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Man, the most valuable asset.

Amilcar Cabral

Some revolutionary leaders and the 

struggle of other peoples

He valued the ex
perience of other revolutionary pro
cesses so highly that he recommend
ed — insistently — that his subor
dinates study them in order to 
extract all that might be useful for 
the struggle they were waging. Lit
tle is known of this side of Amilcar. 
He was very jealous of any interfer
ence in the internal affairs of the 
PAIGC or in the way the struggle 
was carried out. We recall the time 
he told us, with bitterness and 
irony, that a certain charge d’af
faires had visited him and offered to 
help his Party — if it took a certain 
position in the international field. 
He said that both the offer and the 
insinuation were immediately and 
energetically rejected, for, although 
their country was small, they could 
not allow anyone to come and tell 
them what stand to take, much less 
accept aid with strings attached. 
This shows Amilcar Cabral’s dig
nity as a leader.

In regard to the prospects for 

the struggle in South Africa 

and Rhodesia, he said:

Our main task is, in the first 
place, to free our country. For 
us, this is « mu'ml commit 
moot However, we’re In All I

ca, and, in our opinion, as long 
as there is racism, colonialism, 
apartheid in South Africa and 
the rule of a minority of 
European origin over an Afri
can majority, Africa will not 
be free and the danger will 
remain that the former system 
of domination will be imposed 
again. It is the task of all the 
independent countries in Afri
ca to do everything in their 
power to help our brothers 
and sisters in South Africa 
and Rhodesia to develop their 
struggles and free themselves. 
Obviously, we consider that 
our case is different from 
those of Rhodesia and South 
Africa; their prospects for 
evolution are different, and 
the brothers there must decide 
what the best solutions are. 
Our case is different and re
quires, first of all, very se
rious political work inside 
the country; a very broad po
litical mobilization; a solid or
ganization; and, naturally, the 
determination of a general
ized, hard-fought struggle.

If we achieve independence 
before our brothers in South 
Africa do, we will always 
respond to any requests for 
cooperation that they may 
address to us. We are con
vinced that they have a very 
difficult struggle before them, 
but political work is essential 
as a base for action, which 
will assume the necessary 
forms against the minority of 
European origin.



South Africa has helped Portu
gal to maintain its defense of 
the islands; thus, they are an 
important base not only for 
Portugal but also for South 
Africa itself. Therefore, both 
are anxious to keep the islands 
under their domination. We, 
however, consider Guinea and 
Cape Verde to be one people, 
one country.

Concerning the struggle of the heroic 

Vietnamese people, he said:

We feel that, in Vietnam, not 
only the future of that people, 
but the future of all peoples 
that struggle for their nation
al independence and national 
sovereignty is at stake. We are 
in complete solidarity with the 
people of Vietnam and deeply 
admire their heroic struggle 
against US aggression, against 
the aggression of the reaction
aries of South Vietnam, who 
are no more than the puppets 
of imperialism.

Amilcar appreciated in all its 
magnitude the incomparable her
oism of the Vietnamese people in 
their courageous resistance against 
the aggression of the largest im
perialist power on earth, the 
United States. He knew that the 
inevitable Vietnamese victory 
would hasten the collapse of im
perialism, in Asia in particular and 
in the Third World in general, and 
he said how stupid, stubborn and

criminal the attitude of the US 
Government was in continuing to 
defy the universal conscience, which 
demanded an end to that barbarous 
aggression. More than once we 
heard him say that the Vietnamese 
people also struggled for the cause 
of Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde, 
because, in keeping the hands of 
US imperialism tied, they prevent
ed the latter from giving greater 
help to fascist Portugal.

The PAIGC leader also referred to 

the revolutionary situation 

in Latin America, as follows:

We consider that, among the 
peoples of the world, the Latin 
Americans have suffered im
mensely, as they never enjoyed 
true independence, and the 
governments they created sub
mitted entirely to imperialism 
— especially US imperialism.

More than once he pointed out 
that the struggle in Latin America 
would be a long one, since it was 
attacking the economic and politi
cal interests of the United States 
— imperialism’s base of support. 
He said, however, that Washington 
would gradually lose its hold over 
Latin America. He commented 
that, back in the ’50s, no one would 
have thought it possible that the 
United States would receive the 
blows it has been dealt and that 
the Vietnamese people’s struggle 
was proof of the empire’s decline. 
He wound up by saying, “The 
United States is repeating the 
cycles of the Roman Empire, and 
one day the new generations will 
live in a different world.”

