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1971, proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly as the “International year of
struggle against racism and racls] discrimination,” is, paradexically, and thanks to the
interests and ambitions of the Western powers, the year in which the racist South
African regime will begin to preduce jis own weaponi and ammunition, will launch
a modern air force, and will have the facilities 1o produce mtomie wespons, so that the
little more than three milllon whites can keep the 17 million blicks, mulattoes and Aslans
in virtual slavery.

With a policy entitled "development of races through separatism™ and the creation of
black republics and the bantustans, the bastion of apartbeid secks 10 civide the natives,
and avoid global revulsion and the heretofore Innecuous political and milltary sanctions
recommended by different international organizatiors

This article comes from Alex La Guma, a South African intellectual who has col-
laborated with Tricontinental on other occasions. Here, cne sets the colonialist-imperial-
ists’ hidden motives as well as the intransigent decision of the African peoples to be free.

Tue Souti African Government vote and by & majority of 523% of
celebrated the 10th anniversary of these voters (the pro-republican
the Republic on May 31 this year. whites) the racist republic was
In 1960 a referendum had been held,

but only whites were allowed to @




born. It was proclaimed in 1961
amid the jubilation of the racists
and a general strike by the nonwhite
people. The 10th anniversary cele-
brations hardly received any support
or recognition from the oppressed
people; in schools, untversities
and other institutions of apartheid,
the nonwhite people made it known
that they had nothing to celebrate.
In spite of massive intimidation,
repression and terrcr, the people
continue to show their abhorrence
of the system of racism, violence
and blatant exploitation.

Racism in South Africa — the
ideology of white supremacy and
black inferiority -~ was born with

the invasion of our country by white
settlers in the 17th century. The
capitalists and traders of Europe,
dissatisfied with the pillage of their
own people, sought new sources of
wealth in other parts of the world.
By armed force. fraud and intrigue
they plundered the people of Africa,
Asia, Latin America and Australasia,
The settlers came to South Africa
as the henchmen of the Dutch East
India Company.

Jan Van Riebeeck, leader of the
first Dutch settlers, referred to the
Khoikhoin people, the aboriginal
peop.e of the Cape, as “dull, stupid,
and lazy,/’ and descrided them as “a
stinking nation.” Thus justified, the
settlers organized commandos and
hunting parties to shoot adult mem-
bers of these people. They shot as
many as they could and took the
younger ones as slaves and catile
herders. Predatory raids against
these people who owned large herds
of livestock resulted in rich booty
for the settlers. Because of inferior
weapons the aborigines naturally
lost the battle against colonization.

White settlers gradually penetrated
the interior of the Cape and drove
the indigenous people from the best
iarmlands. Slaves were also import-
ed from the East Indies and other
parts of Asia and Africa to reinforce
the decimated labor supply. The
pattern was set for the ruthless
colonial exploitation of the country,
the expropriation of- the land, the
enforced harnessing of the labor
power of the blacks.

When in 1806 the Duich colony
was seized by the British, the pat-
tern did not change substantially.
The British colonialists mounted a
series of savage campaig@ns against
the Amaxhosa in the Eastern Cape
and the Zulu people in Natal. They
imported more white settlers from
Britain and extended their conquest
further through Bechuanaland, Ba-
sutoland and later into Zimbabwe,
which they called Rhodesia.

However, as the ranking capitalist
country of that time, Great Britain
was opposed to direct chattel slav-
ery. When this type of slavery was
abolished, large contingents of Boers
{farmers, descendants of the original
Dutch settlers) who wanted to main-
tain chattel slavery, left the Cape
on “the Great Trek” and advanced
into those areas later named the
Orange Free State and Transvaal,
and into Natal. In the course of
these advances the Boers conducted
repeated aggressive wars against
African tribes who owned the land
of those regions. The Boers seized
these lands, established the Repub-
lics of the Transvaal and Orange
Free State, based upon white dom-
ination. the exploitation of the black
populations, and the principle of
“No equality in church and state.”
The spirit of the white slave-owner
remained as the core of their
outlook,

