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Revolutionary Movement in South Africa.
By A Delegate of the League .

ITE vast bulk of this proletariat in South Africa itself a
ll

the librral and labour inilignation against

is Bantu b
y

race , disronranchised except in the the military methods o
f suppression opted byTape ( 'olony , and litbouring under seri condi- the Government , and 2 : out o
f

2
5 labour candi

tions o
f passports , indentures and special dates were returned to the Transvaal Provincial

penal law's . Council
The Indian and waite workers are in the mi- This success brought it

s penalties . The l'urty
nority : l'ronouncrinanis from the official Labour was invited b

y
a large number of politral adven

movement in South Afrien Dould b
e accepted alyar's turers , so that when the war broke out in August

with those farts in view that the illusion o
f
a
ll

white olibe same year , it had hardly found time to re
master communities , Athenion democracies , that gain it

s working class equilibrium .

they represent the whole o
f

the people and that levertheless , tenor it
s

2
3 members in the

the mass o
f

the seris o
r slaves bencaill them are Transvaal l'roviticial ( ' ouncil voted for a
ll anti -war

politically non -rxistent , to'n grrat extent possesses resolution brought forward in the body . A
t

the
ihc white working class Inovement in South Africa annual conference o

f

the Party held in East London
also . in Jannnny 191.5 the anti -war section o

f

the Party

S
o far the great mass o
f

the native workers , was in possession o
f the Parts machine and con .

comprising 7
5
% o
f

th
e proletariat , have not yet trolled the conlerenre . In spite o
f

the fact that
attained to a collective price or to the consciousness they had a

n enthusiastir majority behind them , the

o
f their mission a
s

a class . Peruliar methods o
f anti -war section held it
s

hand for the sake of unity ,

temporary employmeni in the industries , alternating being under the impression that a speedly termina
witli periods of return to their native reserves , lar- tion o

f
the war would save the laris .

gcly account for this . Comrade W. H
.

Andrews , spokesman in Par
lisment for the anti -war section , and chairman o

f

The Political Labour Movement . the Party , wils reelected chairman at this conferenec ,

and a
n anti -war majority was elected o
n

the Exc
With the formation o

f

the South African union in cutive .

1010 the scattered sections and Trade Councils in A resolution was then passed , with only ono
the Labour movement in South Africa united into dissentient , leaving the question o

f war 10 h
e de

one South African Libour Party , with the Socialist rided b
y

varh individual member according to the
objective in it

s

constillition . dicentes o
f

his own reason and conscience .

At the 1910 general election the S. A
.

L. 1 . O
n

this compromise the Party worked until
returned four members to the Cnion l'ariantent . Colonel Creswell , its Parliamentary leader , returned
Up to the dissolution o

f

l'arliament in 1915 , klere Ironi German South -West Africa . in June 1915. Tho
liön virtories brought the number u

p

to eight general election fo
r

l'arliament was due in October ,

members Col. Creswell immediately ' threw down the chal
lenge to the anti -war section of the Party in a ma

Efect o
f

Industrial Upheavals o
n

the Do- miesto inthemembers . urving th
e Party th
e

Sco
Hilical Movement . War through “ policy . A

Issued b
y

2
0 prominent members . ' A special con

In July 1913 the grral strikic o
f

the miners , ference was called fo
r

August 22nd to decide tho
followed b

y

other trides o
n

the rand , took placr . l'arty's election platform .

It was made notorious throughout the world b
y

the During the intervening months the press had
massacre o

f citizens in the streets of Johannesburg been a
t work hurling vituperation a
t

the anti -war

b
y

the Government loops . Party , and the appeal to passion was reflected a
t

In January 1014 another goneral , strikr took th
e

special conference .plare ( confined , of course , lo white workers ) . The Now the majority had gone over to the „Sco
strike was started o

n

the railways , followed b
y

the It Through “ Party . The election ruthlessly swept
miners and other trades . The elaborate preparations , aside all talk of compromise , al

l

consideration for

b
y

martial law regulutions and police suppressions , old associations , al
l

desire to make the continuanco
made by the Government to cope with the strike , o

f

the anti -war comrades in the Party easy , a
ll

brought about a debacle to the workers , and the appeal to the deeper things fo
r

which the Party
deportation o
f

nine strike Icadcrs followed . had been formed ; ' and all candidates , who would

In the l'rovincial Council clections , which came not endorse the „ See it through “ policy were tur .

mund in March following , ebe 3. A
.

