i te a rmy and react ion, the two 
ma in enemies, whom we had to total ly defeat 
and l iqu idate together, once and for a l l . As I 
exp la ined earl ier, the reactionaries, the quisl ings, 
the Bal l ists, the Zogites, the bajraktars and the 
pseudo-democrats were f ight ing us w i t h arms 
together w i t h the Germans, w i t h the a im that 
when we had d r i ven the latter out of the country, 
react ion wou l d be organized and able to seize 
state power. These were moments when our N a ­
t iona l L ibera t ion A r m y had become very strong. 
React ion could see c lear ly that we were put t ing 
an end to the occupy ing forces and cou ld feel the 
ground s l ipp ing f r om under its feet. We were not 
on ly d r i v i ng the enemy out of our Homeland, but 
fo l low ing i t in hot pursuit, ca r ry ing the f ight 
beyond our state borders. 

The more the nazis suffered defeat and the 

307 



stronger the Na t iona l L ibera t ion W a r grew in 
our country and other countries, the more dan ­
gerous Ang l o -Amer i c an imper ia l i sm became. Th i s 
was a ferocious enemy. It was disguised w i t h 
democratic slogans and cal led itself «ant i- fasc-
ist», but in fact i t was perf id ious, operated power ­
fu l ly , a lways in disguise, and sought to t u r n 
the s i tuat ion to its advantage to establ ish its 
hegemony over the peoples of the wor l d . There 
were many who forgot this, who underest imated 
it, wh i l e the Commun is t Pa r t y of A l ban i a and 
its leadership never s lackened the i r v ig i lance 
towards it. We were wide awake at every mo­
ment to fo i l its p lans and we d id fo i l t hem, one 
after the other. The B r i t i sh stepped up the i r 
pressure on us, wh i l e we struck back at them 
harder. 

They had heard of the preparat ions wh i c h 
the Pa r t y was mak i ng to organize the Congress 
of Përmet and were s t r iv ing fever ish ly to h inder 
it, therefore they sent the i r senior off icer, L t - Co l . 
Leake, as the i r emissary, to meet the i r agent, 
Musta fa G j in i sh i , and give h im direct ives to sab­
otage the Congress. (I have wr i t t en about th is 
episode of the secret wa r of the B r i t i sh against 
us in that part of the memoirs in wh i c h I speak 
about Musta fa G j in i sh i , hence I sha l l not dwe l l 
on it here.) 

The pressure, b lackma i l and bru ta l in ter ­
ference of the Ang lo -Amer i cans against our 
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Nat iona l L ibera t ion Movement became more i n ­
tense in the summer and especial ly the au tumn 
of 1944. There were reasons for this. The de­
cisions of the Congress of Përmet, especial ly 
those p roh ib i t i ng Zog's re turn to A lban ia , on the 
non-recognit ion of any other government w i t h i n 
the count ry or in exi le, the cancel l ing of a l l 
agreements concluded w i t h them by Zog to the 
detr iment of the interests of our people, etc. hur t 
them badly. B u t wha t made the Ang lo -Amer i cans 
most fur ious was, on the one hand, the grat i tude 
the delegates expressed to the Soviet Un i on and 
the Red A r m y of Sta l in , wh i ch had torn the H i t ­
ler i te a rmy to pieces and was advanc ing t r i umph ­
ant ly towards Germany , and on the other hand, 
the pub l i c condemnat ion of the efforts of the 
Ang l o -Ame r i c an al l ies to poke the i r noses into 
the in terna l affairs of our country. 

The great momentum of our war . the general 
offensive o f our Na t iona l L ibera t ion A r m y and 
the successful development of this offensive in 
the No r t h a larmed the leading circles in London 
and Washington. Wh i l e th ings were going the 
way they wanted w i th Tito 's Yugos lav ia and w i th 
Greece, through Santos and other agents of theirs 
in the Greek Communis t Par ty , noth ing was going 
r ight fo r them w i t h l i t t le A lban ia , wh i ch they 
had considered a push-over. It was s l ipp ing f r om 
their gr ip. Faced w i t h this fact, they were obl iged 
to sit down and wo rk out even more sophisticated 
plans. 
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Meanwh i le in the No r th , the part isan forces 
were launch ing fur ious attacks on the occupiers 
and reactionaries. O u r brigades had clashed w i t h 
the Ge rman and Ba l l i s t troops in the regions of 
D ib ra and Kukës . The command of the 1st Shock 
D iv i s ion in formed us that the i r ammun i t i on was 
runn ing out. Mo re than ten days had passed 
since the date when Pa lmer had promised me 
that armaments wou ld be del ivered. 

I summoned the head of the B r i t i sh miss ion 
to come to the centre of ou r Staf f at n ight . 
Quiet ly , but in cold and clear terms I to ld h i m : 

«Mr . Pa lmer , two weeks or so ago I present­
ed to you a request for weapons, ammun i t i on 
and mor tar shells. Y o u are we l l aware w h y we 
need these mater ia ls urgent ly, because I also 
told you the purpose of them. I also to ld you where 
we intended to operate so that, as we agreed, 
the weapons wou l d be dropped at the place and 
on the date we set together. Y o u welcomed my 
request w i t h a smile and told me that you wou ld 
immediate ly i n fo rm the A l l i e d Med i te r ranean 
Headquarters and Genera l W i l son about this. 
Fou r days later you came and to ld me that the 
request had been accepted and that the weapons 
wou ld be dropped by parachute at the t ime and 
the place set. On the basis of your promise we 
took immediate measures, gave orders for our 
forces to go into act ion and they are invo lved in 
f ight ing at present. Y o u are not keep ing you r 
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word and you are causing our Nat iona l L ibera t ion 
A r m y great damage. I f you do not take immediate 
measures to drop us the promised arms, we shal l 
consider this a hosti le gesture wh i ch is damag ing 
and causing losses to an al l ied army. If the 
weapons are not sent immediate ly, not only shal l 
we make you responsible for this before wo r l d 
anti-fascist opin ion, but we shal l take severe 
measures against a l l the Br i t i sh missions on our 
side.» 

Pa lme r f rowned, wh i ch was something rare 
for h im , but w i t h his Eng l i sh imperturbab i l i ty , 
qu i ck l y assumed a smile and said in self-defence, 
as if to ca lm me: 

«Mr. Hoxha , you are d isp lay ing hot tem­
pe r . . . » 

I could tolerate no more and cut h i m short: 
«What do you expect, should I laugh, should 

I not be indignant, not be hot-tempered when 
my comrades are being k i l l ed in the f ight ing?» 

«I understand the d i f f i cu l t s i tuat ion, both 
for you r forces and for us, but I believe, and I 
am sure of this, that our Med i te r ranean Head ­
quarters does not lack the w i l l to assist you, but 
i t must be the weather condit ions wh i c h are 
h inder ing us. Nevertheless, M r . Hoxha , i t i s my 
duty to report once again wha t you have told 
me. and for my par t I shal l insist that the m u n i ­
t ions are sent,» said Pa lmer . 

Th is was an u l t imatum wh i ch I gave the 
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head of the B r i t i sh miss ion. I wou ld avoid meet­
ing h im un t i l he came to i n f o rm me whether or 
not the arms had been sent and that is what I 
d id . We had decided that i f they d id not drop us 
the weapons, we wou ld expel the B r i t i s h m i s ­
sion f r om our Staff. Such a th ing was not in 
their interest and they were a f ra id we might do 
this, because they had begun to understand the 
way we thought. No more than three or four 
days went by when I was in fo rmed that Pa lmer 
had sought a meet ing. F r o m the comrades I had 
received the news that the arms had been dropped 
(after we had smashed the Ge rman and Ba l l i s t 
forces). The Lt . -Co lone l came and, smi l i ng as 
usual, to ld me: 

«Mr . Hoxha , the desire of both of us has 
been fu l f i l l ed , the arms have been dropped.» 

«The comrades to ld me,» I said. «Thank you, 
in part icu lar , for you r efforts. Y o u who are here 
know the s i tuat ion better than those who are in 
Italy,» I added. Th is pleased Pa lme r great ly and 
after he had drunk the tea and eaten the f ru i t 
wh i ch I offered h im, he went off rejo ic ing. 

The Ang l o -Amer i c an imper ia l ists were st i l l 
ho ld ing two or three cards to be used at the ap­
propr iate moment. A t this t ime the card wh i ch 
seemed to them to have the most chance was that 
of Gan i K r y e z i u , the feudal lo rd of Kosova , who, 
it was whispered, was prepar ing to f o rm a «gov-
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ernment», at least for No r the rn A l ban i a . We very 
qu i ck l y made th is card worthless. 

We were in Odr i çan of Përmet. The ma in 
forces of our a rmy were engaged in successful 
actions in Cen t ra l and Nor the rn A lban i a . On 
September 20, 1944, I received an urgent rad io­
g ram in wh i c h Comrade Manush M y f t i u reported 
that the forces of the 5th Br igade had surrounded 
G an i K r ye z i u ' s çeta, had captured Seit K r y e z i u , 
L l a za r Fundo, alias Za i Fundo, and the B r i t i sh 
off icer attached to them, S imcox, and were ho ld­
ing them under arrest, awa i t ing our instruct ions 
as to wha t to do w i t h them. One day later, Gan i 
K r y e z i u was also captured. 

Of course th is was good news for us. At last 
these enemies of the Ant i - fasc is t Nat iona l L i be ra ­
t ion War , the Commun i s t Pa r t y of A l ban i a and 
internat iona l communism, wou ld render account. 
As I read the rad iogram I could see in my mind 's 
eye, as on a c inema screen, a l l the ev i l deeds and 
hosti le act iv i ty of these ind iv idua ls dur ing their 
l ives, and I recal led every th ing that I had seen 
and heard about them. 

Za i Fundo was the son of a merchant f rom 
Ko r ça , f r om a fam i l y wh i c h posed as «gentry». 
As a young democrat he had been a member 
of the progressive association Bashkimi and 
at the beg inn ing of the 20's had taken par t in the 
ant i - feuda l movement. 

Za i was caught up in the wave of pol i t ica l 
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act iv i ty and it seemed as if he had taken a d i f ­
ferent road f r om that of his fami l y , as if «he had 
taken the side of democracy against the feudal 
lords.» 

When Zog returned to T i rana w i t h the a id 
of fore ign powers, the ma in supporters of the 
F an No l i government emigrated abroad. Za i 
Fundo went, too. Eventua l l y he ended up in the 
Soviet Un i on w i t h a group of A lban ians, amongst 
whom were A l i Ke lmend i , Koço Tashko and 
others. 

Some years later we heard f r om A l i K e lmend i 
that Za i Fundo had betrayed communism, hence 
had become a renegade — a dangerous and very 
cunn ing Trotskyi te, but had escaped the purge 
of the Trotskyites, Bukhar in i tes , and other ren ­
egades, because when his Trotsky i te act iv i ty and 
v iews were discovered, he was not in the Soviet 
Un i on . N o w he was to be found sometimes in 
Swi tzer land, sometimes in France, or elsewhere, 
wo rk i ng fur ious ly and openly against commun­
ism, against S ta l in and against the Soviet Un ion , as 
a leading f igure in the ranks of the Trotsky i te 4th 
Internat ional , and had placed himsel f in the ser­
v ice of who knows wh i ch of the imper ia l i s t states 
wh i ch were organiz ing the sabotage and the f ight 
against the Soviet Un i on . Therefore, we were not 
surpr ised when he was found in the service of 
the Br i t i sh . On the eve of the fascist occupat ion 
he returned to A l ban i a w i t h the permiss ion of 
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the Zog government, after hav ing g iven assur­
ances that he wou ld not engage in pol i t ics. Za i 
Fundo d i d not come wi thout u l ter ior motives. He 
was not an economic emigrant nor any ord inary 
po l i t i ca l emigrant, but «renowned» as an an t i -
Zogite and ant i - feudal and especial ly as a «com-
munist». 

The resistance of ou r people against the des­
pot ic regime of Zog was bu i ld ing up, the com­
munis t groups were extend ing the i r ranks and 
act iv i ty, fascist Ita ly had got our Homeland into 
its clutches and was prepar ing for its occupation. 
The s i tuat ion in Europe was disturbed. The t ramp 
of the jackboots and the clash of the bayonets of 
Ge rman naz i sm and Ita l ian fascism were be­
coming loud and ominous. The wars of p lunder 
had begun. 

Prec ise ly in these troubled times, l ike a wol f 
seeking cover in the fog, Za i Fundo returned to 
A lban ia , undoubtedly sent by fore ign agencies to 
prepare the ter ra in for the enemy, to sabotage 
the creat ion of the Communis t Pa r t y of A l ban i a 
and the armed resistance of the A l ban i an people. 

We understood the danger of this renegade, 
hence we took the necessary measures to f ight 
h i m to the f in i sh . I undertook to unmask h im 
among the teachers, professors and students and 
at the same t ime to discover his manoeuvres and 
methods of work , where he wou ld create his 
bases and how he wou ld extend his network . The 
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other comrades undertook the task to make clear 
to workers and the peasant element who th is 
tra i tor was. R igh t f r om the start we watched the 
act iv i ty of this notorious i nd i v idua l among the 
merchant bourgeoisie and l ibera l and «demo­
cratic» intel l igents ia of Ko r ç a . It wou l d be d i f ­
f icu l t for h i m to penetrate amongst the workers 
of K o r ç a because they had long k nown what he 
was, whereas if he were to attempt to establish 
l inks w i t h the countryside, he wou l d do th is 
through the «l iberal» beys and aghas. Th i s is 
how we began the wo r k against h im, w i t h the 
old guard of the Commun is t G roup of K o r ç a in 
the forefront. 

Za i Fundo set to wo rk systematical ly. He 
made contact w i t h a l l those about w h o m the 
prefect and his agents had not the sl ightest trace 
of doubt, hence he was legal iz ing his act iv i ty 
according to the «promises» made before his 
re turn to A lban ia . 

He establ ished l inks w i t h the leaders of the 
merchant bourgeoisie of Ko r ç a who were l i nked 
w i t h the Mos lem beys and aghas, who were more 
in contact w i t h the countrys ide and among the 
most trusted supporters of Zog and his hench­
men. He l i nked up, also, w i t h those who formed 
the opin ion of the «Moslem elite» of Ko r ça , who 
became his closest fr iends. Cer ta in intel lectuals 
of Ko r ça , especial ly the pro-fascist ones, also 
became supporters of Za i Fundo . We discovered 
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these things very qu i ck l y because we kept his 
meetings out in the t own and his f requent visits 
to i nd i v i dua l fami l ies under carefu l survei l lance. 

It was d i f f i cu l t for us to learn what he ta lked 
about w i t h these people, but sometimes we heard 
of i t th rough their boast ing. Za i preened himself 
as an «able pol i t ic ian», as a «man of great cu l ­
ture». He to ld them that «he was for reforms, 
but in a moderate way because it was not t ime 
yet fo r far - reach ing reforms», that «the country 
was backward f r om the aspect of education», 
etc., etc., but he never went deeply into what 
should be done. He spoke «f ine words about the 
youth», avoided ta lk ing d i rect ly about the Soviet 
Un i on and S ta l in and said: «I am a communist, 
as the whole wor l d , inc lud ing the prefect, knows, 
and there is no way I can hide this.»(!) 

We met f r om t ime to t ime, reported on his 
act iv i ty and, after discussion, took decisions to 
expose h i m fu r ther as an enemy of the workers, 
as an enemy of the genuine land re fo rm wh i ch 
wou ld be the sa lvat ion of the peasantry, etc. N a ­
tura l ly , Za i and his fr iends d id not l i ke this 
struggle wh i c h the Bolsheviks, as they cal led us, 
waged against h im . Koço Tashko, who posed as 
«the head» of our group, d id not l i ke i t either. He. 
too, t r ied to force us not to struggle against Za i 
Fundo. because he al legedly had «anti-fascist 
sentiments»! However , we carr ied on w i t h our 
work. 
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Za i Fundo expressed «his anti-fascist sent i ­
ments» to me one t ime when he stopped me in 
the street in Ko r ç a . There I seized the opport­
un i ty and poured out every th ing I had against 
h im. Wha t d i d I not ca l l h i m ! Eve ry epithet that 
f i t ted h i m : Trotsky i te, enemy of socia l ism and 
Sta l in , enemy of the A l ban i an people, etc. F r o m 
that day on I never set eyes on h i m again. 

Soon after the I ta l ian occupat ion he d isap­
peared f r om sight. No th ing was heard about 
where he was, what he was doing, whether he 
was legal or i l legal . Cou ld he have been al located 
some secret miss ion by the occupier, or some 
«national ist» or Trotsky i te group? We had to f i nd 
out. 

F i na l l y the news reached us that Za i Fundo 
was «underground» in Kosova where he had 
l inked up w i t h the chiefs of react ion in Kosova , 
the brothers of Ceno Bey K r y e z i u f r om G jakova , 
Gan i and Seit K r y e z i u . They had fo rmed a çeta 
and, accord ing to our in format ion, there was a 
B r i t i sh miss ion w i t h them. Th is miss ion was not 
subordinate to the B r i t i sh missions located in 
other zones of A l ban i a , or i f i t was subordinate 

to them, this they kept very secret. 
As i s known , dur ing the I ta l ian occupation 

the terr i tor ies of Kosova came under the dom ina ­
t ion of the Ital ians and, for purposes of dema­
gogy, «Greater A lban ia» , or «E thn i c A lban i a» 
was created in this way . It was c lear to us that 
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fascism was not th i nk ing of the benefit of A l b a ­
n i a and the A lban ians , but of its own interests. 
This was an inc i tement to A l b an i an react ion to 
serve the i r I ta l ian fascist patrons better and to 
d r aw greater economic gains, and in fact, the 
A l b an i an quis l ings, in col laborat ion w i t h the 
fascist react ion in Kosova, organized the system­
at ic p lunder of Kosova under the d i rect ion of the 
Ital ians. However , th rough the slogan, « in the 
end Kosova has been un i ted w i t h A lban ia», the 
Ita l ian fascists, l i ke the Ge rman nazis later, 
reckoned to deceive the A l ban i an people and 
the A lban ians of Kosova by te l l i ng them that 
their dreams had been real ized and that only 
I ta l ian fascism had brought this about, therefore 
«they should not f ight against Italy, but against 
the communists». We and the people of Kosova 
w i t h the except ion of some chiefs whose hearts 
were not bleeding for A lban ia , fought this dema­
gogy of fascism. The A l ban i an people were never 
taken in by th is v i l e and ve ry dangerous dema­
gogy. Ou r Pa r t y and the Nat iona l L iberat ion 
F ron t adopted clear and correct stands on this 
prob lem. The people understood us and fo l lowed 
us, wh i l e react ion and its chiefs fought us to the 
end. 

The K r y e z i u fami l y o f Kosova came w i t h i n 
this latter category, that is, among the chiefs of 
reaction. The K r ye z i u s were notorious in Kosova as 
react ionary feudal lords, oppressors and exploiters 
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of the peasants and opponents of the power fu l 
l iberat ion movements of the people of Kosova 
against the Tu rk s and the Great-Serbs. The 
Kryez ius , Dragas and others were a lways not 
just in opposit ion, not just in secret struggle, but 
in open struggle against the revo lut ionary efforts 
and struggles of Isa Bo le t in i , B a j r am Cu r r i , 
Hasan Pr i sh t ina , A z e m and Shote Ga l i ca , and 
others for the l iberat ion of A l ban i a . 

Ceno Bey K r y e z i u , the oldest of the brothers 
and chief of the c lan, was a f r i end and agent 
of the Great-Serbs, of the K i n g of the Serbs, 
Croats and Slovenes who ru led in Kosova , too, 
a f r i end and agent of Pasic, at that t ime the 
Yugos lav p r ime min ister . He served his Serb ian 
patrons we l l to the detr iment of A l ban i a . He was 
one of the ma i n assistants and intermediar ies of 
Ahme t Zog, who was another agent of the Serbs 
at that t ime. Zog, d r i ven f r om A l ban i a by the 
revo lut ion of June 1924, d id not waste his t ime 
in Yugos lav ia . W i t h the approva l and direct 
assistance of Pas ic and K i n g A lexander , he re ­
turned to A l ban i a together w i t h Ceno Bey. In re­
tu rn for this, Zog gave the Serbs the A l ban i an ter ­
r i tor ies of Ve rmosh and Shën Naum, as I said 
earl ier, wh i le he gave Ceno Bey K r y e z i u one of 
his sisters as his wi fe. 

Thus, w i t h the re turn of Ahme t Zog, Ceno 
Bey, the agent of the Serbs, also entered A l ban i a 
and Zog's f am i l y as an honoured son- in- law 

320 



to keep an eye on the po l i t i ca l moves of his 
«outstanding» brother- in- law and to keep h im 
under the contro l of the Serbs. However , there 
were no bounds to the per f idy of the future 
ca rn iva l k ing . He was changing the t rough he 
fed f rom. Compared w i t h the «br i l l iant» per ­
spectives, wh i ch the talks w i t h fascist Italy of­
fered h im, Serb ia no longer served his purposes. 
Indeed, it became an obstacle, as d i d the agent 
of the Serbs, Ceno Bey, the «beloved» brother - in -
l aw who went in and out of Zog's palace w i t h such 
self-assurance. Therefore, one morn ing in Prague, 
Ceno Bey was assassinated by unknown persons. 
Zog was ve ry «grieved» and his «court» went 
into mourn ing ! Howeve r no one was taken in by 
this farce, least of a l l the Serbs and the Kryez ius . 
A f t e r the murder , Ceno's place was taken by 
Gan i Bey, another agent of the Serbs, an ant i -
A l ban i an feuda l lord, ready to serve every Kralj* 
or whoever wou ld pay h im most. 

In the t ime of the Ge rman occupation, one 
f ine day Gan i Bey K r y e z i u , posing as a patr iot, 
«took to the mounta ins w i t h his çeta against 
the occupiers», who were only imag inary oc­
cupiers, « in pr inc ip le», to h im, because in fact 
his çeta never f i red a shot against them. However , 
what astonished us was that the B B C and the 

* Serbian for king. 
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newspaper Mundimi (1) of B a r i had a great deal 
to say about the imag inary «fighting» of this «çe-
ta» and its commander. He had two «commissars» 
w i th h i m : the B r i t i s h off icer S imcox, an agent 
of the Intel l igence Service, and the Trotsky i te 
of the 4th Internat ional , Za i Fundo. Thus, Gan i , 
Za i and S imcox comprised a t r io of the Inte l ­
l igence Service. There was also Gan i ' s brother, 
Seit, who posed as a social-democrat and was 
bound hand and foot to the B r i t i sh agency. When 
things seemed to be going badly for them in 
Kosova, Gan i K ryez iu ' s çeta crossed in to the 
distr icts of Tropoja and Kukës . 

The task of Gan i , Za i and the B r i t i s h was 
to f ight against the part isans, to sabotage our 
Ant i - fasc ist Nat iona l L ibe ra t ion W a r and estab­
l ish and strengthen connections w i t h Muha r r em 
Ba j rak ta r i , Cen E lez i , F i q r i D ine and other 
react ionary chiefs in No r the rn A lban i a . Together 
w i t h them they prepared the ter ra in for the 
future, so that, w i t h the defeat of Germany , they 
wou ld take power. Of course, they p inned the i r 
hopes on B r i t a in , because they nur tu red the 
belief that i t wou ld intervene in the Ba lkans w i t h 
its a rmy and, since the part isan forces wou ld be 
«exhausted» f rom f ight ing the Germans, they 
«would be easi ly l iquidated». Acco rd ing to 
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them, history wou ld repeat itself. They wou ld 
also create a «government» and, in the end, the 
feudal lords wou ld rule our country and people 
again. «Therefore,» they thought, «we must hold 
back, conserve our strength, must not invo lve 
ourselves in f ight ing and be fresh and vigorous 
when the day comes to take power.» Th is was 
the idea and p lan of react ion and the Br i t i sh . 
However , the i r reckon ing was astray. Ou r Pa r t y 
foi led thei r plans. 

