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The Founding of FRELIMO

T h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o Í  F R E L I M o  ( t h e
Mozambique L ibera t ion  Movement )  on
June 25 ,  1962,  rnarked the  beg inn ing  o Í
a  new phase in  the  s t rugg le  aga ins t
Por tuguese co lon ia l  ru le .  As  ear ly  as
1960 the  na t iona l i s t  Íe rvor  sweep ing
t h r o u g h  A f  r i c a  h a d  c a p t u r e d  t h e
imag ina t ion  o f  a  smal l ,  bu t  g rowing
n u m b e r  o Í  M o z a m b i c a n s  i n  e x i l e  w h o
organ ized UDENAMO ( the  Mozambique
Nat iona l  Democra t ic  Fron t ) ,  MANU ( the
Mozambique AÍ r i can  Nat iona l  Un ion) ,
a n d  U N A M I  ( t h e  N a t i o n a l  U n i o n  o f
lndependent  Mozambique) .  F rom the
outset,  however,  each had a relat ively
nar row reg iona l  and e thn ic  charac ter .  In
a  count ry  w i th  a  mul t i tude  o f  e thn ic  anc j
language groups  paroch ia lness  posed
obv ious  organ iz ing  prob lems.

The one ef íor t  of  any of  these
organ iza t ions  a t  po l i t i ca l  mob i l i za t ion ,
the  peaceÍu l  demonst ra t ion  fn  1960 a t
Mueda,  Cabo De lgado to  demand
independence resu l ted  in  the  shoot ing
down o Í  600 unarmed men,  women and
ch i ld ren .  What  was revea led  was lhe
lack  _o f  a  coherent  s t ra tegy  fo r  ga in ing

independence,  a  p rob lem shared by  a l l
the  ex i le  o rgan iza t ions .  In f luenced by
nat iona l i s t  ga ins  in  the  ne ighbor ing
Br i t i sh  co lon ies ,  a l l  be l ieved in  the
eff icacy of  pet i t ions,  protest  let ters and
non-v io len t  demonst ra t ions .  They  Ía i led
to realize, however, that because the
retarded Portuguese economy needed
co lon ia l i sm to  ex t rac t  Mozambique 's
human and na tura l  resources ,  the
co lon ia l  reg ime wou ld  use  a l l  ava i lab le
repressive measures to f rustrate their
nat ional ist  object ives.

Smal l  in  numbers ,  de tached Í rom
in terna l  bases  o f  suppor t ,  lack ing  a
c o h e r e n t  s t r a t e g y ,  a n d  p e r i o d i c a l l y
e n g a g i n g  i n  s e l Í - d e s t r u c t i v e  e x i l e
po l i t i cs ,  the  th ree  organ iza t ions  hard ly
p o s e d  a  c r e d i b l e  t h r e a t  t o  t h e
Por tuguese co lon ia l  reg ime.  In  an  e f Ío r t
to  overcome the  mutua l  susp ic ion  wh ich
div ided them, President Nyerere of
Tanzan ia  inv i ted  the  th ree  in  1962 to
es tab l i sh  the i r  heqdquar te rs  in  Dar  es-
Salaam and work toward the creat ion oÍ
a  u n i Í i e d  m o v e m e n t .  P r o d d e d  b y
N y e r e r e ,  K w a m e  N k r u m a h ,  t h e

P r e s i d e n t  o Í  G h a n a  a n d  C O N C P  ( t h e
ConÍerence o Í  Nat iona l i s t  Organ iza-
t i o n s  o f  t h e  P o r t u g u e s e  C o l o n i e s ) ,  t h e
t h r e e  m o v e m e n t s - - U A M I  r a t h e r
r e l u c t a n t l y - a g r e e d  t o  m e r g e  i n t o
F R E L I M O  u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o Í  D r .
Eduardo Mond lane.

