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Preface

The editors of the J. Stalin "Works"-edition,
striving to present a most complete collection
of the writings of J. Stalin, have decided
to publish separately the text of J. Stalin's
telegrams addressed to the other heads of
state of the anti-fascist war allies.

Naturally without the answers of Roosevelt
and Churchill not always the full meaning
of the text is understandable, while to publish
writings of the English and American leaders
in a J. Stalin "Works"-edition seemed not
suitable. ‘
Red Star Press has published the full text
of these telegrams including the answers
of the other heads of state to J. Stalin's
telegrams in a two volume edition under
the title WAR TELEGRAMS 1 and Il as pub-
lished by the Soviet Government after the
end of the war.

The Editors

Red Star Press
August 1986



PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM STALIN TO Mr CHURCHILL

Allow me to thank you for your two personal messages.

Your messages have initiated agreement between our two Gov-
ernments. Now, as you with every justification put it, the Soviet
Union and Great Britain have become fighting Allies in the
struggle against Hitler Germany. 1 have no doubt that our two
countries are strong enough to defeat our common enemy in the
face of all difficulties, , o

It may not be out of place to inform you that the position of
the Soviet troops at the front remains strained. The results of
Hitler's unexpected violation of the Non-Aggression Pact and the
sudden attack on the Soviet Unlon, which have placed the Ger-
man troops at an advantage, are still affecting the position of
the Soviet armies. It is quite obvious that the  German
forces would have been far more advantageously placed if
the Soviet troops had had to counter the blow, not along the line

Kishinev-Lvov-Brest-Bialystok-Kaunas and Vyborg, but along the

line Odessa-Kamenets Podolsk-Minsk and the vicinity of Lenin-
grad. '

It seems to ‘me, furthermore, that the military position of the
Soviet Union, and hy the same tolen that of Great Britain, would
improve substantially if a front were established against Hitler
in the West (Northern France) and the North (the Arctic).

A front in the North of France, besides diverting Hitler's forces
from the Easi, would make impossible invasion of Britain by
Hitler. Establishment of this front would be popular both with
the British Army and with the population of Southern England.
I am aware of the difficulty of establishing such a front, but it
seems to me fhat, notwithstanding the difficulties, it should be
done, not only for the sake of our common.cause, but also in Brit-
ain’s own interest. The best time to open this front 'is now, see-
ing that Hitler’s forces have been switched to the East and that
he has not yet been able to consolidate the positions he has taken
in the East. :



It would be easier still to open a front in the North. This would
call for action only by British naval and air forces, without land-
ing troops or artillery. Soviet land, naval and air forces could
take part in the operation. We would be glad if Great Britain
could send thither, say, one light division or more of Norwegian
'vs)lunteers, who could be moved to Northern Norway for insur-
gent operations against the Germans.

July 18, 1941

Sent on August 4, 1941
J. V. STALIN TO F. ROOSEVELT

The U.S.S.R. attaches great importance to the matter of neu-
tralising Finland and her dissociation from Germany. The sever-
ance of relations between Britain and Finland and the blockade
of Finland, announced by Britain, have already borne fruit and
engendered conflicts among the ruling circles of Finland. Voices
are being raised in support of neutralily and reconciliation. with
the U.S.S.R. :

If the U.S. Government were to threaten Finland with a rup-
ture of relations, the Finnish Government would be more reso-
lute in the matter of breaking with Germany. In that case the
Soviet Government could make certain territorial concessions to
Finland with a view to assuaging her and conclide a new peace
treatyt with her.

Sent on September 3, 1941
o
PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM PREMIER STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr CHURCHILL

Please accept my thanks for the promise to sell to the Soviet
Union another 200 fighter aeroplanes in addition to the 200 fight-
ers promised earlier. I have no doubt that Soviet pilots will suc-
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ceed in mastering them and putting them to use. ‘

I must say, however, that these aircraft, which it appears we
shall not be able to use soon and not ali at once, but at intervals
and in groups, cannot seriously change the situation on the East-
ern Front. They cannot do so not merely because of the scale of
the war, which necessitates the continuous despatch of large
numbers of aircraft, but also, and chiefly, because during the last
three weeks the position of the Soviet troops has considerably
deteriorated in such vital areas as the Ukraine and Lenin-
grad. _

The fact is that the relative stabilisation of the front, achieved
some three weeks ago, has been upset in recent weeks by the ar-
rival of 30-34 fresh German infantry divisions and enormous
numbers of tanks and aircraft at the Eastern Front, and also by
the activisation of 20 Finnish and 26 Roumanian divisions. The
Germans look on the threat in the West as a bluff, so they are
moving all their forces from the West to the East with impunity,
knowing that there is no second front in the West nor is there
likely to be one. They think it perfectly possible that they will
be able to beat their enemies one at a time—first the Russians
and then the British.

As a result we have lost more than half the Ukraine and, what
is more, the enemy is now at the gates of Leningrad.

These circumstances have led to our loss of the Krivoi Rog iron
ore area and a number of iron and steel works in the Ukraine,
to the evacuation by us of an aluminium plant on the Dnieper
and another in Tikhvin, a motor plant and two aircraft plants in
the Ukraine and two motor and {wo aircralt plants in Lenin-
grad, which cannot begin production on their new sites before
seven or eight months.

This has resulted in a lessening of our defence capacity and
has confronted the Soviet Union with mortal danger.

Here it is pertinent to ask-——what Is the way out of this more
than unfavourable situation.

I think the only way is to open a second front this year some-
where in the Balkans or in France, ~ that would divert 30-40
German divisions from the Eastern Front, and simultaneously to
supply the Soviet Union with 30,000 tons of aluminium by the
beginning of October and a minimum monthly aid of 400 aerp-
planes and 500 tanks (of small or medium size).



Without these two kinds of aid the Soviet Union will be either
defeated or weakened to the extent that it will lose for a long time
the ability to help its Allies by active operations at the front
against Hitlerism,

I realise that this message will cause Your Excellency some
vexation. But that cannot be helped. Experience has taught
me to face up to reality, no matter how unpleasant it may be,
and not fo shrink from telling the truth, no matter how un-
pleasant.

The matter of Iran came off well indeed. Joint operations by
the British and Soviet troops settled the issue. And so it will be
in the future, as long as our forces operate jointly. But Iran is
merely an episode. It is not in Iran, of course, that the outcome
of the war will be decided.

The, Soviet Union, like Britain, does not want war with Japan.
The Soviet Union does not deem it possible to violate treaties,
including the treaty of neutrality with Japan. But should Japan
violate that treaty and attack the Soviel Union, she will be prop-
erly rebuffed by Soviet troops.

In conclusion allow me to thank you for the admiration you
have expressed for the operations of the Soviet troops, who are
waging a bloody war against Hitler’s robber hordes for our com-
mon liberation cause. '

Sant on September 13, 1941

PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM PREMIER STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr CHURCHILL

In my last message I set forth the views of the Government -

of the U.S.S.R. on the opening of a second front as the chief
means of promoting our common cause. In reply to your message
in which you realfirm the impossibility of opening a second
front at the moment, I can only repeat that its absence is play-
ing into the hands of our common enemies.
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I have no doubt that the British Government wants the Soviet
Union to win and is searching for ways to attain that goal. If at
the moment the opening of a second front in the West seems un-
feasible to the British Government, then perhaps some other
means could be found of rendering the Soviet Union active mili-
tary aid against the common enemy. It seems to me that Britain
could safely land 25-30 divisions at Archangel or ship them to
the southern areas of the U.S.S.R. vid Iran for military coopera-
tion with the Soviet troops on Soviet soil in the same way as was
done during the last war in France. That would be a great help.
[ think that help of this kind would be a severe blow to the Hit-
ler aggression. ~ ' '

Please accept my thanks for the promise of monthly British aid
in aluminium, aircraft and tanks.

I can but be glad that the British Government contemplates
this aid, not as a transaction of selling and buying aircraft,
aluminium and tanks, but in the shape of comradely coopera-
tion. "

It is my hope that the British Government will have not a few
opportunities of satisfying itself that the Soviet Government
knows how to appreciate help from its Ally.

A few words about the Memorandum transmitted by British
Ambassador Cripps to V. M. Molotov on September 12, 1941 The
Memorandum says: “If the Soviet Government were compelled to
destroy its naval vessels at Leningrad in order to prevent their
falling into the enemy hands, His Majesty's Government would
recognise after the war claims of the Soviet Government to a
certain compensation from His Majesty’s Government for the
restoration of the vessels destroyed.”

The Soviet Government is aware of and appreciates the Brit-
ish Government's readiness to compensate for part of the damage
that would be caused to the Soviet Union in the event of the So-
viet vessels at Leningrad being destroyed. There can be little doubt
that, il necessary, Soviet people will actually destroy the ships
at Leningrad. But responsibility for the damage would be borne,
not by Britain but by Germany. 1 think, therefore, that Germany
will have to make good the damage after the war.



J. V. STALIN TO F. ROOSEVELT

My dear Mr Roosevelt,

Your letter has reached me through Mr Harriman.

I avail myself of this opportunity to express to you the Soviet
Government’s deep gratitude for having entrusfed the leadership
of the U.S. delegation to such an authoritative person as Mr
Harriman, whose participation in the -Moscow Three-Power
Conference was so fruitful. '

I have no doubt that you will do all that is necessary to
ensure implementation of the Moscow Conference decisions as
speedily and fully as possible, all the more because the Hitler-
ites will certainly try to use the pre-winter months for -exerting
maximum pressure upon the U.S.S.R. at the front.

Like you, I am confident of final victory over Hitler for the
countries now joining their eflorts to accelerate the elimination
of bloody Hitlerism, a goal for which the Soviet Union is now
making such big and heavy sacrifices.

Yours very sincerely,

J. STALIN
October 3, 1941

J. V. STALIN TO W. CHURCHILL
My. dear Prime Minister Churchill,

The arrival of the British and American Missions in Moscow
and particularly the fact that they were led by Lord Beaverbrook
and Mr Harriman, had a most favourable effecl. As for Lord
Beaverbrook, he did his ulmost to expedite consideration and,
possibly, solution of the most pressing problems discussed at the
Moscow Tripartite Conference and to make them fruitful. I can
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say the same for Mr Harriman. I wish therefore to convey to you
and Mr Roosevelt the sincere gratitude of the Soviet Government
for sending such authoritative representatives to Moscow.

I admit that our present requirements in military supplies, aris-
ing from a number of unfavourable circumstances on our front
aid the resulting evacuation of a further group of enterprises, to
say nothing of the fact that a number of issues have been put off
until final consideration and seltlement in London and Washing-
ton, transcend the decisions agreed at the conference. Nevertheless,
the Moscow Conference did a great deal of important work. I
hope the Brilish and American Governments will do all they can
to increase the monthly quotas and also to seize the slightest op-
portunity to accelerate the planned deliveries right now, since
the Hitlerites will use the pre-winter months to exert the utmost
pressure on the U.S.S.R. - .

With regard to both Turkey and China I agree with the consid-
erations vou have stated. I hope the British Government is dis-
playing the proper aclivity at the moment in both directions,
because this is particularly important now that the U.S.S.R.s
opportunifies are naturally limited.

As regards the prospects of our common struggle against the
bandits’ lair of Hitlerites, who have entrenched themselves in
the heart of Europe, I am confident that despite the difficulties
we shall secure the defeat of Hitler in the interest of our freedom-
loving peoples.

Yours sincerely,
J. STALIN

October 3, 1941

J. V. STALIN TO F. ROOSEVELT

Mr President,

I have not yet received the text of your message, but on No-
vember 2 Mr Steinhardl, the United States Ambassador, deliy-
ered to me through Mr Vyshinsky an Aide-Mémoire giving its
substance.



I should like first of all to express complete agreement with
your appraisal of the results of the Three-Power Conference in
Moscow,? which should be credited primarily to Mr Harriman
and to Mr Beaverbrook who did their best to bring the Confer-
ence to an early and successful conclusion. The Soviet Govern-
ment is most grateful for your statement that the implications of
the Conference wiil be carried out to the utmost.

Your decision, Mr President, to grant the Soviet Union an in-
terest-free loan to the value of $1,000,000,000 to meet deliveries
of munitions and raw materials to the Soviet Union is accepted
by the Soviet Government with heartfelt gratitude as vital aid
to the Soviet Union in its tremendous and onerous struggle
against our common enemy-bloody Hitlerism. .

On instructions from the Government of the U.S.S.R. 1 express
complete agreement with your terms for granting the loan, re-
payment of which shall begin five years after the end of the war
and continue over 10 years after expiration of the five-year period.

The Soviet Government is ready to do everything to supply
the United States of America with such commodities and raw
materials as are available and as the United States may
need.

As regards your wish, Mr President, that direct personal con-

tact be established between you and me without delay if circum-
stances so require, I gladly join you in thatwish and am ready,
for my part, to do all in my power to bring it about.

Yours very sincerely,

. J. STALIN
November 4, 1941

Sent on November 8, 1941

PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM PREMIER STALIN
TO PRIME MINISTER CHURCHILL

Your message reached me on November 7.
I agree with you that we need clarily, which at the moment is
lacking in relations between the U.S.S.R. and Great Britain, The
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unclarily is due to two circumstances: first, there is no definite
underslanding between our iwo countries concerning war aims
and plans for the post-war organisation of peace; secondly, there
is no treaty between the U.S.S.R. and Great Britain on mutual
military aid in Europe against Hitler. Until understanding is
reached on these two main points, not only will there be no clar-
ity in Anglo-Soviet relations, but, if we are to speak frankly,
there will be no mutual trust. To be sure, the agreement on mili-
tary supplies to the Scviet Union is of great positive significance,
but that does not seftle the issue, nor does it fully cover the
question of relations between our two countries.

[T General Wavell and General Paget, whom you mention in
your message, come to Moscow 1o conclude agreements on the
main points stated above, I shall be willing, naturally, to meet
them and consider these points. If, however, the mission of the
two Generals is to be restricted to information and examination
of secondary issues, then I see no need for keeping them from
their duties, nor can I myself go out of my way to engage in
talks of that nature.

2. Concerning a British declaration of war on Finland, Hun-
gary and Roumania I think that the situation is intolerable. The
Soviet Government placed this matter before the Government of
Greal Britain through secret diplomatic channels. Then, unex-
pectedly for the U.S.S.R,, the whole matter, beginning with the
Soviet Government's request to the Government of Great Brit-
ain all the way to its consideration by the U.S. Government, has
got into the press, both friendly and hostile, and is now the sub-
ject of all kinds of speculation. For all that the British Govern-
ment declares that it takes a negative view of our proposal.
What is the explanation? Can it be that the purpose is to demon-
strate that there is disagreement between the U.S.S.R. and Great
Britain? i

3. You may rest assured that everything is being done to en-
sure that the arms delivered to Archangel {rom Britain reach
their destination in time. The same will be done with regard to
Iran. I must add, however, even though it is a trifling matter,
that the tanks, guns and aircraft are badly packed, some parts
of the guns come in different ships and the aircraft are so badly
crated that we get them in a damaged state.



Sent on November 14, 1941

PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM J. STALIN
TO Mr ROOSEVELT

Your message about the favourable decision taken by the Amer-
ican Red Cross concerning delivery of medical supplies reached
me on November 11.

The Soviet Government has no objection to establishing the
organisational forms of cooperation between the Red Cross so-
cieties of our two countries, it being understood that it will be
organised in accordance with the exchange of letters the text of
which was agreed early in November by Red Cross representa-
tives of both countries in Kuibyshev.

STALIN

Sent on November 23, 1941

MESSAGE FROM PREMIER STALIN
TO PRIME MINISTER CHURCHILL

Thank you for your message.

I sincerely welcome the desire, expressed in your message, to
cooperate with me through personal correspondence on a basis
of collaboration and trust, and I hope it will contribute in many
respects to the success of our common cause,

As to Finland, the U.S.S.R, does not suggest anything—at
least for the time being—but cessation of military operations and
her withdrawal from the war. If, however, Finland does not do
this within the brief time stipulated by you, I consider a British
declaration of the state of war with Finland advisable and neces-
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sary. Otherwise the impression might be created that we lack
unily in the war against Hiller and his more zealous accom-
plices and that the accomplices in the Hitler aggression may con-
tinue to commit their infamous deeds with impunity. As regards
Hungary and Roumania, I suppose we can wait,

I fully support your proposal for sending Mr Eden, your For-
eign Secretary, to the U.S.S.R. in the near future. Discussion
and approval of an agreement on joint operations by the Soviet
and British troops on our front and the speedy execution of that
task would be of great positive significance. 1t is quite true that
the discussion and adoption of a plan for the post-war organisa-
tion of peace should be designed to keep Germany, above all
Prussia, from again breaking the peace and.plunging the nations
into a new bloodbath,

[ also agree, that difference of political system in the U.S.S.R,,
on the one hand, and of Great Britain and the U.S.A., on the
other, should not and cannot be an obstacle to a [avourable
solution of the fundamental preblems of safeguarding our mu-
tual security and rightful interests. I hope that reticences or
doubts on this score, if any, will be dispelled by the talks with
Mr Eden.

Please accept my congratulations on the successful beginning
of the British offensive in Libya.

The Soviet troops are still engaged in tense struggle against
the Hitler armies. However, despite the difficulties, the resistance
of our troops is growing and will continue to do so. Our resolve
to smash the enemy is unshakeable.

TO Mr WINSTON CHURCHILL, PRIME MINISTER
OF GREAT BRITAIN

Hearty birthday greetings. I sincerely wish you the vigour and
health that are so essential for defeating Hitlerism, the enemy of

mankind,
Best regards.
STALIN

Noveinber 30, 1941
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Sent on December 17, 1941
J. V. STALIN TO F. ROOSEVELT

I received your message on December 16. It did not indicate
the aims of the conferences to be called in Chungking and Mos-
cow and as they were to open overnight I saw fit when I met
Mr Eden, who had just arrived in Moscow, to ask him what those
aims were and whether the two conferences could be put off for
a while. It appeared, however, that Mr Eden was not posted
either. I should like, therefore, to have the appropriate elucida-
tions from you In order to ensure the results expected from Soviet
participation.

Thank you for the sentiments expressed over the Soviet armies
successes.

T wish you success in the struggle against the aggression in
the Pacific.

Personal warm regards to you and Mr Hopkins.

STALIN

Sent on December 27, 1941

J. V. STALIN TO W. CHURCHILL

Thank you very much for your kind birthday wishes. I avail
myself of this opportunity to convey to you and to the friendly
British Army my hearty congratulations on their latest victories
in Libya,
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Sent on lanuary 8, 1942

J. V. STALIN TO W. CHURCHILL

Thank you for the message and your solicitude for the progress
of Soviet-American relations. The Pravda article to which you
refer is not at all official and certainly has no other aims in view
but the interests of the fight against aggression, which are com-
mon to our countries, For its part, the Soviet Government is

doing, and will certainly continue to do, its utmost to strengthen
Soviet-American relations.

Sent on January 16, 1942
J. V. STALIN TO W. CHURCHILL

I have recelved your message of January 15.

I sincerely thank you for your good wishes for the New
Year and the successes of the Red Army. I greet you and the
British Army on the occasion of your major successes in North
Africa.

Sent on February 14, 1942

J. V. STALIN TO W. CHURCHILL

Thank you for your congralulations on the successes of the
Red Army. Despite the difficulties experienced on the Soviet-Ger-
man front and on the other fronts, I do not doubt for a moment
that the mighty alliance of the U.S.S.R., Great Britain and the
U.S.A. will crush the enemy and achieve complete victory.
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settlement of the situation In Trieste-Istria necessitates agree-
ment with the Yugoslav Government also on the concrete pro-
posals made by the U.S. and British Governments,

Now that the Yugoslav Government has consented to the es-
tablishment of an Allied Military Administration in the Trieste-
fstria territory it is my hope that nothing will be put in the way
of Yugoslav interests being fully met and that a happy solution
will be found to the entire problem of the present strained situa-
tion in the Trieste-Istria area.

June 8, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr H. TRUMAN

I have received your message in reply to my sugges’t‘xons for
resuming diplomatic relations with Roumania, Bulgaria, Fin-
land and Hungary. o .

It appears from your message that you, too, cqnsnder it desir-
able to establish normal diplomatic relations with these coun-
tries at the earliest possible date. However, I see no reason {o
show any preference in the matter to Finland Whl(fh, ur}hkg Rou-
mania or Bulgaria, did not participate on thg Allied sn'de in .the
war against Hitler Germany. Public opinion in the Soviet Union
and the entire Soviet command would find it hard to un_derstand
if Roumania and Bulgaria, the armed forces of which have
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I take this opportunity to draw your attention to the fact that
in using the loan extended to the U.S.S.R. the appropriate Soviet
agencies are encountering great difficulties as far as shipping
the munitions and materials purchased ig the U.S.A. is concerned.
In these circumstances we think that the most useful system
is the one effectively used in shipping munitions from Britain to
Archangel, a system not introduced so far with regard to supplies
from the U.S.A. In keeping with this system the British military
authorities supplying the munitions and materials select the
ships, supervise their Inading in harbour and convoying to the
ports of destination. The Soviet Government would be most grate-
ful if the same system of delivering munitions and convoying
the ?hips to Soviet harbours were adopted by the U.S. Govern-
ment.

Yours very sincerely,
J. STALIN

Sent on March 14, 1942

J. V. STALIN TO W. CHURCHILL

Thank you very much for your message, transmitted in Kui-
byshev on March 12.

Please accept the Soviet Government's gratitude for the infor-
mation on the steps you have taken to ensure deliveries to the
U.S.S.R! and to intensify the air offensive against Germany,

[ feel entirely confident that the combined efiorts of our troops,
occasional setbacks notwithstanding, will culminate in crushing
the common enemy and that the year 1942 will see m decisive
turn on the anti-Hitler front. o

As to paragraph one of your message—concerning the fron-
tiers of the U.S.S.R.—I think we still shall have to exchange
views on the text of an appropriate treaty, if it is approved for
signing by both parties.
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March 29, 1942 PERSONAL AND SECRET

J. V. STALIN TO W. CHURCHILL

Thank you for the message which reached me through Mr Kerr
a few days ago. I have had a talk with Mr Kerr, and my impres-
sion is that our joint work will proceed in an atmosphere of com-
plete mutual trust.

I convey to you the Soviet Government's gratitude for the as-
surance that the British Government will treat any use ol poi-
son gas upon the U.S.S.R. by the Germans as if that weapon

were directed against Great Britain and that the British

Air Force will not hesitate to use the large store of gas bombs
available in Britain for dropping on suitable targets in Ger-
many. :

According to our information poison gas may be launched
against the U.S.S.R. not .only by the Germans, but also by
the Finns. I should like what you say in your message about
retaliation with gas attack upon Germany to be extended to
Finland in the event of the latter assaulting the U.S.S.R. with
poison gas. _ '

I think it highly advisable for the British Government to give
in the near future a public warning that Britain would treat the
use of poison gas against the U.S.S.R. by Germany or Finland as
an attack on Britain herself and that she would retaliate by
using gas against Germany.

It goes without saying that, if the British Government so de-
sires, the U.S.S.R. I¢ prepared in its turn to issue a similar warn-
ing to Germany against a German gas attack upon Britain.

The Soviet Government holds that a British Government warn-
ing to Germany on the above lines should come not later than
the end of April or early May.

The Soviet Government would be most grateful if the British
Government could help the U.S.S.R. to obtain certain chemical

- means of defence it lacks, as well as means of chemical retalia-

tion against eventual chemical attack upon the U.S.S.R. by Ger-
many. If you have no objection I could send an authorised per-
son to Britain shortly to take care of the matter.
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Sent on April 20, 1942 -
J. V. STALIN TO F. ROOSEVELT

Thank you for the message which I received in Moscow a few
days ago.

The Soviet Government agrees that it is essential to arrange
a meeting between V. M. Molotov and you for an exchange of
views on the organisation of a second front in Europe in the
near future. Molotov can arrive in Washington not later than
May 10-15, accompanied by an appropriate military represent-
ative.

It goes without saying that Molotov will also go to London
to exchange views with the British Government.

I have no doubt that I shall be able to have a personal meeting
with you, to which [ attach great importance, especially in view
of the big problems of organising the defeat of Hitlerism that
confront our two countries.

Please accept my sincere regards and wishes for success in
the struggle against the enemies of the United States of America.

J. STALIN

PERSONAL AND SECRET

J. V. STALIN TO W. CHURCHILL

Thank you for the readiness you have expressed to give a warn-
ing to Germany and Finland early in May concerning the use
of poison gas by Britain in the event of Germany and Finland
resorting to that weapon in the war against the U.S.S.R.

I express to you my gratitude for the readiness to supply 1,000
tons of Mustard and 1,000 tons of Bleaching. Since, however, the
U.S.S.R. has a more pressing need for other chemicals, the So-
viet Government would like to receive, instead of the products
mentioned above, 1,000 tons of calcium hypochloride and 1,000
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tons of chloramine or, if these products cannot be supplied, 2,000
tons of liquid Bleaching in holders.

The Soviet Government intends to send Andrei Georgiyevich
Rasatkin, Deputy People’s Commissar of the Chemical Indus-
try, to London as its expert in chemical defence and counter-
attack.

2. A few days ago the Soviet Government received from Mr
Eden the drafts of two treaties between the U.S.S.R. ang Brit-
ain, which substantially depart on certain points from the texts
of the treaties discussed during Mr Eden’s stay in Moscow. As
this circumstance involves fresh differences which it is hard to
iron out by correspondence, the Soviet Government has resolved,
despite-the difficulties, to send V. M. Molotov to London for
personal talks with a view to settling the issues holding up the
signing of the treaties. This is all the more essential as the ques-
tion of a second front in Europe raised by Mr Roosevelt, the U.S.
President, in his latest message to me, inviting V. M. Molo-
tov to Washington to discuss the matter, calls for a preliminary
exchange of views between representatives of our two Govern-
ments. = . .

Please accept my regards and wishes for success in the fight
against the enemies of Great Britain.

: . J. STALIN
April 22, 1942

SECRET
J. V. STALIN TO W. CHURCHILL

_ 1'have a request to you. Up to 90 shiploads of essential war
supplies for the U.S.S.R. have accumulated at present in Iceland
and on the approaches to Iceland from America. | understand
that the ships have been delayed for a long time owing to the
difficulty British naval forces have in running a convoy.

1 am conscious of the real difficulty involved and I know aboul
the sacrifices which Britain has made in this matter.
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Nevertheless, I consider it possible to request you to do your
utmost to ensure delivery of those cargoes to the U.S.S.R. during
May, when we shall need them badly for the front.

Please accept my best regards and good wishes.

J. STALIN
May 6, 1942

Sent on May 12, 1942
J, V. STALIN TO W. CHURCHILL .

I have received your message of May 11 and thank you for the
promise to take measures to deliver the maximum war materials
to the U.S.S.R. We fully realise the serious difficulties which
Great Britain has to overcome and the heavy naval casualties
involved in carrying out that major task.

As to your proposal for increased assistance by the Soviet air
and naval forces in covering the supply ships in the area men-
tloned by you, rest assured that we shall immediately do all we
can. It should be borne in mind, however, that, as you know, our
naval-forces are very limited and by far most of our air forces are
engaged in action at the front. .

Please accept my best regards.
J. STALIN

- Sent on May 15, 1942

J. V. STALIN TO F. ROOSEVELT

Thank you for the message delivered by M. M. Litvinov.' In
connection with the present difficulties in sailing and escorting
ships to the U.S.5.R. I have already approached Prime Mml‘ster
Churchill for his help in overcoming them as quickly as possible.
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As the delivery of cargoes from the U.S.A. and Britain in May is a
pressing matter, I address the same request to you, Mr President.

V. M. Molotov will leave for the U.S.A. and Britain a few days
Jater than planned—on account of weather vagaries. It appears
that he can fly in a Soviet aircraft—both to Britaln and the
U.S.A. I should add that the Soviet Government thinks it nec-
essary for Molotov to travel withoul any press publicity until
he returns to Moscow, as was done in the case of Mr Eden’s
visit fo Moscow last December.

As to Molotov’s place of residence in Washington, both he
and I thank you for your offer.

J. STALIN

Sent on May 24, 1942

J. V. STALIN TO W. CHURCHILL

I have received the message, lransmitted in Kuibyshev on
May 20, in which you say that thirty-five ships with supplies for
the U.S.S.R. are en route to Soviet ports: Thank you for the mes-
sage and the steps taken by you in sending the ships. Our air and
naval forces will, on their part, do all they can to cover the supply
ships in the sector of which you informed me in your message
of May 9.8

Sent on May 24, 1942

J. V. STALIN TO W. CHURCHILL

Your latest message reached me on May 24. Both Vyacheslav
Molotov and myself think it advisable for him to stop in London
on his way back from the U.S.A. to complete the discussions with
British Government representatives on matters of interest to our
two countries.

Sent on May 28, 1942

J. V. STALIN TO W. CHURCHILL

I am very grateful to you for the friendly sentiments and gqod
wishes expressed on the occasion of our signing the new treaty.

I am certain that this treaty will be of great importance in
promoting friendly relations between the Soviet Union and Great
Britain, as well as between our two countries and the United
States, and that it will ensure close cooperation by our three
countries after victory.

I also hope that your meeting with Molotov on his way back
from the United States will make it possible to complete the
work left unfinished.

As to measures for covering the convoy, you may rest assured
that we are doing and will continue to do our utmost in this
respect.

Please accept my sincere good wishes and the expression of
firm confidence in our common complete victory.

Sent on June 12, 1942

J. V. STALIN TO F. ROOSEVELT |

The Soviet Government considers as you do, Mr President,

that the results of V. M. Molotov’s visit to the U.S.A. were quite
satisfactory.
" I take the occasion to express to you, Mr President, the Soviet
Government’s sincere gratitude for the cordial welcome given to
Molotov and his colleagues during their stay in the U.S.A.

He returned safely to Moscow today.
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Sent on June 20, 1942

MESSAGE FOR THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr CHURCHILL,
FROM J. V. STALIN

1l

) 1 he_lve received your message warning me of the Germans’
intention to launch an invasion from Northern Norway and
Finland.
_ I fully share your view of the desinability of joint openations
in those two areas, but I should like to know whether British
naval and land forces are planned to take part in the operations
and, if so, on what scale. .

Thank you very much for the promise to send six squadrons

to the Murmansk area. Wil] you let me know when they are due
to arrive?

Sent on July 1, 1942

J. V. STALIN TO F, ROOSEVELT

With reference to your latest messages I should like to tell you
that I fully concur with you as to the advisability of using the
Alaska-Siberia route for U.S. aircrait deliveries to the Western
Front. The Soviet Government has, therefore, issued instructions
for completing at the earliest possible date the preparations now
under way in Siberia to receive aircraft, that is, for adapting the
existing air fields and providing them with additional facilities.
As to whose pilots should fly the aircraft from Alaska, I think
the task can be entrusted, as the State Department once suggest-
ed, to Soviet pilots who could {ravel to Nome or some other suit-
able place at the appointed time. An appropriate group of those
pilots could be instructed to carry out the survey flight proposed
by you. To fully ensure reception of the aircraft we should like to
know the number of planes which the U.S.A. is allocating for
despatch to the Western Front by that route.
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As to your proposal for a meeting between U.S. and Soviet
Army and Navy representatives to excliange information if neces-
sary, the Soviet Government is in agreement and would prefer
to have the meeting in Moscow.

Sent on July 7, 1942

J. V. STALIN TO F. ROOSEVELT

In view of the situation in which the Allied forces find them-
selves in Egypt I have no objection to forty of the A-20 bombers
now in Iraq en route to the U.S.S8.R. being transferred to the
Egyptian front.

Sent on July 18, 1942
J. V. STALIN TO F. ROOSEVELT

Your message on the designation of Major-General F. Brad-
ley, Captain Duncan and Colonel Michela as the U.S. represent-
atives at the Moscow conference has reached me. The U.S.
delegates will be given every assistance in- carrying out their
assignment.

. On the Soviet side the conference will be attended by Major-
General Sterligov, Colonel Kabanov and Colonel Levandovich.

As regards the survey flight, we could in the next few days
send a plane from Krasnoyarsk to Nome—I mean an American
twin-engine aircraft—which could take on the U.S. officers on
its way back from Nome.

I take this opportunity to thank you for the news about the
despatch of an additional hundred and fifteen tanks to the
U.S.S.R.

I consider it my duty to warn you that, according to our ex-
perts at the front, U.S. tanks catch fire very easily when hit from
behind or from the side by anti-tank rifle bullets. The reason is
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that the h'igh-grade gasoline used forms inside the tank a thick
layer of highly inflammable fumes. German tanks also use gas-
oline, but of low grade whicl yields smaller quantities of fumes,

hence, they are more fireproof. Our experts think that the diesel
makes the best tank motor.

Sent on July 23, 1942

MESSAGE FROM PREMIER STALIN
-TO PRIME MINISTER CHURCHILL

I have received your message of July 18.

I gather from the message, first, that the British Government
refuses to go on supplying the Soviet Union with war materials
by the northern route and, secondly, that despite the agreed
Anglo-Soviet Communiqué on the adoption of urgent measures
to open a second front in 1942, the British Government is pulting
off the operation till 1943,

According to our naval experts, the arguments of British na-
val experts on the necessity of stopping delivery of war supplies
to the northern harbours of the U.S:S.R. are untenable. They are
convinced that, given goodwill and readiness to honour obliga-
tions, steady deliveries could be effected, with heavy loss to the
Germans, The British Admiralty’s order to the P.Q. 17 convoy
to abandon the supply ships and retprn to Britain, and to the
supply ships to disperse and make for Soviet harbours singly,
without escort, is, in the view of our experts, puzzling and inex-
plicable. Of course, I do not think steady deliveries to northern
Soviet ports are possible without risk or loss. But then no major
task can be carried out in wartime without risk or losses. You
know, of course, that the Soviet Union is suflering far greater
losses. Be that as it may, I never imagined that the British Gov-
ernment would deny us delivery of war materials precisely now,
when the Soviet Union is badly in need of them in view of {he
grave situation on the Soviet-German front. It should be obvious
that deliveries via Persian ports can in no way make up for the

loss in the event of deliveries via the northern route being dis-
continued.
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As to the second point, namely, that of opening a second
front in Europe, 1 fear the matter is taking an improper turn. In
view of the situation on the Soviet-German front, 1 state most
emphatically that the Soviet Government cannot tolerate the
second front in Europe being postponed till 1943. )

I hope you will not take it amiss that 1 have seen fit to give
you my frank and honest opinion and that of my colleagues on

i i i ur message.
the points raised in yo g 1. STALIN

MOST SECRET

FOR PRIME MINISTER CHURCHILL
FROM PREMIER STALIN

ceived both your messages of July 31.

{ }}I::Sb;eiﬁvite you oz behali of the Soviet Government to the
U.S.S.R. for a meeting with members of the Government, SR

I should be much obliged if you could travel to the U.S.S.R,
for joint consideration of urgent matters ’rel-.atmg to the wag
against Hitler, who is now threatening Britain, the U.S.A. an
the U.S.S.R. more than ever. ) .

? think that Moscow would be the most suitable place For ou§
meeting, since the members of the Govel:nmen’t, the Lxegetrta-
Staff m;d myself cannot be away at this moment of bitter
fighting against the Germans. )

Eélr’lrhe P?’)re%ence of the Chiel of the Imperial General Staff would
be most desirable, .
kelmvf/)ould request you to fix the date for the meet;ng. at your
conveniernce, depending on how you ﬁnigh your bu-_sme:ss in
Cairo and with the knowledge that there will be no objection on

rt as to the date. ) '
m}; gfn g?%slteful to you for agreeing to sail the next convoy wnt_}:
war materials to the U.S.S.R. early in September. Although i
will be very difficult for us to withdraw aircr’af't from the front,
we shall take all possible steps to increase air cover for supply
ships and convoy.

July 31, 1942



Sent on August 2, 1942

J. V. STALIN TO F. ROOSEVELT

I have received your latest message about the survey flight
from Alaska. Our B-25 aircraft will arrive at Nome probably
between August 8 and 10 and before taking off for the planned
;I;rgfy flight will pick up the three American members of the

ght.

Sent on August 6, 1942 ’

J. V. STALIN TO W. CHURCHILL

Your message of August 5 received, -

The fepresentatives of the Soviet Air Force in Tehran have
be:el}'l] given the necessary instructions in compliance with your
wishes. ,

Sent on August 7, 1942

J. V. STALIN TO F. ROOSEVELT
I.h.ave received your messages dated August 5. Thank you for
advising me of Mr Harriman’s forthcoming arrival in Moscow. 1

read with interest your information on Japan, and shall not fail
to pass it on to my visitor.

Sent on August 12, 1942
J. V. STALIN TO F. ROOSEVELT

Your message of August 9 to hand. The Soviet Government
takes a favourable view of Mr Wendell Willkie’s visit to the
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U.S.S.R. and I can assure you that he will be most cordially en-
tertained. -

J. V. STALIN TO W. CHURCHILL
MEMORANDUM

As a result of the exchange of views in Moscow on August 12
I have established that Mr Churchill, the British Prime Minister,
considers it impossible to open a second front in Europe
in 1942.

It will be recalled that the decision to open a second front in
Europe in 1942 was reached at the time of Molotov’s visit to
London, and found expression in the agreed Anglo-Soviet Com-
muniqué released on June 12 last.

It will be recalled further that the opening ¢f a second front
in Europe was designed to divert German forces from the
Eastern Front to the West, to set up in the West a major centre
of resistance to the German fascist forces and thereby ease
the position of the Soviet troops on the Soviet-German front

in 1942,
Needless to say, the Soviet High Command, in planning its

summer and autumn operations, counted on a second front being
opened in Europe in 1942,

It will be readily understood that the British Government's
refusal to open a second front in Europe in 1942 delivers a mo-
ral blow to Soviet public opinion, which had hoped that the sec-
ond front would be opened, complicates the position of the Red
Army at the front and injures the plans of the Soviet High
Command.

I say nothing of the fact that the difficulties in which the Red
Army is involved through the refusal to open a second
front in 1942 are bound to impair the military position of Brit-
ain and the other Allies. .

