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f of th X IV  Party Con 
gra • ,The fol lowing .are the most important data :  Party on the b�sis of the resolu ions e 

I n  the six urban distr ict s of Len ingrad there _ are 7 1 7 fac tory 
t . with 77 0:>6 members .and candidates. The re-organ 1sa ions ' . 652 • �·o " which port ing campaign w.as carr ied on in . organos.a,1 1 n., 

include 73,268 commun ists . The meetings were .attend�d by 
63 093 comr.ades. i. e. 82% of the whole of the Le01�gr�d 

m�bership. In five uroan d is tr ic ts ( t�e Moscow-Narva dist r ict 
bein excepted) the reporting campa ign may be regarded as 
end�, as in these f ive urban dist ricts there are on•I� four  factory 
organ i sa t ions (w ith a total of 63 members) wh1ch ha'le not 
yet receiVlt'd a report .  • · t J n  the urban dist rict Moscow-N.arva the report ing 1.s no 
yet f in ished. 6 1  or,gan is.ation� wi th a �otal membersh ip of 
3125 having not yet hel<l meetings to receive the re�rt .  . 

The number oi persons laking part in the rneetmgs vanes, 
ook ·n b uroan dis t rict s, between 72% ( the central urban 
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hat · exactly .and does not incl ude those w o r 
��re prel�irulry meet ings) and 98% _(Vyborg urban=1c�. 
U diti al approval of the resolut ions was expr . Y 
oOf28 00:Ulmists, i. e. 96% of aU who attended_ �he meetings . 
Th otes in favour of the resolution of ihe opPos1bon _amounted 
to ��QO, i. e. 3.5% . 275 commun ists, i. e . 0.5% .abslamed from 
votin

fhe largest number of votes for the oppo it ion was re­
gistered i n the Moscow-Narva district, where 1 4,870 voted 

Fourth Congress of . the Communist Pa

of South Africa. 
By J ame.s S h i  e 1 d s ( Joh..looesbu rg) .  

On December 26th., 27 th & 28th fue:e was held 
S i\triTown the 4th C�nler�nce . of the Co�un1s� ):>arty of 
�w th The changing si tuat ion m t�� poltihoal f1eLd, the g

r re a .
Trade U ruon i-sm among the tlllBllves, a�d the pro� �  

:1 1fd l i  of the Government were ex.annned a_nd review,:;,u,, 
bei of action of the P.arty for 1 926 _discussed and . d ., 

A big :portion of the delega1es' ,fame was occupied 

��R"ng with the Party organi&ati<_>n in_ order to �e �e i� 
machinery tor putting our ,policy mto practi

r t� in
. 

0 'oecided that the system of area groups be a op 
d H ti to increase i:he reorciting wotk of the .Party all! e ec 

or anise the sale of the party organ and htteradure. _ , 
T g 

The Conference ,reveliled the weakne;ss. of the ,Pary s n 
U n ion connections and the need for def in itely_ organis{i

"g
secti within ,the Trade unions to advocate the u��y of. a . re 

f -workiers to coW1ter.act the strongly existing racial LJ • 
�ice, and fu bring the question of International Trade 
U nity to the forefront. 
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l t was a,greed. that a more · '9ystematic education of  the 
IJltJllbership in ithe Party .Programme should be un<lerla!ken iin 

der to equip our m�rs for their tasb and to facilitate the 
(J[1 rlc of recruiting new blood for the Party - one of the most 
�

o
�tant needs of the moment. 