Insurgency  ran  deep in  Mond lane 's
Íami ly .  H is  Ía ther  and h is  unc le  had bo th
íought  in  an t i -co lon ia l  s t rugg les  a t  the
end ó f  the  n ine teenth  century .  A Í te r
a t t e n d i n g  m i s s i o n a r y  s c h o o l s  i n
s o u t h e r n  M o z a m b i q u e  a n d  S o u t h
AÍ r ica ,  Mond lane rece ived a  scho larsh ip
in  .1947 to  Wi twaters rand Un ivers i ty  in
South  AÍ r i ca  where  he  came in to  contac t
and co l labora ted  w i th  s tudents  opposed
t o  r a c i a l  s e g r e g a t i o n ,  c a u s i n g  h i s
depor ta t ion  two years  la te r .  Back  in
Mozambique he  he lped to  o rgan ize ,  and
was a  íead ing  Ío rce  in  the  Mozambican
S t u d e n t  M o v e m e n t  ( N E S A M ) .  H i s
p o w e r í u l  c r i t i q u e  o Í  P o r t u g u e s e
co lon ia l i sm and the  va lue  he  a t tached to
M o z a m b i c a n  c u l t u r e  a n d  h i s t o r y
insp i red  a  who le  genera t ion  o Í  younger
h i g h  s c h o o l s t u d e n t s ,  a  n u m b e r  o f  w h o m
s u b s e q u e n t l y  b e c a m e  p r o m i n e n t
m e m b e r s  o Í  F R E L I M O .  H i s  a c t i v i t i e s
b r o u g h t  p o l i c e  s u r v e i l l a n c e ,
i n t e r r o g a t i o n s ,  h a r a s s m e n t  a n d  a
dec is ion  tha t  he  be  sent  to  Por tuga l .  In
t h e  Í a c e  o Í  i n t e n s i Í i e d  p o l i c e
surve í l lance,  Mond lane f led  Por tuga l
and cont inued h is  educat ion  in  the
United States.  The doctoral  degree he

(cont inued on  page 7)

more

Whlle Mozamblque's long coast l lne
provldes good shlpplng and Í lshlng
opportunl t les,  l ts  border wl lh South
Afrlca provlder Increaeed tenslona.
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facts and figures
HEALTH

ln Ían t  Mor ta l i t y  -  150 per  1000 a t  Independence,  S0 per  1000 in  1983.
Doctors  -  281 a t  Independence,  404 in  1981.
Popu la t ion  per  Hea l th  care  un i t  -  16 ,200 a t  Independence,  11 ,600 in  1982.
3 ,250 nurses  and o ther  hea l th  workers  t ra ined s ince  Independence.

P R O D U C E R  C O O P E R A T I V E S
180 (w i th  a  membersh ip  o Í  25 ,000)  a t  Independence,
370 (wi th 37,000 members) in 1982.

C O M M U N A L  V I L L A G E S
Since Independence 1 ,350 communal  v i l lages  were  es tab l i shed w i th  1 ,800,000
inhab i tan ts .

G O V E R N M E N T
Sing le  par ty  -  FRELIMO.
Pres ident  and head o Í  par ty ,  Samora  Mache l .
More  than 14 ,000 representa t ives  e lec ted  to  loca l ,  d is t r i c t  and prov inc ia l
assembl ies .  The na t iona l  assembly  o f  226 is  nominated  by  the  par ty 's  cent ra l
commí t tee .

F R E L I M O  P A R T Y  M E M B E R S H I P
4,244 ce l l s  across  the  count rY .
110,323 members (wi th 53.50/o peasants and 18.9% workers.  Women represent
260/o oÍ  party membershiP.)



THE HISTORY OF FRELIMO

r e c e i v e d  i n  1 9 6 0  m a d e  h  i m
Mozambique 's  f i rs t  Ph .D.

In  1961,  p ro tec ted  by  d ip lomat ic
immuni ty  as  a  Un i ted  Nat ions  employee,
Mond lane re tu rned home a  hero .  ln
shanty towns on the outskir ts of
Lourenco Marques and in his rural  Gaza
h o m e l a n d  h e  m e t  s e c r e t l y  w i t h
d iss idents  who de ta i led  the  inc reased
oppress ion  and urged h im to  o rgan ize  a
nat iona l i s t  movement .  He was a lso
c o u r t e d  b y  P o r t u g u e s e  o f Í i c i a l s .
Mond lane re jec ted  the i r  advances  and
le f t  Mozambique inexorab ly  commi t ted
to  the  s t rugg le  Ío r  independence.  A  l i t t le
more than a year later he arr ived in Dar
es-Salaam and was elected President of
F R E L I M O .

