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Great Britain’s “Little War* in

" the Sudan..

Lo By J..B. (Jerusalem), ° : v

“We have swallowed a juicy morsel; now we must see,about
digésting if”, said Sir' John ‘Maffey-Loader, the newly appointed
Governor-General of the Sudan, at a farewell banquet in London
beifore entering' upon His position. Ever since the final liqui-
datiofi of the “co-dominion” between Egypt and’Great Britain ih
the Sudan, the latler has indeed been actively engaged in turning
the country into'a ‘British colony. Here British capital has carte
blanche for investments; there is plenty ‘of.good soil, natural
resources, natives  who, driven by hunger and misery, furnish
cheap “working-cattle” for capitalist employers (throughout the
Near Fast the’ Spdas negro is looked. upon as 4 Worker that
can’ be' exploited to the utmost and is therefore often transported
by contract to Egypt or even to Syria and Mesopotamia); it 1s
thetefore orly ‘a question of establishing 'British rule ‘securely



enough for the econoimc exploitation of the country to be carried
on without difliculty.

The dominion- of the Sudan has. proved particuiarly profi-
table for British capitalists since Great Britain has been ruling
there alone. This year cotton was already exported from the
Sudan to Great Britain to a total value of three million pounds,
thus- enabling Great Britain to bring considerable pressure to
bear on the Egyptian cotton prices; in the coming year the area
under cotton cultivation is to be enlarged by a further 30 per
cent, to a total of 135,00 feddans (one feddan approximately
equalling- one - acre). Rubber exports from the Sudan already
exceed half a million pounds in value. The value of the British
goods imported into the Sudan is almost two million pounds.

- And all this is only the beginning. New roads are being
made with a view to opening up further regions of the Sudan
to ftraffic and capitalist exploitation; dams are being buiit,
electric plants sét up, bridges constructed (e. g. the new bridge
from -Khartoum to Omdurman, which was: recently inaugurated
with much ceremony) and the Sudan is being developed into 2
favourable strategic basis for British troops, lest any compli-
cations should arise in Egypt.

- And the requisite means? These are also being provided in
part by the native population. The sysfem of the British
Governor is based on the {axation of certain regions and
districts and the coercion of certain tribes and villages to labour,
the result being that in the last two years the British admini-
stration has attained-a tremendous budget surplus.

There merely remains the question as to how the native
population likes colonial domination, Schuster, Financial Adviser
to the Sudan Government, has attempted to answer this query.
Though misery and starvation reigns 'in the towns and entire
tribes roamt the countryside in the hope of finding food, he is
of opinion that the Sudan population has a better life than ‘the
pleople in Egypt and even a better life than the British working
class.

I this is not intended as a facetious hint to the effect that
the Baldwin Government has brought the British worker to a
ievel below that of a Sudan coolie, it cannot well be in keepuw
withfacts. For the population of the Sudan (whether in the
towns or in the mountains) is in a state of continual fermen-
tation.  The imperialist ideal of a- “pacuhcatlon” of the Sudan has
not been attained by any means. :

Just recently, this silent fermentation has given rise to an
open anti-British eruptlon In the “happy Sudan”, Great Britain
has a “little - war”, which is.,naturally carried on with all the
cruelty of colonial wars

It started with the assassination of Captain Ferguson who
was commissioned to collect the cattle tax of one of the mountain
tribes, that of the Nuer. This was the signal for a rising which
embraced all the kindred tribes of “spearmen’, starting .in a
distar.t part of the Sudan. Military expeditions were xmmedlately
equipped for the “punishment” of the rebellious’ tribes. Aero-
planes of the Royal Air-Force prepared the way for this. _punitive
expedition by a’ bombardment of the villages, which in many
cases were SO completelv destr oyed that nothing was left for the
troops to -do.

In a wild panic at the approach of “civilisation”, the Nuer
trlbes with their families fled into the interior of the country,
into-a regionrof-swamps- which could defy the-attacks-of- the
airmen.:Froin this position they, were able to ‘infljet considerable
losses "o the “Brifish troops, 50 that” retforcements “had to be
seént frotn Khartoum. Thé inknown territory delaved the military
operations, just;as it-had-dohe in .the exghues; when the:British
suffered one defeat after another and were finally obliged to call
in the aid of Egyptian troops. Now agafn, auxiliary forces had
to lt;e raised, and that even among -the Sudanese population
itse

These troops, however, are unreliable. The Cairo paper

“Ahram” reports of friction between the British and auxiliary
forces of a nature nighly characteristic of colonial warfare. The
British commanders are said {o have ordered the Sudanese
mercenaries into . the foremost ranks. The natives, however,
refused, agreeing only to fight under equal circumstances w1tr1,
the British. In the ensuing fray a British officer and severa
soldiers were killed: nor was peace restored until the Sudanese
demands had been fulfilled. .
. 'Since such “incidents” are by no means rare, the war in
the Sudan will presumab!v be of long duration. One British
paper has satisfaction in stating that such colonial wars afiord
a welcome opportunity to tfest the qualities of Great Britain’s
arnis and war munitions for greater wars in the future.