I and my colleagues believe that the year 1942 offers the most
favourable conditions for a second front in Europe, seeing that
nearly all the German forces-—and their crack troops, too—are
tied down on the Eastern Front, while only negligible forces, and
the poorest, too, are left in Europe. It is hard to say whether 1943
will offer as favourable conditions for opening a second front as
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1942, For this reason we think that it is possible and necessary
to open a second front in Europe in 1942 Unfortunately I did
not succeed in convincing the British Prime Minister of this,
while Mr Harriman, the U.S. President’s representative at the
Moscow talks, fully supported the Prime Minister.

: , J. STALIN
August 13, 1942

Sent on August 22, 1942
J. V. STALIN TO F. ROOSEVELT

Your message of August 19 received. I, too, regret that you
were unable to take part in the talks which Mr Churchill and I
recently had.

With reference to what you say about the despatch of tanks
and other strategic materials from the United States in August
I should like to emphasise our special interest in receiving U.S.
aircraft and other weapons, as well as trucks in the greatest
numbers possible. 1t is my hope that every step will be taken
to ensure early delivery of the cargoes to the Soviet Union, par-
ticularly over the northern sea route.

Sent on September 8, 1942

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE. FROM PREMIER STALIN
TO PRIME MINISTER CHURCHILL

I received your message on September 7. I realise the impor-
tance of the safe arrival in the Soviet Union of P.Q. 18 convoy
and the need for measures to protect it. Difficult though we find
it at present tc assign extra long-range bombers for the purpose,
we have decided to do so. Orders have been given today to assign
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an additional force of long-range bombers for the purpose men-
tioned by you. .

1 wish you success in the operation against Rommel in Egypt
and all success in “Torch.”

PREMIER STALIN TO PRIME MINISTER CHURCHILL

I must inform you that our position in the Stalingrad area has
changed for the worse since the early days of September. It ap-
pears that the Germans have large reserves of aircraft which they
concentrated in the Stalingrad area, achieving a twofold air su-
periority. We were short of fighters with which to cover our
ground forces. Even the bravest troops are helpless without air
cover. What we need particularly is Spitfires and Aircobras. |
have given Mr Willkie detailed information on these points.

2. Supply ships with munitions have reached Archangel and
are being unloaded. This is a greal help. However, in view of the
shortage of tonnage we could forgo for a while certain kinds of
aid and thereby reduce the demand for shipping, provided the aid
in the shape of fighter aircraflt is increased. We could forgo for
@ while our request for tanks and guns, if Britain and the U.S.A.
together could supply us with 800 fighters a month—Britain giv-
ing roughly 300 and the U.S.A. 500, This aid would be more ef-
fective and would improve the situation at the front.

3. Your intelligence to the effect that Germany's monthly out-
put of operational aircraft does not exceed 1,300 does not tally
with our information. According to our data, the German air-
craft industry, including plants in the occupied countries making
aeroplane parts, turns out some 2,500 operational aircraft a month.

October 3, 1942
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FROM PREMIER STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr ROOSEVELT

In taking this opportunity to send you a personal message
through the courtesy of Mr Standley, who is leaving for Washing-
ton, 1 should like to say 4 few words about U.S. military deliv-
eries to the U.S.S.R.

The difficulties of delivery are reported to be due primarily to
shortage of shipping. To remedy the shipping situation the So-
viet Government would be prepared to agree to a certain curtail-
ment of U.S. arms deliveries to the Soviet Union, We should
be prephred temporarily fully to renounce deliveries of tanks,
guns, ammunition, pistols, etc. At the same time, however, we
are badly in need of increased deliveries of modern fighter air-
craft—such as Aircobras—and certain other supplies. It should
be borne in mind that the Kittyhawk is no match for the modern
German fighter. v

It would be very good if the U.S.A. could ensure the monthly
delivery of at least the following items: 500 fighters, 8,000 to
10,000 trucks, 5,000 tons of aluminium, and 4,000 to 5,000 tons
of explosives. Besides, we need, within 12 months, two million
tons of grain (wheat) and as much as we can have of fats, con-
centrated foods and canned meat. We could bring in a consider-
able part of the food supplies in Soviet ships via Vladivostok if
the U.S.A. consented to turn over to the U.S.S.R. 20 to 30 ships
at the least to replenish our fleet, I have talked this over with
Mr Willkle, feeling certain that he will convey it to you.

As regards the situation at the front, you are undoubtedly aware
that in recent months our position in the South, particularly
in the Stalingrad area, has deteriorated due to shortage of air-
craft, mostly fighters. The Germans have bigger stocks of aircraft
than we anticipated. In the South they have at least a twofold
superiority in the air, which makes it impossible for us to pro-
tect our troops. War experience has shown that the bravest troops
are helpless unless protected against air attack.

October 7, 1942

30

Sent on October 15, 1942

REPLY FROM PREMIER-STALIN
TO MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT

Your message of October 12 to hand. I am grateful for the in-

formation.
J. STALIN

FROM PREMIER STALIN
TO U.S. PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT

i hind in an-

I have received your message of October ]§. I am be‘
swering because front affairs held my attention. The thing now is
to have the promised cargoes delivered to the U.S.S.R. as sched-

uled by you.
October 19, 1942

Sent on October 28, 1942
J. V. STALIN TO F. ROOSEVELT

Yourwmessage of October 24 received. Thank you for the infor-
mation.

Sent on November 8, 1942

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE FROM PREMIER STALIN
TO PRIME MINISTER CHURCHILL

Your message reached me on November 5.

I congratulate you on the progress of the openation in Egypt
and feel confident thal now it will be possible to finish off the
bands of Rommel and his Italian allies.
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All of us here hope that “Torch”  will be successful,

I am gratefy] to you for informing me that you and President
Roosevelt have decided to send 20 British and American Squad-
rons to the Southern Front in the near future. Speedy despatch
of the 20 Squadrons will be a very valuable help. As to the con-
fererfces required in this connection und to the working out of
specific measures by representatives of the British, American and
our own Air Forces, it would be best to hold the appropriate
meetings first in Moscow and then, if necessary, directly in the
Cauc:asus. I have already been informed that the U.S. side is
sending Genenal Elmer E. Adler for the purpose. I shall expect
to hear from you the name of the British appointee.

The situation on our Caucasian front has deteriorated somme-
what compared with October, The Germans have succeeded in
capturing !'\’alc.hlk and are closing in on Vladikavkaz, where
heavy fighting is now in progress. Our weak point there is short-
age ol fighter aircraft.

Ughgll;k yf)u for your good wishes for the anniversary of the

PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM PREMIER STALIN
TO PRIME MINISTER CHURCHILL

We are highly pleased with ycur success in Libya and the suc-
cessful launching of “Torch.”s! | wish you all success,

Thanks for the warning about Baku, We are taking counter
measures,

November 9, 1949 v

TO PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT FROM PREMIER STALIN

My dear Mr President,

Thank you very much for your letter, which reached me through
General Hurley today. I have had a long talk with him on stra-
tegic matlers. T think that he understood me and is now con-
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vinced of the soundness of the Allies’ present strategy. He asked
for an opportunity_to visit one of our fronts, in particular the
Caucasus. This opportunity will be provided.

No serious changes have occurred on the Soviet-German front
in the past week. We plan to launch otr winter campaign in the
near future and are preparing for it. I shall keep you informed

about it. '
All of us here rejoice at the brilliant success of U.S. and British

arms in North Africa. Congratulations on the victory. With all
my heart [ wish you further success.

Yours very sincerely,
STALIN
November 14, 1942

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE FROM PREMIER STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr CHURCHILL

Thank you for the message of November 13. All of us here
are delighted with your success in Libya and the Anglo-Ameri-
can success in French Africa, I congratulate you with all my
heart on the victory, and wish you further success.

In the past few days we have succeeded in halting the
German advance on Vladikavkaz and stabilising the situation.
Vladikavkaz is, and 1 think will remain, in our hands. We are
taking all possible steps to retain our positions in the North
‘Caucasus. ) ) )

We are planning to slart a winter campaign in the near fu-
ture. Just when, depends.on the weather, which is beyond our

control. I shall keep you posted.
November 14, 1942
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Sent on November 20, 1942

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE FROM PREMIER STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr CHURCHILL

We have begun the offensive operations in the Stalingrad area—
in its southern and north-western sectors. The objective of
the first stage is to seize the Stalingrad-Likhaya railway and
disrupt the communications of the Stalingrad group of the Ger-
man tx_'oops. In the north-western sector the German front has
b.een_plerced along a 22-kilometre line and along a 12-kilometre
Itme”m the southern sector. The operalion is ‘proceeding satisfac-
orily. '

Sent on November 20, 1942

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE FROM PREMIER STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr ROOSEVELT

We have begun the offensive operations in the Stalingrad area
—in its southern and north-western sectors. The objective of the
first stage is to seize the Stalingrad-Likhaya railway and disrupt
the communications of the Stalingrad group of the German
tl:OOpS. In the north-weslern sector the German front has been
Plerced along a 22-kilometre line and along a 12-kilometre line
in the southern sector. The operation is proceeding satisfactorily.

Sent on November 27, 1942

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE FROM PREMIER STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr CHURCHILL

Thank you for your message, which I received on November
25. 1 fully share your view.{hat it is highly important to pro-
mote our personal relations. : .

I express gratitude for the steps you are taking to send an-
other large convoy to Archangel. I realise that at the moment
this is particularly difficult for you, especially in view of
the considerable operations by the British fleet in the Mediter-

ranear.

I agree with you and President Roosevelt concerning the desir- ‘

ability of doing everything to bring Turkey into the war on our
side in the spring. That, without a doubt, would mean a great
deal for the speedy defeal of Hitler and his acoomplices. ,

As for Darlan, 1 think the Americans have made skiiful use
of him to facilitate the occupation of North and West Africa.
Military diplomacy should know how to use for the war
aims not only the Darlans, but even the devil and his grand-
mother. '

I have carefully read your communication saying that you and
the Americans are continuing the preparations along your south-
eastern and southern coasts in order to keep the Germans pinned
in the Pas de Calais, etc., and that you are ready to take
advantage of any favourable opportunity. That, I hope, does not
imply renunciation of your Moscow promise to open a second
front in Western Europe in the spring of 1943, )

I accept President Roosevelt's and your suggestion that we
call a conference of representatives of our three Staffs in Moscow
to make appropriate war plans for 1943. We are prepared to
meet your representatives, and ‘the Americans, whenever you
like. ' '

So far the Stalingrad operation is proceeding successfully,
telped among other things by snowiall and fog which prevent
full-scale action by Gérman aircraft.

We are planning active operations on the Central Front one
of these days in order to tie up the enemy and prevent him from
moving forces south.
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Sent pn November 27, 1942

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE FROM PREMIER STALIN
TO PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT

Thank you for your message, reccived on November 21. I
fully appreciate your desire to explain the military set-up to
people in Australia and New Zealand, and your preoccupation
with operations in the South-west Pacific. As to the Mediter-
ranean operations, which are making such favourable progress
and are important in terms of changing the whole military sit-
uation in Europe, I share your view that the time is ripe for
appropriate consultations between {he General Stafls of the
U.S.A., Great Britain and the U.S.S.R.

Heartlelt regards and best wishes for further success in your
offensive.

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE FROM PREMIER STALIN
TO PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT

Thank you for your message which reached me on Novemn-
ber 27. 1 am glad to hear of your successes. in the Solomons
area and of the strong build-up of your forces in the South-
west Pacific.

Feeling certain of the speedy expulsion of Germans from
North Alrica, 1 trust that this will help in launching Allied of-
fensive operativii. in Europe. The intensive air raids planned
for ltaly will no doubt be very useful,

We have achieved some success in the Stalingrad operation,
largely facilitated by snowfall and fog which prevented the
Germans from mraking full use of their aircraft,

We have decided to launch operations on the Central Front,
too, to keep the enemy from moving his forces south.

I send you warm regards and best wishes to the U.S. Armed
Forces.

November 28, 1942
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Sent on November 29, 1942
TO Mr WINSTON CHURCHILL

On' the occasion of your birthday I send you best wishes for
good ihealth and success in your war effort for the triumph of

our common cause.
J. STALIN

Sent on December 6, 1942

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE FROM PREMIER STALIN

TO PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT

Your message reached me on December 5.

I welcome the idea of a meeting between the three heads of
the Governments to establish a common strategy. To my gfeat
regret, however, 1 shall be unable to leave the Soviet Union.
This is so crucial a moment that I cannot absent myself even
for a single day. Just now major military operations—part of
our winter campaign—are under way, nor will they be relaxed
in January, It is more than'likely that it will be the other way
round.

Fighting is developing both at Stalingrad and on the Central
Front. At Stalingrad we have encircled a large group of Ger-
man troops and hope to complete their destruction.

Sent on December 6, 1942

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE FROM PREMIER STALIN
TO PRIME MINISTER CHBURCHILL

Your message of December 4 received. I welcome the -idga of
a meeting of the three heads of the Governments to establish a
common strategic line. To my great regret, however, I shall be
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unable to leave the Soviet Union, I must tell you that this is
such a crucial moment thal I cannot be away even for a single
day. Just now the major operations of our winter campaign are
getting under way, nor will they be relaxed in January. More
than likely \it will be the other way round,

I await your reply to that part of my previous message con-
cerning the opening of a second front in Western Europe in the
spring of 1943,

Fighting is developing botl at Stalingrad and on the Central
Front. At Stalingrad we have ercircled a large group of German
troops and hope to complete their destruction,

L3

Sent on December 14, 1942
J. V. STALIN TO F. ROOSEVELT

I, too, express deep regret at not being able to leave the So-
viet Unlon in the immediate future, or even in early March. Front
affairs simply will not let me do so. Indeed, they necessitate my
continuous presence,

I do not know as yet what were the specific matters that you,
Mr President, and My Churchill wanted discussed at our joint
conference. Could we not discuss them by correspondence until
we have an opportunity to meet? I think we shall not differ,

I feel confident that no time is being wasted, that the promise
to open a second front in Europe, which you, Mr President, and
Mr Churchill gave for 1942 or the spring of 1943 at the latest,
will be kept and that a second front in Europe will really be
opened jointly by Great Britain and the U.S.A. next spring.

With reference to the rumours about the Soviet attitude to the
use of Darlan and people like him, I should like to tell you that
as I and my colleagues see it, Eisenhower's policy towards Dar-
lan, Boisson, Giraud and the others is absolutely sound. I con-
sider it an important achievement that you have succeeded in
winning Darlan and others to the Allied side against Hitler.
Earlier T wrote the same to Mr Churchill.
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Sent on December 18, 1942

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE FROM PREMIER STALIN
TO THE U.S. PRESIDENT, Mr ROOSEVELT

Thank you very much for the willingness to help us. The A{l-
glo-American squadrons wilh crews are no longer needed in
Transcaucasia. The main batitles are being fought, and will be
fought, on the Central Fronl and in the Voronezh area, 1 §hould
be most grateful if you would expedite the despatch of aircraft,
especially fighters, but without crews, whom you now need bad-
ly for use in the areas mentioned.

A feature of the Soviet Air Force is that we have more than
enough pilots but suffer from a shortage of machines,

Sent on December 21, 1942

PERSONAI MESSAGE FROM PREMIER STALIN
TO PRIME MINISTER CHURCHILL .

Please accept my heartfelt thanks for your congratulations
and good wishes.

-

Sent on January 1,.1943
TO Mr FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

I would ask you, Mr President, to convey to the United
States Congress and accept my gratitude for the cordial greet-
ings and good wishes sent to the Armed Forces of the Soviet
Union in the name of the American people.

J. STALIN
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Sent on January 5, 1943

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE, FROM PREMIER STALIN
TO PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT

Your message concerning the Far East received. I thank you
for the readiness to send 100 bombers to the Far East for the
Soviet Union. 1 must say, however, that what we need at pres-
ent is aircraft, not in the Far East, where the U.SS.R. is not
fighting, but on a front where a most cruel war is being waged
against the Germans, that is, on the Soviet-German front. The
arrival of those aircraft without pilots—because we have a su-
ficient number of pilots—on the South-Western or Central Front
would play a notable part in the most important sectors of our
struggle against Hitler,

LA:‘; regards the course of the war on our fronts, so far our of-
fensive is, on the whole, making satisfactory progress.

Sent on January 5, 1943

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE FROM PREMIER STALIN
TO PRIME MINISTER CHURCHILL

Both your messages received. Thank you for notifying me
about the forthcoming meeting with the President. 1 shall be
grateful for a report about the outcome of the meeting.

Sent on January 13, 1943

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE FROM PREMIER STALIN
TO PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT

Thank you for the decision to send 200 transport planes to
the Soviet Union,
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As to sending bomber units to the Far East, | have already
pointed out in my_previous messages that what we need is not
air force units, but planes without pilots, because we have more
than enough pilots of our own. Secondly, we need your help in
the way of aircraft not in the Far Edst where the U.S.S.R. is
not in a state of war, but on the Soviet-German front, where the
need for aircraft aid is partioularly great.

I was rather surprised at your proposal that General Bradley
should inspect Russian military objectives in the Far East and
elsewhere in. the U.S.S.R. It should be perfectly obvious that
only Russians can inspect Russian military objectives, just as
U.S. military objectives can be inspected by none but Americans.
There should be no unclarity in this matter.

Concerning General Marshall's visit to the U.S.S.R. I must.

say I am not quite clear about his mission. Kindly advise me of

the purpose of the visit so that I can consider the matter with
full understanding and reply accordingly.

My colleagues are upset by the fact that the operations in
North Africa have come to a standstill and, 1 gather, for a long
time, too. Would you care to comment on the matter?

Sent on January 16, 1943

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE, FROM PREMIER STALIN
TO PRIME MINISTER CHURCHILL

Your message of January 11 has reached me. Thanks for the
information.

Our operations against the Germans on the fronts are so far
making satisfactory progress. We are finishing the destruction
of the German group encircled at Stalingrad.

Sent on January 19, 1943

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE FROM PREMIER STALIN
TO PRIME MINISTER CHURCHILL

Thank you for the information on the successful bombing of

*Berlin on the night of January 17. T wish the British Air Force
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further success, particularly in bombing Berlin.

Sent on January 30, 1943

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE. FROM PREMIER STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr CHURCHILL,
AND THE PRESIDENT, Mr ROOSEVELT

Your friendly joint message reached me on January 27. Thank
you for.informing me of the Casablanca decisions about the
operations to be undertaken by the U.S. and British armed
forces in the first nine months of 1943. Assuming that your deci-
sions on Germany are designed to defeat her by opening a sec-
ond front in Europe in 1943, I should be grateful if you would
inform me of the concrete operations planned and of their
timing. '

As to the Soviet Union, I can assure you that the Soviet
armed forces will do all in their power to continue the offensive
against Germany and her allies on the Soviet-German front. We
expect to finish our winter campaign, circumstances permitting,
in the first half of February. Our troops are tired, they are in
need of rest and they will hardly be able to carry on the offen-
sive beyond tRat period.

Sent on January 31, 1943

I'ERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE FROM PREMIER STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr CHURCHILL

Your message on the forthcoming meeting with the Turkish
President received, 1 shall be grateful for information about the
outcome of the meeting, the vital imporlance of which I appre-
ciate.

Your wish that rumours about your visit be not contradicled
will, naturally, be complied with,
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Sent on February 6, 1943

TO Mr FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT,
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE ARMED FORCES
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

The White House, Washington

Thank you for your congratulations on the victory of the So-
viet troops at. Stalingrad.

I am convinced that the joint combat operations of the armed
forces of the United States, Great Britain and the Soviet Union
will soon lead to victory over our common foe.

J. STALIN

Sent on February 6, 1943

PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM PREMIER STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr WINSTON CHURCHILL

I received on February 2 and 3 your messages on the subject
of Turkey. Thank you for the information on your talks with the
Turkish leaders in Adana.

With reference to your statement that the Turks would respond
to any gesture of friendship on the part of the Soviet Union I
think it opportune to point out that in relation to Turkey we
made, both some months before the outbreak of the Soviet-Ger-
man war and after it had begun, a number of statements the
friendly nature of which is known to the British Government. The
Turks failed to react, apparently fearing that they might upset
the Germans. It can be assumed that they will react in the same
way to the gesture you suggest. v

- Turkey’s international position remains rather ticklish. On the
one hand, she is linked in the U.S.S.R. by a treaty of friendship
and neutrality, and to Great Britain by a treaty of mutual aid
in resisting aggression; on the other hand, she is linked with
Germany by a treaty of Iriendship concluded three days before
Germany attacked the U.S.S.R. I do not know how, in the pres-
ent circumstances, Turkey expects to square fulfilment of her
obligations to the U.S.S.R. and Great Britain with fulfilment of
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her obligations to Germany. However, if the Turks want closer
and more friendly relations with the US.S.R. let them say so.
In that case the Soviet Union will meet them half-way,

2. 1 shall certainly not object to you saying that you informed
me of the Anglo-Turkish meeting, although 1 cannot say the in-
formation was complete.

3. 1 wish you every success in the coming offensive of the
First and Eighth British Armies and the U.S. troops in North
Africa and speedy expulsion of the Italo-German troops from the
Alrican coast,

4. Please accept my thanks for the friendly congratulations on
the surrender of Field Marshal Paulus and the destruction of the
enemy troops encircled at Stalingrad.

MOST SECRET AND PERSONAI, MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr CHURCHILL

On February 12 1 received your message on the forthcoming
Anglo-American military operations.

Thanks for the additional information on the Casablanca de-
cisions, On the other hand, I cannot but state certain considera-
tions with reference to your message, which you tell me is a
common reply conveying also the President's opinion.

It appears from your message that the date—February
—which you had fixed earlier for completing the openations in
Tunisia is now set back to April. There is no need to demon-
strate at length the undesirability of this delay in operations
against the Germans and Italians. It is now, when the Soviet
troops are still keeping up their broad offensive, that action by
the Anglo-American troops in North Alrica is imperative. Simul-
taneous pressure on Hitler from our front and from yours in Tu-
nisia would be of great positive significance for our common
cause and would create most serious difficulties for Hitler and
Mussolini. It would also expedite the operations you are plan-
ning in Sicily and the Eastern Mediterranean.

As lo the opening of a second front in Europe, in particular
in France, it is planned, judging by your communication, for
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August or September. As I see it, however, the situation calls for
shortening these {ime limits o the utmost and for the opening of
a second front in the West at a date much earlier than the one
mentioned. So lhat the enemy should not be given a chance to
recover, it is very important, to my mind, that the blow from the
West, instead of being put off till the second half of the year, be
delivered in spring or early summer.

According to reliable information at our disposal, since the
end of December, when for some reason the Anglo-American
operations in Tunisia were suspended, the Germans have moved
27 divisions, including five armoured divisions, to the Soviet-
German front from France, the Low Countries and Germany. In
other words, instead of the Soviet Union being aided by divert-
ing German forces from the Soviet-German front, what we get
is relief for Hitler, who, because of the let-up in Anglo-American
operations in Tunisia, was able to move additional troops against
the Russians.

The foregoing indicates that the sooner we make joint use of
the Hitler camp’s difficulties at the front, the more grounds we
shall have for anticipating early defeat for Hitler. Unless we
lake account of this and profit by the present moment to further
our common interests, it may well be {hat, having gained a res-
pite and rallied their forces, the Germans might recover, It is
clear to you and us thal such an undesirable miscalculation
'should not be made,

2. I have deemied it necessary to send this reply to Mr Roose-
velt as well. ‘

3. Thank you for your cordial congratulations on the liberation
of Rostov. This morning our troops have taken Kharkov.

February 16, 1943

MOST SECRET AND PERSONAL MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER STALIN
T9O THE PRESIDENT, Mr ROOSEVELT

On February 12 I received from Mr Churchill a message giv-
ing additional information on the decisions taken by the two of
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you at Casablanca. Since, according to Mr Churchill, his mes-
sage is a common reply giving your opinion as well, I should
like to make some comunents, which I have conveyed {o
Mr Churchill. '

It appears from the message that the date—February—fixed
earlier for completing the operations in Tunisia is now set back
to April. There is no need to demonstrate at length the undesira-
bility of this delay in operations against the Germans and Italians.
It is now, when the Soviet troops are still keeping up their broad
offensive, that action by the Anglo-American troops in North Af-
rica is imperative. Simultaneous pressure on Hitler from our
front and from yours in Tunisia would be of great positive sig-
nificance for our common cause and would create most serious
difficulties for Hitler and Mussolini. It would also expedite the

operations you are planning in Sicily and the Eastern Mediter-
ranean,

As to the opening of a second front in Europe, in particular in
France, it is planned, judging by your communication, for Au-
gust or September. As I see it, however, the situation calls for
shortening these time limits to the utmost and for the opening of a
second front in the West at a date much earlier than the one
mentioned. So that the enemy should not be given a chance to
recover, it is very important, to my mind, that the blow from the
West, instead of being put off till the second half of the year, be
delivered in spring or early summer.

According to rellable information at our disposal, since the
end of December, when for some reason the Anglo-American
operations in Tunisia were suspended, the Germans have moved
27 divisions, including five armoured divisions, to the Soviet-
German front from France, the Low Qountries and Germany, In
other words, instead of the Soviet Union being aided by divert-
ing German forces from the Soviet-German front, what we get
is relief for Hitler, who, because of the let-up in Anglo-Amerioan
operations in Tunisia, was able to move additional troops against
the Russians.

The, foregoing indicates that the sooner we make joint use of
the Hitler camp's difficulties at the front, the more grounds we
shall have for anticipating early defeat for Hitler. Unless we
take account of this and profit by the present moment te further
our common interests, it may well be that, having gained a res-
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pite and rallied their forces, the Germans might recover. It is
clear to you and us that such an undesirable miscalculation
should not be made. :

February 16, 1943

Sent on February 23, 1943

TGO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATLES OF AMERICA,
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

Washington

Please accept my heartfelt thanks for your friendly message on
the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the Red Army and your
high praise of its combat achievements.

I share your confidence that these achievements clear the way
for the final defeat of our common enemy, who must and shall
be crushed by the combined might of our countries and of all the
freedom-loving nations,

J. STALIN

Sent on March 2, 1943

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr WINSTON CHURCHILL

I have received your message of February 17 on the Turkich
Government’s desire {o enter upon exchange of views with the
Soviet Government. On February 24 1 also received from you
three documents, transmitted by Mr Kerr: (1) a brief record of
the statements made by the Prime Minister to President Ismet
and the Turkish delegation at the Adana Conference; (2) the
agreed conclusions of the Anglo-Turkish conference held in
Adana on January 30-31, 1943; and (3) an aide-mémoire on
post-war security.

.
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Thank you for the information.

I find it necessary to inform you that on February 13 the Tur-
kish Foreign Minister advised the Soviet Ambassador in Ankara
of his Government's desire to begin negotiations with the So-
viet Government to improve Soviet-Turkish relations. The Soviet
Government replied through its Ambassador in Ankara that
it welcomed the Turkish Government’s desire to improve Soviet-
Turkish relations, and signified its readiness to begin negotia-
tions. We are now waiting for the return to Moscow of
the Turkish Ambassador with whom we plan to begin the
negotiations.

I take this occasion sincerely to wish you complete recovery
and a speedy return to good health,

o

Sent on March 3, 1943

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE FROM PREMIER STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr WINSTON CHURCHILL

I salute the British Air Force, which suoccessfully raided Ber-
lin last night. I regret that the Soviet Air Force, busy fighting
the Germans at the front, is, for the time being, unable to take
part in bombing Berlin,

Sent on March 6, 1948

MOST SECRET AND PERSONAL MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Your message informing me of the successful bombing of
Hamburg received. I salute the British Air Force and welcome
your intention to increase the bomber attacks on Germany.

Thank you for your congratulations on our capture of Rzhev.
Today our troops have taken Gzhatsk.

I look forward to a reply from you and Mr Roozevell to my
message of February 16.
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Sent on March 15, 1943

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

On March {2 Mr Standley, the U.S. Ambassador, handed to
Mr Molotov the folloving message from the U.S. Government.

The U.S. Government offers to mediate between the U.S.S.R.
and Finland with a view to ascertaining the possibility of a sep-
arate peace between them. Asked by Mr Molotov whether the
U.S. Government knew that Finland wanted peace and what her
attitude was, Mr Standley said he had nothing to say on the
matter.

As is known, the Anglo-Soviet Treaty of May 26, 1942, pro-
vides that our two countries shall not negotiate a separate peace
either with Germany or with her allies other than by mutual
agreement. This, for me, is an inviolable provision.

I therefore consider it my duty, first, to inform you of the Amer-
Ican proposal and, secondly, to ask your opinion on the matter.

I have no reason to believe that Finland really wants peace,
that she has already resolved to break with Germany and is
willing to offer acceptable terms. She has probably not yet bro-
ken loose from Hitler’s clutches, if she wants at all to do so. The
present rulers of Finland, who signed a peace treaty with the So-
viet Union and then tore it up and, in alliance with Germany, at-’
tacked-the Soivt Union, are hardly capable of breaking with
Hitler. .

Nevertheless, in view of the U.S. proposal, 1 considered it my

duty to advise you of the foregoing.

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURGHILL

Your messages of March 6 and 13, informing me of successful

air raids on Essen, Stutlgart, Munich .and Nuremberg, have
reached me, With all my heart I salute the British Air Force,
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which is stepping up its bombing of German industrial centres.

Your wish that paragraphs 8, 9 and 10 of your message of
March I1 be treated as special military information shall be
complied with,

Thanks for your congratulations on the capture of Vyazma. |
regret to say that we have had to withfraw from Kharkov today.

As soon as we receive your film of the Eighth Army, of which
you advised me in a special message of March 11, I shall see it
and we shall arrange for our Army and population to see it, 1
realise how valuable it will be for our fighting alliance. Allow
me to send our Soviet film Stalingrad to you personally.

March 15, 1943

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

I have received your reply to my message of February 16.

It appears from your communication that Anglo-American oper-
ations in Morth Africa are not being hastened, but are, in fact,
being postponed till the end of April. Moreover, even this date
is given in rather vague terms. In other words, at the height of
fighting against the Hitler troops, in February and March, the
Anglo-American offensive in North Africa, far from having been
stepped up, has been called off, and the date fixed by yourself has
been set back. Meanwhile Germany has succeeded in moving
from the West 36 divisions, including six armoured ones, to be
used against Soviet troops. The difficulties that this has created
for the Soviet Army and the extent to which it has eased the
German position on the Soviet-German front will be readily ap-
preciated,

For all its importance “Husky"s can by no means replace a
second front in France, but | fully welcome, of course, your in-
tention to expedite the operation.

I still regard the opening of a second front in France as the
important thing. You will recall that you thought it possible to
open a second front as early as 1942 or this spring at the latest.
The grounds for doing so were weighty enough. Hence it should
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be obvious why I stressed in my previous message the need for
striking in the West not later than this spring or early summer.

The Soviet troops fought strenuously all winter and are con-
tinuing to do so, while Hitler is taking important measures to
rehabilitate and reinforce his Army for the spring and summer
operations against the U.S.S.R; it is therefore particularly es-
sential for us that the blow from the West be no longer delayed,
that it be delivered this spring or in early summer.

I have studied the argumenis you set out in paragraphs 8, 9
and 10 as indicative of the difficulties of Anglo-American opera-
tions in Europe. I grant the difficulties. Nevertheless, 1 think I
must give a most emphatic warning, in the interest of our com-
mon cause, of the grave danger with which further delay in
opening a second front in France is fraught. For this reason the
vagueness of your statements about the contemplated Anglo-
American offensive across the Channel causes apprehension which
I cannot conceal from you.

March 15, 1943

MOST SECRET AND PERSONAL MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT

Now that I have Mr Churchill’s reply to my message of Feb-
ruary 16, I consider it my duty to answer yours of February 22,
which likewise was a reply to mine of February 186,

I learned from Mr Churchill's message that Anglo-American
operations in North Africa, far from being accelerated, are be
ing postponed till the end of April; indeed, even this date is
given in rather vague ferms. In other words, at the height of the
fighting against the Hitler troops—in February and- March—the
Anglo-American offensive in North Africa, far from having been
stepped up, has been called off altogether, and the time fixed for
it has been set back. Meanwhile Germany has succeeded in
moving from the West 36 divisions, including six armoured, to be
used against the Soviet troops. The difficulties that this has
created for the Soviet Army and the extent to which it has eased



the German position on the Soviet-German front will be readily
appreciated.

Mr Churchill has also informed me that the Anglo-American
operation against Sicily is planned for June. For all its impor-
tance that operation can by no means replace a second front in
France. But I fully welcome, of course, your intention to expedite
the carrying out of the operation.

At the same time I consider it my duty to state that the early
opening of a second front in France is the most important thing.
You will recall that you and Mr Churchill thought it possible to
open a second front as early as 1942 or this spring at the latest.
The grounds for doirig so were weighty enough. Hence it should
be obvious why I stressed in my message of February 16 the
need for striking in the West not later than this spring or early
stmmer,

The Soviet troops have fought strenuously all winter and are
continuing to do so, while Hitler is taking important measures to
rehabilitate and reinforce his Army for the spring and summer
operations against the U.S.S.R,; it is therefore particularly es-
sential for us that the blow from the West be no longer delayed,
that it be delivered this spring or in early summer.

I appreciate the considerable difficulties caused by a shortage
of transport facilities, of which you advised me in your message.

Nevertheless, I think I must give a most emphatic warning,

in the interest of our common cause, of the grave danger with
which further delay in opening a second “front in France is
fraught. That is why the*vagueness of both your reply and
Mr Churchill’s as to the opening of a second front in France
causes me concern, which I cannot help expressing.

March 16, 1943

Sent on March 27, 1943

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V, STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL -

I have received your communication of the main battle being
fought in Tunisia. 1 wish the British and U.S. troops complete

52

i i Al

ard speedy success. 1 hope you will now be able to overwhelm
and defeat the enemy and expel him from Tunisia.

I also hope that the air offensive against Germany will gain in
momentum. [ shall be obliged for the reels showing the destruc-
tion wrought in Essen. ' : '

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
. FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

I have received your message of March 28.

I congratulate the British Air Force on its latest big and suc-
cessful raid on Berlin.

I hope the British armoured troops will be able to take full
advantage of the improved situation in Tunisia and give the
enemy no respite.

Last night 1 saw, with my colleagues, the film Desert Victory,
you have sent us, and was greatly impressed. It splendidly
shows how Britain is fighting, and skilfully exposes those scoun-
drels—we have thent in our country too—who allege that
Britain is not fighting but merely looking on. I eagerly look for-
ward to another film of the same kind, showing your victory in
Tunisia. '

Desert Victory will be circulated to all our armies at the front
and shown to the public. : '

March 29, 1943

Sent on April 2, 1943

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

I have received your message of March 30 advising me that

you and Mr Roosevelt are compelled by necessity to postpone
despatch of the convoys to the U.S.S.R. till September, | regard
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this unexpected step as a catastrophic cut in the delivery of stra-
tegic raw materials and munitions to the Soviet Union by Great
Britain and the U.S.A., because the Pacific route is limited in
shipping and none too reliable, and the southern route has small
clearance capacity, which means that those two routes cannot
make up for the cessation of deliveries by the northern route. It
goes without saying that this circumstance cannot but aflect the
position of the Soviet troops.

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

I have received your two messages’of April 6, as well as to-
day's message on the important advance made by your troops in
Tunisia. This is a nolable success—congratulations. I hope that
this time the Anglo-American troops will completely overcome
and beat Rommel and the other Hitler bands in Tunisia. That
would be of great value to our common struggle as a whole,

I welcome the stepped up bombing of Essen, Berlin, Kiel and
other industrial centres of Germany. Every blow delivered by
your Air Force to vital German centres evokes a most lively
echo in the hearts of many millions throughout the length and
breadth of our country.

April 7, 1943

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
"TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W, CHURCHILL

Your messages of April 10 and 11 have reached me.

The rapid progress of the British and U.S. offensive in Tuni-
sia is an important achievement in the war against Hitler and
Mussolini. 1 hope you finish off the enemy and take as many
prisoners and as much booly as possible.
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We are delighted that you are giving Hitler no respite. To your
vigorous and successful bombings of large German towns we are

.now adding our own air raids on German industrial centres in

East Prussia. Thank you for the film showing the efiects of the
raids on Essen. Both this and the other films which you have
promised us will be shown to the public and the Army.

The fighter aircraft which you have released by cancelling con-
voys and intend to deliver to us will be of great value. I am also
grateful for the offer to send us sixty 40-mm. cannon Hurricane
I D aeroplanes. We are badly in need of such aircraft, especially
for use against heavy tanks. I hope that the eflorts of yourseif
and Mr Harriman to plan and guarantee the despatch of aircraft
to the U.S.S.R. will be crowned with speedy success.

Our people greatly appreciate the warm sentiments and sym-
pathy displayed by the British people expressed in the establish-
ment of the medical relief fund mentioned by you. Please convey
my lt(hzmks to Mrs Churchill, who heads the fund, for her vigorous
WOrkK.

Today I received Lieutenant-General Martel, who handed me
your letter, He will certainly be afiorded every opportunity to
acquaint himself with the Red Army and its battle experience.

April 12, 1943

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

[ have received your message asking my consent to convey to
the British bomber squadrons my congratulations on the bomb-
ing of Essen, Berlin and other industrial centres of Germany. 1
have no objection to your proposal, of course, and 1 leave the
malter to you. I am glad you intend to go on bombing German
towns on an ever-increasing scale.

Events in Tunisia seem to be progressing favourably. I wish
you complete victory.

Your mention of the Germans' intention to use gas on our front
is borne out by our information. It goes wilhout saying that 1
fully support your proposal to warn Hitler and his allies and to
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threaten them with powerful chemical retaliation should they
undertake a gas attack on our front. The Soviet troops will in
their turn prepare for a rebuff.

April 19, 1943

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
, FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

The behaviour of the Polish Government towards the U.S.S.R.
of late is, in the view of the Soviet Government, completely ab-
normal and contrary to all the rules and standards governing re-
lations between two allied states.

The anti-Soviet slander campaign launched by the German
fascists in connection with the Polish officers whom they them-
selves murdered in the Smolensk area, in German-occupied terri-
tory, was immediately seized upon by the Sikorski Government
and is being fanned in every way by the Polish official press.
Far from countering the infamous fascist slander against the
U.S.S.R,, the Sikorski Government has not found it necessary
even to address questions to the Soviet Government or to re-
quest information on the matter.