G a n i K ryez iu ' s çeta could not operate freely, 
undetected by our forces, wh i ch were cont inual ly 
pursu ing and attack ing the Germans and the 
chiefs of in terna l reaction. 

We discovered that G a n i and Za i w i t h a 
smal l çeta and w i t h the B r i t i sh off icer attached 
to them, equipped w i t h a radio transmitter, were 
t ry ing to create a movement against our Par ty 
and the Ant i - fasc is t Nat iona l L ibe ra t ion War , by 
means of the reactionaries of Kosova and the 
bajraktars of No r the rn A lban i a . We gave our 
forces orders to t rack them down, pursue them, 
capture them and defeat the i r act iv i ty before i t 
had rea l ly got going. G a n i K r y e z i u operated 
underground, h idden f r om us and, when he was 
hard-pressed by our partisans, crossed over to 
Kosova where he had his bases. We were unable 
to move freely in Kosova on account of the i n ­
trigues of the Yugos lavs and of Vukmanov i c -
Tempo, in part icular, and were obl iged to watch 
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for when the K ryez iu ' s çeta returned w i t h i n our 
borders. Therefore, we had issued special top 
secret orders to our forces to fo l low the i r mo ­
vements carefu l ly and to capture them as soon 
as they entered A l b an i an terr i tory. 

The order had been carr ied out and the 
traitors were captured. Za i Fundo, Seit K r y e z i u 
and the B r i t i sh Ma j o r S imcox were captured in 
the Dobrej Mounta in , wh i l e G a n i Bey a t the B y -
tyç i F lat , where the tents brought f r om Eng land 
for the «war headquarters» had been put up. I 
learned the history of his capture later, but this 
is not the place to describe it. 

Meanwh i le , Co lone l V e l im i r Stojnić, accom­
panied by a ma jo r cal led N i j a z Dizdarev ić , and 
one or two others of l ower rank, had come to 
our country. They came to the CC of our Pa r t y 
and the Genera l Staf f as delegates of Tito, the 
CC of C P Y and the Yugos lav Genera l Staff, as 
a «l iaison group» in order to «give us the i r ex­
perience and exchange experience w i t h us» on 
the wa r and the party. 

At that t ime we considered them fr iends, 
because they posed as communists and had st i l l 
not been exposed and come out as renegades 
f r om Marx i sm-Len in i sm . Nevertheless, in the i r 
activit ies, we noticed certa in indicat ions that they 
were not in order. Indeed, we had had cont ra­
dict ions w i t h them over matters of pr inc ip le, 
but i t had never crossed our minds that they 
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had gone so far and fa l len so low as to collaborate 
w i t h the B r i t i sh behind the scenes to our de­
tr iment. 

We had our f i rst meeting w i t h them in He l -
mës. They in formed us about the s i tuat ion in 
Yugos lav ia and we l ikewise spoke about the s i ­
tuat ion in our country. The impressions, wh i c h I 
and M i l a d i n Popović , whom we cal led A l i , formed 
at the f i rs t meet ing and after a series of talks 
w i t h them, were not par t i cu lary favourable. 

«It seems to me that they d id not te l l us 
much,» I said to A l i , «everyth ing they to ld us 
we know and have put into practice.» 

«Not on ly that,» repl ied M i l ad in , «but the 
author i tat ive air, arrogance and conceit of Ve lo 
(Stojnić) d id not please me one bit. He pretends 
to know everyth ing and seems as if he wants to 
say that he has to feed us on the bottle. Bu t we 
don't swa l low that, therefore they have to treat 
us as comrades.» 

«It seems to me that the other one (meaning 
N i j a z Dizdarev ić) is c leverer and more cunning,» 
I to ld A l i . 

«You are not mistaken,» he said, «but we 
shal l see.» 

«Keep your head,» I advised M i l ad in , b e ­
cause you w i l l have the opportuni ty to ta lk w i t h 
them a l l the t ime, therefore, when you feel that 
you are hard-pressed, break off the conversat ion 
and say that ' Enver must decide and not we'.» 
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Th is was the agreement we reached w i t h 
M i l a d i n Popović, that genuine communis t and 
beloved Yugos lav comrade, who nur tu red an 
ardent and pure love for our Pa r t y and people. 
However, there is a long history to our relat ions 
w i th Ve l im i r Stojnić. Fo r the moment I sha l l 
deal only w i t h what occurred between us in con­
nection w i t h the quest ion of Gan i and Seit K r y e -
z iu, Za i Fundo and the B r i t i sh off icer. 

As soon as we received the rad iogram wh i c h 
the comrades sent us about the i r capture, we 
met, discussed the quest ion and took our de­
cision. The facts were f lagrant for a l l to see. We 
sent a rad iogram to the comrades in the No r th 
in wh i ch we instructed them to t ry Za i and the 
K ryez ius before a m i l i t a ry court wh i c h they 
should set up. They were to d isarm their çeta and, 
after doing pol i t ica l wo r k w i t h the members of it, 
they were to send t hem home, wh i l e Ma j o r S i m -
cox they were to hand over to some B r i t i sh mis ­
sion in our terr i tory. A l i went to the house 
where Ve l im i r Stojn ić was staying to i n fo rm 
h im about what had occurred and our decision. 

I wa i ted for hours on end for A l i to come 
back for lunch and when he f ina l l y ar r ived, he 
was fum ing w i t h anger. 

«What 's wrong w i t h you?» I asked h im. 
«What 's wrong w i t h me!» he said. «They 

are rotters! They don't agree w i t h the decision 
and said i f i t is not rescinded, they w i l l break 
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off relat ions w i t h us, pack the i r bags and return 
to Yugos lav ia.» 

«How is it possible for them to do such a 
th ing over a renegade and these t ra i tor feudal 
lords?» I asked h im. 

«It's possible a l l r ight,» said M i l ad in , «I 
couldn' t come to agreement w i t h them in any 
way and left te l l ing them: 'This is a problem 
that is up to the A lban ians , come and ta lk w i t h 
Enve r and convince h im. ' So they are going to 
come and ta lk w i t h you.» 

«All r ight,» I said. 
V e l im i r Stojn ić and N i jaz D izdarev ić came 

at the appointed t ime. M i l a d i n and I were there. 
We greeted them, shook hands, and offered them 
cigarettes. Ve lo smoked but D izdarev ić d id not. 
We were ca lm and they tr ied to appear ca lm. 

I opened the conversat ion by saying that A l i 
had in formed me about the i r v iews in connection 
w i t h the prisoners captured in the Nor th . 

«This astonished me,» I told them, «because 
the interests of our two parties and our common 
wa r requi re that these enemies should get the 
severe punishment they deserve.» 

I remember as if it were today that Ve l im i r 
Sto in ić . who had a pale face and looked even 
paler f r om the powder he used, f lushed w i t h 
anger and rose to his feet w i t h his eyes look ing 
savage and said to me: 

«We Yugoslavs, the representatives of T i to 
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and the Cent ra l Commit tee of the Commun is t 
Pa r t y of Yugos lav ia , do not permi t them to be 
shot.» 

«You astonish me greatly,» I said, «that you 
defend these enemies. Excuse me, but perhaps you 
do not real ly know who they are. We shal l hand 
them over to the m i l i t a ry court and leave i t to 
the court to decide. Such people deserve a bul let,» 
and I began to speak about the i r b iography. 
Ve l im i r Stojn ić in ter rupted me say ing: 

«There is no need for you to te l l us about 
them, because we know who they are, and i f 
you give the order for them to be put on t r ia l 
and shot, we shal l break off relat ions w i t h you 
and leave for Yugos lav ia.» 

«You are mak ing a big mistake in put t ing 
our f raterna l and communist relat ions in the 
balance against our stand towards these enemies, 
who are feudal lords who have sucked the blood 
of the people of Kosova, and a renegade f r om the 
Communis t Internat ional , a Trotskyi te, an enemy 
of the Soviet Un i on and Sta l in , an enemy of our 
people and our Par ty ,» I to ld V e l im i r Stojn ić . 

«I 'm not discussing who they are,» said V e ­
l im i r Stojnić, «but hand them over to us because 
they are Kosovars, hence this is an issue of p r i n ­
ciple. We have our party, our front, our laws 
and our courts. They must be handed over to 
us and we shal l do wha t we th ink f i t w i t h them. 
Otherwise, we shal l leave.» 
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«We are not break ing off relat ions w i th the 
peoples of Yugos lav ia who are f ight ing against the 
nazis,» I said, «but you are wrong when you say 
that they are Kosovars. On l y Gan i and Seit K r y e -
z iu are f r om Kosova and since you are appa­
rent ly so fond of these notorious beys of Kosova , 
take them, let them be yours, wh i le Za i Fundo, 
who is not a Yugos lav cit izen, nor resident in 
Yugos lav ia , nor of Yugos lav or ig in, but is f r om 
Ko r ça , does not belong to you, according to you r 
own thesis,» I to ld Ve l im i r Stojnić. 

«They are together,» said Ve l im i r Stojnić, 
«and have the i r centre in Kosova.» 

«But you see, we captured them operat ing 
against our Pa r t y and our F ront in A l ban i an 
ter r i tory ! Acco rd ing to your thesis,» I repl ied, «if 
we capture the qu is l ing Xha f e r Deva, since he is 
a Kosovar , we should hand h im over to you to 
be t r ied for the cr imes he has committed in A l ­
ban ia ! Such reasoning won' t ho ld water. H o w ­
ever,» I cont inued speaking to V e l im i r Stojnić, «I 
do not th ink that the CP of Yugos lav ia and T i to 
(at that t ime we had no suspicions about h im, on 
the contrary) w i l l t h i nk as you do, but since you 
we igh our f ra terna l relat ions against the stand 
wh i ch should be adopted towards traitors and 
feudal lords, we shal l hand them over to you and 
I sha l l give the order for this immediate ly. Za i 
Fundo, the enemy of the Commun i s t Pa r t y of 
A lban i a and the Communis t Pa r t y of Yugos lav ia 
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w i l l be tr ied and i f the part isan court sentences 
h im to death, he w i l l be shot immediate ly.» 

Ve l im i r Stojn ić left the house of o ld Mehmet , 
where I had put up, hav ing saved the feudal 
lords Gan i and Seit K r y e z i u , agents of the 
Serb ian chauvinists and the B r i t i sh and enemies 
of our war , f r om death. 

A f t e r h im Pa lmer (1) came to me. Apparent l y , 
the delegates of T i to and the B r i t i sh Emp i re had 
come to agreement w i t h each other. Pa lmer , too, 
a l though in more moderate terms, asked me to 
release the Kryez ius , Fundo and S imcox. In order 
to persuade me he added: 

«Release them, Genera l , and we shal l assist 
you w i t h arms.» 

«As for your 'aid',» I repl ied, «we have 
l ong been aware that i t is noth ing but words. 
Y o u personal ly have in formed me several t imes 
•on end that the B r i t i sh a ircraft are to drop wa r 

1 The headquarters of the SOE in Bari, Italy, on October 
8, 1944, sent its mission Consensus II in A lban ia the fo l low­
ing message: 

«.. .Lazar Fundo was captured wi th Simcox and Said... 
He may therefore be in grave danger and strongly recommend 
y ou should do utmost secure his l iberation and evacuation to 
Italy. Convinced Fundo sincerely pro-Brit ish and believe that 
his intimate knowledge of Balkans and Central E U R O P E and 
Communist Party organization might make him most valuable 
to I.S.L.D. (Signals from SOE Headquarters in Bari, Italy, to 
Mission Consensus II, May-Oct. 1944, No. 60, pp. 122-123.) 
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mater ia ls at Staravecka and elsewhere. In fact, 
the a i rcraf t have f l own over our country, not to 
b r ing us a id, however, but for other purposes. 
We see them cross our borders f r om Ko r ç a en 
route to Greece.» 

«Yes, but they have run into resistance and 
have been forced to change course,» he said 
in just i f i cat ion. 

«I understand c lear ly why they have changed 
course,» I said, «but nevertheless, we are 
fed up w i t h such tales. Y o u were speaking about 
those that we have captured in the Nor th . On 
the quest ion of the two prisoners f rom Kosova, I 
have g iven the Yugos lav representative my reply. 
As for Za i Fundo, what we shal l do w i t h h im i s 
our business, wh i le as to your officer, I have 
issued the order to hand h im over to you. I 
bel ieve the mat ter is now clear to you. That is a l l 
I have to say,» I said and stood up to let h im 
know I had no fur ther t ime to waste w i t h h im . 

I was astonished over this «coincidence». 
We d id not k now that T i to had long been l i nked 
w i th Chu rch i l l . We knew that Church i l l ' s son had 
been attached to Ti to and also knew about Tito's 
l inks w i t h Subašić, as we l l as about his v is i t 
to Ita ly and that he had held ta lks w i t h B r i t i sh 
personalit ies, but we d id not know what he 
had cooked up and was cooking up w i t h the 
Br i t i sh . 

Thus, this question ended in disgrace for 
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the Yugoslavs and the B r i t i sh . I issued the order 
for the comrades to hand over Gan i and Seit to 
the Yugos lav part isan forces, and this was done, 
whi le they were to put Za i Fundo on t r i a l and 
punish h i m severely, and this was done. 

This was only one aspect of a l l that host i le 
wo rk wh i ch the Yugos lavs were to car ry on a-
gainst our Par ty , against the People's Repub l i c 
of A l ban i a and against social ism in A lban i a , both 
on the eve of the l iberat ion of our country 
and later. Th i s same Ve l im i r Stojn ić and his 
associate, N i j a z Dizdarev ić , who had been en ­
trusted by T i to w i t h car ry ing out the i r hosti le 
act iv i ty, were to carry i t fu r ther at Berat, but 
that is another long story wh i ch w i l l be dealt 
w i t h in a separate book. 

However , let us re tu rn br ie f l y to the ques­
t ion of the Kryez ius , because there was a sequel 
to it. 

W h e n we went to Berat to ho ld the i m ­
portant meet ing of the 2nd P l enum of the CC of 
the Par ty , at a t ime when Ve l im i r Stojn ić and 
N i jaz Dizdarev ić , together w i t h Nako Sp i ru , K o ç i 
Xoxe , Se j fu l la Malëshova, Pand i K r i s t o and 
others, in a conspiracy beh ind the scenes, were 
prepar ing the attack on the correct l ine of the 
Par ty , V e l im i r Stojn ić came to me in my off ice, 
together w i t h Seit K r y e z i u . 

Ve l im i r introduced h i m to me. 
«I knew Seit K r y e z i u when I was a student 
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in Par is ,» I said. «I don't know whether he 
remembers me.» 

«Yes,» repl ied Seit, «I remember you.» 
Then Ve l im i r Stojn ić told me: 
«Seit has come here on the recommendat ion 

of T i to who asks you to assist h im to get to 
B a r i in Italy, because he has been entrusted 
w i t h the task of secur ing weapons for Kosova 
f r om the all ies (obviously f r om the Brit ish).» The 
th ing was clear. Gan i K r y e z i u and the B r i t i sh 
were wast ing no t ime. They left one K r y e z i u 
w i t h T i to and were tak ing the other abroad, per­
haps to London. 

«How is he going to travel , what help do 
you want f r om us?» I asked. «We have no 
connect ion w i t h Bar i .» 

«Every th ing has been arranged by the 
Genera l Staf f of the Yugos lav a rmy and the 
A l l i ed Med i ter ranean Headquarters,» Stojn ić re­
p l ied. 

«Ve ry wel l ,» I to ld Tito 's representative, 
«since this business has apparent ly been ar­
ranged, there is noth ing for i t but we must help 
h im reach the Coast.» 

Th is whole business became clearer later, 
when it came out what a dangerous enemy and 
active agency of imper ia l i sm Yugos lav T i to ism 
was. However , we had sensed and detected their 
savage host i l i ty towards us long before this 
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through their actions, wh i ch went f r om bad to 
worse. 

There were many who were not aware of 
the f ierce struggle wh i c h we were wag ing a-
gainst the B r i t i sh , against the i r secret wa r and 
underhand plans against us, therefore great de­
terminat ion and keen v ig i lance were requ i red 
and there must be no hesitat ion on the par t of 
our Pa r t y in its actions. Ou r Pa r t y carr ied out 
its d i f f icu l t but glorious miss ion w i t h honour 
and success and overcame the numerous dangers 
w i t h wh i ch i t was confronted. Fo l l ow ing the 
«u l t imatum» wh i ch Genera l W i l son sent me and 
the reply that I gave h im, we were awa i t ing 
thei r reaction, therefore we were w ide awake, 
ready to take counter-measures. 

It was not long before the B r i t i sh made a 
move. They began to exert other pressures, even 
more dangerous, to the independence of ou r 
country. As everyone knows, the Western al l ies 
had promised that they wou ld open the second 
front in Europe in 1942. However , they d id not 
do this in 1942 nor in 1943, but only in June 
1944, when H i t le r i te Ge rmany was on its last 
legs. Under the pretext of opening this f ront , 
they wanted to land in A lban ia , too. To th is 
end they began their attempts to land an army. 

Ou r Pa r t y understood that the i r attempts to 
land an army were not for the purpose of f ight ing 
the Germans in A lban ia , because this was be ing 
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done successful ly by the A l b an i an Nat iona l 
L ibera t ion A r m y , wh i ch was completely capable 
of l iberat ing its own country w i thout the a i d 
of the armed forces of the «fr iends», but fo r 
the purpose of gett ing A l ban i a into their clutches. 
Ou r Pa r t y d id not permit this, and as I sha l l 
describe below, refused and rejected thei r repeat­
ed proposals to land «al l ied» troops in our country 
where, when and in the numbers and w i th the 
means they wanted. This was a terr ib le danger 
wh i c h threatened our country. 

Ou r clear decision was that we must resist 
this danger resolutely, even i f this meant becom­
ing invo lved in armed clashes w i t h our «sincere» 
all ies. Ou r Pa r t y could not permi t a repet it ion 
of A p r i l 7, 1939, or the massacre of mar ty red 
Borova . «No fore ign army, whether al l ied or 
not, w i l l be permi t ted to do wha t i t l ikes in our 
country,» was our decis ion. N o w the people, 
w i t h the i r Pa r t y at the head and their own 
Nat iona l L ibe ra t ion A r m y , were the masters of 
the country. The s i tuat ion was changing day by 
day. The Ge rman nazis were l i v i ng thei r last 
moments. Ou r armed forces were at tack ing them 
everywhere. React ion d id not know where to 
go for shelter. Eve ry n ight T i rana was under 
attack by our forces and the only escape route 
for the Germans was through Shkodra . I t was 
also the escape route for the reactionaries, but 
a ve ry dangerous route for them. 
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The first attempt. As I have pointed out, the 
B r i t i sh suffered a defeat w i t h the reply of our 
Genera l Staff to the pressures they exerted and 
in the u l t ima tum wh i ch they sent us about not 
attack ing the i r f r iends in A lban ia . Nex t they 
thought they wou ld br ing troops to the v i c i n i t y 
of T i rana on the eve i f its l iberat ion. By this 
means the Br i t i sh , together w i t h the react ionar­
ies, a imed to impose themselves on us in order to 
real ize their major purpose. I f this proved i m ­
possible, at least they might be able to take 
the tra i tor chiefs Lumo Skëndo, Aba z K u p i and 
others, together w i t h their forces, to some of 
our ports f r om wh i c h they could be w i t hd r awn 
to Italy and elsewhere. 

To this end, Pa lmer came to me at our 
base in Odr i çan and, w i t h his usual smile, began 
to te l l me that the «Huns» (the B r i t i sh f requent ly 
cal led the Germans this) were on thei r last legs, 
that the a l l ied front was extending and so on 
and so for th. I wa i ted for h im to get round to 
the ma in point, because I real ized that a l l this 
was leading up to something, therefore I s imply 
l istened and said noth ing. At last he got around 
to his theme: 

«Mr . Hoxha,» he said, «up t i l l now there has 
been good col laborat ion between us. Of course, 
we've had some disagreements, but such th ings 
occur even between fr iends, nevertheless, we are 
all ies for a great cause and our two sides have 
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been f ight ing for years on the same front against 
the same enemy. Bo th we and you have fought 
hard and have assisted each other in th is war . 
We have t r ied to assist you w i t h our weapons 
and ammuni t ion , a l though of course this a id has 
been insuff ic ient. Ou r Headquarters th inks,» he 
cont inued «that f r om now on i t should give you 
greater assistance and proposes, apart f r om a id 
w i t h weapons, to send you a id w i th tommies, 
whom, w i t h you r permission, we could drop as 
commando forces in the region of Peza, Ishëm and 
Dars ia . In this way, our two a l l ied armies w i l l jo in 
together l i ke brothers to attack this plague and 
put an end to i t more qu ick ly . W i t h this a id 
wh i c h we propose, what we have in m ind is to 
assist you and you r fr iends and ours, the Yugo ­
slavs, because in th is way fewer Germans w i l l 
pass through the i r terr i tory.» 

Pa lme r had come to the end of his speech. 
H i s face was set in that perpetua l smi le of wh i ch 
I was heart i l y sick and wh i ch seemed to imp ly 
to say: «Look what wonde r fu l t id ings I 'm b r i ng ­
ing you?!» 

I l i t a cigarette as I thought: Acceptance of 
his proposal wou l d lead to the in i t ia l f o rm of a 
B r i t i sh invas ion. Nevertheless, I had to reply 
to h im in the same co in: smile for smile. 

«Thank you very much,» I said smi l ing at 
h im, «I thank your Headquarters and you for 
b r ing ing me this proposal of concrete aid, even 
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wi th tommies whom you want to drop by pa ra ­
chute around T i rana . It is true that we have been 
and are all ies in a great common cause. It is 
l ikewise true that B r i t a i n is f ight ing, and I agree 
w i th you on this, but the A l ban i an people are 
f ight ing, too, and they began the wa r against 
the A x i s powers before Great B r i t a in , indeed they 
began it and are cont inu ing it alone. When Italy 
invaded us B r i t a i n turned a deaf ear. We fought 
on barefooted, ragged and hungry, but uny ie ld ­
ing. The enemy has destroyed vi l lages, towns 
and whole regions, has k i l l ed many people, but 
we, too, have wreaked havoc on the enemy. We 
fought the Ital ians tooth and na i l and brought 
them to the i r knees. We are doing the same th ing 
w i t h the nazis, too. Y o u and our other all ies 
have fought on other fronts, too. We know this. 
But here,» and I raised my voice, «on our soil, 
only the Albanian people have fought and only 
they will fight till the end. Y o u d id not 
believe us when we told you that the people 
were w i t h the Nat iona l L ibera t ion Front , that 
they were and are w i t h us because we are the i r 
t rue sons. Bu t you see what is occurr ing now? 
The whole people have r isen to the i r feet. In the 
course of battles, we bu i l t up a power fu l , i n v i n ­
cible army, and now that we are beginn ing to 
cal l the tune, you propose to b r ing an a rmy into 
our ter r i tory ! It is a bit late in the day for this. 
No, M r . Pa lmer , we do not accept your proposal, 
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because there is no reason for you to drop troops 
here. Y o u can see w i t h your own eyes what p ro ­
port ions our wa r has assumed, that we have 
long since gone beyond the phase of isolated ac­
t ions and are now on the offensive against the 
nazis and the i r col laborators on a l l fronts. Is 
this not so?» 

«It is so bu t . . . » 
He wanted to say something, but I con ­

t inued and d i d not let h im speak. 
«We have ample forces in Peza, Dars ia , 

Ishëm and everywhere else and we have no need 
for a id in men, in commandos, therefore we do 
not a l low you to drop them. The missions you 
have here are suff ic ient. We have never con­
cealed f r om you any in format ion about our 
f ight ing or anyth ing in connection w i t h the en ­
emy. Therefore, please t ransmit my thanks to 
your Headquarters and our categorical refusal 
of the proposal y ou made to us.» 

