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.J 

Thirty-eighth Session. 

Moscow, 20th August 1928. 

Continuation of the Discussion, and 

Concluding SDeeches on the Colonial 

Questions. 
Comrade PADI (Chairman): 

Comrades, I now declare this session open and we will 
continue the discussion of the thes'!s of Comrade Kuusinen. 

Comrade BUNTING (South Africa): 
Comrades, I should like to have spoken on colonial or at 

ieast on South African matters in general but must confine 
myself to a controversial matter seriously affecting our South 
African Party. 

There is a proposal in fhe Negro Sub-Commission that the 
Party should put forward as its immedi:lte political slogan 
"an independent native South African Republic, as a stage 
towards a workers' and peasants' republic with full safeguards 
and equal rights for all minorities"; that the country and land 
be returned to the black population; and that a nat.ive revolu
tionary movement be developed by the Party. 

This formulation is opposed by the majority of our Party, 
mainly for practical reasons. But we may first consider the 
more theoretical basis of· the formula. This is stated in a 
draft resolution submitted to the Sub-Commission as follows: 

"The national question in South Africa, which is based 
upon the agrarian question, lies at the foundation of the 
· revolution in South Africa."

According to our experience, .it seems possible to harp 
too exclusively on the national chord in colonial matters. In 
an earlier debate, I ventured the opinion, that it might not be 
so universally true that the chief function of a colonial people 
was to engage in a national struggle (predominantly agrarian 
in character) against foreign imperialism and for independence; 
and that in South Africa, at any rate, the class struggle of the 
proletariat (chiefly native) a.ppeared more capable of occom
pHshing the same task. 

It is often said that the colonial thesis of the II. Congress 
is authority to the contrary, but I do not find anything to that 
effect in the thesis. It says, of course, that we should "support 
the revolutionary movement among the subject natio�s and in 
the colonies" - "the form of support to be determmed by a 
study of existing conditions". And it also says 

"there are to be found in the dependent countries two 
distinct movements, one is the bourgeois democratic na0 

tionalist movement with a programme of political indepen
dence under the Congress order, and ;the other is the mass 
action of the poor and ignorant peasants and workers for 
their liberation from all forms of exploitation. The former 
endeavours to control the latter, but the C. I. and the 
Parties affected must help to develop class . consciousness 










	Pages from v08n78-nov-08-1928-inprecor-op-2.pdf
	Pages from v08n78-nov-08-1928-inprecor-op-3.pdf