The Hitler authorities, having perpetrated a monstrous crime
against the Polish officers, are now staging a farcical investiga-
tion, using for the purpose certain pro-fascist Polish elements
picked by themselves in occupied Poland, where everything is

. under Hitler’s heel and where no honest Pole can open his mouth,

Both the Sikorski and Hitler Governments have enlisted for
the “investigation” the aid of the International Red Cross, which,
under a terror régime of gallows and wholesale extermination
of the civil population, is forced to take part in the investigation

* farce directed by Hitler. It is obvious that this “investigation,”
which, moreover, is being carried out behind the Soviet Govern-
ment’s back, cannot enjoy the confidence of anyone with a sem-
blance of honesty. '
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The fact that the anti-Soviet campaign ~has been started si-
multancously in the German and Polish press and follows iden-
tical lines is indubitable evidence of contact and collusion be-
tween Hitler—the Allies' enemy—and the Sikorski Government
in this hostile campaign,

At a time when the peoples of the Soviet Union are shedding
Fheir blood in a grim struggle against Hitler Germany and bend-
ing their energies to defeat the common foe of the freedom-loy-
ing -democratic countries, the Sikorski Government is striking a
treacherous blow at the Soviet Union to help Hitler tyranny.

These circumstances compel the Soviet Government to con-
sider that the present Polish Government, having descended to
collusion with the Hitler Government, has, in practice, severed
its relations of alliance with the U.S.S.R. and adopted a hostile
attitude to the Soviet Union.

For those reasons the Soviet Government has decided to inter-
fupt relations with that Government.

I think it necessary to inform you of the foregoing, and 1 trust
that the U.S. Government will appreciate the motives that necessi-
tated this forced step on the part of the Soviet Government.

April 21, 1943

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J}. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W, CHURCHILL

The behaviour of the Polish Government towards the U.S.S.R.
of late is, in the view of the Soviet Government, completely- ab-
normal and contrary to all the rules and standards governing re-
lations between two allied states,

The anti-Soviet slander campaign launched by the German
fascists in connection with the Polish officers whom they them-
selves murdered In the Smolensk area, in German-occupied ter-
ritory, was immediately seized upon by the Sikorski Government
and is being fanned in every way by the Polish official press. Far
from countering the infamous fascist slander against the U.S.S.R.,
the Sikorski Government has not found it necessary even to ad-
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dress questions to the Soviet Government or to request informa-
tion on the matter.

The Hitler authorities, having perpetrated a monstrous crime
against the Polish officers, are now staging a [arcical investiga-
tion, using for the purpose certain pro-fascist Polish elements
picked by themselves in occupied Poland, where everything is
under Hitler’s heel and where no honest Pole can open his mouth.

Both the Sikorski and Hitler Governments have enlisted for
the “investigation” the aid of the International Red Cross, which.
under a terror régime of gallows and wholesale extermination
of the civil population, is forced to take part in the investigation
farce directed by Hitler, It 15 obvious that this “investigation,”
which, moreover, Is being carried out behind the Soviet Govern-
ment’s back, cannot enjoy the confidence of anyone with a sem-
blance of honesty.

* The fact that the anti-Soviet campaign has been started si-
multaneously in the German and Polish press and follows iden-
tical lines is indubitable evidence of contact and collusion be-
tween Hitler—the Allies’ enemy—and the Sikorski Government.
* in this hostile campaign.

At a time when the peoples of the Soviet Union are shedding
their biood in a grim struggle against Hitler Germany and bend-
ing their enetgies to defeat the common foe of the freedom-loy-
ing democratic countries, the Sikorski Government is striking a
treacherous blow at the Soviet Union to help Hitler tyranny.

These circumstances compel the Soviet Government to consider
that the present Polish Government, having descended to collu-
sion with the Hitler Government, has, in practice, severed its re-
lations of alliance with the U.S.S.R. and adopted a hostile atti-
tude to the Soviet Union.

For these reasons the Soviet Government has decided to inter-
rupt relations with that Government.

I think it necessary to inform you of the foregoing, and I trust
that the British Government will appreciate the motives that ne-
* cessitated this forced step on the part of the Soviet Government.

April 21, 1943
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PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

I have received your message concerning Polish affairs. Thank
you for your sympathetic stand on this issue. I must tell you,
however, that the matter of interrupting relations with the Polish
Government has already been settled and that today V. M. Mo-
lotov delivered a Note® to the Polish Government. All my
colleagues insisted on this because the Polish official press is not
only keeping up its hostile campaign but is actually intensifying
it day by day. I also had {o take cognisance of Soviet public
opinion, which is deeply outraged by the ingratitude and treach-
ery of the Polish Government.

As to publishing the Soviet document on interrupting rela-
tions with the Polish Government, I fear that it is simply impos-
sible to avoid doing so.

April 25, 1943

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

I am sorry to say your reply did ! -cach me until April 27,
whereas on April 25 the Soviet Government was compelled to
interrupt relations with the Polish Government. .

As the Polish Government for nearly two weeks, far from
ceasing a campaign hostile to the Soviet Union and beneficial
to none but Hitler, intensified it in its press and on the radio,
Soviet public opinion was deeply outraged by such conduct,
and hence the Soviet Government could no longer defer ac-
tion.

It may well be that Mr Sikorski himself has no intention of
collaborating with the Hitler gangsters. I should be happy to see
this surmise borne out by facts. But my impression is that cer-
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tain pro-Hitler elements-—either inside the Polish Government
or in its environment—have induced Mr Sikorski to follow them,
with the result that the Polish Government has come to be, pos-
sibly against its own will, a tool in Hitler’s hands in the anti-
Soviet campaign of which you are aware.

I, too, believe that Prime Minister Churchill will find ways to
bring the Polish Government to reason and help it proceed
henceforward in a spirit of common sense. I may be wrong, but I
belleve that one of our duties as Allies is to prevent this
or that Ally from taking hostile action against any other Ally
to the joy and benefit of the common enemy.

As regards Polish subjects in the U.S.S.R. and their future,
I can assure you that Soviet Government agencies have always
treated and will continue to treat them as comrades, as people
near and dear to us. It should be obvious that there never has
béen, nor could have been, any question of their being deported
from the U.S.S.R. If, however, they themselves wish to leave the
- U.S.S.R., Soviet Government agencies will not hinder them,

just as they have never done, and will, in fact, try to help
them. :

April 29, 1943

May 4, 1943 ' PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE

FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURGHILL

In sending my message of April 21 on interrupting relations
with the Polish Government, 1 was- guided by the fact that the

notorious anti-Soviet press campaign, launched by the Poles as,

carly as April 15 and aggravaled first by the statement of the
Polish Ministry of National Defence and later by the Polish Gov-
ernment’s declaration of April 17, had not encountered any opposi-
tion in London; moreover, the Soviet Government had not been
forewarned of the anti-Soviet campaign prepared by the Poles,
although it is hard to imagine that the British Government was
not informed of the contemplated campaign. I think that from the
point of view of the spirit of our treaty it would have been only
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natural to dissuade one ally from striking a blow at another, par-
ticularly if the blow directly helped the common enemy. That, at
any rate, is how 1 see the duty of an ally. Nevertheless, I thought
it necessary to inform you of the Soviet Government's view of
Polish-Soviet relations, Since the Poles continued their anti-So-
viet smear campaign without any opposition in London, the pa-
tience of the Soviet Government could not have been expected
to be infinite.

You tell me that vou will enforce proper discipline in the Polish
press. I thank you for that, but I doubt if it will be as easy as all
that to impose discipline on the present Polish Government, ils
following of pro-Hitler boosters and its fanalical press. Although

you informed me that the Polish Government wanted to work
loyally with the Soviet Government, I question its ability to keep

its word. The Polish Government is surrounded by such a vast
pro-Hitler following, and Sikorski is so helpless and browbeaten
that there is no certainty at all of his being able to remain loyal
in relations with the Soviet Union even granting that he wants
to be loyal.

As to the rumbours, circulated by the Hitlerites, that a new Pol-
ish Government is being formed in the U.S.S.R,, there is hardly
any need to deny this fabrication. OQur Ambassador has already
told you so. This does not rule out Great Britain, and the
U.S.S.R. and the U.S.A, taking measures to improve the com-
position of the present Polish Government in terms of consolidat-
ing the Allied united front against Hitler. The sooner this is
done, the better. Upon his return from the U.S.A. Mr Eden told
Maisky that President Roosevelt’s adherents in the U.S.A.
thought that the present Polish Government had no prospects for
the future and doubted whether it had any chance of returning to
Poland and assuming power, although they would like to retain
Sikorski. I think the Americans are not so very far from the truth
Aas regards the prospects of the present Polish Government,

As regards the Polish citizens in the U.S.S.R., whose number
is not great, and the families of the Polish soldiers evacuated to
Iran, the Soviet Government has never raised any obstacles to
their departure from the U.S.S.R. ’

2. I have received 'your message on the latest events in Tunisia,
Thank you for the information. | am glad of the success of the .

.Anglo-American troops and wish them still greater success.
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Sent on May 8, 1943

FOR PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT

Washington

I congratulate you and the gallant U.S. and British troops on
the brilliant victory which has resulted in the liberation of Bi-
zerta and Tunis from Hitler tyranny. 1 wish you further success.

J. STALIN

J. V. STALIN TO F. ROOSEVELT

My dear Mr Roosevelt, o

Mr Davies has delivered your message to me.

I agree that this summer—possibly as early as June—we
should expect the Hitlerites to launch a new major offensive on
the Soviet-German front. Hitler has already concentrated about
200 German divisions and up to 30 divisions of his allies for use
against us. We are getting ready to repel the new German offen-

. sive and to launch counter-attacks, but we are short of aircraft
and aircraft fuel. Of course, it is at the moment impossible
to foresee all the military and other steps that we may have to
take. That will depend on the course of events on our front.
A good deal will also depend on the speed and vigour with
which Anglo-American military operations are launched in
Europe. :

I have mentioned these important circumstances to explain why
my reply to your suggestion for a meeting between us cannot be
quite specific as yet. ' :

. I agree that the time is ripe for such a meeting and that it

should not be delayed. But I beg you to assess properly the im-
- portance of the circumstances I have referred to, because the
summer months will be exceedingly trying for the Soviet armies.
As I do not know how events will develop on the Soviet-Ger-
man front in June, 1 shall not be able to leave Moscow during
that month. 1 therefore suggest holding the meeting in July or
August. If you agree, I shall let you know two weeks before the
date of the meeting just when it could be held in July or August.
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If, after being notified by me, you agree to the date suggested, 1
could arrive in time.

Mr Davies will personally inform you of the meeting place.

I agree with you about cutting down the number of your ad-
visers and mine. .

Thank you for sending Mr Davies to Moscow, a man familiar
‘with the Soviet Union and who can pass impartial judgment on
things.

Yours very sincerely,

J. STALIN
May 26, 1943

Sent on June 11, 1943

* PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr CHURCHILL

I am sending you the text of my personal message in reply to
the President’s message about the decisions on strategic matters

which you and Mr Roosevelt adopted in May,

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr ROOSEVELT

Your message informing me of certain decisions on strategic
matters adopted by you and Mr Churchill reached me on June 4.
Thank you for the information.

It appears from your communication that the decisions run
counter to those reached by you and Mr Churchill earlier this
year concerning the date for a second front in Western Europe.

You will doubtless recall that the joint message of Jahuary 26,
sent by you and Mr Churchill, announced the decision adopted at
that time to divert considerable German ground and alr forces
from the Russian front and bring Germany to her knees
in 1943.
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Then on February 12 Mr Churchill communicated on his own
behall and yours the specified time of the Anglo-American opera-
tion in Tunisia and the Mediterranean, as well as on the west
coast of Europe. The communication said that Great Britain and
the United States were vigorously preparing to cross the Chan-
nel in August 1943 and that if the operation were hindered by
weather or other causes, then it would be prepared with an eye
to being carried out in greater force in September 1943,

Now, in May 1943, you and Mr Churchill have decided to post-
pone the Anglo-American invasion of Western Europe until the
spring of 1944. In other words, the opening of the second front
in Western Europe, previously postponed [rom 1942 till 1943, is
now being put off again, this time till the spring of 1944,

Your decision creates exceptional difficulties for the Soviet
Union, which, straining all its resources, for the past two years,
has been engaged against the main forces of Germany and her
satellites, and leaves the Soviet Army, which is fighting not only
for its country, but also for its Allies, to do the job alone, almost
single-handed, against an enemy that is still very strong and
formidable,

Need I speak of the dishearteningly negative impression that
this fresh postponement of the second front and the withholding
from our Army, which has sacrificed so much, of the anticipated
substantial support by the Anglo-American armies, will pro-
duce in the Soviet Union—both among the people and in the
Army?

As for the Soviet Government, it cannot align itself with this
decision, which, moreover, was adopted without its participation
and without any attempt at a joint discussion of this highly im-
portant matter and which may gravely affect the subsequent
course of the war.

T

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr ROOSEVELT

I am sending you fhe text of my reply to a message from
Mr Churchill, with which you are in full accord, as stated in the
message delivered to me by Mr Standley on June 20.3t

June 24, 1943

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W, CHURCHILL

Your message of June 19 received.

I fully realise the difficulty of organisihg an Anglo-American
invasion of Western Europe, in particular, of transferring troops
across the Channel. The dilficulty could also be discerned in your
communications.

From your messages of last year and this 1 gained the
conviction that you and the President were fully aware of the
difficulties of organising such an operation and were preparing
the invasion accordingly, with due regard to the difficulties and
the necessary exerlion of forces and means. Even last year you
told me that a large-scale invasion of Europe by Anglo-American
troops would be effected in 1943. In the Aide-Mémoire handed to
V. M. Molotov on June 10, 1942, you wrote:

“Finally, and most important of all, we are concentrating
our maximum effort on the organisation and preparation- of
a large-scale invasion of the Continent of Europe by British
and American forces in 1943. We are setling no limit to the
scope and objectives of this campaign, which will be carried
out in the first instance by over a million men, British 4nd
American, with air forces of appropriate strength.”

Early this year you twice informed me, on your own behalf and
on behall of the President, of decisions concerning an Anglo-
American invasion of Weslern Europe intended lo “divert strong
German land and air forces from the Russian front.” You had sel
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yoursell the task of bringing Germany to her knees as early as
1943, and named September as the latest date for the invasion.

In your message of January 26 you wrote:

“We have been in conference with our military advisers
and have decided on the operations which are to be under-
taken by the American and British forces in the first nine
months of 1943. We wish to inform you of our intentions at
once. We believe that these operations, together with your
powerful offensive, may well bring Germany to her knees in

- 1943."

In your next message, which I received on February 12, you
wrote, specifying the date of the invasion of Western Europe de-
cided on by you and the President:

“We are also pushing preparations to the limit of our re-
sources for a cross-Channel operation in August, in which
British and United States units would participate. Here
again, shipping and assault-landing craft will be the limit-
ing factors. If the operation is delayed by the weather or
other reasons, it will be prepared with stronger forces for
September.”

Last February, when you wrote to me about those plans and
the date for invading Western Europe, the difficulties of that
operation were greater than they are now. Since then the Ger-
mans have suffered more than one- defeat: they were pushed back
by our troops in the South, where they suffered appreciable loss;
they were Leaten in North Africa and expelled by the Anglo-
American troops; in submarine warfare, too, the Germans found
themselves in a bigger predicament than ever, while Anglo-Amer-
ican superiority increased substantially; it is also known that the
Americans and British have won air superiority in Europe and
that their navies and mercantile marines have grown in power,

It follows that Lhe conditions for opening a second [ront in
Western Europe during 1943, far from deleriorating, have, in-
deed, greatly improved.

That being so, the Soviet Government could not have imagined
that the British and U.S. Governments would revise the decision
to invade Western Europe, which they had adopted early this year.
In fact, the Soviel Government was fully entitled to expect that
the ‘Anglo-American decision would be carried out, that appro-
priate preparations were under way and that the second front in
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Western Europe would at last be opened in 1943.

That is why, when you now write that “it would be no help to
Russia if we threw away a hundred thousand men in a disastrous
cross-Channel attack,” all 1 can do is remind you of the following:

First, your own Alde-Mémoire of June 1942 in which you de-
clared that preparations were under way for an invasion, not by
a hundred thousand, but by an Anglo-American force exceeding
one million men at the very start of the operation.

Second, your February message, which mentioned extensive
measures preparatory to the invasion of Western Europe in Au-
gust or September 1943, which, apparently, envisaged an opera-
tion, not by a hundred thousand men, but by an adequate force.

So when you now declare: “I cannot see how a great British
defeat and slaughter would aid the Soviet armies,” is it not clear
that a statement of this kind in relation to the Soviel Union is
utterly groundless and directly contradicts your previous and
responsible decisions, listed above, about extensive and vigorous
measures by the British and Americans to organise the invasion
this year, measures on which the complete success of the oper-
ation should hinge?

I shall not enlarge on the fact that this responsible decision,
revoking your previous decisions on the invasion of Western Eu-
rope, was reached by you and the President without Soviet par-
ticipation and without inviting its representatives to the Washing-
ton conference, although you cannot but be aware that the Soviet
Union’s role in the war against Germany and its interest in the
problems of the second front are great enough.

There is no need to say that the Soviet Government cannot be-
come reconciled to this disregard of vital Soviet interests in the
war against the common enemy.

You say that you *quite understand” my disappointment. I
must tell you that the point here is not just the disappointment
of the Soviet Government, but the preservation of its confidence
in its Allies, a confidence which is being subjected to severe
stress. One should nol forget that it is @ question of saving mil-
lions of lives in the occupied areas of Western Europe and Rus-
sia and of reducing the enormous sacrifices of the Soviet armies,
compared with which the sacrifices of the Anglo-American armies
are insignificant,

June 24, 1943 ’



PERSONAL- AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr WINSTON CHURCHILL

I have received your message of June 23, 1943, in which you
point out that for the present the Governments of Great Britain
and the Uniled States ol America will refrain from recognising
the French National Committee of Liberation. In support oi your
attitude you say that Headquarters cannot be sure what action
Geperal de Gaulle may undertake or of his friendly feelings for
the Allies. .

We had the impression that the British Government had thus
far supported General de Gaulle, which seemed only natural, since
from the moment of the French surrender General de Gaulle
Had headed the anti-Hitler forces of France and the struggle of
the French patriots united around Fighting France. Subsequent
developments in North Africa, beginning with November 1942,
and the part played by French armed forces under Generals Gi-
raud and de Gaulle in the operations carried out by the Anglo-
American troops provided the conditions for their union. All the
Allies concurred that this union was advisable, and there were
no doubts as to this point. Recognition of the existing united
agency in the form of the French National Commiltee of Libera-
tion was to be a result of the aspirations displayed and the eflorts
made in this matter. All the more so because, after the French
National Committee in the persons of- Giraud and de Gaulle offi-
cially requested Allied recognition of the Committee, the Soviet
Government fell that refusal to grant the request would be in-
comprehensible to French public opinion,

At the moment the Soviet Government has no information that
could support the British Government's present attitude to the
French National Commiltee of Liberation and, in particular, to
General de Gaulle,

Since, however, the British Government requests that the rec-
ognition of the French Commitlee be postponed and through its
Ambassador has given the assurance that no sieps will be taken
in this matter without consulting the Soviet Government, the So-
viet Government is prepared to meet the British Government

half-way.
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I'hope you will take cognisance of the Soviet interest in French
nﬁglrs‘an_d not deny the Soviet Government timely information,
vhich is indispensable for the adoption of appropriate decisions.

June 26, 1943

Sent on June 26, 1943

" TO Mr FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT,
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Washington

Thank you for your high commendation of the resolve and
bravery of the Soviet people and Armed Forces in fighting the
Hitler invaders.

As a result of the two years of the Soviet Union’s struggle
against Hitler Germany and her vassals and of the telling blows
delivered by the Allies to the Italo-German armies in North Afri-
ca, conditions have been created for the final defeat of our com-
mon enemy.

1 {lave no doubt that the sooner we strike from east and west
our joint, combined blows at the enemy, the sooner victory will

come, ’

J. STALIN

SECRET AND PERSONAL MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

I can answer your latest message—that of July 16—now that
I am back from the front. I have no doubt that you are aware
of our military position and will appreciate the delay.

antrary to our expectations, the Germans launched their of-
fensive in July, not in June, and now fighting is in full swing
on the Soviet-German fronl. The Soviel armies have, as yon
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know, repulsed the July offensive of the Hitlerites, switched to
the offensive, taking Orel and Belgorod, and are still pressing the
enemy. '

It \);ill be readily seen that in the present crucial situation on
the Soviet-German front the Soviet Command has to exert great
eflorts and display the utmost vigilance towards the enemy’s
activities. For this reason 1, too, am compelled to put aside other
problems and my other duties, to a certain degree, except'my
chief duty, that of directing the.front. I have to go to the various
front sectors more frequently and to subordinate all else to the
interests of the front,

1 hope you will appreciate that in these circumstances I can-
not start on a distant journey and shall unfortunately be unable
during the summer and autumn to make good the promise I gave
you through Mr Davies. .
"~ 1 am very sorry about this, but circumstances, as you know,
are stronger than people, and so we must boy/ to them. )

I consider it highly advisable for responsible repgeseqtatwes
of our two countries to meet. In the present military situation the
meeting could be held either in Astrakhan or in Archangel. If that
does not suit you personally, then you might send a fully auth-
orised man of confidence to one of these two towns. If you accePt,
we should specify beforehand the range of problems to be dis-
cussed at the conference and draft appropriate proposa!s. .

1 have already told Mr Davies that I have no objection to
Mr Churchill attending the conference and to the bipartite con-
ference being turned into a tripartite one. I still hold this view
provided you have no objectious.

2. I take this opportunity to congratulate you and the Anglo-
American forces on their outstanding success in Sicily, which
has led to the fall of Mussolini and his gang, .

3. Thank you for congratulating the Red Army and the Soviet
people on their success at Orel,

August 8, 1943
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PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER |, V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

I have just come back from the front and have read the Brit-
ish Government's message of August 7.

I'agree that a meeling of the three heads of the Governments
is highly desirable. The meeting should be arranged at the ear-
liest opportunity and the place and time of the meeling coordi-
naled with the President.

At the same time | must say that, the situation on the Soviet-
German front being what it is, 1 am, unfortunately, unable to
leave and lose touch with the front even for one week. Although
we have had certain successes at the front lately, it is now that
the Soviet troops and the Soviet Command must exerf the utmost
eflort and show particular vigilance towards the new aclions
which the enemy may undertake. In view of this I am obliged to
be with the troops and visit this or that sector of our front more
often than usual. Hence I cannot at the moment travel to meet
you and the President at Scapa Flow or any other distant point.

Nevertheless, in order not to put off elucidation of the prob-
lems which interest our countries, it would be advisable to hold
a meeling of authorised representatives of our states, and we
could agree on the place dnd time of meeting in the near future.

Besides, we should agree belorehand on the range of problems
to be discussed and on the draft proposals to be approved. Unless
this is done the meeting can hardly yield tangible results.

2. 1 take this opportunity to congratulate the British Govern-
ment and the Anglo-American troops on their highly successful
operations in Sicily, which have already led to the fall of Mus-
solini and the collapse of his gang.

August 9, 1943
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PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE . PRESIDENT, Mr F. D. ROOSEVELT,
AND THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W, CHURCHILL

1 have received your message on the negotiations with the
TItalians and on the new armistice terms for Italy. Thank you
for the information.

Mr Eden advised Sobolev that Moscow had been kept fully
informed of the negotiations with Italy. I must say, however, that
Mr Eden's statement is at variance with the facts, for I received
your message with large omissions and without the closing
paragraphs. It should be said, therefore, that the Soviet
Government has not been kept informed of the Anglo-American
negotiations with the Italians, Mr Kerr iassures me that he will
shortly receive the full text of your message, but three days have
passed and Ambassador Kerr has yet to give it to me. I cannot
understand how this delay could have come about in transmit-
ting information on so important a matter.

2. I think the time is ripe for us to set up a military-political
commission of representatives of the three countries—the U.S.A.,
Great Britain and the U.S.S.R.—for consideration of problems
related to negotiations with various Governments falling away
from Germany. To date it has been like this: the U.S.A. and
Britain reach agreement between themselves while the U.S.S.R. is
informed of the agreement between the two Powers as a third
party looking passively on. I must say that this situation cannot
be tolerated any .lenger. I propose setting up the commission
and making Sicily its seat for the time being,

3. I am looking forward to receiving the full {ext of your mes-
sage on the pegotiations with Italy.

August 22, 1943
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PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V., STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL,
AND THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. D. ROOSEVELT

Your joint message of August 19 has reached me.

[ fully share your opinion and that of Mr Roosevelt concern-
ing the importance of a meeting between the three of us. At the
same lime I earnestly request you to appreciate my position at
a moment when our armies are exerting themselves {o the utmost
against the main forces of Hitler and -when Hitler, far from
having withdrawn -a single division from our front, has already
moved, and keeps moving, fresh divisions to the Soviet-German
front. At a moment like this 1 cannot, in the opinion of all my
colleagues, leave the front without injury to our military opera-
tions to go to so distant a point as Fairbanks, even though, had
the situation on our front been different, Fairbanks would doubt-
less have been a perfectly suitable place for our meeting, as I in-
deed thought before.

As to a meeting between representatives of our states, and
perhaps representatives in charge of foreign affairs, I share your
view of the advisability of such a meeting in the near future.
However, the meeting should not be restricted to the narrow
bounds of investigation, but should concern itself with practical
preparations so that after the conference our Governments might
take specific decisions and thus avoid delay in reaching decisions
on urgent matters. :

Hence 1 think I must revert to my proposal for fixing before-
hand the range of problems to be discussed by the representa-
tives of the three states and drafting the proposals they will have
to discuss and submit to our Governments for final decision. ,

2. Yesterday we received from Mr Kerr the addenda and cor-
rections to the joint message in which you and Mr Roosevelt in-
formed me of the instructions sent to General Eisenhower in
connection wilh the surrender terms worked out for Italy during
the discussions with General Castellanc. I and my colleagues be-
lieve that the instructions given to General Eisenhower follow
entirely from the thesis on Italy’s unconditional surrender and
hence cannot give rise to any objections.

Still, T consider the information received so far insufficient
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for judging the steps that the Allies should take in the negotia-
tions with Italy. This circumstance confirms the necessity of So-
viet participation in reaching a decision in the course of the nego-
tiations. I consider it timely, therefore, to set up the military-
political commission representing the three countries, of which I
wrote to you on August 22.

H
August 24, 1943

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
~ FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr WINSTON CHURCHILL

~ 1 am for having the French National Committee of Liberation
represented on the commission for negotiations with Italy. If you
consider it advisable you may say so on behalf of our two
Governments,

August 31, 1943

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT,
AND THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr WINSTON CHURCHILL

I have received your message of September 4. The question
which you ask me, namely, whether the Soviet Government
would agree to General .Eisenhower signing on its behalf the
short armistice terms for Italy, should be considered as having
been answered in the letter which V. M. Molotov, People’s Com-
missar for Foreign Affairs, wrote to Mr Kerr, the British Ambas-
sador, on September 2. The letter said that the powers which the
Soviet Government entrusted to General Eisenhower also extend-
ed to his signing the short armistice terms.

September 7, 1943

PERSONAIL AND SECRET MESSAGE
. FROM PREMIER ). V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. D. ROOSEVELT

I received on September 6 your message dealing with a num-
‘ber of important subjects.

I still think that the most pressing problem is to set up a three-
Power military-political commission, with headquarters in Sicily,
or in Algiers to begin with. The despatch of a Soviet officer to
‘Gen. Eisenhower’s headquarters can in no way replace the mili-
tary-political commission, which is required to direct on the spot
negotiations with Italy and with the Governments of other coun-
tries falling away from Germany. Much time has passed without
things making the slightest headway.

As to French participation in the commission, I have already
stated my opinion. However, if you have any doubts we can
naturally discuss the matter after the three-Power commission
is set up.

2. The time suggested by the Prime Minister for the meeting
of our three representatives-—early October—would be suitable;
as to the place, I suggest Moscow. By that time the three Gov-
ernments could agree on the range of subjects to be discussed,
as well as on proposals relating to those problems, otherwise the
conference will not yield the results which our Governments want.

3. As regards a personal meeting between us with Mr Churchiil
participating, I, too, desire this as early as possible. The date
suggested by you is acceptable to me. It would be advisable to
select a country where all the three countries are represented,
such as Iran. [ should add, however, that we shall yet have to
specily the date of meeting with due regard fo the situation on
the Soviet-German front, where more than 500 divisions are en-
gaged on both sides and where supervision by the Supreme Com-
mand of the U.S.S.R. is required almost daily.

4. Thank you for your congratulations on the successes of the
Soviet armies. I take the occasion to congratulate you and the
Anglo-American forces on their latest brilliant successes in Italy.

September 8, 1943
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PERSONAIL. AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
! TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mt W. CHURCHILL

I have received your messages of September 5,

As I am writing simultaneously to the President, I think the
most pressing problem is that of the military-political commission
concerning which I wrote on August 22 and 24. After re-
ceiving your previous messages | expected the matter of setting
up the-tripartite military-political commission to be settled posi-
tively and wilhout delay. But the solution of this very urgent prob-
lem has been delayed. The point is not, of course, this or that
detail, which we could easily dispose of. The sending of a So-
viet officer to General Eisenhower cannot in any way substitute
the military-polilical commission which should already be at work.
whereas it does not yet exist. :

I have already informed you of my opinion on having a French
representative. However, il the President is doubtful the question
of French parlicipation might be postponed.

2. The proposed date for the meeting of the three heads of the
Governmentis—early October—suits me. | suggest that it be held
in Moscow. The thing now is for us to agree beforehand on the
range of problems and the proposals concerning those problems,
in which our Governments are interested. I still think that this
is essential for the success of the meeting, which should draft
agreed decisions for subsequent adoption by the Governments.
As for other'matters relating to the convening of the conference,
I think there will be no difficulty in reaching agreement.

3. About a personal meeting of the heads of the three Govern-
ments—1I have informed the President that I, too, am anxious for
it to be held as early as possible, that the date suggested by him
—November or December—suits me, but that it would be advis-
able to hold it in a country where all three are represented, such
as Iran. I made the reservation that ihe actual date would have
to be specified later, with due account to the situation on the
Soviel-German front, where more than 500 divisions are engaged
on both sides and where the snnervision of the Supreme Com-
mand of the U.S.S.R. is required almost daily.

4. Thank you for your congratulations on the victories won by
the Soviet armies. Please accept my congratulations on the
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splendid successes of the Anglo-American troops in Italy and my
good wishes for further suocess in fulfilling the plans made for
further operations,

September 8, 1943

. PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W, CHURCHILL

I have received your message of September 8, advising me of
the directions which you and the President have given to Gener-
al Cisenhower to warn the Germans of the retaliation they must
expect should they venlure o gas warfare against Italy,

For my part I think it was the right thing to do and have no
objection to appropriate instructions having already been given
by you and the President.

September 8, 1943

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL
1

Your message of September 8 reached me on September 9.
Apparently you had not received my message of September 8
when you wrole vours.

I hope you will have read it by now, for it answers the ques-
tions that interest you concerning the meeting of the three
Foreign Ministers and the tripartite commission.

September 9, 1043
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PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE -
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr ROOSEVELT,
AND THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr CHURCHILL

I have received your message of September 10. I congratu-
late you on your latest success, particularly the landing in the
Naples area. There can be no doubt that the landing in the Na-
ples area and Italy’s break with Germany will be yet another
blow to Hitler Germany and considerably facilitate the Soviet
armles’ dperations on the Soviet-German front.

So far the offensive of the Soviet troops is making good
progress. I think we shall have further success in the next two or
three weeks. It may be that we shall take Novorossiisk in a day
or two.

Soptember 10, 1943

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. D. ROOSEVELT,
AND THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Basically, the point about the military-political commission
can be regarded as settled, We have appointed as the Soviet Am-
bassador A. Y. Vyshinsky, Deputy Chairman of the Council of
People’s Commissars and Deputy People’s Commissar for For-
eign Aflairs, whom you know. A. Y. Bogomolov, the Soviet
Ambassador to the Allied Governments in London, has been
appointed his deputy. In addition, we are sending a group of
responsible military and- political experts and a small technical
staff,

I think that the date September 25-30 should be fixed for the
military-political commission getting down to work. 1 have noth-
ing against the commission functioning in Algiers for a start
and later deciding whether it should move to Sicily or elsewhere
in Italy.

The Prime Minister's considerations regarding the functions
of the commission are correct in my view, but 1 think that later,
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taking into account the initial experience of the commission, we
shall be able to specify its functions in respect of both Italy and
other countries.

2. Concerning the meeting of our three representatives [ sug-
gest that we consider it agreed that Moscow be lhe place,
and the date, October 4, as suggested by the President.

As stated in previous messages, I still believe that for the con-
ference to be a success ik is essential to know in advance the
proposals that the Brilish and U.S. Governments intend to sub-
mit to it. I do not, however, suggest any restriction as far as the
agenda is concerned.

3. As regards the meeting of the three heads of the Govern-
ments, I have no objection to Tehran, which, 1 think, is a more
suitable place than Egypt where the Soviet Union is not yet rep-
resented.

September 12, 1943

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Your message of September 21 received.

I agree with your proposal for a radio address to the people by
the King of Italy. But | think it is absolutely essential that the
King’s address should clearly say that Italy, which has surren-
dered to Great Britain, the United States and the Soviet Union,
will fight against Germany tcgether with Great Britain, the
United States and the Soviet Union,

2. I also agree with your proposal for signing the comprehen-
sive armistice terms. Concerning your reservation that some of the
conditions cannol become effective at present, I take this to mean
that they cannot be carried out 1n a territory still under German
control. In any case 1 should like to get confirmation of this
from you or the necessary explanation.

September 22, 1943



PFRSONAL MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN TO THE PRIME MINISTER,
Mr W. CHURCHILL

Many thanks to you and Mr Eden for the congratulations on
the capture of Smolensk.

September 26, 1943

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
.TO PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN

Your message of September 27 reached me today.

I agree on the desirability of the Secretary of State, Mr Hull,
being present at the forthcoming conference of the representatives
of the three Governments. '

At the same time I must call your attention to the great diffi-
culties we should encounter if the agreed decision to hold the
conference in Moscow were revised. If the conference were con-
vened, not in Moscow, but in Britain, as you now suggest,
V. M. Molotov, who I think should attend the three-Power con-
ference as the representative of the Soviet Government, would be
unable to get there in time. Molotov will not be able to leave
the U.S.S.R.—at least in the immediate future—because A. Y. Vy-
shinsky, who is his first deputy in the People’s Commissariat for
Foreign Affairs, is expected, as you know, to leave for Algiers
shortly.

Moreover, as you are. aware, the U.S. and British press has
been announcing for a long time that the forthcoming meeting
will be held in Moscow, and a change of place might give rise
to undesirable comments. :

I have no objection to October 15 as the date of meeting. Pre-
sumably by that time the three Governments will have reached
final agreement on the coriference agenda,

September 28, 1943

80

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. D. ROOSEVELT
]

I have no objection to you and the British Prime Minister hav-
ing approved General Eisenhower’s suggestion that the long-
term surrender document be kept secret after the Italian Govern-
ment has signed it and not published for the time being.

October 2, 1943

PERSONAL AND MOST SECRET MESSAGE
"FROM PREMIER J. V, STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL,

Your message of October 2 received.

The Soviet Government is prepared to participate in a tripar-
lite declaralion to be made public immediately after Italy has
declared war on Germany. The text gf the declaration proposed
by you seems acceptable to me, For my part | suggest that the
declaration be published simultaneously in London, Moscow and

Washington,

Please be advised that I have not yet received the President's
telegram conveying General Eisenhower'’s proposals, sent, as you
write, on October |.

October 2, 1943

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER ). V. STALIN
TO PRIME MINISTER W. CHURCHILL

I have received vour message of September 27 on the forthcom-
ing meeting of the three heads of the Governments. 1 have no
objection to the diversive preparations which you inlend to carry
out in Cairo. Concerning your proposal to throw a British and
a Russian brigade round a suitable area in Cairo 3 several days
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in advance of our meeting in that city, I do not think the meas-
ure advisable—it could lead to undue commotion and exposure.
I suggest that each take a strong police force with him. I think
that would be adequate for security.

1 have no objection to the other proposals for the coming meet-
ing, and I agree to the code names suggested for correspondence
on the meeting.

!

October 3, 1943

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

I received your message of October | only today, October 5.
I have no objection to the changes you suggest making in the
“Instrument of Surrender of Italy.”

October 5, 1943

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

Your message of October 4 received.

Regarding military matters, that is, Anglo-American meas-
ures to shorten the war, you already know the Soviet Government’s
point of view from my previous message. It is still my hope that
in this respect a preliminary three-Power conference will be use-

ful and clear the ground for further important decisions. )
If T have understood you aright, the Moscow conference will

confine itself to discussing matters bearing on our three coun-
tries only, hence we can take it as agreed that a four-Power dec-
laration is not to be on the agenda.

Our representatives should do their best to overcome the dif-
ficulties that may arise in their responsible work. As to decisions,
they can, of course, only be taken by our Governments—I hope
when you, Mr Churchill and mysell meet in person.
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I wish the U.S. and British armies successful fulfilment of their
mission and entry into Rome, which will be another blow to
Mussolini and Hitler.

October 6, 1943

PERSONAL AND MOST SECRET
. FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER. Mr W. CHURCHILL

I have received your message of October 1 informing me of
Your intention to send four convoys lo the Soviet Union by the
northern roule in November, December, January and February.
However, the information is depreciated by your [urther state-
ment that the intention to send northern convoys to the U.S.S.R.
is "‘not a contract or bargain,” bul merely a declaration which, I
take it, may be renounced by the British side at any moment re-
gardless of the effect on the Soviet armies at the front. [ must
say | cannot agree to this approach to the matter. The British
Government’s deliveries of munitions and other war cargoes to
the U.S.S.R. cannot be treated other than as an obligation
assumed by the British Government, in accordance with the terms
of a special agreement between our two countries, in relation to
the U.S.S.R., which for more than two years has borne the tre-
mendous burden of the struggle against Hitler Germany, the
common enemy of the Allies.

