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The profeui�naJ section . includ.es �eachers, civil • service,
nurses and midwives. Domestic serv1te 10cludes the usual type 
of domestic workers. Arritulture deals with. wo,pen . empl�yed 
on or around farms. Commercial includes workmg m _ofhce_s. 
The Industrial section deals with women employed mamly m 
the large cities such as Belfast, Dublin, Cork etc. T�ere are 
50,000 women �orkers employed in JJtillinery, dressmaku�g and 

staymaking. Over thirty thousand are also employed m the 
manulactute ol shirts and nearly thirteen thousand are �ployed 
in the various shops. There are many more engaged. l.O urtr 
fined work, mainly those who have no fixed ocqa�a�1on: e 
above classification is sufficient to show the dlS\nbuhon of 
women workers in Irish iodust,ry . . .  • There is very little organisation among these women wor
kers: In 1he pre-war days and during the_ . war the w�en . of
the · linen industry were fairly wel l  orgamsed, but the , declme 

in this particular industry I efiected its�lf . in. the woi:nen s trade 

. unions. There are 3,000 wome,:i o�gamsed m the Jr1sh Women 
Workers' Union. This orgamsahon caters . for all classes 1f

omen workers and is confined to the Insh free State. t
.l:ctudes the Irish Nurses' �nion. There are t�o �r three 
thousand women organised m the lrasb Teachers Un1o_n and 

the Irish Union ol Distributive Workers and Clerks; It is safe 

fo say thjlt- there are not more than 10,000 orgamsed women 
workers ·ln Ireland. . 

l'he ·Irish labour Party and Trade Unio� Coa�ess, wtuch 
is a combination of the political and indqstnal sections of t�e 

workin� class movement, has not .�de any real
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thPf° d "dates· take their real place in the movement. It 1s true a c
:e 

1 
J have been run in Jocal elections, but t�ey ha"'.e not n rea 

workingclass women, rather of the • pseu
de
do-mt

epe:
al 

1
Z; 

"eduoated" iW'Omen so io ,s.pe.ak The lea . rs ? 
movement create the impression that their !lttitude �owa
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d
� women ,is purely one of l i�ce a� the feel,mg remams n 

the· consider women more of a nmsance than an . asset. y 
Women played a great part in the li!e ol the lras� 1r;�'t� 

movemed\ In c!hJ !8;;{ i!a���J: 1T�;ir •�:di�r:!s 
a
�f em�loy-
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!s�ia,ly in the city of Belf�st, are very badly acceotuate:ct

b s�ious untmployment. Prior to the war there wa� _an ag1-y • lt • h led to an investigat ion of the cond1hons of ta
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a· 1 ed that women were embroidering over 300 dots
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�ere ili�i , so�n, together with lack o! real n�u.ris_hment,a osp 

I • Some idea of ithe hol15mg oondi:t1ons may
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tubulosis ev i l  disclosed the fol�wl� informh�i:e:wives" the class of persons most a ac 
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k (162) (280) • th� next in order being labourers ( 179) , mi l wor
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ch ild;en ( 1 17) ,  warehouse workers ( 107), factory wor ers
and clerks �54)." 
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these ';YOm��til late a·t night. Their wagesthe early  hours of t e mornrng 

d h "  ts sixpence · women 's f 11 • finishing one ozen s 1r , , were as 01 ows. 
Th onditions due to the war. chemises, 71
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h
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d, t�ese women workers drifting hack to 100 of t e war oun 

the old , pre-war standards . 
ged in agriculture is the lot ofThe lot of the woman enga 

h ous) said they have the ''slave of s�aves". _As  has been 
i�";.��rs if t�ur are notan eight-hour Job 

ht1 a d
;!;1J

h
:iorning unt il late at night.regulated. They wor �om 

d O to bed after the an imals They ri se before the an imals 
�

n 
�Hers a l ittle relief for some are asleep. In some cases mar;:��iage means only the addition wome�, but to ttes�1 

w���as because ef these conditions that
of caring for a ami y. . d other places Now that the - many  em_igrated

A
to �mert:

es�;icted even that �venue of escapeimmigration to menca 1 
is closed to them. 

These women workers have mad� . no pro!est. They havebeen forever counselled to _accept thei.r l�t .without questio11. The Church plays its part m the subJection of these wolllen. 
Any sign of protest or attempt to escape from the · drugery and 
monotony of their. existence meets with . the s_trong oppositio 
of the Church. Possibly the Church feels that if women engaet 
in too much pleasure they might in time demand more tinit 
to play and less to work. 