L. P. drew to ned down .
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woon in the general clection in March of this
The Cleavage . year, 1920. The Imaglie fought that plection with

fivo candidates in the field . The clection patſorni
Eight members of the E. C. including the was ; the Dictatorship of tho Proletariat .

chairman , secretary and treasurer, resigned offer . as the immense majority of the s \ frican
The anti -war section then formed itsell into proletariat aro members of the Bantu ručne . It is

a boily under the name of International League of obvious that the native question in regariti to So.
the S. A. 1

1
.

P
. , with the view to carry o
n

the pro- victs was brought more than ever to the foru
paganda and retrieve the Party fo

r

internationalism . ground . .

But this could not last . The election fever grew . South Africa , like Russia , possesses a largo rura
Almost simultaneously a

s the League members vo- population , and in our case , as in Russia , th
ir
, porolo .

teil to withdraw from the S
. l . I. P. and form a tariat in practice would include not only ilin indu .

separate organisation , the S. A
.
L. P
.

administra . strial workers , but the small peasants and landless, ,

tive Council voted fo
r

the expulsion of al
l

mem- agriculturisty a
s well , who ngrin in our country to

bers o
f

the International Leaguc . In September a large extent are non -European .

1915 this organisation started a
s

the International All these elements , irrespective o
f colour , are

Socialist League o
f

South Africa . to make up tho „ ruling class , whose dictatorship
and mastery o

f

the productive forces , of society is

Our Organ „ The International . " the first step in the working ; class rovolution .

It is this stumbling block that makes the so

Immedintely after the break away of the so . cialist problem seem so insolublo and difficult in

cialists , the League started it
s workly „ The Inter- South Africa , where most white wage carnert , il not

national , " which is now in it
s

sixth volume . The actually property owners , inspire to that stimuls and
Worker , " the official organ o

f

the S
.

A
.

L. 1
.

absorb tho ideology o
f

the potty bourgeois . gol any
collapsed in 1915 owing to the conflicting virus o

n working class movement that ignores o
r

shirks tho
thr war . Since then the S

.

d . I. P. has not pube organisation of the native worker is it shant .

lished a newspaper or official journal o
f

any kinil . Any revolution leaving out the lone's stratum
Our orgia „ The International is absolutly the to the rest would it the bottom b

e one o
f
a bwur .

only working class weekls in South Africa . The geois nature , perpetuating the antagonism , o
n which

League possesses it
s

own printing plant , which is present socicly is bascii .

a great help to u
s in getting our ' literature out This the vote catching Labour Party , playing

in timo . u
p

to the white trade unionists anil the whites in

The peculiar problems , which the socialist mo . general , refuses to see . It preaches the segregation
vement has to Parropi in South Africa with its black o

f

the natives , which spells cheap labour . ' Berause
proletariat , accounts fo

r

the small circulation o
f

the it is a well known fact , that the whites could not
paper . last ono wrck without the natives . This lias been

proved by big strikes o
f native workers o
n the

Election Results Since Formation of the gold mines and during the March 1020 general elec
League . tion campaign .

T
o

inc shame o
f

the white niiners , they srub .