M o n d l a n e ' s  i m m e d i a t e  o b . i e c t i v e
was to forge a broad-based insurgent
c o a l i t i o n  w h i c h  c o u l d  e f f e c t i v e l y
c h a l l e n g e  t h e  c o l o n i a l  r e g i m e .  A t
F R E L I M O ' s  F i r s t  C o n g r e s s  i n
September 1962, a plat form designed to
be acceptab le  to  a l l the  d iverse  in te res ts
w a s  a d o p t e d .  T h e  o v e r a r c h i n g
co ncern- i  n dependen ce-d ictated
un i ty .  Un i ty  a lso  meant  incorpora t ing
in to  the  movement  a l l  Mozambicans .  o Í
w h a t e v e r  s o c i a l  c l a s s  o r  s t r a t a -
peasants,  workers,  merchants,  ar t isans
a n d  c h i e Í s - w h o  s u p p o r t e d  t h e
common s t rugg le .  Thus ,  i t s  ob jec t ives
and compos i t ion  made FRELIMO a
fa i r l y  convent iona l  na t iona l i s t  f  ron t
un i t ing  ideo log ica l l y  d ivergent  g roups
o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  p a t r i o t i s m  a n d
oppos i t ion  to  fo re ign  dominat ion .

In  the  dead o f  n igh t  on  September
25,  1964,  FRELIMO so ld ie rs ,  t ra ined in
A lger ia  w i th  log is t i ca l  ass is tance f rom
the sur round ing  popu la t ion ,  a t tacked
the Portuguese administrat ive post at
Chai  in Cabo Delgado. Despi te reports
by  a  loya l i s t  ch ie Í  o Í  guer r i l l a  movement
in  the  area .  the  co lon ia l  au thor i t ies  were
taken by  surpr ise ,  and the  guer r i l l as
were able to damage the post,  k i l l  one
pol iceman and wound several  others
before they melted back into the forest .
The colonial  regime responded quickly.
I t  d ispatched heavi ly armed troops and
secre t  po l i ce  (P IDE)  agents  to  Cha i ,
a r r e s t e d  a n d  b e a t  a  n u m b e r  o Í
suspec ted  FRELIMO sympath izers ,  bu t
was unab le  to  t rack  down the  guer r i l l a
band or crack down the FRELIMO
network .  In  re ta l ia t ion ,  co lon ia l  t roops
commit ted a number of  atroci t ies.

The raid at  Chai  marked the
beg inn ing  o f  the  armed s t rugg le  aga ins t
the  co lon ia l  reg ime.  Employ ing  c lass ica l
guerr i l la tact ics-ambushing patrols,
sabotaging communicat ion and rai l road
l ines,  and making hi t -and-run at tacks
against  colonial  outposts-and then
r a p i d l y  f a d i n g  i n t o  i n a c c e s s i b l e
backwater areas, FRELIMO mi l i tants
were  ab le  to  evade pursu i t  and

(Cont inued on Page 10)

Samora Machel, Mozamblque's presldent
Mondlane, FRELIMO's ílrsl presldent In a

and leader oí the party wlth Eduardo
photo taken durlng lhe armed struggle.
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Boofrr on the
MOZAMBICAN
Ex flerience

Edward Alpers.  lvory and Slaves in East
C e n t r a l  A Í r i c a  ( B e r k e l e y ,  1 9 7 5 ) .
Examines  the  or ig ins  and the  impact  o f
the s lave trade and the roots of
underdeve lopment  in  Mozambique.

Wi l f  red  Burchet t ,  Southern  Aí r l ca
Stands Up: The Revolut ions In Angola,
Mozambique, Rhodesla,  Namlbla and
South  Aí r i ca .  (New York ,  1978) .
Examines events and issues leading to
fo rmat ion  o f  l ibera t ion  groups  in  each
country and covers progress of  each
through 1977.

B a r b a r a  C o r n w a l l .  B u s h  R e b e l s
(London,  1973) .  A  f i rs t -hand account  o f
the  armed s t rugg le  by  a  journa l i s t  who
vis i ted the l iberated zones in northern
Mozambique.

J a m e s  D u Í Í y .  P o r t u g u e s e  A Í r l c a
(Cambr idge,  1961) .  A  genera l  h is to ry  o Í
Portuguese colonial ism in AÍr ica.

Ruth First. Black Gold: The Mozamblcan
Mlner, Proletarlat and Peasant (Sussex,
England, 1983).  Contemporary study of
Mozambican migrant labor f  low to
South AÍr ican mines.

A l len  and Barbara  lsaacman.  The
Tradltlon oÍ Reslstance In Mozamblque
(Berkeley,  1976).  Documents the long
and var ied ant i -colonial  struggle in
Mozambique.

A l l e n  a n d  B a r b a r a  l s a a c m a n .
Mozambique: From Colonial ism to
Revolut lon,  1900-1982 (Boulder,  1983).
Ana lyzes  the  co lon ia l  cap i ta l i s t  impact
and FRELIMO's ef Íor t  to in i t iate a
soc ia l i s t  pa th  o f  deve lopment .

