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industry,

- Weell,
hire of labour were "omtr on |1 :alwuld never huve
conne to Russia,”” said recer itly a -Johannesburger

just_ arrived in Moscow. He e\prubed what to one
who had not clusely follow ed the course of events to |
date in Russia w as o natural misconeeplion in view

o the somewhat LtOpl 11 propagdndd about Russia

o which: most of us, especially In distant countries,

“have been purtu' - but a misconception stid held

alzo by =ome earncest Communists who have been

richit 1hr0u"h tho tire of the last five years in Russia
v oelf.  Was ot the revolution to abolish ¢xploi-

stion, trade and proht and introduce u;~0peratnt,

production for common user And did it not 1n fact
in Russia enjoy

Jo sur At any rate, did not we

( UH”“U“]‘)I” fUl‘ DU\'Ordl ‘v(’ L{a-—-—-]]()t, H'Qneruuq rilti(}l]s,

uld we now have to sce,

Lut equal for allz. Why sh
"vn(“'mtmn

‘new e¢ unoml(, policy,” & new
row up and make lnonv}, whllc W,
we had fought- “down profiteering

whe thought
ed and all, live but little better than before:

< COMMUNIST COASU MPTJON.”

~uch 1:.l|k reflects the cominon tcndcm.)- ty dweil
oo tUne Cconsumer oaspect, to consider °* profit 7 e
+hat the shopkeeper makes, to dwell on distribution
and forget, praduction. It was no doubt pos ssible and
necessAry as da o remporary Widr 1measare Lo e cm* and
TJi<tribute whatever consumables came handy. ~ But
(‘¢ mmumam involves not just *having all thm” in
common,” but produunu’ them. War-titne produc-
vion.  such as v wass, was not normal. production;
caither it plu,ludud tlw possibility of 1t The = Wor
Communtsin. ﬂu-hpot-~ to which (poor as tln voWerd)
~oIe in Russia still look back with regret, dia not
imply ])uttin" on flesh,” They meant Iittie oro
than spending’ the country s resourcees. That could

Iiverybody was numnmlly given some sur:
11

under the
™ pruﬁlt't‘-l‘h

'1‘)1 ]ll""L )
of a job and got some aorl of a rafion, c¢lothing

<helter: but that, in t}u' disorganised condition of
things inherited from Asarisin and the Great War,
and intensified by the Allied attacks which have nnl\.
ust ended (te lnpurdrll} at least), did not nean llml
overvbody was_really pluduulw his whack and carn-
ine his salt, or that what he produud was U*-.L‘f;l!l
On the contrary, in Russia, 48 in other>Ncountries in
war time, the bulk of war products necgssarily went

te waste: and while most othor u.)u/f:l 103 COV erod
thiis with huge war loanhs, Soviet Ruszia umld nm

borrow & Sl hp(‘*l)(c

PRODI Cl [ON THE PRUB] I M.

The Connmunist Mandesto iy 3 one tlu {ir=!
duticsz of 4 victurious pro.leidrmt is the. LUIILL‘H“’ 1tion .
of all instruments of production 1n the hands of the

proletarian state and the rapid ncrease of produc-

But how was this po»ablc in the devas-

¥ \nw' circustnstances of tll(‘ tllllh" IIOW L(Jll]d bUCld]-

~ist. production be -.ud(}cnl\. ~ntroduced out of the

chaos taken over from Kerenzkyv: To take food pra-
Judtion in particular, climination of landowners dovs

hot of itseli bring about socialist agriculture:
it left most agriculiure in tlu spme pettyy

Lackward state ax before.  Besides, “althouuh - all
human achiy ll\' mal” be reduced to terins of a -ll|l|;h'

food, (1otlmw and sholfer, vet this questin
postulates  the whole machinery of organized

transport, distribution and cxchange., not
(s mention general-amemties, 411 of which the fevo-

lutionary governine Tt found in a4 state of consiudor-

contrary,

HIR

able collapse. and “the counter- luulutlmmr\ Wars
destroyed :1ltogcllwr. The dramatic

pretty nearly _
~troke of a revolution, dethroning the
'tutnr-lnp leaves the task of nUlehw‘ltlon

capitalist dic-
=till tu b

e <un, and although obvigusly 1t cannobeven be bee-

cun until the capitalist \clags has. begh  de thruncd.