During the rttent revolutions in . Ireland �omen play� 
Q hero'ic part. Their deeds of heroism, m face of a brutal m1ht 

power did much' to frustrate many of �e plans of the Bri1' 
Oover�ment. Many times, under . a h�il of . b�ll�ts, they st
and placarded their protests agamst 1mper1ahsti<: rule. Tbq 
also took part in the actual fighting . . It seemed as d the oppres, 
sion of the years had a! last Oared mt� revolt as these wo� 
were so passionately devoted to the idea ls of the revolutioL 
Home ties were smashed, fr iendship broken, when these :,vomea 
sallied forth to smash the �ower that held the country in s
·ection . It is to be regretted that the m�v�ent that produe!ii ch women has only created an orga01sat1on of wo�en w1-
1:ck the neces·sary political intelligence to t�anslate. their her�· 
� ir,it into ia well�ised IP()l,iitical and . utdustrnd campa .
/ ainst the powers-that-be. The 1eadersh 1� of these wo 
o�ganis� in · the Irish Republican movement, 1s deplorably �
It en a es in negative attacks on the governm�t . but fa ils . 
under�t:nd that political freedom is bu� the outside �hell w1 

economic f re¢om the kernel. Republican women lt�e . M. 
M Swiney even go out of their way to laud, Mussol in,, th 
finding a common ground wHh the · ruling class of I re!. 
This state of affairs will not last foreve�. Already . there 1s 

• wi· th 1' 11 tl1e ranks of the Irish Repubhc:lns !orgrowmg move 
h more concrete programme and less Dow�ry speec_ es. 

The future of the working of Ireland 1s one that offers mu 
romise. Within the immediate future a W?rkers' and Peasan 

� rty will be organ ised under the l�dership of Comrade Ja 
t! k' This arty will make a d irect appeal to the wo
nof !i�ne to lose engaged direct in industrr,, but 1_o hou 
wives and domestics. The women of Ireland' will be given . th 
place in the sun and in the uni�y of the sexes there wil l 
created. a virile labour movement. 

International Women's Day w ill not mean much to 
Ir ish women in these days. ,That is . to be �egretted, but out 
the chaos and uncertainty of to-day there _will come a mov 
that will find the women of Ireland marching. �neath the ba_ 
of the Communist International and celebrating lnternaho 
Women's Day with the women workers of the world. 

THE PEASANTS' MOVEMENT 

The Land . and the Peasant in South Afri

By Ja:nies S b  ii e 1 d s (Job.an�).

• I C01Jlltry s-uch as Soullh Alfrioa where agriculture f .n a 
+..-.v' wealth the peasant ques 1.he main sol.lfce of the . rotm"'·,. 5 

th ClOJlldiuct of working m1.1St ,inevitably play 
cla� -�dalm paTiy can affdrtl to neglect.policy. No wor�ng po , lrers in order to a.ss,is.t thaD securing of all ies fo_r the iwor oo pecially is this soif'heir task of caipnu: 111g power 

'\tie � in the position of iregasrd to South Atnca p
la.ce:i as rredtl ta.red that the na •a �onial1 ooun\tiry • It has � 00 

�,�_, iru1.rli""' in a• } ti affecting the WOltM:21� �••� and coloma ques �
,.,1 

• t the n,lr:ll,c;Jlnt question.measure resolve :tihous:,oVe6 in o r---
try b1 South Atfrica the task' ?f _winning over

��g ha�dly yet bee� �ea? �et-� ��:ta, m this ex>e.lOs.� for s,<mmg 
l fertile �d. We find; for iinstauce, t�rt1on on an e�treme y 

nd toral production in the U0100value of �n�tural a pa6 in value to £ 73,833,000 or .South .Afnca m 1 92'3 � rodudioo of tbe whole one hallf the fot.al w,ealth . p roft ,tberetrorr{ was wrn.ineThis big IS1.lft1 and �e �ul6� P a;·cuttuJial worlcers whothe merci.Je56 explo1tat1� of , e 
� 

oenSIU5 
of hl-nn ber close on hatf a million. T� 486 062 cliuding niative .� in 191� shewed . a total • ' _ IJitdt r119re a� Hons, rreserves, etc.. Si� that 4