Nor can the fact be ignored that the northern route is the
shortest, ensuring quickest delivery to the Soviet-German front of
the munitions supplied by the Allies, and that unless that route
is properly used the U.S.S.R. cannot get supplies on the re-
quired scale. As [ have told you before, and as borne out by expe-
rience, shipment of munitions and other war materials to the
U.S.S.R. through Persian ports simply cannot make up for the
shortage, arising from non-shipment via the northern route, of
munitions and materials which, it will be readily understood,
are needed to fully meet the requirements of the- Soviet armies.
This year, however, the shipment of war cargoes by the northern
route has, for some reason or other, decreased considerably com-
pared with last year, thus making it impossible to fulfil the plan
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for military deliveries and running counter tc the appropriate
Anglo-Soviet protocol on war supplies. And so at the present
time, when the Soviet Union is straining its forces to the limit in
order to meet the needs of the [ront and ensure the success of
the struggle against the main forces of our common enemy it
would be impermissible to make supplies to the Soviet armies
conditional on the arbitrary judgment of the British side. Such
an approach cannot but he regarded as renunciation by the Brit-
ish Government of its obligations, as something in the nature
of a threat to the U.5.5.R.

2. Concerning what you describe as controversial points in
V. M. Molotov’s communication, I must say that I'see no grounds
whatever for this comment. In my view the principle of reciproc-
ity and equality, advanced by the Soviet side for settling all visa
_matters affecting the personnel of the Military Missionspo is
sound and really jusl. I am not convinced by the point that the
difference in the functions of the British and Soviet Military Mis-
sions precludes the application of the above principle and that
the numerical strength of the British Military Mission should
be determined solely by the British Government. This matter
has already been dealt with in sufficient detail in the
appropriate aide-mémoires of the People’s Commissariat for
Foreign Aflairs. : .

3. 1 see no need for increasing the numbers of the British
military personnel in the Soviet North, for the overwhelming ma-
jority of the British mililary personnel there now are not being
used properly and have for months been doomed to idleness, some-
thing repeatedly pointed out by the Soviet side. As an example
Base No. 126 at Archangel can be given, the abolition of which
in view of its uselessness had been suggested more than once
and to which abolition the British Government has only now
agreed. I regret to say there are also instances of impermissible
behaviour on the part of individual British servicemen, who in a
number of cases resorted to corruption in their eflorts fo recruit
certain Soviet citizens for intelligence purposes. Facts such as
these, which offend Soviet citizens, naturally, give rise to in-
cidents with undesirable complications. :

4. With regard to the formalities and certain restrictions im-
posed in our northern ports, mentioned by you, it should be borne
in mind that in a zone adjoining the front these formalities and
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restrictions are inevitable in view of the military situation i
which the U.S.S.R. now finds itself. Besides, they z)s,pply ié!(:zgular;
measure to British and other foreign citizens as well as to So-
ylet citizens, Nevertheless, in this respect too, the Soviet author-
ities have granted British servicemen and seamen a number of
privileges, of which the British Embassy was informed in March.
It follows that your reference to numerous formalities and re-
strictions is based on inaccurate information.

As regards censorship and penalties in relation to British Serv-
ice.personnel, I have no objection to the censorship of private
mail for the British personnel in our northern ports being han-
flled, on a reciprocal basis, by the British authorities, nor to Brit-
lshl per.s%r.m‘ell who have committed minor offences that do not in-
volve judicial investigation being dealt wi : i
military authorities, ¥ ¢ 1l by the appropriate

October 13, 1943

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

Your message of October 13 received. Thank you for the news.
All success to the armed forces of the United States of America
and Great Britain.

October 14, 1943

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO PRESIDENT F. D. ROOSEVELT

I‘ have received your two messages of October 14,

Thank you for the news about the Secretary of Slate and his
staff who are on their way. I hope they will soon arrive safely in
Moscow.,

RFA
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As regards the subject raised in )}our second message, 1 shall

send you a reply after I have conferred with my Government col-
leagues.

QOctober 17, 1943

PERSONAL AND SECRET
TO PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN

With regard to the place for the meeting of the three heads of
“the Governments | should like to inform you of the following.

I am alraid 1 cannot accept as suitable any one of the places
suggested by you as against Tehran. It is not a matter of se-
eurity, for that does not worry me,

In the course of the Soviet troops’ operations in the summer
and autumn of this year it became evident that our forces would
be able to continue their offensive operations against the Ger-
man Army and that the summer campaign would thus continue
into winter. My colleagues hold that the operations necessitate
day-to-day guidance by the Supreme Command and my personal
contact with the Command.- In Tehran, unlike the other places,
these requirements can be met by communicating directly with
Moscow by telegraph or telephone. For this reason my colleagues
insist on Tehran. , .

I agree that the press should be barred. 1 also accept your pro-
posal for fixing November 20 or 25 as possible dates for the
meeting.

Mr Hull has arrived safely in Moscow, and I hope his attend-
ance at the Moscow three-Power conference’® will be very
useful.

October 19, 1943

SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT

Your message of October 17 received. I have nothing against
your suggestion for the powers to be accorded the French rep-

86

resentatives on the Allied military-political commission.
October 21, 1943

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

Mr Hull delivered your latest message to me on October 25,
and I discussed it with him. 1 did not reply at once, being cer-
tain that Mr Hull had informed you of our talk and of my con-
siderations as to the meeting with you and ‘Mr Churchill.

I cannot but take into account the circumstances which you
say prevent you from going to Tehran. It is for you alone, of
course, to decide whether you can go there.

As far as | am concerned, there is no city more suitable than
the one mentioned.

I have been entrusted with the Supreme Command of the So-
viet forces, which obliges me to direct military operations day in
and day out. This is particularly essential now, when the con-
tinuous four-month summer campaign is developing into a win-
ter campaign and when military operations are getting under
way practically along the entire 2,600-kilometre front. In this
situation 1, as Supreme Commander, cannot possibly go any far-
ther than Tehran. My Government colleagues tend to the view
that at present I cannot leave the U.S.S.R. at all in view of the
exceedingly complicated situation at the front.

That accounts for the idea which has occurred to me and which
I have already mentioned to Mr Hull. I could be fully replaced at
that meeting by my First Deputy in the Government, V. M. Mo-
lotov, who during the discussions will enjoy, in keeping with our
Constitution, the rights of head of the Soviet Government. In
that case the difficulties of choosing a place would disappear, I
hope this suggestion will at the moment be found suitable,

November 5, 1943
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SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D, ROOSEVELT

I am in receipt of yours of November 8. Thank you for your
reply.

I agree with your plan for our meeting in Iran and hope Mr
Churchill will do likewise.

V. M. Molotov and our military representative will arrive in
Cairo on November 22, and there work out with yoi: - erything
about our meeting in Iran.

November 10, 1943

PERSONAL AND MOST SECRET
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

I feel that I must inform you that today I sent a message to
Mr Churchill which reads’ as follows:

“Today 1 received two messages from you.

“Although 1 had written to the President that V. M. Molotov
would arrive in Cairo on November 22, I must say that, owing to
reasons of a serious nature, Molotov will not, unfortunately, be
able to go to Cairo. He will travel with me to Tehran towards
the end of November. A number of military officers will also ac-
company me. ‘

“It goes without saying that the Tehran meeting should in-
volve only the three heads of the Governments as agreed. Par-
ticipation of representatives of any other Powers should be ab-
solutely ruled out. :

“I wish you success in your conference with the Chinese on
Far Eastern affairs.

“November 12, 1943.”

88

PERSONAL AND MOST SECRET
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

It now turns out that re(asons of a serious nature will prevent
V. M. Molotov from reaching Cairo on November 22. He will
accompany me to Iran towards the end of the month. I am simul-
taneously advising Mr Churchill of this, as you will be informed.

P.S. Despatch of this message was, unfortunately, held up
through the fault of some members of the staff, but I hope
it will arrive in time just the same.

November 12, 1943

PERSONAL AND MOST SECRET
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Your reply reached me on November 15. Thank you for your
congratulations on the offensive of the Soviet troops who are
now having to withstand strong pressure west of Kiev, whither

the Germans have rushed up fresh forces and armour.

November 17, 1943

PERSONAL AND MOST SECRET
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Your Cairo message received. 1 shall be at your service in
Tehran in the evening of November 28.

November 25, 1943
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PERSONAL AND SECRET TO PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT
FROM PREMIER STALIN

Thank you for your telegram.

1 agree that the Tehran Conference was a great success and
that our personal meetings were of great importance in many
respects. | hope the common enemy of our peoples—Hitler Ger-
many—will soon feel this. Now there is certainty that our peo-
ples will cooperate harmoniously, both at present and aiter the
war.

I wish you and your armed forces the best of success in the
coming momentous operations.

I also hope that our meeting in Tehran will not be the last and
that we shall meet again.

December 6, 1943

SECRET AND PERSONAL TO PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT
"AND PRIME MINISTER CHURCHILL
FROM PREMIER STALIN

Thank you for your joint message informing me of additional
decisions on waging the war against Germany in 1944. Best re-

gards.
December 10, 1943

SECRET AND PERSONAL
TO PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT
FROM PREMIER STALIN

I have received your message about the appointment of Gen-
eral Eisenhower. I welcome it. I wish him success in preparing
and carrying out the forthcoming decisive operations.

December 10, 1943
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SECRET AND PERSONAL
TO PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT
FROM PREMIER STALIN

Thank you for your letter, which reached me through your
Ambassador on December 18. _ ’

I 'am glad that chance enabled me to render you a service in
Tehran. 1, too, attach great importance to our meeting and
to the talks we had on the vital problem of accelerating our
common victory and establishing lasting peace among the
nations.

December 20, 1943

Sent on December 22, 1943

MESSAGE FROM MARSHAL STALIN
TO PRIME MINISTER W. CHURCHILL

Please accept my heartfelt thanks for your friendly greetings
on the occasion of my birthday. With all my heart I wish you
speedy recovery and relurn to complete health, which is so es-
sential for delivering the decisive blow to the enemy.

MESSAGE FROM MARSHAI STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

- Thank you for the message about the Scharnhorst.

Yo you, Admiral Fraser and the gallant men of the Duke of
York, congratulations on a masterly blow and the sinking of the
German battle cruiser Scharnhorst,

I am glad you have recovered from your iliness.

I firmly shake your hand.

December 27, 1943

97



PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM
PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr WINSTON CHURCHILL

I shall send you the music of the new Soviet Anthem by the
next post. V. M. Molotov has asked me to thank you on his behalf
for your greetings and to transmit his best wishes. I fully agree
with you about frequent meetings.

January 2, 1944

MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO PRESIDENT F. D: ROOSEVELT

I am glad to learn from the press that your health is improv-
ing. I send you best regards and, more important, wish you
speedy and complete recovery.

January 4, 1944

PERSONAL AND SECRET
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr WINSTON CHURCHILL

Your message of January 5 received. [ am glad to learn from
you that the preparations for “Overlord”® are in full swing
and that you will take other ijeasures before the month
is out.

2. | must say, since you have brought up the matter, that if we
are to judge by the latest declaration of the Polish émigré Gov-
ernment and other statements by Polish leaders, we will see
that there are no grounds {ur thinking that these circles can
be made to see reason. They are incorrigible.

3. Please convey my thanks and good wishes to Lord Beaver-
brook.

4. Our offensive is still making headway, particularly in the
tSlouth. although the Germans are resisting desperately wherever
ey can.

January 7, 1944

PERSONAL AND SECRET
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W, CHURCHILL

Your message of January 12 received. Qur armies have indeed
achieved success of late, but we are still a long way from Berlin.
What is more, the Germans are now launching rather serious
counter-attacks, particularly east of Vinnitsa. There is no danger
in that, of course, but they have succeeded in pushing back
our advanced units there and in temporarily checking our
progress. Hence you should not slacken, but intensify
the bombing of Berlin as much as possible. By the time we all
arrive in Berlin the Germans will have had a chance to rebulld
certain premises that you and we here shall need.

Your message to Tito, whom you are encouraging so much
with your support, will be of great importance.

1 hope your preparations jointly with the Americans for “Over-
lord” are making good progress. :

January 14, 1944

PERSONAL AND SECRET
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO PRIME MINISTER W. CHURCHILL

Thank you for informing me of your decision to send an addi- .
tional convoy of 20 ships to the Soviet Union in mid-March over
and above those provided for earlier. They will be of great value
to our front.

January 20, 1944
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PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr WINSTON CHURCHILL,

AND THE PRESIDENT, Mr FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

The joint messages signed by you, Mr Prime Minister, and
you, Mr President, concerning the transfer of Italian vessels to
the Soviet Union, arrived on January 23.

I must say that after getting your joint favourable reply to
my question in Tehran about transferring Italian ships to the
Soviet Union before the end of January 1944 | had considered
the matter settled; it never occurred to me that that decision
reached and agreed to by the three of us could be revised in any
way. All the more so because we agreed at the time that the
matter would be fully settled with the Italians during December
and January. Now I see that {his is not the case and that noth-
ing has been said to the Italians on this score.

However, in order not to delay settlement of this matter, which
is so vitally important to our common fight against Germany, the
Soviet Union is willing to accept your proposal for the battleship
Royal Sovereign and one cruiser being transferred from British
ports to the U.S.S.R. and for the Soviet Naval Command using
the two ships temporarily, until corresponding Ialian ships can
be made available to the Soviet Union. In the same way we are
ready to accept from the U.S.A. and Britain 20,000 tfons
of merchant shipping apiece, which we shall likewise use until
we are provided with the same amount of Italian shipping. The
important thing is that there should no longer be any delay in
the matter and that the ships mentioned above be handed over to
us before the end of February,

However, there is no mention in your reply of the transfer to
the Soviet Union at the end of January of the eight Italian de-
stroyers and four submarines to which you, Mr Prime Minister,
and you, Mr President, consented in Tehran, Yet this question of
destroyers and submarines is of paramount importance to the
Soviet Union, for without them the transfer of one battleship and
one cruiser would be pointless. You will agree that cruisers and
battleships are powerless unless accompanied by destroyers. As
the whole of the Italian Navy is at your disposal, it should not
be difficult for you to carry out the Tehran decision for the trans-
fer of eight destroyers and four submarines from the Navy to the
Soviet Union. I also agree to accept, instead of Italian destroy-
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ers and submarines, as many U.S. or British destroyers and sub-
marines lor the Soviet Union. The transfer of the destroyers
and submarines should not be delayed, it should be eflected
simultaneously with the transfer of the battleship and cruiser, as.
the three of us agreed in Tehran.

January 29, 1944

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr WINSTON CHURCHILL.

I have received your message of January 24.

I'am a little late with this reply due to the pressure of front
affairs, .

As regards the Pravda report, its significance should not be
overrated, nor is there any reason to question the right of a
newspaper to carry reports or rumours received from tried and
tested correspondents. In any case we Russians have never laid
claim to that kind of interference in the affairs of the British
press, even though we have had, and still have, far more reasons
for doing so. Our TASS denies only a very small part of the re-
ports printed in British newspapers and deserving to be denied.

To come to the gist of the matler, | cannot agree with you
that Britain could easily have made a separate peace with Ger-
many, largely at the expense of the U.S.S.R. and without serious
loss to the British Empire. I think that that was said rashly, for
[ recall statements of a different nature made by you. I recall,
for example, that when Britain was in difficulties, before the
Soviet Union became involved in the war against Germany, you
believed that the British Government might have to move to
Canada and fight Germany across the ocean. On the other hand,
you admitted that it was the Soviet Union which, by engaging
Hitler, eliminated the danger which undoubtedly " threatened
Great Britain on the part of Germany. But if, nevertheless, we
grant that Britain could have managed without the U.S.S.R,,
exactly the same could be said about the Soviet Union. I should
have preferred not to bring this up, but I had to do so to remind
you of the facts.
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Concerning War and the Working Class all 1 can say is that
it is a trade-union magazine for whose articles the Government
cannot be held responsible, However, this magazine, like our
other magazines, is loyal to the fundamental principle—closer
friendship with the Allies—which does not preclude but presup-
poses [riendly criticism as well,

Like you I was favourably impressed by our meetings in Teh-
ran and our joint work,

I will certainly see Mr Kerr when he arrives.

January 29, 1944

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr WINSTON CHURCHILL

Your message on the Polish question has reached me through
Mr Kerr who arrived in Moscow a few days ago and with whom
I had a useful talk.

- 1 see you are giving a good deal of attention to the problem
of Soviet-Polish relations. ‘All of us greatly appreciate your ef-
forts.

I have the feeling that the very first question which must be
completely cleared up even now is that of the Soviet-Polish
frontier. You are right, of course, in noting that on this point
Poland should be guided by the Allies. As for the Soviet Gov-
ernment, it has already staled, openly and clearly, its views on
:he frontier question. We have stated that we do not conside_r the
1939. boundary final, and have agreed lo the Curzon Line,
thereby making very important concessions to the Poles. Yet !he
Polish Government has evaded our proposal for the Curzon Line
and in its official statements continues to maintain that the {ron-
tier imposed upon us under the Riga Treaty is final. 1 infer
from your letter that the Polish Government is prepared to rec-
ognise the Curzon Line, but, as is known, the Poles have nol
made such a stalement anywhere,

I think the Polish Government should officially state in a dec-
laration that the boundary line established by the Riga Treaty
shall be revised and that the Curzon Line is the new boundary
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line between the U.S.S.R. and Poland. It should state that as of-
ficially as the Soviet Government has done by declaring that the
1939 boundary line shall be revised and that the Soviet-Polish
frontier should follow the Curzon Line.

As regards your statement to the Poles that Poland could con-
siderably extend her frontiets in the West and North, we are in
agreement with that with, as you are aware, one amendment. 1
mentioned the amendment to you and the President in Tehran.
We claim the transfer of the north-eastern part of East Prussia,
including the port of Konigsberg as an ice-free one, to the So-
viet Union. It is the only German territory claimed by us. Un-
less this minimum claim of the Soviet Union is met, the Soviet
Union’s concession in recognising the Curzon Line becomes en-
tirely pointless, as I told you in Tehran.

Lastly, about the composition of the Polish Government. I
think you realise that we cannot re-establish relations with the
present Polish Government. Indeed, what would be the use of re-
establishing relations with it when we are not at all certain that
tomorrow we shall not be compelled to sever those relations
again on account of another fascist provocation on its part, such
as the “Katyn affair"?  Throughout the recent period the Polish
Government, in which the tone is set by Sosnkowski, has not
desisted from statements hostile to the Soviet Union. The extreme-
ly anti-Soviet statements of the Polish Ambassadors in Mexico
and Canada and of Gen. Anders in the Middle East, the hostility
displayed towards the Soviet Union by Polish underground pub-
lications in German-occupied territory, a hostility which tran-
scends all bounds, the annihilation, on directions from the Polish
Government, of Polish guerrillas fighting the Hitler invaders,
these and many other pro-fascist actions of the Polish Govern-
ment are known. That being so, no good can be expected
unless the composition of the Polish Government is thoroughly
improved. On the other hand, the removal from it of pro-fascist
imperialist elements and the inclusion of democratic-minded
people would, one is entitled to hope, create the proper conditions
for normal Soviet-Polish relations, for solving the problem of
the Soviet-Polish frontier and, in general, for the rebirth of
Poland as a strong, free and independent state. Those interested
in.improving the composition of the Polish Government along
these lines are primarily the Poles themselves, the broad sections
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of the Polish people. By the way, last May you wrote to me
shying that the composition of the Polish Government could be
improved and that you would work towards that end. You did
not at that time think that this would be interference in Poland's
internal sovereignty.

With reference to lhe questions posed by the Polish Ministers
and mentioned in paragraph 4 of your letter 1 think there will be
no difficulty in reaching agreement on them.

February 4, 1944

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

I received your message on February 9.

Thank you for your congratulations. Our troops are still push-
ing on iIn some sectors, but the Germans are doggedly counter-
attacking.

I have read your communication on Italy. I hope for an im-
provement in the Allies’ position in the near future, .

The Soviet Government is grateful to you for the information
on the despatch of another additional convoy to the U.S.S.R. in
March. : N

" Please accept my best wishes,

February 11, 1944

\

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT

Your message on the Polish question to hand. It goes without
saying that a correct solution of this problem is of great impor-
tance both to the U.S.S.R. and to our common cause.

There are two major points to be considered: first, the Soviet-
Polish frontier and, second, the composition of the Polish Govern-
ment. The Soviet Government’s point of view is familiar to you
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from its recently published statements and from V. M. Molotov’s
letter in reply to Mr Hull’s Note, reccived in Moscow through
the Soviet Ambassador, Gromyko, on January 22.

First of all, about the Soviet-Polish frontier. As you know, the
Soviet Government has officially declared that it does not consid-
er the 1939 boundary final, and has agreed to the Curzon
Line. In stating this we have made quite important concessions
to the Poles on the frontier question. We had grounds for antici-
pating an appropriate declaration on the part of the Polish Gov-
ernment. It 'should have officially declared that the frontier es-
tablished by the Riga Treaty would be revised and that it
accepts the Curzon Line as the new frontier line between the
U.S.S.R. and Poland. It should have made an official declaration
on recognition of the Curzon Line just as the Soviet Government
has done. But the Polish Government in London refused to budge,
and continued to insist in official stalements that the frontier im-
posed upon us under the Riga Treaty at a difficult moment should
be left unchanged. Hence, there is no basis for agreement, for the
standpoint of the present Polish Government, as we see, precludes
agreement.

In view of this circumstance the question of the composition
of the Polish Government has likewise become more acute. It is
clear that the Polish Government, in which the main role is
played by pro-fascist, imperialist elements hostile to the Soviet
Union, such as Sosnkowski, and in which there are hardly any
democratic elements, can have no basis in Poland, nor, as expe-
rience has shown, can it establish friendly relations with demo-
cratic neighbouring countries. Clearly, such a Polish Government
is incapable of establishing friendly relations with the Soviet
Union and it cannot be anlicipated that it will not sow discord
among the democratic countries which, on the contrary, would
like to strengthen their unity. It follows that a radical improve-
ment in the composition of the Polish Government is an urgent
matter. '

I had to delay reply, being busy at the front.

February 16, 1944 ¢
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PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO PRIME MINISTER W. CHURCHILL

Your message of February 19 received. Thank you for the com-
munications.

I must at the same time point out that so far I have had no re-
ply on the eight British and U.S. destroyers and other ships,
which were to be put at Soviet disposal temporarily in exchange
for Italian warships and merchant vessels, as agreed in Tehran by
you, the President and myself. I cannot understand the long delay.

I await a reply to my message of January 29.

February 21, 1944

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
: ' ‘TO PRESIDENT F. D. ROOSEVELT

I am in receipt of your message of February 18. Thank you for
the news.

It does pot, however, exhaust the matter as it says nothing
about Anglo-American destroyers and submarines in lieu of the
Italian ones—eight destroyers and four submarines—as decided
at Tehran.-I look forward to an early reply on these points, men-
tioned in my message of January 29.

February 21, 1944

PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT

I have received your message with congratulations on the
latest successes of the Soviet forces. Please accept my thanks
for your friendly wishes.

February 23, 1944
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SECRET AND PERSONAL

FROM PREMIER ). V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL,
AND THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. ROOSEVELT

I received on February 24 your two messages, including
the one of February 7 concerning the Italian ships. I have also
read Mr Kerr’s letter on the matter, addressed to V. M. Molo-
tov.

My thanks to you and the President for the news about the
temporary transfer to the Soviet Union of eight destroyers and
four submarines, as well as a battleship and 20,000 tons oi mer-
chant shipping by Great Britain and a cruiser and 20,000 tons
of merchant shipping by the United States. Mr Kerr has express-
ly warned us that all the destroyers are old ones so that | have
misgivings about their combat qualities. It seems to me that the
British and U.S. Navies should find no difficulty in assigning,
out of the eight destroyers, at least four modern, not old, ones.
I still hope that you and the President will find it possible to
transfer at least four modern destroyers. As a result of military
operations by Germany and Italy we have lost a substantial
part of our destroyers. It is, therefore, very important for us to
have that loss repaired at least in part.

February 26, 1944

Sent on February 28, 1944

TO Mr FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT,
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA

The White House, Washington

Please accept my heartfelt gratitude for your friendly congrat-
ulations on the 26th anniversary of the Red Army and the suc-
cesses achieved by the Armed Forces of the Soviet Union in the
struggle against the Hitler invaders.
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I am firmly convinced that the day is not far off whe_n th‘e suc-
cessful struggle of the Armed Forces of the Soviet Union jointly
with the Armies of the United States and Great Britain will, on
the basis of the agreements reached al Moscow and Tehran, re-
sult in the final defeat of our common foe, Hitler Germany.

J. STALIN

Sent on February 29, 1944

MESSAGE FROM MARSHAL J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Please accept my thanks and the thanks of the Armed Forces
of the Soviet Union for your congratulations on the 26th anni-
versary of the Red Army and for your high praise.of its achieve-
ments in the struggle against our common foe, Hitler Germany.

SECRET AND PERSONAL

FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. ROOSEVELT

Much as I should like to react favourably to Mr Churchill’s
message about the Poles—a message you are familiar with—]I
feel obliged to say that the Polish émigré Government does not
want normal relations with the U.S.S.R. Suffice it to say that the
Polish émigrés in London not only reject the Curzon Line, they
also claim Lvov, and Vilna, the Lithuanian capital. '

All I can say is that the time is not yet ripe for.a solutlgn of
the problem of Polish-Soviet relations. For your information 1
enclose my reply to Mr Churchill on this matter.

March 3, 1944
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SECRET AND PERSONAL

FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Both messages of February 20 on the Polish question reached
me through Mr Kerr on February 27.

Now that I have read the detailed record of your conversations
with the leaders of the Polish émigré Govérnment, [ am more
convinced than ever that men of their type are incapable of es-
tablishing normal relations with the U.S.S.R. Sulffice it to point
out that they, far from being ready to recognise the Curzon
Line, claim both Lvov and Vilna. As regards the desire to place
certain Soviet terrilories under foreign control, we cannot agree
to discuss such encroachments, for, as we sce it, the mere posing
of the question is an affront to the Soviet Union,

I have already written to the President that the time is not yet
ripe for a solution of the problem of Soviet-Polish relations. I am
compelled to realfirm the soundness of this conclusion.

March 3, 1944

SECRET AND PERSONAL

FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W, CHURCHILL

Both messages of February 20 on the Polish question reached
me through Mr Kerr on February 27.

Now that I have read the detailed record of your ‘conversations
with the leaders of the Polish émigré Government, I am more
convinced than ever that men of their type are incapable of estab-
lishing normal relations with the U.S.S.R. Suffice it to point out
that they, far from being ready to recognise the Curzon Line,
claim both Lvov and Vilna. As regards the desire to place certain
Soviet territories under foreign control, we cannot agree to dis-
cuss such encroachments, for, as we see it, the mere posing of the
question is an affront to the Soviet Union.
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I have already written to the President that the time is not yet
ripe for a solution of the problem of Soviet-Polish relations. I am
compelled to reaffirm the soundness of this conclusion.

March 3, 1944

PERSONAL AND SECRET
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT,

Mr F. D. ROOSEVELT

I am in receipt of your communication on the statement made
at the press conference in Washington concerning the transfer f)f
a number of Italian vessels or their equivalent of U.S. and Brit-
ish shipping to the Soviet Union. Thank you.

March 6, 1944

SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr ROOSEVELT '

Your message on post-war economic cooperation to hand. The
problems of international economic cooperation, raised in
Mr Hull's Memorandum, are undoubtedly of great importance
and merit attention. I think it quite timely to set up a United Na-
tions staff to study them and to specify ways and means of ex-
amining the various aspects of international economic coopera-
tion in keeping with the decisions of the Moscow and Tehran
conferences.

March 10, 1944
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PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W, CHURCHILL

Thank you for your information about the latest convoy, which
has delivered badly needed cargoes to the Soviet Union. I was
deeply satisfied to learn from your telegram that the convoy sunk
four enemy U-boats en route.

March 13, 1944

SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W, CHURCHILL

Your message on the Polish question, dated March 7, reached
me through Mr Kerr. on March 12.

Thank you for the elucidations you offer in the message.

Although our correspondence is considered secret and person-
al, for some time past the contents of my messages to you have
been getting into the British press and with serious distortions
at that, distortions which I am not in a position {o rebut. That,
as | see it, is a violation of secrecy. This circumstance makes
it difficult for me to speak my mind freely. You will, I hope, ap-
preciate the point.

March 16, 1944

SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL,
AND THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. ROOSEVELT

I have received your message concerning the transfer of eight
destroyers to the Soviet Union by the British Government. I am
ready to agree that the said destroyers are quite fit for escort
service, but surely you realise that the Soviet Union also needs
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destroyers fit for other combat operations. The Allies’ right to
dispose of the Italian Navy is absolutely beyond question, of
course, and this should be made clear to the Italian Govern-
ment, especially as regards the ltalian ships which are to be
transferred to the Soviet Union.

March 17, 1944

PERSONAIL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
'TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. ROOSEVELT

. I have received your message setting forth the draft of your
letter to the President of Turkey about Turkish deliveries of

chrome to Germany. ) _ .
The representation you suggest making to the Turks is, I think,

most timely, although I must say that I have little hope of posi-
tive results.

March 20, 1944

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. ROOSEVELT

Since Mr Churchill has sent you, as he tells me, a copy of his
March 21 message to me on the Polish question, 1 think it proper
to send, for your information, a copy of my reply to his message.

Copy enclosed.

March 23, 1944

1
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PERSONAL AND SECRET
FROM PREMIER J. V, STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER,
Mr W. CHURCHILL

I have lately received two messages from you on the Polish
question and have read the statement made by Mr Kerr on the
question to V. M. Molotov on instructions from you. I have not
been able to reply earlier as front affairs often keep me away
from non-military matters.

I shall now answer point by point.

I was struck by the fact that both your messages and particu-
larly Kerr's statement bristle with threats against the Soviet
Union. 1 should like to call your attention to this circumstance
because threats as a method are not only out of place in relations
between Allies, but also harmful, for they may lead to opposite
results,

The Soviet Union’s efforts to uphold and implement the Curzon
Line are referred to in one of your messages as a policy of force.
This implies that you are now trying to describe the Curzon Line
as unlawful and the struggle for it as unjust. I totally disagree
with you. I must point out that at Tehran you, the President and
myself were agreed that the Curzon Line was lawful.

At that time you considered the Soviet Government'’s stand on
the issue quite correct, and said it would be crazy for represent-
atives of the Polish émigré Government to reject the Curzon Line.
But now you maintain something to the contrary. ‘

Does this mean that you no longer recognise what we agreed
on in Tehran and are ready lo violate the Tehran agreement? I
have no doubt that had you persevered in your Tehran stand the
conflict with the Polish émigré Government could have been
settled. As for me and the Soviet Government, we still adhere to
the Tehran standpoint, and we have no intention of going back
on it, for we believe implementation of the Curzon Line to be
evidence, not of a policy of force, but of a policy of re-establishing
the Soviet Union’s legitimate right to those territories, which
even Curzon and the Supreme Council of the Allied Powers
recognised as non-Polish in 1919.
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You say in your message of March 7 that the problem of the
Sovnet-Pohgh frontier will have to be put off till the armistice
conference is convened. 1 think there is a misunderstanding here.
The Soviet Union is not waging nor does it intend to wage war
against Poland. It has no conflict with the Polish people
and considers itself an ally of Poland and the Polish peo-
ple. That is why it is shedding its blood to free Poland
from German oppression. It would be strange, therefore,
to speak of an armistice between the U.S.S.R. and Poland. But
the Soviet Union is in conflict with the Polish émigré Govern-
ment, which does not represent the interests of the Polish people
or express their aspirations. It would be stranger still to identify
Poland with the Polish émigré Government, in London, a govern-
ment isolated from Poland. I even find it hard to tell the differ-

_ence between Poland’s émigré Government and the Yugoslav
émigré Government, which is akin to it, or between certain gen-
erals of the Polish émigré Government and the Serb General
Mihajlovié.

In your message of March 21 you tell me of your intention to
make a statement in the House of Commons to the effect that
all territorial questions must await the armistice or peace
conferences of the victorious Powers and that in the meantime
you cannot recognise any forcible transferences of territory. As I
see it you make the Soviet Union appear as being hostile to
Poland, and virtually deny the liberation nature of the war
waged by the Soviet Union against German aggression. That is
{antamount to attributing to the Soviet Union something which
is non-existent, and, thereby, discrediting it. I have no doubt that
the peoples of the Soviet Union and world public opinion will
evaluate your statement as a gratuitous insult to the Soviet
Union.

To be sure you are free to make any statement you like in the
House of Commons—that is your business. But should you make
a statement of this nature I shall consider that you have com-
mitted an unjust and unfriendly act in relation to the Soviet

Union.
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In your message you express the hope that the break-
the Polish question will not affectpour cooperati(‘)(nd(;‘r:mo%g
spheres. As far as I am concerned, I have been, and still
am, for coopgration. But [ fear that the method of intimidation
and defamation, if continued, will not benefit our cooperation.

March 23, 1944

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. ROCSEVELT

I share your desire for cooperation between our t -
ment's in studying economic and social problems link‘zg x\c'ii‘t)l;,eil;:-
proving the welfare of labour on an international scale. The So-
Yxet Union cannot, however, send representatives to the Interna-
tional Labour Organisation conference in Philadelphia for the
reasons §et forth in the letter to Mr Harriman, because the Soviet
trade unions are opposed to participation in it, and the Soviet
Sr%\(r;lrsnment cannot but take account of the opinion of the trade
' It goes without saying that if the International Labo -
isation were to become an agency of the United Nattl;or?srgflgt
of thg Lquue-of Nations with which the Soviet Union cz;nnot
?}?S??ha'te 1§self, Soviet participation would be possible. I hope
th2 o alrs f\zftl‘l]l“t:.ecome feasible and the appropriate steps taken in

March 25, 1944

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN -
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

I have had a rigorous check made on your communication that
correspondence between you and me had been divulged through
the fau’l! o( the Soviet Embassy in London, in particular Ambassa-
dor F. T. Gusev. The verification showed that neither the Emi)as--
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sy as such nor F. T. Gusev personally.is to blame in the least
and, in fact, does not even have some of the documents the con-
tents of which were divulged by British newspapers. In other
words, the leak came from the British, not the Soviet side. Gu-
sev is willing for any investigation to prove that neither he nor
any member of his staff has had anything to do with divulging
the contents of our correspondence. It appears that you have been
misled as to Gusev and the Soviet Embassy.

March 25, 1944

SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. ROOSEVELT

I'am in receipt of your message advising me that passports
have been issued to Dr. Lange and Father Orlemanski. Although
Soviet transport facilities are greatly overtaxed, we shall make
transport available for Lange and Orlemanski. The Soviet Gov-
ernment regards the Lange and Orlemanski visit to the Soviet
Union as a visit by two private persons.

March 28, 1944

SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. ROOSEVELT

Your message about the International Labour Organisation
reached me on April 4. Thank you for your reply. I believe that
implementation of measures for reconstructing the International
Labour Organisation will pave the way for future Soviet partici-
pation in its work.

April 6, 1944
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SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER ). V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. ROOSEVELT,
AND THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W, CHURCHILL

Your message of April 18 received.

The Soviet Government is gratified to learn that in accordance
with the Tehran agreement the sea crossing will take place at
the appointed time, which Generals Deane and Burrows have
already imparted to our General Staff, and that you will be
acting at full strength. I am confident that the planned operation
will be a success.

I hope that the operations you are undertaking in Italy will
likewise be successful.

As agreed in Tehran, the Red Army will launch a new offen-
sive at the same time so as to give maximum support to the
Anglo-American operations.

Please accept my thanks for the good wishes you have ex-
pressed on the occasion of the Red Army’s success. 1 subscribe
to your statement that your armies and our own, supporting each
other, will defeat the Hitlerites and thus fulfil their historic
mission.

April 22, 1944

TO Mr FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT,
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA

The White House, Washington

Please accept the sincere condolences of the Soviet Government
on the occasion of the grievous loss suffered by the United States
through the death of Franklin Kndx, U.S. Secretary of the
Navy.

J. STALIN
April 29, 1944
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Sent on May 6, 1944

TO FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT,
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Dear friend, .

Thank you very much for helping Father Stanislaw Orleman-
ski- to obtain permission to come to Moscow.

I wish you good health and success.

Sincerely yours,
STALIN

SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Your message of May 3 received.

The organisation of the convoys which delivered their cargoes
to Soviet northern ports is indeed worthy of recognition and ap-
proval. I thank you for the exceptional attention you have devot-
ed to this matter. Would you mind if the Soviet Government were
to confer an Order on Mr Lyttelton for his great services?
We would gladly award decorations to others as well, who
have distinguished themselves in organising and sailing con-
voys. :

I am pleased to learn from your communication that you have
issued instructions to study the question of sending the further
convoys of which we are still badly in need.

I realise how much your attention is now riveted to “Over-
lord,” which is bound to call for tremendous exertion, but which

also holds out the promise of tremendous gains for the entire
course of the war.

Best wishes.
May 8, 1944
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SECRET AND PERSONAL
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. ROOSEVELT,
AND THE PRIME MINISTER,
Mr W. CHURCHILL

Your joint message received. You can best decide how and in
what way to allocate your forces. The important thing, of course,
is to ensure complete success for “Overlord.” 1 express confi-
dence also in the success of the offensive launched in Italy.

May 15, 1944

SECRET AND PERSONAIL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Your message of May 19 has reached me.

As you say, I shall await your final communication with re-
gard to Mr Lyttelton and the other persons eligible for decoration.

Congratulations on the successful Allied offensive in Italy,
under Gen. Alexander. The important thing now is to ensure
that the Allied operations against the German forces in Haly
should indeed keep considerable German forces away [rom “Over-

lord.”
I have read your telegram to Marshal Tito. I, too, welcome the

good relations between our Missions in Yugoslavia, and I hope
they will continue so.

May 22, 1944
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SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. ROOSEVELT

Your communication on a statement to the people of Germany
has reached me. :

In view of the experience of the war against the Germans and
the German character I do not think that your suggested state-
ment would have a positive effect, seeing that it is to be synchro-
nised with the beginning of the landing and not with the moment
when the Anglo-American landing and the forthcoming offensive
of the Soviet armies will have registered notable success.

As to the nature of the slatement, we can return to this when
circumstances favour publication. :

May 26, 1944

PERSONAL AND SECRET

FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

1 am obliged to you for the information on the battle in Italy,
contained in your latest message. We are walching your suc-
cesses with admiration.

We are greatly encouraged by your news on the “Overlord’
preparations now in full swing. What is most important is that
the British and U.S. troops are so full of resolve.