The discovery of diamonds and
then gold had profound and far-
reaching effects: more Jforeigners
flocked :into South Africa: British
and Furopean financiers exported
vast sums of investment capital to
South Africa. In order 10 gain com-
plete control aver the gold in the
Transvaal, British imperialism in-
vaded the two republics and brought
them into the British Tmpire; but
no change in the conditions of the
African people followed. Their co-
lonial status and subjugation con-
tinued and was in fact intensified.
The mining interests were now
masters of the country and they had
only one interest as far as the blacic
inhabitants were concerned: to force
them into labor in the mines at the
minimum rate of pay. The Brit:sh
found the harsh colonial and racist
policy of the Boer republics well
suited to this purpose. TYaxation,
the pass laws and land-grabbing
followed.

New Coloniatism

British imperialism and Afrikaner
(Boer) nationalism found common
ground in the dispossession, oppres-
sion and exploitation of the non-
whites. On this {oundation the
Union of South Africa was estab-
lished in 1910. The racist constitu-
tion legitinuzed racism in the coun-
try and prepared the ground for the
legalized national oppression, ex-
loitation and humiliation of the
lack masses, and for all the atroc-
ities committed against the peaple,
individually and coilectively.
The conceding of independence to
Seuthi Africu Ly Britain in 1910
was not a victory over the forces
of colonialism and imperialism.
It was designed in the interest of
imperialism. Power was transfer-
red not into the hands of the mas-

ses of the people of South Africa,
but into tke hands of the white
minority alone. The evils of co-
Jonislism, insofar as the nonwhite
majority was concerned, were
perpetuated and reinforced. A
new type of colonialism was
developec, in which the oppres-
sing white »nation occupied the
same terilory as the oppressed
people thecselves and lived side
by side with them.?

Controlling the all-white parlia-
ment, the LIoer landowners and
imperialist mine-owners combined
in a brutal alliance to extract the
last ounce of chezp labor out of the
African people. The first assault
of the new Un:on of South Africa
against the African was the Land
Act of 1913. ‘Th#s law prohibited the
African from owning land outside
the “reserves,” which constituted
approximately 13% of the country,
The whites seized the remaining
87% of the lard, which was natural-
1y the best acd most fertile. The
reserves, being insufficient and agri-
culturally poor, were incapable of
supporting the population; thus the
men-folk were driven by hunger to
work for the white-owned enterpri-
ses. The state developed the con-
tract systerm of migrant labor,
which seperated the wage-earner
from his family, so that the bosses
would not 2ave to pay for the up-
keep of the worker’'s dependents.
The reserves became nothing less
than reservoirs of cheap labor and
the burial ground of those Africans
who worked themselves to death
under the esemi-slave conditions
which prevall in mines and on

1 Program o1 ‘he South Atrican Communis:
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farms.

The cooperative basis of the old
tribal societ'es was broken dowh,
and the entire African people trans-
formed into a community of Impoivd-
erished peasants and underpa
forced laborers. P

Toda! the stratum of ““‘white South
Africa” is characterized by all fea-
tures of the advanced -capitalist
state in its final stage of imperi-
alism: highly developed industrial
monopolies and mergers of indus-
trial and finance capital; agriculture
!)ursued on capitalist lines, employ-
ng wage labor and producing for
local markets and export. South
Africao monopoly capital is like-
wise closely linked with British,
United States and other foreign
imperialist interests in South Africa
and they jointly sharc in the ex-
ploitation of the nonwhite peoples
and uphold the racist apartheid
policy.

Foreign investment clearly plays

an important role in the ecunomy

of South Africa. In 1983, the total
of foreign assets in the country
was estimated at $6416 million.

The principal creditor countries

were the United Kingdom, whose

holdings were the largest, ac-
counting for more than half of
the total, and the United States.

tance in South African finance

and trade.!

The alliance between Jocal capital
and foyeign imperialists naturally
has developed internal conflicts
These are represented in the main
white political parties and group-
ings, tut they find common ground
in the continued colonial-type sub-
jugation of the ronwhite peoples.