92'2/ZJ alocne witnessint�n ,ip
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ut lllbdq- culfwatioo, ttie y�
-
- ·. easoo cultiivaiioil a4di'tioo Oil ra:bout 3,000,� oor�. 16 1� empl

o
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:tur.ally mwe res,ulted rn an 1�� o 

lntemati� Preas Conespoooeoce 

unt added � "')llll,ly· •� iwl-<,,..., of 33 per rent. The QI the ool.dured larm labourer works out at 2/6 d per day withe,act figures are .. follows: • the ouclos,o,n of perhaps a Jew fots ot oJ-i, w,ine. They Ore only Acreage under oultilvatfon in t()22 = 10,691 ,Z/8 em_pJoyed for a part of Tbe year ,being 'J)A'id pff for a stretch ofAcreage ·llllde[ oultivation in 1923 = 13,100,674 three or four mon1hs after the harvest is gathered. The overse,ersOf the tdt!al manber of fairm employees engaged in agri- on -these farms are Europeans Wlho receive · the magn�t W4{Cculture about 74 per cent  are l14'tiives belonging to the Bantu of �bout 301- or £ 2. 0. 0. per week There Me quite a fairraces, the remaining 26 per cent � made up oi Europeans, number of mall ,pea.san�s (mostly ooloured) in the Cape Province Asiatics, and other coloured- people. What are 1ermed the Cape 
Who car_ry on t'he grow-mg of veget.aibles , but their return in thisloured .people by tbe· w.ay, are or, igimJJy descended from the respect is very poor. Jy Dutch settlen and British soldiers who co-habited wHh As a resulit of the ruirsh and oppressu\te conditions inflictednative womerr. They nwnber about half a minion all told in on 1he land workers .as a whole it is nothing surprising to find whole U�ion, and range iin colour from the almost wh-ite that . diff7renoe o� oolour does not hold i n  the country in the,pe to -p�catly the. col� of the Bantu. AU these sections .., f.a§·h ion •1 does m f!1e _towns. As ai matter o1 fact there i � a e unmerci-fully. exploited on :the Land:, the heav-iest burden of gre�t deal oi . frat�s8;tion between coloured. natives, and poorge.oer.aHy lall-lng on the natives. • �h1t':9, Es�1a4 1y  1s fh1s so_ on th� s!,ieep farms where the lonelyQ ·1 "",..+ 1.- �1.:- t t' ", "her. " 1 b .11-. 

1so1-ahon oblr terates the racial prejudice. w e a,-. , •uvm -uw; o "' ,, e � 4USO a 1g nunllUCr T small farmers- whose lot is Hffie Wtter than tihat of the em- he ·�ages of a . �hepherd vary from 1 0- to one pound perye£ who works for wages. A certain �ystem known as the month with the addition of one sheep for _slaJUghter and 75 to,wooer system is .in rvogiu� whereby �he middledl.ass fo.rmer Jets tOO l,bs of meal .per annum. On some occasions the shepherd is., part ol his land to another •to the extent df a half or one .allowed to keep a number of sheep of h i-s own.'rd of his whole flann. This tenant, to whom the land is Jet . ':a, st-and i ng . grievance of tlte land wage eamer is the im-is known by the. �ame of byw
. 
ooer. Tille Byr.voner uses hi£ J)OS'1t1ons of the �ster and �ants Aot wh-icti the wea l-thy farm-o stock and fann ,1mpl�ts, and also l>ires ms own Labour. ?Wner� �re continual ly wanting . strengthened. Th i s  Act makesthe harvesit is .gadtered he has ,to hand over a haJif or i t  a ��tool offe�ce for a l�urer to leaiye hi-s master's employ,third as fhe. case might be or his •toilaJ hanvest to the la1J1d and 1s v'1ewed w11h  great d 1-sfavour by the strugigl in.g toilen; onner, and consequently �f no � 8.0CNe6 as a result of · the �and . • l3b?ur - i t  me�s • that he ; rtherefore pays no rent. The land- The time lias now ar.rived in Sotrth A fr ica when fue ideasne-r 1s the gamer •frdm tJus tra.nsachon, lo�ing nothing even and. though ts o f the �ess peasant, the smal l  peasant1 and thethe harvest turns out had: bu� a bad harvest meall6 bank- ,a.gnoultL1ral proletana.n must be translated into a p�ctic-a.J.for the Bywoner (landte.ss farmer). Programme of demands-and urged as widely as rpossibJe. Are.ording ,to �e lta,w �-he D�oner :i� not allowed ·to em.ploy The .workers of all � oan ,be raUied on a oommna plat�re than two nafu(es Wlt'h :flhe 1r famtl-ies, lbut this ntmber i-s form of Jtru&ile for immediate demands, and so far as the land often exceeded. 'fhe inatives so employed generally fi-nd that wo.ri<e:rs of South Africa are concerned •the · foUl'.XWing poriraysr only re'turn after six months' work amounts to l ittle more their ch ief needs : • a few shi_lliogs, whilst 1heir employer himself in many dase-s 1 . Land for the poor peasants. hffle the richer e� for a few baig.s of oo.1s, maize and 2. Setting up of Co-operanves with State credits.tatoes. Very ofteu airer the harvest season hundreds of these 3. All produce paymenis to be made in cash.1J" fannen; find rfi� iu a sitat.e of insolvency, and s ince 4. Pmhibition of indentured labour. -insolvency c!iarges are �.ally hi:gh the D'atitVe farm worker 5. • Setting u,p of -technical training schools For fann youth.n gets nothing .at all for the wonk he has put i-n . There 6. NationaJisiaitiop of the IJand. ' a rule lai<I dawn W•hich states that i n  oases of insolvency . The Communist Party is the only party which, 60 far, hasibecome a preference claim. Tihe poor rratirve, however, paid any attention .to the land workers' problems, and that hutthe Courts a-Jmosit wholly inacress.ibte to h·im and so is very recently. One of the chief ias:ks in front of the South Africane to Pl.ft .a clalim forwartI. Communisf Party iiS the aotive propagati ng of the above demandsMter the ha.rve9t it's noth ing Ull1.16� lo find hundreds of . amoll(st the La.houri� a-nd 61ruggling masses, and the undertaking-worlrers freloong around -looking for wo11k or trying to find of seno� sysi�t'i� �orlc among t!1e rura'l popu-l.at ioa. To the�lace _w'here �y can make II fresh start. Many of them extent w1.th wiluch 1 t  i_s s1.1000.SSfu) m bhe carrying out of this driven �rrto the �dwtl5 in despair art their failure but the WOJ"'k depends to ·a big extewt ihe growth end deveJOJ)(llient of• RS hold no pr� eit�r. . . ' 