Pa lme r left w i thout another wo rd . 
I immediate ly not i f ied Peza that if they 

discovered paratroops being dropped, they should 
open f i re on them and wipe them out. Th is d i a ­
bol ica l p l an of the B r i t i sh was l i nked w i t h the 
proposal wh i c h Musta fa G j i n i sh i had made to 
me earl ier, that he should be a l lowed to fo rm 
brigades in Peq in , Dars ia and elsewhere outside 
the orders and command of M y s l i m Peza. I 
rejected this proposal. The pieces of the puzz le 
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were fa l l ing into place. These forces of G j i n i sh i 
wou ld have col laborated w i t h the B r i t i sh pa ra ­
troops. 

The second attempt. Some t ime later, Pa lme r 
came back again w i t h the proposal to make a 
smal l symbol ic land ing w i t h a commando force, 
this t ime on the Coast, at Spi le of H ima ra . 

«Why do you want to make this land ing?» 
I asked h im. 

«For two reasons,» he said. «To show our 
col laborat ion w i t h you and to w ipe out the Ge r ­
man garr ison at Spi le of H ima ra , wh i ch has no 
m i l i t a ry importance but observes the movements 
of our ships.» 

«I k now that the garr ison is un important ,» 
I to ld Pa lmer , «however, I shal l give you my 
reply in two or three days' t ime, when I have 
more detai led in format ion on the situation.» 

I discussed the matter w i t h the comrades 
and we decided that this t ime we wou l d give 
the B r i t i sh a satisfact ion wh i ch enta i led no 
danger for us. I ordered our forces on the Coast 
to take up posit ions at P i l u r , N i v i ca -Bubar , L l o -
gara and to go to the a id of the B r i t i s h troops 
i f they ran into any danger du r i ng the i r attack 
on the Ge rman garr ison. 

I sent for Pa lmer and in fo rmed h i m that 
we accepted his proposal. I also warned h i m that 
the Ge rman garr ison must be the only object ive 
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of the operat ion and, after it was w iped out, the 
B r i t i sh forces must re-embark in the i r boats and 
go away. They wou ld not be permi t ted to l inger 
and settle in here. Th i s was a categorical 
order. 

«Let us car ry out this action joint ly,» I p ro ­
posed to Pa lmer . 

«Thank you,» he said, «but we shal l do it 
ourselves.» 

«Nevertheless,» I to ld h im, «our men w i l l 
take up sur round ing posit ions and w i l l guard the 
roads to ensure that none of the nazis escapes 
f rom the t rap and we w ipe them out l i ke rats. 
We shal l be there to protect your land ing and 
your w i t hd r awa l after the action,» I added to 
let h i m know that he must take our orders ve ry 
seriously, because we were not jok ing. 

The act ion was carr ied out. The Germans 
captured 9 B r i t i sh pr isoners and were on the 
point of completely l iqu idat ing the B r i t i sh com­
mando. However , our 12th Br igade intervened, 
routed the Ge rman garr ison, l iberated H ima ra 
and freed the pr isoners. Wha t remained of the 
B r i t i sh commando c l imbed back into the i r boats 
and w i t hd r ew to the place they started f rom. 

It was on ly later, w i t h the i r next attempt, 
w i t h the operat ion to land B r i t i sh commandos 
at Kakome, Saranda, that we were to under­
stand why the B r i t i sh undertook this action, 
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wh i ch was of no interest to them and wi thout 
any strategic importance. 

The third attempt. The same old re f ra in this 
t ime, too. Pa lme r came, launched into his i n t ro ­
duct ion and then made the proposal. I asked h i m : 

«What is the interest that impels you to 
propose such a th ing? The smal l Ge rman force 
in Saranda is doomed to be w iped out, its only 
escape route is by sea, and we p lan to t h row 
them into the sea ve ry soon, thus l iberat ing the 
whole of the South.» 

«Precisely,» said Pa lmer . «Therefore, you 
should agree to carry out this act ion jo int ly , 
because in this way we block the road for the 
defeated Ge rman forces wh i ch might enter f r om 
Greece.» 

This attempt, too, was to end l ike that in Spi le. 
As soon as we took the decision in the 

Genera l Staff, we in formed comrades Kah r eman 
Y l l i and Ga fu r Çuç i , g iv ing them clear orders 
on how to enter into discussion w i t h the Br i t i sh , 
what to say to them and how to act. We instruct­
ed them that in the talks, they must present our 
a rmy as it was, a regular army. «Do not a l low 
the B r i t i sh to make any advance outside these 
orders,» was the instruct ion we gave them. 

A f t e r this, I sent for Pa lmer . 
«We agree that we should attack the Ge r ­

man garr ison in Saranda together,» I to ld h im, 
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«but we shal l attack f r om the land and you f rom 
the sea, and once the act ion is over, you r forces 
must w i t hd raw immediate ly.» 

He nodded his head. He seemed dissatisf ied, 
but nevertheless considered it a «success» that 
we had agreed that th is act ion should be carr ied 
out jo int ly . 

A n d that is what was done. Par t i san forces 
of the 14th, 12th and 19th Br igades of our a rmy 
launched a fur ious assault on the enemy. A f t e r 
three days of f ierce f ight ing, they w iped out the 
Germans and Saranda was l iberated. More than 
150 Germans were taken prisoner, inc lud ing the 
colonel who commanded them. The B r i t i sh com­
mandos, whose «f ight ing» amounted mere ly to 
f i r i ng some salvos of ar t i l le ry at the Lëkurës 
fortress and the Bu t r i n t Monastery, also entered 
the l iberated t own as «victors». Nevertheless, 
since most of the B r i t i sh landed f r om the sea, 
they had many casualties, wh i le we had few. 

However , after the operat ion was completed, 
our command in Saranda reported to me that 
the command of the B r i t i sh troops had asked 
for the Ge rman colonel to be handed over to 
them to be sent to Italy, a l leging that in this way 
«more pub l i c i t y wou ld be g iven to the f ight for 
the l iberat ion of Saranda»; our command also 
reported that the B r i t i sh soldiers were behaving 
badly, break ing shop windows, steal ing the goods 
and tak ing them to the i r ships and that there 
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was a danger of armed clashes between the B r i ­
t i sh and the part isans. The B r i t i sh command 
had wanted to cont inue the «attack» i n l and to 
De lv ina and G j i rokas t ra so that the B r i t i sh sol­
diers could parade as «l iberators» before the 
people there! However , our comrades had to ld 
them that these towns had been l iberated and 
now the B r i t i sh must leave. A f t e r th is the B r i t i sh 
command had proposed to the part isan com­
mand that they should make a jo int attack on 
Co r fu . 

These were ve ry serious and dangerous mat ­
ters. We not i f ied our command to order the pa r ­
tisans to keep the i r tempers and protect the town, 
to consolidate their posit ions at Qafa e Gjashtës, 
Bu t r i n t and Bogaza, to keep the ar t i l l e ry on the 
hi l ls above Saranda and at the Bu t r i n t monastery 
in readiness, to be v ig i lant and keep movement 
on the sea under close observat ion and to i n fo rm 
us immediate ly i f other B r i t i sh ships appeared 
and, i f they moved towards the shore, to awai t 
orders f r om us and to f i re ar t i l le ry shots to w a r n 
them off. I ordered them to send the Ge rman 
colonel under escort to Berat . 

On the other hand, I summoned Pa lme r u r ­
gently and made an energetic protest about the 
requests of the B r i t i sh command, as we l l as 
about the unpleasant behav iour of the B r i t i sh 
soldiers. I to ld h im that the jo int task had been 
carr ied out, Saranda had been l iberated and, in 
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the terms of the decision, the B r i t i sh forces must 
be w i t hd r awn as qu i ck l y as possible. 

Pa lme r pretended to be ind ignant about the 
bad behav iour of the B r i t i sh soldiers and to ld me 
that he wou l d report that the forces must be 
w i t hd r awn immediate ly . 

We wa i ted for the B r i t i sh to w i thd raw, but 
noth ing was be ing done. They postponed their 
departure f r om day to day. Apparent ly , the i r 
a im was to rema in there and have Saranda as 
the i r base on the Coast and in the terr i tory of 
A l ban i a . (1) Musso l in i also had l i ked this pear l 
of our country so much that he had named it 
«Porto Edda», after his own daughter. Bu t the 
times had changed. The pear l had an owner. 

Severa l t imes I sent for Pa lmer to protest 
to h i m and he assured me that he wou ld not i fy 
his centre to order the w i thd rawa l . In the end, 
the cup was fu l l . Ou r patience was at an end. 
I issued h im an u l t imatum, instruct ing h im to 
t ransmit i t immediate ly to the A l l i e d Med i te r -

1 Immediately after the landing of the Brit ish commandos 
in the Saranda zone, on September 29, 1944, Bar i reported to 
the Foreign Off ice amongst other things: 
«2. Subsequent development of the operation depends upon 
a number of factors wh ich cannot at present be assessed. But it 
is possible that if everything goes we l l we may be able to 
maintain a permanent footing on A lban ian soil as we l l as in 
Corfu.» (Telegram No 722. FO 371/43572-3584. PRO: From the 
photocopy of the original in the A1H, Tirana.) 
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ranean Headquarters. «If the B r i t i sh commandos 
are not w i t hd r awn f r om Saranda by the g iven 
date, then wa r w i l l break out between the part i s ­
ans and the Br i t i sh ,» I in formed h im. 

I instructed our forces there to be in rea­
diness, awa i t ing an order to attack the B r i t i sh 
w i t h arms and to let them know that we had 
taken a l l measures and were determined to th row 
them into the sea. At this they began to panic. 

Pa lmer ar r ived and proposed to me: 
«Our forces are ready to w i thd raw, but we 

ask your permiss ion to w i thd raw, not by sea, 
but through De lv ina, Muz i na , D ropu l l and Pogon.» 

The d iabol ica l p lan of the B r i t i s h was obv i ­
ous. They wanted to show themselves off as 
l iberators, to create disturbances among the m i n ­
or i ty people, to l i nk up w i t h the forces of Zerva , 
to roam at w i l l th rough our free zones, etc. 

«In no way w i l l we permi t you r brigade to go 
by this route,» I to ld h im . «It must go back 
where i t came f rom, immediate ly, by sea. It is 
my duty to i n fo rm you : make no attempt to go 
past our fort i f ied places otherwise you w i l l be at­
tacked. If this occurs, you must bear the respon­
s ib i l i ty . We are determined to defend ourselves 
and to defend the sovereignty of our country. We 
have considered you fr iends and we want you 
to cont inue to be fr iends. Therefore, you must 
carry out immediate ly the decis ion wh i c h we 
took jo int ly.» 
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Eventua l l y the B r i t i sh c l imbed into their 
boats a n d . . . we were r i d of them. Just at this 
t ime, in October, they landed in Greece, where 
the s i tuat ion was s imi lar to that in our country 
— the eve of l iberat ion. They entered that coun­
t r y freely, under the agreement signed at Caser-
ta, wh i c h was the death war ran t for the v ic tory 
o f the Greek C P , the E A M and the freedom 
of the Greek people. 

Because of the v ig i lance and determinat ion 
of our glor ious Par ty , a l l the plans to land troops 
in our country fa i led one after the other. 

A l t hough they fa i led in these attempts, the 
B r i t i s h d id not give up the i r efforts to intervene 
in our country. A f t e r the format ion of the De ­
mocrat i c Government of A l ban i a on October 22, 
1944, we stayed in Bera t for a br ief per iod. The 
A l l i e d missions were there, too. The houses where 
the Ang l o -Ame r i c an missions were quartered 
had been turned into hornets' nests. A l l sorts of 
people went in and out the i r doors. Secret i n ­
format ion was g iven and received. N e w plans 
were concocted. 

«The B r i t i sh off icer came to see me,» Com­
rade Sp i ro Mo i s i u in formed me. 

«What d id he say? D i d he have any news 
about the recognit ion of our Government?» I 
asked. It was several days since we had handed 
the fore ign missions our request to the i r govern-

347 



merits for recognit ion of our Democrat ic Go ve r n ­
ment. (1) Bu t this had fa l len on deaf ears. 

«No,» repl ied Genera l Mo i s iu , «he d i d not 
touch on that prob lem, but to ld me that we 
should repai r the a i r f ie ld at Kuçova , because 
they are going to order a i rcraft to b r ing a id for 
the people!» 

«What d id you say to h im?» I asked. 
«We can't repa i r it at the moment,» I to ld 

h im, «because we have other more urgent p rob­
lems. 'We shal l help you, ' the Eng l i shman said, 
and the matter was left for me to discuss w i t h you.» 

«I agree,» I said, «but we must take a good 
look at what the i r a im is. As for wha t he to ld 
you about b r ing ing us 'a id' , we k now ve ry we l l 
how much they wo r r y about the interests of 
our people. It's more l i ke ly they ' re wo r r i ed about 
our oi l . Appa ren t l y they t h i nk they w i l l g ive 
us a few pounds and consider that they have 
bought the oi l - f ie ld.» 

Th is danger existed. At one t ime Ku ço va 
had been held as a concession by the Ang l o -
Pers ian O i l Company, wh i c h had sold i t to the 
Ita l ian company A I P A , w i t h r ights to exp lo i t i t 
for 99 years. N o w that Ita ly had been reduced 
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Soviet Government that in the present confused situation in 



to such a feeble condit ion, they might th ink that 
the t ime had come to take i t back, th is t ime for 
noth ing. 

Comrade Sp i ro came back again, ve ry angry, 
and to ld me: 

«It tu rned out just as you said, Comrade 
Enver . The B r i t i s h off icer met me and said w i t h ­
out a b lush: 'Here is our a id, 40 pounds. In fo rm 
us when you f in i sh repa i r ing the f ie ld so that 
the a i rcraf t can come!'» 

«Don' t distress yourself, Comrade Spiro,» 
I said, «we know exact ly what they are and we 
are sick and t i red of the i r 'aid'.» 

«I to ld the Eng l i shman: 'This isn't enough 
to feed the people who w i l l wo r k there for two 
days, so put i t back in your pocket, '» cont inued 
Sp i ro . «We shal l repa i r the a i r f ie ld when we 
need i t and when it suits us.'» 

W i t h th is par t ing shot, he b id the B r i t i sh 
«phi lanthropist» goodbye. 

We st i l l d id not know that L t . -Co l . Pa lmer , 
th rough Tarasconi , the manager of A I P A 
in Kuçova , had got contro l of the o i l . Th is act, 
too, wou ld be discovered and dealt w i t h later. 
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A lban ia they do not propose to recognise the «Provisional 
Government» set up there by the F .N.C. party. 
2. My government hope that the Soviet Government w i l l concur 
in this course. 
3. A similar communication is being addressed to the Govern­
ment of the United States.» (FO 371/43564-3530, No. 2179: PRO. 
Taken from photocopy of the original in the AIH, Tirana.) 



The B r i t i sh also sought the assistance of the 
Un i ted States of Ame r i c a as an a l ly to achieve 
their predatory aims. 

We had in format ion that an Ame r i c an m i l i ­
tary mission was staying w i t h Skënder Muço , 
a leader of the Ba l l i Kombëtar , in Duka t of 
V lo ra . Skënder Muço posed as a «patr iot» and 
it was rumoured that he was going to create a 
«social-democratic par ty» wh i ch never came to 
anyth ing. He was a two-faced ind iv idua l . He 
had placed himsel f in the service of both the 
Ang lo -Amer i cans and the Germans. The latter 
became aware of this and k i l l ed h im. 

Abou t the end of A p r i l or the beg inn ing of 
M a y 1944, I don't remember clearly, Thomas 
Stefani , w i t h two others, presented himsel f to 
our Staff at Helmës. He was about 30 years of 
age, a short, thick-set man. Sometimes he spoke 
Engl i sh, sometimes A lban ian . Bu t he spoke nei ther 
of them we l l and w i t h an accent as though he 
had a mou th fu l of porr idge. He had p lenty to 
say but not w i t h much sense. 

«I've been sent to the A l b an i an part isans 
by A i r Force Headquarters as l ia ison off icer,» 
this Amer i c an l ieutenant told us at the f i rst meet­
ing we had w i t h h im . 

«When were you sent?» we asked h im . 
«It's wart ime, gentlemen,» he said. «We set 

out some t ime ago, but we were obl iged to spend 
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several months, f i rst at K a r abu r un of Dukat 
and later as guests of M r . Muço, but he . . .» . 

«We knew he was bound to come to a bad 
end,» we to ld h im . «Severa l t imes we appealed 
to h im to jo in the Nat iona l L iberat ion Movement 
but he d idn ' t wan t to a n d . . . he was shot l ike a 
st ray dog. . .» 

«We three are of A l ban i an origin,» Thomas 
Stefan i hastened to say, to get off the subject 
of Skënder Muço , «we are f r om Korça.» 

«That is good to hear. As A lban ians we 
shal l get on wel l ,» I said. 

«First, I am an Amer i can , then an A l ban i an , 
gent lemen. Such is my duty.» 

«But what is you r duty?» I asked. 
«As l ia ison off icer, I shal l ensure commun i ­

cations between you and my Headquarters and 
w i l l report f r om t ime to t ime as the need arises. 
I have special instruct ions f r om Genera l S tawe l l 
to gather intel l igence in format ion on the enemy, 
especial ly number-p lates and other in format ion 
wh i ch w i l l help support the actions of your m i l i ­
tary forces against the occupier.» 

Th is was the «duty» of this degenerate A l ­
banian, who so fool ishly boasted to us that he 
was «f irst an Amer i can» . However , we knew that 
he had been sent to th row dust in the eyes of the 
A l ban i an fami l ies of economic emigrants in Ame r ­
ica in order to say to them: «You see, we too. 

351 



have come to help the A l ban i an people.» He 
had come to prepare the ground and the premises 
f o r the notor ious M r . Fu l t z , who was to organize 
plots and b lackma i l against ou r people's state 
power f r om the f i rst months of the l iberat ion of 
A lban ia . 

He was an ex-po l i ceman w h o m the A m e r i ­
cans later promoted to capta in and became the 
guide of the «pupi ls» and «boys» of Fu l t z , who 
had opened an off ice of the Ame r i c an O S S for 
A l ban i a i n B a r i i n Italy. 

The B r i t i sh and Amer i cans thought that 
everyth ing wou ld go smoothly for them and they 
acted. However , the Pa r t y countered thei r plans, 
fought them b low for b low and fo i led them one 
after the another. The Pa r t y wo rked to ensure 
that everyth ing wou ld go completely in favour of 
the A l ban i an people and of the freedom, indepen­
dence and sovereignty of our beloved Home land . 

W i t h the l iberat ion of A lban ia , the missions 
of Pa lmer and Thomas Stefan i disappeared, along 
w i t h the heads of react ion. The i r place was taken 
by the missions of the B r i t i sh Genera l Hodgson 
and the Amer i cans Jacobs and Fu l t z , Ang l o -
Amer i c an missions wh i c h had as the i r objective 
to organize the po l i t i ca l opposit ion, economic 
interference through U N R R A and sabotage o f 
the reconstruct ion of our country. 
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VII 

November 29, 1944. Victory — the whole 
country celebrates. Revolutionary measures. 
Missions for the «recognition» of our Democratic 
Government! Fultz: the «pupils» and the «boys.» 
«Philanthropic» instruments — «ML» and 
UNRRA. «We accept no conditions. We allow not 
even one officer to set foot on the wharf.» The 
«Opposition» — unfortunate actors in a drama 
that was a flap. Nobody can impose conditions on 
Albania. Paris: «Let the whole world know that 
the Albanian people do not permit any discus­
sion of their borders...» The saboteurs on trial. 
«Why did Mr. Fultz leave?» The Corfu Channel 
incident. At the Hague — the innocent guil­
ty. Why was the gold frozen? — Plunder. The 
«crabs» in action. Life is struggle — vigilance! 

On November 28, 1944, the Democrat ic 
Government of A l ban i a entered l iberated T i rana 
wh i c h had been turned into a heap of ru ins. The 
smel l of powder smoke st i l l l ingered. The Gov-
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ernment was welcomed w i t h indescr ibable en ­
thusiasm, w i t h songs, dances and f lowers, by the 
masses of the capita l c ity. It was the f i rst govern­
ment to emerge f r om the bosom of the people, 
f rom the barre l of the part isan r i f le . 

Shkodra , the ma in centre of Teuta of the 
I l lyr ians in ancient t imes, was l iberated on the 
fo l lowing day, November 29. Th is day ma rked 
the complete l iberat ion of A l ban i a . The f lag of 
Skanderbeg and Ismai l Qema l i waved p roud ly 
over the whole of A l ban i a . Th is was the greatest 
v ic tory in the history of the A l ban i an people. 
It was dedicated to the i r unr i va l l ed heroism, to 
the resolute and far-s ighted leadership of the 
Communis t Pa r t y of A lban ia , to the sons of this 
people who pressed fo rward through storms and 
tempests and were never conquered, but remained 
indomitable, fac ing the gal lows and bul lets on 
the batt lef ie ld, fac ing the intr igues, underhand 
plots and diabol ica l plans of the imperial ists, and 
wou ld a lways rema in indomitable in the future, 
too. 

The A l ban i an people's wa r in f l i c ted great 
mater ia l and human damage on the nazi-fascist 
occupiers. On our terr i tory 26,594 enemies were 
k i l led, 20,800 were captured, and tens of thous­
ands of others were wounded. The v i c tory cost 
A l ban i a ve ry dear. F o r this day 28,000 of its 
sons and daughters sacr i f iced thei r l ives in the 
f lower of the i r youth, that is, one ma r t y r fo r 
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every square k i lometre; 12,600 people were 
wounded, wh i le 10,000 others were interned in 
concentrat ion camps. 

Who le regions, towns and vi l lages were de­
vastated. The serious damage caused by the wa r 
added to the d i f f icu l t ies of the economy, wh i c h 
had been left complete ly backward and at the 
mercy of fate under the feudal regime of K i n g 
Zog. Ag r i cu l tu re was almost total ly ru ined. Who le 
tracts of land had been left unplanted. Enormous 
damage had been done to l ivestock fa rming. A l l 
the bridges had been b lown up. The roads, the 
few ex is t ing schools, the power stations, and 
water supp ly systems, the ports, and especial ly 
the mines, had been made unusable. The country 
was threatened w i t h famine. Trade had been 
para lyzed, the treasury was empty. 

Th i s was the s i tuat ion the A l ban i an peo­
ple and the Democrat ic government wh i ch emer­
ged f r om f ive years of unequa l war, inher i ted 
f rom the past react ionary regimes and the naz i -
fascist occupat ion. 

The Par ty , the people and the Government 
faced ma jo r tasks. A new fight, just as d i f f icu l t , 
if not more so, awaited us — the struggle for 
the reconstruct ion of the country, to heal the 
wounds wh i c h the enemy and the black past had 
inf l ic ted on us. 

We were conscious that we were go ing 
to t r i umph in this f ight, too, and we wou l d 
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achieve this, f i rst of a l l , by strengthening the 
Pa r t y and the people's state power, by steel ing 
the un i ty of a l l the wo rk i ng masses around the 
Pa r t y and the government. The v i c tory over the 
occupiers and the traitors had been achieved 
because blood was shed, and now it wou l d be 
defended and secured once again w i t h bloodshed 
and torrents of sweat. 

The strengthening of the Democrat ic F ron t 
was also on the agenda of the Pa r ty . It wou ld 
be a revo lut ionary organizat ion wh i c h in the 
construct ion of the new A lban ia , just as yester­
day in the war , wou l d p lay a decis ive role in 
the mi l i tant un i ty of the masses to car ry out new 
histor ic tasks. Unde r the leadership of the Pa r t y 
i t wou ld become the ma i n support of the new 
state in defeat ing the attempts of enemies to 
create «democrat ic part ies» as opposit ion part ies 
in order to spl it the un i t y of the people and seize 
state power f r om the i r hands. 