Soutnh African monopoly cap-
ital:sts also exporxt capital, especially
in Africa, and their expansionist
character is plainly reflected in the
inroads made by the regime into
South West Africa. the open threats
to African states to the north, and
the political and economic interests
in former British ‘“‘protectorates”
and Rhodesia, Nalawi, etc. The re-
cert news that South Africa is now
also capable of developing the atam
bomb 8 the latest manifestation of
the racist republic's impedalist am-
bitions.

‘The white warkers, on the whole,
form the “aristocracy of labor.” The
ruling class has granted numerous
concessions to them. They have the
monopoly of the best-paid work and
are invariably given positions of
authority over nonwhites. They go
regularly to the polls and vote for
apartheld or racism in one form or
another. The high standard of living

The-two countries combined rep-
resented about 70% of the total
value of foreign investments in
South Africa at the end of 1968.
There were much smaller, none-
theless significant, investments on
the part of international organiza-
tions, France, the Federal Repub-
tic of Germany, Switzerland and
several other countries. Among
the major industries, foreign in-
vestments concentrated primarily
in mining and manufacturing,
though they were also of impor-

and remuneration enjoyed by the
whites come from their share in the
super profits accurnulated by the cap-
italist class from the exploitation
of the nonwhites.

The progression of white econom-
ic privilege is shown in the wid-
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3 Forelgn Mvestmext In the Repablie of
Bouth Africa, Depaxtment of Political and
Sécurity Council Affairss Unit oa Apsr-
thedd; Uatted Nelioas, NY, 1970,




ening gap between recent black
and white wages. For example,

...in 1945-46 the ratio of white
and African wages in private in-
dustry was 100:26. By 1857 it was
100:18. Statistics for 190, which
include mining and construction
in addition to }Jrivate industry,
show a ratio of 100:12, Figures
reveal that a white miner eams 19
times as much as a black miner; a
white worker in industry gets five
times as much as the black wor-
ker; and a white worker in the
construction indusiry over six
times as much.

Together w:th economic privilege
and ﬁolitical superiority the white
population is systematically indoec-
trinated with the creed of white
supremacy and regards itself as part
of the ruling class; thus it willingly
acts as a tool and accomplice in the
maintenance of oolonialism and
capitalism,

The lower strata of “black South
Africa” exhibit all the characteris-
tics of a colony, The indigenous pop-
ulation is subjected to extreme
forms of national oppression, ex-
ploitation and poverty, lack of dem-
ocratic rights and the domination
by a group advocating its ‘'Europe-
an” or “Western Christian” charac-
ter and “civilization.” Characteristic
too of imperialist rule is the reliance
upon brute force and terror, the
army and police, and the encourage-
ment of the most backward of tribal
elements and institutions.

The. African people today con-
stitute 69.7% of the population. The
1970 census figures disclosed by the
Min stry of Statistics give the
following population figures: whites.
3 799 000; Africans, 14893000; Col-
oreds {mixed descent}, 1 996 000;
Asians, 614 000. Total, 21 282 000.

The African inhabitants, living

and working in all parts of the Re-
public, form the basic population
and are the main vietims of the
colonial system. The former divi-
sions of the Africans on tribal lines
have steadily broken down. The
triba] system was suitable for the
simple, seli{-suffic.ent economy of
the past, but there is no place for
it in a modern economy based on
lazge-scale industry, mining and
faxrning. The present government,
pursuing the policy of “divide and
rule,” is attempting to revive tribal-
ism, but these attempts cannot
succeed. The African people are
mmoving inevitably towards the for-
mation of a single modern nation.
Under its so-called *“Bantustan”
palicy, the Government proposes to
partition Sou:h Africa. Nearly one
third of the African people live on
the reserves. The lorgest of these
are the Tranzkei and Ciskei, in the
Cape Province, and there are also
others scattered widely in the other
three provinces. All these the Gov-
ernment hopes to make the “home-
lands’ of the African population.
But these are unable to sustain the
additional population — those Afri-
cans in the remaining 87% of the
conntry, whom the authorities con-
sider “aliens” or ‘temporary so-
journers™ in the “white” areas. The
reserves are grossly overcrowded al-
ready and far toc small to maintain
the present population. Most of the
Africans in the reserves are not
independent peasants or do not have
sufficient land by which to make a
living To support their families
most of the men in the prime of life
are away working for the whites.