Vel no e re dramatic stro\kc of - itself c¢an ;uunnphah
least of all 1n a muntr\ alwavs backward, und 11l

Hw inidst of c¢ivil war,
TWAR ( ()\I \ll \I\M.,

UH‘ revolut? uni ne

I'ar the first siX nionths after
llut\\lth’*tdndm”

Jewil, private enterprise jin Russia,

if 1 had known that. private tradmg and

| war and foreign attack thickened it stopped,

for

parative peace

.owing to the deliberate counter-revolutionary
‘tion of rallwayvs, futorics,' mines, machinery A1

Un thu aowrer Uf dl]. 18.!1(]

whieh

industry

- By S. P. BUNTING.

the pre-existing collapse of trangport and indusiry.

was, it secmns, still very aclive. . But as the civil
the
 private employera and managers, ‘‘ not taking us
seriously,” as Trotsky .says, threw ‘up their job, and
the Government had to take over oné concern after
another more than it could chew, dizlocating the
correct Commum st. Manifesto policy, namely, after
seizing power to w rcsb all. (apltal from the bour-
geoizsic “ by degrees.” The ensuing War Commun-
ism might indeed have developed inio real coni-y
munist produ(tlon had other countrics, and (Jvrnmm'-
in particular to begin with, followed the example
of the November rm'_uluti'(m'us waz hoped at the tune
,"‘--:md it was on such hopes that wuch of our Utue-
pian propaganda abroad was based. A it wus, cven
rural production sagged for want of stimulus, and
the peasants became h«( ‘ontented.

WHAT THE “'\ | (JU\Um TO.

Tt was not until the latter hali of 1922) .,
had  at last been sceeured,
Sovict -Government felt able to tackle, or at least 1o
face. the position, greatly  worsened ras it was
l (lc.:-:iruv-

whon coin-
that

CVen raw nmturml, “uand. on the top of all thi=. to the

f:llmnu Tt was, as 1t sull s, clearly Jlll|)0--ll)]i
had néver even been thought possible—for the
qt:ntu 1N thesce ut(umbhmc 2 {o run all the cvxpro-

priated concerns atself:
the most mwntml and the easiest.  Food was the:
first necessity, © Hencee, in the abscence of adequate
State production of articles exchangeable for corn,
the stimulus of free exchange and an-open market
was re-introduced, coupled with revival of curreney,
payiment -of wages according to work done, and de-
control of manyv undertakings, the-State anming lor
the prce('-nt at retention of large or key industrics
onkv, taking cdre, however, ** to prevent decontrolied |
ind thl(‘b from de\ lepm'f to the” detriment of ven-
eral prmup]e cand  ofy pruspeetive  complete
socialiastion in the fulmé-a of time. Thus even now
the concerns not dire ctl\ (like the railwayvz) adminis-

tered by the State stili consgist predoniinantly of con-

‘¢ tl"*"':U"'

controllingly influcnced by
(to quottc tha, Connmuni=t Ma
festo  again)—by w-oueratn ¢s, workers’ unions or
sroups, .- trusts nonm! rj )y Governmerit withs
the approval of the 1 nplow bs angl industrial unions
concerned, ete.—and only th o small extent and on a
small scale of mdlwdual ])rwdle t‘l’llCl[)I'lb(} . and, as
rog: ards shopkeeping, which is the main direction ol
private enterprise, the (wvormnvnti itzelf a shop-
keeper on a large scale, competing succee ssfélll\" with
private shops and preventing theny from prohtvvrmg
especially in bread and other prime - necessaries,
Moreover, the Gov ernmom retains complete control

Cerns  rutl f)l‘
ciated individuals =

uf furmg‘n trade and itself conducts the bulk of it

thus checking the danger of capitalist ascendancy

from tlmt quarter, -'\nd Uf course the Stul.c,f SUNHINE

CHEAVY NDUST RY " THE KEY.

