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Lenm : Persona] Impressions.
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(By “._: P Buntimge.)

I only saw or heard Lenmin cnce, and that was 2t the ffoneth B8
Congress of the Commuuist International at Moscow in November, @
1922, Before that indeed T had been quite elated on hearing that 2y
A paper I had \\'r“iti'en on  Colonial Questicnr 7 tor the " Nouvel kg
Orient " magazine had been read by Lenin whe would ploba,bl\'
ask me to come and have a talk with him on the subject ; but owing &8
no doubt:to the greater claim of cther matters on his lnmt{ d time g8
and strength (f01 he was then also in a poor wav) the iterview,
of course to my great disappointment, never came off.  But he kept
his appointment to address the Conﬂle% (although cven then he fy
gspoke with difficulty and retived lmmedmttl\ he had finished with- §8
out waiting for the debate), and I wormed my wav up as cloze as T B8
could, hoth .in order to have a gcod look at him and 1o tollow as g
best. I could his speech, which was in German - and cven he hed an
mtel pr eter by lhim to assist when he gof <tuck tfor a word.
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. On(* notices at once that no photographs truly ropresent hun. g8
Some- of them of course are deliberate caricatures. intended to 8
 suggest the hlack-haired plotter of devilish atrocities and terrervism, 8

with horns almost visibly crowing from his head.  But cven thie
others fail to produce the true impression.  Not that the ~hape or B8
features of his light complexioned face arve in themeelves cspecially g8
admirable ; but no picture can reproduce theiv. extreme mobility g
and vw'u"lt\, the rapid, twmk]mg eyes glancing here and there as
if to miss nothing, the live, humotcus,sometimes quizzical turns of .
his cexpression, und with all the leok of great’ conlidence wnd B

sagacity. | _
“Whatever he might have ‘been in his prime, he was no srator @8
ou thatsoccasion. Rather he seemed on the side of these who con- B
~sider rhetorie the meretricious side of propaganda.  The chiael -
- pression he gave was th:.nt\~ every word he said was truc, correct
sound, neither exaggevated nor underd¢tated, not designed te oxeite g
either undue eslation or groundless fear, hut cemething vou condd @8
bank ou and, recogmsing 1tf~ fulfilment in atter vears, sav = il he
not say o at the Fourth Congress! '’ Not that he was a nore lee-
turer. Woe to him on whom Lenin’s big cuns were turned, we ¥
were tald by those. who had been wersted or. 1atho ilenced by him i
in debate in previous years. When he had spcken, the last word 8
had been said. His faith was oreat becausc it was based on, and B8
coincided with, his almost unerring judgment. ‘The ignorvant -
geolsie regard Socml revolutions as the product of some evil plot, §8
of the “ black art 77 of some ‘‘ simister 77 ‘“ agitator;”’ and the mean
and frivolous obituary notices of Lenin in the mpltuh‘-t press still g
reflect thie tllpomhtwusness. But the class-conrcicus workers of g
the world know already, and the rest will not be lmw now in finding 8
cut, both how pr ofound is their Joss, and the loss te the won I, w ith
the passing of that leader last Monday, and at the same time how -
completely he himself was the })roduc “as well as the producer of a |
revelution which is scientifically inevitable, which demands and 83
will pmduco- again the same qualities of Judcrm('nt daring, hard 8
work and self-ﬂacrlﬁce not only on the part of a rarc leader but of &
t housands and millions of the rank and file toilers of all lands, au—*-s:
and colours, until victory is womn. a

More than most, then, Lenin - is immortal: he continues to lead
the woikillo' clags tc victory after his death. It used to be pre- B
dicted that he- and his colleagues would corrupt the revolution ¥
mto a I\apolemnc tyranny ; but that was the prediction of people
who did not understand the difference between bourgeoisie and 3
wor l\(—-m-——-explmters and exploited. With the workers’ final ictory K8
class domination (of which personal tyranny .is only an instrument)
« ome% to an end, and individual leaders can oradually be apmed
]ust as 1n the end the State itself will fall away m faveur of
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