We set to wo r k for the reconstruct ion of 
our Homeland. Eve ry th ing had to be started f r om 
scratch, f r om the smallest th ing up to industry, 
wh i ch we d id not have in the true sense of the 
wo rd . We had to set i t up ourselves. We made 
the reconstruct ion a p rob lem of a l l the masses, 
especial ly of the youth, who placed themselves 
at the head of actions. An unprecedented en ­
thus iasm burst out everywhere. The revo lu t ion-
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ary tide was mount ing day by day. We were 
scor ing successes in every sector. 

As a result the grave wounds were healed 
re lat ive ly qu ick ly . The ru ined houses were rebui l t , 
wo r k began in the mines, the power stations, the 
few factories we inher i ted, the educat ional and 
cu l tura l inst i tut ions. Ag r i cu l tu re began its nor ­
ma l l i fe. 

Bu t a new economic base, an advanced econ­
omy, was requ i red to respond to the po l i t i ca l 
regime wh i c h was new in f o rm and content. 
Wi thout such a base it wou l d be a castle bui l t on 
sand. 

The government solved the economic- f inan­
cia l prob lem w i t h revo lut ionary measures wh i ch 
had to do not on ly w i t h the rev i va l of the country 
but also w i t h the weaken ing of the economic 
positions of the mercant i le capital ist bourgeoisie. 
As a result of the l aw on the special tax on wa r 
profits, a good par t of the b ig capita l wh i c h the 
capital ists had seized dur ing the w a r was placed 
in the service of the people and the reconstruc­
t ion of the country. W i t h this measure the Pa r t y 
struck a heavy b low at the b ig merchants, the 
usurers and the speculators. A l ong w i t h this i t 
carr ied out the nat ional izat ion of the ma in means 
of product ion, the mines, The Bank, the assets 
of po l i t i ca l fugit ives and fore ign capital ist com­
panies. The economic dependence on the i m ­
perial ist powers was ended and the pol i t ica l inde-
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pendence of A l ban i a was strengthened. The L and 
Re fo rm was made a rea l i ty under the s logan of 
the Party , «The land to those who t i l l i t !» 

Later the socio-economic transformat ions 
were to assume even greater proport ions. 

In the course of the struggle and wo r k to 
march ahead the Pa r t y and the A l b an i an people 
were bound to and d id r un up against in terna l 
react ion wh i ch , in the new condit ions, had placed 
a l l its hopes on the support of the Ang l o - Ame r ­
icans, who had long been wag ing an undercover 
struggle against us th rough the i r agents and the 
elements w h o m they recru i ted. The Ang l o - Ame r ­
icans themselves had not g iven up the i r plans, 
either. Wha t they had been unable to achieve 
dur ing the Nat iona l L ibera t ion W a r they t r ied to 
achieve after the L ibe ra t i on by f ight ing us in the 
most var ied ways and w i t h di f ferent means in the 
internat ional arena and w i t h i n the country, in 
order to deny our new state of people's democracy 
any support and to over throw it. 

W i t h the l iberat ion of A l b an i a by the people 
themselves and their army, we thought that the 
B r i t i sh and Amer i c an off icers, who had been de­
ployed dur ing the per iod of the wa r in di f ferent 
regions of our country, had come to the end of 
the i r «mission». Du r i ng the war the i r a im had been 
quite apparent: they had come not to assist our 
wa r but for espionage against it, to sabotage it, to 
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organize and strengthen interna l A l b an i an reac­
t ion and to help it seize power after the nazis 
left. Bu t the wa r bur ied thei r dreams. Never ­
theless, they d id not cease concocting other plans 
to real ize the i r old aims. Ou r victor ies were to 
make them even more fur ious and their struggle 
against us was becoming more open and fierce. 

In Feb rua r y -Ma r ch 1945, the B r i t i sh mission 
was enlarged and Genera l Hodgson came to 
head it. A l i t t le later the Amer icans, for their 
part, sent a c iv i l i an mission, headed by Jacobs, 
w i t h the old Ame r i c an agent in A lban ia , Ha r r y 
Fu l tz , as his assistant. 

Genera l Hodgson had his eye on the house 
in wh i c h Zog's uncle had l ived, a bu i ld ing near 
the present-day Qemal Stafa stadium. We gave 
it to h im. He came to pay us a v is i t at Hote l 
Da j t i because we st i l l had no offices. I went 
w i t h Dr . Omer N i shan i to pay h i m a re turn v is i t 
at his «residence». 

«I trust that the day w i l l not be far off 
when the embassy of Great B r i t a i n w i l l be estab­
l ished in this house, General ,» I said to h im. 

«It is the custom of our government not to 
be hasty in these matters, M r . Hoxha,» said Hodg ­
son. «Let us wa i t un t i l a constituent assembly, 
elected in the most democrat ic manner, deter­
mines the fo rm of the regime of the new A lban i an 
state.» 

«This w i l l be done ve ry soon,» I said. «The 
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Congress of Përmet decided this: 'A new people's 
democratic A l ban i a w i l l be bu i l t according to 
the w i l l of the people.' As youknow ,» I cont inued, 
«the foundations of the new pol i t i ca l power 
were la id there in favour of the insurgent people; 
the people themselves decided their own future. 
The Democrat ic Government wh i c h emerged f r om 
the Meet ing of Berat and wh i c h is the authent ic 
expression of the aspirat ions of the people, has 
the question of the elections to the Const i tuent 
Assembly as a fundamenta l task of its pub l i c l y 
proc la imed p rogram and I assure you that our 
elections w i l l be most democrat ic. The vot ing w i l l 
be free, direct and by secret ballot, on the basis 
of the electoral law. The Const i tuent Assembly , 
expressing the w i l l and aspirat ions of the people, 
w i l l decide the f o rm of the state.» 

«But in you r country, Genera l Hoxha , there 
is on ly one party — only you r Communis t 
Par ty !» said Hodgson. 

«It is t rue that there is on ly one par ty in 
our country, the Communis t Pa r t y of A l ban i a . 
It is very strong and its p rogram expresses the 
desires and aspirat ions of our people who are a 
people th i rs t ing for freedom,» I repl ied. « l t was 
created in the heat of the most ferocious wa r 
wh i ch mank ind , and our people, in part icular, have 
ever seen. The Commun is t Pa r t y of A l b an i a he­
ro ica l ly defended the interests of its own people, 
who are w i th i t and have great love for this 
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Par ty . They fo l lowed i t on the most d i f f i cu l t road 
and the ma in th ing is that they saw w i t h the i r own 
eyes that this Pa r t y was in the forefront of the 
great Na t iona l L ibera t ion W a r and gave fearless 
leadership, and that is w h y they formed their 
unshakeable fa i th in it. W h y d id the people not 
fo l low the Bal l ists, Zogites and other react ion­
aries, but recognized the Communis t Pa r t y as 
the i r sole leadership?» I asked h im . 

«Because you d id not a l low them, M r , 
Hoxha,» said the Genera l , speaking in a tone of 
d isapproval and f i x i ng me w i t h a ba le fu l gaze as 
he awai ted my reply. 

«That is you r opin ion, Genera l , but i t is w i t h ­
out foundat ion,» I to ld h im . «Assume for a 
minute that we accept your idea, then I ask y ou : 
W h y d id the Italians, the Germans, the Bal l ists, 
the Zogites and others, who committed a l l those 
cr imes against our people, not stop them 
f rom coming w i t h us? The answer i s ve ry s imple: 
the people hated them for the v i le deeds they 
perpetrated against them and fought them he­
roica l ly and w i t h self-sacrif ice. They uni ted a l l 
the i r phys ica l and sp i r i tua l forces around the 
Communis t P a r t y of A lban ia , to ld i t to lead 
them and i t d i d lead them, led t hem to v ictory, 
and now, Genera l , the people are in power and 
the Commun is t P a r t y — the defender of t he i r 
interests w i t h unwaver ing loyalty, i s in the l ead ­
ership.» 
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«The people have the i r own opinions wh i ch 
they want to express, M r . Hoxha,» cont inued the 
Genera l . 

«No one knows better than the communists 
that the people have the i r own opinions,» I re ­
pl ied, «Indeed, you are quite unable to conceive 
the strength of our people's opinions. If we had 
not l istened to the i r opinions and the i r voice they 
wou l d not have loved us and wou l d not love us 
now, they wou ld not have fo l lowed us and wou ld 
not be fo l low ing us step by step, as they are 
doing. Communis ts are a lways guided by a great 
pr inc ip le wh i c h they app ly: i t i s not enough s im ­
p l y to l isten to the opinions and the desires of 
the people, but you must real ize them in prac­
tice. We communists have done th is and are con­
t i nu ing to do it.» 

«But , M r . Hoxha , you do not permit other 
pol i t ica l parties to be formed,» objected the G e n ­
eral . «The people can express their w i l l f reely 
on l y i f they have other parties.» 

«It seems, M r . Hodgson,» I to ld h i m w i t h a 
smile, «that you cannot sleep at n ight because the 
'unfortunate ' A l b an i an people cannot speak be­
cause they do not have a number of parties. Bu t 
have the off icers of you r missions reported to you 
how the r i f le of our people sang and against 
whom i t sang? A r e you concerned that there 
should be other pol i t ica l parties for the people, 
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or for the beys, the feudal lords, the Zogites, the 
tra i tors and the speculators?». 

«Oh, no, parties for the people and the de­
mocrats,» repl ied the Genera l . 

«The people themselves are in power, they 
have the i r great organizat ion, the Democrat ic 
F ron t , in w h i c h they freely express the i r opinions. 
T h r ough th is organizat ion they are rea l iz ing 
every th ing the i r hearts desire, inc lud ing the con­
f iscat ion of the capita l of wea l thy merchants who 
have sucked the i r blood throughout the i r ex ist­
ence, the ca r ry ing out of the L and Re fo rm and 
other ma jo r reforms as qu i ck l y as possible, as we l l 
as the punishment of traitors. The Trade Un i on O r ­
ganizat ion has been set up. The youth and women 
have the i r own organizations,» I told the Genera l , 

«But a l l these are run by the Communis t 
Pa r ty ,» said the Genera l . 

«Who do you th ink they ought to be r un 
by, Genera l , by Zog and Ba z i i Canës?» 

«No,» said the Genera l f rown ing , because I 
was t reading on his corns. «I th ink, by some de­
mocrat ic par ty that m ight even be in opposition». 

«Oh,» I said, «you are ve ry concerned about 
a 'democrat ic ' party. Y o u r concern is unnecessary. 
Don ' t w o r r y yourself so much, leave us A lban ians 
to settle this matter ourselves. I te l l you, Genera l , 
we have no need for anyone f r om outside to 
he lp us. 

«There are ' f r iends' in the wor ld who make 
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the accusation against us that 'there is no de­
mocracy ' in our count ry ! If these 'fr iends', 
General , understand the te rm democracy as 
freedom for the col laborators w i t h the occu­
piers, as f reedom for the cr imina ls , specu la­
tors and usurers, who fattened on the blood 
of the people in the i r darkest days, as f reedom 
for the suppressors of the r ights and freedoms 
of the common masses, let these gent lemen under ­
stand c lear ly that there is not and never w i l l 
be such f reedom in the new democrat ic A l ban i a . 
Perhaps through the press you have fo l lowed the 
tr ia ls wh i c h the people's courts in our country 
have conducted against the remnants of fascism, 
the quis l ings and traitors recent ly. The people 
heard f r om the mouths of these c r imina ls what 
v i le deeds they had commit ted at the expense of 
the suf fer ing people. The people's courts c leared 
away the brambles and thorn bushes so that the 
tree could f lour i sh and grow up healthy. The i ron 
fist of the people's democracy w i l l a lways fa l l 
merci lessly on such elements. 

«From the t ime of the w a r the people and 
their Government have appealed to mis led i n ­
d iv iduals to change the i r course,» I cont inued. 
«Reasonable c lemency has been shown towards 
them, but they must not abuse th is c lemency and 
they w i l l be grave ly mis taken i f they take i t for 
weakness. These ind iv idua ls must honest ly adopt 
the course of the people. Th is w i l l save them.» 
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This was the essence of our ta lk w i t h the 
B r i t i s h Genera l on pol i t ica l questions. 

He could not have expressed his opinions, 
wh i c h were not un known to us, more openly. 
The important th ing was that we must a lways 
be v ig i lant, because the B r i t i sh and the A m e r ­
icans wou l d t r y to organize the remnants of 
react ion as a force to f ight us, step by step, in 
our wo r k of construct ion. 

We wou l d rep ly t o manoeuvres w i t h m a ­
noeuvres, w i thout ever fa l l ing into opportun ism 
or mak i ng any concession to the detr iment of the 
interests of the people. To manoeuvre in the i n ­
terests of the people means to strengthen their 
posit ion and weaken that of the enemy. Th is 
was the angle f r om wh i c h we wou l d v i ew the 
l ine of our fore ign pol icy. However , the p r ima ry 
th ing was to strengthen the in terna l posit ion of 
the country. We saw c lear ly that wha t the i m ­
perial ists had been unable to achieve du r i ng the 
war , they wou ld t r y to achieve now, after the 
war , w i t h the remnants of the Ba l l i Kombëta r 
and Lega l i te t i wh i c h wou ld represent in terna l 
react ion. Hence the strengthening of the in terna l 
posi t ion of the country was closely l i nked w i t h 
the strengthening of the Front , the state and the 
economy, wh i c h wou ld ensure the fa i lure of a l l 
the enemies' efforts. 

Immediate ly after L iberat ion, in terna l and 
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externa l reaction began a very wide range of 
manoeuvres. 

A l t hough the attempts of the Br i t i sh , in par ­
t icular, to make landings in A l b an i a under the 
cloak of a id had fa i led repeatedly du r i ng the 
war, they d id not give up this a im even af ter 
L iberat ion . Th is t ime they t r i ed to achieve i t 
th rough an organizat ion cal led «M i l i t a r y L ia i son» 
(ML) , wh i c h they had created some years ear­
l ie r al legedly to assist the B a l k an countries. 

As was revealed later, they had p rov ided 
ML w i t h two possible var iants for act ion i n 
regard to A l ban i a . The f i rst envisaged that, total ly 
d isregarding our government and w i thout ask ing 
its permission, i t wou ld d isembark its m i l i t a r y 
personnel in a l l our ports. Beh ind them, ready to 
give support, wou l d be the navy. If the off icers 
o f ML encountered armed resistance f r om the 
A l ban i an forces they wou l d f ight and th is wou l d 
be a casus belli, a good excuse for in tervent ion 
by the troops of the navy. In this way the occu­
pat ion wou ld be made a fait accompli. 

However , seeing that the Democrat ic G o v ­
ernment and the A l ban i an people were on the 
alert, the Ang lo -Amer i cans real ized that th is was 
impossible and were obl iged to t r y the other 
var iant, that of talks about «aid». They set two 
condit ions for g iv ing us this «aid»: 1,500-1,700 
off icers and specialists were to be brought in «to 
distr ibute i t» and ML centres wou l d be set up 
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i n a l l our ports, f r om wh i c h the i r men wou ld be 
a l lowed to «travel» everywhere. We could never 
accept such a th ing. It wou ld have been very 
dangerous. To accept 1,500-1,700 off icers wou l d 
mean to accept the «Tro jan Horse», «a sma l l 
a rmy», inside the country and the b ig a rmy 
wou ld fo l low it. Therefore, ou r rep ly was a cate­
gor ical «no». W h e n they fa i led w i t h the p lan of 
ML they offered A l ban i a the other side of the 
same meda l — U N R R A . 

To th is end, Co lone l Oak l e y -H i l l a r r i ved in 
A l ban i a . Th i s was the th i rd t ime that this senior 
off icer, whose heart «ached» for A lban ia , had 
come to our country. The f i rst t ime, he came to 
organize K i n g Zog's gendarmer ie; the second t ime 
w i t h a group of A l b an i an «patriots», v i a Y ugo ­
slavia, and attempted to organize the people 
«against fascism»; wh i l e here he was now for the 
th i rd t ime in the role of the representative of 
U N R R A «to assist A l ban i a in its rehabi l i tat ion»! 
As soon as he a r r i ved in T i r ana he sought a 
meeting w i t h me to discuss the agreement w i t h 
U N R R A . I left h i m wa i t i ng for a week or two 
because I had no t ime to see h im . In the end 
I received h im . He spoke at length about U N R R A , 
its purpose and its ro le! 

«You ask that the agreement should be 
signed by me as Genera l Commander of the 
Nat iona l L ibe ra t i on A r m y , o r P r ime M in i s te r o f 
the Nat iona l L ibera t ion Government ,» I said. 
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«Apparent l y your chiefs are st i l l us ing the w a r ­
t ime terms. I cannot imagine that they do not 
know that A l ban i a has had a Democrat ic Gove rn ­
ment for almost one year now. W h y is the re­
quest formulated in these terms?!» I asked. 

«That w i l l be just a lapsus linguae 
Genera l . The ma in th ing is acceptance of the 
personnel that we want to b r ing to A l b an i a to 
distr ibute the mater ia l among the people,» he 
repl ied. 

«We shal l d istr ibute the mater ia l ourselves, 
M r . H i l l ,» I to ld h im . «You may send people 
just to hand over the goods and that is a l l . It 
is our task to d istr ibute it to the people accord­
ing to the i r needs. Th is cannot be done other­
wise.» 

«Ve ry we l l , I sha l l re fer this to the centre,» 
said Hi l l . 

«F ina l l y there's the question of the personnel 
o f the M L . They must be w i t h d r awn immediate­
ly,» I added. 

«I beg you to permit some of the ML to 
stay to assist U N R R A , » said H i l l . 

«In no way . A l l the ML personnel must be 
w i thdrawn,» I repl ied categorical ly. 

«Very we l l , I sha l l refer this to the centre,» 
repl ied H i l l . 

It was not long before Jacobs came to me 
to ta lk «sweetly,» w i t h the intent ion of gett ing 
as much as he could out of us. 
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He started by te l l ing me the «reasons» for 
the coming of the miss ion and the delay in the 
recognit ion of the Democrat ic Government of 
A lban ia , wh i ch for me were s imply lieux com-
muns,* a repet i t ion of what I had heard f r om his 
colleague, Hodgson. 

«The explanat ions wh i c h you have g iven 
me about you r mission and the postponement of 
the recognit ion of our government seem to us 
unconv inc ing, M r . Jacobs. Y o u r fo rmula that 
' recognit ion must come after the s i tuat ion in A l ­
bania becomes clear', is absurd. Recognit ion should 
result f r om the w a r we have waged against the 
nazi-fascists. However , that is your affair . The 
A l ban i an people are profound ly ind ignant and 
fur ious also about the injust ice wh i ch was done 
them in deny ing the i r legit imate r ight to 
send the i r representatives to the San Franc isco 
Conference.» 

«Other countries, too, d id not take part in 
that conference, M r . Hoxha ,» he said. 

«Bu t A l ban i a has occupied an important place 
in the bloc of anti-fascist nations. Th is has been 
admitted even by the personalit ies of your coun­
try. Amongst those who attended there were 
some who not on ly d id not contr ibute to this 
wa r but, on the contrary, col laborated w i t h the 
Hit ler i tes d i rect ly or indirect ly , wh i l e A l ban i a 

* trite phrases. 
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remains outside the U N O to this day. It does not 
ask this f r om anybody as a favour. It is a r ight 
i t has earned w i t h bloodshed and superhuman 
sacrifices, by hur l i ng itself unreservedly into the 
f ight for its own freedom and the f reedom of 
other peoples, for the r ights of mank i nd . Neve r ­
theless, the A l ban i an people, loya l to the end 
to the anti-fascist al l iance, w i l l cont inue to make 
their contr ibut ion to the just so lut ion of problems 
wh i ch have to do w i t h the future of the peoples.» 

«I am of the same op in ion as you, General ,» 
said Jacobs d ip lomat ica l ly , «and I am convinced 
that this matter w i l l be re-examined. Bu t I also 
want to ta lk to you about the quest ion of 
U N R R A . As you know, i t has been created to 
assist the peoples who have fought.» 

«I know this,» I said. «I have heard it f r om 
others, too.» 

«Aha , 'a l ly ' ,» I thought to myself, «I know 
what you have in mind.» However , he was r ight. 
As a servant of imper ia l i sm, he was bound to 
t r y to get this instrument of the Ang lo -Amer i cans 
established in A l ban i a because they hoped by 
this means to put pressure on our government 
and to erode our people's power f r om w i th i n . 

«However, I want to te l l you that you cannot 
make yourself an except ion f r om the other coun­
tries, M r . Hoxha . U N R R A has its o w n regulat ions 
and they must be applied,» he cont inued. «Where -
ever U N R R A has sent aid, i t has d istr ibuted 
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the goods itself in each centre, t own and vi l lage. 
Th is is how i t operates in Yugos lav ia and else­
where. However , I hear that you do not agree 
w i t h this.» 

Wi thou t doubt H i l l had in formed h i m about 
the ta lk he had had w i t h me. The general v i ew 
was that the inf luence of the Amer i cans was 
becoming predominant over that of the B r i t i sh 
in U N R R A and already the contours of the ten ­
tacles of Ame r i c an imper ia l i sm were becoming 
more obvious. Unc le Sam was tak ing over the 
reins f r om John Bu l l , i f he had not already done 
so, and the wh i p wou ld crack even more heav i ly 
on the backs of the peoples. 

«Mr . Jacobs, you are in A l ban i a and A l ban i a 
has its own laws. F o r you r benefit, I sha l l repeat 
what you have apparent ly been in formed about: 
I f you t ru l y want to b r ing us the a id of U N R R A , 
we are here. Send it to the port of Dur rës and 
hand i t over to the por t authorit ies. Don ' t con­
cern yourselves about where we shal l d istr ibute 
it. We are the government of the people and we 
strive on the people's behalf. We sha l l take the 
aid to its dest inat ion wherever the needs are 
greatest.» 

« U N R R A is nei ther a B r i t i sh nor Amer i can 
organizat ion, and th is you know very we l l . I t is 
an internat iona l organizat ion,» he said w i t h a 
begui l ing smile. «Nei ther you nor I, nor any other 
party has the r ight to violate its rules.» 
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«Stuff and nonsense!» I said angr i ly . «Let 
us not beat about the bush: we do not permi t 
a l l those off icers to enter A l ban i a . We agree that 
the goods should come and be handed over to 
our authorit ies in the presence of one or two 
off icers of you r miss ion in T i rana, and the re­
presentative o f U N R R A w i l l be g iven receipts 
for the goods wh i c h are del ivered. That w i l l be 
the end of its wo r k and yours on th is question.» 

«Oh, no! That is not acceptable,» said Jacobs. 
«Very we l l . In that case we do not wan t 

the a id of U N R R A , » I said. «We do not accept 
the condit ions. We do not permi t even one off icer 
to set foot on the whar f .» 

On previous occasions, du r i ng the war , «a l ­
l ies» and «fr iends» of th is k i n d had come, smi led 
at us and snarled, brought us u l t imatums and 
«good t id ings» and left us on ly w i t h ta lk about 
their so-cal led aid. McLean , Davies, Pa lmer , 
Thomas Stefan i and now Hodgson and H i l l , Jacobs 
and Fu l t z were a l l b i rds of a feather, had the 
same plans and were pursu ing the same course. 

W i t h the few rags they were going to send 
us as «aid» Ame r i c a and B r i t a i n wanted to te l l 
the A lban ians : «It is we who are keep ing you 
al ive. Y o u r government is going bankrupt , i t 
cannot get along w i thout us, therefore prepare 
to oppose it, i f not w i t h revolts at least w i t h 
your votes in the elections to the Const i tuent 
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Assembly.» A n d th is propaganda, of course, 
wou ld be spread by thei r off icers who were a l le­
gedly to distr ibute the U N R R A «aid», the second­
hand c loth ing and weev i l y beans, and wou ld at­
tempt to engage in espionage and extend their 
network of spies and saboteurs. Proceeding f r om 
their imper ia l is t logic, they bel ieved that our 
people wou ld sel l the i r f reedom and indepen­
dence for some mater ia l a id they might send us. 
The manoeuvre was clear. However , they d id 
not fool us, the i r a ims were very obvious to us. 