1 bpnu of an increased 1nv(11m|n\ Of In-
[.ight industry,

Results,
comes, have justified 4his pulu
i.c.. the prudtl('tlun of necesfaries  and  goods  for
there is an lllllllt‘(h e market and demand,
hhas l;apidl\' increased ;. the  general niinimmn
standard of living has l‘l*--q/ll and 1= still rising ace-

urduwl\ the peasants’ disaffection has been neus
tmllwd the rouble has .be come very much more
5tdbl(‘ than the mark; and the State JFreasury ]1:}5
been approclublv enriched., Nor has the comparia-
tively small class of private tradesmen or vmpluvvr:-;
(of coursc disfranchizged), though “ making ood 7 to
the disgust of many proletarians, aequited the shight-
est. political  influence or dmpaired. the absolute
working.class control of the State. However, “light
' ('annot cet along in ¢ivilised communitics
without ** heavy industry ' to produce the plant,
machinery, rallu ay material, mn{ernls,, ctesy things
for which there is no ready public markei, the chief
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it could ofly concentrate on

'1v-p0n-~1hh* for the comparatively
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{ buyer being the btdtc or thlll“’h requiting much
capital to produce. Now it 1s just i © heavy -}
dustry that capitalism elsewhere finds 1ts power.

blmple productlon e.g., of corn or rice, although 1t
constitutes the bulk’ of human production, is 1in gen-
eral not so directly amenable to capitalist control:

it is too scattered, and aoes too direct from hand
to tnouth (and for the same reason it will probably
be the last formn of production E@ be socialised). It
18 through the more elaborate industrial and com-
mercial undertakings that Big Business, ‘with its
steel kings: gold bugs, coal barons, oil magnates,
merchant princes, shipping rings, and =o on, is en-
abled to control the world.  For heavy industry,
therefore, " as contrasted with smaller undertakings
_(I!lclln" ol \‘.hlt_h thie =<tate could not be bothered to
conduct at alb), ““proletarian 2tate (_:l[)lldllwnl C(with
the working class as 113 own owner ulplhill--t) 1= the
only possible policy for Noviet Ruszxia. To heavy
industry as its Palladium the Workers”™ Republic
will' ¢ling with the utmost tenacity.  To - recondition
apd restart it, and at the same tine to retain it oan
State hands. is a crucial link in the chain of Noviet
development to-day.  And =o, though MoONey 15 Very

tight, and though heavy industry has :n;lu:l“ll}* de-
clined right up to date, yet ' conce -~--=u]n-- " have vone
only a negligible distance. There are many  bLarqu-
“harts cager to enter the ticld. but the Government
prefers slowly and painfully to accumulate the ne-
cessary capital itself, in competition with =uch ur-

cont needs az military and (since Lausanne) naval
expenditure, and at-the expense even of cducnliun,
cven, Jthough s reluctance to " attract capital = s

slow  progress  of

Russian industry to-day, Howevero when Targe =cale by
lndu-.ll\’ and the consequent maximnui circulation
of 2 commodities,” eventually 'eet going at full 2wing,

dhe justification of the New Economie Poliey as the
ik between industry. and peasant produulun will
then 2t last boecore ﬂp[mwnt tory all,

TRANSITION POLIGY.

1hu1 11 the
\Ut l(lll'-l*-- ll I\ nllun

rillt'lt‘ *‘Ii.-‘i
revival of buvm" and sclling.
puinted out that it s
at the pumb ol pmduuu-n tl) it. thoe
In the present transitiongl regime. private
“all only-an tcide it The predomis-
“oState Capitali=m mntlur protetarian
Lenin as far back as
Rtate Noctali=m
market for. 1ts
classed as one
cconomiéeally &
appear
which

nothiny wdulmmn

nol 1) tln* mmlul

capitalist <hoe
prinches.
trading is after
nant feature s
control "—contemplated by
1918 or. as Trotsky describes it,
using the methods of the capitalise
a;\vork. l’mhd]w thiec N. L. f’ may be
x_nczl.aurc. W hldl Coappear
(much as the © United Front W omay to
politically) ** inzufticient and untenable,

~OMme

but

in the course of the movement outsirip. themselves,

and are indispenzsable as @
the whole mode of production - to quote once more
front the Communist Manifesto, which, be it noted,
never even suggests the abolition: of trade as such,
As ‘Lenin says, trade-is no further from Communis=m
than 12 the petty peasant  patriarchal agricultore
prevalent throughout most of Russin,  Itoi= all a
question of (post-revolutionary) stages. 1
lutely  wrong.” says Trotzkv, " to  suppose
<ocialist cconomy cian be inaugurated in accordance
with o priorr <tatisties - that we can simply bluce-
pencil capitalizt methods and then jugele Socralism
into the world on a calculation of the needs to be
satisfied and the material elements available. '
An incipient has to work

al[)ltull\l INES are risks

means of revolutionising

1< nlso-
thhat A

soctalist  economy

" OFf course there abhout

it.” Much depends on the activity and lovaliy of the

industrial unions, which play a o=t mportant part
in Russian cconomy.  Ultimately it all depends on
the persistence and spread throughout the world of
the revolution in genceral,  As for that, ‘Trotsky re-
marks that with capttalism crumbling cverywhere
else it would be strange indeed if in Russzia of all
plagc s in the, world it <hould hmmpl\ Meanwhile
value of m)mml of the [)Oht](dl NHE
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l cducation!’

