
first and immediate task is to win 
over the power to rule our country 
as it should be ruled, that is, to 
replace the regime which consists 
of a White minority with a people's 
government enjoying the mandate from 
all the people." 

Future Sharpevilles and International 
Action 
"--imate change in Southern Africa 
will come as the struggle of the people 
develops. Sharpeville as a symbol of 
white violence still exists. The Af
rican struggle is naturally influenced 
by the role of international supporters 
of the South African regime. At this 
point the United States prefers vested 
economic interests based on exploitation 
to self-determination. These interests 
Mean U.S. political and/or military sup
port for South Africa; and for all these 
reasons we must act in solidarity with 
the growing struggle against injustice.  

The world community at the United Na
tions has chosen March 21 as the Inter
national Day for the Elimination of Ra
cial Discrimination, and the U.N. Gene
ral Assembly has requested "all States 
to commeorat...21 arch...in solidarity 
with the oppressed people of South Af
rica." An appeal by the U.N. Special 
Committee on Apartheid called on States 
tot contribute food, clothes, medicines, 
educational materials, and monies to li
beration organizations; help the move
ments to disseminate information on their 
legitimate struggle, and provide travel 
documents, employment and educational op
portunities to refugees from South Af
rica. The United States Government ful
fills none of these requests, but the Am
erican people can and must help in cer
tain ways, both related to the liberation 
struggle and to exposing U.S. government 
and business collaboration with South Af
rica.  

How You Can Help 
1. BBCGIE INFORMED AND INFORM OTHERS.  

Write to the following groups for further 
information about Southern Africa: 

American Committee on Africa 
164 Madison Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10016 

Africa Research Group 
P. 0. Box 213 
Cambridge, Mass. 02138

U.N. Special Conittee on Apartheid 
Room 3580 
United Nations, New York 10017 

2. SUP?(R ME LIBERATION MOVEMENTS.  
Send funds directly to the movements or via 
the Africa Defense and Aid Fund of the American 
Committee on Africa, 164 Madison Avenue, New 
York, N. Y. 10016. Clothes, books, and other 
goods are also needed. A list of speakers 
from the liberation movements is also availablo 

ffrom the ACOA.  

3. BEGIN PUBLIC INFORMATION AND ACTION 
CAMPAIGN. For information related to American 
corporate activity in South Africa; universi
ties or community models for action; and other 
materials, write to the above groups.  

WW I W TH AMALOAR 

CABRAL 
P. .A,.I.Q. C.  

(Summary of a discussion on Feb. 23, 1970, staff 
and friends of the American Committee on Africa, 
in New York City with Amilcar Cabral of PAIGC.) 

Mr. Cabral needs no translator whatsoever; he 
is an articulate, expressive, and impressive 
person, with rare gifts of personality and com
mitment. His hour-long chat seemed to last only 
10 minutes. Cabral stressed that the struggle 
in Guinea-Bissau is an indigenous one, a Strug
gle grounded in the realities of the country.  
He also emphasized the necessity of linking 
(hinea-Bissau with the Cape Verde Islands in 
any fight for self-determination from Portugal.  

The following is a general outline of what 
he said, though not exhaustive and not a direct 
quotation: 0 

The struggle began in 1961 with sabotage. We 
began our fight a bit early, but that was done 
parposely to support the struggle initiated in 
Angola. Part of the difficulty was the lack of 
mountainous areas in GB (Guinea-Bissau), and 
the necessity of using the forests. This was 
initially difficult because many of our people 
regarded the forests as sacred and not a place 
where a man should go. This has been overcome 
now, however. . .  

There were many cultural and/or religious



aspects that were contrary to a guerrilla 
struggle, such as the place of woman in 
the society. Also, the Portuguese had 
convinced many people they were not indi
genous (the Africans, that is). We had no 
facilities to produce weapons. Thus the 
process of the struggle has had to develop 
from the realities of the country...  

Our strategy has been centrifugal-
starting from the center of the country and 
working towards the borders, relying always 
on the peasants. We did not start in the 
cities as they did in Algeria, because we 
knew European strategies would not work for 
us, such as strikes, demonstrations, etc...  

Six months after the beginning of the 
fighting, the Portuguese Minister of De
fense stated that the guerrillas controlled 
15% of the country. The very next day he 
was asked to rescind his statement, and to 
say instead that it was merely a small re
bellion, now under control by the Portu
guese. They have continued to release oc
casional similar statements, but now we con
trol 60% of the country, and they wmt fool 
the world much longer...  

There was also never any specific "deci
sion" to include women in the struggle. It 
came about out of the struggle itself, very 
naturally. Since 1962 women have held high 
positions both in our political and our mi
itary organization. In this one decade we 
have passed two centuries so far as the role 
of woman is concerned. It is now required 
that if a village committee consists of 3, 1 
must be a woman; if it consists of 5, 2 must 
be women. The size of the village committees 
lepends on the size of the village...  

In 196I4 we held the first Congress inside 
the country. Zones were created, all being 
responsible to the top leadership. There are 
three major zones of fighting: North, South 
and East. As soon as an area is liberated, a 
Popular Militia is created to enforce the se
curity and protection of the liberated zones.  
The Popular Militias are composed of 80% wo

Now we have a Regular Army (Army Corps), 
a Council of War (7 people from the Central 
Committee of the Party, including the Secre
tary General of the Party who serves as Presi
dent of the Council of War). We have a Com
pander or Commandant of each military front, 
each of whom have some autonomy, but who are 
largely responsible to the Council of War.

There is a permanent delegation from the 
Central Comittee on each front, con
sisting of 3 people. Each Army Corps has 
a Comandante and a Political Commisar.  
The Popular Militia is linked to the poli
tical organisation of the party also...  

