
suffering w i l l be lessened and, at the same time, the frozen r e l a 
tions between north and south w i l l be thawed and mutua l 
understanding deepened. 

I t i s a matter of v i t a l importance for the peaceful reunification 
of the country as w e l l as for peace i n A s i a and the rest of the 
w o r l d to remove tension i n our country. 

I n order to remove tension i n Korea , it is necessary, f irst of 
a l l , to i-eplace the K o r e a n Armis t i c e Agreement w i t h a peace 
agreement between the north and south. We hold that a peace 
agreement should be concluded between the north and south and 
the armed forces of north and south K o r e a be cut drast ical ly 
under the condition that the U S imperial ist aggressor troops are 
w i t h d r a w n from south Korea . 

We have made i t clear more than once that we have no inten
t ion of " invading the south." I f the south Korean ru lers have no 
intention of "march ing north for reunif ication," there w i l l be 
no reason for them to refuse to conclude a peace agreement 
between the north and south. I f the, t r u l y want peace in our 
country and peaceful reunif ication, th^y should agree to conclude 
a peace agreement between the north and south, instead of 
c lamoring about the fictitious " threat of southward aggresion." 

We ca l l for north-south political negotiation to strengthen con
tacts and ties between the north and south and solve the ques
tion of national reunification. 

Many problems arise in putting a n end to the tragedy of the 
national split and reuni fy ing the country peacefully. A l l these 
problems can be satisfactorily solved only through polit ical 
negotiation between the north and south. 

We are ready to have negotiations w i t h a l l the political parties 
of south K o r e a including the Democratic-Republican P a r t y , the 
N e w Democratic P a r t y and the Nationalist P a r t y , at any time 
and at any place agreed upon. Now the south Korean authorities 
are ta lk ing this or that without having a meeting. I t does not 
help solve the question of reunif ication peacefully to reject 
negotiations, ta lk ing about "peaceful reunif ication" only i n words. 
I n order to solve the question of the reunification of the country 
peacefully, various political parties of north and south K o r e a 
must hold intensive bi lateral or mult i la tera l negotiations to ex 
change pol i t ical v iews on national reunification and to f ind a 
reasonable w a y to peaceful reunification. 

We a lways keep our door open to anyone for negotiations and 
contacts between the north and the south. I f anyone, though he 
committed crimes against the country and the people, sincerely 
repents of his past doings and takes a road of patriotism for the 
peaceful reunif ication of the country, we w i l l not ask about his 
crimes but gladly negotiate w i t h h i m the question of the country's 
reunif ication. 

When a l l the Koreans unite and fight along the road for the 
reunif ication of the country, we w i l l surely be able to drive out 
the U S and Japanese aggressors, tide over the crisis of national 
r u i n created in south K o r e a and achieve the peaceful reuni f i ca 
tion of the country without fa i l . We are sure that though the 
question c f K o r e a n reunification is s t i l l complicated, there is a 
prospect of peacefully solving i t sooner or later in accordance 
w i t h the w i l l of our people and on the principle of national self -
determination. 

BKpeneiiceB 
ond F a c t B 

The White Plague 
E d o u a r d B a i l b y 

On the African subcontinent a complex economic-social system that seeks to convert 
the Union of South Africa into a white Imperial power is bemg constructed. 

It its expansionist policy, subimperialism in South Africa projects the control of the 
greatest possible number of countries south of the Sahara, and especially Malawi. 
Rhodesia, Zambia, Botswana, Lesotho, Swaziland, Angola, Mozambique and the bantustans 

'^A^^r 'while South African tentacles try to seize neighboring territories, independent 
or not, internally the racist regime of Pretoria imposes apartheid in an attempt to 
maintain the status quo. . t 3 „ i u „ 41 ,= 

We reprint the testimony collected by the French journalist Edouard Bailby on the 
application of the theory of separate development of the races, and its consequences 
- w i t h o u t digging into the real reasons of economic cxploitatiori - in sex, education 
housing, work and sports, that is, in the daily life of the black, colored and Indian 
inhabitants of the extreme south of the African continent. 

o 





T H E F I R S T colonizers •who landed i n 
South A f r i c a more than three cen
turies ago were the Dutch. T h e y 
settled in Cape province in the e x 
treme south. I n the 19th century 
they were joined by the B r i t i s h 
who tried to impose domination 
over the original colonizers but the 
latter refused, to submit to the 
crown and left by the thousands for 
the unknown interior of the coun
t r y . Th i s exodus — the Great 
T r e k — lasted some ten years, dur
ing which time the Dutch fought 
many fierce battles against the 
blacks whom they encountered 
along their march. 

The Union of South A f r i c a became 
a part of the B r i t i s h Commonwealth 
long before it obtained its indepen
dence in 1961. A t present it is gov
erned by descendentes of the 
Dutch colonizers, the Afr ikanders , 
whose language, A f r i k a a n s , is very 
s imi lar to Dutch and who are Me
thodists. 

The Afr ikanders control the pr in
cipal governmental and adminis
trat ive posts through the Nation
alist P a r t y ; the demands of apar
theid forced their coexistence w i t h 
the English-speaking descendents of 
the B r i t i s h colonizers, who repre
sent less than 40% of the total of 
4 000 000 whites l i v ing in the Union 
of South A f r i c a , including also some 
300 OOO descendents of F r e n c h H u 
guenots and certain other European 
groups, compared to 14 000 000 
blacks, 2 000 000 mestizos of various 
races and 650 0DO Indians. These 
groups l ive in an area twice the 
size of France . 

Of f ic ia l ly apartheid is a system 
designed to stimulate the separate 
development of the four ethnic com
munities or, i n other words, to pre-
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serve the traditions, language and 
interests of each of them. I t is based 
on one fundamental principle: a 
nonwhite must never control a 
white. " W e wish to preserve our 
western and European w a y of l i fe , " 
the whites say, "and since we are 
in a minority, we are forced to pro
tect ourselves so the majority 
doesn't swal low us." As se l f - just i f i 
cation, they point to the fact that 
the Union of South A f r i c a is an 
industrialized country today w i t h 
an extensive network of u l t r a 
modern highways, skyscrapers, fac
tories, and an exceptional rate of 
growth in the western wor ld and 
unique on the A f r i can 'continent. 
" A s a counterpart of the progress 
we achieve by means of hard work 
and discipline," they add, " w e give 
the blacks and other ethnic groups 
the opportunity to develop w i t h i n 
the f ramework of their own tradi 
tions." T h i s is what P r i m e Minister 
Vorster says in a very simple for
m u l a : South A f r i c a is a mult inat ion
al state and w i l l never be a m u l t i 
rac ia l state. 