On Guinea and the 8th DPG 
Congress, he said:

We feel that the events of 
September 28, 1958, have the 
same significance for Africa 
that the October Revolution 
had for the whole world. The 
Democratic Party of Guinea 
(PDG), under the leadership 
of our comrade and brother 
Sekou Toure, has enriched the 
history of its people while con
tributing to the evolution of 
our continent, and its has cou
rageously rejected the maneu- 
vers and threats of imperial- 
ism, colonialism and neocolo
nialism.

We often talked of Sekou Toure 
and of the difficulties he faced in 
carrying forward his enormous, gen
erous work. Amilcar, who con
sidered him as a father and teache , 
always said that Sekou Toure 
should be helped, since he had 
always helped them in the most 
difficult times of the struggle 
helped them without interfering in 
their decisions (although, when 
required, he would give them

heHeUsai3d Vthat Africa had known 
few men who had fought as much 
for her as Sekou Toure and that 
one day his great work of forging 
a nationality from Guineas mosaic 
of tribes would be recognized for 
the titanic effort it was. He stated 
that Sekou Toure had struggled to 
give his people a personality and 
feelings of dignity, showing his 
generosity and making a serious 
contribution to the revolutionary 
struggle. This was also shown m 
his attitude toward Guinea-Bissau. 
Amilcar knew that the enemy was 
pressuring Sekou Toure, 
with the invasion of November 28,

yet he had given more encourage
ment to the PAIGC, both moral 
and material. Amilcar knew of the 
difficult conditions under which 
Sekou Toure did this; he knew 
that the country was having eco
nomic difficulties; and he suspect
ed that not all the members of 
Sekou Toure’s team shared his 
views in this regard. He also knew 
that the world revolutionary move
ment was morally obligated to sup
port the Republic of Guinea so it 
could continue to be a bulwark 
against the plots of the French, in 
complicity with some Africans.

About Nkrumah, he said:
I had the privilege of know
ing this exceptional man, 
exemplary revolutionary and 
comrade in struggle who 
always encouraged us in the 
battle we were waging against 
Portuguese colonialism. I am 
fully convinced that, if Pres
ident Nkrumah hadn’t been 
overthrown, the strategy of 
economic development adopted 
by his government would 
have provided Ghana with a 
flourishing economy today, 
thus proving that the African 
states that have won their 
political independence can 
build up their economic in
dependence, as well.
Is this plot linked to the prob
lems of the class struggle, to 
the contradictions in the social 
structure, to the role of the 
Party and other institutions — 
including the armed forces — 
in the framework of a new 
independent state?





Is the success of treason in 
Ghana linked to the problem 
of correctly defining this 
historical entity — the people 
— that makes history and to 
its daily actions in the defense 
of its attainments in the 
framework of independence?
Is it the large problem — that 
of choosing the men to lead 
the revolution — that permits 
this treason?
Meditating on these questions 
will perhaps lead us to under
stand the greatness of Nkru- 
mah’s work and the complex
ity of the problems he had to 
face, often alone. This will 
surely allow us to come to the 
same conclusion Nkrumah did: 
that, as long as imperialism 
exists, the only independent 
states in Africa will be those 
of liberation movements in 
power.

We feel sure that, when Amilcar 
made these reflections on the rea
sons for the fall of the President 
of Ghana, he also thought of his 
Party and of the struggle, trying to 
extract experiences useful for 
that struggle.

His friendship with Nkrumah 
often led Amilcar to visit him at 
his home in Conakry. When the 
visitors thinned out, Amilcar 
would be there. Undoubtedly, 
friendship was one of the things 
this revolutionary treasured most 
— as may also be seen in his ac
tions toward Nkrumah and Bakarv 
Ghibo.

At Nkrumah’s funeral, in Cona- 
kry, the PAIGC General Secretary 
made a speech of profound human,

patriotic and revolutionary con
tent, from which we quote the fol
lowing:

We fighters for freedom do not 
bewail the death of a man, a 
comrade in struggle and an 
exemplary revolutionary. We 
weep, yes; we shed tears of 
hatred against those who, fol
lowing imperialism’s ignomin
ious dictates, betrayed Nkru
mah.
For us, the fighters for free
dom, the most beautiful flow
ers with which we can honor 
Kwame Nkrumah are the bul
lets, shells and all other mis
siles we shoot against the colo
nialist and racist forces in 
Africa.
We feel sure — absolutely 
sure — that, clustered in the 
eternal green of the African 
woods, flowers as red as the 
blood of martyrs and as yel
low as abundant harvests will 
bloom on the tomb of Kwame 
Nkrumah, for Africa will win.