In the Transvaal . I'rovincial elections in 1017 bed o
n

the native workers . The Lengur , notwith .

comrade ... Indrews contested th
e

Benoni , d
i

standing th
e

fact , tha
t

during th
e

clection campaignvision , and though defeated b
y

the Labour Party

nominer , received a poll o
f

3
5 ; votes , which was of judice both o
f

the press and webour l'orty on
sulficient concern to the capitalist press to causes ncrount of our native policy , immediately issued a

ll

it to break it
s conspiracy of silence and inquire into leaflet , railing upon the white miner nie in seal

the reasons . upon his black fellow worker . (See Internatio
The Leagito fought clections o

n issues such nal " 224 ) .

a
s war against war , and inclustrial unionisını The S
. A
. L. l . not only dissociated itsell

a
g
: inst craſt unionism , ” which in South Africa , o
f

from this great native strike , but it well ! to great
coursr implies the native pains to prove that these wicked International

In the Benoni clection referred to , the League Socialists were behind it all . It resulted in tho .

candidato had arrayed against him not only the breaking u
p

o
f our election meetings of orgu

puro -war passion , but also the anti -nativo , anti -colour nised gangs led b
y

prominent Labour Party mem
prejudice , which among the Dutch section o

f the brors . Large numbers o
f

our supportere a
t

other
population especially , is cxrecedingly virulent . With times , having been hit in one way o

r

mennither h
y

tho increasing popularity o
f international socialism the native strika and who have the polly burgeois

tho nppeal to colour prejudice is bring resortod tu penchant o
f repeating revolutionary plurienes , voted

inore and moro by the enemies o
f

tho working for the Labour Purty . O
n

the eve o
f

the poll Col.
clas “ , Ul

e

more dangerous w
o

become . Creswell , the leader of the Labour Party : in a nia
This Weapon was used against u

s with such nifesto , issued in the capitalist press declared for

a
n

eflect a
t

the Benoni election b
y

tho Labour Par- thic maintenance o
f impcrint connections between

ty , that tho wholo o
f

the Dutch vote , which was . S
. A
.

and Great Britain . This manifesto , comlince
anti -war as far as it is anti -British and petty bour , with the fear o

n

the part o
f

the English population
gooiß , was alionated from tho Lraguio . that the Dutch Nationalist Purty , Righting for un

Anti -colour prejudice was usod b
y

the L. P
.
in independant South African Republic , " might win the

the cloctions mentioned , and it becamo thoir chiof day , finally drew to the Labur Party a large num

.
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ber of British nationalist voters . The Labour l'arty to take uotes of the proceedings . One spy even
returned righty one inembers to th

e

Union Par accepted secretaryship o
f

the I w . of A. After a.

llainept vory sensational and mysterious message from the
Notwithstanding our overwhelming defeat , the Government to the people about the League and

fight we put up has boeit very valuable and we are German gold , details , which were inrxpedient in

gratifie in being able to state , that the principle public interest to publish etc. , arrest followed .

o
f solidarity o
f

labour irrespective o
f

race o
r colour The chirl witness for the Government , a no
is making headway among ihe white workers . tive o
f

our study class , apparently more impressed
If election results are to b
e the index o
f

b
y

our teachings than b
y

the Government pay ,

power , then the S
.

ls . 1
. counts for little a
s yet confessed , after reading a long statement in court

in the South African working class movement . But about the activities of the League , that the state .

if the degree o
f working class revolutionary effort ment just read out b
y

him was not his statement ,

is to be accounied fo
r , then the immensity o
f nor had it beer signed b
y

him . This smashed the
colour prejudice it has to face , its great propa- six months work o

f

the Union Government , and
Kanda work both b

y public mecting and writien alter three inmiths o
f

silence the case was dis
word and the fact that it sustains , through the sell inissed .

sacrifice o
f

its menibers , the main South African
working class paper , places the International Socia About The Black Proletariat .

list League as the one vigorous political organisation

o
f

the workers o
f South Alrica . in the Socialist Conference o
f

South Africa
The theatre trust , which controls most halls Socialists held o

n August 5th . 1917 , fo
r

the purpose

in South Africa , reluses to let us any hall . The Lon . o
f clecting a delegate , to represent South Africa

gue's mectings have bron broken u
p

time and again u
t

the Stockholm Conference o
f

1017 , was to he n
o
.