I saw for myself what this meant. 
Land ing at Johannesburg airport 

in the midst of gold mines whose 
fine dust is piled in parallelepipeds, 
and hundreds of v i l las w i t h private 
swimming pools. I saw i n the w a i t 
ing room the f irst warn ing : E u r o 
peans only. The others — blacks, 
colored or Indians — have to go 
through another door into a sepa
rate room. T h i s was m y f irst en
counter w i t h apartheid. I was faced 
w i t h it throughout my stay in the 
Union of South A f r i ca , and even 
when I would have l iked to forget 
it , events recalled its existence in 
the most unusual places. Whites , 
B lankes , Europeans, these three 
words mean the same thing. Whi te : 
I saw, I saw again: I read, I read 

i and listened again, 
t n e d a d o o r to get 

' )arrassing, i r r i tat ing , 
. i . i l iating, l ike wounds 

I scape. A t times this ex -
<•! apartheid reaches gro-

'•xtremes. For instance, in 
rt , on the Mozambique 
; e are s i x different toilet 

• i tuc i : one for white men, 
•hrr for white women; one for 

men, another for black 
one for Indian men, another 
.m women; but they 've left 
colored. On the Cape penin-
'iich extends some 40 miles 

Indian and At lant i c oceans, 
rist bus crosses an animal 
in which some paths are 

. . il for whites and others for 
notiwhites. 

The entire Union of South A f r i c a 
lives under the apartheid slogan. I n 
Johannesburg, as in the rest of the 
coimtry, there are two types of 
hiisos: red for the Europeans and 
urrcn for the non-Europeans. I n the 
parks, on the avenues, at the bus 
•tops, nonwhites cannot sit on the 
•Ame benches as whites. The same 
•cf(regation applies to taxis . Post 
offices and liquor stores have sepa
rate doors, one for whites and the 
other for nonwhites. Movie houses, 
theaters, restaurants, bars and night 
clubs are almost a l l reserved for 
whites. B lacks can't use the same 
' vator as whites ; in sports cen-
ii 1 . ; , the blacks are shunted into a 
corner, and in Johannesburg station 
I saw entire corridors for whites 
o n l y . I n Durban , South Afr ica ' s 
Miami in the Indian Ocean, there 
are four beaches: one for whites, 
one for blacks, one for Indians and 
the other for colored. Nonwhites are 
absolutely prohibited from enter
ing or staying in a hotel for whites. 
Apartheid is l a x only when it would 
be too costly to enforce i t , as for 
example in airplanes, where rac ia l 
s-egregation is not applied. B u t once 
on the ground, the nonwhites take 

one road and the whites another. 
These are some of the visible 

signs of apartheid immediately e v i 
dent to the tourist or traveler . E v e n 
foreign sailors stopping over i n 
South A f r i c a n ports are subjected 
to these regulations. T h e only pub
lic places where rac ia l mix ing is 
permitted are in the churches at 
Sunday mass, where men and 
women of a l l colors p ray together. 
T h a t is, w i t h the exception of the 
Dutch Reformed C h u r c h , w h i c h is 
precisely the church that most 
Afr ikanders belong to and which 
does practice apartheid. E x c e p t on 
this unique occasion, nonwhites can 
only appear in the same public 
places w i t h whites i f they are w o r k 
ing there. T h a t is , r a c i a l segregation 
is such that it i s v i r t u a l l y impos
sible for whites to have contact 
w i t h nonwhites outside of work 
hours unless they invi te each other 
to their homes. F o r example, it i s 
forbidden for a white and a non-
white to have a dr ink together i n 
a public place. I n South A f r i c a , peo
ple of different colors can't even 
w a l k together on the street, because 
there's no place they can meet. 

Numbers 

" W e aren't citizens, we ' re s imply 
numbers. S l a v e r y w a s supposed to 
have been abolished in the 19th 
century but here w e continue to l ive 
l ike s laves . " The author of these 
words is James Mafuna, a black of 
30 and some years. F o r 18 months, 
he has been work ing as a j ourna l 
ist for the R a n d D a i l y iMail, one of 
the most important E n g l i s h - l a n 
guage newspapers i n the Republic of 
South A f r i c a and one of the few 
that has taken a l i be ra l stand. L i k e 
a l l blacks, Mafuna is classified 
administrat ive ly in a category, a 
specific section, and his identity has 
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been reduced to a computer card . 
E v e r y o n e who has w o r k e d for ten 
consecutive years i n Johannesburg , 
and for the same boss, belongs to 
section 10-1-A. I f you w o r k for 15 
years i n the same c i ty w i t h d i f 
ferent bosses, you are i n section 
10-1-B, and so it goes. A n y breech, 
even after 20 or 30 years of w o r k , 
can put you into an infer ior cate
gory wh i ch means a n interminable 
series of miserable administrat ive 
obstacles and job, housing, and t r a 
v e l problems. M a f u n a , one of the 
eight b lack journal i s ts who w o r k s 
on the R a n d D a i l y M a i l , receives a 
re lat ive ly "except iona l " salary be
cause they pay h i m almost as much 
as his wh i te colleagues for doing 
the same work . However , as a black, 
he does not have the r ight to l i ve 
where he w a n t s nor to move around 
freely . "Because I a m black," he 
told me, " I can't even l i v e w i t h m y 
w i f e . " I t is a fact that , according to 
the law, a black c i t i zen born and 
l i v i n g in a c i ty or distr ict w h i c h is 
part of the wh i te a r e a — w h i c h i n 
cludes more than 8 5 % of the Union 
of South A f r i c a — cannot change his 
place of residence wi thout specific 
authorization. Since h i s w i f e l ives 
on one street and he on another, 
they have to meet i n the home of 
their in - laws . " W h e n m y wi f e w a s 
pregnant, w e ta lked for a long t ime 
about where the c h i l d should be 
born. I t w a s a steri le discussion: we 
quick ly reached the conclusion that, 
no matter w h a t w e did, our ch i ld 
would he subjected to the same 
restrictions and humil iat ions as we 
are . " Mafuna is a m a n whose d ig 
n i t y has been trampled on and who 
cannot hide h is rebeUion against 
such injust ice . H i s manner of speak
ing reflects the emotion of a tor
mented and mora l ly wounded man. 
B u t he s t i l l has courage. " I refuse 
to be reduced to the level of a 