His friendship for Bakary Ghibo, 
leader of the Niger Sawada, was 
very deep; they were friends who 
frequently exchanged opinions on 
the struggle or on the African and 
international political situations. 
Each deeply respected the other, 
and they had tremendous discus
sions on anything and everything. 
The friendship between these two 
men lasted for many years, and 
Bakary rightly said that Amilcar 
was showing signs of becoming one 
of the most outstanding African 
leaders. For Amilcar, Bakary was 
an experienced and discreet com
rade to whom confidential observa
tions concerning doubts or worries 
might safely be entrusted.

ON LENIN'S HOMELAND

With regard to Lenin’s homeland, 
we must say that Amilcar always 
fully appreciated the multifaceted 
assistance which the Soviet Party 
and Government offered his strug
gle. He used to tell us that he 
couldn’t forget that the weapons 
and bullets they were using against 
the Portuguese colonialists came 
from the Soviet Union, without 
any strings attached. Amilcar ap
preciated the way he was received 
by the Soviet leaders each time he 
went to Moscow, their concern in 
the development of the struggle and 
their interest in studying together 
ways and means for cooperating 
with it.

For this reason, Amilcar said: 
Every day, our people, like all 
the other peoples of the world, 
get a better understanding of 
the eternal importance of the 
October Revolution in the 
development of mankind. We 
see and are daily more con
vinced that the first percepti
ble changes in our advance 
toward freedom and progress 
were made thanks to the Revo
lution which the incomparable 
genius of Lenin prepared, 
directed and led to final vic
tory over the bourgeoisie and 
feudalism.

On the hundredth anniversary of 
Lenin’s birth, Amilcar said:

Even one who has only the 
most elementary knowledge of 
the main points of modern 
historical development knows, 
without any doubt, that our 
struggle was made possible 
because Vladimir Ilyich Lenin 
— that great man, internation
alist, patriot and conscious and

incomparable fighter who, 
with his talent and revolu
tionary ideas, opened the way 
to the revolution for all op
pressed peoples — lived and 
did his duty.
On celebrating the hundredth 
anniversary of Lenin’s birth, 
we feel that the best way to 
honor him is to create and 
strengthen the unity that is 
indispensable for final triumph 
in the struggle against impe
rialism; to follow his militant 
example; and to imitate his 
steadfast faithfulness to prin
ciples, clarity of ideas and tire
less daily work.

ON CHE
The African hero’s first meeting 

with Major Ernesto Che Guevara 
took place in stirring circumstances. 
Che was visiting Kwame Nkru
mah’s Ghana and expressed the 
wish to visit the rebel territory of 
Guinea-Bissau. When Amilcar Ca
bral learned of Che’s presence and 
wish, he walked for two days to 
make the meeting possible. Con
cerning that meeting, Amilcar said 
to a journalist: “It might be inter
preted as my wishing to ascribe to 
myself Che’s standing, so I won’t 
talk about it.”

When Che died Amilcar was one 
of the first to arrive at our Embas
sy in Conakry to tell us, “It is a 
great loss for the revolutionary 
movement, but Che’s example and 
work will live on; he is one of the 
most devoted revolutionaries of our 
times. The Latin-American peoples 
will honor him by making the revo
lution.”



These opinions on revolutionary 
leaders and processes show where 
Amilcar Cabral’s interests lay. In 
addition, they are proof of his 
progressive, Marxist, international
ist thought. With them, he wished 
to stress that his people’s struggle 
should be considered a part of the 
struggle waged by all mankind for 
definite independence. It is also 
evident that these ideas show seri
ous respect for the experiences of 
other peoples that, in different 
conditions, chose the hard and 
noble road of revolution and social 
justice.

In October, 1965, at the Confer
ence of the Portuguese Colonies’

Nationalist Organizations, Amilcar 
stated that the most steadfast allies 
in their struggle were the socialist 
countries, and he pointed out that 
the correlation of international 
forces was constantly changing in 
their favor. As a result, he felt that 
the days of colonialism were num
bered and that final victory would 
surely come. The revolutionary 
leader learned to distinguish quick
ly between friends and foes; but, 
at the same time, he appreciated 
the need for dialogue in order to 
divide the enemy camp and show 
the peoples of the capitalist coun
tries the justness of the struggle 
that was being waged — and, there
fore, the need to contribute to it. 
He attained certain success in this 
direction.
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