1111 With regard to 61e � segregation ·policy of the
pact Oovernm�t, which � at .taking away . the fran<-:11ise of 
1be nati ve in the Cflpe Provm� etc. �e C.Onf�reitce dooid� !o

mmence a ca,mpatgn co�emmng these re-.action.a�y pro�'•S. 
asd mobilising .an opposition to preven t them bemg put mto 

ration. 
The Asiatic Bill was reported upon by Com. De Norm.an 

ho pointed out that it was aimed against the wealthy I ndian 
aders leaving the I ndian workers practically unaffected. Ht 

ed the Party to establish contact W)ith the I ndian worke� 
Natal with a view to orianising them for the struggle for 
ir demands, chief of which , were increased wages, shorter 

s .and .an equal status with the European worlcer. The wor­
, g-dass aspect of the Indian question in S. Afr.ica was strongly 
tressed, and the Party decided to ,act/accordingly. 
· One· of the most i1.1porfant items on the agenda was tha t 
bich dealt ,with ,the Land & Peas.ant Question. A long dis� 

·on revealed the terrible conditions of the agricult u ral 
ricers and poor peasants, and ·the necessity for formulating a 
r-amme embodyin1 their demands i>n order to rally them 
wst oapitalist expioifation. The . O>nferenre decided to com­
ce propagating the slogan of a Workers' and Peasants' 

vernrnent, � to . carry on serious oommunist ac�vity among e country population. It was felt' that the dra1W11.0g up of a 
r,amme for agricultw-al workers should first of all be care­

Y considered and much more infonnation secured before being wifely pu:bli��- Thi& task was Jett to the n� C. E. to deal • and w:i-11 probably be oompleh!d in three or four month&. The revival ol the Y. C. L. . which had gone out of exist­ce, some six months ago, w� resolved, and an organ iser. ap­• ted to commence its re-organisation immediately with the ·stance of the •Party. The formation of the Y. C. L., it was • ed, ·should go hand iin Ji.and with the formation of the unist Children's Section. 
• The successful carrying out of the .Party's policy depends a very great extent on the .ability with which the task of "fing more workers for the Party c.an be sucoessfolly car­out. In order fo assist this import.ant work as much as ible the price of the Party's weekly org:an has been re­from 3d to · td, a:Dd the name changed from· the '' I nter­nal'' to the "South African Worker" in order to emphasise clearly the class character of the Party's objoofi.ve. ,I f the Conrerence decisions .are taken up in Bil1i active . t by the Party membership, resulting in .an increase of our ve work, T. 0: . w�>t1c, ,and increasing membership, then ibe Conf eren.ce will indeed mark a decided step forward ,in history of the Party. 

UNION OF SOVIET REPUBLICS. 

ncernfng some Questions of the NEP. 
A Hitherto Unpublished Article by Comrade l e n  i n. 

Introductory Remarks by the M�scow "Lenin Instit�te". , At the end of October 1922 the correspodent of the "Man­ter Guardian", Arthur Ransome, submitted to Len in a r of questions regarding the New Economic Pol icy, and which he asked him to reply . 
, The following draft of a reply by Len in to Ransome was en in the first days of November 1922 a�d only conta i ns tnswer to three of the seven quest ions submitted by Ransome. 
These three questions are as follows : 
.1 . I see a gigantic economic revival, where everybody is 

. and selling, and where, i t  appears, a new merchant class inning io arise. I wish to ask : .how does it oome about that P-man has not become a political force and is not vouring to QeCOme a political force?· 
:2. I have the impression that the sale and exchange now �n in Russia is at present y ielding a great profit, whilst ct1on, with few exceptions, _ is impossible . . Purchase and _e are in the hands of the .NEP-man. That production 1s y ielding a profit is very l imited and is in the hands 

of private persons. That production wh ich is  carried· on at a loss 'is m the hands of the State. I wou ld ask.; does not this continual economic strengthening of the NEP-man involve a corresponding weaikeni,ng of rflhe Sta1e? 
3. It is said that an attempt is being made to compel the NEP-man (by means of taxat ion) to support industry. I would 