1 welcome your readiness to resume later the programme for
Arctic convoys.

Thank you for your congratulations. We are preparing might
and main for new major operations.

May 26, 1944
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SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Thank you for your latest message on the battle in Italy. We,
too, hope for its successful conclusion, which is bound to facili-

tate the efforts involved in “Overlord.”
We wish you further success.
May 30, 1944

SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. ROOSEVELT

Your message informing me that you have decided not to do
anything in the way of a statement to the German people at the
present time has reached me.

Thank you for the communication.

May 30, 1944

FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

I congratulate you on the taking of Rome—a grand victory for
the Allied Anglo-American troops.
The news has caused deep satisfaction in the Saoviet Union.

June 5, 1944
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FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE US.A,
Mr ROOSEVELT

I congratulate you on the taking of Rome—a grand victory for

the Allied Anglo-American troops.
The news has caused deep satisfaction in the Soviet Union.

June 5, 1944

Sent on June 7, 1944

SECRET AND PERSONAL
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. ROOSEVELT,
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN

I feel it necessary to let you know that on June 6, in reply to a
message from Mr Churchill I sent the following personal message
about the plan for a Soviet summer offensive.

“Your communication on the successful launching of ‘Over-
lord' has reached me. It is a source of joy to us all and of hope
for further successes. e

“The summer offensive of the Soviet troops, to be launched in
keeping with the agreement reached at the Tehran Conference,
will begin in mid-June in one of the vital sectors of the front. The
general offensive will develop by stages, through consecutive
engagement of the armies in offensive operations. Between late
June and the end of July the operations will turn into a general
offensive of the Soviet troops.

“I shall not fail to keep you posted about the course of the

operations.
“June 6, 1944.”

176

. SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Your communication on the successful launching of “Over-
lord” has reached me. It is a source of joy to us all and of hope
for further successes. ‘

The summer offensive of the Soviet troops, to be launched in
ke.epmg with the agreement reached at the Tehran Conference
will begin in mid-June in one of the vital sectors of the front'
'I:he general offensive will develop by stages, through consecu:
tive engagement of the armies in offensive operations. Between
late June and the end of July the operations will turn into a
general offensive of the Soviet troops.

I shall not fail to keep you posted about the course of the
operations.

June 6, 1944

SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

I have received your message of June 7 informing me of the
successful development of “Overlord.” We all salute you and
the gallant British and U.S. troops and sincerely wish you fur-
ther success.

Preparations for the summer offensive of the Soviet troops are
nearing completion. Tomorrow, June 10, we begin the first round
on the Leningrad front.

June 9, 1944
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SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

I have received your message on the resignation of Badoglio.
To me, too, his resignation came as a surprise. I thought that
without the consent of the Allies—the British and Americans—
Badoglio could not be removed and replaced by Bonomi. How-
ever, it appears from your message that this has happened
against the will of the Allies. It is to be expected that certain
Italian circles will try to change the armistice terms in their
favour. Be that as it may, if circumstances suggest to you and
the Americans that Italy should have a Government different
from that of Bonomi, you may rest assured that the Soviet side
will raise no obstacles.

2. I have also received your message of June 10. Thank you
for the information. It appears that the landing, planned on a

tremendous scale, has been crowned with success. 1 and my

colleagues cannot but recognise that this is an enterprise un-
precedented in military history as to scale, breadth of conception
and masterly execution. As is known, Napoleon's plan for cross-
ing the Channel failed disgracefully. Hitler the hysteric, who
for two years had boasted that he would cross the Channel, did
not venture even to make an attempt to carry out his threat. None
but our Allies have been able to fulfil with flying colours the
grand plan for crossing the Channel. History will record this as
a feat of the highest order.

June 11, 1944

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Your message of June 14 received.

I think you are right in proposing that the question of a new
Italian Cabinet be examined preliminarily by the Advisory
Council for Italy so that our three Governments can arrive at a
" common view on the matter.
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I have read with great interest your news about the military
operations in Northern France. All success to the planned encircle-
ment of Caen and to the further development of the operations
in Normandy. :

Thank you for your good wishes for the success of our offen-
sive. Our operations are developing according to plan and will
be of vital importance to the whole of our common Allied front.

June 15, 1944

SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Thank you for the news that you and the President plan to
resume northern convoys to the Soviet Union about August 10.
This will help us considerably.

As regards Italian affairs, I presume that you are already
familiar with the Advisory Council resolution on the new Ital-
ian Government. The Soviet Government has no objection to
the resolution.

We are all happy about the progress of the operations by the
British and U.S. troops in Normandy, which have already as-
sumed such a vast scale. With all my heart I wish your troops
further success. .

2. The second round of the summer offensive of the Soviet
forces will begin within a week. The offensive will involve 130
divisions, including armoured ones. I ‘and my colleagues expect
important success from it and I hope it will be a substantial
help to the Allled operations in France and in Italy.

June 21, 1944
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SECRET AND PERSONAL TO THE PRESIDENT,
Mr F. ROOSEVELT, FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN

I am in a position to inform you that not later than a week
from now the Soviet armies will start the second round of their
offensive. It will involve 130 divisions, including armoured ones.
I and my colleagues anticipate important success. I hope that it
will be a substantial help to the Allied operations in France and
Italy.

June 21, 1944

SECRET AND PERSONAL TO THE PRESIDENT,
Mr F. ROOSEVELT, FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN

Thank you for informing me of your meeting with Mr Miko-
lajczyk.

If we have in view military cooperation between the Red Army
and the Polish underground forces fighting the Hitler linvaders,
that, undoubtedly, is vital to the final defeat of our common
enemy. Certainly, the proper solution of the problem of Soviet-
Polish relations is of great importance in this respect. You are
aware of the Soviet Government’s point of view and of its desire
to see Poland strong, independent and democratic, and Soviet-
Polish relations good-neighbourly and based on lasting friend-
ship. A vital condition for this, in the view of the Soviet Govern-
ment, is a reconstruction of the Polish émigré Government that
would ensure participation of Polish leaders in Britain, the U.S.A.
and the U.S.S.R,, and ‘more particularly of Polish democratic
leaders inside Poland, plus recognition by the Polish Government
of the Curzon Line as the new frontier between the U.S.S.R.
and Poland.

I must say, however, that- Mr Mikolajczyk’s Washington state-
ment makes it appear that he has not made a step forward on
this point. Hence at the moment I find it hard to express an opin-
ion about a visit to Moscow by Mr Mikolajczyk.
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We all greatly appreciate your attention to Soviet-Polish rela-

tions and your efforts in this field.

" Moscow, June 24, 1944

PFRSONAIL FOR THE PRIME MINISTER,
Mr W. CHURCHILL

Please accept my warmest congratulations on the liberation
of Cherbourg from the German invaders. 1 salute the valiant
British and U.S. troops on the occasion of their brilliant suc-
cess.

J. STALIN

June 27, 1944

SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Your message of June 25 recelved. .

Meanwhile the Allied troops have liberated Cherbourg, thus
crowning their efforts in Normandy with another major viclory.
I welcome the continuing success of the gallant British and U.S.
troops who are developing their operations both in Northern
France and in Italy.

While the scale of the operations in Northern France is becom-
ing more and more powerful and menacing for Hitler, the suc-
cessful development of the Allied offensive in ltaly, too, is worthy..
of the greatest attention and praise. We wish you further suc-
cess. ,

With regard to our offensive I may say that we shall give the
Germans no respite, but shall go on extending the front of our
offensive operations, increasing the force of our drive against
the German armies. You will agree, 1 suppose, that this is es-
sential for our common cause.
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As {o Hitler’s flying bomb, this weapon, as we see, cannot
seriously affect either the operations in Normandy or the popu-
lation of London whose courage is a matter of record.

June 27, 1944

SECRET AND PERSONAL TO THE PRESIDENT,
Mr F. D. ROOSEVELT, FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN

Your message about the two scrolls for Stalingrad and Lenin-
grad has reached me. They were handed to me by Ambassador
Harriman and will be forwarded to their destinations. Upon re-
ceiving the scrolls I made the following statement:

“I accept President Roosevelt’s scrolls as a symbol of the
fruitful cooperation between our two countries in the name
of the freedom of our nations and of human progress.

“The scrolls will be handed to the representatives of
Leningrad and Stalingrad.”

2. Please accept my heartfelt gratitude for your high commen-
dation of the efforts exerted by Stalingrad and Leningrad in the
struggle against the German invaders.

June 27, 1944

PERSONAL FOR THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. D. ROOSEVELT

Please accept my warm congratulations on ihe liberation of
Cherbourg from the German invaders. I salute the valiant U.S,
and British troops on the occasion of their splendid success.

J. STALIN
June 27, 1944
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SECRET AND PERSONAL TO THE PRESIDENT,
Mr F. ROOSEVELT, FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN

I thank you on my own behalf and on behalf of the Red Army
for your congratulations on the liberation of Vitebsk by Soviet
troops. .

June 30, 1944

SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Your message of July 1 received.

I am grateful for your high praise of the successes of the Red
Army, which is now fighting the second round of its summer
offensive.

We are all confident that the temporary difficulties in Nor-
mandy of which you write will not prevent the British and U.S.
forces from making good use ‘of their superiority over the encmy
in aircraft and armour, from further exploiting the success of
their offensive operations.

Regards and best wishes from us all.

July 4, 1944

PERSONAL
FOR THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL,
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN

Thank you for your warm greetings on the occasion of the
capture of Minsk by the Soviet troops.

July 7, 1944
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hadCali

PERSONAL
FOR THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL,
! FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN

I congratulate you on the glorious victory of the British troops
who have liberated Caen.

July 11, 1944

SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Your message of July 12 received.

With regard to the question of Roumania and Greece there is
no need to repeat what you already know from correspondence
between our Ambassador in London and Mr Eden. One thing
is clear to me, that the U.S. Government has certain doubts about
this matter, and we shall do well to return to the matter when
we get the U.S, reply. I shall write to you on the subject again
the moment we get the U.S, Government's comments.

2. The question of Turkey should be examined in the light of
the facts with which the Governments of Great Britain, the So-
viet Union and the U.S.A. have been familiar since the negotia-
tions with the Turkish Government at the end of last year. You
will no doubt recall how insistently the Governments of our three
countries proposed that Turkey should enter the war against Hit-
ler Germany on the side of the Allies as early as November and
December 1943. But nothing came of this. As you know, on the
initiative of the Turkish Government we resumed negotiations
with it last May and June, and twice made the same proposal
that the three Allied Governments made at the end of last year.
Nothing came of that, either. As regards any half-hearted step
by Turkey I do not at the moment see how it can benefit the Al-
lies. In view of the evasive and vague attitude which the Turkish
Government has assumed in relation to Germany, it is better to
leave Turkey to herself and to refrain from any further pressure
on her. This implies, of course, that the claims of Turkey, who
has evaded fighting Germany, to special rights in post-war af-
fairs will be disregarded.
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3. We should like to comply with your request, stated in your
inessage of July 13, concerning the experimental station at De-
bice in the event of it falling into our hands. Please specify
which Debice you mean, for I understand there are several
places with that name in Poland.

4. Thank you for the information on the situation in Norman-
dy and Italy and for the congratulations on our advance in the
Vilna area.

July 15, 1944
¢

SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. ROOSEVELT

I share your opinion about the desirability of a meeting be-
tween you, Mr Churchill and. myself.

I must say, however, that now, with the Soviet armies deeply
involved in fighting along so vast a front, it is impossible for me
to leave the country and withdraw myself for any length of time
from direction of front affairs. My colleagues consider it abso-
lutely impossible.

July 22, 1944

SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

In connection with your latest message 1 have given proper
instructions on the experimental station in Debice. General Sla-
vin, a General Staff representative, will establish the necessary
contact on this matter with Generals Burrows and Deane. I ap- .
preciate the British Government’s great interest in this matter.
I promise, therefore, to take personal care of the matter so as to
do all that can be done according to your wishes.

I was deeply satisfied to learn from you that your troops in
Normandy have broken into the German rear. I wish you further
Success.

July 22, 1944



SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Your message of July 20 received. I am now writing to you
on the Polish question only.

Events on our front are going forward at a very rapid pace.
Lublin, one of Poland’s major towns, was taken today by our
troops, who continue their advance.

'In this situation we find ourselves confronted with the practi-
cal problem of administration on Polish territory. We do not want
to, nor shall we, set up our own administration on Polish soil,
for we do not wish to interfere in Poland's internal affairs. That
is for the Poles themselves to do. We have, therefore, seen fit to
get in touch with the Polish Committee of National Liberation,
recently set up by the National Council of Poland, which was
formed in Warsaw at the end of last year, and consisting of rep-
resentatives of democratic parties and groups, as you must have
been informed by your Ambassador in Moscow. The Polish Com-
mittee of National Liberation intends to set up an administration
on Polish territory, and I hope this will be done. We have not
found in Poland other forces capable of establishing a Polish
administration. The so-called underground organisations, led by
the Polish Government in London, have turned out to be ephem-
eral and lacking influence. As to the Polish Committee, 1 cannot
consider it a Polish Government, but it may be that later on it
will constitute the core of a Provisional Polish Government
made up of democratic forces,

As for Mikolajczyk, 1 shall certainly not refuse to see him.
It would be better, however, if he were to approach the Polish

II;Ilational Committee, who are favourably disposed towards
m.

July 23, 1944
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. SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. ROOSEVELT

I am sending you for your information the text of my message
to the Prime Minister, Mr Churchill, on the Polish question.

July 23, 1944

SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, My W, CHURCHILL

1 fully agree with you about decorating, besides Mr Lyttelton,
Lord Beaverbrook who has contributed so much to the successful
running of the convoys and indeed deserves a high reward. The
Soviet Government will propose to the Supreme Soviet that Lord
Beaverbrook and Mr Lyttelton be decorated with the Order of
Suvorov First Class. The Soviet Government shares your idea of
decorating men of lower rank, who have distinguished themselves
in organising and sailing the convoys, and has assigned for the
purpose a hundred and twenty Orders and fifty medals. A specific
communication on the matter will be sent through diplomatic
channels.

2. [ was pleased to learn from your message about the August
convoy, to be followed, as you write, by a new cycle of convoys,

which we need badly.
3. As regards a meeting between you, Mr Roosevelt and my-

self, also mentioned in your message of July 24, [ rather think
that a meeting is desirable. But now that the Soviet armies are
fighting along so extended a front and expanding their offensive,
1 am unable to leave the Soviet Union, to relinquish the leader-
ship of the armies, even for a short time. My colleagues think this -
absolutely impossible. :

4. You tell me about the planned new offensive in Normandy.
If launched it will be of tremendous importance in the situation
in which Germany finds herself and. will make Hitler's plight
pretty sore indeed.
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5. The success of “Anvil” will hasten the defeat of Hitler or
at least involve him in insurmountable difficulties. 1 hope you
will cope with that task as successfully as you did with the inva-
sion of Normandy.

Thank you for your frtendly congratulations on the success of
the Soviet armies.

July 26, 1944

SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Your messages of July 25 and 27 concerning the departure of
Mikolajczyk have reached me. Mr Mikolajezyk and his compan-
ions will be given every help in Moscow, ‘ '

You know our point of view on Poland, which is a neighbour of
ours and relations with which are of special importance to the
Soviet Union. We welcome the National Committee of the demo-
cratic forces on Polish soil, and 1 think that the formation of this
Committee signifies a good beginning for the unification of those
Poles who are friendly towards Great Britain, the U.S.S.R. and
the United States, and for overcoming the resistance of those
Polish elements who are incapable of uniting with the democratic
forces.

I realise the importance of the Polish question to the common
cause of the Allies, and that is why I am willing to help all Poles
and to mediate in achieving understanding among them. The Soviet
troops have done and are continuing to do all in their power to
accelerate the liberation of Poland from the German invaders apd
to help the Polish people regain freedom and achieve prosperity
for their country.

July 28, 1944
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SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

It goes without saying that with regard to decorating those
who have distinguished themselves in organising and manning
the convoys, we have not forgotten the Americans. Thank you for
your friendly advice.

Concerning the impracticability of a meeting between you, the
President and myself at the moment, I notified the President at the
same time as I did you, giving him the reasons.

Please accept my thanks for your good wishes.

August 1, 1944

SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. ROOSEVELT

I have received your messages of July 28.

I share your opinion concerning the importance of a meeting,
but circumstances connected with the operations on our front, of
which I apprised you last time, prevent me, unfortunately, from
reckoning on the possibility of a meeting in the immediate
future.

As regards the Polish question, the matter hinges primarily on
the Poles themselves and on the ability of members of the Polish
émigré Government to cooperate with the Committee of National
Liberation which is already functioning in Poland and to which
the democratic forces of Poland are rallying more and more. For
my part I am ready to render all Poles whatever assistance I can.

August 2, 1944
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PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Your message of August 3 about the experimental station re-
ceived. The Soviet Ambassador in Tehran has been instructed to
issue entry visas right away to the British experts.

August 4, 1944

SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

I am in receipt of your message about Warsaw. .

I think that the information given to you by the Poles is greatly
exaggerated and unreliable. 1 am impelled to this conclusion by
the miere fact that the Polish émigrés claim that they have all but
captured Vilna with Home Army units, and have even announced
this on the radio. But, of course, that has nothing at all to do
with the facts. The Home Army consists of a few delachments
misnamed divisions. They have neither guns, aircraft nor tan}<s.
I cannot imagine detachments like those taking _W_a.rsaw,' which
the Germans are defending with four armoured divisions, includ-
ing the Hermann Goering Division.

August 5, 1944

SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

With regard to sending six British submarines into the Baltic
1 must say this. ‘

The White Sea-Baltic Canal has been heavily damaggq by the
Germans and cannot be used this year. But if the British sub-
marines could make their way into the Baltic through the Skager-

rak and Kattegat, as they did during the last world war, that

would be a magnificent exploit and would be a fresh blow to the
Germans.

August 5, 1944
730

SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

I should like to inform you of my meeting with Mikolajczyk,
Grabski and Romer. My talk with Mikolajczyk convinced me that
he has inadequate information about the situation in Poland. At
the same time I had the impression that Mikolajczyk is not
against ways being found to unite the Poles.

As I do not think it proper to impose any decision on the Poles,
'I suggested to Mikolajczyk that he and his colleagues should
meet and discuss their problems with representatives of the Pol-
ish Committee of National Liberation, first and foremost the mat-
ter of early unification of all democratic forces on liberated Polish
soil. Meetings have already taken place. I have been informed of
them by both parties. The National Committee delegation sug-
gested the 1921 Constitution as a basis for the Polish Govern-
ment and expressed readiness if the Mikolajczyk group acceded to
the proposal, to give it four portfolios, including that of Prime
Minister for Mikolajczyk. Mikolajczyk, however, could not see his
way to accept. I regret to say the meetings have not yet yielded
the desired results. Still, they were useful because they provided
Mikolajczyk and Morawski, as well as Bierut who had just ar-
rived from Warsaw, with the opportunity for an exchange of
views and particularly for informing each other that hoth the
Polish National Committee and Mikolajczyk are anxious to co-
operate and to seek practical opportunities in that direction. That
can be considered as the first stage in the relations between the
Polish Committee and Mikolajczyk and his colleagues. Let us
hope that things will improve.

August 8, 1944



SECRET AND PERSONAL
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. D. ROOSEVELT

I should like to inform you of my meeting with Mikolajczyk,
Grabski and Romer. My talk with Mikolajczyk convinced me that
he has inadequate information about the situation in Poland. At
the same time I had the impression that Mikolajczyk is not
against ways being found to unite the Poles.

As 1 do not think it proper to impose ‘any decision on the Poles,
I suggested to Mikolajezyk that he and his colleagues should
meet and discuss their problems with representatives of the Pol-
ish Committee of National. Liberation, first and foremost the
matter of early unification of all democratic forces on liber-
ated Polish soil. Meetings have already taken place. | have been
informed of them by both parties. The National Committee del-
egation suggested the 1921 Constitution as a basis for the Polish
Government and expressed readiness if the Mikolajczyk group
acceded to the proposal, to give it four portfolios, including that
of Prime Minister for Mikolajczyk. Mikolajczyk, however, could
not see his way to accept. I regret to say the meetings have not
yet yielded the desired results. Still, they were useful because
they provided Mikolajczyk and Morawski as well as Bierut, who
had just arrived from Warsaw, with the opportunity for an ex-
change of views and particularly for informing each other that
both the Polish National Committee and Mikolajczyk are anxious
to cooperate and to seek practical opportunities in that direction.
That can be considered as the first stage in the relations between
the Polish Committee and Mikolajczyk and his colleagues. Let
us hope that things will improve.

I understand the Polish Committee of National Liberation in
- Lublin has decided to invite Professor Lange to join it and take
charge of foreign affairs. If Lange, a well-known Polish demo-
cratic leader, were enabled to go to Poland in order to assume
that office it would undoubtedly promote Polish unity and the
struggle against our common enemy. I hope you share this view
and will for your part not withhold your support in this matter,
which is so very important to the Allied cause.

August 9, 1944
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. SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

I read with the greatest interest your communication on the
front situation in Northern France and acquainted myself with
your plan for encircling and destroying the main German forces.
I wish you all success in carrying out the plan.

Thank you for the good wishes and for.the news about your
forthcoming meeting with Marshal Tito.

August 14, ‘1944

¢

SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

After a talk with Mr Mikolajczyk I instructed the Red Army
Command to drop munitions intensively into the Warsaw area.
A liaison officer was parachuted, but headquarters report that he
did not reach his objective, being killed by the Germans.

Now, after probing more deeply into the Warsaw affair, I have
come to the conclusion that the Warsaw action is a reckless and
fearful gamble, taking a heavy toll of the population. This would
not have been the case had Soviet headquarters been informed
beforehand about the Warsaw action and had the Poles main-
tained contact with them.

Things being what they are, Soviet headquarters have decided
that they must dissociate themselves from the Warsaw adventure
since they cannot assume either direct or indirect responsibility
for it.

2. T have received your communication about the meeting with
Marshal Tito and Prime Minister Subagi¢. Thank you for the
information.

3. The successful Allied landing in Southern France is very
heartening. 1 wish them every success.

August 16, 1944
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SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. D. ROOSEVELT

I have received your message on Pacific affairs and I appre-
ciate the importance you attach to them. We, too, attach consider-
able importance to your success there. At the same time 1 feel
sure that you are well aware of the effort exerted by our forces
in order to ensure success of the struggle that has now been
joined in Europe. This gives us reason to hope that the day is not
far off when we shall succeed in fulfilling our urgent task and be
able to turn to other matters. It is my wish that General Deane
will even now cooperate fruitfully with our Staff.

August 22, 1944

SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. ROOSEVELT,
AND THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

The message from you and Mr Churchjll about Warsaw has
reached me. I should like to state my views.

Sooner or Jlater the truth about the handful of power-seeking
criminals who launched the Warsaw adventure will out. Those
elements, playing on the credulity of the inhabitants of Warsaw,
exposed practically unarmed people to German guns, armour and
aircraft. The result is a situation in which every day is used, not
by the Poles for freeing Warsaw, but by fhe Hitlerites, who are
cruelly exterminating the civil population.

From the military point of view the situation, which keeps Ger-
man attention riveted to Warsaw, is highly unfavourable both to
the Red Army and to the Poles. Nevertheless, the Soviet troops,

“ who of late have had to face renewed German counter-attacks,
are doing all they can to repulse the Hitlerite sallies and go over
to a new large-scale offensive near Warsaw. I can assure you that
the Red Army will stint no effort to crush the Germans at Warsaw
and liberate it for the Poles. That will be the best, really effective,
help to the anti-Nazi Poles.

August 22, 1944
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. SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

_This morning, August 24, the squadron of one battleship and
e{ghl desiroyers, transferred to the Soviet Union by Great Brit-
ain, arrived salely at the Soviet port of which you are aware.

I wish to convey to you and to the Government of Great Brit-
ain heartfelt thanks on my own behalf and on behalf of the Soviet

Goyemment for this vital aid to the Armed Forces of the Soviet,
Union.

August 24, 1944
14 .

SECRET AND PERSONAL
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. ROOSEVELT

I have received your message about participation of the Soviet
Union Republics in the International Security Organisation,

I attach the utmost importance to the statement made by the
Soviet Delegation on the subject. Since the constitutional changes
in our country early this year the Governments of the Union Re-
publics have been taking very careful note of the friendly
countries’ reaction to the extension of their rights in international
relations, set down in the Soviet Constitution. You know, of
course, that the Ukraine and Byelorussia, for instance, which are
members of the Soviet Union, surpass some countries in popula-
tion and political importance, countries which we all agree
should be among the founders of the International Organisation.
I. hope, therefore, to have an opportunity of explaining to you the
political importance of the question raised by the Soviet Delega-
tion at Dumbarton Oaks.

September 7, 1944

/35



SECRET AND PERSONAL
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mx F. ROOSEVELT

I am in receipt of your message on the Dumbarton Oaks dis-
cussions.5¢ .

It is my wish, too, that those important discussions be brought
to a successful close. This may play a prominent part in further-
ing cooperation between our countries and promoting future
peace and security as a whole.

The voting procedure in the Council will, I feel, be of appreci-
able importance to the success of the International Security Or-
ganisation because it is essential that the Council should base
its work on the principle of agreement and unanimify between
the four leading Powers on all matters, including those that
directly concern one of these Powers. The original American pro-
posal for establishing a special voting procedure in the event of a
dispute directly involving one or several members of the Coun-
cil who have the status of permanent members is, I think, sound.
Otherwise the agreement we reached at the Tehran Conference,
where we were guided by the desire to ensure above all the four-
Power unity of action so vital to preventing future aggression,
will be reduced to nought.

This unity implies, naturally, that there must be no suspicions
among the Powers. As to the Soviet Union, it cannot very well
ignore the existence of certain absurd prejudices which often
hamper a genuinely objective attitude to the U.S.S.R. Further-
more, other countries should likewise weigh the likely conse-
quences of lack of unity among the leading Powers.

I hope you will appreciate the importance of these considera-
tions and that we shall arrive at an agreed decision on this
matter.

September 14, 1944
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SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. ROOSEVELT

I have received the message from you and Mr Churchill about
the Quebec Conference, informing me of your future military
plans. Your communication shows the important tasks ahead of
the U.S. and British armed forces. Allow me to wish you and your
armies every success.

At present Soviet troops are mopping up the Baltic group of
German fotces which threatens our right flank. Without wiping
out this group we shall not be able to thrust deep into Eastern
Germany. Besides, our forces have two immediate aims—to knock
Hungary out of the war and to probe the German defences on the
Eastern Front and, if the situation proves favourable, pierce
them.

September 29, 1944

SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

I have received the message from you and Mr Roosevelt about
the Quebec Conference, informing me of your future military
plans. Your communication shows the important tasks ahead of
the U.S. and British armed forces.

Allow me to wish you and your armies every success.

At present Soviet troops are mopping up the Baltic group of
German forces, which threatens our right flank. Without wiping
out this group we shall not be able to thrust deep into Eastern -
Germany. Besides, our forces have two immediate aims—to knock
Hungary out of the war and to probe the German defences on the
Eastern Front and, if the situation proves favourable, pierce them.

September 29, 1944
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SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Your message of September 27 received.

I share your conviction that stable harmony between the three
leading Powers is an earnest of future peace and is in tune with
the hopes cherished by all peace-loving nations. The consistency
of our Governments in this policy in the post-war period, like
that achieved during this great war, will, I believe, be the deci-
sive thing.

Certainly I should like very much to meet you and the Presi-
dent. I think it very important to our common cause. I must, how-
ever, make a reservation as far as | am concerned: my doclors ad-
vise against undertaking long journeys. I shall have to bow to
this for some time to come. )

I wholeheartedly welcome your desire to come to Moscow in
October. Military and other problems of great importance need
to be discussed. Should anything keep you from coming, we
should, naturally, be glad to see Mr Eden.

Your communication on the plans for the President’s visit to
Europe is very interesting. I, too, feel sure that he will win the
election.

As regards Japan, our attitude remains the same as it was in
Tehran.

I and Molotov send you our best wishes.

September 30, 1944

SECRET AND PFERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

You message of October 4 received.
Landing arranged at the Sarabuz air field near Simferopol.
Direct your signal aircralt thither.

October 5, 1944

738

SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
: TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. ROOSEVELT

I was somewhat puzzled by your message of October 5. | had
imagined that Mr Churchill was coming to Moscow in keeping
with an agreement reached with you at Quebec. It appears, how-
ever, that my supposition is at variance with reality.

1 do not know what points Mr Churchifl and Mr Eden want to
discuss in Moscow. Neither of them has said anything to me so
far. In a message, Mr Churchill expressed the wish to come to
Moscow if it was all right with me. 1 agreed, of course. That is
how matters stand with the Churchill visit to Moscow.

I shall keep you informed, according as I clear up things with
Mr Churchill,

October 8, 1944

MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT
FROM MARSHAL STALIN
AND PRIME MINISTER CHURCHILL

In an informal discussion we have taken a preliminary view of
the situation as it affects us and have planned out the course of
our meetings, social and others. We have invited Messrs Miko-
lajezyk, Romer and Grabski to come at once for further conversa-
tions with us and with the Polish National Committee. We have
agreed not to refer in our discussions to the Dumbarton Oaks is-
sues, and that these shall be taken up when we three can meet
together. We have to consider the best way of reaching an agreed
policy about the Balkan countries, including Hungary and Tur-
key. We have arranged for Mr Harriman to sit in as an observer
at all the meetings, where business of importance is to be trans-
acted, and for General Deane to be present . whenever military
topics are raised. We have arranged for technical contacts be-
tween our high officers and General Deane on military aspects,
and for any meetings which may be necessary later in our pres-
ence and that of the two Foreign Secretaries together with
Mr Harriman. We shall keep you fully informed ourselves about
the progress we make.
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2. We take this occasion to send you our heartiest good wishes
and to offer our congratulations on the prowess of the United
States forces and upon the conduct of the war in the West by
General Eisenhower.

CHURCHILL

STALIN
October 10, 1944

October 12, 1944
| TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr CHURCHILL

Dear Mr Churchill, .

I am in receipt of your letter of October 12, in which you
suggest holding the military talks on the 14th, at 10 p.m. |
agree with the proposal and with your plan for the conference.
[ suggvst that we hold the discussions in Molotov's office in the
Kremlin,

Sincerely yours,
J. STALIN

TO Mr WINSTON CHURCHILL,
PRIME MINISTER OF GREAT BRITAIN

Moscow

Dear Mr Churchill,

On the occasion of your departure from Moscow please accept
from me two modest gifts as souvenirs of your sojourn in the
Soviet capital: the vase “Man in a Boat” is for Mrs Churchill and
the vase “With Bow Against Bear” for yourself.

Once again 1 wish you good health and good cheer.

J. STALIN
October 19, 1944
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SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. ROOSEVELT

During the stay of Mr Churchill and Mr Eden in Moscow we
exchanged views on a number of issues of common interest. Am-
bassador Harriman will assuredly have informed you of all the
important talks. 1 also know that the Prime Minister intended
sending you his appraisal of the talks. For my part I can say that
they were very useful in acquainting us with each other’s views on
such matters as the future of Germany, the Polish question, policy
on the Balkans and major problems of future military policies. The
talks made it plain that we can without undue difficulty coordinate
our policies on all important issues and that even if we cannot en-
sure immediate solution of this or that problem, such as the Polish
question, we have, nevertheless, more favourable prospects in this
respect as well. 1 hope that the Moscow talks will be useful also
in other respects, that when we three meet we shall be able to
take specific decisions on all the pressing matters of common in-
terest to us.

2. Ambassador Gromyko has informed me of his recent talk
with Mr Hopkins, who told him that you could arrive at the Black
Sea late in November and meet with me on the Soviet Black Sea
coast. 1 should very much welcome your doing so. My talk with
the Prime Minister convinced me that he shares the idea. In other
words, the three of us could meet late in November to examine
the questions that have piled up since Tehran. I shall be glad to
hear from you about this.

October 19, 1944



SECRET AND PERSONAL
FROM PREMIER J. V., STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr. F. ROOSEVELT

1 have received your message of October 21 concerning your
intention to recognise the existing French authorities as the Pro-
visiona! Government of France and to esfablish a zone of the in-
terior under French administration. The British Government, too,
has notified the Soviet Government of its desire to recognise the
Provisional Government of France. As regards the Soviet Union,
. it welcomes the decision to recognise the French Provisional
Government and has already given proper instructions to its rep-
resentative in Paris.

October 22, 1944

SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

I have received your message of October 24 informing me of
the Norwegians’ intention to send a token force of two hundred to
Northern Norway. I must say that in a talk with Molotov the Nor-
wegian Ambassador spoke of more substantial measures against
the Germans on the part of the Norwegians.

If you could launch naval operations of some kind against the
Germans in Norway they would be helpful.

Congratulations on your safe return to London and my best
wishes.

October 24, 1944
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SECRET AND PERSONAL
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT,

Mr F. ROOSEVELT

Your message af October 25 to hand.

If a meeting on the Soviet Black Sea coast, as suggested by
you earlier, is all right with you, I should think it highly desir-
able to carry out that plan. Conditions are quite favourable for a
meeting there. I hope the safe entry of your ship into the Black
Sea will also be possible by that time. My doctors advise for the
time being against long journeys so I must take their view into
account.

I shall be glad to see you if you find it possible to make the
voyage.

October 29, 1944

SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Your message of October 31 is to hand.

At the request of the Norwegian Government and in keeping
with your previous message, | have instructed the Soviet military
authoritics to receive the Norwegian unit arriving at Murmansk
from Britain and to send it to the liberated Norwegian territory,
where it will be under the general guidance of the Soviet
Command.

As for other Norwegian military groups, that, I think, is a mat-
ter for the Norwegian Government to decide.

I have no specific proposals for British naval forces taking part
in liberating Norway. Any step you might take towards that end
would be welcomed. :

November 7, 1944
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SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN'
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Thank you for your message of November 5.

1 was glad to learn that you now have eflective control of the
approaches to so important a port as Antwerp. I hope your prep-
arations for a new offensive are making good progress and that
soon the Germans will again experience the force  of powerful
Anglo-American blows.

With regard to Yugoslavia, I have been advised that the trend
is favourable to the Allies. Dr. Subagi¢ plans o come to Moscow
to tell us about his latest meetings with Marshal Tito. It appears
that we can count on the formation of a United Yugoslav
Government before long.

As to Polish affairs, it must be admitted that Mr Mikolajezyk. to
the detriment of his own chances, is wasting much valuable time.

Thank you for your congratulations on the Soviet forces’ ad-
vance to Budapest. Our troops are pushing on in Hungary, though
they are having to overcome numerous difficulties on the way.
With regard to the 32 German divisions left in Latvia we are tak-
ing the necessary steps to accelerate their destruction. Rain and
fog have greatly handicapped our operations in that afea in the
pait few days. The delay, however, has enabled us to step up
preparations for forthcoming decisive operations.

It is now safe to say that the President has won the election,
and with a big majority. In the Soviet Union the news will be
hailed as another victory for all of us.

November 9, 1944

FOR PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT

Sent on November 9, 1944 Washington

1 congratulate you on your re-election. I am confident that un,
der your tried and tested leadership the American people will,
jointly with the peoples of the Soviet Union, Great Britain and
the other democratic countries, round off the struggle against the
common foe and ensure victory in the name of liberating man-

kind from Nazl tyranny.
J. STALIN

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

The nex\_/slof the sinking of the Tirpitz by British aircrait has
greatly rejoiced us. The pilots have every reason to be proud of
their feat.

P.{ere's wishing you success in the large-scale operations of
which you have apprised me,

Best wishes.

November 13, 1944

Sent on November 16, 1944

TO THE PRIME MINISTER OF GREAT BRITAIN,
My CHURCHILL

Tl'lank you for your congratulations and good wishes for the
anniversary of the Soviet State. I am confident that the growing
alliance of our two countries will promote victory over our com-
mon foe and serve lasting peace throughout the world.

J. STALIN
November 20, 1944

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Thank yop for keeping me posted about your talks with
de Qa ulle. I read your communications with interest. I have nothing
against the proposal for an eventual meeting between the three
of us and the French if the President is willing, but we must first
reach final agreement on the time and place of the meeting of us
three. ‘

Recently General de Gaulle expressed the wish to come to Mos-
cow to contact Soviet Government leaders. We told him we were
willing, and we expect the French to reach Moscow by the end of
the r}lonth. They have not yet-specified the points they would like
to discuss. Anyway, 1 shall inform you of them after the talks
with de Gaulle.
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PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V, STALIN
TO PRESIDENT F. ROOSEVELT

It is too bad that your naval authorities question the advisabii-
ity of your original idea that the three of us should meet on the
Soviet Black Sea coast. There is no objection, as far as I am con-
cerned, to the time of meeting suggested by you—Ilate January or
early February; I expect, however, that we shall be able to select
one of the Soviet sea ports. I still have to pay heed to my doctors’
warning of the risk involved in long journeys.

Even so I hope that we shall be able to reach final agreement—
a little later if not now—on a place acceptable to all of us.

Best wishes.

November 23, 1944

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W, CHURCHILL

Dr. Subasi¢ is leaving Moscow today after a brief visit. I had
a talk with him, as well as with Kardelj, Vice-Chairman of the
National Committee, and Simi¢, the Yugoslav Ambassador. The
talk showed that the agreement reached by Marshal Tito and Su-
basi¢ about a United Yugoslav Government is likely to benefit
Yugoslavia and that its implementation should not be delayed.
You are probably aware of the agreement, and, 1 hope, will have
no objection, especially after you talk with Suba3i¢ who is now on
his way to London. Now that Belgrade has been liberated and
that the Yugoslavs—Serbs, Croats, Slovenes and others—are
ready to unite and work together, support by our Governments
for the joint efforts of the peoples of Yugoslavia will be another
blow to the Hitlerites and will considerably further the common
Allied cause.

November 24, 1944
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Sent on November 29, 1944

FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Heartfelt congratulations on your birthday. I send you my
friendly wishes for long years of good health and good cheer for
the benefit of our common cause.

SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V, STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

As regards the Western bloc, so far I have little information
about it, and the newspaper reports are contradictory. 1 am
grateful to you for the promise to keep me informed about devel-
opments, and 1 myself am ready to reciprocate.

I read with interest your message on military operations in the
West. True, weather is npw a serious obstacle.