We reached agreement that the «aid» wou ld 
come, not under the i r condit ions but under ours. 
Nevertheless, we kept our eyes open and we 
foi led any attempt to do us ha rm. 

F ina l l y , almost as if by accident, Jacobs 
asked me: 

«In the documents you have publ ished you 
say that a l l the pol i t ical , economic and mi l i ta ry 
agreements wh i c h K i n g Zog had w i t h other 
states are to be re-examined and annul led. Does 
this also app ly to those w i t h the Amer i c an go­
vernment?» 

«Yes,» I repl ied. «These agreements are l i ke 
Nasredin's na i l , (1) M r . Jacobs, but our people 
pul led out this na i l at the Congress of Përmet. 

1 A popular expression to show how someone, by trickery, 
ensures his ownership of some minor unimportant thing with in 
the property of someone else in order to use it as a pretext to 
gradually seize the whole property. 
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Without doubt you have been in formed about 
th is Congress and the histor ic decisions taken 
there by the representatives of the people. The 
head of your m i l i t a ry miss ion was present there 
as an observer and heard w i t h his own ears what 
was said, what was decided, and who decided 
on this question. Speak ing of this, we also inv i ted 
an observer f r om the B r i t i sh miss ion to Përmet . 
instruct ing h im not to pub l i sh the date and place 
at wh i ch i t wou ld be held. He descr ibed the C o n ­
gress as ' un l awfu l ' and d i d not come. Bu t the 
Germans and tra i tors wou ld have come i f our 
part isan brigades had not organized an heroic 
defence. That is a separate issue, but let us re turn 
to your question. The decis ion on the matter you 
ment ioned was taken at this Congress. At Berat 
the Democrat ic Government pledged to car ry 
through to the end the tasks w i t h wh i c h i t was 
charged, among wh i c h is the examinat ion and 
cancel l ing of the agreements wh i ch the ' c lown 
of progress', Ahme t Zog, concluded. Th is is the 
decis ion and desire of the people and w i l l cer­
ta in ly be carr ied out, irrespective of whether 
those affected are great or smal l . However , in 
ment ion ing it, M r . Jacobs, you 'forgot' the f i na l 
phrase of th is decis ion: ' . . . those wh i c h are to 
the detr iment of the A l ban i an people and state.' 
Th is means that some of them, especial ly the 
bi latera l ones, can be re-examined w i t h the A m e ­
r i can government after the establ ishment of d i -
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plomatic relat ions w i t h it, mak ing the necessary 
changes in the spir i t of equal i ty and rec iproci ty 
and s t r ipp ing them of any content wh i ch violates 
the pol i t ica l and economic independence of A l ­
bania. G i ve the green l ights of recognit ion and 
the establ ishment of d ip lomat ic relations, M r . 
Jacobs, and then we shal l look into these mat ­
ters in detail.» 

«Let us wa i t and hope,» he repl ied. 

These were al legedly peaceful, a l l ied mis­
sions, wh i ch were «to in fo rm» the i r governments 
«about the development of the situat ion in A l b a ­
nia», «about the level of democracy» wh i ch 
wou ld be establ ished in this country, and about 
the character o f the reforms wh i c h the new A l ­
ban ian government wou ld carry out, in order 
to «prepare» its recognit ion by the B r i t i sh and 
Amer i c an governments. 

Th is was the appearance they assumed. 
In essence they had other aims. Bu t we 

were not going to swa l low the tales of Genera l 
Hodgson, or of Jacobs or Fu l t z . The i r aims had 
become clear to us dur ing the t ime of the wa r 
when they to ld us that, «first we must acquaint 
ourselves w i t h the s i tuat ion and then we shal l 
supply you w i t h weapons.» The old aims were 
h idden beh ind new phrases, st i l l presented under 
the disguise of allies, but now w i t h new people 
and other methods. Bo th sides smi led at each 
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other, but both kept the i r eyes open, because 
they were mak ing plans to attack us and we to 
defend ourselves; they were p lott ing wh i l e we 
were v ig i lant, we had to discover the i r secret 
agents and defeat their subversive act iv i ty. 

The Ang l o -Ame r i c an missions qu i ck l y u n ­
derstood the v i ta l i t y of our people's state power 
and the unwaver ing , uny ie ld ing stand of our 
government towards the i r t r i ckery . They were 
terr i f ied when they saw w i t h the i r own eyes 
that the l inks of the people w i t h the govern­
ment were becoming ever stronger, that the 
people's state power was being consol idated and 
the f i rst s igni f icant victories were being achieved 
in the work of reconstruct ion in our country. 
They set about the i r wo r k of sabotage in every 
possible f ie ld of the new l i fe that was emerging 
in A lban ia , in order to lower the prestige of the 
Democrat ic Government and over throw the peo­
ple's state power. 

The i r f irst task was to establish contact w i t h 
and organize a l l the enemies of the people: the 
war cr iminals, the beys, the merchants h i t by 
our reforms, the react ionary intel lectuals, the 
spies and immora l women, in brief, a l l the scum. 
They collected up the i r agents and began to 
f inance them, to encourage them and sool them 
on to attack the people's state power. The head­
quarters of the missions qu i ck l y became centres 
of espionage, sabotage and armed plots. 
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The ma in direct ion in wh i c h they started 
their wo r k was that of creat ing po l i t i ca l con­
fusion, but here they ran up against the strength 
of the Pa r t y and our people. They a imed to 
create among the masses the opin ion that A l b a ­
n ia could not exist on its own, wi thout the 
po l i t i ca l and mater ia l a id of B r i t a i n and Amer i c a . 
These two b ig states could not tolerate the ex i s ­
tence of a communist state l i ke A l ban i a in wh i c h 
the people, led by the Communis t Par ty , were 
in power . They spread their propaganda openly 
and in disguised forms. 

W i thou t doubt, the B r i t i sh and Amer i c an 
missions had created the i r agency among the 
react ionary elements of the Ba l l i Kombë ta r and 
Legal i tet i du r i ng the Nat iona l L iberat ion W a r 
and after L ibera t ion these elements remained 
camouf laged and cont inued the i r hosti le wo r k 
under the lap. 

In order to f ight us, the B r i t i sh mission, 
headed by Genera l Hodgson, used this agency 
to spread such rumours as, «these boys f r om the 
mounta ins have no exper ience in govern ing the 
country or runn ing the economy», «they w i l l 
go bankrupt», «it won' t be long before they 
need us», «this wave w i l l pass and then we shal l 
be back in power», «B r i t a i n and Ame r i c a cannot 
permit th is situation», etc. 

F o r his part, Fu l t z hoped that a l l the former 
pupi ls of the Techn ica l School in T i rana, of wh i c h 
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he had been director for a long t ime du r i ng the 
regime of Zog, wou ld be w i t h h im . It never 
occurred to h i m that the overwhe lm ing major i t y 
of those former pupi ls, l i ke a l l the A l b an i an 
youth, had been in the f ront l ine of the f ight a-
gainst the occupiers. However , in the ranks of 
these former students there were some whom 
he had t r ied to recru i t as agents years before, 
by runn ing a special course for them at n ight 
in the home of the v i ce-pr inc ipa l of the Techn i ­
ca l School, Ho l l ingstand. He was sure that 
these «pupi ls» wou ld not have forgotten thei r 
«teacher». Indeed, Fu l t z had in fo rmat ion that 
they were engaged in hostile act iv i ty . Th is then 
was to be M r . Fu l tz ' s ma in cont ingent in his 
efforts to car ry out the tasks entrusted to h im by 
his chiefs in Wash ington. 

The Amer i c an miss ion also bel ieved that 
the fami l ies of A l ban i an economic emigrants 
in the U S A wou ld become a support and a source 
of in format ion and agents. However , Fu l t z was 
w rong in this. 

He also had expectat ions of another source. 
Du r i ng the t ime of the war , Fu l t z had t ra ined his 
«boys» in the special espionage course wh i c h the 
SBS* had set up in Italy w i t h former A l ban i an 
internees after they were released. Some of 
these elements managed to penetrate into the 

* Secret Balkan Service, a branch of the OSS. 
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ranks of the part isan army and some even became 
members of our Par ty . 

A fu r the r source of in format ion for the 
Ame r i c an miss ion wou ld be some former students 
who had begun the i r instruct ion in espionage 
in var ious schools abroad, such as Robert C o l ­
lege in Istanbul, under the direct ion of a certa in 
F isher, etc. 

W i t h these contingents he set to wo rk to 
ensure that A l ban i a turned its eyes to the 
«democrat ic» West, to Amer i ca . 

He had new tasks to give his «boys and 
students». They had to get into positions in 
the new state power and work secretly for a 
coup d'état, or if noth ing came of this, internal 
disturbances or border provocations wou ld be 
created in order to b r ing about an armed in terven­
t ion. They were to car ry out sabotage everywhere 
and spread rumours against the people's state 
power, wh isper ing that the A t l an t i c Char ter 
was not respected in A lban ia , that here there 
was no other par ty besides the Communis t Pa r t y 
and no newspapers to represent di f ferent pol i t ica l 
tendencies. 

The Ang l o -Ame r i c an agency was ordered 
into act ion. 

The B r i t i sh Major , Neel , cont inued his «mis­
sion» begun dur ing the wa r for the organizat ion 
of the react ionary c lergy in Shkodra . He inc i ted 
them to cause serious disturbances wh i ch were 
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meant to lead to «c iv i l wa r» and th is was to be 
the excuse for the «big democracies» to under ­
take m i l i t a ry intervent ion to que l l this war . 
Fo l l ow ing the instruct ions of the off icer of the 
B r i t i sh mission, the react ionary c lergy had l i nked 
up w i t h the fugit ives in the mounta ins and d is­
contented elements and had begun to wo r k on the i r 
believers to create discontent among them and 
spread hostile, confusing rumours. The armed 
actions burst out. Ca r r y i ng out the orders of the 
Vat i can, too, the residence of the A rchb i shop in 
Shkodra was made the «Headquarters» of the 
react ionary insurgents. However , the detach­
ments of our a rmy defeated the «upr is ing» w i t h i n 
two days. The p lan for the land ing fa i led again, 
just as it had done dur ing the war . 

In Kuçova , the B r i t i sh mission, wo r k i ng 
through its agent Tarasconi , an Ita l ian fascist 
left in A lban ia , attempted to destroy the o i l -
wel ls and the ref inery. The agent was discovered. 
At his t r i a l he spi l led the beans about ou r 
«friends». 

The agents of the B r i t i sh and Amer i cans 
encouraged the b lack market in order to create 
poverty and discontent among the masses. The 
over thrown classes were react iv ized and i n f u ­
r iated because they could not reconci le themselves 
to the major transformat ions being carr ied out 
by the people's state power. They cou ld not sto-
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mach the L and Reform, the national izat ions, 
the special taxes on war t ime profits, the develop­
men t of educat ion and cul ture, hence they 

fought them, sometimes arrogantly, sometimes 
by t r i ckery ; they sent appeals and compla ints 
to the i r «umbrel las», the Ang l o -Amer i c an m is ­
sions, to intervene against these «injustices» 
wh i ch the people were imposing on them. Despite 
the i r desires and efforts, however, the «umbre l la» 
saw that it was impossible to come to the i r 
rescue d i rect ly . They had to continue the struggle 
against us under cover. 

Wh i l e not re l inqu ish ing the above forms, 
the B r i t i sh and Amer i cans concentrated thei r 
attent ion on the creat ion of the «opposition». 
Th is was essential for them because the t ime 
of the election campaign was approaching. They 
establ ished connections w i t h react ionary elements 
and disguised traitors in the Democrat ic Front , 
such as Shefqet Beja , R i z a Dan i , G je rg j Kokosh i , 
Se laud in Toto, Sam i Qer ibashi , Suat As l l an i and 
others. Some of these were instructed to come 
out openly at suitable moments, wh i le others 
were to rema in l i ke the men concealed in the 
«Tro jan Horse», so that at the opportune moment 
they cou ld be released to undermine the F ront 
f r om w i t h i n and suddenly stab us in the back. 

Th is was a wide-rang ing p lan, d r awn up 
and co-ordinated by London and its transat lant ic 
a l ly . 
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We heard rumours that react ion was mak i ng 
f rant ic afforts to create a par ty wh i c h wou l d 
come out against the p rogram of the F ron t and 
as the people say, «There is no smoke w i thout 
f ire.» 

The questions wh i ch Genera l Hodgson asked 
in a ta lk we had when he came to A l b an i a were 
not wi thout signif icance. 

«W i l l any group take par t in the elections 
as an opposit ion outside the F ron t?» the Genera l 
wanted to know, after I had repl ied to his ques­
t ion about po l i t i ca l part ies. 

«The indicat ions up to the present, Genera l , 
are that there is no such group and there is no 
reason for one,» I repl ied. «Do you know w h y ? 
The war of the A l ban i an people solved this p rob ­
lem. The war , the people's revolut ion, got r i d of 
the 'Opposit ion' , because it fe l l into the lap 
of the occupiers and compromised itself.» 

«Nevertheless, M r . Hoxha , are there not 
at least, independent candidates who w i l l com­
pete in the election campaign?» the Genera l 
asked me. 

«There may be ind iv idua ls who do not l i ke 
the pol icy of the new people's state power, 
Genera l , and this is logical . In our country the 
F ront includes the overwhe lming major i t y of 
the A l ban i an people. Th is is a great v i c tory for 
democracy. It has not been ordained that w i thout 
an opposit ion there is no democracy. Indeed, th is 
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is the broadest democracy, the democracy of 
the major i ty ,» I cont inued. 

«I was speaking of independent candidates,» 
in ter rupted the Genera l . 

«The electoral l aw guarantees everyone the 
r ight to put fo rward his own candidature. In 
our country, the r ight to elect and be elected 
exists for a l l those who have reached the age 
requ i red by the law, apart f rom the former 
qu is l ing ministers and those who have been 
sentenced to depr ivat ion of c i v i l r ights. F o r e xam­
ple, if independent candidates are to emerge in 
the elect ion campaign, in an electoral distr ict of 
10 to 12 thousand voters, they must f ind at 
least 20 people to endorse their independent 
candidature. It w i l l be no faul t of ours, or of 
the electoral law, i f such ind iv idua ls are unable 
to f i nd even so few people to support them in 
the elect ion. The fault w i l l be the i r own, because 
they have aroused the people's hatred and can­
not get the i r support.» 

«Is there no press apart f r om the off ic ia l 
one?» asked the Genera l , as if he d id not know. 

«It is true that there are no press organs 
apart f r om the of f ic ia l ones, but everyone, w i th 
the except ion of enemies, Genera l , has the r ight 
to wr i t e in the of f ic ia l press,» I to ld h im. 

It was not long before we were hear ing 
these things that this representative of foreign 
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react ion said to me dip lomat ica l ly , in other, more 
aggressive forms, f r om in terna l react ion. 

Other part ies could not be created in A l b a ­
nia, not only because the bourgeoisie was weak 
economical ly and had st i l l not fo rmed its t r ad i ­
t ion in this f ie ld, but because the Communis t 
Pa r t y consol idated itself qu i ck l y dur ing the war, 
and the people accepted it as the i r sole leadership. 
A f t e r L ibera t ion the social base of the bourgeoisie 
was e l iminated by the reforms of the new state 
power, thus the basis for its part ies was l iqu idat ­
ed, too. Inject ion f r om abroad remained the 
only course open, and the B r i t i sh and Amer i cans 
t r ied to give it this. 

To this end the representatives of react ion 
organized meetings in the presence of foreigners 
and these foreigners were none other than m e m ­
bers of «al l ied» missions and journal ists. Hence, 
the min i-part ies, and these of course on crutches, 
could be created on ly on the in i t iat ive and urg ing 
of the imperial ists, and th is is what occurred. 
Groups to wh i ch thei r authors attached such 
labels as the «monarchist group», the «resistance 
group», the «social-democrat ic group», sprang 
up l ike mushrooms after the ra in and emerged 
on the stage to p lay the i r role as unfor tunate 
actors in a drama that was a f lop. 

On instruct ions f r om Hodgson and Fu l t z , 
the chiefs of the «Opposit ion» were to openly 
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oppose the E lectora l L a w wh i c h was to be dis­
cussed by the Ant i - fasc is t Na t iona l L ibera t ion 
Counc i l ( A N L C ) . Th is act wou ld close the ranks 
of react ion, confuse the waverers and wou ld also 
give the «fr iends» the opportuni ty to have the i r 
say in one f o rm or another. 

The day when the meet ing of the A n t i ­
fascist Na t i ona l L ibe ra t ion Counc i l was held in 
the «Kosova» C inema, Genera l Hodgson and 
M r . Fu l t z fo l lowed its proceedings attentively, 
expect ing the ch icken to emerge f r om the egg 
wh i c h they and the i r colleagues had been hatch­
ing w i t h such care. React ion began to raise its 
head precisely when the draft of the E lectora l 
L a w was presented and the debate commenced. 
G je rg j Kokosh i , p r imed by the Br i t i sh , openly 
expressed the v i ew of react ion opposed to the 
draft. The other members of the Ant i - fasc is t 
Na t iona l L ibera t ion Counc i l rejected the thesis 
of the enemy and G je rg j Kokosh i demonstrat ively 
wa l ked out of the F ron t in order to become the 
leader of the «Opposi t ion» outside the Front , ac­
cord ing to the plans of the B r i t i sh and Amer icans . 

Th is was a s ignal for react ion to operate out 
in the open. We knew about its movements, 
kept our eyes open, had no i l lus ions that a l l the 
national ists in the F ron t w i thout except ion were 
honest, because some of them had been put into 
i t to undermine i t f r om w i th i n . Nevertheless, 
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our a im was to uncover the enemy and w i n a l l 
the waver ing elements to our side. 

We marched fo rward . 
The Ant i - fasc is t Na t iona l L ibe ra t ion Counc i l 

decided that the elections wou l d be held on 
December 2, 1945. The Democrat ic F ron t issued 
the proc lamat ion on the elections. The great 
po l i t i ca l act ion — the elect ion campaign, c om ­
menced. Interna l react ion made strenuous efforts 
to take par t in the elections w i t h its own lists. 
However , i t found no support among the people 
and fa i led. The l ists of candidates of the F ron t 
were proc la imed. The people he ld b ig ral l ies 
everywhere and amongst great enthus iasm and 
rejoic ing, approved the lists presented. The elec­
t ion campaign was tu rn ing into a great popu la r 
plebiscite. 

Th is was madden ing to the enemies. They 
tr ied to have the elect ions postponed. A n d when 
th is fa i led, too, they set to wo rk to t r y to organize 
a boycott of the elections by spreading rumours 
l ike, «there is no democracy», «the E lectora l L a w 
is ant i-democrat ic», «there is a one-party d ic ta­
torship», and so on, wh i c h we had heard d i rect ly 
or ind i rect ly f r om Hodgson, Jacobs and Co. 

Two audiences w i t h i n one day. Two d i a ­
metr i ca l ly opposed stands. 

On November 10, 1945, the head of the 
Soviet M i l i t a r y Miss ion, came to me and handed 
me the note of the Soviet government i n f o rm ing 
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us that it had taken a decision to recognize the 
A l ban i an government and establ ish d ip lomat ic 
relat ions w i t h it. 

«This is a fresh proof of the sincere f r i end ­
sh ip of the Soviet people, the i r government, and 
Genera l iss imo Sta l in for our people and the i r 
government,» I said to Sokolov. «The establ ish­
ment of these d ip lomat ic relat ions w i l l fu r ther 
strengthen the f r iendship of our people w i t h the 
Soviet people.» 

«This is the desire of the Soviet people, 
too,» said the Colonel . 

«We are overjoyed at the h igh assessment 
that you r government has made of the cont r ibu­
t ion of the A l ban i an people to the wa r against 
the I ta l ian and Ge rman occupiers, as we l l as 
of the work of reconstruct ion of the country.» 

«It is the du ty of our government to do 
this, because the A l ban i an people deserve it,» 
said the Soviet off icer. 

«Please transmit to the Soviet people, their 
government and General iss imo Sta l in the greet­
ings and pro found grat i tude of the A l ban i an 
people and their Democrat ic Government for this 
lof ty gesture of fr iendship,» I said in conclusion. 

Two or three hours later, Hodgson and 
Fu l t z came. 

In th is heal thy revo lut ionary s ituat ion, the 
B r i t i sh and Amer i c an governments understood 
that they were being exposed through this delay 
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in grant ing recognit ion. To escape fur ther expo­
sure, they were obl iged to t ry a po l i t i ca l m a ­
noeuvre. 

Genera l Hodgson spoke f i rst : 
«His Majesty 's Government ,» he said, «has 

taken the decis ion to accord recognit ion to you r 
Government and is ready to send its d ip lomat ic 
representat ives. . .» 

«We are very pleased that at last the B r i t i sh 
government has been convinced of the great 
t ru th wh i ch exists in my coun t ry . . .» 

The B r i t i sh Genera l in terrupted me, « H o w -
ever, this is on condi t ion that your government 
w i l l guarantee that the elections are conducted 
in a free and secret manner.» 

Fu l t z nodded his head in approva l and 
immediate ly looked at me awa i t ing my reply. 

«The Democrat ic Government of A lban ia , 
Gent lemen, is ve ry concerned about the observa­
t ion of these pr inc ip les. It has defended them 
and w i l l defend them w i t h a l l its strength, because 
they are consecrated in l aw by the meetings 
of representatives of the A l b an i an people who 
have shed the i r blood to establ ish and protect 
them. Th is is the most rel iable guarantee that 
these freedoms and r ights w i l l be appl ied in 
practice. The E lectora l L a w ensures the r ights 
of a l l ind iv idua ls and groups, apart f r om fascists, 
to take par t in this impor tant event in the 
history of our people. We shal l respect the 
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secrecy and freedom of vot ing w i t h the greatest 
seriousness,» I stressed. 

«His Majesty 's Government also demands 
that the press must be free,» added the Genera l . 

«I assure you, Genera l , that the freedom of 
the press has been and w i l l a lways rema in one 
of the basic pr inc ip les of our democracy,» I 
repl ied. 

«The f i na l request, Genera l Hoxha,» said 
Hodgson, «is that fore ign correspondents should 
be permi t ted to observe the procedure of the 
elections in A lban ia .» 

Fu l t z nodded again. 
«Fore ign correspondents are not prohib i ted 

f r om enter ing A lban ia , Genera l , and the govern­
ment has prov ided a l l faci l i t ies for them. Let 
them come and see de visu how broad and 
genuine our democracy is.» 

«The Ame r i c an government has also decided 
to recognize you r government,» said Fu l t z at 
last. «I am expect ing the a r r i va l of the note 
f r om moment to moment. Bu t accord ing to my 
instruct ions, besides the condit ions wh i ch M r . 
Hodgson has presented, the Amer i c an govern­
ment also demands the implementat ion of the 
treaties or agreements that were concluded be­
tween the two countr ies before A p r i l 7, 1939.» 

«Mr . Fu l t z , I have already made this matter 
clear in a meet ing wh i ch I had ear l ier w i t h M r . 
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Jacobs. I do not w i thd raw one comma f rom what 
I said then.» 

A f t e r rep ly ing to Fu l t z , I cont inued: 
«Gent lemen, I sha l l t ransmit wha t you have 

communicated to me to our government, but I 
want to say to you in advance that the quest ion 
of the recognit ion of the Democrat ic Government 
of A l ban i a should not be dragged on so long and, 
moreover, condit ions should not be attached to 
it. The Soviet Un ion , Yugos lav ia and Po land 
have recognized our government wh i c h emerged 
f rom the wa r and the bosom of this long-suf fer ing 
people. Th is is a great sat isfact ion for the A l b a ­
n ian people wh i ch they fu l l y deserve. The other 
countries, and in the f i rst place, the great all ies, 
B r i t a i n and Amer i ca , wh i ch are the closest 
witnesses of the i r war , should have done this, 
too. The fact that condit ions are placed on the 
recognit ion and establ ishment of d ip lomat ic re la­
tions astonishes us. H o w can condit ions be placed 
on the recognit ion of the government of a heroic 
people who poured out a l l the i r energies for 
freedom, for the great common cause of the 
all ies? H o w can doubts be cast on the freedom 
and democracy of this country when the charac­
ter of the regime is democratic, when the decis i ­
ons and laws are made and put into pract ice 
in the most democrat ic way? 