Frances Moore Lappe and Adele Negro
B e c c a r - V a r e l a .  M o z a m b l q u e  a n d
Tanzanla: Asklng the Big Questlons
( S a n  F r a n c i s c o ,  1 9 8 0 ) .  C o m p a r e s
a p p r o a c h e s  o f  M o z a m b i q u e  a n d
Tanzan ia  in  so lv ing  bas ic  economic  and
social  problems facing each country.

Samora Machel .  Sowlng the Seeds oÍ
Revolut lon (London, 1974\.  lmportant
speeches and texts f rom the armed
st rugg le .

S a m o r a  M a c h e l .  E s t a b l l s h l n g  t h e
People's Power to Serve the Masses
(London,  1976) .  lmpor tan t  documents
def  in ing  the  essence o f  "peop le 's
power."

Eduardo Mondlane, The Slruggle íor
Mozamblque (Bal t imore, 1969).  Wri t ten
by FRELIMO's f i rst  president f i Í teen
years ago, i t  remains the c lassic book on
the armed struggle.

Bar ry  Muns low.  Mozamblque:  The
Revolut lon and l ts Orlglns (London,
1983).  Analyzes the transÍormat ion and
radical izat ion of  FRELIMO.

John Saul. A DlÍÍerent Road? Soclallsm
In Mozamblque (New York,  1983).
Examines transformat ion taking place in
a  n u m b e r  o Í  s t r a t e g i c  s e c t o r s
( a g r i c u l t u r e ,  h o u s i n g ,  e d u c a t i o n ,
heafth) in contemporary Mozambique.



THE HISTORY OF FRELIMO
(Cont inued from page 7)

s u r v e i l l a n c e .  I n  t h e  t w o  n o r t h e r n
provinces of  Niassa and Cabo Delgado
FRELIMO's peasant network provided
c r i t i c a l  s u p p l i e s  a n d  a m m u n i t i o n .
G r a d u a l l y ,  a l t h o u g h  n o t  w i t h o u t
se tbacks ,  FRELIMO conso l ida ted  i t s
power  and drove the  co lon ia l  fo rces  ou t
o f  the  sur round ing  reg ions  progress-
ive ly  expand ing  the  l ibera ted  zones .  By
1 9 6 8  t h e  i n s u r g e n t s  c o n t r o l l e d
approximately 20-25 percent oÍ  the area
and had opened a  th i rd  f ron t  in  the
strategical ly important central  province
oÍ Tete.

The expans ion  o f  the  l ibera ted
areas, however,  created new problems
Í o r  F R E L I M O - p r o b l e m s  w h i c h
required creat ive solut ions.  Once areas
had been l iberated, the colonial  state
appara tus  d ismant led  and exp lo i ta t i ve
c o l e n i a l  e c o n o m i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s
d isbanded,  new economic ,  soc ia l  and
pol i t ical  structures and relat ions of
p roduc t ion  had to  be  in t roduced,  For
t h e s e  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  p r e c e d e n t s .
Moreover,  to guarantee the act ive
invo lvement  o f  the  peasants  in  bo th  the
l ibera ted  zone and the  areas  o f  con f l i c t ,
FRELIMO had to  o f fe r  them more  than
just  the end of  the colonial  order-what
was demanded was a  v is ion  o f  hope f  o r  a
new and just  society.

From the outset oÍ  the armed
s t r u g g l e  F R E L I M O  w a s  Í o r c e d  t o
become more  than jus t  a  na t iona l i s t
movement .  Desp i te  the  un i ted  f ron t  i t
p resented  to  the  wor ld ,  FRELIMO was
real ly two ent i t ies throughout much of
t h i s  e a r l y  p h a s e - " a  c o n v e n t i o n a l
na t iona l i s t  movement  unab le  to  secure
an easy transi t ion to Power and a
revo lu t ionary  movement  s t rugg l ing  to
be born . "

The demands p laced on  FRELIMO
b y  i t s  s u c c e s s e s  h e i g h t e n e d  t h e
conf l i c t ing  ideo log ies  wh ich  had been
submerged w i th in  FRELIMO s ince  i t s
incept ion-the Í i rst ,  rooted in a narrow
nat iona l i s t  t rad i t ion ,  sought  mere ly  to
capture the colonial  state.  The second,
i  ncreasingly com mit ted to revol  ut ionary
nat ional ism, recognized the necessi ty to
transÍorm basic social  and economic as
wel l  as pol i t ical  re lat ions.  By 1968 these
t w o  d i f f e r e n t  " l i n e s " - a s  F R E L I M O
per iod ica ls  came increas ing ly  to  re fe r to
them-each with adi f ferent social  v is ion
and class or ientat ion openly contested
f  o r  power .