b
y

a
n organisert black hundred , and the police has ted the first fruits of our propaganda against colour

repratrdis instigated proceedings against our mem . prejudice . The League's lead in th
e

maiter was re

bers fo
r

ihe crime o
f being assaulted b
y organised cognised b
y

the following bodies representat : The[

mobs . Social Democratic Federation o
f Cape Town , South

In August 1918 a manifesto against the con- African l'eau'r and Arbitrarion Society , the Jewish
tinuance o

f

the War was the occasion for a police Socialist Society of Cape Town , Sailors Union , and
court charge . Two comrades were sentenced to six other unconnectod Socialists outsido the Longue . An
Wecks hard labour . The sentence was quashed o

n
Indian delegato , com . Sigainoney represonted the

appeal . organization o
f

the urban Indian Union , and a

number of nativo workers , one of whom adressert

A Rovernment Frame Up tho Conlerenco o
n the nativo agrarian grievances .

It would b
u hard fo
r

our Furnpoan comrades to

In July 1018 three o
f

our white comrades and realiso the significance o
f

the Indian and nativo
nve natives were arrested on a charge of Geweld delegatos sitting in a working class gathering in

(violence ) . The League , which during the war had South Africa . The vory fact o
f

those black fellow
been the only propaganda body in South Africa , workers voicing thoir class conciousness with 1

1
5
,

had become somewhat popular among the workers , Jifted the conference to a high pitch of enthusiasm .

especially among the native workers . The native had S
o soditious , subversiva of order and o
f

constituted
found in the Leagur , for the first time in the authority is it regarded to carry o

n working class
history o

f

South Africa , a working class organisa- propaganda among tho native workers , that a
n

tion willing to Aght for the native proletariat , administrative Council of the S. d . L. l ' . sitting hip
assisting them in every way towards their cmanci- low in ono o

f

tho Trados Hall Committee rooms
pation . adjourned to a neighboring hotel , as a protest against
The Industrial Workers o

f

Africa , a native whitos and natives sitting in conference together !

organisation o
n revolutionary lines , formed b
y

the We d
o

not claim that theso colourod dolcgil
League , the outcome o

f the league's native study tes represented grrat masses of tho hlark proleta
classes , began to instill in the mipds of the au- riat . We look izpon them rather as tho advancod
thorities the fact , that it had been formed fo

r

the guard o
f

that mass in it
s struggle toward articula

purpose to fight for the abolition o
f

the present tion : the very oxistance o
f

that mass , votclose , voi
system . celoss and unorganised , makrs a

ll

white clection

A passive resistance movement , organised b
y

results insignificant a
s
a test o
f power . Wo repeat

tho I. W. of A
. in conjunction with South Africa that only a barometer o
f effort , not o
f

votrs , ca
n

native National Congress for the abolition of the antitle & South African delegate to b
e heard in tho

pass system and for higher wages ,was the occasion Council o
f

the International : We think that our propa
for the Government to try their hands a

t
a frame up . ganda and it
s fruit among the native and Indiana

Flaborate preparations were made b
y

the Na . workers are o
f
a mighty significance for the mil

tive Affairs and Secret Service department to lions o
f

the coloured proletariat , in al
l

parts o
f

the
strike the blow , which was to exterminate the world , and a surrty that the South African proletariat
Longue . B

y

means o
f

cables to Britain and discus- to
o , will unitedly tread the path of the working

soda in Parliament tho Government started , Fil class International .FÍI
months prior to the arrost o

f

our comrades , a cadi- Since that Conference South Africa has seen
paign to prepare public opinion against the League . three huge and two o
r

three small native strikes ,

Police splex wen sent to the meetings o
f

the ono against the pass law and for higher wages as

I. W. of A
.

and classes o
f

the lengtie , inet rurted previously mentioned in the report .
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This movement developed out of a small waga vigourous campaign for Industrial Unionism . The
strike of natives working in the Johannesburg mu- workers had not been long in discovoring that the
nicipality . It being the Arst native strike , the po- capitalist class was undermining and weakening the
lice raurt inflicted sone sontenues on the natives workers' position ,whilo tho workers were disorga .
on strike, which caused a fairly general movement nised through racial feelings . During 1918 and 1917
among the natives . The feature of their struggle the South African Industrial Federation started a
against the pass law was , that the natives simply vigourous organising campaign in the Transvaal ,.
collectid the passes in big bags and burned theni with the result that today it is hard to find a white

in front of pass officos and police stations . man in tho Transvaal , who does not belong lo ono