«It seems to me that these things are com­
pletely unreasonable. Bo th yesterday in the wa r 
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and today in peace, everyth ing in our country 
is decided by the people. I do not w i sh to dwe l l 
on this. The people say: ' Y ou don't need a guide 
to the v i l lage in sight.' The people themselves 
have solved and are solv ing the i r in terna l p rob ­
lems as masters of the i r own fate and categorical­
ly do not permi t anyone else, great or smal l , to 
interfere in the i r in terna l affairs. 

«The A l ban i an people w i l l not welcome this 
k i n d of recognit ion of the i r government by the 
all ies, Gent lemen,» I continued, «and at other 
times, too, they have expressed their dissatisfac­
t ion over certa in stands of the all ies towards 
the i r representat ion in internat ional forums. They 
have regretted and st i l l regret that the i r r ight 
to membersh ip in the U N O continues to be denied 
them. The A lban ians see this as a den ia l of the 
pr inc ip les for wh i ch the anti-fascist wa r was 
fought and for wh i c h the U N O was created. 

«The A l ban i an people are hear ing rumours 
about preparat ions for a conference at wh i ch the 
peace treaties w i t h Ge rmany and Ita ly w i l l be 
considered. Ou r country, l i ke a l l the other v i c tor ­
ious nations, ought to be an act ive part ic ipant in 
this conference. Regrettably, however, it seems 
that this r ight, too, is being denied it. Up t i l l 
now we have received no in format ion and no 
inv i tat ion. I wan t to ask you, Gent lemen: who 
more than our people ought to demand a reckon­
ing f r om fascist I ta ly? Was i t not the A lban i an 
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people who fought and p inned down more than 
15 Ita l ian and Ge rman div is ions? Was this not 
a very heavy burden on their back? D i d they 
not make an outstanding contr ibut ion, in propor­
t ion to the size of the terr i tory and populat ion of 
the country, to the histor ic v ic tory over fascism? 
Eve ry honest person in the wo r l d now recognizes 
these mer i ts of the A l ban i an people. Therefore 
Italy and Ge rmany owe them a great deal . They 
must pay for a l l the countless hideous atrocit ies 
wh i ch they committed. The A l ban i an people w i l l 
persistently demand reparat ions. Th is is the i r 
legit imate r ight and they regret that absurd 
obstacles are being raised, the more so when 
they hear that these obstacles come f rom certa in 
allies. 

«So, Gent lemen, as I told you at the beg in ­
n ing, I shal l present what you have to ld me to 
the government and we shal l g ive you our 
reply.» 

I in formed the government about the com­
municat ion wh i ch the representatives of the 
Ang l o -Amer i can missions made to me and the 
ta lk I had w i t h them. The comrades discussed 
these things, dist inguished between the recogn i ­
t ion by the Soviet government and the «recogni-
t ion» by the governments of B r i t a i n and Amer i c a 
and we sent them notes in reply. (1) 
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Sej fu l la Ma lëshova alone took a dif ferent 
v i ew of these recognitions. He considered the 
notes presented by Great B r i t a i n and the Un i ted 
States of Ame r i c a recognit ion, whereas in fact 
they were po l i t i ca l manoeuvres to encourage i n ­
ternal react ion. He put fo rward the theses: «Of-
f ic ia l ly , we must put the Soviet Un ion , B r i t a i n 
and the U S A on the one footing», «the question 
of the recognit ion of the government by the 
Ang lo -Amer i cans is a condit ion sine qua non 
fo r the people's regime in A lban ia», «the secur ing 
of recognit ion by the Ang lo -Amer i cans and ad ­
miss ion to the U N O at a l l costs, even w i t h some 
concession in the i r favour», etc. Acceptance of 
these theses wou ld have constituted a great 
danger to the freedom and independence of our 
country. Pos ing as a great theoretician, he advised 
us, «We must understand the dialect ical 
development of events, because only then w i l l 
we be able to understand the concessions, and we 
must not be af ra id of them.» He implanted ca ­
p i tu la t ion and fear of Ang l o -Amer i c an strength 
in certa in elements predisposed to opportunism, 
who expressed themselves l i ke th is: «As a smal l 
country, A l ban i a cannot l ive on its own, i t w i l l 
depend on them.» 

H i s «directives», wh i ch began and ended 
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wi th «must», d i d not fa i l to leave some traces. 
They had been the cause of signs of opportun ism 
in regard to inc lud ing representatives of react ion 
in the lists of candidates of the F ron t and in 
regard to proposals for a coal i t ion w i t h the 
Catho l i c c lergy in the elections. Later, he t r ied 
to ensure that the fore ign pol icy and the eco­
nomic po l icy of our count ry were or ientated 
towards the West. However , these traces were 
short- l ived. The 5th P l enum of the Cent ra l C o m ­
mittee of the Pa r t y f ina l l y si lenced his discordant 
voice in Feb rua ry 1946. 

Regardless of the manoeuvres, efforts and 
p lans of externa l and in terna l enemies, the elec­
t i on campaign took place according to the p rogram 
procla imed by the Democrat ic F ront . The Pa r t y 
carr ied out intensive propaganda to expose and 
defeat these plans, dealt t hem a mor ta l b low 
and fur ther strengthened the po l i t i ca l un i ty of 
the masses around itself. The elections to the 
Const i tuent Assembly ended w i t h success. Of 
the el ig ible electors, 90 per cent took part in the 
elections and 93 per cent of them voted for the 
candidates of the Democrat ic Front . The f i rst 
elections on a democrat ic basis, wh i ch our 
country had never known before, were a colossal 
t r i umph for the unwaver ing Marx i s t - Len in i s t 
po l icy of the Pa r t y and the correct po l i t i ca l l ine 
of the F ron t and a crushing b low to in terna l and 
externa l react ion. 
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At the f i rst meet ing of the Assembly , Com­
rade Hy sn i Kapo , on behalf of the deputies 
of V lo ra , moved the mot ion that A l ban i a should 
be proc lamied a People's Republ ic . The members 
of the Assembly unan imous ly approved this and 
elected the new government, the People's Demo­
crat ic Government . The government was charged 
w i th prepar ing the draft of the Const i tut ion, wh i c h 
was put before the masses for discussion. Th is d is­
cussion went on for two months. The suggestions 
and proposals made strengthened the revo lut ion­
ary content of the draft . Tak ing into consideration 
the op in ion of the masses, the Assembly turned 
this into the Const i tut ion. The new democrat ic 
Const i tut ion based the structure and act iv i ty 
of the new state power on the pr inc ip le: power 
stems f rom the people and belongs to them. 

E ven after these events, wh i ch were so i m ­
portant in the l i fe of our people, even after the 
election of the new government, wh i ch was a 
const i tut ional government, the Western «allies» 
st i l l d i d not establ ish d ip lomat ic relations. On the 
contrary, they abandoned the disguise of «allies» 
and fought us openly w i t h the gloves off on the 
internat iona l plane, too. 

When the appl icat ion for the admission of 
our country was presented in the Un i ted Nat ions 
Organizat ion, many delegates supported it. H o w ­
ever, the Ame r i c an delegate Stett inius, and the 
Fore ign Secretary of Great B r i t a i n Bev in , the 
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betrayer of the miners in 1926, spoke in favour 
of «postponement of discussion of this app l i ca­
t ion t i l l later.» Acco rd ing to them, this was «a 
serious question» wh i ch must be examined w i t h 
great care, as though it were not the same Bev i n 
who, in the past, had made the hypocr i t i ca l de­
c larat ion: «The smal l states must be defended», 
and this same Stett in ius who, in M a y 1945, sent 
me a message in wh i c h he wrote: «I am ve ry 
conscious of the ceaseless f ight wh i c h the A l ­
banian people have waged», «I fu l l y appreciate 
the sacrif ices they have made», and «I k now 
that in the future A l ban i a w i l l make the same 
contr ibut ion to the cause of peace.» «I k now . . . » , 
«I k n o w . . . » In the past they knew every th ing 
but now, apparent ly, ou r war t ime «al l ies» were 
aff l icted w i t h amnes ia! 

At the meet ing of the Secur i ty Counc i l in 
London in Feb rua ry 1946, wh i c h discussed the 
admission of A l ban i a to the U N O for the f i rst 
t ime, Cadogan spoke in support of the false 
c la ims of Greek react ion against our country. 
«Greece has interests in A lban ia ,» he said, wh i l e 
Bev in declared: «If I am forced to have my say 
in this meet ing tonight, I sha l l have to vote a-
gainst the admission of A lban ia .» Tw i ce in succes­
sion, in August 1946 and Augus t 1947, Cadogan 
used the veto against the admiss ion of A l ban i a to 
the U N O . In August 1946, Johnson, the delegate 
of W a l l Street, demanded that the Secur i t y 
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Counc i l should not take any decision about A l ­
bania. «A lban ia ,» they said, «does not have 
d ip lomat ic relat ions w i t h Great B r i t a i n and the 
Un i t ed States of Amer i ca , does not recognize the 
o ld treaties, Greece is in a state of wa r w i t h 
it and has ter r i tor ia l c la ims against it, it is 
damaging peace in the Ba lkans» etc.! 

These were the so-cal led arguments of the 
imper ia l i s t gent lemen to deny A l ban i a member­
ship i n the U N O . 

The Peace Conference in Par i s was ap­
proach ing. The part ic ipat ion of A l ban i a in i t 
was a legit imate r ight . Bu t what happened? 
«It is impossible for us to inv i te A lban ia ,» said 
the Ame r i c an delegate Byrnes. The B r i t i sh de­
legate L o r d A l exande r also fu l l y supported 
this v iew. As though this were not bad enough, 
in the debates, the representatives of B r i t a i n and 
Ame r i c a spoke of A l b an i a as «a col laborator w i t h 
Italy», a «defeated country», «not an al ly», and 
so on. 

Tw i ce in succession we protested against 
these injustices. Ou r People's Assembly publ ished 
a resolut ion wh i c h rejected w i t h disgust the mon ­
strous accusations raised against A l ban i a and de­
manded the r ight of representation in the Confer­
ence as a f u l l member, w i t h the same r ights as 
other v ic tor ious nations. The struggle between the 
representatives of the imper ia l is t countr ies and 
the Soviet delegate V i sh insky , over the A l ban i an 
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question f lared up even more f iercely Neve r ­
theless, th rough the vot ing mechanism, the 
Ang lo -Amer i cans achieved the i r a im. A l b an i a 
was not inv i ted as a member of the conference, 
but was cal led only to present its v iews on the 
Peace Treaty w i t h Italy. 

We sent a delegation there, headed p r o v i ­
s ional ly by Comrade Hy sn i Kapo . A l i t t le later, 
in v i ew of the importance of the matter, i t wa s 
considered necessary that I should go personal ly 
to head the delegation. The people of F rance 
welcomed us w i t h the i r t rad i t iona l hospi ta l i ty. 
On August 21, 1946, I spoke in the p lenary ses­
sion of the Conference. Not w i thout purpose, in 
my speech, I presented a short account, sup­
ported w i t h f igures and facts, of our people's 
war and after this, in a tone of protest, po inted 
out the injust ice wh i ch was being done to our 
people by deny ing the blood they had shed and 
the countless sacrif ices they had made against 
fascism. F r o m the t r ibune of the Conference 
I presented documents and statements of the 
B r i t i sh and Amer icans , wh i ch expressed recogni ­
t ion of our wa r and our efforts, in refutat ion of 
what they had declared recently. The conf ronta­
t ion of their contradictory statements exposed 
them badly. 

Then I dwelt on the pretensions of the 
delegate of the Greek monarcho-fascists, the 
Greek p r ime min ister of that t ime, Tsaldar is , 
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who , wh i l e accusing A l ban i a as an aggressor a-
gainst Greece (1) (simply because fascist I ta ly at­
tacked Greece f r om A l ban i an terr i tory), stressed 
that Greece was in a state of wa r w i t h A l b an i a 
and c la imed Southern A lban ia , on the pretext 
that this was Greek terr i tory. To reject his theses, 
f r om the t r ibune of the conference I asked h i m 
two questions: 

«In regard to the var ious peoples of Europe 
whose quis l ings not only sent battal ions, but 
organized whole expedit ions against the heroic 
Red A r m y , does he consider them aggressors, 
as he has done in the case of A l ban i a . . . ? 

«Would M r . Tsaldar is consider France, f rom 
wh i c h H i t l e r intended to undertake his offensive 
against B r i t a i n , an aggressor?» 

The representative of Greek react ion was 

1 A telegram sent to the Foreign Off ice on November 10, 
1944, showed clearly what aims the Greek monarcho-fascists 
pursued towards our country since the time of the war: 

«The State Department have informed member of my staff 
that they received a memorandum of August 15th from the 
Greek Embassy asking whether they would be prepared to 
agree that A lban ia should be considered and dealt w i th as an 
enemy State, and that Greek troops should participate in oc­
cupying A lban ia up to the Skumbi River.» (War Cabinet Distri­
bution, From Washington to Foreign Office. Earl of Halifax, 
Nr. 6064, November 10, 1944 FO 371/43554-3370. PRO. Taken 
from the photocopy of the original in the AIH, Tirana.) 
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unable to answer these questions. They p inned 
down his patrons, too. 

At the end of my speech I spoke of the 
grievous hardships wh i ch our people had suf­
fered du r i ng the nazi-fascist occupation, the 
human and mater ia l losses wh i ch the wa r had 
caused our people and presented our demands 
for reparat ions f r om Italy. W i t h utter shameless-
ness the B r i t i sh delegate Hood dec lared: « A l -
bania should receive zero dol lars.» 

At each internat iona l f o rum our cause was 
defended resolutely by Molotov, V i sh insky and 
Manu i l sky , the representatives of the Soviet 
Un i on and the great Sta l in , who sympath ized so 
greatly w i t h our people on account of the i r 
lof ty virtues, va lour and loyalty, the great sacr i f i ­
ces they had made and the just and peaceful 
course they fo l lowed. They gave us power fu l 
support in th is matter, too. However , the Ang l o -
Amer i cans and the i r lackeys cont inued the i r 
struggle against our country, by means of the 
vot ing mechanism and other t r i ckery . Neve r ­
theless, we were not discouraged. On the con­
trary, we fought harder. At a press conference 
in Par is , I dec lared: 

«Ne i ther the Par i s Conference, the B i g Fou r 
Conference, nor any other conference can discuss 
the borders of our country, w i t h i n wh i c h there 
is not an inch of fore ign terr i tory. Ou r borders 
cannot be discussed and let no one dare touch 
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them. To t ry to take an inch of the terr i tory 
of our country, the Greeks w i l l have to set in 
mot ion other mechanisms apart f r om the vote 
of the Par i s Conference. Let the whole wo r l d 
k now that the A l ban i an people do not permi t 
any discussion of the i r borders or the i r terr i tory. 

«On the other hand, I protest against the 
decis ion taken at the p lenary session of the 
Par i s Conference. The A l ban i an people have 
not sent the i r delegat ion to Par i s to render 
account, but to demand a reckoning f rom those 
who have caused them severe damage and whom 
they have fought f iercely to the end. We have 
done our duty, just as the Great Powers have 
done theirs. Ou r mar ty rs and our sacrif ices are 
just as sacred to us as the mar ty r s and the 
sacrif ices of the Great Powers; our r ights are 
just as sacred as theirs.»* 

In fact, the Par i s Conference was a t r ibune 
for us f r om wh i ch internat iona l op in ion learned 
of the struggle and heroic deeds of a smal l people 
who were unf l inch ing , regardless of the fact 
that the imper ia l is t powers wanted to t rample 
them underfoot. Th is was a pol i t ica l and mora l 
success wh i c h raised the courage and determina­
t ion of the A l b an i an people to pursue the just 
course on wh i c h they had set out, to an even 
h igher leve l . 

* See: Enver Hoxha, Works, vol. 3, pp. 448-449, Alb. ed. 
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Cont rary to wha t they had declared on the 
occasion of the preparat ion of the Peace Treaty 
w i t h Germany, the Ame r i c an delegate M u r p h y 
said w i thout a b lush, «A lban ia d i d not take par t 
in the w a r against Germany . Perhaps a few i n ­
d iv idua l A lban ians took par t in this war , but apart 
f rom them, there were other A lban ians who 
fought alongside the Germans.» Of course, there 
were A lban ians who fought shoulder to shoulder 
w i t h the occupiers, but these were the i r fr iends, 
the Bal l is ts and the Zogites. 

When the governments of the U S A , Great 
B r i t a i n and France signed the agreement on 
reparat ions f r om Germany , the Amer i c an and 
B r i t i sh representatives t r ied to deny A l b an i a on 
this occasion, too, the r ight to receive reparat ions 
as a member of the anti-fascist coal i t ion, a th ing 
wh i c h nobody cou ld deny. A l t hough the Confe­
rence on Reparat ions f r om Ge rmany recognized 
our country 's r ight to receive reparat ions for the 
losses wh i c h we suffered du r i ng the Second 
Wor l d War , these have s t i l l not been pa id to us, at 
a t ime when reparat ions have been paid to others. 

Acco rd ing to an of f i c ia l announcement, the 
B r i t i sh government had completed the fo rma l i t y 
of recognit ion and, moreover, had appointed Tho ­
mas Cec i l Rapp as its min is ter in T i rana, but 
he never a r r i ved . It raised one pretext after 
another to avo id sending its min is ter to T i rana . 

402 



One of these was that we had al legedly ordered 
a B r i t i s h off icer, who was engaged in ident i fy­
ing the graves of B r i t i sh a i rmen shot down over 
our ter r i tory dur ing the war, to leave A lban i a . 
Th is was absurd. We granted h im permiss ion, 
but he never appeared to carry out the task 
he c la imed to have. 

Ano the r pretext for the fa i lure of the 
min is ter to come was the al leged lack of cond i ­
t ions for the norma l wo r k of the miss ion. We 
behaved correct ly towards the Amer i c an and 
B r i t i sh missions, wh i l e they proved to be hypo­
crites and a lways t r ied secretly to undermine us. 
Genera l Hodgson, M r . Jacobs and M r . Fu l t z , 
as we l l as other members of these missions 
moved freely a l l over A l ban i a and made contact 
w i t h a l l those they wanted to meet. Genera l 
Hodgson several t imes to ld me of the good i m ­
pression wh i c h our people made on h i m dur ing 
the vis i ts he made. Cont ra ry to wha t they said 
to us, our government was accused of h inder ing 
the members of the B r i t i sh m i l i t a r y miss ion 
« in the i r work», by not permi t t ing them to 
c irculate freely and of conf in ing them «to the 
off ices of the i r miss ion in T i rana», etc., etc. 

The B r i t i sh government invo lved itself in 
a r id icu lous act on M a y 18, when its representa­
t ive in Be lgrade handed our legation there a 
note announc ing that the B r i t i sh government 
wou ld send its min is ter to A l ban i a immediate ly. 
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Less than 20 minutes later the B r i t i sh representa­
t ive showed up again at our legation in Be lgrade 
and announced the w i t hd rawa l of the note, 
because on M a y 15 the B r i t i sh warshp is Superb 
and Orion had been «unjust ly and del iberate­
l y» f i red on by the A l ban i an coastal batteries 
near Saranda. Th is was the fate of the «minister» 
who was to come to T i rana . 

A f t e r these events the class struggle w i t h i n 
the country became even more severe. React ion 
was invo lved in wide-spread activit ies, especial ly 
after the coming of Fu l t z . However , the sons of 
Mother A l ban i a were not asleep. The enemy 
groups, urged and organized by the Ame r i c an 
and B r i t i sh missions, were uncovered one after 
the other. The i l legal act iv i ty intended to destroy 
the people's power and the independence and 
sovereignty of the country was unmasked. 

The t r i a l o f G je rg j Kokosh i , S am i Qer ibash i 
and company str ipped the «peaceful» missions 
of the «all ies» naked. 

The hostile ac t iv i ty of the so-cal led «group 
of deputies» headed by Shefqet Be ja was u n ­
covered r ight to its roots. They had t r ied to use 
the i r posit ions as deputies to destroy the people's 
state power f r om w i th i n . 

Just before the l iberat ion of A lban ia , a 
certain L l aza r Papapostol i , w i t h the Ame r i c a n ­
ized name of L a r r y Post, had ar r i ved in A l ban i a . 
He was to serve as pol i t ica l adviser to the A m e r -
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i can miss ion and, at the same t ime, l i n k up w i t h 
the old agents in order to lay the in i t i a l bases for 
the groups of spies and saboteurs. However , 
these groups assumed their organized f o rm espe­
c ia l ly after the a r r i va l in M a y 1945 of M r . Fu l t z 
who personal ly took over the leadership of them. 
As soon as he ar r i ved, L a r r y Post had organized 
a meet ing for h i m w i t h the ma i n agents. They 
reported to h i m on their act iv i ty and plans, a l ­
though he was fu l l y in formed about them. They 
also in formed h im about the i r f i rst meeting (1) and 
the memorandum they had sent to the Ang l o -
Ame r i c an missions in A p r i l , i n wh i c h they said, 
among other things: «We nationalists (read — 
traitors) have met and decided to f ight the C o m ­
munis t Pa r t y and its dictatorship (read — the 
people's state power), and for this we want your 
help.» Fu l t z also knew about the request sent to 
the B r i t i sh by Sami Qer ibashi in the name of the 

1 «After the first meeting which was held in March 1945, 
at wh ich the central committee of our organization, consisting 
of me, Selaudin Toto, Shefqet Beja, Gjergj Kokoshi and others, 
was formed,» testified one of the accused (K.K.) at the trial, «I 
went to the Amer ican mission where I reported on al l the work 
of our organization and sought their aid. They promised me 
unsparing aid and that after the conditions had been created, 
they would land troops in A lbania. They instructed me to tell 
my associates this so that they would work even harder to 
increase the bases of the organization and fight the state in an 
organized way unti l its forceable overthrow was achieved.» 
(From the newspaper «Bashkimi», September 18, 1947.) 
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so-cal led «Resistance G roup» : «We are very 
strong and one spark is enough to set things 
ablaze and f in i sh the business. If the B r i t i s h troops 
were landed in Dur rës the who le th ing wou l d be 
over w i t h i n 24 hours.» In h is meetings w i t h 
them, Fu l t z had instructed the groups to co l labo­
rate and intens i fy not on ly the pol i t ica l struggle 
but also the economic struggle, because «in th is 
way the government w i l l be obl iged to seek aid 
f rom Amer i ca , and this w i l l be prov ided w i t h 
heavy condit ions attached.» 

The p rogram of the enemy groups also 
inc luded terror ism. They d i d everyth ing in the i r 
power to k i l l leaders and cadres of the Pa r t y and 
the state. Sam i Qer ibash i had instructed his 
group, «We must k i l l M y s l i m Peza and spread 
word among the people that the communists 
have k i l l ed h im , in order to arouse a wave of 
anger and spl i t the Front .» Acco rd ing to i n fo rma­
t ion wh i c h reached us, they had s im i la r designs 
on me and other leaders, also. However , they 
could do noth ing to Babë M y s l i m and the others, 
because the Pa r t y and an entire people protected 
them. 

At the i r t r i a l these enemies admit ted those 
aims f r om their own mouths, admit ted pub l i c l y 
that the premises of the Ang l o -Ame r i c an missions 
had been turned into workshops where plots 
for assassinations and sabotage were hatched up, 
where plans were draf ted for a rmed attacks and 
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l and ing of troops f r om abroad. The i r t r i a l 
brought to l ight the whole subvers ive pol icy of 
Ang l o -Amer i c an imper ia l i sm, inc lud ing the plans, 
the tactics and the methods employed against our 
democracy. 