(To be cont inued in the next issue.)

o o  o o  o o

Resourcês The Mozambique Resource
Center  car r ies  books  and repor ts
relat ing to the Fourth Party Congress as
wel l  as  o ther  top ics  pub l i shed in  Eng l ish
by the Mozambique Nat ional  Inst i tute of
Books and Records.  For a complete l is t ,
please write us.
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A View from Withín

with Rhodesian and later South Af r ican
i n v a s i o n s  i n t o  M o z a m b i q u e .
Cooperanfes as others are affected by
secur i ty measures,  which are at  t imes
cumbersome,  to  ensure  the i r  own
safety.  The Íear oÍ  v io lence can also
make fo r  anx ious  moments .

F e w  c o o p e r a n t e s  Í o u n d  t h e i r
"n iche"  on  the  f i rs t  day  a t  the  job .  Most
had to work hard to Í ind i t .  A new
language had to be mastered f i rst .
Cooperantes had to adapt to work
procedures  or  methods  somet imes very
di f ferent f rom what they had known
back in the Uni ted States.  Often they
found themse lves  s t rugg l ing  to  per fo rm
the same type of  work done in the States
but  w i thout  the  ava i lab i l i t y  o Í  equ ipment
and mater ia l  needed.

Mozambique is  a  beaut i Íu l  count ry .
I t s  b e a c h e s ,  i t s  o p e n  Í i e l d s  a n d
count rys ide  are  a l l spec ia l .  However ,  the
rea l  beauty  and s t rength  o f  Mozambique
is  i t s  peop le .  Work ing  in  Mozambique
prov ides  no t  on ly  an  oppor tun i ty  to
cont r ibu te  to  a  peop le 's  deve lopment
but  a lso  prov ides  a  s t imu lan t  to  the
growth  o f  those who go  there .

W o r k i n g  i n  M o z a m b i q u e  i s  n o t
w i thout  i t s  d i Í f i cu l t ies  as  Amer icans
there  w i l l  a f f i rm.  But  i t  has  i t s  own
rewards .  V iews f  rom Amer icans  who l i ve
w i t h i n  w i l l  a d d  a n o t h e r  d i m e n s i o n  w h i c h
y o u  w i l l  f  i n d  v a l u a b l e  t o  t h e
unders tand ing  o Í  l i Íe  in  the  New
Mozambique.  Fu ture  ar t i c les  in  th is
space w i l l  exp lo re  the  re Í lec t ions  o Í  pas t
and presenl  cooperantes on their  l ives in
Mozambique.
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Please c l ip  and return to
P.O.Box 2A06, Madison Sq.

The Mozambique
Station, New York,

Resource Center.
N.Y.  10159.

Ame r i co n s i n tVlozern b i q ue
T h e  w o r d  c o o p e r a t a n t e  i s  a

P o r t u g u e s e  w o r d  f o r  " o n e  w h o
c o o p e r a t e s  w i t h . "  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f
Mozambique, i t  refers to those who work
on cont rac t  fo r  the  government  in  one o f
i t s  s e v e r a l  m i n i s t r i e s .  S i n c e
Independence more  than 30  Amer icans
of di Í ferent professions, have spent Í rom
two to f ive years as cooperantes in
Mozambique.  Most  le f t  fo r  Mozambique
f  rom the  U.S.  a f te r  1977.

The reasons  fo r  go ing  are  as
d i f fe ren t  as  the  persona l i t ies  invo lved.
Most  des i red  to  make a  cont r ibu t ion  in
some way to  the  deve lopment  o Í  a  newly
independent  count ry  wh ich  they  saw
st r i v ing  to  d ras t ica l l y  improve the  l i ves
o f  i t  c i t i zens  under  g rea t  hand icaps .  For
many i t  was  the  w ish  to  work  in  a  p lace
where  one 's  ab i l i t ies  a re  apprec ia ted
and c r i t i ca l l y  needed.

Most oÍ  the cooperantes who have
worked in  Mozambique had fo l lowed
F R E L I M O ' s  s t r u g g l e  t o  d e f  e a t
P o r t u g u e s e  c o l o n i a l i s t s .  F o r  t h e s e
ind iv idua ls  i t  was  a  chance to  see and
exper ience fo r  themse lves  the  rea l i t y  o f
the  Mozambican promise .