vegetable," he said. " I won't let them 
destroy me." H e studies F r e n c h at 
night " i n order to be able to read 
the French-speaking A f r i c a n w r i t 
e r s " ; he studies and submerges h i m 
sel f m reading. When I a s k e d ' h i m 
i f I could publish his name, he 
answered : " F o r us, blacks, our en
t i r e existence is a permanent pro
b lem; i f I have a few more d i f f i cu l 
ties, i t doesn't m a t t e r . . . . " 

Imp lacab le L a w s 

Aparthe id crystal l ized as a doc
tr ine i n 1948, but i n practice it w a s 
s i m p l y the culminat ion of three 
centuries of rac ism. E a c h l a w ap
proved reflects the systematic i n 
tention of the white minor i ty to 
mainta in economic and pol it ical 
supremacy over the rest of the pop
ulation. C e r t a i n examples w i l l serve 
to demonstrate this fact. A black 
cannot remain w i t h i n the c i ty for 
more than 72 hours without special 
authorization, w h i c h can be w i t h 
d r a w n at any moment and on any 
pretext . Neither are you permitted 
to have under your roof for more 
than 72 hours, a marr i ed daughter, 
a son more than 18 years old or any 
other re lat ive . I f declared " s u r 
p l u s " at any moment, he can be 
forced to leave his house and l i ve 
some place designated by the gov
ernment. 

Wi thout j u d i c i a l mandate and at 
" w h a t e v e r reasonable hour of the 
day or night," the police have the 
r ight to enter and register any spot 
i n w h i c h there is reason to believe 
that a black m a n of more than 18 
years of age is committing the sin of 
l i v i n g w i t h h is father wi thout pr ior 
authorization. Moreover, a police
m a n has the r i^ht to register every 
servant 's room occupied by a b lack 
i n a whi te household. 

A t any moment i t can be a cr ime 
for an A f r i c a n to be i n the c i ty at 
night without a w r i t t e n authoriza
tion. E v e r y black more than 16 years 

r y a reference book, 
r a r d is somewhere 
P'>rt and a police r e -

' complete biogra-
I I t gives h i m the 

w i t h i n a c l ear ly de-
. .1 no other. I f he should 

f away from w o r k more 
. • ^ . a r or gets s ick and has to 

ihc area specified for more 
a l l months, his permission 

- • • • • I ba w i t h d r a w n and he would 
i( back to the r u r a l zones. 

< the bad luck of losing h is 
i r d he must go f r o m city 
search of an ident i ty , 
of a job reservation l a w , 

innot hold posts reserved 
s nor receive the same 

for equal work . Employers 
(> prohibited from replacing 
workers w i t h black workers . 
:h these drastic l aws , whites 

>\n the best jobs and highest 
i. According to avai lable sta-
only 2% of them l i v e below 

. ol of subsistence. A s a result 
111.- privileges that apartheid con-

' • i s on them, whites i n the low-
riomic categories have a class 

which is not social but rac ia l . 
;ation i n the Union of South 

. S ! i :i a has reached such proportions 
ttmt restaurants and cafeterias pre -
f'-r to h ire European tourists as 
1. tnporary employees before engag-

black employees, and don't hes-
' . i t e to say so i n the press. 

No school for b lack chi ldren can 
function without government a u 
thorization; this authorization can 
be denied i f the government con-
alders that the school is of l i t t le i n 
terest to blacks. Worse s t i l l , i t i s 
an offense for a black resident i n 
the c i ty to teach any of h is black 
friends to read and w r i t e ; i t is also 
an offense for a whi te to teach his 
servants to read. 

E v e r since 1927, sexua l relations 
between persons of di f ferent " races " 
have been s t r i c t l y prohibited by 
law and the infractions are pun ish 

able w i t h a j a i l sentence. I t must be 
pointed out, inc idental ly , that a 
growing number of whi te South 
A f r i c a n s take weekend excursions 
to the S w a z i l a n d and Mozambique 
brothels to enjoy the pleasures for
bidden i n their o w n country. I n 
terrac ia l marr iages have also been 
prohibited since 1949 although it 
should be noted that they have not 
been exac t ly st imulated by three 
centuries of ra c i sm. 

A black teacher cannot give lec 
tures i n a whi te c lub and a black 
cannot attend any type of meeting 
organized by whites . No black can 
buy land i n the Union of South 
A f r i c a ; i n certain cases they are 
permitted at most to be proprietors 
of sma l l shops. B l a c k s cannot par
ticipate i n s t r ikes , organize trade 
unions or polit ical part ies i n the 
whi te zone, etc. 

T h e same l a w s , w i t h f e w dif
ferences i n detai l , are applicable to 
colored and Ind ians . 

A b s e n c e of Con f l i c t 

" B u t how can y o u expect that, 
w i t h one w a v e of a magic w a n d , w e 
could overcome the na tura l antag
onisms among people of dif ferent 
races? " P i e t N e l , top off icial i n the 
M i n i s t r y of In format ion and de
scendant of F r e n c h Huguenots, said : 

Look just at w h a t is happening 
i n the rest of A f r i c a , where 
blacks k i l l each other over t r i b a l 
questions and coups d'etat occur 
one after another. W i t h our pol
i cy of separate development, the 
Union of South A f r i c a is polit
i ca l l y one of the most stable 
countries i n the wor ld . Economic 
progress goes ahead without any 
problem and one pract i ca l ly nev
er hears of rac ia l incidents. I t 
is precisely to avoid them that 
we mainta in the special green 



buses for blacks and separate 
lines at the voting booths. 
T h e same attitude was expressed 

by the Minister of Sports, F r a n k 
War ing , w h e n last September 12 he 
declared that m u l t i r a c i a l sports 
were unacceptable because they led 
to "considerable rac ia l conflict." 