The uncover ing of the saboteurs in the d r a i n ­
ing of the M a l i q swamp was important. The 
ev i l weeds p lanted by Fu l t z never succeeded in 
establ ishing themselves. The i r act iv i ty was defeat­
ed. The mask was torn f r om Fu l t z , that «author i -
ty» on A lban i a , who was defeated along 
w i t h them. Severa l of his fo rmer «pupils», who, 
on his instruct ions, had long been car ry ing out 
sabotage in the wo rk of d ra in ing the swamp, 
were uncovered. The t r i a l wou ld completely 
expose them. Th i s was a great b low to the A m e r ­
ican miss ion and especial ly to Fu l t z . Jacobs and 
Fu l t z were ter r i f ied and they left A l ban i a before 
the t r i a l of the saboteurs at the Ma l i q swamp 
began. Some members of the Ame r i c an miss ion 
remained to fo l low the events. The B r i t i sh mis­
sion had left prev ious ly . 

On the eve of its departure, the Amer i c an 
miss ion demanded that we permit a cruiser and 
a destroyer to enter the port of Dur rës to embark 
them. The request was made at a t ime when 
the B r i t i sh warships were cont inu ing the i r p ro ­
vocative act iv it ies off our southern coast. We 
protested to the U N O because we knew that 
monstrous aims were h idden behind this proposal 
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at those moments of provocat ions against us. 
The mission departed in the midd le of November 
1946, after being transported by our ships to the 
two Amer i c an ships wh i ch wai ted outside our 
terr i tor ia l waters. Th is closed the chapter of this 
al legedly peaceful miss ion wh i c h was, in fact, 
subversive and came to A l ban i a to cause us 
damage rather than to help us. 

It emerged f r om the test imony of the ac­
cused that, apart f r om Fu l t z and the members of 
his mission, two responsible members of the 
U N R R A mission, Woodard and Jones, also had 
a hand in the act iv i ty to sabotage the wo r k of 
dra in ing the M a l i q swamp. We sent the mission 
a note in wh i ch we declared these two members 
of the miss ion personae non gratae. The head of 
the mission F l oud was ve ry ind ignant about this. 
He sent me a letter seeking a meet ing to protest 
about this and to i n f o rm me of a decision of his. 
I understood that they, too, were pack ing to 
leave. «The sooner the better,» I said to myself. 
We had had more than enough of them. 

Meanwh i l e I received a rad iogram f rom Ko ç i 
X o x e and Nako Sp i r u who were in Belgrade. 
As though f rom the peak of Moun t O lympus, 
they wrote, «it is not good that U N R R A should 
leave or that we should make po l i t i ca l issues out 
of m inor questions of espionage. Therefore, we 
th ink that at the t r i a l one eye should be closed 
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to U N R R A and the matter settled in one way or 
another even by mak ing some concession.»* 

I in fo rmed the comrades about this rad io­
gram. We decided: «No concession! Le t the 
U N R R A miss ion clear out i f i t l ikes.» We wou ld 
be r i d of another thorn in our f lesh. 

I sent for F l oud . 
As far as I remember the meet ing was he ld 

in the f i rst half of November 1946. F l oud 
seemed i l l at ease. A f t e r thank ing me for f u l f i l ­
l i ng his request, he went straight into his theme: 

«I sought a meet ing w i t h you, M r . P r ime 
Min is ter , to clear up a matter wh i c h is very 
serious and wo r r y i ng for us. Y o u r Government 
has demanded that M r . Woordard should leave A l ­
bania and M r . Jones who is on service outside 
A l ban i a at present, should not re turn to his 
duties here. I have in formed M r . La Gua rd i a (1) 
about this. I also in formed h i m that the miss ion 
should be w i t h d r awn f r om A l ban i a next week. 
I have ordered the de l ivery of supplies to be 
suspended. Wha t worr ies me most is the fact that 
the A l ban i an Government has based its decision 
on certa in things said by the engineers and 
technic ians accused of acts of sabotage at the 
t r ia l wh i c h is be ing held here in T i rana . I f these 

* Radiogram sent to Comrade Enver Hoxha, November 12, 
1946, C P A . 

1 At that time director general of U N R R A . 
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two members of my miss ion had real ly wanted 
to sabotage the economic development of A l ­
bania, i t wou ld have been very easy for them 
to recommend the cutt ing off of supplies. U N R R A 
is also g iv ing assistance in ca r ry ing out the l and 
reclamation projects and this is due to the re ­
commendations made by M r . Jones and M r . 
Woodard. 

«The on ly condi t ion on wh i ch the miss ion 
can carry out its wo r k in these circumstances 
of distrust towards U N R R A , » he cont inued, «is 
the publ icat ion of a dec larat ion by your Go ve r n ­
ment wh i c h states categorical ly that U N R R A and 
its members have noth ing at a l l to do w i t h the 
slanderous accusations made at the t r ia l . Other ­
wise, as I said a l i t t le earl ier, I have no a l ter­
nat ive but to w i t hd r aw the miss ion and to th is 
end I have asked them to send a ship to embark 
it next week.» 

I t was self-evident what M r . F l oud was d r i v ­
ing at w i t h his int roduct ion in the f o rm of an 
u l t imatum. He and his bosses thought that in 
the face of the i r pressure and the d i f f icu l t ies 
wh i ch we were encounter ing in the reconstruc­
t ion of the country, we wou ld be forced to sub­
mi t to them. On the basis of in format ion wh i ch 
we had and the test imony of the accused at the 
t r ia l wh i c h was publ ished in the newspaper «Ba -
shk imi» and wh i ch I fo l lowed carefu l ly every 
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day, the a im of the imperia l ists and the i r agents, 
fore ign or A lban i an , w i t h i n A lban ia , was to s low 
down the wo r k on the rec lamat ion and other 
projects, to lower the morale of the workers by 
creat ing d i f f icu l t ies wh i ch could be avoided, so 
that they wou l d wa l k off the job and people 
wou ld th ink that w i thout a id f r om abroad 
through U N R R A we wou ld fa i l i n the great 
task we had undertaken. Unde r the direct ion 
o f H a r r y Fu l t z , members o f the U N R R A mis ­
sion, too, had worked towards this objective of 
sabotaging our work . 

«I am surpr ised at what you are te l l ing me, 
M r . F loud,» I said. «It seems to me your dec i ­
sion has not been carefu l ly weighed. However , 
do as you w i sh . Ou r note refers to two persons 
who ho ld responsible positions in your mission, 
who have engaged in act iv i ty ha rm fu l to our 
people's state power, wh i c h damages its pol icy 
and violates our democracy. Y o u c la im that you 
have come to assist us, but the facts testify to 
the opposite. S im i l a r things have occurred w i t h 
your personnel at other times, too. Was it not 
a journal ist, M r s . Cu l len , who w i t h ev i l aims 
gathered in format ion f rom degenerate i nd i v i d ­
uals? Was i t not Mrs . Penn ington who expressed 
great host i l i ty towards us when she to ld our 
people that 'the government is k i l l i ng good A l ­
banians '?! To wha t 'good' A lban ians was she 
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re fer r ing — the wa r cr imina ls and the quis l ings? 
«You are we l l aware of these facts, M r . 

F loud,» I cont inued «We have in fo rmed you of 
each such occurrence, but you have not adopted 
the stand necessary to prevent such actions f r om 
becoming a cont inuous pattern. These off ic ia ls of 
your miss ion have openly jo ined in the choir of 
Hodgson, who went so fa r as to say, 'Out w i t h 
Hoxha ! ' Y ou , personal ly, have declared that 
U N R R A i s a non-pol i t i ca l organizat ion. M r . J a ­
cobs has expressed his regret to me that some­
times the U S A looks a t U N R R A only f r om the 
pol i t ica l angle. Indeed, dur ing his vis it here, 
M r . Rooks expressed the same op in ion to me.» 

«Nevertheless, M r . Hoxha , the demand for the 
w i t hd rawa l of M r . Woodard,» said F loud , «means 
that the Government of A l ban i a agrees w i t h 
what the accused have said and this forces me 
to the conclusion that this stand on its part 
creates a s i tuat ion in wh i c h it is impossible for 
our miss ion to stay here any longer. Am I r ight, 
M r . Hoxha?» 

«Not at al l,» I repl ied. «This matter is 
k nown wor ld -w ide and we have no a l ternat ive 
but to advise you to act as our note says. W i t h 
the publ icat ion of the statements of the accused 
in the A l ban i an press, a th ing for wh i c h no 
blame fal ls on us, you ought to take measures 
to avoid the fur ther d iscredi t ing of your miss ion. 
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In my opinion, the matter is urgent, i t needs 
a solut ion now.» 

«I 'm a f ra id the A lban ians make no d is t inc­
t ion between the members of U N R R A and the 
members of the Ame r i c an mission. Is it not the 
case that the relat ions between the Government 
o f the U S A and your Government, wh i ch have 
not been good recently, have had an inf luence 
on this?» he repl ied. 

«The state of relat ions between our Gove rn ­
ment and the Ame r i c an Government could not i n ­
f luence our stand towards your mission. On the 
contrary, I suspect that our relations w i t h the 
Amer i c an and B r i t i sh Governments may have 
inf luenced the stand of your miss ion towards us. 
As far as we are concerned, the state of these 
relations in no way affects the good feelings of 
the A l b an i an Government and people for the 
Amer i c an people. Regardless of the activit ies of 
M r . Fu l t z , the A l ban i an people and the i r Gove rn ­
ment st i l l nur tu re sympathy for the Amer i c an 
people,» I to ld h im . 

«Nevertheless,» began F loud , «after the en­
gineers' statements, no A l ban i an w i l l associate 
w i th the members of our miss ion and indeed the 
A l ban i an off ic ia ls do not speak to our observers 
or give them any in format ion. Therefore, i t must 
be made clear to the A lban ians that the relations 
between the Ame r i c an Government and the A l -
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banian Government do not in any way affect the 
stand of the latter towards the U N R R A miss ion, 
and that this miss ion is exonerated f r om the 
accusations made in court. Th is can be done only 
by means of a pub l i c dec larat ion by your Go ve r n ­
ment,» said F l oud repeat ing h is ear l ier demand. 

«That is impossible,» I to ld h i m b lunt ly . «I 
expla ined to you w h y we took this step. Ou r 
people's state power is so strong that it w i l l cut 
off the hands of anyone who dare lay a f inger 
on the interests of the country and is not a f ra id 
of the presence here of two exposed agents. Y o u 
have no r ight at a l l to state a priori that the ac­
cusation made at the t r i a l is not true. S landers 
and false accusations are not fabr icated there, 
M r . F l oud . It is the agents in the service of 
foreigners, caught red-handed, who w i l l y n i l l y 
are sp i l l ing the beans about those w h o inc i t ­
ed, inspired and f inanced them. W h y d id M r . 
Fu l t z leave at th is t ime, when the t r i a l was p ro ­
ceeding? H i s name f igures at the head of the list 
of those who are accused of act iv i ty against our 
new state.» 

M r . F l oud d id not k now what to say! 
So ended my f ina l meet ing w i t h the head 

of the miss ion of th is «phi lanthrop ic» organiza­
t ion wh i ch t r ied to «assist» us. 

Even later, «aid» was offered to us f rom 
across the At lant i c , this t ime by Pres ident E i sen­
hower, personal ly! «The A l ban i an people are not 
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suffer ing for lack of the Ame r i c an president's 
beans,» we repl ied. «He wou ld do better to feed 
the mi l l ions and mi l l ions of unemployed in the 
Un i t ed States of Amer ica .» Since they fa i led w i t h 
this fo rm, too, the imperia l ists began to drop «aid 
for the people» f r om aircraft : smal l cel lophane 
bags w i t h two lumps of sugar, a reel of cotton 
and a couple of needles! 

«What a come-down for them!» said our 
people, der id ing the manoeuvres of the Ame r ­
icans and the Br i t i sh . 

An unprecedented provocat ion towards our 
country was that of Great B r i t a i n w i t h the so-
cal led «Cor fu Channe l inc ident». 

A f t e r the Second Wo r l d War , the Medi te­
r ranean Zone M ine Clearance Boa rd was 
formed. Such an under tak ing was correct and 
necessary. Regrettably, A lban ia , whose shores 
are washed by two seas, was depr ived of repre­
sentation in this internat iona l fo rum, even as an 
observer. The Ang lo -Amer i cans who made the 
l aw in the Board , just i f ied this on the gro­
unds that we had no mine-sweepers! It is true 
that we had no mine-sweepers but we had exten­
sive ter r i tor ia l waters mined by the Germans, and 
the decisions on c lear ing this area should have 
been taken w i t h our part ic ipat ion. On the urg ing 
of the B r i t i sh and the Amer icans, the Board 
had decided that the Greek Na v y should clear 
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the mines f rom our terr i tor ia l waters. However , 
in the situat ion when the Greek monarcho-fascist 
government had pub l i c ly declared that i t was in 
a state of wa r w i t h A lban ia , when the ships of 
its fleet, w i t h and w i thout flags, commit ted re­
peated bru ta l provocations, penetrated into our 
ports and seized A l ban i an cit izens and boats, when 
i t was c la iming our K o r ç a and Gj i rokas t ra , to 
send the Greek navy to «clear the m ine f ields» 
was tantamount to th row ing benzine on the f i re. 
Th is wou ld have meant that we were to open the 
door of our sheepfold to the wolf . Such a th ing 
we wou ld never do. Therefore we kept v ig i lant 
watch day and night. 

In this very compl icated situat ion, in M a y 
1946, two fore ign ships, f l y i ng no flags, w i thout 
warn ing entered A l ban i an ter r i to r ia l waters in 
the v i c in i t y of Saranda. O u r coastal batteries, 
wh i c h were on f u l l alert for the reasons I men ­
tioned, s ignal led to them to w i thd raw, but the 
ships cont inued on the i r course. Then, th i nk ing 
that this was a provocat ion by Greek ships, our 
batteries f i red a wa rn i ng salvo. On l y after this 
the ships raised the B r i t i sh f lag and w i thdrew. 

It was not long before the B r i t i sh govern­
ment tr ied to b lame us for this inc ident and 
insisted that we apologize publ ic ly . In a very cor­
rect manner we expressed our regret to the B r i ­
t ish government over what had occurred. At the 
same time, we pointed out to it that the faul t 
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was in no way ours, because in such c i r cum­
stances the coastal batteries of any other country 
wou ld have done what ours d id , w i thout in any 
way v io la t ing the internat iona l norms of nav iga­
t ion. F i na l l y we advised the B r i t i sh government 
that its ships must not enter A l ban i an terr i tor ia l 
waters w i thout the knowledge and permiss ion of 
our government, not only because this was a v io l a ­
t ion of our sovereignty, but also because our 
demands were w i t h i n the internat ional norms of 
navigat ion, wh i c h must be appl ied r igorously in 
any s i tuat ion, and especial ly in the exist ing c i r­
cumstances of our country. 

Dissat isf ied w i t h this reply, the B r i t i sh gov­
ernment persisted w i t h its demand and «retorted» 
w i t h the al legat ion that we had no r ight to make 
a un i tera l declarat ion of a state of emergency(!). 
Th is was great ly to the l i k i ng of the Greek 
P r ime M in i s te r Tsaldar is. Meanwhi le , we heard 
that L o r d A l exande r had demanded that his gov­
ernment should bombard A l ban i a in retal iat ion. 
It d id not accept this proposal, but M r . 
At t lee recommended to the B r i t i sh Adm i r a l t y 
that «if they open f ire, you should return the 
f ire.» B r i t a i n was deceiv ing itself that i t was st i l l 
Queen of the Seas* and could apply its gun-boat 
pol icy as easi ly as in the past. However , t imes 
had changed. The ter r i tor ia l waters of A lban ia 

* English in the original. 
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were under the contro l of a whole people on the 
alert. 

Some months passed and B r i t i sh ships d id 
not appear again in our ter r i tor ia l waters. We 
thought that the B r i t i sh government had learned 
its lesson, but as the people say, «the fox never 
forgets its craft.» On October 22, 1946, four B r i t i sh 
warships emerged f rom the Co r f u Channe l , sai l ing 
towards the north. They left the internat iona l 
waters on the port side and again, w i thout i n f o rm­
ing us, entered our waters. I t was c lear that B r i ­
ta in was seeking a pretext fo r an internat iona l 
conf l ict. I gave orders to keep ca lm and open f i re 
only if they t r ied to make a land ing. 

Ano the r report reached me f rom Saranda: 
When the warships were approaching the coast, 
there was a sudden explos ion and two of them 
went on f ire. An A l ban i an motor-boat had gone 
to give a id and to clear up the reason for the 
v io lat ion of our ter r i tor ia l waters. The B r i t i sh 
had not deigned to give any explanat ion for this 
f lagrant v io lat ion of our ter r i tor ia l integr i ty and 
had dr iven off our people w i t h abuse. 

The Ang lo -Amer i cans wanted to explo i t 
this incident as a pretext for a land ing. As we 
learned later, the four ships, two cruisers to 
create a provocation, and two destroyers were 
sai l ing to the B a y of Argosto l i in the south of 
Co r fu . W h y d id they pass to the nor th when the i r 
destination was in the south? It is quite absurd 
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to go f r om the no r th to that bay, t rave l l ing r ight 
round Co r fu . Th i s is l ike t r y ing to reach behind 
your head to grasp you r r ight ear w i t h your left 
hand. W h y d id they come so close to our coast 
and so fa r f r om internat iona l waters? A repre­
sentative of the B r i t i sh Adm i r a l t y declared that 
w i t h this «cruise» the B r i t i sh government wanted 
to test «whether the A l b an i an government 
had learned to behave itself yet.» Poss ib ly the 
mines had been la id by the Germans du r i ng the 
war, but the probab i l i ty cannot be exc luded that 
they had been put there by the B r i t i sh them­
selves to create a confl ict. The bosses of the 
B r i t i sh Adm i r a l t y could have sent the ships there 
know ing f u l l we l l that they were cof f in ships. Of 
course the sai lors on board them could not have 
k n o w n that they were sa i l ing to the i r death. 

Severa l days later the B r i t i sh government 
«informed» us in very harsh and threatening 
language that soon they wou ld clear the mines 
f r om the Co r f u Channe l . «Agreed,» we repl ied. 
«but in internat iona l waters, and not in ours.» 
Aga i n in a b ru ta l threatening tone they informed 
us that they wou ld enter A l ban i an terr i tor ia l 
waters, too. We pub l i c ly denounced this decision as 
a v io lat ion of internat iona l norms, an impermis­
sible v io lat ion of the ter r i tor ia l integr i ty and inde­
pendence of our country. We asked the U N O to 
intervene immediate ly and to stop this p i rat ica l 
act o f Great B r i t a i n . The U N O d id nothing. 

419 



On November 12, th i r ty B r i t i sh warships, ac­
companied by aircraft, appeared, entered A l ban i an 
waters and sai led in batt le fo rmat ion towards 
the Saranda coast. The s i tuat ion was ext remely 
cr i t ica l . We were a l l eyes and ears and anx ious ly 
fo l lowed the reports wh i ch came in . We repeated 
the decis ion to open f i re on them on ly i f they at­
tempted to land. 

The warsh ips «cruised» back and for th in 
our waters. 

«They are c lear ing mines,» the comrades re­
ported f r om Saranda. 

The same activit ies were repeated on Novem­
ber 13. 

«Open f i re on them,» one of Ti to 's generals 
told us. Bu t we, being genuine Marx is ts , took no 
notice of the «order» of the Yugos lav general, 
instead we carr ied out the advice of the people: 
«Measure seven t imes before you cut.» 

On the one hand, we fo l lowed a l l the actions 
of the th i r ty B r i t i sh warsh ips v ig i lant ly , and on 
the other hand, we made stern protests to the B r i ­
t ish government and the Un i t ed Nat ions Organ i za ­
t ion over this open provocat ion, this fu r ther f l a ­
grant v io la t ion of our ter r i tor ia l integr i ty. Regret­
tably, as on the other occasions, the Un i ted Nat ions 
Organizat ion turned a deaf ear and a b l i nd eye 
to these dangerous events. It not only took no 
measure against B r i t a in , but on the contrary, 
came out in its support. 
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Complete ly w i thout foundat ion, B r i t a i n ac­
cused A l ban i a in the internat ional forums of res­
pons ib i l i ty for the «Cor fu Channe l inc ident», a l ­
leging that either i t had mined this region itself, 
or i t knew who had la id the mines, and for this 
demanded compensation. We protested energetic­
a l ly against this accusation. It was a repetit ion 
of the story of the wo l f and the lamb, as in La 
Fonta ine 's fable. 

At the beginn ing of 1947, the B r i t i sh govern­
ment raised the question in the Secur i ty Counc i l 
of the Un i t ed Nat ions Organizat ion. The Secur i ty 
Counc i l asked for an A l ban i an delegation to clear 
up the matter. A delegation, headed by Comrade 
Hysn i Kapo , went there and defended the t ru th 
w i t h d igni ty. Regardless of the protests of our 
delegation, however, the Secur i ty Counc i l , by 
major i ty of votes la id the b lame on A l ban i a ! The 
representative of the Soviet Un i on used the veto 
and then the Secur i ty Counc i l , under the pres­
sure and inf luence of B r i t a in , was compel led to 
draft a resolut ion, wh i ch recommended that the 
quest ion should be placed before the Internat ional 
Cour t at the Hague. 

Once again the innocent party was placed in 
the dock. 

At the Hague we publ ic ly declared once again 
that the A l ban i an Government knew noth ing 
about the lay ing of mines, that it had at its dis­
posal nei ther mines, nor means, nor experts to lay 
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them. Ou r delegation presented facts to prove 
this there. The outstanding F rench jur is t and po l i ­
t ician, M r . P ie r re Cot, who rose in defence of 
our rights, found the roots of this event in the 
formula of the B r i t i sh react ionary circles «to 
teach others how they should behave.» Therefore, 
before the court, he stated that not on ly the smal l 
and the weak, but the b ig and the powerfu l , too, 
must «learn to behave themselves». 

F r o m the facts wh i c h the A l ban i an delega­
t ion presented, and the defence of our r ight by 
well-disposed fr iends of our country, the court 
at the Hague was obl iged to reject the possibi l i ty 
that the mines had been la id by us, but under 
the pressure and through the machinat ions of 
Great B r i ta in , in A p r i l 1949, i t decided to con­
sider A l ban i a to blame, «because i t knew about 
them and had not reported them»! 

Th is was a f lagrant injust ice by an ins t i tu­
t ion of «justice». The court came out w i t h the 
conclusion, unsupported by facts, that «on N o ­
vember 12-13 B r i t a i n had v io lated the sover­
eignty of A lban ia , but had not done so on October 
22»! It was quite obvious that A l ban i a had to be 
described as the gu i l ty party, because this was 
the order and the desire of the «greater power». 
Moreover, in December 1949, the court at the 
Hague decided « in the name of justice», that A l ­
bania should pay B r i t a i n 843,947 pounds ster l ing 
in compensation. We refused to accept this dec i -
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sion, not only because we were not to blame, but 
also because the decision on the sum of compen­
sation was not w i t h i n the competence of that 
court. We d i d not pay i t and never w i l l pay it. 
I t is not we who should pay. 

Bu t what occurred over this «compensa-
t ion»? As I wrote above, we d id not accept the 
decision and refused to pay. Then, in an arb i t ra ry 
manner, B r i t a i n found another way to secure it. 
A n d here begins the history of our quarre l w i th 
B r i t a i n over the question of the stolen gold. 

W i t h the capi tu lat ion of fascist Italy in Sep­
tember 1943, the naz i a rmy stole the A lban i an 
gold deposited in the Banca d'Ital ia in Rome. 
The A l ban i an state's ownership of this quant i ty 
of gold was recognized in the protocol signed in 
the spr ing of 1944 between representatives of 
the Fore ign M in i s t r y of Ge rmany and representa­
tives of the A l ban i an quis l ing government. As i f 
this were not suff ic ient, the commander of the 
H i t le r i te troops in T i rana, in October 1944 also 
seized the gold wh i c h had remained in the Nat iona l 
Bank in A lban i a , c la iming that he wou ld deposit 
i t in the Bank of Shkodra . 