3 “Alrican Workers ard the Natlons} Strug.
gle.” Afriean Communist, No. 44, 1971
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“More than 40% of the economical-
ly active men in the reserves are
absent at any given time, working
in the mines, factories, farms and
homes tn the white areas.” * “About
46.5% of the Africans live in the
‘homelands,' the remainder live in
the so-celled white areas.” ¢

Likewise, 90il exhauston and
lack of opportunity for crop rotas
tion and Intensive scieptific farm-
ing [s a feature of all the reserves
which are the most baekward and
undeveloped areas typicsl of colo-
nial Africs. 1n spite of it boass,
“the number of jobs created in the
past ien years for Africansin indus
ty in the ‘homelands is ahbout
20007 ¢

The South African Government
piesents the *“Bantu Homelandsz"
scheme as a concession % the grow-
ing freedom struggle among the
Afrlcan people snd to world opinion
but it bas been rejected with con-
tempt by freedom-loving Africazs
and even by those who had ap-

ved of the racigt-colonialist plans.
n any case, the regime hag no in-
tention of conferring any genuine
independence on any sector of the
nonwhite people

The gpecial character of colonial)-
iam in South Africa and the appro-
priation by the white minocity of all
those opportunities which in other
colonial countries bave given rise to
the growth of a national capitalist
clags, have strangled the develop
ment of a class of African cap-
italiste, All positions of economic
power and influence are held by
members of the white %roup alone.
There are veiy few Africans who
make profits from the exploitation
of lsbor power, since most of thern
are wage-eawners in agriculture and
industry A few independent farmr
ers own holdings, usually so smail

thai they cin oaiY be cultivated by
the farmer bimsed? and his famlly.
There gre 8 few African traders and
shopkeepsry who have to_contend
with mumerons color restrictions;
and their capital is 0 smaill that
the)r businesses are rarely profit-
able The professions] greugs, main-
ly teacders, do aot as 2 rule receive
betier salaries, nor do they live bet-
ter, than their fellow Afiricans.

The <olored pecple live mainly in
the Western Cape Province and
comprise workerg farm laborers,
professional people and small
businessmen, The Asian community,
ma:nly people of Indian o:igin, are
descendants of itidentured labarers
brought in the last century 0 work
the sugar ptantat:ons, The majority
of them are industrial and agri-
cul;ural warkers and they have also
developed a considerable merchant
class. Both these noowhite minority
groups are subjeci 10 the various
racist laws and restrictions.

The Revclulionary Foree

The Africax workers in the sowns
compris¢ the most dymemic and
most revolutionary force in South
Africa. The wages of ucban Afri-
cans, in relation to the very bigh
living costs, are scandalously low.
In shops and {actories they are re}
egated to the heaviest and !east
rewarchng formms of labor Pass

1P Sml Head o the Deportment of
Googtuly at dic Aliica icsidtute, ce-
m’geou The Ster, Joharmaexbia g, July 12
1

¢ Hoxe of Asacmbiy Debstcs (Hanseed).
Septemmber 2j, ¥dA

¢ 7. A Goobhelad, Geperat Secretary of the
Tvide VUnlon Cooaed of Soxth Alreica,
qooted {n The Gear, Pedruacy LB 1070
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laws and urban-areas regulations
mare the terms of their worke snd
residence prrecaripus, and they are
ﬂuu,.«.im to never-endino xmds and
peisecutions by the police, African
traae umom are not given iecoon!-
Uou &na 11 s illegal for an African
16 gu on strike. But desnits thie, this
class,t ne most numerous and ex
ridnced working class on the Afr
caid dontihent, Nas time and ap;.nm
shown that 1t is in the forefront of
the siruggie of the African neople,
It has experieace in or@anization. i
is devistea 10 the cause of African
liceration and to workers’ unity on
the cOntineni and throughout thee
world.

Tne evstem of colonislism and
racial oppression in South Alrjca
will be overthrown by the unified
struggle of national liberation and
wwkm; cluss movements that have
;,m‘w“ﬁ In experience and matured
and u<<ome steeiad in many years
of girrieult strugsle.