T h e strongest argument the 
whites use on every occasion is that 
based on economic progress. 

I n the Union of South A f r i c a , they 
point out blacks e a r n tr iple w h a t 
they can earn any place else i n 
A f r i c a ; they have their own 
schools, three univers i t ies , their 
own reservations and some day 
they w i l l even have their o w n 
states w i t h i n the Union of South 
A f r i c a . So w h y do the people of 
Europe hate us so consistently? 
W e aren't c r iminals . 
A horr i fy ing rat ional izat ion! T h e 
whites are dishonest in their r a 
cism. 

W h e n I told a young whi te woman 
what I thought about a l l this she 
commented: "Separate buses and 
benches are not important, the 
blacks don't even notice them. What 
rea l ly counts are the schools, hos
pitals and housing w e construct for 
them." 
Exp lo i ta t ion 

Aparthe id or separate develop
ment is conceived so that i t extracts 
the m a x i m u m profit from the sys 
tematic exploitation of the tremen
dous w o r k force supplied by non-
whites and no amount of housing, 
schools and hospitals constructed 
for blacks can alter this fact. T h e 
laws are c lear : under no c i rcumstan
ces can a black be superior to a 
whi te , except i n the territories 
specif ically reserved for blacks, 
however intel l igent, industrious and 
efficient he may be. I n the restau
rants , the head w a i t e r is i n v a r i a b l y 

w h i t e ; i n the factories a l l the e n 
gineers and technicians are whi te 
and i n the hospitals, a l l surgical 
operations are performed by whi te 
personnel. Nevertheless, according 
to a study published recently in the 
South A f r i c a n press, out of a total 
of 525 wh i te bus dr ivers on "whi tes 
on ly " buses i n Johannesburgh, 78% 
were prepared to accept black d r i v 
ers "provided they could do the 
w o r k . " T h i s reaction is t r u l y notable 
i n the Union of South A f r i c a and 
is discussed i n the E n g l i s h l a n 
guage press, w h i c h is more open to 
dialogue than the rest. 

I n the suburbs of Johannesburg, 
a modern c i ty w i t h 1300 000 i n 
habitants, where boredom reigns 
as soon as night fa l l s , I knew the 
director — a black m a n — of a sec
ondary school for black chi ldren 
attended by 500 students. T h i s man , 
49 years old, has a un ivers i ty de
gree and a teaching experience of 
•26 years ; he earns 270 rands a month 
or approximately $130. T h e begin
n ing sa lary for a wh i te teacher is 
295 rands. W h y this discr imination? 
W h y is there a scale of values based 
completely on rac ia l c r i ter ia? A c 
cording to 1967 official statistics, the 
average monthly sa lary of a wh i te 
m a n i n manufactur ing w a s 232 rands 
compared to 64 for a n Ind ian , 59 
for a colored and 43 for. a black. 
I n construction, the wh i te earns an 
average of 237 rands w h i l e the black 
receives scarcely 41 rands. These 
proportions have not changed s ig 
n i f i cant ly i n recent years because 
they are governed by v e r y precise 
l aws . I t is also interesting to observe 
that the govennment invests 19 rands 
a year i n the education of a b lack 
ch i ld and 270 rands i n that of a 
w h i t e chi ld . 

M u r i e l H o r r e l l has w r i t e n about 
this i n an ex t raord inar i ly use fu l 
book: Introduction to South A f r i c a , 
published i n Johannesburg by the 
South A f r i c a n Inst i tute of Race R e 
lations. T h e difference i n income 

between whites and nonwhites w a s 
.mdalous that last September 
i r ry Oppenheimer, magnate of 

ituulh A f n c a n industry and P r e s -
Idtnt of the Ang lo -Amer i can Cor 
poration, demanded equal sa lary for 
•qual work for a l l workers , inde
pendently of their " races . " T h e 

' • country shook w i t h indigna-
the F i n a n c i a l T i m e s of J o h a n -

O M b u r g immediately published an 
•dltorial stressing that the idea was 
very generous but that the whites 
would inevitably feel obliged to 
reduce their own salaries i f i t was 
accepted that those of nonwhites 
•hould be raised. I n other words, 
Oppenheimer's idea would be e x -
• rcmely costly to put into practice. 

Therefore i t seems that, unfor tun
a t e l y , only a f ew enterprises w i l l 
continue — i l legal ly — pay ing equal 
•alaries to whites and nonwhites for 
the same work . 

White Opposit ion 

I t is Vorster 's National ist P a r t y 
government that w i l l r e m a i n i n 
powen i n the Union of South A f r i c a 
up unt i l the nex t elections w i t h i n 
five years. W i t h 127 seats i n the P a r 
liament out of a total of 174, this 
party holds an absolute major i ty . 
The interests of the A f r i k a n d e r s are 
very solidly protected. 

I n his Capetown office, furnished 
wi th books and newspapers, de V i l -
liers Gra f , — leader of the Uni ted 
P a r t y , the pr inc ipa l opposition 
f roup made up chief ly of wh i te 
i^iiglish-speaking South Afrdcans — 

V plained his policy i n detai l . H e 
beheves that b lacks must h a v e par 
l iamentarian representation, w h i c h 

icy don't now have, and that they 
must be al lowed to elect eight 
white members to P a r l i a m e n t to 
represent their interests. W h e n I 
•alced h im i f he opposed apartheid he 
answered me v e r y gravely , p lay ing 
w i t h his eyeglasses i n h is r ight 
bond: " T h i s depends on w h a t you 

mean by apartheid. L e t ' s say I am 
against the policy of the present 
government." T h e only deputy of 
the Progressive P a r t y , w h i c h op
posed apartheid, He len Suzman, put 
i t this w a y : " T h e r e are only h a w k s 
and super -hawks i n the vanguards 
of the government party and its 
legal opposition." 