A f t e r the end of the Second Wor l d War , a 
considerable quant i ty of gold h idden by the Ge r ­
man nazis, who had looted i t f rom other peoples, 
inc lud ing the A l ban i an people, was discovered in 
the Merke r s salt-pans of Germany. A tr ipart i te 
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commission was set up to re turn this wea l th to 
the countries it belonged to. The A l ban i an gov­
ernment presented to this commiss ion its c la im 
supported by documents for the re turn of 2,454 
kg 874.5 g of pure gold. Ou r c la im was considered 
just. Nevertheless, the commission in formed us 
that i t wou ld re turn only about hal f the gold 
c la imed to A lban ia , as an in i t i a l share. However , 
not one gram was g iven us. Great B r i t a in , wh i ch 
had both the wa lnu t and the hammer in its hand, 
held this gold wh i ch had been deposited in the 
Bank of Eng land, as «compensation» for what 
had occurred in the Co r f u Channe l . We protested 
energetical ly, and as a result, an arb i t rat ion com­
mission was set up to study the quest ion again. 
The arb i t rat ion commission examined it, and 
al though it came to the conclusion that the gold 
belonged to A lban ia , decided not to hand it over, 
on the pretext that it was subject to a c l a im by 
a th i rd party. 

Ou r persistent struggle for justice cont inued. 
Later, too, the tr ipart i te commission declared that 
our c la im for 2,454 kg 874.5 g of pure gold was 
just and that 1,121 kg 451.7 g should be returned 
to us. Bu t as this same commiss ion in fo rmed us 
again, this quant i ty «was subject to a c la im by 
a th i rd party and the dispute over this mat ter 
was in the process of settlement.» 

We have wa i ted a long t ime for this l aw fu l 
property of the A l ban i an people to be del ivered 
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to us, but to this day it remains in the claws 
of the l ion. 

The reparations due to them were pa id to 
a l l the countries of the anti-fascist coal it ion, wh i le 
we were g iven an extremely smal l sum f rom 
Italy and not a penny f r om Ge rmany in compen­
sation for a l l the colossal human and mater ia l 
damage the H i t le r i te Re i ch caused us. The de­
cis ion on the re turn of the gold stolen by the 
nazis has been carr ied out for a l l the respective 
countries w i t h the except ion of A l ban i a . This 
is an unpardonable injust ice, a monstrous rob­
bery, and a f lagrant v io lat ion of internat ional 
r ights and decisions. A l l the gold must be re­
turned to the A l ban i an people uncondi t ion­
al ly, together w i t h the interest accrued in the 
in terven ing years and demurrage, because this 
gold represents the i r sweat and blood. Th is mat­
ter cannot be l inked w i t h the so-cal led compensa­
t ion over the «Cor fu Channe l inc ident», either. 
Th i s is a pretext wh i ch A l ban i a has never recog­
nized and never w i l l recognize. The attempts of 
the B r i t i sh government to l i n k these two ques­
t ions are out of order. They are s imp ly t r i ckery 
and p i rat ica l actions. 

We have pub l i c ly declared more than once 
that we w i l l not enter into discussion about the 
establ ishment of d ip lomat ic relations w i t h B r i ­
ta in if that state does not re turn this wea l th to 
the A l ban i an people. If the Br i t i sh government 
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real ly desires the establ ishment of relat ions w i t h 
socialist A lban ia , in the f i rst place, i t must honour 
the obligations i t has towards A l ban i a and re turn 
the gold it is ho ld ing. On l y after it has put an 
end to this arrogant, hosti le, p i ra t i ca l stand to­
wards us, can it expect to sit down at the round 
table w i th A lban ia . Otherwise we shal l never 
agree to sit d own and ta lk w i t h any B r i t i s h 
government, and a l l the progressive forces and 
the B r i t i sh people must understand thoroughly 
tha t the blame for this does not l ie w i t h us. R igh t 
is on our side and however long i t may be 
delayed, i t w i l l t r i umph. 

The Ang l o -Amer i c an mi l i ta ry , c iv i l ian, and 
«phi lanthropic» missions broke thei r necks. H o w ­
ever, the struggle of the imperia l ists against 
our country has never ceased. 

When they were leav ing A lban ia , the Br i t i sh 
off icer Nee l and the Amer i c an Henderson de­
c lared: «We shal l come back in another way.» A n d 
t ru l y they cont inued the struggle in other ways. 

The organizat ion of a l l the remnants of the 
Ba l l i Kombëta r and Legal i tet i in exi le began u n ­
der the patronage of off icers of the C I A and SIS. 
The Amer i can colonel Herber t and the B r i t i sh 
off icers Amery , M c L e a n and others, who were 
charged w i t h this task, found i t very d i f f icu l t . 
They understood that they had to deal w i t h a 
pack of jackals and a herd of rabbits, b u t . . . it 
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had to be done. Each of the heads of react ion in 
ex i le defended the interests of the employer who 
fed h im. R ight f r om the start they began to quar­
rel , abuse one another and come to blows. Never ­
theless, a certa in un i ty was achieved in a so-called 
«Free A l ban i a Committee», attached to wh i ch a 
«mi l i ta ry staff» was set up, headed by the «strat-
egist» Aba z K u p i . However , the quarrels con­
t inued and the contradict ions became more acute. 
In exi le, the «crabs» were tear ing one another to 
pieces. Quarre ls (1) existed not only between the 
chiefs, but also between the chiefs and the mis led 
indiv iduals , who got caught up in the current 
of betraya l and who had been promised «para-

1 These quarrels had their origin during the war. In his 
book, Amery says: 

«The common danger had united Republicans w i th Mon­
archists, but their feud was revived by their common catas­
trophe. Abaz Kup i accused the Ballists of discrediting the 
Nationalist cause in the eyes of the Br i t ish by their association 
w i th the Germans: Midhat Frashëri maintained that the Com­
munists might sti l l have been suppressed if the Zogists had 
joined forces wi th h im at the beginning of the c iv i l war. Such 
recriminations might appear academic, but they disguised a 
natural and urgent conflict of interests. The two parties 
could no longer help each other in A lbania; they might soon 
rend each other in exile; and, now that resistance had ceased, 
Zogists and Ballists appeared as rivals for Brit ish favour, rather 
than as allies against the Partisans.» (Sons of the Eagle, 
London, Macmillan and Co. Ltd, 1948, pp. 320-321.) 
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dise» by the «fathers of the nat ion». They were 
beginning to understand what they had been re­
duced to and were beat ing their heads w i t h the i r 
own fists. There were some who repented and 
wanted to return and a few d id so, wh i le the 
major i ty, poisoned by bourgeois demagogy, went 
even fur ther on thei r course and ended up in 
the t ra in ing camps to be used as cannon fodder 
in the interests of the ambit ions of the imper i a l ­
ists and the heads of A l ban i an react ion. It was 
logical that this wou ld occur. The history of the 
wa r had taught us this. Nevertheless, we made 
of f ic ia l requests to the B r i t i sh and Amer i c an 
governments for the extrad i t ion of wa r cr iminals, 
not only A lban ians, but also Ital ians and Ge r ­
mans, who had stained their hands w i t h blood 
in A l ban i a and were now under the i r jur isd ic t ion. 
Cont ra ry to the declarat ions and the jo int com­
mitments of the al l ies du r ing the wa r and the 
decisions wh i ch were taken later on this question, 
they turned a deaf ear and d id not hand them 
over to us. On the contrary, they kept the chiefs 
in l u xu r y hotels, wh i l e they t ra ined thei r «f ight­
ing men» in special camps and courses in Rome, 
Mun i ch , London, A thens and elsewhere. 

At f irst, they used a i rcraf t to drop leaflets 
against us, wh i c h the people gathered up, handed 
over, or burnt. The imper ia l is ts d id this to pre­
pare the terra in for dropp ing in A l ban i an c r im ­
inals by parachute or in f i l t ra t ing them into our 
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count ry through Ita ly or some other neighbour­
ing country, to car ry out sabotage, assassinations, 
etc. The imper ia l ists had p inned a l l the i r hopes 
on these degenerate elements who, w i t h a dag­
ger in one hand and gold in the other, t r ied to 
int imidate our people or br ibe them into becom­
ing the i r fo l lowers. 

Dece iv ing themselves that A l ban i a at that 
t ime was the weakest l i nk of the countr ies of peo­
ple's democracy, the B r i t i sh and Amer i c an i m ­
perial ists t r ied to undermine our people's state 
power. They had not reckoned on its strength, 
wh i c h was based on the people, on the cleverness, 
determinat ion, v ig i lance and swiftness in action 
of our organs of security and people's defence. 

B l i nded by the i r host i l i ty towards our coun­
try, and hav ing no accurate knowledge of the 
A l ban i an real i ty, the imperia l ists soon found 
themselves in great di f f icult ies. As the cr imina ls 
themselves test i f ied in court, Oak l ey -H i l l , S t i r l ­
ing and others reappeared on the scene at these 
moments when things were hott ing up. We forced 
the captured agents to make radio contact 
w i t h the i r espionage centres in Italy and else­
where, hence to p lay our game, total ly deceiv ing 
these centres, wh i ch showed themselves to be 
completely incompetent and short-s ighted. Things 
went so far that they dropped us whatever we 
dictated to the i r agents who had fa l len into the 
trap. The bands of the cr imina ls who were 
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dropped in by parachute or in f i l t ra ted across the 
border at our request, came l ike lambs to the 
slaughter, wh i l e the armaments and other m a ­
terials wh i ch they dropped or brought w i t h them 
went to our account. In a word , they came and 
we were wa i t ing for them. We put them on t r i a l 
and after a l l their f i l thy deeds had been exposed, 
we gave them the punishment they deserved. The 
espionage centres wh i ch sent these bands became 
a larmed and tr ied to alter the i r methods of action 
against the new A l ban i a and its glor ious leader­
ship — the Pa r t y of Labour . Bu t up t i l l now, 
events have proved that every th ing they have 
attempted against us has r un into a granite rock 
and been smashed to smithereens. H i s to ry has 
the same fate in store for them in the future, too. 

Ou r famous radio game, the w isdom, just ice 
and the revo lut ionary v ig i lance of the A l ban i an 
people brought about the ignominious fa i lure of 
the plans of the fore ign enemy, and not the me­
rits of a certain K i m Ph i l b y (1), as some have 
c la imed. Those who tr ied to bite A l ban i a left not 
only their teeth, but also the i r bones in this 
sacred land. The security organs and our people's 
defence forces were a lways in readiness and, as­
sisted by the people, crushed the cr imina ls and 
assassins. A few escaped by crossing the border 
to carry the sad t idings to the i r mentors, wh i l e 
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the others were crushed in the vice of the people. 
A l t hough the A l ban i an reactionaries in ex i le 

were reduced to a dreadfu l state, whenever the 
class struggle inside or outside our country be­
came more acute, they raised thei r heads. I m ­
per ia l i sm gave them the necessary inject ion and 
they react iv ized themselves. Th is is what occurred 
after the bet raya l of Titoite rev is ionism emerged 
openly in 1948 and i t was repeated again in 1961 
and later. Prec ise ly when our country was f ight­
ing tooth and na i l against Kh rushchev in 1961, 
Aba z K u p i was inv i ted to London and welcomed 
w i t h honours by Amery , the B r i t i sh M in i s te r o f 
Av i a t i on , by the M .P .McLean , the ret i red Co­
lonel Smi ley and the journal is t Kemp , wh i l e 
Amery ' s wi fe, the daughter o f P r ime Min i s te r M c ­
M i l l an , was present at every act iv i ty wh i c h 
was organized for Ba z i i Canës by his o ld fr iends 
dur ing his three-day vis it . That same year, reac­
t ion prepared yet another farce: i t «approved» 
the in i t ia t ive of Zog's son to proc la im himsel f 
«king», and the Amer i cans appointed Genera l 
B lomberg and the B r i t i sh appointed K e m p as 
his aides-de-camp. 

A l l this interference and pressure, the u n ­
scrupulous provocations, l i ke that in the Co r fu 
Channe l , the use of the veto against the r ights 
of our Repub l i c in the internat ional arena, the 
ho ld ing of the gold, and many other hostile acts, 
are the cont inuat ion of the savage struggle wh i ch 
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the Amer i can , B r i t i sh and other imper ia l ists and 
wor ld reaction have never ceased for one day or 
even one minute against our country. 

The story of how we dealt w i t h this long, 
continuous cha in of hosti le activit ies, wh i ch were 
carr ied out by externa l enemies in col laborat ion 
w i th A l ban i an reaction, and wh i ch I have done 
my best to out l ine br ie f ly here, constitutes only 
a fragment of the mi l i tant h istory of our heroic 
Par ty . The struggle against and t r i umph over 
this act iv i ty reta in the i r value as great lessons, 
both about the per iod in wh i ch the events wh i c h 
I ment ion took place, and about the subsequent 
course of the Pa r t y to defend our f reedom and 
independence, the dictatorship of the proletariat, 
and social ism in A lban ia . 

The bitter lessons of h istory have a lways ad ­
ded to our v igi lance, and that is w h y we have 
been able to detect, to unmask and to defeat the 
diabol ica l plans of false fr iends. 

The consistently correct revo lut ionary stand 
of the C P A dur ing the wa r and in the f i rst post-
L iberat ion years, towards the hosti le an t i -A l ban ­
ian pol icy and interference of the Ang l o - Ame r ­
icans and towards every other p rob lem p layed 
its v i ta l role in the achievement and consol idat ion 
of the complete independence of our country. 
Later, the experience of this stand was to serve 
us in determin ing and pursu ing a correct p r i n -
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cipled, open and consistent po l icy towards fr iends 
and enemies of every type. When it placed itself 
at the head of the Ant i - fasc is t Nat iona l L ibera t ion 
W a r our Pa r t y was young, new ly formed. I t grew 
bigger and stronger, tempered itself in battle, 
gained a wea l th of exper ience and assimilated 
the science of Ma rx i sm-Len in i sm . Th is made it 
inv inc ib le, able to discover and cope successful ly 
w i t h the dangers wh i ch threatened i t in a l l 
stages of the revolut ion. If it had gone to sleep, 
i f i t had rested on its laurels, ne i ther the Pa r t y 
nor socialist A l ban i a wou ld be in existence 
today. 

The Nat iona l L ibera t ion W a r is one of the 
most glorious chapters in the history of our 
people, but it is also one of the greatest proofs 
of the pol i t ica l and ideological matur i t y of our 
Pa r t y and of the correctness of its Ma rx i s t - Le ­
ninist l ine. The Pa r t y inspired the wo rk i ng mas­
ses of t own and countryside and made them 
conscious that they must unite, take up arms 
against the nazi-fascist occupiers and the local 
tra i tors and t r i umph over them. A f t e r countless 
sacrif ices our people, under the leadership of the 
Par ty , drove out the fore ign occupiers, discovered 
and unmasked the behind-the-scenes m a n ­
oeuvres and raised insurmountable barr iers to the 
secret plans of «allies» and their fr iends, over ­
threw the react ionary classes and established their 
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own power for the f i rst t ime in history. That 
wh i ch is won through blood, sweat and sacrif ice is 
cherished dearly, and so we have beaut i f ied and 
strengthened the poverty-s t r i cken and battered 
A l ban i a of the past, have made it honoured 
throughout the wor ld , an unconquerable fortress 
of social ism and commun ism on the shores of the 
Adr ia t i c . Its inv inc ib le strength has been and is 
based on the just cause it champions. Ou r Pa r t y 
took up this cause and has proved to have the 
abi l i ty and foresight to defend it. Th is is a cause 
of a people who are l i v ing and bu i ld ing the i r 
own l i fe and freedom. 

Ou r country does not interfere w i t h any 
other country, but it has never permit ted and 
never w i l l permit anyone to interfere and meddle 
in our interna l affa irs and to damage the free 
and happy l i fe wh i ch we are bu i ld ing and enjoy. 
There are hundreds of mi l l ions of people who 
admire, respect and support socialist A l ban i a , 
because it defends and adheres to such a pol icy. 
However, there are some, the imper ia l ists and 
their lackeys, who say that we have isolated our­
selves f r om the «civi l ized wor ld» . These gentle­
men are mistaken. Bo th the b i t ter h istory of 
our own country in the past and the rea l i ty of 
the «wor ld» wh i ch they advert ize, have convinced 
us that it is by no means a «c iv i l i zed wor ld» , 
but a wo r l d in wh i ch the bigger and the stronger 
oppresses and skins the smal ler and the weaker, 
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in wh i ch money and corrupt ion make the law, and 
injustice, per f idy and backstabbing t r i umph. 

The transformat ions in socialist A l ban i a are 
very profound, the victor ies are magnif icent, our 
strength is inv inc ib le, but we must never forget 
the lessons of history. Ou r Pa r t y and people must 
a lways bear in m ind the hostile act iv i ty f rom 
abroad or f r om w i t h i n — this they must never 
forget. They must never nur ture the sl ightest i l ­
lus ion that the imper ia l ists and the capital ists 
change their nature, become reasonable, peaceful 
and re l inquish their aims. There must never be 
any idea that the class struggle between us and 
the externa l and interna l enemies can be toned 
down in the least. 

We have suffered at the hands of invaders, 
we have suffered at the hands of false fr iends, 
but this has not made and does not make us iso­
late ourselves, as they accuse us. We are v ig i lant 
and take strong defence measures against exter­
na l and in terna l enemies. We have been d i s i l ­
lus ioned by false fr iends, too, but we have conf i ­
dence in the hundreds of thousands of fr iends and 
wel l -w ishers of social ist A lban ia . We have a lways 
had many fr iends and wel l -wishers a l l over the 
wor ld . The long and irreconci lable struggle w i t h 
perf id ious fr iends, the i r savage act iv i ty and sub­
versive aims, have never caused us to lose our 
trust in t rue fr iends. At a l l t imes our f r iends 
have exper ienced the strength of the A lban ians ' 
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given word , wh i l e the enemies have exper ienced 
the i r boundless anger and merci less f ight. 

We are fu l l y convinced that w i t h a coura­
geous revo lut ionary stand, in un i ty of thought 
and deed w i t h the genuine Marx is t -Len in is ts , in 
f r iendship w i t h the oppressed and explo i ted peo­
ples and w i t h the honest and progressive folk 
throughout the wor ld , we shal l be able to cope 
w i t h blockades and storms wherever they may 
come f rom. R igh t is on our side, the future belongs 
to us. Th is gives us courage and strength to speak 
the t ru th openly and sincerely, to rep ly resolutely 
to whoever smiles at us hypocr i t ica l ly , to whoever 
conceals the dagger and has venom in his 
heart. Ou r pol icy is consistent. It does not sw ing 
to the changing breezes of internat iona l events. 
Its basis is not the secret d ip lomacy of faceless 
men, not bargains struck beh ind the scenes, not 
the ruble or the dol lar. It is not a pol icy of open­
ing the doors to fr iends and enemies ind i sc r im i ­
nately. We have not a l lowed and w i l l not a l low 
the wo l f to get into our sheepfold. We have dis­
posed of the wo l f w i t h the bul let and we shal l 
continue to do so, a l though they accuse us of 
isolat ing ourselves f r om the «c iv i l i zed wor ld». A 
people and a party who are bu i ld ing social ism, 
who are defending a cause wh i c h is the cause of 
a l l the peoples of the wor ld , cannot be isolated 
s imply because they do not a l low anyone to d a -
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mage the freedom and independence won at the 
cost of their own blood. 

The people, w i t h the Pa r t y of the wo rk i ng 
class at the head, are and must be v ig i lant at 
every moment, must never be deceived by some 
«sweet» wo rd f r om reaction, must never th ink 
that the enemies «are ton ing down the struggle» 
against us, must never be deceived by the tempo­
r a r y changes in internat iona l circumstances, but 
must take and judge them for noth ing other than 
what they are, we must take advantage of them 
and w i l l continue to do so wi thout mak ing any 
concession to enemies, to react ionary bourgeois-
revisionist circles, so that ou r correct revolut ionary 
Marx i s t -Len in i s t stand is never «l iberal ized». 

Wh i l e put t ing enemies of every k i nd in their 
place, at the same time, we must a lways love, 
honour and assist the fr iends of socialist A l ban i a 
and we should do this w i t h uner r ing Ma rx i s t -
Lenin is t judgement, w i t h i ron logic, and never 
s imply because «they are our fr iends.» In l i fe 
there are fr iends and fr iends, therefore we must 
know how to dist inguish between them. A l ban i a 
is a smal l state, l i ke a ship sai l ing in an ocean 
w i t h mighty waves, therefore we must have i t 
t ight and t r im, must steer i t we l l , must not lose 
our bearings, otherwise we shal l founder in the 
savage waves of this fur ious ocean. 

The wo rk i ng class and its Pa r t y must re ly 
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on their own strength f i rst of a l l , must never 
forget the interests of the people, must a lways 
re ly on the people's abi l i t ies and judgement, must 
a lways consult the people's opinion, but never as 
a mere formal i ty . 

The guarantees for our present and future, 
to make socialist A l ban i a unconquerable and 
impassable to our enemies, are the cont inuous 
strengthening of the state of the dictatorship of 
the proletariat, the extension and consol idat ion of 
our socialist democracy, and a l l - round and uncea­
sing economic and social development. The crea­
t ion of a strong independent economy, capable of 
solv ing a l l the compl icated problems of socialist 
and communist construct ion w i t h its own forces, 
capable of successfully w i ths tand ing the imper ia l ­
ist and revisionist pressures and blockades and 
keeping itself undamaged by the death-deal ing 
crisis wh i ch has seized the capital ist and rev is ion­
ist wor ld , is indispensable in order to have a free 
and independent socialist A lban ia . 

Ou r strength is based on the correct revo lu ­
t ionary l ine of the Par ty , on the unbreakable 
Party-people unity, wh i ch is based on our revo­
lut ionary doctrine, Ma rx i sm-Len in i sm . Aga ins t 
this strength a l l the plots and attacks of enemies 
w i l l be defeated and a l l the disguises w i l l be torn 
f r om false fr iends of A l ban i a . Ou r people must 
a lways be real ist ic in everyth ing, in pol icy, in 
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the economy, in investments and in expenditure. 
They must a lways keep in m ind that in order to 
cope w i t h this danger measures must be taken 
in advance so that we are not taken by surprise. 
A n d one is not taken by surprise when he fights 
against euphoria, self-satisfaction and unfounded 
opt imism. 

Le t the enemies «bewai l» the fact that our 
people are a lways in struggle! L i f e itself is struggle, 
and when this struggle is won l i fe becomes 
beaut i fu l and prosperous, when it is defended 
w i t h struggle, i t never becomes gloomy and it 
is wor thwh i l e l i v ing . Th is is a great lesson f rom 
our history. Th is is also my unshakeable belief 
wh i ch the Pa r t y w i t h its ideology, Ma r x i sm-Le ­
n in ism, has embued in me and wh i ch has been 
implanted in me by my people, whom I have 
served and w i l l continue to serve, spar ing no­
th ing, du r ing my whole l ife, by f ight ing as their 
loya l soldier, arms in hand, w i t h revolut ionary 
f i re in my heart, w i t h the Marx i s t -Len in i s t ideo­
logy in my head, against every type of external 
and interna l enemy of the Party , the wo rk i ng 
class, the people, social ism and communism. 

I am fu l l y conf ident that the Party , the wo rk ­
ing class and the people w i l l a lways be on the 
alert, a lways v ig i lant, a lways on the revo lut ion­
ary offensive to overcome the dif f icult ies of 
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growth and to avert and overcome the possible 
dangers. 

In this way the i r present and future w i l l be 
unshakeable and br i l l iant . 

1975 
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