Jin the Cape Town striko o
f January 1920 , against union o
r

another .

the export of foodstuffs from the union , the natives The South African Industrial Foderation consists
wore li't down badly b

y
the whitc workers not- o

f

affliatod trado and craft unions . As it
s

naino in
withstanding the fact , that they had come out o

n dicates , previously it was callod „ The Federation o
f

strike o
n request o
f Cape Federation o
f Trades . Trades , " it was thought that with the existence o
f

me third strike was of native minc workers , trades crait unions , the Fodoration was to b
e the

in March 1920. Thout forty thousand nativos were moans to bring Industrial Unionism " about . But
involved daily , where one'mine returned to work , instead o

f

that being so , the Fodoration discouragos
another mine caine o

n

strike , thereby keeping the a
ll revolutionary movements , or any tendency

police o
n the run a
ll

the timno . to revolutioniso , the fighting tactics of the workors .

The Transvaal strikes were a
ll suppressed b
y

S
o far the only move that is made towards

violenor o
n the part o
f

the police and white mobs industrial organisation , is b
y

monns o
f forining in

o
f hooligans and the workers were driven bork dustrial Departments within the shell of the Fe

a
t the point o
f

the bayonet . A largo numbor o
f

A large number o
f

doration , without touching o
r eliminating craft o
r

cestialties were in liceod ( injured and killed ) . Tailr unions betwipon such Industrial Departments .

A Government inguiry : hold in the purpose o
f The industrial movement is moro and more

Anding the valuses o
f

the native grievances , assured forced to adopt the league's inethods of lighting
the public one more , that the working conditions and organisation . Three years ago the industrial

o
f

the natives did not warrant the unrest among movement d
id not give the native nny consideration .

them , but the doctrines o
f

the l . S
. L. and the The native was not simply in their niind a
s

a

ekainplc o
f white workers were the cause . worker , and any ono preaching the organisation of

'The natives are rapidly proving that they the white unskilled , to say nothing o
f

the orga .

begin to understand what solidarity means . So far , nisation of the Bonta proletariat , was considered
the natives ' spirit o

f

revolt has meant 8
0 much insane .

steam in the a
ir
, a
s they d
o

not possess the no- Toduy the native question receives due consi .

cossary organisation . But once that machinery deration , although nothing concrete has been done .

could b
e

created in control and direct that spirit The question is laid down before overy trade union
thry will prove a

n irresistible force . congress o
r delegates meeting o
f any kind and

union branches . Considering this in the light of the
Affiliation to the III International . position of three years ago , then invloed it can b

e re

garded as a great advance towards the fullulnient
During thin war tho Leaguc has found it

s

kind o
f

the League's principle o
f solidarity , irrespectivo

ost $pirit in the Zinimerwnldion group . It has o
f

ruco o
r colour .

corresponded and looked for inspiration , up to tho The League , in its propaganda for working
Russinn Rovolution , niose to the Italian Socialist class solidarity , does not neglect onc race or ano
Party and com . Grinum o

f

Berne , than to even our ther . The white worker with h
is petty hourgeois

English comrados , although the personnel o
f

our outlook on life is inseparable industrially from

E
. C
.
is predominantly British . the native , therefore hinth racce must advanco

A
t

our Fifth ( 'onſeronce the Leaglio affliated together .

to the Third International .

The Shop Steward Movement ,

The Industrial Movement of S. Africa
Tho Shop Steward movement in Great Britain

Liko tho political movemont , the industrial It's A spontaneousonr , initiated b
y

the rank apel
movement suffrrod severnly through the war . lil

e

o
f

th
e

trade unions injapito o
f

iho officialdoni

It had just omerged from last hattlo in JH- o
f

these unions . In South Africa It was introduced b
y
:

nuary 1914 and had not had time jo
b

to consolidato com . W. H
.