A glance at the da i ly press con
f i r m s this . Chipo K a c h i n g w e , 
daughter of the Ambassador of 
M a l a w i and black, of course, i s i n 
a Cathol ic college for white gir ls . 
T h e question w a s raised i n a m i n 
is ter ia l meeting i n September w h e n 
i t w a s asked: " I s n ' t this an in f rac 
tion of apartheid?" "Abso lute ly not," 
the Minis ter i n charge repl ied, 
"because Miss K a c h i n g w e is the 
daughter, of a foreign diplomat." 
I t also created a scandal in the 
Union of South A f r i c a w h e n P r i m e 
Minister Vorster permitted himself 
to be photographed seated between 
two blacks at a banquet held dur ing 
the recent v i s i t of Hastings Banda , 
President of M a l a w i . Other scandals 
w e r e caused by the fact that the 
government authorized an A f r i c a n 
diplomat to l ive i n a white section 
of the Cape; because Pr ince P i n d a 
D h a l a m i n i , son of the K i n g of 
S w a z i l a n d , w a s operated on i n a 
hospital for whites i n Johannesbung; 
and because last September 11, for 
the f i rst t ime, colored were a l lowed 
i n the Bloemfontein hippodrome. 
T h e slightest exception to the ab
solute taboos of apartheid, almost 
i n v a r i a b l y causes a wave of pro
tests. I f the government pract ica l ly 
ignores this , i t is s imply due to 
the need for labor or because it 
has to make a distinction between 
foreign blacks w i t h diplomatic 
status and the blacks of South 
A f r i c a . 

There has been tnemendous d is 
cussion around the question of m u l -



t i rac ia l teams. T h e whites are d is 
gusted by the foreign boycott of 
their teams and increasingly inter 
ested i n restr ict ing the application 
of apartheid i n sports. TTiere is a 
suggestion i n the a i r for authorizing 
nonwhites to participate on whi te 
teams at international meetings 
held i n South A f r i c a ; and that an 
"inter.national" stadium could be 

. constructed for use by a l l " races . " 
Perhaps nonwhites could be inc lud 
ed on teams that compete abroad. 
These are ideas suggested in the 

f>ress and over radio. " I t i s absolute-
y grotesque," a b lack m a n said 

to me indignantly . " T h e y scorn us, 
they humil iate us, they keep us out 
of public l i fe , and w h e n there 
are international competitions they 

•'want to take a f e w good black ath 
letes to exhibi t them among the, 
whites. I decline." 

F u r i o u s because the wh i te cr icket 
team w a s recently unable to play i n 
A u s t r a l i a , Vorster gave a hot speech 
accusing an A u s t r a l i a n " m i n o r i t y " 
of hav ing sabotaged the tr ip . " T h a t ' s 
the joke of the year , " a black in 
Johannesburg told me. " F o r 300 
years a minor i ty has been imposing 
its l a w s here . " 

T h e H o m e l a n d s 

F o r purposes of "separate develop
ment" the whi tes have divided 
South A f r i c a into zones and reser 
vations. More than 8 5 % of the terv-
r i t o r y is the whi te zone where only 
whites can be proprietors. W i t h i n 
this zone, there are w e l l defined 
"b lack spot" sectors, cities or dis
tr i c ts for nonwhites . "The inhabitants 
of these areas m a k e up the w o r k 
force of the w h i t e zone and are 
therefore authorized to enter the 
white sector da i ly to w o r k there. 
Under apartheid, the colored are 
grouped together m a i n l y i n Cape 

* province and the Ind ians i n the Dur -^ 
. b a n area, w h i l e the blacks r e m a i n ' 

concentrated around the big indus - ' 
t r i a l cities. 

I n addition to the "b lack spots" 
i n the wh i te zones, eight B a n t u or 
nat ive land aneas have been created 
i n var ious regions of the Union of 
South A f r i c a outside Cape province 
for the purpose of regrouping b lacks 
of different ethnic origin and thus, 
favor ing their separate develop
ment. These territories are v e r y 
anbitrar i ly defined and are fre - i 
quent ly made up of innumerable' , 
s m a l l properties because they w e r e , l 
extended l i t t le by l i t t le by state 
purchases of lands owned by whi tes ' 
w h i c h were then handed over to 
blacks. T h e y are now semi-autono-i 
mous areas that cover an approx i -

, mate 13% of the U n i o n of South 
A f r i c a . "The major i ty were created 
out of nothing on extremely poor 
land . I n theory, the blacks of the 
nat ive lands are owners of t h e i r 
i n d i v i d u a l ground and have the i r 
o w n schools, hospitals and stores; 
they enjoy a certain grade of auton
omy i n the management of the ir 
own af fa irs under the v ig i lant eyes 
of wh i te "ass istants" placed there 
by Pretor ia , of course. B l a c k s i n 
these areas can only enter the w h i t e 
zone w i t h special authorization; i n 
a n y case the great ma jor i ty of them 
do so only in onder to go to w o r k 
i n a c i ty or a specific factory w h e r e 
they are employed under a contract 
that obliges them to r e t u r n to the ir 
nat ive l a n d after a year . I n o t h e r l 
words , the whites have created a 
labor reserve on w h i c h they can 
d r a w any t ime they consider i t n e c - 1 
essary. According to official s t a t e - l 
ments , " w h e n these nat ive l a n d s ! 
have stable institutions and a v iable 
economy, they w i l l be able to ob
ta in their independence and become 
a part of a South A f r i c a n U n i o n 
w i t h a pol it ical and economic com-^ 
mon market . " I n reply to a j o u r n a l - I 
ist w h o asked whether the g o v e r n - ! 

f Pretor ia would permit these 
itates to be total ly indepen-

it)d possibly to have relations 
Soviet Union and the Peo-

l)lic of Ch ina , P r i m e M i n 
e r made a marvelous r e -

.. r w i l l p lay f a i r , but of 
we w i l l advise them against 

It is not by chance that the 
of South A f r i c a buys arms 

I"ranee and Great B r i t a i n . 

