
sent to the Secretary of State that, 
as far as Sandino is concerned, he 
has told Somoza to beware of 
“precipitation.” This explains why 
it was necessary to allow a year to 
pass from the initiation of negotia­
tions before perpetrating the crime. 
The term “precipitation” clearly 
demonstrates that Yankee imperial­
ism had condemned the hero to a 
treacherous death but that, at the 
same time, it wishes to avoid the 
repercussion that the guerrilla sur­
vivors would take just vengeance, 
and would continue the resistance 
against the mercenary National 
Guard.

On February 21,1934, Ambassador 
Bliss Lane communicates with So­
moza on two occasions. The same 
day he meets with the Yankee lack­
ey Jose Maria Moncada, an in­
timate of Somoza. At midnight the 
crime is carried out. Augusto Cesar 
Sandino and his brothers-in-arms, 
Francisco Estrada, Juan Pablo 
Umanzor and Socrates Sandino are 
assassinated.

Among the details known about 
the attitude of the hero before his 
murderers, there survive the words 
that he hurled at them when they 
proceeded to take his wallet: 
“I don’t have a single cent, for I 
have never taken funds from the 
nation.”

The vile assassination of the Nica­
raguan hero is the culmination of 
25 years of crimes committed by the 
Yankee aggressors and their sell-out 
oligarchies from the time that impe­
rialist intervention began in 1909. 
Over a quarter of a century of sad­
ness and fighting, 25 000 sons of 
Nicaragua fell on the sacred soil 
which will some day, inexorably, 
flower with liberty and justice.

In August 1934, liberals and con­
servatives, in common accord, de­
cree an amnesty in favor of those 
who were implicated in the assas­
sination of the hero.

Two year later, Juan B. Sacasa

quietly resigns as front man and 
Somoza directly assumes the reins 
of power. Following an electoral 
farce, the hired assassin Somoza of­
ficially occupies the presidency on 
January 1, 1937.

After Sandino’s assassination, the 
guerrilla chief Pedro Altamirano, 
“Pedron” to his friends, stayed in 
the mountains for several years at 
the head of a small and isolated 
troop until, in 1939, he died in ene­
my hands in Garnacha.

The tragedy that befell Nicara­
gua with the crime of February 21 
has extended over several decades 
and still today affects the life of 
Sandino’s people.

With the victory of the Cuban 
Revolution, the Nicaraguan spirit of 
rebellion recovered its resplendency. 
The Marxism of Lenin, Fidel, Che, 
Ho Chi Minh, was seized by the San­
dino Front of National Liberation, 
which has taken the difficult guer­
rilla path again. From the last 
months of 1958, year after year, on 
more than a hundred occasions, 
there has been a guerrilla combat 
which will lead to final liberation.

The national and social emancipa­
tion of Nicaragua will be won 
through armed action supported by 
the people’s masses and guided by 
die most advanced revolutionary 
principles. The er emy tricks of the 
past will be defe _Jd now, should 
they repeat themselves. In the new 
period not only are numerous peo­
ples in rebellion against Yankee im­
perialism, but they are all united 
in a growing and unanimous battle 
leading to the defeat of the dollar 
empire. Viet Nam, Cuba, on opposite 
sides of the world, are peak exam­
ples of the people’s decision today. 
In this new battle, the young Nica­
raguan generation, loyal to the leg­
acy of Augusto Cesar Sandino, 
proves with its blood that it is oc­
cupying an honorable position.
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genocide in
A N G O LA

THE Portuguese colonialists have 
taken another step in the escala­

tion of genocide against the Angolan 
people.

In effect, tons of chemical products, 
defoliants and herbicides have ap­
peared throughout the entire area of the 
liberated regions since the beginning 
of last year, poisoning rivers and 
marshes with the criminal purpose of 
killing life.

To “carpeting” and napalm bomb­
ings and the resettlement of the pop­
ulation in strategic hamlets, the drop­
ping of defoliants and herbicides must 
now be added.

Two-thirds of the total harvest in 
the liberated zones has been destroyed, 
dozens of peaceful people, especially 
old people and children, have been 
killed by poison.

The world knows enough about the 
consequences of chemical war. Death, 
malformation, lands rendered nonara­
ble for long periods, are some of the 
consequences of the use of defoliants

by the North American imperialist 
troops in Viet Nam.

The effects of these products make 
it possible to identify them as follows:

—2,4 D (2,4 dichlorophenoxiacetic 
acid)

—2,4,5 T (2,4,5 trichlorophenoxia- 
cetic acid)

—Cacodilic acid
—Picloran (known commercially as 

Tordon)

The Portuguese colonialists have fol­
lowed the example of trying to hold 
back the advance of our guerrillas 
through starvation and poisoning.

But in Angola as in Viet Nam, the 
escalation only reinforces the resistance 
of the people and their determination 
in the struggle against the oppressor. 
Nevertheless, future relations between 
our martyred people and the Portu­
guese people are what is being com­
promised by the barbarous brutality of
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genocide carried out against the An­
golan people.

We uraently appeal to all peace- 
and freedom-loving men and forces 
throughout the world, including Por­
tugal, to undertake a campaign de­
nouncing this crime and to condemn 
on a worldwide scale, the genocide 
being committed by the Portuguese 
colonialists against our people.

We also call on all men and organi­
zations and friendly countries to un­
dertake a massive and immediate act 
of solidarity with the urgent shipment 
of food, medicine and means of trans­
portation to aid the population of the

liberated zones of Angola.

Without urgent aid, thousands of 
human beings — men, women and 
children — will remain in a tremen­
dously damaging situation which the 
colonialists increase with their contin­
uous bombings.

Corn or wheat, flour, rice, powdered 
or condensed milk, preserves, table 
oil, sugar and salt and other kinds of 
foodstuffs sent quickly and in massive 
quantities will alleviate the sufferings 
that our people of the liberated zones 
are presently undergoing.

Leadership Committee of MPLA
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