I shall not fail to profft by your kind advice and shall inform
you of anything worthy of special attention.

December 1, 1944

MOST SECRET AND PERSONAL
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

The indications are that de Gaulle and his friends, who have
arrived in the Soviet Union, will raise two questions.

1. Concluding a Franco-Soviet pact of mutual aid similar to
the Anglo-Soviet pact.
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We shall find it hard to object. But I should like to know what
you think. What do you advise.
. 2. De Gaulle will probably suggest revising the eastern fron-
tier of France and shifting it to the left bank of the Rhine. There
is talk, too, about a plan for forming a Rhine-Westphalian region
under international control. Possibly French participation in
the control is likewise envisaged. In other words, the French pro-
posal for shifting the frontier line to the Rhine will compete with
the plan for a Rhineland region under international control.

I would like your advice on this matter as well.

I have sent a similar message o the President.

December 2, 1944

MOST SECRET AND PERSONAL
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO PRESIDENT F. ROOSEVELT

The indications are that de Gaulle and his friends, who have
arrived in the Sovlet Union, will raise two questions,

1. Concluding a Franco-Soviet pact of mutual aid similar to
the Anglo-Soviet pact.

We shall find it hard to object. But I should like to know what
yqu think. What do you advise.

2. De Gaulle will probably suggest revising the eastern fron-
tier of France and shifting it to the left bank of the Rhine. There
is talk, too, about a plan for forming a Rhine-Westphalian region
under international control. Possibly French participation in
the control is likewise envisaged. In other words, the French pro-
posal for shifting the frontier line to the Rhine will compete with
the plan for a Rhineland region under international control.

I would like your advice on this matter as well. '
I have sent a similar message to Mr Churchill.

December 2, 1944

PERSONAL AND SECRET
I'ROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT,
Mr,F. ROOSEVELT

The meeting with General de Gaulle provided the opportunity
for a friendly exchange of views on Franco-Soviet relations. In
the course of the talks General de Gaulle, as I had anticipated,
brought up {wo major issues—the French frontier on the Rhine
and a Franco-Soviet mutual aid pact patterned on the Anglo-So-
viet Trealy. .

As to the French frontier on the Rhine, I said, in effect, that
the matter could not be seitled without the knowledge and con-
sent of our chief Allies, whose forces are waging a liberation
struggle against the Germans on French soil. | stressed the dif-
ficulty of the problem.

Concerning the proposal for a Franco-Soviet mutual aid pact |
pointed to the need for a thorough study of the matter and for
clearing up the legal aspects, in particular the question of who in
France in the present circumstances is to ratify such a pact. This
means the French will have to offer a number of elucidations,
which I have yet to receive from them.

I shall be obliged for a reply to this message and for your com-
ments on these points,

I have sent a similar message to Mr Churchill.

Best wishes.

December 3, 1944

PERSONAL AND SECRET
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL,
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN

I have received your reply to my message about the Franco-
Soviet pact and the French frontier on the Rhine. Thank you
for your advice.
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By the time your reply came we had begun talks on the pact
with the French. I and my colleagues approve of your suggestion
that a tripartite Anglo-Franco-Soviet pact, improved in compari-
son with the Anglo-Soviet one, would be preferable. We have
suggested a tripartite pact to de Gaulle, but have had no reply
so far.

I am behind in replying to the other messages [ have had from
you. I hope to be able to answer them soon.

December 7, 1944

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Your message on Mikolajczyk received.

It has become obvious since my last meeting with Mr Miko-
lajczyk in Moscow that he is incapable of helping a Polish settle-
ment. Indeed, his negative role has been revealed. It is now evi-
dent that his negotiations with the Polish National Committee are
designed to cover up those . who, behind his back, engaged in
criminal terror acts against Soviet officers and Soviet. people
generally on Polish territory. We cannot tolerate this state of
affairs. We cannot tolerate terrorists, instigated by the Polish
émigrés, assassinating our people in Poland and waging a crim-
inal struggle against the Soviet forces liberating Poland. We
look on these people as allies of our common enemy, and as
. o their radio correspondence with Mr Mikolajczyk, which we
found on émigré agents arrested on Polish territory, it not only
exposes their treacherous designs, it also casts a shadow on
Mr Mikolajczyk and his men.

Ministerial ‘changes in the émigré Government no longer de-
serve serious attention. For these elements, who have lost touch
with the national soil and have no contact with iheir people, are
merely marking time. Meanwhile the Polish Committee of Na-
tional Liberation has made substantial progress in consolidating
its national, democratic organisations on Polish soil, in imple-
menting a land reform in favour of the peasants and in expand-
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ing its armed forces, and enjoys great prestige among the pop-
ulation. )

I think that our task now is to support the National Commit-
tee in Lublin and all who want to cocperate and are capable
of cooperating with it. This is particularly important to the
Allies in view of .the need for accelerating the defeat of the Ger-
mans.

December 8, 1944

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Both your messages of December 2 received. Of course, we
must ensure complete coordination and effectiveness of our opera-
tions against the Germans in Yugoslavia. A report has been sub-
mitted to me concerning the proposal, received from the Com-
bined Chiefs of Staff on November 29, for establishing a new
boundary line for the operations of the Soviet and Allied air
forces in Yugoslavia. You are probably aware that as early as
December 3 our General Staff agreed that the boundary should be
established along the line Sarajevo-Mokro-Sokolac-Babrun-Uvac-
Prijepolje-Sjenica-Pe¢ through Prilep to the southern frontier of
Yugoslavia, it being understood that Peé and Prilep would re-
main in the sphere of operations of the Soviet air forces, a.nd
along the southern frontier of Bulgaria. I presume that that line
meets your wishes. )

As to the other questions, I hope our military representatives
will be able to settle them.

December 8, 1944
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PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

I informed General de Gaulle of your opinion that an Anglo-
Franco-Soviet mutual aid pact was preferable and declared for
your proposal. General de Gaulle, however, insisted on a Franco-
Soviet pact, suggesting that a tripartite pact be the next stage,
because the matter required preparation.. Meanwhile we received
a message from the President, saying that he had no objection to
a Franco-Soviet pact. As a result we agreed on a pact which was
signed today. The text will be published when General de Gaulle
reaches Paris.

I think de Gaulle's visit has yielded positive results; not only
will it help strengthen Franco-Soviet relations, it will be a con-
tribution to the common cause of the Allies.

December 10, 1944

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STATIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr F, ROOSEVELT

Thank you for your communication on the subject of France.
General de Gaulle and I have arrived at the conclusion that the
Franco-Soviet mutual aid pact will benefit both Franco-Soviet re-
lations and European securily in general. The pact was signed
today.

As?,.to the post-war frontier of France, examination of this ques-
tion has, as I informed you, been deferred.

December 10, {944

.PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

1 have received your message and the copy of your letter to
Marshal Tito.

Before expressing an opinion on the issues raised in your mes-
sage to Marshal Tito I should like to have the Marshal's views
on these matters. 1 bear out your statement that the Soviet and
British Governments agrced in Moscow on pursuing, as far as
feasible, a joint policy on Yugoslavia. I hope you will be able to
come lo terms with Marshal Tito and give your backing to the
agreement reached between him and Mr Subasi¢.

2. 1 have received your message concerning the German T5
torpedo. Soviet seamen have actually captured two German acous-
tic torpedoes, which our experts are now examining. Unfortu-
nately we cannot at the moment send one of them to Britain
because both have been damaged by explosion, so that in order
to examine and test the torpedo, the damaged parts of one tor-
pedo will have to be replaced by those of the other, otherwise
it will be impossible to examine and test it. Hence the alterna-
tive: either the drawings and descriptions of the torpedo can be
turned over to the British Military Mission at once, as the
torpedo is examined, and after examination and tests are finished
the torpedo itself can be handed over to the British Admiralty;
or British experts could leave for the Soviet Union at once to
examine the torpedo in detail on the spot and make the required
drawings. We are ready to provide you with either opportunity.

December 14, 1944

PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN '
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Thank you for your céngratulations and good wishes for
my birthday. 1 have always greally apprecialted your friendly
sentiments.

December 25, 1944
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PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J, V. STALIN
. TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

It goes without saying that I shall welcome the conclusion of
an Anglo-French treaty.

I greatly appreciale your praise for the Kufuzov film and shall
not fail to convey your comment to those who made it.
Best wishes.

December 25, 1944

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN -
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

I have received your message about a competent officer com-
ing to Moscow from Gen. Eisenhower,

I have already advised the President of my concurrence and
readiness to exchange information with the said officer.

December 25, 1944

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr F, ROOSEVELT

I have received your message ahout the sending of a competent
officer from Geh. Eisenhowe:’s staff 1o Moscow.

It goes without saying that I agree to your proposal, and, by
the same token, I am ready to meet the officer from Gen. Eisen-
hower’s stafl and to exchange information with him.

December 25, 1944

Sent on December 26, 1944

TO FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT,
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

The White House, Washington

Please accept my thanks for your congratulations and good

wishes on the occaslon of my birthday. »
J. STALIN

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. ROOSEVELT

Your message reached me through Mr Harriman on Decem-
ber 14.

I fully share your opinion that before the general conference of
the United Nations meets to discuss the founding of an Interna-
tional Organisation it would be advisable for us to reach agree-
ment on the more important problems that found no solution at

.Dumbarton Oaks, primarily on the voting procedure in the

Security Council, 1 feel it necessary to recall that the original
American draft stressed the necessity of drawing up special rules
with regard to voting procedure in the event of a dispute directly
affecting one or several permanent members of the Council. The
British draft, too, pointed out that the general procedure of set-
tling disputes between the Great Powers, should disputes arise,
might prove unworkable. .

In this connection paragraphs 1 and 2 of your proposal do not
give rise to any objections and can be accepted, it being under-
stood that paragraph 2 is concerned with questions of procedure
mentioned in Chapter VI, Section D.’

As to paragraph 3 of your proposal, 1 regret to say that I can-
not accept it as worded by you. As acknowledged by you, the
principle of unanimity of the permanent members is indispensable
in all Council decisions determining a threat to peace, as well as
in those calling for action to remove the threat or to crush aggres-
sion or other breaches of peace. In adopting decisions on these
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questions there should without doubt be complete agreement
among the Powers who are permanent members of the Council

and who bear the chief responsibility for the maintenance of peace-

and security. It goes without saying that any attempt to bar at
any stage one or several permanent members of the Council fromr
voting on the questions mentioned above, and this, theoretically
speaking, is possible, and it may even be that the majority of the
permanent members find themselves excluded from particip * .

in settling an issue—could have dire consequences for the preser-
vation of international security. This runs counter to the prin-
ciple of agreement and unanimity in the decisions of the four
leading Powers and may result in some of the Great Powers
being played against others—a development which would be
likely to undermine universal security. The small countries are
interested in preventing that just as much as the Great Powers,
for a split among the Great Powers who have united to safe-
guard peace and the security of all freedom-loving nations is,
fraught with the most dangerous consequences to all those states..

That is why I must insist on our former stand as to the voting
in the Security Council. As I see it this attitude will ensure four-
Power unity for the new International Organisation and help te
prevent attempts at playing some of the Great Powers against
others, which is vital to their joint struggle against future aggres-
sion. Such a situation would, naturally, safeguard the interests
of the small nations in maintaining their security and would be
in keeping with the interests of universal peace.

I'hope that you will fully appreciate the importance of the con-
siderations set forth above in support of the principle of unanimity,
qf the four leading Powers and that we shall arrive at agreed de-
cisions on this point, as well as on certain other points still out-
standing, On the basis of an agreed decision our representatives
could work out a final draft and discuss the measures necessary
for the early convening of a general United Nations conference.

December 26, 1944

_ PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. ROOSEVELT

Your message on Polish affairs reached me on December 20.

As to Mr Stettinius’ statement of December 18, I should prefer
to comment on it when we meet. At any rate events in Poland
have already gone far beyond that which .is- reflected in the said
statement.

A number of things that have taken place since Mr Mikolaj-
czyk’s last visit to Moscow, in particular the wireless correspond-
ence with the Mikolajezyk Government, which we found on ter-
rorists arrested in Poland—underground agents of the émigré
Government—demonstrate beyond all doubt that Mr Mikolajczyk's
talks with the Polish National Committee served to cover up those
elements who, behind Mr Mikolajczyk’s back, had been en-
gaged in terror against Soviet officers and soldiers in Poland. We
cannot tolerate a situation in which terrorists, instigated by Pol-
ish émigrés, assassinate Red Army soldiers and officers in Po-
land, wage a criminal struggle against the Soviet forces engaged
in liberating Poland and directly aid our enemies, with whom
they are virtually in league. The substitution of Arciszewski for
Mikolajczyk and the ministerial changes in the émigré Govern-
ment in general have aggravated the situation and have resulted
in a deep rift between Poland and the émigré Government.

Meanwhile the National Committee has made notable progress
in consolidating the Polish state and the machinery of state
power on Polish soil, in expanding and strengthening the Polish
Army, in implementing a number of important government meas-
ures, primarily the land reform in favour of the peasants. These
developments have resulted in the consolidation of the demo-
cratic forces in Poland and in an appreciable increase in the pres-
tige of the National Committee among the Polish peopleé and
large sections of the Poles abroad.

As I see it, we must now be interested in supporting the Na-.
tional Committee and all who are willing to cooperate and who are
capable of cooperating with-it, which is of special moment for the
Allies and for fulfilment of our common task—accelerating the
defeat of Hitler Germany. For the Soviet Union, which is bearing
the whole burden of the struggle for frecing Poland from the Ger-
man invaders, the problem of relations with Poland is, in present
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circumstances, a matter of everyday, close and friendly relations
with an authority brought into being by the Polish people on
their own soil, an authority which -has already grown strong and
has armed forces of its own, which, together with the Red Army,
are fighting the Germans.

I must say frankly that in the event of the Polish Committee
of National Liberation becoming a Provisional Polish Govern-
ment, the Soviet Government will, in view of the foregoing, have
no serious reasons for postponing its recognition. It should be
borne in mind that the Soviet Union, more than any other Power,
has a slake in strengthening a pro-Ally and democratic Poland,
not only because it is bearing the brunt of the struggle for Po-
land’s liberation, but also because Poland borders on the Soviet
Union and because the Polish problem is inseparable from that
of the security of the Soviet Union. To this I should add that the
Red Army's success in fighting the Germans in Poland largely
depends on a tranquil and reliable rear in Poland, and the Polish
National Committee is fully cognisant of this circumstance,
whereas the émigré Government and its underground agents by
their acts of terror threaten civil war in the rear of the Red Army
and counter its successes.

On the other hand, in the conditions now prevailing in Poland
there are no grounds for continuing to support the émigré Gov-
ernment, which has complelely forfeited the trust of the popula-
tion inside the country and which, moreover, threatens civil war
in the rear of the Red Army, thereby injuring our common inter-
est in the success of the struggle we are waging against the
Germans. I think it would be only natural, fair and beneficial to
our common cause if the Governments of the Allied Powers
agreed as a first step o exchange representatives at this junclure
with the National Committee with a view to its later recognition as
the lawful government of Poland, after it has proclaimed itself
the Provisional Government of Poland. Unless this is done ] fear
that the Polish people’s trust in the Allied Powers may diminish.
I think we should not countenance a situation in which Poles
can say that we are sacrificing the interests of Poland lo those of
a handful of émigrés in London.

December 27, 1944
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~ PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

I have received your message informing me that you prefer to
send British experts to the Soviet Union to examine the German
torpedo on the spot. Appropriate instructions have, therefore,
been given to the relevant Soviet military authorities.

December 27, 1944

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. ROOSEVELT

Your message of December 31 received.

I am very sorry that I have not succeeded in convincing you of
the correctness of the Soviet Government's stand on the Polish
question. Nevertheless, 1 hope events will convince you that the
National Committee has always given important help to the Al-

. lies, and continues to do so, particularly to the Red Army, in the

striiggle against Hitler Germany, while the émigré Government
in London is disorganising that struggle, thereby helping the
Germans.

Of course 1 quite understand your proposal for postponing
recognition of the Provisional Government of Poland by the So-
viet Union for a month. But one circumstance makes me power-
less to comply with your wish. The point is that on December 27
the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the U.S.S.R., replying to
a corresponding question by the Poles, declared that it would
recognise the Provisional Government of Poland the moment it
was set up. This circumstance makes me powerless to comply "
with your wish. :

Allow me to congratulate you on the New Year and to wish
you good health and success.

January 1, 1945



PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

You, no doubt, know already that the Polish National Council
in Lublin has announced its decision to transform the National
Committee into a Provisional Nationdl Government of the Polish
Republic. You are well aware of our attitude to the National
Committee, which, in our view, has already won great prestige
in Poland and is the lawful exponent of the will of the Polish
people. The decision to make it the Provisional Government
seems to us quite {imely, especially now that Mikolajczyk has
withdrawn from the émigré Government and that the latter has
thereby lost all semblance of a government. | think that Poland
cannot be left without a government. Accordingly, the Soviet
Government has agreed to recognise the Provisional Polish
Government.

1 greatly regret that 1 have not succeeded in fully convincing
you of the correctness of the Soviet Government’s stand on the
Polish question. Still, I hope the events will show that our recog-
nition of the Polish Government in Lublin is in keeping with the
interests of the common cause of the Allies and that it will help
accelerate the defeat of Germany.

[ enclose for your information the two messages I sent to the
President on the Polish question. _

2. I know that the President has your consent to a meeting of
the three of us at the end of the month or early in Februarv T
shall be glad to see you both on our soil and hope that our j.'.
work will be a success,

I take this opportunity to send you New Year greetings and to
wish you the best of health and success.

January 3, 1945
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PERSONAL AND MOST SECRET
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Your message of January 6 reached me in the evening of Jan-
uary 7. :

lyam sorry to say that Air Marshal Tedder has not yet arrived
in Moscow.

It is extremely important to take advantage of our superiority
over the Germans in guns and aircraft. What we need for the
purpose is clear flying weather and the absence of low mists
that prevent aimed artillery fire. We are mounting an offensive,
but at the moment the weather is unfavourable. Still, in view of
our Allies’ position on the Western Front, GHQ of the Supreme
Command have decided to complete preparations at a rgpid rate
and, regardless of weather, to. launch large-scale offensive oper-
ations along the entire Central Front not later than the second
half of January. Rest assured we shall do all in our power to sup-
port the valiant forces of our Allies.

January 7, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECR(ET'FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

I agree to the use of “Argonaut” as a code name for all mes-
sages on the meeting, as suggested in your message of Janua-
1y 5. )

In accordance with the proposal sent by the President, I want
your agreement to Yalta as the place and February 2 as the date .
for the meeting.

January 10, 1945
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PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Your message on the Yugoslav question received. Thank you
for the information,
. I accept your proposal for putting the Tito-Subadi¢ agree-
ment into effect. By doing so we shall stave off eventual com-
plications. 1 hope you have already informed the President.

January 13, 1945

PERSONAL AND MOST SECRET
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. ROOSEVELT

Today, January 15, I had a talk with Marshal Tedder and the
generals accompanying him. In my view the information we ex-
changed was complete enough. Both parties gave exhaustive an-
swers to the questions. I must say that I was most impressed by
Marshal Tedder.

After four days of offensive operations on the Soviet-German
front I am now in a position to inform you that our offensive is
making satisfactory progress despile unfavourable weather. The
entire Central Front-—from the Carpathians to the Baltic Sea—is
moving westwards. The Germans, though resisting desperately,
are retreating. | feel sure that they will have to disperse their re-
serves between the two fronts and, as a result, relinquish the of-
fensive on the Western Front. I am glad that this circumstance
will ease the position of the Allied troops in the West and ex-
pedite preparations for the offensive planned by General Eisen-
hower.

As regards the Soviet troops, you may rest assured that, de-
spite the difficulties, they will do all in their power to make the
blow as effective as possible. )

January 15, 1945,
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PERSONAL AND MOST SECRET

FROM PREMIER . V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Today ] had a talk with Marshal Tedder and the generals ac-
companying him. I think that the information exchanged was
complete enough, as Marshal Tedder will probably report to you.
Let me add that Marshal Tedder made a very good impression
on me,

Despite unfavourable weather the Soviet offensive is develop-
ing according to plan. The troops are in action all along the Cen-
tral Front, from the Carpathians to the Baltic Sea. Although
offering desperate resistance, the Germans have been forced to
retreat. 1 hope this circumstance will facilitate and expedite
General Eisenhower’s planned offensive on the Western
Front.

January 15, 1945

'PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Your message of January 14 on the Yugoslav question has
reached me.

As far as I am concerned I see no grounds for putting off exe-
cution bf our decision, which I communicated to you last time.
In my view we should not waste lime and thus expose the whole
thing to the trials caused by delay. '

January 16, 1945
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PERSONAL AND MOST SECRET MESSAGE
FROM Mr CHURCHILL TO MARSHAL STALIN

Yugoslavia.
Your message of January 13th, in answer to mine of January

llt}l, received. Many thanks, | sent you another on the 14th to
which I now add the following.

At our suggestion King Peter is discussing with Dr. Subagié

the p(3ssibilily of finding a solution whereby he can accept the Tito-
Subasi¢ agreement.

I think we should give them a litlle more time to work it out.
January 16th, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W, CHURCHILL

Your telegram of January 21 to hand.
I agree to your suggestion that the Press be excluded from

“Argonaut.” 1 have no objection to each party admitting a num-
ber of photographers.

I have replied in similar strain to the President's query.

January 23, 1945

[

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr FRANKLIN D, ROOSEVELT

I have received your cable about the attendance of press repre-
sentatives and photographers at “Argonaut.” 1 have nothing
against your suggestions.

I have sent a similar reply to the Prime Minister's query.

January 23, 1945

SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
’ TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

I have received your message of January 23 on the Yugoslav
question.

I agree that the Tito-Subasi¢ agreement, as agreed between
them, should be put into effect without further delay and that the
three Great Powers should recognise the United Government. 1
think we should not make any reservations whatever in carrying
out this plan.

January 25, 1945

SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. ROOSEVELT

Thank you for the condolences on the occasion of the tragic
death of the Soviet Ambassador in Mexico, K. A. Oumansky,
whose work was highly valued by the Soviet Government.

January 29, 1945

Sent on January 30, 1945

FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. ROOSEVELT

Please accept, Mr President, my heartfelt congratulations and
best wishes on the occasion of your birthday.

PERSONAL AND MOST SECRET
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Your message received.
I and my colleagues have arrived at the meeting place.

February 1, 1945
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TO PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

! “Livadia,” the Crimea

My dear Mr Roosevelt,

Please accept my thanks for the sentiments expressed on be-
half of the American people and the U.S. Government on the occa-
sion of the tragic death of the Soviet Ambassador in Mexico,
K. A. Oumansky, his wife and the three members of the Embassy
staff.

The Soviet Government gratefully accepts your offer to have
their remains sent to Moscow by a U.S. Army plane.

Yours very sincerely,
J. STALIN
Koreiz, February 9, 1945

TO PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D, ROOSEVELT

“Livadia,” the Crimea

My dear Mr Roosevelt, :
Your letter of February 10 received. I fully agree with you that
because the Soviet Union's votes will increase to three owing to

the admission of the Soviet Ukraine and Soviet Byelorussia to ‘

Assembly membership, the number of U.S. votes should. likewise
be increased. o
[ think that the U.S. votes should be raised to three as in the
case of the Soviet Union and its two main Republics. If neces-
sary, I am prepared o give official endorsement to this proposal.
‘ Most sincerely yours,
J. STALIN
Koreiz, February 11, 1945
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PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Please accept my gratitude for the condolences on the death of
General 1. D. Chernyakhovsky, one of the finest Red Army sol-
diers. :

February 21, 1945

Sent on February 27, 1945

PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Please accept my thanks for your high praise of the Red Army’s
contribution to the cause of defeating the German armed forces.

I will gladly convey your grectings to the Red Army on its
twenty-seventh anniversary.

Sent on February 27, 1945

. TO Mr FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT,
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

The White House, Washington

Please accept, Mr President, my gratitude for . your friendly
greetings on the occasion of the 27th anniversary of the Red
Army.

I am confident that the further strengthening of cooperation be-
tween our two countries, which found expression in the decisions
of the Crimea Conlerence, will shortly lead to the complele defeat
of our common enemy and to a lasting peace based on the prin-
ciple of cooperation among all freedom-loving nations.

Jo STALIN
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,PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. ROOSEVELT

Your message of March 4 about prisoners of war received. |
have again conferred with our local representatives in charge of
this matter and can tell you the following:

The difficulties which arose during the early stages of the speedy
evacuation of American prisoners of war from the zones of direct
military operations have decreased substantially. At present the
special agency set up by the Soviet Government to take care of
foreign prisoners of war has adequate personnel, transport facil-
ities and food supplies, and whenever new groups of American
prisoners of war are discovered steps are taken at once to help
them and to evacuate them to assembly points for subsequent
repatriation. According to the information available to the Soviet
Government, there is now no accumulation of U.S. prisoners of
war on Polish territory or in other areas liberated by the Red
Army, because all of them, with the exception of individual sick
men who are in hospital, have been sent to the assembly point
in Odessa, where 1,200 U.S. prisoners of war have arrived so far
and the arrival of the remainder is expected shortly. Hence there
is no need at the moment for U.S. planes to fly from Poltava to
Polish territory in connection with U.S. prisoners of war. You
may rest assured that appropriate measures will immediately be
taken also with regard to American aircraft crews making a
forced landing. This, however, does not rule out cases in which
the help of U.S. aircraft may be required. In this event the Soviet
military authorities will request the U.S. military representalives
in Moscow to send U.S. aircraft from Poltava.

As at the moment I have no proposals to make concerning the
status of the Allied prisoners of war in German hands, 1 sl
like to assure you that we shall do all we can to provide them
with facilities as soon as they find themselves on territory cap-
tured by Soviet troops.

March 5, 1945
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PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. ROOSEVELT

I am in receipt of your message about the evacuation of former
U.S. prisoners of war from Poland.

With regard to your information about allegedly large numbers
of sick and injured Americans in Poland or awaiting evacuation
to Odessa, or who have not contacted the Soviet authorities, I
must say that the information is inaccurate. Actually, apart from
a certain number who are on their way to Odessa, there were
only 17 sick U.S. servicemen on Polish soil as of March 16, 1
have today received a report which says that the 17 men will be
flown to Odessa in a few days.

With reference to the request contained in your message I must
say that il it concerned me personally I would be ready to give
way even to the detriment of my own interests. But in the given
instance the matter concerns the interests of Soviet armies at the
front and of Soviet commanders who do not want to have around
odd officers who, while having no relation to the military opera-
tions, need looking after, want all kinds of ‘meetings and con-
tacts, protection against possible acts of sabotage by German
agents not yet ferreted out, and other things that divert the at-

- tention of the commanders and their subordinates from their di-

rect duties. Our commanders bear full responsibility for the state
of affairs at the front and in the immediate rear, and I do not see
how | can restrict their rights to any extent.

I must also say that U.S. ex-prisoners of war liberated by the
Red Army have been treated to good conditions in Soviet
camps—better conditions than those afforded Soviet ex-prisoners
of war in U.S. camps, where some of them were lodged with Ger-
man war prisoners and were subjected to unfadr treatment and.
uniawful persecutions, including beating, as has been communi-
cated to the U.S. Government on more than one occasion.

March 22, 1945
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PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W, CHURCHILL

I have received your messages.

As regards British prisoners of war, your fears for their wel-
fare are groundless. They have better conditions than the So-
viet prisoners of war in British camps where in a number of
cases they were ill-treated and even beaten. Moreover, they are
no longer in our camps, being on their way to Odessa, whence
they will leave for home.

Thank you for the information on the position on the Western
Front. I have [aith in the strategic talent of Field Marshal Mont-
gomery.

March 23, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM MARSHAL J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. ROOSEVELT

We highly value and attach great importance to the San Fran-
cisco Conference to lay the foundations of an international or-

anisation for peace and security of the nations, but present cir-
cumstances preclude V. M. Molotov’s attendance. I and Molotov
are very sorry about this, but the convening, at the instance of
Deputies to the Supreme Soviet, of a session of the Supreme So-
viet of the U.S.S.R. in April, at which Molotov's attendance is
imperative, makes it impossible for him to attend even the open-
ing session of the Conference.

You are aware that Ambassador Gromyko successfully coped
with his task at Dumbarton Oaks, and we are certain that he
will ably head the Soviet Delegation at San Francisco.

As to the different interpretations, you will appreciate that they
cannot determine the decisions to be taken.

March 27, 1945

/
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. PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. ROOSEVELT

I have analysed the matter raised in your letter of March 25,
and find that the Soviet Government could not have given any
other reply after its representatives were barred from the Berne
negotiations with the Germans for a German surrender and
opening the front to the Anglo-American troops in Northern Italy.

Far from being against, I am all for profiting from cases of
disintegration in the German armies to hasten their surrender on
one or another sector and encourage them to open the front to
Allied forces.

But T agree to such talks with the enemy only in cases where
they do not lead to an easing of the enemy’s position, if the op-
portunity for the Germans to manoeuvre and to use the talks for
switching troops to other seclors, above all to the Soviet front, is
precluded. - .

And it was solely with an eye to providing this guarantee that
the Soviet Government found it necessary to have representatives
of its Military Command take part in such negotiations with the
enemy wherever they might take place—whether in Berne or in
Caserta. I cannot understand why the representatives of the So-
viet Command have been excluded from the - talks and in what
way they could have handicapped the representatives of the Allied

" Command.

I must tell you for your information that the Germans have
already taken advantage of the talks with the Allied Command to
move three divisions from Northern ltaly to the Soviet front.

The task of coordinated operations involving a blow at the Ger-
mans from the West, South and East, proclaimed at the Crimea
Conference, is to hold the enemy on the spot and prevent him
from manoeuvring, from moving his forces to the points where
he needs them most. The Soviet Command is doing this. But
Field Marshal Alexander is not. This circumstance irritates the:
Soviet Command and engenders distrust.

“As a military man,” you write to me, “you will understand
the necessity for prompt action to avoid losing an opportunity
The sending of a flag of truce to your General at Konigsberg or
Danzig would be in the same category.” I am afraid the analogy
does not fit the case. The German troops at Danzig and at
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Konigsberg are encircled. If they surrender they will do so to es-
cape extermination, but they cannot open the front to Soviet
troops because the front has shifted as far west as the Oder. The
German troops in Northern Italy are in an entirely different
position. They are nat encircled and are not faced with exter-
mination. If, nevertheless, the Germans in Northern Italy seek
negotiations in order to surrender and to open the front to the
Allied troops, then they must have some other, more far-reach-
ing aims affecting the destiny of Germany.

I must tell you that if a similar situation had obtained on the
Eastern Front, somewhere on the Oder, providing an opportunity
for a German surrender and for the opening of the front to the
Soviet troops, I should have immediately notified the Anglo-
American Military Command and asked it to send its rep-
resentatives to take part in the talks, for in a situation of this
kind Allies should have nothing to conceal from each other.

March 29, 1945

COPY. SECRET

TO MAJOR-GENERAL JOHN R. DEANE,
HEAD OF THE MILITARY MISSION
OF THE US.A. IN THE US.S.R.

Dear General Deane,

Please convey to General Marshall the following:

On February 20 | received a message from General Marshall
through General Deane, saying that the Germans were forming
two groups for a counter-offensive on the Eastern Front: one in
Pomerania to strike in the direction of Thorn and the other in the
Vienna-Moravskd Ostrava area {o advance in the direction of
Lodz. The southern group was to include the 6th S.S. Panzer
Army. On February 12 I received similar information from Colo-
nel Brinkman, head of the Army Section of the British Military
Mission.
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.I am very much obliged and grateful to General Marshall for
the information, designed to further our common aims, which he
so kindly made available to us.

At the same time it is my duty to inform General Marshall
that the military operations on the Eastern Front in March did
not bear out the information furnished by him. For the battles
showed that the main group of German troops, which included
the 6th S.S. Panzer Army, had been concentrated, not in Pome-
rania or in the Moravskd Ostrava area, but in the Lake Balaton
area, whence the Germans launched their offensive in an attempt
to break through to the Danube and force it south of Buda-
pest.

Thus, the information supplied by General Marshall was at va-
riance with the actual course of events on the Eastern Front in
March, .

It may well be that certain sources of this information wanted
to blufl both Anglo-American and Soviet Headquarters and di-
vert the attention of the Soviet High Command from the area
where the Germans were mounting their main offensive operation
on the Eastern Front.

Despite the foregoing, 1 would ask General Marshall, if pos-
sible, to keep me posted with information about the enemy.

I consider it my duty to convey this information to General
Marshall solely for the purpose of enabling him to draw the prop-
er conclusions in relation to the source of the information.

Please convey to General Marshall my respect and grati-
tude. .

Truly yours,

Army General ANTONOV,
March 30, 1945 Chief of Staff of the Red Army
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PERSONAL, MOST SECRET

FROM MARSHAL J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr ROOSEVELT

I am in receipt of your message on the Berne talks.

You are quite right in saying, with reference to the
talks between the Anglo-American and German Commands
in Berne or elsewhere, that “the matter now stands in an atmos-
phere of regrettable apprehension and mistrust.”

You affirm that so far no negotiations have been entered into.
Apparently you are not fully informed. As regards my military
colleagues, they, on the basis of information in their possession,
are sure that negotiations did take place and that they ended in
an agreement with the Germans, whereby the German Commander
on the Western Front, Marshal Kesselring, is. to open the front to
the Anglo-American troops and let them move east, while the
British and Americans have promised, in exchange, to ease the
armistice terms for the Germans.

I think that my colleagues are not very far from the truth. If
the contrary were the case the exclusion of representatives of the
Soviet Command from the Berne talks would be inexplicable.

Nor can I account for the reticence of the British, who have left
it to you to carry on a correspondence with me on this unpleasant
matter, while they themselves maintain silence, although it is
known that the initiative in the matter of the Berne negotiations
belongs to the British.

I realise that there are certain advantages resulting to the
Anglo-American troops from these separate negotiations in Berne
of in some other place, seeing that the Anglo-American troops
are enabled to advance into the heart of Germany almost with-
out resistance; but why conceal this'from the Russians, and why
were the Russians, their Allies, not forewarned?

And so what we have at the moment is that the Germans on
the Western Front have in fact ceased the war against Britain
and America. At the same time they continue the war against
Russia, the Ally of Britain and the U.S.A. -

Clearly this situation cannot help preserve and promote trust
between our countries.
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I have already written jn a previous message, and I think I
must repeat, that I and my colleagues would never in any circum-
stances have taken such a hazardous step, for we realise that a
momentary advantage, no matter how great, is overshadowed by
the fundamental advantage of preserving and promoting trust
between Allies,

April 3, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

I have received your message of April 1 on the Dolish problem.
In a relevant message to the President, a copy of which 1 am
also sending to you, I have replied to the salient points about
the work of the Moscow Commission on Poland.ss Concerning
the other points in your message, I must say this:

The British and U.S. Ambassadors—members of the Moscow
Commission—refuse to consider the opinion of the Polish Pro-
visional Government and insist on inviting Polish leaders for con-
sultation regardless of their attitude to the decisions of the
Crimea Conference on Poland or to the Soviet Union. They in-
sist, for example, on Mikolajczyk being invited to Moscow for con-
wwination, and they do so in the form of an ultimatum, ignoring
the fact that Mikolajczyk has openly attacked the Crimea Con.
ference decisions on Poland. However, if you deem it necessary,
I shall try to induce the Provisional Polish Government to with-
draw its objections to inviting Mikolajczyk provided he publicly
endorses the decisions of the Crimea Conference on the Polish
question and declares in favour of establishing friendly relations
between Poland and the Soviet Union.

2. You wonder why the Polish military theatre should be veiled
in secrecy. Actually there is no secrecy at all. You forget the
circumstance that the Poles regard the despatch of British or
other foreign observers to Poland as an affront to their national
dignity, especially when it is borne in mind that the Polish Pro-
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visional Government feels the British Government has adopted
an unfriendly attitude towards it. As to the Soviet Government,
it has to take note of the Polish Provisional Government's nega-
tive view on sending foreign observers to Poland. Furthermore,
you know that, given a different attitude towards it, the Polish
Provisional Government would not object to representatives of
other countries entering Poland and, as was the case, for exam-
ple, with representatives of the Czechoslovak Government, the
Yugoslav Government and others, would not put any difficulties
in their way. L

3. I had a pleasant talk with Mrs Churchill who made a deep
impression upon me. She gave me a present from you. Please
accept my heartfelt thanks for it.

April 7, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER ). V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. ROOSEVELT

With reference to your message of April Ist I think I must
make the following comments on the Polish question.

The Polish question has indeed reached an impasse.

What is the reason? T

The reason is that the U.S. and British Ambassadors in Mos-
cow—members of the Moscow Commission—have departed from
the instructions of the Crimea Conference, introducing new ele-
ments not provided for by the Crimea Conference.

Namely: ‘ ‘

(a) At the Crimea Conference the three of us regarded the
Polish Provisional Government as the government now function-
ing in Poland and subject to reconstruction, as the government
that should be the core of a new Government of National Unity,
The U.S. and British Ambassadors in Moscow, however, have de-
parted from that thesis; they ignore the Polish Provisional Gov-
ernment, pay no heed to it and at best place individuals in Po-
land and London on a par with the Provisional Government. Fur-
thermore, they hold that reconstruction of the Provisional Govern-
ment should be understood in terms of its abolition and the estah-
lishment of an entirely new government. Things have gone so far
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that Mr Harriman declared in the Moscow Commission that it
might be that not a single member of the Provisional Gov-
ernment would be included in the Polish Government of National
Unity.

Ogviously this thesis of the U.S. and British Ambassadors
cannot but be strongly resented by the Polish Provisional Gov-
ernment. As regards the Soviel Union, it certainly cannot accept
a thesis that is tantamount to direct violalion of the Crimea
Conference decisions.

(b) At the Crimea Conlerence the three of us held that five
people should be invited for consultation from Poland and three
from London, not more, But the U.S. and British Ambassadors
have abandoned that position and insist that each member of the
Moscow Commission be entitled to invite an unlimited number
from Poland and from London.

Clearly the Soviet Government could not agree to that, be- ‘
cause, according to the Crimea decision, invitations should be serit
not by individual members of the Commission, but by the Com-
mission as a whole, as a body. The demand for no limit to the
number invited for consuliation runs counter to what was envis-
aged at the Crimea Conference.