with |

rehine), just as a rulmt' bourgevisie can concede re-
forms to labour without endangering its power, 80
*ihc proletarian power can make certain concessions,
inecluding the-right to make profit, to the bourgeoisie

:and vet. remain sccure in the saddle.

THE NEW GENL RATIO\

IRussia’s chief w eul\m‘w to-day 18 not the ¢ retreat”
to trade, but rather au cxcessive technieal back-
wardness, resulting in slackness and venality—all

relics ..md chinracteristics of the old regime which 1t
takes. tinie ‘to uabolish. The main army of Tsarist
officials had necessarily to be Kkept on for lack of
competent and loyal substitutes, while of the ex-
perts and professional technical men some sulked

and ran awav. others remained to sabotage. Tios
is where cducation i= looked to, and rightly, both to.

combat the ** N.E.P.unan’s " tainted ideology and to
re-man the whole State cconomic apparatus with a
svinpathetic, efficient and honest comnunist  per-
sotinel. There will be black sheep still, but the stu-
dents of to- dd\’ are <auceh d keen, mtellwcm lot and
<o well steeped in communist politics and economics,
that. the ** government service ”’ they are destined
<oon_to fill. will be the finest and cleanest in the
world, just as the Red Army personnel is alrecady
the finest and cleanest in the world, because it under-
<tands the fine and clean cause it has to fight for.

Of course 1t 15 NCCes{ary, as l.onin says, that many
voung Russians should learn “f business,” -by ex-
pertence, even at the foeet of boilrgeois Instructors,
and this may sorely try their communist faithful-
ness.  But hemwee all the more the lavish attention

paid to * the vouth 7 and the Young Commumnist
ur"dmmtmn- and the seizure of every opportunity
y propagate smonyg the youny people a healthy con:

u-mpt for bourgeois " morals "t and a burning patnot-
iz for the conmmunist - syvstem as the necessary

foundation of a higher ethical standard. |
“ BITING THE (,I\A\'ITI“ s .

At a2 Young Communist vathering last October in
Mozcow, Trotsky pointed. out that whereas under
capitalism a  proletarian  class-consciousness  was
learnt  cmpirically  from  the mere presence of the
bogs, making theoretic =chooling superfluous, now
on the other hand, with the workers® state as ' boss,”
with private exploitation climinated, with the work-
ing class ¢rowing only richer, not poorer, and the

foundation of =society becoming only stronger, not
weaker; as this * state capitalism 7 develops, and

hence with no purpose served by striking, ete., the
voung worker who has grown up during the revo-
lution, but knows little about it, must be expressly
taught about man’s s place in the univérse, the struc-
ture, of society and _tho State, the workers’ past, pre-.
sent and future position in it, the functions of capi-
alism. 1mperialism, religion, and so on, before he

can properly understand the w orkshop. ““1t is the
question of the life or death of a whole class, of the

people.  Great sacrifice, great class intensity, is-
needed to attain Socialism. - Here and now, while
the painful  first socialist accumulation ’’ is going
on. our working c¢lass must consciously realise that
here on earth paradise 15 to be attained. Education,
: concluded Trotsky: “ let yvour vounyg
teeth bite the hard granite of education, all the more
because our situation . iz bad and blinds us to the
class birth of the sState. In the vears-before us work-
iy class vodth must work intensively as the advance
guard of the- \\'m'king_; class when the struggle nX-
hausts the strength of the older generation. On our
voung people’s organisation hangs the life or death
of Russia and of the world revolution.”. And the
deafening response of that great concourse of “young
men and maidens 7 (like the huge demonstration that
followed on 7th November) seemed to promise that
they felt equal to their task: that with their help
and pressure the tactic " of the N.E.P. will.
not weaken but strengthen the mmovement towards
Conumunism, until organised comiiunist industry is
able ultimately to absorb all the rest, and the Soviet
Republie will have steered through yet one - more
dangerous channel ciear to safety. -
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