N o  m a t t e r  h o w  w e l l  i n f  o r m e d
cooperanÍes may have thought they
were  about  Mozambique be Íore  the i r
departure,  few were truly prepared Íor
the i r  new exper ience.  The pover ty  i s
there ,  bu t  so  is  the  s t rength  and
determinat ion  to  e l im ina te  i t .  On a  day-
to -day  leve l ,  the  supp ly  shor tages  wh ich
a f  f  e c t  M o z a m  b i c a n s  a l s o  a Í Í e c t
cooperantes.  War,  which should have
ended w i th  independence,  cont inued
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Please enter my subscript ion to Mozambican Notes for one year.
Ind iv idua ls  $12 .00 .  Ins t i tu t ions  $15 .00

I would like to receive a copy of Mozambique: From Colonialism to
Reuolution 19OO-1982by Allen and Barbara lsaacman, offered to new
Mozambican Notes subscribers for $g.OO ($1t.gS in bookstores).

I  would l ike to  make a contr ibut ion to suppor t  the work oÍ  the
Mozambican Resource Center .  As a suppor ter  I  wi l l  receive specia l
news re leases and MRC announcements throughout  the year .
Enclosed is  my contr ibut ion of  $--

Tota l  enc losed $
Add $7.00 for  a i r ma i l  subsc r ip t ions .

Name

Address

City, State, Zip



THE FOUNDING
OF FRELIMO

Conc luelon
(Cont inued f rom September  issuel

O n e  g r o u p ,  i n c l u d i n g
Nkavandame and  Gwen je re ,  en joy ing  a t
l eas t  t he  t ac i t  suppo r t  o f  U r i a  S imango ,
the  FREL IMO V ice -P res iden t ,  t ook  a
na r row  na t i ona l i s t  pos tu re .  Fo r  t hem the
ul t imate ob ject ive was to  create an
. i ndependen t  b l ack  na t i on  run  by  a
p r i v i l eged  b lack  e l i t e  wh i ch  wou ld
rep lace  t he  wh i t e  co lon ia l  e l i t e .  I ndeed ,
p e a s a n t s  i n  t h e  l i b e r a t e d  z o n e s
i n c r e a s i n g l y  c o m p l a i n e d  t h a t
Nkavandame,  who was Di rector  o f  the
D e p a r t m e n t  o Í  C o m m e r c e ,  w a s
s iphon ing  o f f  p ro f i t s  f r om FREL IMO 's
peop les '  s t o res ,  specu la t i ng  i n  p roduc t s
i n  s h o r t  s u p p l y ,  a n d  e x p l o i t i n g  l a b o r  i n
h i s  p r i va te  f i e l d .

I n  oppos i t i on  s tood  t he  ma jo r i t y  o f
t he  Cen t ra l  Commi t t ee  l ed  by  Marce l i no
dos Santos,  Secretary  for  Fore ign
Af fa i rs ,  Samora Machel ,  head of  the
a rmy ,  Joaqu im  Ch i ssano ,  a  sen io r
member  o f  t he  Execu t i ve  Commi t t ee ,
and  P res iden t  Mond lane ,  who  had  been
rad i ca l i zed  by  t he  s t rugg le .  A l t hough
M o n d l a n e  i n i t i a l l y  s o u g h t  t o  m a i n t a i n
the  un i t y  o f  t he  movemen t ,  by  1968  he
had  come  to  recogn i ze  i t s  Í u t i l i t y .  The
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  Í a c t i o n  a r g u e d  t h a t
L i sbon ' s  de fea t  wou ld  mark  on l y  t he  Í i r s t
s t e p  i n  t r a n s f o r m i n g  M o z a m b i c a n
soc ie ty ,  and i t  saw the exper iences of
t he  l i be ra ted  zones  as  es tab l i sh ing  a
mode l ,  howeve r  embryon i c ,  f o r  t he  way
i n  w h i c h  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  a n d
o w n e r s h i p  c o u l d  l e a d  t o  a  m o r e
equ i t ab le  d i s t r i bu t i on  o f  Mozamb ique ' s
resources.  l t  re jec ted the not ion that  a
p r i v i l eged  e l i t e  shou ld  gu ide  t he  coun t r y
and  app rop r i a te  i t s  wea l t h .