• Transkei 

The T r a n s k e i is the most advanced 
• f ih i ' native lands. I took a for ty -

i i m t e flight in a P iper Comanche 
•m the port of Eas t London to 

^ mtata, capital Of T r a n s k e i , 140 
milea away, preferr ing this to the 

' crnat ive of a 17-hour t r a i n t r ip , 
r i c s are extremely scarce and 

I here is no regular a i r l ine . I n U m -
• tta I saw H a n s A b r a h a m , G e n e r a l 

inmissioner of the w h i t e South 
-Vfrican government who has there
fore been supervis ing the develop-

•nt of pol it ical structures in the 
I r i tory as w e l l as its economic 

progress over the past 11 years . W i t h 
a population of 2 000 000, the T r a n s 
kei covers approximately an area 
the size of D e n m a r k ; legislative 
power is in the hands of an assem
bly of 109 blacks of whom less than 
half wer.e elected by u n i v e r s a l suf 
frage. The Cabinet selects this as 
sembly by secret ballot and i t con
sists of a P r i m e Minister (the pre
sent P r i m e r Minister is the black 
conservative leader K a i s e r Matan -

i i a ) and s i x ministers , supported 
a white Secretary of State . A l -

>ugh T r a n s k e i has i ts own flag, 
own national h y m n and its own 

izenship, its autonomy is never -
less somewhat l imited by the 
I that it cannot revise the Cons-

ution given it by the a l l -whi te 
. .uth A f r i c a n Pardiament i n M a y 

1063. 
Abraham is a robust m a n w i t h 

ears almost doubled over and a 

nose on w h i c h are mounted a pa i r 
of dark glasses. H e is over concerned 
w i t h h is measured words. H e speaks 
f r a n k l y : 

I f we , the whi tes , weren ' t there 
to help the b lacks of T r a n s k e i 
— the Xhosas — they wou ld be 
dying of hunger. T h e y are good 
people, v e r y peaceful, but lazy 
and careless w i thout any sense 
of discipline and organization., 
T h e same thing happens w i t h a l l 
the blacks. T h e women w o r k i n 
the f ie ld w h i l e the men l i v e as 
beggars. Do you k n o w of any 
other country w h e r e you can rest 
for four or f ive years? T h a t ' s 
w h a t happens i n T r a n s k e i . 
A b r a h a m doesn't hate blacks but 

he considers them a permanent loss; 
nevertheless, l i k e a good whi te , ac
cording to his words , he k i l l s h i m 
self w o r k i n g to put them on the 
lught road. 

A wh i te government off icial told 
,;me: " O h , Mr . B a i l b y , the blacks 
l i k e M r . A b r a h a m a lot. He 's v e r y 
good to them, you know, v e r y ded
icated . . . " 

U m t a t a is a c i ty w i t h a p r o v i n 
c ia l a i r in w h i c h the women c a r r y 
their ch i ldren around the wa i s t i n 
multicolored blankets. T h e r e is v e r y 
l i t t le to indicate that T r a n s k e i is the 
key to "one of the most dynamic 
pol i t ical experiments of a l l t imes." 
T h e gap between employment and 
population rate increases every year . 
S u c h is the present situation that 
some 300 000 inhabitants of T r a n s k e i 
have to w o r k elsewhere. T h e aver 
age earnings for a b lack teacher 
are about lOO rands a month; less 
than 4V/c of the ch i ldren of T r a n s 
k e i ' a t t e n d school and out of every 
hundred that receive p r i m a r y edu
cation, not more than 30 f in i sh their 
studies. V a n Z y l , an impontant whi te 
off ic ial in U m t a t a , gave me the 
answer : " A l l this takes time, as you 



know. Maybe there w i l l be w o r k for 
everyone i n the w o r l d w i t h i n 50 
y e a r s . " W i t h an annua l budget of 
32 COO 000 rands , 12 000 000 collected 
f rom local taxes and contributions, 
T r a n s k e i l ives poorly. L a s t year 
180 000 Xhosas received permission 
to work for a year i n the wh i te zone. 
" I n the Republ ic , " as the whi tes 
say. 

T h e Z u l u s 

North of D u r b a n w i t h its 690 000 
inhabitants of whom 270 000 are I n 
dians, i s Z u l u l a n d , a terr i tory of 
undulat ing h i l l s and va l l eys , con
ceded to the Z u l u s by the whites . 
T h e r e are a total of 200 parcels i r 
regu lar ly distr ibuted over 22 000 
k m 2 on w h i c h some 2 500 000 Z u l u s 
l ive . T h e government of Pre to r ia 
has constructed a few dirt roads 
w h i c h permit them to move around 
w i t h i n their terr i tory , but the r a i l 
road and asphault roads w i t h good, 
wel l -kept restaurants , follow the 
whi te corridors that s t i l l cross the 
country. 

Some 250 k m northwest of D u r 
ban, i n a s m a l l hamlet f ive k m from 
Mahalbat in i , I met G a t s h a B u t h e l e -
z i , P r i m e Minister of Z u l u l a n d since 
h is election in J u n e 1970. H e has 
his house, his garden f u l l of f lowers 
i n a region where the harvests be
long to the t r iba l community . B u -
thelezi is a black w h o is more and 
more discussed in the Republ ic of 
South A f r i c a . A l though he is of
f i c ia l ly accepted by the whi te a u 
thorities, he sometimes says cer
ta in disagreeable t ruths about 
them. Nevertheless, the Pre tor ia 
government is caught in its own trap 
and finds itself forced to continue 
the game for the moment. 

Buthe lez i was born i n a Swed ish 
hospital i n the U n i o n of South 
A f r i c a ; he is 43 years old and the 

father of seven ch i ldren ; his rel i^ 
gion is Ang l i can . A t f i rs t acquain
tance he seems t imid and w h e n I 
v is i ted h i m we remained standing 
for severa l minutes i n front of his 
leopard-skin covered sofa, simply 
smi l ing . W h e n our two-hour con^ 
versat ion ended, however , we u n 
derstood each other perfectly. B u 
thelezi is a f rank man , w a r m , open 
and subtle i n h is replies. H e closes 
his eyes for a long t ime before 
answering . T h e Z u l u s — and m a n y 
other blacks as w e l l — are ident i 
f ied w i t h h i m ; when he re turned 
from a v i s i t to the Uni ted States 
thousands of blacks t rave led lonj 
distances to welcome h i m enthusias 
t i ca l ly at the D u r b a n airport . 

"Do you believe that the cause 
of the blacks is helped by v is i ts to 
tfie U n i o n of South A f r i c a of heads 
of A f r i c a n states?" I asked h im. 

T h a t doesn't cause any essentia 
change, but w h e n the President o 
M a l a w i was here recently , thou
sands of blacks went to see h i m at 
his hotel. T h e y couldn't believe that 
a b lack l ike themselves could be 
received w i t h the same equal i ty as 
a wh i te . T h e y were deeply moved 
to see that he w a s rea l l y treated 
w i t h respect and dignity. "This stim^ 
ulated them. 