t�e Communist -Aa.rty in th is coUJrlry. · Quite a tbig number of the smaU farmeris wiho eke out a·• ·ous l1iveliihood year tatter yea•r feel a distinct grievance
I J 

nst the wblte lffiV1l <worker, who earns oo an a�erage alxrut BOOK REVIEWS • Y five pounds ,per montih. This ammositty bet!ween town. and .,._ --------------------�==---'
ry is being deliher.alfely fosit.ered by the master class, andd��rous consequences to the workers � be recognisedit 1s �ed that � burghers of •he bade iveldt (.far-• ) were mdbilised, nRe m hand, and arrayed against theng miners of ibe • Rand in 1913 and 1922. These lantl eles at . that m_ne . w� of the opinioa that the town worker�• oo right to str.ike s 11M:e their w.ag-e rates were oompar.aiti,velyh and they were muoh betiter off than die poor fanners . As a res,ul,t of the steady I1UK1ation of the sma.JJ fanning �e power of the big fanners .and land oorporaitions is Uy increasing. �ore -and more a.re the ,t:sig la.IXiowner5 buying,the small men, very often by means olf the most wscrupulooses. W� mig,ht :bake i.as an. e�e the case of a ?mal.

f 
• r who works bis IJ)ieoe of Iaiod wjth the help of a fewes or oo.lourecI workers. M tfris f.aimer requires_ any stodc, to �nable him to carry on his worlk, he is forced to aim>lycredit at the country store or I.and baok Very often it baip_.that money is adwnoed on the harvest whilst the crops arelll the field, arid if <the cash so a.dN.anan ha.ppeos to be
be � �  say ,fiwenty bags of niiµze then ffti,rity bags require• Pa.Id to retum when the crop beoomes �ripe. 
.In the Cape Proviooe most of the fanm a:re owned by bigalll sheep tanners. The gratn · farmers ent,loy, in mosi, some 'hvo or three buod.ral ooloured tabb�. The' wage 
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Ossip Piatnitzky : "Records of a Bolshevik" D· . 
By L. f. V i n o � (Moscow). 

The memoirs of comrade Piatn'itzky are a I-ink ia tha tval ,uable chain of  IBols.hevik Memoirs publ ished by t he  "Institutefor Party History'' a.lon-g w i th many other works exp�irri-ng a s  a«una-tely .as possible the h istory o f  ith e  October Revol ut ion •and Jts chief power, . the C. P. of the Soviet Union. These memoir,s are e9pecia-lly interesting and v.al,u.ahle when they comefrom comrades who, · l ike romnade P.ia.tnitzky have i n ternat iona l- ex;perience .and Jook upon the events in the Russian Party fromaa  tntern.ationa( point of view. ·. 
The life of comrade Piatnitzky is the 'l ife of a bolshevistprofessional revolutionary - as may be seen from his meqioirs.Already as a titHor's apprentice in the small town ofVilkorrtir comrade P.ia.tn-itzky ca-me into touch with the revolutionary movement .in 1 896, through h is two el-der brothers.With a working day of 1 5-16  hours, an<I a .wage of 3 R,ubelsweekly, h� sitarts a,ttendin,g thie meetings of the revoluition.ary
1 ) Ossip P.iaitni-tzk.i: "Sapiski Bolshewika", Russian publicaitionof the "Jnstitute for •P.ariy HJstory", publish� . by "Prihoj".

�ad, 1926. . • � .
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