(c) The Soviet Government proceeds from the assumption tpat
by virtue of the Crimea decisions, those invited for consultation
should be in the first instance Polish leaders who recognise the
decisions of the Crimea Conference, including the one on the
Curzon Line5? and, secondly, who actually want friendly rela-
tions between Poland and the Soviet Union. The Soviet Govern-
ment insists on this because the blood of Soviet soldiers, so free-
ly shed in liberating Poland, and the fact that in the past 30
years the territory of Poland has twice been used by an enemy
for invading Russia, oblige the Soviet Government to ensure
friendly relations between the Soviet Union and Poland.,

The U.S. and British Ambassadors in Moscow, l}owever,ignore
this and want to invite Polish leaders for consultation regard.
less of their attitude to the Crimea decisions and to the Soviet
Union.

+ Such, to my mind, are the factors hindering a settlement of the
Polish problem through mutual agreement.

In order to break the deadlock and reach an agreed decision,

the Tollowing sleps should, 1 think, be taken:
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(1) Affirm that reconstruction of the Polish Provisional Gov-
ernment implies, not its abolition, but its reconstruction by
enlarging it, it being understood that the Provisional Government
shall form the core of the future Polish Government of National
Unity.

(2) Return to the provisions of the Crimea Conference and
restrict the number of Polish leaders to be invited to eight per-
sons, of whom five should be from Poland and three from
London. ‘

(3) Affirm that the representatives of the Polish Provisional
Government shall be consulted in all circumstances, that they be
consulted in the first place, since the Provisional Government is
much stronger in Poland compared with the individuals to be

invited from London and Poland whose influence among the

population in no way compares with the tremendous prestige of
the Provisional Government.

I draw your attention to this because, to my mind, any other
decision on the point might be regarded in Poland as an afiront
to the people and as an attempt to impose a government without
regard to Polish public opinion.

(4) Only those leaders should be summoned for consultation
from Poland and from London who recognise the decisions of
the Crimea Conference on Poland and who in practice want
friendly relations between Poland and the Soviet. Union,

(5) Reconstruction of the Provisional Governhient to be effect-
ed by replacing a number of Ministers of the Provisional Gov-
ernment by nominees among the Polish leaders who are not
members of the Provisional Government.

As to the ratio of old and new Ministers in the Government
of National Unity, it might be established more or less on the
same lines as was done in the case of the Yugoslav Government.

I think if these comments are taken into consideration the
Polish question can be settled in a short time.

April 7, 1945
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PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

1 have received your message of April 5.

I have already answered, in my message of April 7 to the
President, which I am also sending to you, all the main points
raised in your message in relation to the negotialions in Switzer-
land. As regards other points in your message, 1 think it necessary
to say this, ’

Neither I nor Molotov had any intention of “aspersing” any-
one. It is not a question of our wanting to “asperse” anyone but
of the fact that differences have arisen between us as to the du-
ties and the rights of an Ally. You will see from my message to
the President that the Russian view of the matter is correct, for
it guarantees the rights of any Ally and deprives the enemy of
any opportunity to sow distrust belween us.

? My messages are personal and most secret. This enables me
to spcak my mind frankly and clearly. That is an advantage of
secret correspondence. Bul if you take every frank statement of
mine as ‘an affront, then the corresponderice will be greatly han-
dicapped. I can assure you that I have never had, nor have ]
now, any intention of affronting anyone,

. April 7, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr F. ROOSEVELT

I have received your message of April 5.

In my message of. April 3 the point was ot about integrity or
trustworthiness. I have never doubted your integrity or trust-
worthiness, just as I have never questioned the integrity or trust-
worthiness of Mr Churchill. My point is that in the course of our
correspondence a difference of views has arisen over what an
AT saay permit himself with regard to another and what he
i, nol. We Russians believe that, in view of the present situa-
tion on the fronts, a situation in which the eneny is faced with
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inevitable surrender, whenever the representatives of one of the
Allies meet the Germans to discuss surrender terms, the repre-
sentatives of the other Ally should be enabled to take part in the
meeting. That is absolutely necessary, at least when the other
Ally seeks participation inn the meeling. The Americans and Brit-
ish, however, have a diflerent opinion—they hold that the Rus-
sian point of view is wrong. For that reason they have denied
the Russians the right to be present at the meeting with the Ger-
mans in Switzerland. I have already written to you, and I sce no
harm in repealing that, given a similar situation, the Russians
would never have denied the Americans and British the right to
attend such a meeting, 1 still consider the Russian point of view

to be the only correct one, because it precludes mutual suspicions )

and gives the enemy no chance to sow distrust between us.

2. 1t is hard to agree that the absence of German resistance
on the Western Front is due solely to the fact that they have been
beaten. The Germans have 147 divisions- on the Eastern Front.
They could safely withdraw from 15 to 20 divisions from the
Eastern Front to aid their forces on the Western Front. Yet they
have not done so, nor are they doing so. They are fighting des-
perately against the Russians for Zemlenice, an obscure station
in Czechoslovakia, which they need just as much as a dead man
needs a poultice, but they surrender without any resistance such
important towns in the heart of Germany as Osnabriick, Mann-
heim and Kassel. You will admit that this behaviour on the part
of the Germans is more than strange and unaccountable.

3. As regards those who supply my information, I can assure
you that they are honest and unassuming people who carry out
their duties conscientiously and who have no intention of affront-

ing anybody. They have been tested in action on numerous occa-!

sions. Judge for yourself, In February General Marshall made
available to the General Staff of the Soviet troops a number of
important reports in which he, citing data in his possession,
warned the Russians that in March the Germans were planning
two serious counter-blows on the Eastern Front, one from Po-
merania towards Thorn, the other from the Moravsk4 Ostrava
area towards Loédz. It turned out, however, that the main Ger-
man blow had been prepared, and delivered, not in the areas
mentioned above, but in an entirely different area, namely, in the
Lake Balaton area, south-west of Budapest. The Germans, as we
now know, had concentrated 85 divisions in the area, 11 of them
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armoured. This, with its great concentration of armour, was one
of the heaviest blows of the war. Marshal Tolbukhin succeeded
first in warding off disaster and then in smashing the Germans,
and was able to do so also because my informants had disclosed
—true with some delay—the plan for the main German blow
and immediately apprised Marshal Tolbukhin. Thus [ had yet
another opportunity to satisfy myself as to the reliability and
soundness of my sources of information.

For your guidance in this matter 1 enclose a letter sent by
Army General Antonov, Chief of Stafl of the Red Army, to. Major-
General Deane.

April 7, 1945

Sent on April 13, 1945
FOR PRESIDENT TRUMAN

Washington

On behalf of the Soviet Government and on my own behali
1 express to the Government of the United States of America
deep regret at the untimely death of President Roosevelt. The
American people and the United Nations have lost in the per-
son of Franklin Roosevelt a great statesman of world stature
and champion of post-war peace and security.

The Government of the Soviet Union expresses its heartfelt
sympathy with the American people in their grievous loss and
its confidence that the policy of coopenation between the Great
Powers who have borne the brunt of the war against the com-
mon foe will be promoted in the future as well.

J. STALIN
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PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

I have received your messages of April 14,

I agree that it would be advisable to broadcast brief messages
to the troops by you, the President and myself in connection
with the anticipated link-up of our troops—that is, of course, if
President Truman does not object. We should agree, however,
on the date for these broadcasts.

2. | also agree that we should issue a joint warning on behalf
of the three Governments about the safety of the prisoners of war
in the hands of the Hitler Government. [ have no objection to the
text of the warning sent by you. Kindly advise me whether the

warning has to be signed or not. And let me know date and time
of publication,

April 14, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Your message on the occasion of the death of President
-F. Roosevelt has reached me. '

In President Franklin Roosevelt the Soviet people recognised
an outstanding political leader and unswerving champion of
close cooperation between our three countries.

Our people will always value highly and remember President
F. Roosevelt’s friendly attitude to the Soviet Union,

As for myself, I'am deeply afflicted by the loss of this great
man, our common friend,

April 15, 1945
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Sent on April 18, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

- T am in receipt of your message of April 16 concerning the
texts of the broadcasts {o the troops and the joint warning.

I have no objection to the succession in which you propose
releasing the messages. As to warning the Germans about the
safety of prisoners ol war, we can, no doubt, direct V. M. Molo-
tov, Mr Eden and Mr Stellinius o reach agreement in Washing-
ton.

Sent on April 18, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Your message setting out Mikolajczyk’s declaration reached me
on April 16. Thank you for the information.

Mikolajczyk’s declaration is undoubtedly a big step forv./ard,
but it is not clear whether he accepts that part of the Crimea
Conference decisions which bears on Poland’s eastern fr.ontxe‘r.
It wouldn't be bad first, to have the full text of Mikolajczyk's
declaration and, second, to have an elucidation from him as‘to
whether he also accepts that part of the Crimea decisions which
relates to Poland’s eastern frontier.
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PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
° TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr CHURCHILL

I have received yours of April 19 concerning the messages to
the troops. I am in agreement with the procedure set out by you.

My message will run as follows:

“The victorious armies of the Allied Powers, waging a war of
liberation in Europe, have defeated the German forces and linked
up on German soil."

“It is our task and our duty to finish off the enemy, to force
him to lay down his arms and surrender unconditionally. This
task and this duty to our people and to all the freedom-loving
peoples will be fully carried out as far as the Red Army is con-
cerned.

“We salute the valiant troops of our Allies, who now stand on
German soil shoulder to shoulder with the Soviet troops, fully
resolved to carry out their duty to the end.”

The message will be recorded and sent to you immediately.

I have no objection to leaving it to the broadcasting authori-
ties in each country to fix the exact time when our messages will
be broadcast the moment the link-up of Soviet and Anglo-Amer-
ican troops is officlally announced. Nor have I any objection to
coordinating our link-up statements with a similar statement by
General Eisenhower.,

Your suggestion that our messages be broadcast first in the
rt;)sipective countries over their own network is likewise accept-
able. ;

April 20, 1945

J. V. STALIN TO W. CHURCHILL

Your message on the procedure of releasing President Tru-
man’s statement reached me on April 21. Thank you for the in-
formation.

As agreed, {he sound record of my message is being flown to
you by the returning Mosquito.

April 23, 1945
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J. V. STALIN TO W. CHURCHILL

Your message concerning the time of announcing the link-up
of our armies in Germany reached me on April 22.

I have no objection to President Truman’s proposal that the
link-up of our armies be announced simultaneously in the three
capitals at 12.00 hours Washington Time. :

I .am sending a similar message to Mr Truman.

April 23, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO PRESIDENT TRUMAN

Your message about announcing the link-up of our armies in
Germany reached me on April 21.

I have nothing against your proposal for accepting the hour
for the announcement suggested by Gen. Eisenhower, that is,
twelve o'clock noon Washington Time.

I am sending a similar message to Mr Churchill.

April 23, 1945

J. V. STALIN TO H. TRUMAN |

I have received from you and Prime Minister Churchill the
joint message of April 18 and the message transmitted to me
through V. M. Molotov on April 24. .

The messages indicate that you still regard the Polish Provi-
sional Government, not as the core of a future Polish Govern-
ment of National Unity, but merely as a group on a par with any
other group of Poles. It would be hard to reconcile this concept
of the position of the Provisional Government and this atlitude
towards it with the Crimea decision on Poland. At the Crimea
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Conference the three of us, including President Roosevelt, based
ourselves on the assumption that the Polish Provisional Govern-
ment, as the Government now functioning in Poland and enjoy-
ing the trust and support of the majority of the Polish people.
should be the core, that is, the main part of a new, reconstructed
Polish Government of National Unity.

You apparently disagree with this urglerstanding of the issue.
By turning down the Yugoslav example as a model for Poland,
you confirm that the Polish Provisional Government cannot be
regarded as a basis for, and the core of, a future Government of
National Unity.

2. Another circumstance that should be borne in mind is that
Poland borders on the Soviet Union, which cannot be said-about
Great Britain or the U.S.A.

Poland is to the security of the Soviet Union what Belgium
and Greece are to the security of Great Britain.

You evidently do not agree that the Soviet Union is entitled to
seek in Poland a Government that would be friendly to it, that
the Soviet Government cannot agree to the existence in Poland
of a Government hostile to it. This is rendered imperative, among
other things, by the Soviet people’s blood freely shed on the
fields of Poland for the liberation of that country. I do not know
whether a genuinely representative Government has been estab-
lished in Greece, or whether the Belgian Government is a
genuinely democratic one. The ‘Soviet Union was not consulted
- when those Governments were being formed, nor did it claim the
right to interfere in those matters, because it realises how im-
portant Belgium and Greece are to the security of Great Britain.

I cannot understand why in discussing Poland no attempt is
made to consider the interests of the Soviet Union in terms of
security as well.

3. One cannot but recognise as unusual a situation in which
two Governments—those of the United States and Great Britain—
reach agreement beforehand on Poland, a country in which the
U.S.S.R. is interested first of all and most of all, and place its
representatives in an intolerable position, trying to dictate to it.

I say that this situation cannot contribute to agreed settlement
of the Polish problem. :
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4. 1 am ready to accede to your request and to do all in my
power to reach an agreed settlement. But you are asking too much.
To put it plainly, you want me to renounce the interests of the
security of the Soviet Union; but I cannot proceed against the in-
terests of my country.

I think there is only one way out of the present situation and
that is to accept the Yugoslav precedent as a model for Poland.
That, 1 believe, might enable us to arrive at agreed settlement.

April 24, 1945

J. V. STALIN TO W. CHURCHILL

I received the joint message from you and President Truman
on April 18,

It would appear thal you still regard the Polish Provisional
Government, not as the core of a future Polish Government of
National Unity, but merely as a group on a par with any other
group of Poles. It would be hard to reconcile this concept of the
posilion of the Provisional Government and this atfilude towards
it with the Crimea decision on Poland. At the Crimea Conference
the three of us, including President Roosevelt, based ourselves
on the assumplion that the Polish Provisional Government, as
the Government now functioning in Poland and enjoying the
trust and support of the majority of the Polish people, should
be the core, that is, the main part of a new, reconstructed Polish
Government of National Unity.

You apparently disagree with this understanding of the issue.
By turning down the Yugoslav example as a mode! for Poland,
you confirm that the Polish. Provisional Government cannot be
regarded as a basis for, and the core of, a future Government of
National Unity.

2. Another circumstance that should be borne in mind is that
Poland borders on the Soviet Union, which cannot be said about
Great Britain or the U.S.A.

Poland is to the security of the Soviet Union what Belgium
and Greece are to the security of Great Britain.
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You evidently do not agree that the Soviet Union is entitled
to seek in Poland a Government that would be friendly to it,
that the Soviet Government cannot agree to the existence in Po-
land of a Government hostile to il. This is rendered imperative,
among other things, by the Soviet peoplé’s blood freely shed on
the fields of Poland for the liberation of that country. I do not
know whether a genuinely representative Government has been
established in Greece, or whether the Belgian Government is a
genuinely democratic one. The Soviet Union was not consulted
when those Governments were being formed, nor did it claim the
right 1o interfere in those matters, hecause it realises how
important Belgium and Greece are to the security of Great
Britain.

I cannot understand why in discussing Poland no attempt is

made to consider the interests of the Soviet Union in terms of
security as well.

3. One cannot but recognise as unusual a situation in which
two Governments-—those of the United States and Great Britain
—reach agreement beforehand on Poland, a country in which the
U.S.S.R. is interested first of all and most of all, and, placing its
representatives in an intolerable position, try to dictate to it.

I say that this situation cannot contribute to agreed settlement
of the Polish problem. -

4. 1 am most gratehil to you for kindly communicating the text
of Mikolajezyk’s declaration concerning Poland's eastern fron-
tier. I am prepared to recommend ,to the Polish Provisional
Government that they take note of this declaration and withdraw
their objection to inviling Mikolajezyk for consultation on a
Polish Government.

The important thing now is to accept the Yugoslav precedent
as a model for Poland. I think that if this is done we shall be
able to make progress on the Polish question.

April 24, 1945
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PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN '
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Thank you for the message of April 25 about Himmler's inten-
tion to surrender on the Western Front.

I regard your suggestion for confronting Himmler with a de-
mand for unconditional surrender on all fronts, including the
Soviel front, as the only correct ore. Knowing you as I do, I
never doubted that you would act in exactly this manner. Please
act in the spirit of your suggestion, and as for the Red Army, it
will press on to Berlin in the interest of our common cause.

For your information 1 have sent a similar reply to President
Truman who addressed me with the same query.

April 25, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Your message on “Crossword” reached me on April 26. Thank
you for the information. ,

For my part [ want to tell you that the Soviet Military Com-
mand has appointed Major-General Kislenko, at present the So-
viet Government's delegate on the Advisory Council for Italy, to
take part in the negotiations at Field Marshal Alexander's head-
quarters for the surrender of the German foroes in Northern Italy.

April 26, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE '
- FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr H. TRUMAN

Your message of April 26 received. Thank you for informing
me of Himmler’s intention to surrender on the Weslern Front. I
think that your contemplated reply to Himmler, which calls for
unconditional surrender on all fronts, including the Soviet front,
is absolutely sound. Please act in the spiril of your proposal, and
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as for us Russians, we undertake to continue our attacks upon
the Germans. _

For your information I have sent a similar reply to Prime
Minister Churchill who had made the same inquiry.

April 26, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECHET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN TO PRESIDENT TRUMAN

Your message concerning the instructions you have given to
Mr Johnson reached me on April 27. Thank you for the news.

The decision to seek unconditional surrender of the German
armed forces, adopted by you and Mr Churchill, is to my mind-
the right reply to the German proposals. ’

April 28, 1945

PERSONAL AND MOST SECRET MESSAGE
FOR MARSHAL STALIN FROM Mr CHURCHILL

I thank you for your message of April 24th. I have been much
distressed at the misunderstanding that has grown up between
us on the Crimea agreement about Poland, I certainly went to
Yalta with the hope that both the London and Lublin Polish
Governments would be swept away and thal a new government
would be formed from among Poles of goodwill, among whom
members of M. Bierut's government would be prominent. But you
did not like this plan, and we and the Americans agreed, there-
fore, that there was to be no sweeping away of the Bierut govern-
ment but that instead it should become a “new” government

o
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“reorganised on a broader democratic basis with the inclusion of
democratic leaders from Poland itsell and from Poles abroad.”
For this purpose, M, Molotov and the two Ambassadors were to
sit together in Moscowss and try to bring into being such a gov-
ernment by consultations with members of the present Provi-
sional Government and with other Polish democratic leaders
from within Poland and from abroad.

2. The Commission then would have to set to work to select
Poles who were to come for the consultations. We tried in each
case to find representative men; and in this we were careful to
exclude what we thought were extreme people unfriendly to
Russia. We did not select for our list anyone at present in the
London Polish Government, but three good men, namely M, Mi-
kolajezyk, M. Stanczyk and M. Grabski, who went into opposi-
tion to the London Polish Government because they did not like
its attitude towards Russia, and in particular ils refusal to accept
the eastern frontier which you and I agreed upon, now so long
ago, and which I was the first man outside the Soviet Govern-
ment to proclaim to the world as just and fair, together with com-
pensations, etc., in the West and North, It is true that M. Miko-
lajezyk at that time still hoped for Lvov, but as you know he has
now publicly abandoned that claim. :

3. Our names for those from inside and outside Poland were
put forward in the same spirit of helpfulness by the Americans
and ourselves. The first thing the British complained of is that
after nine weeks of discussion on the Commission at Moscow,
and any amount of telegrams between our three Governments,
not the least progress has been made, because M. Molotov has
steadily refused in the Commission to give an opinion about the
Poles we have mentioned, so that not one of them has been l-
lowed to come even to a preliminary round table discussion. Please
observe that these names were put forward not as necessarily
to be members of a reorganised Polish Government but simply to
come for the round table talk provided for in the Crimea declara-
tion, out of which it was intended to bring about the formation
of a united provisional government, representative of the main
elements of Polish life and prepared to work on friendly terms
with the Soviet Government, and also of a kind which we and all
the world could recognise. That was and still is our desire, This
provisional government was then, according to our joint decision
al the Crimea, to pledge itsell to hold “free and unfettered elec-
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tions as soon as possible on the basis of universal sufirage and

secret ballot” i which “all democratic and. anti-Nazi parties shall

have the right to take part and put forward candidates.” Alas!
none of this has been allowed to move forward. -

4. In your paragraph 1 you speak of accepting “the Yugoslav
precedent®? as a model for Poland.” You have always wished that
our private personal series of felegrams should be frank and
outspoken. I must say at once that the two cases are completely
different. In the case of Poland, the three Powers reached agree-
ment about how we should arrange the emergence of a new gov-
ernment. This was to be by means of consultations before our
Commission between representatives of the Bierut government
and democratic Polish leaders from inside and outside Poland, In
the case of Yugoslavia there was nothing of this kind. You seem
now to be proposing, after your representative on the Moscow
Polish Commission has made it impossible to start the conversa-
tions provided for in our agreement, that the agreed procedure
shotild be abandoned. Thus we British feel that after all this time
absolutely no headway has been made towards forming a “new”
and “reorganised” government while on the conitrary the Soviet

Govetnnient have made a twenty years’ treaty with the present
Provisional .Government under ‘M. Bierut although it remains
neither new nor reorganised,; We have the feeling that it is we
who liave been dictated to and brought up against a stone wall
upon matters which we sincerely believed were settled in splrit
of friendly comradeship in the Crimea, '

5. I vhust also say that the way things have worked out in
Ytigoslavia certainly does not give me the feelirig of a fifty-fifty
interest-as between our countties. Marshal Tito has become a
complete dictator, He has proclaimed that his prime loyalties are
to the ‘Soviet :Union. Although he allowed members of the Royal
Yugoslav Government to enter his government they only number
six as against twenty-five of his own nominees. .We have the im-
pression.that they are not taken into consultation on fatters of
high policy and that it {s becoming a one-party régime. However,
I have nét nlade any complairit or comment about all this, and
both at Yalta arid at other times have acquiesced in the settlement
which has been reached in Yugostavia. I do not complain of any
detion you have taken there in spite of my misgivings and I hope
it will all work out smoothly and make Yugoslavia a prosperous
and free people friendly to both Russia and ourselves,
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6. We could not however accept “the Yugoslav model” as a
guide to what should happen in Poland. Neither we nor the
Americans have any milltary or special interest in Poland. All we
seeke in material things is to be treated in the regular way be-

a friendly States. Here we are all shocked that you should
think we would work for a Polish Government hostile to the
U.S.S.R. This is the opposite of our policy. But it was on account
of Poland that the British went to war with Germany in 1939,
We saw in the Nazi treatment of Poland a symbol of Hitler’s vile
and wicked lust of conquest and subjugation, and his invasion
of Poland was the spark that fired the mine. The British people:
do not, as is sometimes thought, go to war for calculation, but
for sentiment. They had a feeling, which grew up in the years,
that with all Hitler's encroachments and preparations He was a
danger to our country and to the liberties' which we prize in Eu-
rope and when after Munich he broke his word so shamefully about
Czechoslovakia even the extremely peace-loving Chamberlain
gave our guarantee against Hitler to Poland. When that guaran.
tee was invoked by the German invasion of Poland the whole nas
tion went to war with Hitler, unprepared as we were. There was
a flame in the hearts of men like that which swept your people im
thelr noble deferice of their country from a treacherous, brutal;
and as at one time it. almost seemed, overwhelming German ati
tack. This British flame burns still among all classes and parties
in this Island and if its self-governing Dominlons, and they can
never feel this war will have ended rightly tinless Poland has a
fair deal in the {ull sense of sovereignty, independence ‘and free-
dom on a basts of friendship with Russia. It was on this that 1
thought we had agreed at Yalta.

7. Side by side with this strong sentiment for the rights of Po-
land, which I believe is shared in wat least as strong a degree
throughout the United States, there has grown up throughott the
English-speaking world @ very warm and deep desire to be
friends on equal and honourable terms with the mighty Rissign
Soviet Republic and to work with you, making allowances for out
different systems of thought and government, in the long and
bright years for all the world which we three Powers alone carn
make together. I, who in my years of great responsibilily, have
worked methodically for this unity, will certainly continue to do
so by every means in my power, and in particular 1 can assure
you that we in Great Britain would not work for or tolerate a Pol-
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ls'h Government -unfriendly to Russia. Neither could we recog-
nise a Polish Government that did not truly correspond to the

- description.in our joint declaration at ‘Yalta with proper: regard
for the rights of the individual as we understand these matters in
the Western world.

8. With regard to your reference to Greece and Belgium, I rec-
ognise the consideration which you gave me when we had to
intervene with heavy armed forces to quell the E.AM.-E.L.AS.
attack upon the centre of government in Athens,*® We have given
repeated instructions that your interest in Roumania and Bulga-
ria is to be recognised as predominant. We cannot however be
excluded altogether, and we dislike being treated by your subor-

din_ates in these countries so differently from the kind manner in
which we at the top are always treated by you. In Greece we seek

nothing but her friendship, which is of long duration, and desire
only her independence and integrity. But we have no intention of
trying to decide whether she is to be a monarchy or a republic.
Our only policy there is to restore matters to normal as quickly
as possible and to hold fair and free elections, I hope within the
next four or five months. These elections will decide the régime
and later on the constitution. The will of the people expressed in
conditions of freedom and universal franchise must prevail; that
is our root principle. If the Greeks were to decide for a republic
it would not affect our relations with them. We will use our in-
fluence with the Greek Government to invite Russian representa-

tives to come and see freely what is going on in Greece, and at the

electio_ns I hope that there will be Russian, American and British

people between the different parties who will be contending. After
that our work in Greece may well be done,

9. As to Belgium we have no conditions to demand though
naturally we should get disturbed if they started putting up V-
weapons, etc., pointed at us, and we hope they will, under whatever
form of government they adopt by popular decision, come into
a general system of resistance to prevent Germany striking west-
ward. Belgium, like Poland, is i theatre of war and corridor of
communication, and everyone must recognise the force of these
considerations, without which the great armies cannot openate.

10. As to your paragraph 3, it is quite true that about Poland
we have reached i definite line of action with the Americans, This
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is because we agree naturally upon the subject, and both sincere-
ly feel we have been rather ill-treated about the way the matter
has been handled since the Crimea Conference. No doubt {hese
things seem diflerent when looked at from the opposite point of
view. But we are absolutely agreed that the pledge we have given
for a sovereign, free, independent Poland with a government
fully and adequately representing all democratic elements among
the Poles, is for us a matter of honour and duty. T do not think
there is the slightest chance of any change in the attitude of our
two Powers, and when we are agreed we are bound to say so. Aft-
er-all, we have joined with you, largely on my original initiative
early in 1944, in proclaiming the Polish-Russian frontier which
you desired, namely the Curzon Line including Lvov for Russia,
We think you ought to meet us with regard to the other half of
the policy which you equally with us have proclaimed, namely
the sovereignty, independence and freedom of Poland, provided
it is a Poland friendly to Russia. Therefore, His Majesty’s Gov-
ernment cannot accept a government on the Yugoslav precedent
in which there would be four representatives of the present War-
saw Provisional Government {o every one representing the other
democratic elements. There ought to be a proper balance and a
proper distribution of importiant posts in the government; this re-
sult should be reached as we agreed at the Crimea by discussing
the matter with true representatives of all different Polish ele-
ments which are not fundamentally anti-Russian.

. adso difficulties arise at the present moment because all
sorts of stories are brought out of Poland which are eagerly lis-
tened fo by many members of Parliament and which at any time
may be violently raised in Parliament or the press in spite of my
deprecating such action and on which M. Molotov will vouch-
sale us no information at all in spite of repeated requests. For in-
stance, there is talk of fifteen Poles who were said to have met
the Russian authorities for discussion over four weeks ago, and
of M. Witos about whom there has been i similar, but more re-
cent report; and there are many other statements of deportations,
etc. How can I contradict such complaints when you give me no
information whatever and when neither I nor the Americans are
allowed to send anyone into Poland to find out for themselves the
true state of allairs? There is no part of our occupied or liberated
territory into which you are not free o send delegalions, and peo-
ple do not see why you should have any reasons against similar
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visits by British delegations to foreign countries libenated by you,

12, There is not much comfort in looking into a future where
you and the countries you dominate, plus the Communist parties
in many other States, are all drawn up on ote side, and those
who nally to the English-speaking nations and their Associates
or Dominions are on the other. It is quite obvious that their quar-
rel would tear the world to pieces and that all of us leading men

on either side who had anything to do with that would be shamed-

before history. Even embarking -on a long period of suspicions,
of abuse and counter-abuse and of opposing policies would be @
disaster hampering the great developments of world prosperity

for the masses which are attainable only by our trinity. I hope .

there is no word or phrase in this outpouring of my heart to you

which unwittingly gives offence. If so, let me know. But do not, .

beg you, my friend Stalin, underrate the divergencies which are
opening about matters which you may think are small to us but

which are symbolic of the way the English-speaking democracies-

look at life,
April 28th, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
"~ FROM MARSHAL STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W, CHURCHILL

Your message of April 28 received.

I have nothing against your proposal for publishing, on behalf
of the Four Powers, a deciaration establishing the defeat and un-
conditional surrender of Germany, in the event of Germany be-
ing left without -a normally functioning centralised authority.

The Soviet representative on the European Advisory Commis-
sion has been instructed to insert in the preamble to the declana-
tion, the draft of which has been submitted by the British delega-
tion, an amendment laying down the principle of unconditional
surrender for the armed forces of Germany,

April 30, 1945
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PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

I have received your message of April 27 ooncerning the order
of the occupation of Germany and Austria by the Red Army and
the Anglo-American armed forces.

For my part T want to tell you that the Soviet Supreme Com-
mand has given instructions that whenever Soviet troops contact
Allied troops the Soviet Command is immediately to get in touch
with the Command of the U.S. or British troops, so that they, by
agreement belween themselves, (1) establish a temporary tacti-
cal demarcation line and (2) take steps to crush within the
bounds of their temporary demarcation line all resistance by Ger-
man troops.

May 2, 1945

FERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Your messages of April 29 and 30 concerning the uncondition-
al surrender by the Germans in Italy have reached me.

Thanks for the information. I have no objection to the announce-
ment of the German surrender in Italy being made first by
Field Marshal Alexander.

May 2, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr H. TRUMAN

I reccived on April 28 your message expressing agreement with
the Prime Minister, Mr W. Churchill, concerning the procedure
of the occupation of Germany and Austria.

The Soviet Supreme Command has given instructions that
whenever Soviet troops contact Allied troops the Soviet Com-
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mand is immediately to get-in touch with the Command of .the
U.S. or British troops, so that they, by agreement between them-
selves, (1) establish a temporary tactical demarcation fine and
(2) take steps to crush within the bounds of their temporary de-
marcation line all resistance by German troops.

May 2, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr H. TRUMAN

Thank you for communicating to me the text of your message
to the Prime Minister, Mr W. Churchill, concerning the German
surrender in Italy. I have nothing against Field Marshal Alex-
ander publishing the announcement of the surrender as proposed
by you.

May 2, 1945

Sent on May 4, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr H. TRUMAN

In view of your interest in the Polish question and because you
are bound to be familiar with Mr Churchill’s message to me on
the subject, dated April 28, I think it proper to send you the full
text of my reply to Mr Churchill, despatched on May 4.
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PERSONAL ‘AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER ). V. STALIN
TO PRIME MINISTER W. CHURCHILL

I am in receipt of your message of April 28 on the Polish
question.

I must say that I cannot accept the arguments put forward in
support of your stand.

You are inclined to regard the proposal that the Yugoslav
precedent be accepted as a model for Poland as renunciation of
the procedure agreed between us for setting up a Polish Govern-
ment of National Unity. I cannot agree with you. I think that
the Yugoslav precedent is important first of all because it
points the way to the most suitable and practical solution of the
problem of forming a new United Government based on the
governmental agency at present exercising: state power in the
country.

It is quite obvious that, unless the Provisional Government now
functioning in Poland and enjoying the support and trust of
a majority of the Polish people is taken as a basis for a future
Government of National Unity, it will be impossible to count
on successful fulfilment of the task set us by the Crimea Con-
ference.

2. 1 cannot subscribe to that part of your considerations on
Greece where you suggest three-Power control over the elections.
Such control over the people of an allied country would of neces-
sity be assessed as an affront and gross interference in their in-
ternal affairs. Such control is out of place in relation to former
satellite countries which subsequently declared war on Germany
and ranged themselves with the Allies, as demonstrated by
electoral experience, for example, in Finland, where the elec-
tion was held without outside interference and yielded positive
results, i

Your comments on Belgium and Poland as war theatres and
communication corridors are perfectly justified. As regards Po-
l+nt it is her being a neighbour of the Soviet Union that makes it
essential for a future Polish Government to seek in practice
friendly relations between Poland and the U.S.S.R., which is also
in the interests of the other freedom-loving nations. This cit-
cumslance, too, speaks for the Yugoslav precedent. The United
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Nations are interested in constant and durable friendship between
the U.S.S.R. and Poland. Hence we cannot acquiesce in the at-
tempts that are being made to involve in the forming of a future
Polish Government people who, to quote you, “are not fundamen-
tally anti-Russian,” or to bar from participation only those who,
in your view, are “extreme people unfriendly to Russia.” Neither
one nor the other can satisfy us. We insist, and shall continue to
insist, that only people who have demonstrated by deeds their
friendly attitude to the Soviet Union, who are willing honestly
and sincerely to cooperate with the Soviet state, should be con-
sulted on the formation of a future Polish Government.

3. I must deal specially with paragraph 11 of your message
concerning the difficulties arising from rumours about the arrest
of 15 Poles, about deportations, etc.

I am able to inform you that the group of Poles menfioned by
you comprises 16, not 15, persons. The group is headed by the
well-known General Okulicki. The British information services
maintain a deliberate silence, in view of his particular odious-
ness, about this Polish General, who, along with the 15 other
Poles, has “disappeared.” But we have no intention of being
silent about the matter. This group of 16, led by General Okulicki,
has been arrested by the military authorities of the Soviet front
and is undergoing investigation in Moscow. General Okulicki’s
group, in the first place General Okulicki himself, is charged with
preparing and carrying out subversive activities behind the lines
of the Red Army, subversion which has taken a toll of over a
hundred Red Army soldiers and officers; the group is also
charged with keeping illegal radio-transmitters in the rear of our
troops, which is prohibited by law. All, or part of them—depend-
ing on the outcome of the investigation—will be tried. That is
how the Red Army is forced {o protect its units and its rear lines
against saboteurs and those who create disorder. .

The British information services are spreading rumours about
the murder or shooting of Poles in Siedlce. The report is a fabrica-
tion from beginning to end and has, apparently, been concocted
by Arciszewski's agents.

200

4. It appears from your message that you are unwilling to
consider the Polish Provisional Government as a basis for a
future Government of National Unity, or to accord it the place in
that Government to which it is entitled. I must say frankly that
this attitude precludes the possibility of an agreed decision on
the Polish question.

May 4, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
. FROM PREMIER ). V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

; I'am in receipt of your message of April 28 on the Polish ques-
jon.

I must say that I cannot accept the arguments put forward in
support of your stand,

You are inclined to regard the proposal that the Yugoslav prec-
edent be accepted as a model for Poland as renunciation of the
procedure agreed between us for setting up a Polish Government

- of National Unity. 1 cannot agree with you. I think that the

Yugoslav precedent is important first of mll because it points the
way to the most suitable and practical solution of the problem of
forming ia new United Government based on the governmental
agency at present exercising state power in the country.

It is quite obvious that, unless the Provisional Government
now functioning in Poland and enjoying the support and trust
of a majority of the Polish people is taken as a basis for a future

. Government of National Unity, it will be impossible to count on

successful fulfilment of the task set by the Crimea Conference.

2. I cannot subscribe to that part of your considerations on
Greece where you suggest three-Power control over the elections,
Such control over the people of an allied country would of neces-
sity be assessed as an affront and gross interference in their in-
ternal affairs. Such control is out of place in relation to former
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satellite countries which subsequently declared war on Germany
and ranged themselves with the Allies, as demonstrated by elec-
toral experience, for example, in Finland, where the election
was held without outside interlerence and yielded positive re-
sults.

Your comments on Belgium and Poland as war theatres and
communication corridors are perfectly justified. As regards Po-
land, it is her being a neighbour of the Soviet Union that makes
it essential for a future Polish Government to seek in practice
friendly relations between Poland and the U.S.S.R., which is also
in the interests of the other freedom-loving nations. This circum-
stance, too, speaks for the Yugoslav precedent, The United Na-
tions iare interested in constant and durable friendship between
the U.S'S.R. and Poland. Hence we cannot acquiesce in the at-
tempts that are being made to involve in the forming of a future
Polish Government people who, to quote you, “are not funda-
mentally anti-Russian,” or to bar from participation only those
who, in your view, are “extreme people unfriendly to Russia,”
Neither one nor the other can satisly us. We insist, and shall
continue to insist, that only people who have demonstrated: by
deeds their friendly attitude to the Soviet Union, who are will-
Ing honestly and sincerely to cooperate with the Soviet state,
should be consulted on the formation of a future Polish Govern-
ment,

3. T must deal specially with paragraph 11 of your message
concerning the difficulties arising from rumours about the arrest
of 15 Poles, about deportations, etc. . .

I am able to inform you that the group of Poles mentioned by
you comprises 16, not 15, persons. The group is headed by the
well-known General Okulicki. The British information services
maintain a deliberate silence, in view of his particular odious-
ness, about this Polish General, who, along with the 15 other
Poles, has “disappeared.” But we have no Intention of being
silent about the matter. This group of- 16, led by General Oku-
licki, has been arrested by the military authorities of the Soviet
front and is undergoing investigation in Moscow. General Oku-
licki's group, in the first place General Okulicki himself, is
charged with preparing and carrying out subversive activities
behind the lines of the Red Army, subversion which has taken a
toll of over a hundred Red Army soldiers and officers; the group
Is also charged with keeping illegal radio-transmitiers in the rear
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of our troops, which is prohibited by law. All, or part of them-—
depending on the outcome of the investigation-—will be tried,
That is how the Red Army is forced to protect its units and its
rear-lines against saboteurs and those who create disorder.