ask wtfether that will not result fa higher pr.ices, in an ii-ocre.ase i n  the profits of the NEP-man , and lead indirectly to an increase in wages, and i!herefore rto the prev.ious s·ituaitioo. 
Lenin's Answers to Ransome's Questions : 
In regard to your quest ions my replies are as follows :  
1 .  I believe that the NEP-man, that i s  to say the represen­tat ive of commerce which is growing under the "New Economic Policy", would certain ly l ike to become a polit ical force, but he does not show any signs of this wish, or only shows signs in order to h ide his real wishes. He has to endeavour to conceal his wishes, as otherwise he would run the danger of encountering 3t!rious opposition, and often even something worse than oppo­s ition, i. e. d irect hostil i ty on the part of ou r  State Publ ic Prosecutor. 
I believe that as the overwhelming majority ol the means of production are combined in the hands oi our State power.  freedom of sale and purchase of articles oi necess ity con­stitutes a real economic need of the petty Bourgeoisie. The word ' 'NEP-Man" used by you leads to a certa i n  misunderstanding. This word consists o f  the abbreviation "N.EP", which means '"New Economic Policy '\ with the addition of the little word "man", this means, theref9re, representative of the New Economic Pol icy. I n  journalistic language this word was originally a contemptuous description of the small trader or of a person who in various ways abuses the lreedom of trade. Outwardly considered, what is most characteristic of the New Economic .Policy .is tha t this type of N£P-man, or as you say, everyone who buys and sells, comes to the forefront .  The real economic activity of the actual majority of the population by no means consists in buy ing and selling. It su ffices, for example, to poin t to the activity of the enormous masses of the peasantry who precisely at tl\,: present moment are working with enormous energy and �th the -greatest self­sacrifice in bringing thei r  fields under cultivation aga i n  and at restorin¥, -thei r  means oi agricultural production, their dwellings. farm-buildings etc. On the other hand the industr ial workers are now working w ith an equally fever ish energy in improv ing the means of product ion , in replacing the worn out means of production with new, in re-bu ilding the destroyed, ru ined or damaged bu i ldings etc. 

The "NEP-man" - i.f one wishes to make use of tllris term, whicll -is more suiired ·to i,ron ioal newspa,per language than to be used as a serious expression oa poliitical economy - makes a. far greaiter timpression than ,}ris economic power jusMies. I fear therefore, tha,t any,body wtho appl,ied in  a simple form the the&is of hisioricw mat�ri-alism, a;cooroing to whidh politioa.1 power nmst f<>'llow eoonomic power, would inour ,the danger of committing a very great error and evm fall i ng a v idim to .a wihole series of ridiculous mist.UKl�dings._ 
The real natw-e of the New Economic Policy consris'l6 in the fact th-at ,  f i rstly, the proleilar ia n  State has allowed freedom of trade to the small producers, and secondly, that the proletarian State has applied a number of principles regarding the means, of pro­duction · of bii capital, which capitalist economists designate as 

"State Capitalism". 
I bel iebe tha1 ain NEP-man who drew from 1he fon��ing the oonclusio:n that i,t would be advantageous for him :to become a 

po1'i!tioal force. would run the dar�er oot only of malcing a mistake, btrt also of becoming the dbject of 1t1e derision of jour­
nal i6-ts on .aCCOWJt o•f his vulgar ronception of Marxism. 

2 Yo4l.lT impress ion tha.t s-ale and pttrchase are iat present 
.acquiriing big prof,its in �us·sia, wbilst on the other haJDd produc­
tion i-s on ly po6'Sib1e 1i n rare oases, seems ro me raloul.Ntd to pro­
vdke a 11ather juisti�ied mile regarding the poHtiml eco'llomy of 
the "N EP .:..nta.n". 

M I am not m1istalren, tlrere is i n  Ru6s ia .an enom1ous 1�jo­
rity of the sma11 peasant popwa1:ion which .has now thrown i.tself 
wiiith . exrra-ot:1d•i nia,ry energy in l'O the wark of producbi.on, and 
(itbank� ,p�rt1y ,to �e supply of. seed etc. f!lrmted by the State) 
has ach iev-.,ci enormo.us, and ,in fa.ct :i-ncredilble .results, espeob}ly 
when one ta:kes 1inrto romideration 1Jh,e enontlOll'S devtasitat:ion oau-
ed by the civ.il ;war, famine etc. he . .small peias,rui-fs hat� �c!rieved 

sud1 siuccess . .that ,they 1have y;ielidW up the taxes, .amounting to 
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