At  the Second Par ty  Congress he ld
i n  J u l y  1 9 6 8  M o n d l a n e  a n d  h i s  a l l i e s
p r e v a i l e d .  D e s p i t e  t h e  s t a u n c h
o p p o s i t i o n  o f  N  k a v a n d a m e ,  t h e
Cong ress  was  he ld  i n  l i be ra ted  N iassa
p r o v i n c e ,  M o n d l a n e  w a s  r e e l e c t e d
Pres iden t ,  and  t he  Cen t ra l  Commi t t ee ' s
s ize was doubled f rom twenty  to  Íor ty .
New members  came  a lmos t  exc lus i ve l y
Í r om popu la r l y  e l ec ted  cons t i t uenc ies
ins ide  Mozamb ique  and  t he  m i l i t a r y -
b o t h  o f  w h o m  s u p p o r t e d  t h e
revo lu t i ona ry  pos i t i on .  The  en la rged
Centra l  Commit tee adopted a new
p(og ram emphas i z i ng  t he  e rad i ca t i on  o f
a l l  f o rms  o f  soc ia l  and  economic
i n e q u a l i t y  a n d  c o m m i t t i n g  F R E L I M O  t o
forge ahead wi th  the process oÍ  nat iona l
recons t ruc t i on  begun  i n  t he  l i be ra ted
zones .

A l t hough  de fea têd ,  t he  m ino r i t y
f ac t i on  l ed  by  Nkavandame was  no t
p repa red  t o  y i e l d  power  w i t hou t  a
s t rugg le .  A  Í ew  weeks  l a te r  Nkavandame
o r g a n i z e d  a  m e e t i n g  o f  F R E L I M O

d iss iden ts ' i n  sou the rn  Tanzan ia  whe re
he  e labó ra ted  h i s  p l an  t o  es tab l i sh  a
sp l i n te r  o rgan i za t i on .  I n  December  t he
D e p u t y  C h i e f  o f  t h e  D e f e n s e
Depa r tmen t ,  Pau lo  Samue l  Kankhomba ,
was assass inated.  Nkavandame was
iden t i f i ed  by  FREL IMO as  t he  cu lp r i t ,
and  on  Janua ry  3 ,  1969 ,  he  was  s t r i pped
o f  a l l  h i s  r espons ib i l i t i e s .  A  mon th  l a te r  a
l e t t e r  bomb  k i l l ed  P res iden t  Mond lane  a t
h i s  o Í f i c e  i n  D a r  e s - S a l a a m .
N k a v a n d a m e ,  a l o n g  w i t h  S i l v e r i o r
N u n g u ,  a  s e n i o r  F R E L I M O  m e m b e r ,  w a s
imp l i ca ted  i n  t he  assass ina t i on  wh i ch
h a d  b e e n  o r c h e s t r a t e d  b y  t h e
Por tuguese secret  po l ice.  He Í led across
the  bo rde r  w i t h  t he  he lp  o f  P IDE  agen ts
and  de fec ted  t o  t he  co lon ia l  r eg ime .  I n
M a y  1 9 7 0  t h e  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e
e lec ted  Samora  Mache l  P res iden t  and
Marce l i no  dos  San tos  V i ce  P res iden t  o f
F R E L I M O .

L i ke  h i s  assass ina ted  p redecesso r ,
Samora  Mache l  came  Í rom a  f am i l y
s teeped  i n  a  l ong  t r ad i t i on  o f  an t i -
co lon ia l  s t r ugg le .  H i s  g randpa ren ts  and
great -grandparents  Íought  in  the wars o f
res i s tance  a t  t he  end  o Í  t he  n ine teen th
cen tu ry  i n  sou the rn  Mozamb ique ,  and
his  paterna l  grandfather  was one of  the
l e a d i n g  Í i g u r e s  i n  t h e  M a g u i u g a n e
rebe l l i on  i n  1896 .  H i s  f am i l y  a l so
su f f e red  f o r  i t s  ou t spoken  oppos i t i on .
B o t h  m a t e r n a l  g r a n d p a r e n t s  w e r e
depor ted to  Sao Tome where they d ied
i n  e x i l e .