Buthe lez i condemns apartheid, but 
he is a moderate man and was cau 
tious w h e n I asked h i m what he 
thought of the movement " B l a c k is 
beaut i fu l , " w h i c h is gaining strength 
among the South A f r i c a n blacks 
"No , " he said, "the black is also 
beauti ful . I detest rac i sm no matter 
w h e r e i t comes from but the fact is 
that whites create such a situation 
here that b lacks are completely 
hopeless and are creating more anc 
more chi ldren w i t h the idea of tak
ing by force pieces of the bastions 
of the whi te empire." Buthe lez i does 
not t r y to hide the l imitations oi 
h is power or the fact that the major 
part of the best lands belong to 
whi tes , or that apartheid creates a n 

• •HKiMible s i tuat ion . I n s u m , that 
I ' t i A f r i ca is the hottest spot i n 

«!.. , ,r ld after V i e t Nam. 

• e^ reom C i t i es 

Hiithelezi is hostile to the idea 
.irate development o n the 

Is that " cu l ture can't be pre-
. in a j a r . " H i s chief preoc-

.pelion is the future of the town-

. ps. the bedroom cities for blacks 
•(•the big cities l ike J o h a n -

,e people have no execut ive 

(tower; they are completely sub-
ected to the l a w s of apartheid 

and l ive in a horrible state of 
I 'v<^rty. T h e y are exploited to 

m a x i m u m and aren't even 
H^^-n the r ight to r e turn to their 
native land i f they want to. T h e y 
are no longer Z u l u s or Xhosas ; 
Ihey are ex i led workers , d r i v e n 
out of the wh i te zone. I f some
thing isn't done to improve the 
lot of these people, there's going 
to be a revolution in the urban 
areas that w i l l eat u s a l l up. 
W i t h a population of 700 000, 

Soweto, a black c i ty 20 ki lometers 
from Johannesburg, is the t h i r d 
largest c i ty i n the Republ ic of South 
Afr ica . B u t since i t is a black c ity , 
It doesn't appear on any map. "To 
go there, you have to have permis 
sion from the authorities that is 
val id for only a few hours. T h e 
city is constructed on a c i r cu lar p lan 
divided into eight neighborhoods 
In which blacks are distr ibuted ac
cording to their ethnic or igin; it 
consists of rows of smal l houses 
w i t h three rooms, bath and a garden. 
A government of f ic ial showed m e 
the last of the indigent neighbor-

horrible and m-serable, 
ing w i t h chi ldren. " W e have 
•d the indigent neighbor-

u , w i t h these houses," he told 
me. " Y o u can see for yourself that 
we aren't oppressors nor pigs." I t 
I S a fact that in Soweto the author

ities have bu i l t schools, c l inics , 
houses, stores and service stations. 
T h e y have even built an attract ive 
restaurant and a tower from w h i c h 
one can admire the panorama of the 
c ity . F r o m a l l appearances, Soweto 
is a c lean, well -designed w o r k i n g -
class c i ty . 

I went back there later and got 
to know some well -of f blacks w h o 
told me just what he l l it rea l ly was 
to l i v e there. W h e n the black w o r k 
ers r e t u r n to their homes w i t h their 
pay on F r i d a y night, bands of young
sters of undetermined origin, their 
faces covered w i t h bandannas, a t 
tack them w i t h bicycle chains and 
i ron bars. T w e n t y cr.-mes every 
weekend. T h e r e are 20 003 youths i n 
the streets, ha l f of whom stay a l l 
night in the unl ighted streets. More 
than 70% of the inhabitants of the 
c i ty l i ve below subsistence l eve l and 
are forbidden to leave the place to 
t r y CO earn a l i v i n g elsewhere.' T h e 
only acceptable reason for a b lack to 
leave Soweto is to go to w o r k i n the 
wh i te industr ia l zones dur ing the 
day. I n theory the b lack population 
of Soweto and a l l the othen t own
ships elects a munic ipa l council to 
administer its af fairs . B u t blacks 
have no property r ights. Mr . M a -
ponya is the richest businessman i n 
the c i ty and is w e l l k n o w n in J o h a n 
nesburg because he is presented as 
a br i l l i ant example of the benefits 
of apartheid, but he isn 't a l lowed 
to open a supermarket . H e is now 
manager of one or two smal l food 
stores but he is only permitted to 
se l l consumer supplies of s t r i c t ly 
basic dai ly need. No black i n So 
weto is permitted to se l l furn i ture , 
clothing, household goods, gasoline, 
automobiles. T h e sale of these items 
is confined exc lus ive ly to whites , 
w h i c h c lear ly i l lustrates the econ
omic use of apartheid. " T h e y treat 
us as i f we were baboons," a 30-



year-old black told me b i t ter ly w h i l e 
he served me a d r i n k i n a fr iend 's 
house. A t the same time he told 
me that a black can serve alcoholic 
beverages to a wh i te , but a w h i t e 
w h o serves dr inks to a black can 
be f ined for. doing so. "One day 
w h e n I w a s abroad, I had to go to 
the Embassy of the Republ ic of 
South A f r i c a for a document. T h e 
secretary of the E m b a s s y had the 
ef frontery to ask me : ' H o w are 
things at home?' W h a t a fa r ce ! " T h e 
black told me this anecdote to dem
onstrate the hypocrisy of "these, 
people" but he immediately started 
to laugh. Despite apartheid, b lacks 
s t i l l ma inta in their sense of humor . 

The Race of Sirs 

Whites only, Europeans on ly . 
Whites , B l a n k e s , Whites , W h i t e s . . . 
they 've kept a l l the best for t h e m 
selves. I saw them i n Durban , on 
the avenue that runs along the sea, 
bowling on their manicured l awns . 
T h e women w i t h their whi te sk i r t s 
and hats, the men w i t h their short 
wh i te pants and colonial helmets. 
T h e y bend l ight ly , watch ing each 
movement of the game, enigmatic , 
indi f ferent to the exter ior wor ld , 
presumptious, and v e r y satisfied to 
belong to the " w h i t e race , " the race 
of s irs . 