The British information services are spreading rumours about
the murder or shooting of Poles in Siedice. The report is a fab-
rication from beginning to end and has, apparently, been con-
cocted by Arciszewski's agents, :

4. It appears from your message that you are unwilling to
consider the Polish Provisional Govetnment as a basis for a
future Government of National Unity, or to accord it the place
in that Government to which it is entitled. I must say frankly
that this attitude precludes the possibility of an agreed decision
on the Polish question, . :

May 4, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE US.A, Mr H. TRUMAN

Your message about announcing V.-E. Day reached me on
May 5.

Iyagree with your proposal for the three of us—you, Mr Chur-
chill and myself—simultaneously making an appropriate state-
ment. Mr. Churchill suggests 3 p.m. British Double Summer
Time, which corresponds to 4 p.m. Moscow Time and 9 a.m.
Washington Time. I have notified Mr Churchill that this hour
suits the U.S.S.R.

May 6, 1945
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PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER OF GREAT BRITAIN,
Mr W, CHURCHILL

Your message of May 5 about the time of announcing V.-E.
Day reached me on May 6.

‘l agree to your proposal for 3 p.m. British Double Summer
Time, which corresponds to 4 p.m. Moscow Time. I have also
notified Mr Truman about this.

May 6, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM MARSHAL J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

I have recelved your messages of May 7 regarding the an-
nouncement of Germany’s surrender.

The Supreme Command of the Red Army is not sure that the
order of the German High Command on unconditional surrender
will be executed by the German armies on the Eastern Front.
We fear, therefore, that if the Government of the U.S.S.R. an-
nounces today the surrender of Germany.we may find ourselves
in an awkward position and mislead the Soviet public. It should
be borne in mind that the German resistance on the Eastern
Front is not slackening but, judging by intercepted radio mes-
sages, a considerable grouping of German troops have explicitly
declared their intention to continue the resistance and to disobey
Dénitz’'s surrender order.

For this reason the Command of the Soviet troops would like
to wait until the German surrender takes effect and to postpone
the Governments’ announcement of the surrender till May 9,
7 p.n. Moscow Time,

May 7, 1945

SECRET AND PERSONAL MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr TRUMAN

I am in receipt of your message of May 7 about announcing
Germany's surrender, .

-The Supreme Command of the Red Army is not sure that the
order of the German High Command on unconditional surren-
der will be executed by the German armies on the Eastern
Front. We fear, therefore, that il the Government of the U.S.S.R.
announces today the surrender of Germany we may find our-
selves in an awkward position and mislead the Soviet public. It
should be borne in mind that the German resistance on the East-
ern Front is not slackening but, judging by intercepted radio
messages, a considerable grouping of German troops have ex-
plicitly declared their intention to continue the resistance and
to disobey Dénitz’s surrender order.

For this reason the Command of the Soviet troops would like
to wait until the German surrender takes effect and to postpone
the Governments’ announcement of the surrender till May 9,
7 p.m. Moscow Time.

May 7, 1945 o

May 9, 1945

MESSAGE FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr TRUMAN

I thank you with all my heart for your friendly congratula-
tions on the unconditional surrender of Hitler -Germany. The
peoples of the Soviet Union greatly appreciate the part plfiy.ed
by the friendly American people in this liberation war. The joint
effort of the Soviet, U.S. and British Armed Forces against the
German invaders, which has culminated in the latter’s complete
rout and defeat, will go down in history as a model military
alliance between our peoples.

On behalf of the Soviet people and Government I beg you to
convey my warmest greetings and congratulations on the occa-
sion of this great victory to the American people and the gallant
U.S. Armed Forces.

205



PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr H., TRUMAN

Your message of May 5 on the subject of Poland received.

On the previous day I sent you the text of my reply to Mr
Churchill’s message of April 28 on the same subject. I hope you
have received that text.

I think, therefore, that I need not return to the matter. 1
should merely like to add this:

I have a feeling that you are unwilling to consider the Polish
Provisional Government as a basis for the future Government
of National Unity and object to the Polish Provisional Govern-
ment occupying in that Government the place to which it is en-
titled. I am obliged to say that this attitude rules out an agreed
decision on the Polish question.

May 10, 1945

o

FROM J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

MESSAGE TO THE ARMED FORCES
AND PEOPLE OF GREAT BRITAIN
FROM THE PEOPLES OF THE SOVIET UNION

I salute you, the gallant British Armed Forces and people of
Britain, and cordially congratulate you on the great victory over
our common enemy, German imperialism. This historic victory
has crowned the joint struggle waged by the Soviet, British and
United States armies for the liberation of Europe.

I express confidence in conlinued successful and happy devel-
opment in the post-war period of the friendly relalions that have
taken shape between our countries during the war.

I have Instructed our Ambassador in London to convey to iall
of you my congratulatiots on the victory and my best wishes.

May 10, 1945
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FERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER }. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr H. TRUMAN

Your message of May 17 about the visit of U.S. and Allied
military representatives to Vienna received. Actually I had
agreed in principle to their coming but, of course, I had done so
on the understanding that by the time they arrived proper agree-
ment would have been reached as to the occupation zones of
Austria and the zones themselves determined by the European,
Advisory Commission. As agreed between Mr Churchill, Presi-
dent Roosevelt and myself, these matters are wholly under the
jurisdiction of the European Advisory Commission. That is still
my point of view. Hence we could not agree to the point about
the occupation zones and other points concerning Austria being
referred 1o Vienna for consideration. ’

I have no objection, however, to U.S. and Allied representa-
tives going to Vienna to see for themselves the condition of the
city and to drait proposals for ils occupation zones. Marshal
Tolbukhin will be instructed accordingly. The understanding is
that the U.S. military representatives should come to Vienna at
the end of May or the beginning of June, when Marshal Tol-
bukhin, now en route to Moscow, returns.

May 18, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER ]J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

I am in receipt of your message of May 17 concerning the ar-
rival of British representatives in Vienna in connection with
establishing the occupation zones there.

The Soviet Government considers that the establishment of
occupation zones in Vienna, as well as the examination of other
matters relating to the situation in Austria, are wholly under
the jurisdiction of the European Advisory Commission, as agreed
between you, President Roosevelt and myself. Hence the Soviet
Government conld not apree to Allied military representatives
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coming to Vienna to establish occupation zones and settle other
issues bearing on the situation in Austria. That is still our point
of view. Judging from your message of May 17, you, too, do not
find it possible to transfer settlement of the zone issue to Vienna.
And since our views on the malter are identical, it can be
anticipated that the issue of occupation zones in Austria and in

Vienna will be settled by the European Advisory Commission in

the near future.

As regards the visit of British representatives to Vienna to
acquaint themselves with the condition of the city on the spot
and to dnaft proposals for the occupation zones in Vienna, the
Soviet Government has no objection to the visit. Accordingly, we
are giving appropriate directions to Marshal Tolbukhin simul-

taneously with this. The British military representatives could ar-

rive in Vienna towards the end of May or early June, when Mar-
shal Tolbukhin, now on his way to Moscow, returns to Vienna.

May 18, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr H. TRUMAN

I have received your message about the arrival of Mr Hop-
kins and Ambassador Harriman in Moscow by May 26. I read-
ily agree to your suggestion for a meeting with Mr Hopkins and
Ambassador Harriman. May 26 suits me perfectly.

May 20, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Although your information message of May 15 did not call
for reply, T think it proper to send you the text of the message
tI.s;ent to President Truman in reply to his on the Yugoslav ques-
ion.

May 22, 1945
L?O(S’

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr H. TRUMAN

Your message on the Istria-Trieste area reached me on May 21.
A little earlier I received from you, through Mr Kennan, the text
of a message on the same subject,?” transmitted by the U.S. Am-
bassador in Belgrade to the Yugoshavy Government., Thank you
for the information.

My views on the substance of the matter are as follows.

I think you are quite correct in saying that the matter is one
of principle and that in relation to the Istria-Trieste territory no
action should be permitted that does not take full account of Yu-
goslavia’s rightful claims and of the contribution made by the
Yugoshav armed forces o the common Allied cause in fighting
against Hitler Germany. It goes without saying that the future
of that territory, the population of which is mostly Yugoslav, will
have to be determined at the peace settlement. However, the
point at issue at the moment is its temporary military occu-
pation. In this respect mccount should be taken, I believe, of the
fact that it was the allied Yugoslav troops who drove the Ger-
man invaders out of the Istria-Trieste territory, thereby rendering
an important service to the common Allied cause. By virtue of
this circumstance alone, it would be unfair and would be a
gratuitous insult to the Yugoslav Army and people to deny Yu-
goslavia the right to occupy a territory won from the enemy,
after their great sacrifice in the struggle for the national rights
of Yugoslavia and for the common cause of the United Nations.

The right solution of this problem, in my view, would be for
the Yugoslav troops and administration now functioning in the
Istria-Trieste area to stay there. At the same time the area should
be placed under the control of the Allied Supreme Commander
and a demarcation line established by mutual agreement between
Field Marshal Alexander and Marshal Tito. If these proposals
were accepted the problem of administration in the Istria-Trieste
area would likewise find the right solution.

And since Yugoslavs are a majority in the territory and even
during the German occupation a local Yugoslav administration,
now enjoying the trust of the local population, began to func-
tion there, these things should be taken into account. The prob-
lem of administrative government of the terrilory could be
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properly solved by subordinating the existing Yugoslav civil
administration to the Yugoslav Military Command.

I do hope that the misunderstandings over the status of the
Istria-Trieste region, which have arisen between the U.S. and
British Governments, on the one hand, and the Yugoslav Govern-
ment, on the other, will be removed and a happy solution found.

May 22, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

According to information at the disposal of the Soviet Military
and Naval Commands, Germany, in keeping with the instrument
of surrender, has delivered her navy and merchant marine to the
British and Americans. I must inform you that the Germans have
refused to surrender a single warship or merchant vessel o the
Soviet armed forces, and have sent the whole of their navy and
merchant marine'to be handed over to the Anglo-American
armed forces. '

" In these circumstances the question naturally arises of assign- .

ing the Soviet Union its share of German warships and mer-
chant vessels, as was done with regard to Italy. The Soviet
Government holds that it can with good reason and in all fair-
ness count on a minimum of one-third of Germany’s navy and
merchant marine. In addition I think it necessary for the naval
representatives of the U.S.S.R. to be enabled to acquaint them-
selves with all the materials pertaining to the surrender of Ger-
many's navy and merchant marine, and with their iactual
condition,

The Soviet Naval Command has appointed Admiral Levchenko
and a group of assistants to take care of the matter.

I am sending a similar message to President Truman.'

May 23, 1945
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PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr TRUMAN

According to information at the disposal of the Soviet Milita-
ry and Naval Commands, Germany, in keeping with the instru-
ment of surrender, has delivered her navy and merchant marine
to the British and Americans. I must inform you that the Ger-
mans have refused to surrender a single warship or merchant
vessel to the Soviet armed forces, and have sent the whole of
their navy and merchant marine to be handed over to the Anglo-
American armed forces.

In these circumstances the question naturally arises of assign-
ing the Soviet Union its share of German warships and mer-
chant vessels, as was done with regard to Italy. The So-
viet Government holds that it can with good reason and in all
fairness count on a minimum of one-third of Germany's navy
and merchant marine. In addition I think it necessary for the
maval representatives of the U.S.S.R. to be enabled to acquaint
themselves with all the materials pertaining to the surrender of
Germany’'s navy and merchant marine, and with their actual
condition, '

The Soviet Naval Command has appointed Admiral Levchen-
ko and a group of assistants to take care of the matter.

[ am sending a similar message to Prime Minister Churchill.

May 23, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Mr Hopkins, who has arrived in Moscow, on behalf of the
President has suggested a meeting between the three of us in the
immediate future. I think that a meeting is called for and that
the most convenient place would be the vicinity of Berlin. That
would probably be right politically as well.

Have you any objections?

May 27, 1945
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PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr H. TRUMAN

More than eight months have passed since Roumania and
Bulgaria broke off relations with Hitler Germany, signed an ar-
mistice with the Allied countries and entered the war on the Al-
lied side, against Germany, assigning their armed forces for the
purpose. They thereby contributed to the defeat of Hitlerism and
1o the vicloricus conclusion of the war in Europe. The Govern-
ments of Bulgaria and Roumania have during this time demon-
strated by deeds their readiness to cooperate with the United
Nations. Consequently the Soviet Government deems it proper
and timely right away to resume diplomatic relations with
Roumania and Bulgaria and exchange envoys with them.

The Soviet Government also considers it advisable to resume
iplomatic relations with Finland, which, fulfilling the terms of
the armistice agreement, is now taking the democratic way. I
think it will be possible a little later to adopt a similar decision
with regard to Hungary. ,

I am simultaneously sending a similar message to Mr W
Churchill. o :

May 27, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

More than eight months ago Roumania and Bulgaria broke
with Hitler Germany, signed an armistice with the Allied coun-
tries and entered the war on the side of the Allies against Ger-
many, assigning their armed forces. They thereby contributed to
the defeat of Hitlerism and facilitated the victorious conclusion
of the war in Europe. In view of this the Soviet Government
deems it timely to resume diplomatic relations right now and
exchange Ministers with the Roumanian mnd Bulgarian Govern-
ments,
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. The Soviet Government also considers it advisable to resume
diplomatic relations with Finland, which, fulfilling the terms of
th(.a armistice agreement, is now taking the democratic way. 1
think that it will be possible a little later to adopt a similar de-
cision with regard to Hungary.
I am sending a similar message to the President.

May 27, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECRET
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr H. TRUMAN

) Mr Ho_pkins conveyed to me today your proposal for a tripar-
tite meeting. I have no objection to the date—July 15——suggest-
ed by you.

May 30, 1945

f
PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Your message of May 29 to hand.

A few hours after it arrived Mr Hopkins called and informed
me that President Truman thought July 15 would be the most
convenient date for the meeting of the three of us. If it suits you
I have no objections.

Best wishes.

May 30, 1945
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PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN -
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr H. TRUMAN

Your message of June 2 received.

1 have already written to you that I agree to July 15 as a per- '

fectly suitable date for the tripartile meeting.

June 3, 1945

SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL'

With reference to your message on the desirability of fixing
the meeting of the three of us for an earlier date than July 151
should like to tell you again that July 15 was suggested by Pres-
ident Truman and that I have agreed. In view of the correspond-
ence now being exchanged between you and the President on
the matter, I refrain from suggesting a new date for our meeting.

June 5, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr H. TRUMAN

Thank you for your second message about the Istria-Trieste
area. | have also read Mr Harriman’'s Note setting forth the
proposals of the U.S. and British Governments to the Govern-
ment of Yugoslavia for a settlement.

I gather from your communication that agreement has been
reached in principle between the U.S. and British Governments,
on the one hand, and the Yugoslav Government, on the other,
concerning the establishment in the Trieste-Istria territory of an
Allied Military Administration under the Allied Commander-in-
Chiel in the Mediterranean. I think, however, that a complete
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Sent on February 18, 1942
J. V. STALIN TO F. ROOSEVELT

1 have received your message about U.S. arms deliveries in
January and February. I stress that it is now, when the peoples
of the Soviet. Union and their Army are bending their energies
to throw the Hitler troops back by a tenacious offensive, that
U.S. deliveries, including tanks and aircrait, are essential for
our common cause and our further success. .

Sent on February 18, 1942
J. V. STALIN TO F. ROOSEVELT

! This is to acknowledge receipt of yours of February 13. should
fike first of all to point out that I share your conviction that the
efforts of the new U.S. Ambassador to Moscow, Admiral Stand-
ley, whom you hold in such high esteem, to bring our two coun-
tries still closer together, will be crowned with success.

Your decision, Mr President, to grant the Government of the
U.S.S.R. another $1,000,000,000 under the Lend-Lease Act4 on
the same terms as the first $1,000,000,000, is accepted by the
Soviet Government with sincere gratitude. With reference to the
matter raised by you 1 would like to say that, in order not to
delay decision, the Soviet Government will not at the moment
raise the matter of revising the terms for the second $.1,000,000,000
to be granted to the Soviet Union nor call for taking due account
of the extreme strain placed on the U.S.S.R. by the war against
our common foe. At the same time I fully agree with you and
hope that later we shall jointly fix the moment when it will be
mutually desirable to revise the financial agreements now being
concluded, in order to take special account of the circumstances
pointed out ahove.



played an active part in the defeat of Hitler Germany, were to be
placed in a less favourable position compared with Finland.

As regards political régimes, the opportunities. for the demo-
cratic elements in Roumania and Bulgaria are not less than, say,
in Italy, with which the Governments of the United States and
the Soviet Union have already resumed diplomatic relations. On
the other hand, one cannot but notice that in recent times politi-
cal development in Roumania and Bulgaria has pursued a tran-
quil course, and | see no signs that could give grounds for dis-
quiet over the future development of democratic principles in
these countries. And so, as | see'it, there is no need for special
Allied measures as far as these countries are concerned.

Hence the Soviet Government holds that resumption of diplo-
matic relations with Roumania, Bulgaria and Finland should
not be delayed any longer and that the question of Hungary
might be considered somewhat later.

June 9, 1945

Sent on June 11, 1945

TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr H. TRUMAN
The White House, Washington

On the third anniversary of the Soviet-American Agreement .
on the Principles Applying to Mutual Aid in the Prosecution of
the War against Aggression, I beg you and the Government of
the United States of America to accept this expression of grat-’
itude on behalf of the Soviet Government and myself.

The Agreement, under which the United States of America
throughout the war in Europe supplied the Soviet Union, by way
of lend-lease, with munitions, strategic materials and food,
played an important role and to a considerable degree contrib-
uted to the successful conclusion of the war against the com-
mon foe—Hitler Germany.

1 feel entirely confident that the friendly links between the So-
viet Union and the Uniled States of America, strengthened in
the course of their joint effort, will continue to develop for the
benefit of our peoples and in the interests of durable cooperation
between all freedom-loving nations,

4
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PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Thank you for yours of June 10 about resuming diplomatic re-
lations with Roumania, Bulgaria and Finland, as well as Hun-
gary. I note that you will shortly lel me have your proposals
on the point, T still think that resumption of diplomatic relations
with Roumania and Bulgaria, who together with Soviet troops
helped defeat Hitler Germany, should not be delayed any long-
er. Nor is there any reason to defer resumption of diplomatic
relations with Finland, which is fulfilling the armistice terms.
As to Hungary, this can be done somewhat later.

June 14, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Yours of June 15 to hand. Agree with “Terminal.”
June 15, 1945

PERSONAL AND MOST SECRET
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr H. TRUMAN

[ am in receipt of your message about preparations for a So-
viet-Chinese agreement and your instructions to Mr Hurley.
Thank you for the steps you have taken.

June 15, 1945
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PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr H. TRUMAN
o

Your message about the withdrawal of Allied troops in Ger-
many and Austria into thelr respective zones received.

Regretiully 1 must tell you that your proposal for beginning
the withdrawal of U.S. troops into their zone and moving U.S.
troops into Berlin on June 21 ‘is meeting with difficulties, for
Marshal Zhukov and other military commanders have been
summoned to the Supreme Soviet session which opens in Mos-
cow on June 19, and also to arrange and take part in a parade
on June 24, Moreover, some of the districts of Berlin have not
yet been cleared of mines, nor can the mine-clearing operations
be finished until late June. Since Marshal Zhukov and the other
Soviet military commanders will not be able to return to Ger-
many before June 28-30, I should like the beginning of the with-
drawal to be put off till July 1, when the commanders will be
back at their posts and the mine-clearing finished.

As regards Austria, what 1 have said about summoning the
Soviet commanders to Moscow and the time of their return to
their posts applies to that country as well. It is essential, fur-
thermore, that in the next few days the European Advisory Com-
mission should complete its work on establishing the occupa-
tion zones in Austria and in Vienna. In view of the foregoing the
stationing of the respective forces in the zones assigned to them
in Austria should likewise be postponed till July 1. :

Besides, in respect of both Germany and Austria we must
establish occupation zones right away for the French troops.

We for our part shall take proper steps in Germany and Austria
according to the plan set out above.

June 16, 1945
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PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

I have received your message about the withdnrawal of Allied
forces into their respective zones in Germany!'% and Austria.

I must say regretfully that difficulties have arisen in the matter
of beginning the withdrawal of British and U.S. troops into their
zones and the moving of British and U.S, troops into Berlintot
on June 21, as Marshal Zhukov and other military commanders
have been summoned to the Supreme Soviet session which opens
in Moscow on June 19, and to arrange a parade and take part in
it on June 24. They will not be iable to return to Berlin until
June 28-30. Moreover, it should be borne in mind that mine-
clearing operations in Berlin are not yet complete and are not
likely to be so before the end of the month.

With regard to Austria I must repeat what I have said about
calling the Soviet commanders to Moscow and about the time of
their return. It is necessary, furthermore, that in the next few days
the European Advisory Commission should complete its work on
establishing the occupation .zones in Austria and in Vienna,
which has yet to he done.

In view of the foregoing 1 suggest that we put off the begin-
ning of the withdrawal of the respective troops and the plac-
ing of them in their zones both in Germany and in Austria till
July 1.

Besides, in respect of both Germany and Austria we should

" even now establish occupation zones for the French troops.

We shall take proper steps in Germany and Austria in keeping
with the plan set out above.
I have written about this to President Truman as well.

June 17, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER ). V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL, -

Yours of June 14 to hand.
1 fu_lly appreciate the motives which make you think it necessa-
1y to include Mr Attlee in the British delegation,

June 18, 1945
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PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

I am in receipt of your message of June 17. :

The delegations will be accommodated as anticipated in your
message and as was done in the Crimea. Each delegation will
have its own enclave with regulations in accordance with the
wishes of the head of the delegation. All three delegations will
be accomniodated in the Babelsberg district, south-east of Pots-
dam. The Crown Prince’s palace in Potsdam, a fourth building,
will be used for joint meetings."

2. Marshal Zhukov will arrive in Berlin on June 28. By that
date the advance groups of Montgomery and Eisenhower should
be on the spot to inspect and take over the Babelsberg premises.
The Montgomery and Eisenhower groups will get all the infor-
mation and explanations they need concerning the premises from
General Kruglov, whom your people know from Yalta.

3. There is a good air field in Kladow, not far from where the
delegations will stay, and landings can be made there.

June 18, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Although the Yugoslav Government has accepted the U.S. and
British Governments' proposal concerning the Istria-Trieste
area, the Trieste negotiations seem to be deadlocked. The main
reason is that the representatives of the Allied Command in the
Mediterranean refuse to entertain even the minimum wishes of
the Yugoslavs, to whom credit is due for liberating the area from
the German invaders, an area, moreover, where the Yugoslav
population predominates. This situation cannot be considered
satisfactory from the Allied point of view.

Being loth to aggravate relations, I have so far in my corre-

spondence refrained from mentioning the conduct of Field Mar-
shal Alexander, but now I must stress that in the course of the

220

negotiations the haughty tone to which Field Marshal Alexan-
der sometimes resorts in relation to the Yugoslavs is imadmissi-
ble. It is simply intolerable that Field Marshal Alexander has, in
an official public address, permitted himself to compare Marshal
Tito with Hitler and Mussolini. That is unfair and insulting to
Yugoslavia.

The Soviet Government was also surprised by the peremptory
tone of the statement which the Anglo-American representatives
made to the Yugoslav Government on June 2. How can one expect
to get lasting and positive results by using such methods?

The foregoing compels me to draw your attention to the sit-
uation. I still hope that as far as Trieste-Istria is concerned, the
Yugoslavs' rightful interests will be respected, particularly in
view of the fact that on the main point the Yugoslavs have met
the Allies half-way.

June 21, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr H. TRUMAN

Although the Yugoslav Government has accepted the U.S. and
British Governmenls’ proposal concerning the Istria-Trieste
area, the Trieste negotiations seem to be deadlocked. The main
reason is that-the representatives of the Allied Command in the
Mediterranean refuse to entertain even the minimum wishes of
the Yugoslavs, to whom credit is due for liberating the area from
the German invaders, an area, moreover, where the Yugoslav
population predominates. This situation cannot be considered
satisfactory from the Allied point of view.

Being loath to aggravate relations, I have so far in my corre-
spondence refrained from mentioning the conduct of Field Mar-
shal Alexander, but now I must stress that in the course of the
negotiations the haughty tone to which Field Marshal Alexander
sometimes resorts in relation to the Yugoslavs is inadmissible.
It is simply intolerable that Field Marshal Alexander has, in an
official public address, permitted himself to compare Marshal
Tito with Hitler and Mussolini. That is unfair and insulting to
Yugoslavia.
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The Soviet Government was also surprised by the peremptory
tone of the statement which the Anglo-American representatives
made to the Yugoslav Government on June 2. How can one ex-
pect to get lasting and positive results by using such methods?

The foregoing compels me to draw your attention to the sit-
uation. I still hope that as far as Trieste-Istria is concerned, the
Yugoslavs' rightful interests will be respected, particularly in
view of the fact that on the main point the Yugoslavs have met
the Allies hall-way.

June 21, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr H. TRUMAN

I am in receipt of your message of June 19 about resuming
diplomatic relations with Roumania, Bulgaria, Hungary and
Finland.

I see that you are still studying the mattér. As for me I main-
tain as heretofore that there is no justification for further delay
in resuming diplomatic relations with Roumania and Bulgaria.

June 23, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Your message of June 22 about the King visiting Berlin, and
your previous message on the same subject, have reached me.

My plan did not envisage a meeting with the King, it had in
view the conference of the three of us, on which you, the Presi-
dent and myself had exchanged messages earlier. However, if
you think it necessary that 1 should meet the King, I have no ob-
jection to your plan.

June 23, 1945
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~ PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Iaccept the proposal contained in your message of June 23.

June 27, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO PRESIDENT H. TRUMAN

Your message of June 26 concerning Trieste-Istria and Yugo-
slavia to hand.

In this matter there are of course points that warrant Ijoint

discussion by us. I am prepared to discuss them when we meet
in Germany,

July 6, 1945
PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W. CHURCHILL

Your message on Trieste-Istria and Yugoslavia received.
I have nothing against discussing this matter at the forthcom-

© ing meeting in Germany.

July 6, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr W, CHURCHILL

Your message of July 4 received.
1 agree with you about warning the press that its representa-
tives will not be admitted to “Terminal.”

July 6, 1945
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PERSONAL AND SECRET

FROM GENERALISSIMO J. V. STALIN
TO Mr C. ATTLEE

1 received your message on July 27. I have no objection to your
proposal for holding our conference on Saturday, July 28, at any
hour you like. 0

July 27, 1945

TO Mr HARRY .S. TRUMAN,
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Berlin
My dear Mr President,

Your Memorandum of July 27 about German coal, and the
copy of your instructions to Gen. Eisenhower, have reached me.

The important matter of using German coal to meet Europt_zan
requirements, raised in your Memorandum, will be duly studied.
The Government of the United States of America will be in-
formed of the Soviet Government's view on the subject.

I must say, however, that care should be taken to ensure that
the measures for exporting the coal do not give rise to disturb-
ances of any kind in Germany, to which vou draw at_teqtion .in
your instructions to Gen. Eisenhower, and I think this is quite
feasible and essential from the standpoint of the interests of the
Allied countries.

J. STALIN

Berlin, July 29, 1945

TO Mr HARRY S. TRUMAN,
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Berlin

My dear Mr President,

I have received your message of July 20 about diverting the
route of U.S. and Soviet traffic from Tehran to Berlin,

The Soviet Government takes a favourable view of your pro-
posal. The appropriate Soviet authorities have been instructed to
discuss with U.S. representalives the technical problems arising
out of the proposal.

J. STALIN
Berlin, July 29, 1945

TO Mr HARRY S. TRUMAN,
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Berlin
My dear Mr President,

Thank you for your letter of July 30. [ feel better today, and
expect to be able to attend the Conference tomorrow, July 31.
Very sincerely yours,

J. STALIN
Berlin, July 30, 1945

TO Mr HARRY S. TRUMAN,
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Berlin
My dear Mr President,

Thank you for sending me your portrait. 1 shall not fail to
send you mine the moment [ return to Moscow.

Sincerely yours,

. J. STALIN
Berlin, July 30, 1945
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PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr C. ATTLEE

Your letter of August 1 received. I have nothing against the
British Ambassador in Moscow discussing with V. M. Molotov
the question of the Soviet citizens who married British subjects
during the war leaving for Great Britain.

August 7, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM GENERALISSIMO J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,
: Mr H. TRUMAN

I have received your message of August 12 about designating
General of the Army Douglas MacArthur Supreme Commander
for the Allied Powers to accept, coordinate and carry into effect
the general surrender of the Japanese Armed Forces.

The Soviet Government accepts your proposal and is in agree-
ment with the procedure suggested by you which provides that
General MacArthur shall issue to the Japanese Imperial Gen-
eral Headquarters instructions concerning unconditional surren-
der of the Japanese troops to the Soviet High Commander in the
Far East as well, Lieutenant-General Derevyanko has been ap-
pointed the representative of the Soviet Military High Command,
and has received appropriate directions,

August 12, 1945
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. PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, H. TRUMAN °

Your message enclosing General Order Number 1 received. I
have nothing against the substance of the order. It is understood
that the Liaotung Peninsula is an integral part of Manchuria,
Hewever, 1 suggest amending General Order Number | as fol-
Tows: .

1. To include in the area to be surrendered by the Japanese
armed forces to the Soviet troops all the Kurile Islands which,
according to the three-Power decision taken in the Crimea, are
to pass into the possession of the Soviet Union,

2. To include in the area to be surrendered by the Japanese
armed forces to Soviet troops the northern half of the Istand of
Hokkaido adjoining in the north La Perouse Strait, which lies
between Karafuto and Hokkaido. To draw the demarcation line
between the northern and southern halves of Hokkaido along a
line running from the town of Kushiro on the east coast of the
island to the town of Rumoe on the west coast of the island, in-
cluding the said towns in the northern half of the island.

This last point is of special importance to Russian public opin-
ion. As is known, in 1919-21 the Japanese occupied the whole
of the Soviet Far East. Russian public opinion would be gravely
offended if the Russian troops had no occupation area in any
part of the territory of Japan proper.

1 .am most anxious that the modesl suggestions set forth above
should not meel with any objections.

August 16, 1945
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FROM GENERALISSIMO J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr ATTLEE

I thank you for your friendly greetings and congratulations
on the victory over Japan and in turn congratulate you on the
victory. The war against Germany and Japan and our common
aims in the struggle against the aggressors have brought the
Soviet Union and the United Kingdom closer and have promoted
our cooperation, which for many years to come will be based on
the treaty of alliance between us.

I am confident that this cooperation, tried in war and in the
perils of war, will develop and grow stronger for the benefit of
our peoples in the post-war as well.

August 20, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr H. TRUMAN

Your message of August 18 to hand.

I understand your message to imply refusal to accede to the
Soviet Union’s request that the northern half of Hokkaido be
included in the area of surrender of Japanese armed forces to
Soviet troops. 1 must say that I and my colleagues had not an-
ticipated that such would be your. reply.

2. As regards your demand for a permanent air base on one
of the Kurile Islands, which, in keeping with the three-Power
decision taken in the Crimea, are to pass into the possession of
the Soviet Union, 1 consider it my duty to say the following.
First, I must point out that no such measure was envisaged by
the tripartite decision either in the Crimea or at Berlin, nor does

it in any way follow from the decisions adopted there. Second,
‘demands of this kind are usually laid either before a vanquished
country or before an allied country that is unable to defend a
particular part of its territory and expresses, therefore, readiness
to grant its ally an appropriate base. I do not think the Soviet
Union can be classed in either category. Third, since your mes-
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sage furnishes no reasons for the demand that a permanent base
be granted, I must tell you in all frankness thal neither I nor my
colleagues understand the circumstances in which this claim on
the Soviet Union could have been conceived.

August 22, 1945

Sent on September 24, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECRET MESSAGE
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr ATTLEE

Your message on the differences over the Council of Ministers
has reached me. “

V. M. Molotov’s stand on this issue derives from the necessity of
faithfully carrying out the Berlin Conference decision, clearly
formulated in paragraph 3 (b) of the decision on the Council of
Ministers. The Council of Ministers decision of September 11
runs counter to the Berlin Conference decision mentioned above

and is, therefore, inacceptable.

The point, then, is not Council of Ministers procedure, but
whether the Council of Foreign Ministers has the right to revoke
this or that provision of the Berlin Conference decisions. I think
we shall depreciate the Berlin Conference decisions if we for a
single moment grant the Council of Foreign Ministers the right
to revoke {hem.

I do not think that rectification of the error committed—a
rectification designed to reaffirm the decisions of the Berlin Con-
ference, on which V. M. Molotov insists—can give rise to a nega
tive attitude to the Conference or to the Council of Ministers, or
offend anyone.



PERSONAL AND SECRET
FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr TRUMAN

1 @am in receipt of your message of August 27, I.am glad that
the misunderstandings that had crept into our correspondence
have been dispelled. While not in the least offended by your pro-
posal, 1 was taken aback by it, for, as is now plain, I had mis-
understood you.

Of course, 1 agree to your suggestion for granting the United
States the right to land on our air fields on one of the Kuriles
in emergency cases during the period of occupation of Japan.

I am also in agreement with commercial aircraft being grant-
ed landing facilities on a Soviet air field on one of the Kuriles.
Tn this matter the Soviet Government counts on U.S. reciprocity
with regard to the right of Soviet commercial planes to land on
a U.S. air field on one of the Aleutians. The fact is that the pres-
ent air route from Siberia to the United States vid Canada is
not satisfactory on account of its great length. We prefer to have
a shorter route between the Kuriles and Seattle’ by way of the
Aleutians as an intermediate point,

August 30, 1945

: TO THE PRESIDENT
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, Mr TRUMAN

On the day of the signing of the instrument of surrender by
Japan allow me to congratulate you, the Government of the
United States of America and the American people on the great

victory over Japan.
1 salute the Armed Forces of the United States of America on

the occasion of their brilliant victory.
J. STALIN
Seplember 2, 1945
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Sent on Seplember 23, 1945

. FROM GENERALISSIMO J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE U.S.A, Mr TRUMAN

Your message received.

I have made inquiries of Molotov but so far have not received
a reply. After studying the matter 1 have arrived at the conclu-
sion that if it is a question of France and China taking part in
a Balkans settlement, then, in conformity with the exact mean-
ing of the Berlin Cenference decision, the lwo countries should
not be invited to attend.

Sent on September 23, 1945

FROM GENERALISSIMO J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr H. TRUMAN

Your second message abput the Council of Ministers has
reached me.

Today I have received V. M. Molotov's reply, which says that
he adheres to the Berlin Conference resolution and considers
that that resolution should not be violated. For my part I must
stress that at the Berlin Conference we neither resolved nor
agreed that members of the Council who had not signed the
surrender terms could participate in discussions but not vote.
I think that Molotov’s stand in the sense of strict adherence to
the Berlin Conlerence decision cannot make a bad impression or
offend anyone.
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PERSONAL AND SECRET
FROM GENERALISSIMO J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE US.A., Mr TRUMAN

On October 24 Mr Harriman handed me your message. I had
two talks with him on matters discussed at the Foreign Minis-
ters’ conference in London. In the course of the talks I replied
to all the questions which he, on your directions, raised with
me.

October 26, 1945

PERSONAL AND SECRET
FROM GENERALISSIMO J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE U.S.A., Mr H. TRUMAN

I have received your message concerning the withdrawal of
U.S. and Soviet troops from Czechoslovakia. 1 am sorry to say
delivery was delayed because of the irregular functioning of the
airline between Moscow and Sochi due to weather conditions.

1 welcome your proposal for withdrawing the troops in No-
vember, all the more as it is in full accord with the Soviet plan
for demobilisation and withdrawal ol troops. Consequently we
may consider that the withdrawal of Soviet and U.S. troops
from Czechoslovakia will be completed by December .

November 7, 1945
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PERSONAL AND SECRET !
) FROM GENERALISSIMO J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr C. ATTLEE

I am in receipt of your messa
' ge about th i i
President Truman. Thank you for the communic:tic‘:Tr:e.etmg it

November 8, 1945

Sent on November 15, 1945

FROM GENERALISSIMO J. V. STALI
. V. N
TO THE PRIME MINISTER OF GREAT BRITAIN,
Mr C. ATTLEE

Thank you for your congratulations on t

the founding of the Soviet State, he 2610 anniversary of

SECRET AND PERSONAL FROM PREMIER J. V. STALIN
TO THE PRESIDENT, Mr H. TRUMAN

'£hank you for your message of December 8, 1945

ou may rest assured that 1, too, should like’to coo‘ erate wi

I)\'lc‘);lscsgwtha't“t-h? igrthcoming conference of the three I\ginisti!r“s”gg
w ;

Mos cause{ yield the results desired for the benefit of our com-

I shall shortly be in Moscow arid am wi
Byrmce in-ahy be in arid am willing to talk with Mr

December 9, 1945
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J. V. STALIN TO H. TRUMAN

MOST SECRET

My dear Mr President,

1 was glad to receive your message, transthitted to me by Mr
Byrnes, in which you dwell on the highty important subjects
that we are now discussing. 1 agree with you that the peoples
of the Soviet Union and the United States should strive to work
together in restoring and maintaining peace, and that we should
proceed from the fact that the common interests of our two coun-
tries far outweigh certain differences between us.

The conference of the Ministers now in session in Moscow
has already yielded good results. The steps taken by you and
Mr Byrnes with regard to both Japan and the peace treaties have
helped in a big way. We may take it that agreement on these im-
portant points has been reachedsot and that the conference has
done work that will play a prominent part in establishing prop-
er mutual understanding between our countries in this period
of transition from war to peace.

The subject of atomic energy is still under discussion. I hope
that on this matter, too, we shall establish unity of views and
that by joint effort a decision will be reached that will be satis-
Jactory to both countries and to the other nations. :

I take it that you have been informed of my first talk with
Mr Byrnes. We shall meet for further talks. But even now I feel
1 can say that on the whole I am optimisiic as to the results of
the exchange of views now taking place between us on urgent
international problems, and this, 1 hope, will provide further op-
portunities for coordinating the policies of our countries on other
issues,

I take this opportunity to answer the letter which I recently
received from you concerning the arrival of the artist Chandor in
Moscow, | have been away from Moscow for a long time and
regret. to say that in the immediate future 1 should find it hard,
in view of my numerous duties, to give any time to Mr Chan-
dor. I am, of course, ready to send him my portrait if you think
that would be suitable in this instance.

J. STALIN
December 23, 1945