Andrews , Ilir delegate in tho Stockholm

It
s

ſprcos , whon the war broke out . conference just returun from Britain . In his capa
Tho first goneral xtrike , July 1913 , a victory for city o

f Longur organiser . ho adressed & nuni
tho workers , had killed all race hatred existing het . hor o

f

trade union branch meetings , aggregate
ween the Dutch and English workers , and indeed it sop . meetings of trade unioniuis , ingether with a nuni .

mod a
s if internationalismi was going to be the husis ber of propagania mcrlings under the auspices of

o
f

th
e

South African trade union movement . Buit thic League , o
n

the Shop Stewards inovement .

the war , once moro awakened a bitter racial Irrling This movement is more o
r lesy artificial in

lietween both racos , and the alroady badly damageri South Africa . Like in the trade union movement , the
Sorriesforoes o

f industrial organised labour , loll to pieces wative is ignored , has no way or representation o
n

o
r nearly so . the work committees , and fo
r

this reason has not
Since its inception , the laaglie hail tortrol level peut into a revolutinnary movement . Today
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It is bound hanil und june to the Ferloration , the of th
e

wagro action o
n the part o
f

the l'ower Sta .

object o
f

thor Shop Strwakil movement has been lost . Lion Engineers . The refusal o
n

the part o
f

the l'o .

Every effort o
n

the part o
f

the Shop Steward wer Stations Engineers , and the refusal o
n

the
committee o

f
a complets industrial concern , like part of the Town Council to settle the matter led

minc , power station cl
i
, to get their grievances in the formation o
f

the Soviet . O
n April i theMi.

adjustcil b
y

direct action , is condemned b
y

the engineers and traniway men disposed o
f

the servi :

Federation , mund the nion concerned are branded a
s

ces o
f

the town council , captured the Town Hall
sectionalists . " We wantı " says the Federation , uni- and resume the tram , lower ard lighting servicesHr „

wd mass action o
f

the proletariat . “ - bu
t

good care is o
f

the Town uncler their own control . The first tram
tuken that such action never comes about , and it coming out , flying the road lag . borc out the victory
any crisis ' threatens to develop into mass action , o

l

the Soviet , and 1
0 members o
f

the Town Council

it is always directed in to joint boards and boards resigned .

o
f

reference and what not . The Durban affair was better organised . There
The Federation will not b

e anything else , but the workers had taken control o
f all the municipal

a petty bourgcois movement , until the native takes offices and concerns .

his place in the ranks o
f organised labour . While In both Sovjets the natives were ignored a
s

using revolutionary plirases , it assists the capita . usual . The strategy was excellent in both cases .

Jists to exploit the labour power o
f

the Bantu races . They wisely reckoned , that as a permanent insti .

strengthening the whites ' position o
n this exploi . tution under capitalism the Soviet . was imposible .

tation . Alter giving the rank and Ale a taste of their p
o
.

In fact , the capitajist press , time after time . wer and the unconditional surrender o
f

both ( 'oun .

appeals in the white worker lo come to some poat . cils , the Boards of Control or Sovjets , withdrew .

celul arrangenient , b
y

which a
ll

whites will b
e Suci coperiments can only b
e successful b
y forcing

enabled to suck the lite blood out o
f

the nativc . the whole proletariat to capture control first of

political power :

Revolutionary Action on the Part o
f

the A drop of water in a pump often makes the
While Industrial Workers . pamp give water . But the revolutionary spirit

throughout the country was not there yet . In both
Two events o

f

linmense revolutionary effect Sovicis the workers ' revolutionary discipline was

o
n

the workers ' mind took place in South Africa . splendid . Apart from th
e

p
s
. A
. I F. Wehave th
e

The formation o
f Johannesburg and Durbart ,muni . Cape Federation o
f

Trades and the Natal Federa :(
cipal Soviets . These rucnis piore that the revolution o

f

Trades and the National L'nion o
f Railway

binary Instinct of the workers is ahead o
f

their arid Harbor Servants . The S
. A
.
I. F. the largest

socialist koowlerige body ; a
ll

the other organisations together havo
Tho movement in Johannesburg developed out about a

n equal membership a
s

thc S
. A
.
I. F.
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