Above a l l , Dunban is a c i ty of 
Ind ians , descendants of s laves 
brought less than a century ago by 
the B r i t i s h to work on the sugar 
plantations. " Y o u should k n o w , " a 
local merchant , whi te of course, told 
me, " that the Indians are not d is 
contented w i t h apartheid. T h e y 
k n o w v e r y w e l l that the blacks 
wou ld maltreat them jus t as they 
are doing i n E a s t A f r i c a , i f we didn't 
protect them." F o r this reason they 
reserve a certain number of jobs 
— the worst paid — and cer ta in 

urban districts for the Indians , so 
they can advance by separate deve l 
opment. Nevertheless, although a u 
tonomous territories for the blacks 
are contemplated, nothing has been 
set aside for the Ind ians and colored. 
T h e solution to this problem is one 
of the foremost questions of the 
Union of South Afr.ica at this mo
ment. Disputes have ar isen w i t h i n 
P r i m e Minister Vorster 's major i ty 
par ty concerning whether nat ive 
land should also be created for the 
colored. Where should they be put? 
Should they be def ini t ive ly ass imi 
lated by the whi te community? I n 
Capetown, the only whi te c ity i n 
the Republ ic of South A f r i c a where 
one can sense a growing feeling of 
l ibera l i sm, I met several people who 
did not reject the idea of including 
Ind ians and coloned w i t h i n the whi te 
community , possibly exc luding 
blacks, but w i t h a l iberal ized form 
of apartheid. 

I n this gigantic, dynamic and 
industr ia l ized country, modern in so 
m a n y respects, where blacks, lions 
and elephants are separated and 
placed on their o w n reservations, 
are there whites who rea l l y and 
s incerely oppose apartheid? There 
are, but only a handful . T h e y admit 
that there aren't more than a few 
thousand. There are others who 
wou ld be prepared to j o in them 
w e r e it not for the question they 
ask themselves: " W h a t can we do? 
W e reject rac ism but we are a l i n 
guistic, tradit ional and cu l tura l m i - ' 
nor i ty ; how can we avoid disap
pear ing in the mass of A f r i c a n s ? " 
Organizations 
Against Apartheid 

I n Johannesburg I met some of 
these va l iant wh i te fighters who feel 
profoundly distressed i n the face of 
such incomprehension and injustice. 
T h e y belong to two organizations: 
the South A f r i c a n Inst i tute of Race 
Relat ions and the C h r i s t i a n I n s t i 
tute of Southern A f r i c a , w h i c h are 

patiently and modestly forging l i n k s 
among the var ious communities. 
T h e y publish some ex t reme ly use 
f u l pamphlets and organize lectures 
and meetings. T h e y have to w a t c h 
their step because of the l a w against 
communism w h i c h imposes severe 
penalties on a l l attempts to intro 
duce social changes. These two p r i 
vate organizations c a r r y out ad
mirable but l imited work . 

Occasionally ind iv idua l actions 
against apartheid take place. I n 
September, a 47-year-old A n g l i c a n 
pastor. Rev . B e r n i e W r a n k m o r e , 
started a 40-day hunger s t r ike on a 
h i l l overlooking Capetown, i n pro
test against r a c i a l segr.3gation and 
torture in the prisons. H e seated 
himsel f under an umbre l la , among 
the trees, and w a s vis i ted by h u n 
dreds of South A f r i cans of a l l colors 
who came to demonstrate the ir sup
port. I myself saw them, seated on 
tree t runks and looking out across 
the sea to the prison on Robben 
I s land where Nelson Mandela , a 
53-year-old black, i s sentenced to 
l i fe imprisonment for hav ing dared 
to demand an end to apartheid. O n 
the fort ieth day of his hunger s tr ike , 
var ious tens of thousands of per
sons — white , b lack and colored — 
gathered on the hi l ls ide to make 
their presence felt i n support of 
R e v . Wrankmore . " E a c h ind iv idua l 
must discover the t r u t h anew for 
himsel f , " he told me, "fon the good 
of a l l the" men and women of this 
country . " 

W i t h his actions. Rev . W r a n k 
more succeeded i n bringing together 
in a public place South A f r i c a n s of 
a l l colors and religions, something 
never before seen i n this country 
where rac ism reaches such extremes 
that, at the farthest point of the 
Cape of Good Hope, w h e r e the 
oceans come together, at the en 
trance of a public lavatory the f i n a l 
announcement on the A f r i c a n con-

.t inent i s : Whi te ladies only. 

The Awaltening 
" W e can hope for nothing- more 

f rom the whi tes and so w e must f a l l 
back on ourselves, w e must open 
our own schools, create our own 
organizations and develop our o w n 
cu l ture and tradit ions. We have to 
convent ourselves into a brave and 
h a r d w o r k i n g people and w e must 
be ready to defend our cause to the 
end . " 

T h e young m a n speaking, l i k e 
m a n y of h is comrades, has become 
a w a r e of w h a t i t is to be black. 

" F o r s6me months," according to 
M . Moerane, editor of a da i ly paper 
almost exc lus ive ly for blacks, w i t h 
the fourth largest c irculat ion i n the 
Union of South A f r i c a , " an i m 
mense movement has been growing, 
among the blacks. " B l a c k is beauti 
f u l , " these are the words that no
body had the couuage to utter i n 
public two or three years ago." 

G r o w i n g numbers of blacks are 
reaching the conclusion that i f 
whites impose separate development 
on them, they should follow that 
l ine to the letter of the l a w : " W e 
w i l l see w h o w i n s t h e n . . . " Var ious 
more or less clandestine move
ments are now tak ing form; Saso, 
w i t h a r a c i a l tendency, has some 
influence among black students. 
T h i s group's act iv i t ies must be a d 
ded to those of the A f r i c a n Nation
a l Congress ( A N C ) , w h i c h was 
banned inmediately after the 
Sharpev i l l e massacre in M a r c h of 
1930 (69 blacks dead and 178 wound
ed) and w h i c h continues to be the 
major clandestine movement i n 
South A f r i c a . I f the white South 
A f r i c a n community persists i n its 
racist posture, it is v e r y possible 
that it is preparing the road to 
future bloodshed and the dis integra
tion of its empire. One's own c u l 
ture can't be saved by destroying 
others'. 