Each region also has a committee, with 
an officer for various divisions: political, 
security, education, civil and administra
tive, health, supplies, and the Popular 
Militia.  

In answering questions, Mr. Cabral ex
panded many of his preceeding comments.  
When asked about the economy of Guinea in 
the liberated zones, he said that the pro
cess of building new economic systems is to 
be a long one. The utilization of land 
traditionally within the country has been 
on a communal basis and this is true in 
liberated areas. Production has been in
creased, cooperation is greater, and a few 
new structures, such as cooperatives, are 
beginning. The people must depend on the 
barter system at this time, and can only sell 
skins, bee's wax, and lighter weight goods 
to Guinda (C.) and Senegal. But that the 
economi of GB has changed because of the 
success of the revolution is clear because 
while more rice is being grown in the li
berated areas than ever before, the Portu
guese now have to import rice to feed the 
people still under their control. It seems 
that nowadays the Portuguese import guns 
and foodstuffs and export only blown up 
trucks ! 

When asked why the Portuguese bothered 
to hold on to GB given its lack of mineral 
resources and its smallness, Cabral stated 
that he believed that the Portuguese were 
"prisoners" of their own ties and their own 
provincial theory. The theory that the co
lonies were provinces, integral parts of 
Portugal, would be dispelled if there was 
independence granted in GB. In addition, 
the Portuguese had to defend their total 
imperialist aims in Africa, and could not 
afford to be defeated by anti-imperialists.  

Speaking on the state of the Portuguese 
Army, Cabral mentioned that there were 14,O0O 
defectors/deserters per year. Thirty Por
tuguese soldiers have deserted from the 
Army in Guinea-Bissau. He saw some posi
tive changes occurring within Portugal, par
ticularly among student and church individuals.
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Discussing Portugal's strategy, r. negal to bomb Senegalese villages. Mr. Cabral 

Cabral said that the wars had made Pbrtu- said that there were no PAIGC troops in 

gal accelerate education for Africans and Senegal.  

that the Portuguese were made to act with Reflecting on the role of U.S. corpora

"respect" towards Africans unlike before. tions in Lis country, Cabral said that Stan

Also the government is building mosques for dard Oil (ESSO) has negotiated a concession 

the Muslim population and sending indivi- in the area of the Bissagos Isles and set.up 

duals for the hadj to Mecca. Yet the truth an American installation on Caravel Isle.  

of this policy is that the bombing, the na- The PAIGC very clearly sees this cooperation 

palming, the attempts to set up fortified with Portuguese colonialism and militarism aL 

hamlets continue, to the point that the detrimental to its own aims. When told by 

Portuguese are viewed in fact as terror- an American that the company would be the 

ists, who kill the people. "first" to welcome a new independent Guinea

To illustrate how the Africans are be- Cape Verde, Cabral commented that more likely 

ginning to appreciate the PAIGC, Cabral the "first" in this case would probably 6e 

said: There was a time when an African wo- the 'last"--would not in fact be there. He 

man went into a store, she had to give way mentioned that German-Dutch Bauxite interests 

and wait til all Europeans were served, in Boa region of Guinea have been lost and 

Now the European shopkeepers call our Af- that the companies have left the region.  

rican women "Madam." They serve African Cabral was asked about the significance 

women immediately these days. When the of the Portuguese Navy in the struggle in 

shopkeeper serves our women, they always Guinea, considering that the U.S. has ac

says "Jarama PAIGG." This means "Thanks knowledged that it trains Portuguese naval 

to the Party." Our people realize that personnel in this country. Cabral stressed 

whenever their lot has been bettered, it is that given the importance of Cape Verde *id 

thanks to the Party. the other islands, it should be obvious that 

With regard to the necessity of violence the Navy and naval strategy is significant.  

Cabral described briefly the nature of por- In addition, his country's coast line is a 

tuguese colonialism: that 'Ginea cannot be series of estuaries and rivers so deep that* 

ealled underdeveloped since it is not de- 10,000-ton boat can go into GB for about'150 

veloped at all. That when the PAIGC began kilometers. The Portuguese bombard the shore 

its fight illiteracy was 99.7%, etc. That from boats (pocket destroyers), supply their 

colonial domination is a condition of vio- camps by boat, and have armed boats to pro

lence and can be removed by violence only. tect the islands and the coast. So the train

That one is a fool not to take up arms a- ing of the navy in the U.S. is specifically 

gainst an armed man and that you cannot for the colonial war.  

fight a gun with a stick. When asked what Americans could do to help 

When asked about the determination of the people of Guinea-Bissau in their struggle 

PAIGC to hold on to Cape Verde, Cabral Cabral said first that there was no doubt that 

spoke seriously about the absolute unanimi- the PAIGC would eventually win. If Americans 

ty of the struggle on the mainland in GB wanted to help, they could of course send 

and that on the offshore islands. The medicines, textbooky, etc. But most important 

linkages between these two areas are those the U.S. should cease its support of NATO, 

of history, of blood, and complementary eco- through which Portugal is supplied 
the weapons 

nomies. But also he said that strategisally it uses to kill the people of Guinea-Bissau.  

the non-independent and African-controlled 
Cape Verde would be a continual threat to 
all of the independent Africa, and that in 
particular the fact that the islands are 
back up positions for the Portuguese air
force now shows their potential importance.  
Since the inception of the struggle the two 
areas have been united, and offers of inde
pendence for the mainland alone are meaning
less.  

There have been stories that PAIGC has 
troops training in Senegal and that this is 

the reason for Portuguese incursions into Se-