The crisis in South Africa springs
from the iundimental coatradie-
tionso f South African anclety
betwesn the oppressed people and
their cuiers; between South Alrican
colonialism and the worldwide
movemerii againsi liimperialism snd
colonialisin; between thew vorkine
class and the rursi masses, togethos
with the middle ciassis, onth ¢ ona
side, and the handful of rmonc ooly
capsiansts on the other.?

This decp-ticated crisis will only
be resoived oy a revolulionary
ch.mgu which vill cvercoma these
contradiciions by putting an end to
the \.vuclllal appresston of the Afri-
can and oftner nonwhite peoplex; a
naticiial dernocratic rcvolution to
overiarow the coionialist state of
the white minority and establish &
genuira p«wrnl‘s democratic state in
("lr\.iul A"ll‘lCl

Iz a report o2 “Strategy ?-.m Tac-
ties (;f the Senin ‘iu-:an Revoiu-
tien_” the 1.....‘.::‘.‘ sticna| Cong-"

(AMCY the r--“ br-:.: Tor national
libesnticn im Scxin mncu sfates:
TX: main Ganeot of the |present
stage of the South ...fr:{‘gn revoiu-
lon i3 the novonal licerution of
the ‘ rgesl 239 raost Oppressed
EroLp — the Afriean pecple. T his
~trneg; a"': AT gOVern every
aseest of thie conduct of our strug-
Lle . It densands in the first
P he: the max urn mctilization
of t& African [ 'vi-ll“ a5 a OB]PCB‘
Sesedd and r;(__!'y b +7 A'c"as‘d -
e,
rly, the program: of the
Party siavs:
Tre muin conient of this revolu-
3 ..5-';‘_4 ml)tszlc*l- Of
l"f")" o Its fuifil-
ment i, ag the :':----. “au\., in the
despTst interesie oL ik other non.
witite gr';\"“' o in Jucvmg
their liberty the African people
will 22 the same ¥me plit an end
10 aii forins of acial dlm:mim
tion. It 3¢ in the interest of the
whlte workers, middle ciass and

pm‘ﬂf:‘arm- "i')"p.., o whomn ihe
esta b iEnt of gesulne damoc-

recy snd mc‘ L ‘...na.xm. of fas-
cism and morwaly rule oifer the
prozpect of o decent and siable
futurs
The .‘.-!u..'.‘ﬂ Natonal Congress in
the 'C"*"'t ""(‘""“ lutu?.. uu'tfu..
It 5 a nationa’ st iggls which
taking 1nlar: in & difierent contexi
fror:  tnise which Cna'acl‘erizéd
the ;«-—':, sr_mg,,!u againist colo-
nialism. It is happs ing in 8 new
} ind of wox!d -~ a worid which is
no longer mouspelized by the

! Progreny of the Sowiv Alfricsn Communist

Panr




mmperialist world system; a world
in which the exiStence of a power-
{ul socialist system and a signifi-
cant sector of newly-liberated
arcas has altered the balance of
forces; a world in which the horl.
zons liberated from foreign op-
pression extend beyond mere for-
mal polit cal control and encom-
pass the element wh:ch makes
such control meaningful — eco-
nomic emancipation. [t is also
happening in a new kind of South
Africa... in which the indepen-
dent expressions of the wcrking
peaple — their political organiza-
tion and trade urions — are very
much part of the liberation front.
Thus our nationalism must not be
confused with chauvinism and
narrow nationalism of a previous
epoch, It maust not be confused
with the classleal drive by an
elitist group among the oppressor
in the exploitation of the mass.
The primary sims of the South
African democratic revolution are
defined in the Freedom Charter
which is tke joint program of the
national liberation organizat.ons of
the various nonwhite peoples. The
Freedom Charter is not a program
for gocialism,

It is a common prograin for a
free, democratic South Africs,
agreed upon init:ally by the mass
Congress of the People in 1955,
attended by thousands of the
people’s representatives. socialist
and nonsocialist alike. However, in
order to guarantee the abolition of
racial oppression and white minority
domination, the Charter calls for
distinct economic changes: drastic
agrarian reform to restore the land
to the people; widespread nationali-
zation of key industries to break the

grip of monopcly capital; radical
improvements in the conditions and
standards of living for the working

peopte.
Armed Struggle

Neither the national liberation
movement nor the Communist Party
has ever adopted the theory of vio-
lent struggle or guerrilla warfare
as the only possible road to freedom
in South Africa or any other
country, irrespective of conditions
and circumstances, As is well
known, the movement, for many
years and particularly during the
fifties, sustained prolonged cam-
paigns of mass political and trade
union activities, embracing hundreds
of thousands of people, making the
widest possible use of militant but
nonViolent struggle. The policies and
campaigns in that period were fully
justified and correct. It has always
been the view of the movement
that a revolutionary policy should
be that which holds out the quickest
and most fundamental transfer of
power from one class to another.
But in real life such radical changes
are brought about not by imaginary
forces but by those whose outlook
and readiness to act is very much
influenced by historically deter-
mined fectors. To ignore the true
situation and to entertain imaginary
forces. concepts and ideals is to in-
vite failure, The art of leadership
consists in providing leadership to
the masses and not only to its ad-
vanced elements.

The militant actions and result-
ant persecutions also purged the
Sputh African movement of oppor-
tunists, waverers and careerists and
gave it its revolutionary character.
These struggles convinced the mas-
ses of the people and all their

honest leaders and spokesmen that

thex_-e is no other read towards tke
achievement of .their aspirations
than that of revolution. jurther-
more, the victory of the antj.in-
perialist forces in Wor!d War Il, and
the tide of independence in Africa,
Asia and Latin America, combined
with the struggles within Sou:h
Africa in the past 50 years, created
In the beginning of the sixties the
possibility and feasibility of {he
turn in the direction of armed strug-
gle in South Africa

The establishment of the Spear of
the Nation, the military wing of the
ANC, in 1961 was recognition that
from then on the liberation move-
ment would have to achieve {13 goals
not only by traditional political
methods, but also by means of
armed struggle, by answering fas-
cist violence with vevolutionary
violence,

“The molding of mass political
consciousness reached a new inten-
sity,” states the ANC report quoted
above. “The resporse of the author-
ities was such that the overwheim-
Ing majority of the peaple, through
their own participat:on in the strug-
gle anq confrontation with the state,
Tecognized that in the long run the
privileges of the minority will only
be wrenched away from jt by armed
combat.”

In a New Year’s message in 1|
Oliver Tambo, Acting gPresidse‘ft'
General of the ANC, declared on
behalf of the South African libeca-
tion movement; “For centuries the
white oppressors of our country

have Lived by the sword, Now they
shall perish by the sword. For dec-
ade_s white supremacy has been
maintained by the gun. Now freedom
shall be achieved by means of the
gun.”

Since the launching of the armed
struggle jn South Africa, the guer -

rilla detachments of the freedom
noverment have clashed with the
ratist troogs of Vorster and those of
Iaa Smith in Rhodesia. The Battle
cf Wankie in the Zambesi Valley in
1987, be:ween cembined ANC and
Zinbatwe Africin Peoples’ Union
(ZAPV) forccs 2nd the white troops
was a beginning of hard and serious
battles stili to come. Reports from
South Africa indicate that guerrillas
ad armed political cadres ere now
infittrating into :he Republic after
train:ng abroad.

In an illegal btroadcast made by
mears of tape recordings placed et
vantége points in several South
African cities,” the ANC cailed on
the oprressad people to prepare for
armed struggte.

The ANC calis on all the op-
presscd to organiae and struggle
and light in the town and coun-
tryside.
We fight a guerrilla war, A guer-
rilla war is not a war of big ar-
mies. We have no big army. We
organize ourselves into small
groupings. We attack the enemy
suddenly. when he is not expect-
ing us. We kill him and we take
his guns and disappear.

The countries of Southern ‘Africa
have yet to break the chains of
coloniglism and racism which hold
them in oppression. In the Portu-
guese colonies, South West Africa
(Namibia), Rhodesia (Zimbabwe)
and the Republic of South Africa,
white racists and fascist regimes
maintain systems which go against
the current of tbe African revolu-
tion and world development. But the
war of national literation is on and
it will develop and be fought to the
finish,

Yictory or Deatk!