W h e n  F R E L I M O  w a s  f o r m e d ,
Mache l  Í l ed  Mozamb ique  and  j o i ned  t he
movemen t  r i s i ng  qu i ck l y  w i t h i n  i t s
ranks .  l n  1963  he  wen t  w i t h  a  sma l l
g roup  o Í  m i l i t an t s  t o  A lge r i a  Í o r  m i l i t a r y
t r a i n i n g  a n d ,  a f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n  t o
Tanzan ia ,  he  was  p laced  i n  cha rge  o f
F R E L I M O ' s  Í i r s t  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  c a m p .
In  t h i s  capac i t y  he  p layed  a  cen t ra l  r o l e
i n  p l a n n i n g  a n d  o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  i n i t i a l
phase  o f  t he  a rmed  s t rugg le .  A  yea r  l a te r
hp  d i r ec ted  t he  m i l i t a r y  campa ign  i n  t he
eas te rn  sec to r  o Í  N iassa ,  and  i n  1966 ,
a Í t e r  t he  dea th  o f  FREL IMO 's  Í i r s t
De fense  Sec re ta ry  F i l i pe  Maga ia ,  he
took  ove r  t h i s  pos t .  l n  t he  ho t l y
con tes ted  i deo log i ca l  deba tes  w i t h i n  t he
Cen t ra l  Commi t t ee  t o  wh i ch  he  was
soon  a f t e r  e l ec ted ,  Mache l  was  a l i gned
w i th  Edua rdo  Mond lane  and  Marce l i no
dos  San tos ,  emerg ing  as  one  o Í  t he
p r i n c i p a l  p r o t a g o n i s t s  o Í  t h e
revo lu t i ona ry  na t i ona l i s t  pos i t i on .  The
select ion o f  Machel  as Pres ident  and
dos Santos as V ice Pres ident  marked the
Í i n a l  v i c t o r y  f o r  t h e  f o r c e s  o f
revo lu t i ona ry  na t i ona l i sm  and  se t  t he
s tage  Í o r  a  more  exp l i c i t  adop t i on  o f  a
soc ia l i s t  agenda .

Be tween  the  end  o f  1969  and  1973
the  p r i nc ip l es  and  p rac t i ces  deve loped
in  the l iberated zones were formal ized
and  the  wa r  zone  ex tended .  FREL IMO 's
c lea re r  i deo log i ca l  s t ance  Í ac i l i t a ted  t he
dest ruct ion o Í  the las t  vest iges o f
t r ad i t i ona l  au tho r i t y .  l t  a l so  h igh l i gh ted
the  Í ac t  t ha t  a  b l ack  bou rgeo i s i e ,  i Í  l e f t
unchecked ,  cou ld  coop t  and  u l t ima te l y

destroy the revolut ion.  The need to
emancipate women received greater
emphasis,  and advances were made in
the  f ie lds  o f  hea l th  and educat ion .  On
t h e  m i l i t a r y  Í r o n t ,  g u e r r i l l a  f o r c e s
b lun ted  the  much-hera lded Por tuguese
d e Í e n s i v e s  a n d  e x p a n d e d  t h e i r
operat ions in Tete province and, for  the
Í i rs t  t ime,  began mak ing  s ign i Í i can t
in roads  in  the  southern  ha l f  o f  the
count ry .  FRELIMO's  f  ron t  in  Man ica  and
Sofala not only threatened the white
se t t le r  h igh lands  bu t  a lso  Be i ra ,  the
colony's second largest c i ty.  Not even
substan t ia l  a id  f rom the  West ,  inc lud ing
$435 mi l l ion  f rom the  U.S. ,  cou ld  p rop
up the  co lon ia l  reg ime.

By the end oÍ  1973 freedom f ighters
were o.perat ing only 400 mi les f rom
L o u r e n c o  M a r q u e s  a n d  g r o w i n g
opposition to the war paralyzed the
co lon ia l  a rmy and se t  the  s tage in
Portugal  for  the coup of  the armed
forces movement which overthrew the
a u t h o r i t a r i a n  r e g i m e  o f  M a r c e l l o
Caetano on  Apr i l  24 ,1974. In  p ro longed
and d i f Í i cu l t  negot ia t ions  FRELIMO
unequivocal ly rejected the at tempts oÍ
the new Portuguese government to
impose a  "neo-co lon ia l  so lu t ion . "  On
S e p t e m b e r  7 ,  1 9 7 4 ,  t h e  L u s a k a
agreement  was .s igned es tab l i sh ing  a
t r a n s i t i o n a l  F R E L I M O - d o m i n a t e d
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  g u a r a n t e e i n g
Mozambican independence on  June 25 ,
1  975.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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MOZAMBIQUE:  FROM COLONIALISM
TO REVOLUTION 1900-1982 by Al len
and Barbara lsaacman provides a com'
prehe nsive background for understan-
ding events in Mozambique today. In ad'
di t ión to valuable histor ic informat ion i t
a lso contains present day accounts oÍ
Mozambique 's  e f fo r t  to  bu i ld  a  new
social ist  society.  Softback copies of
the book are avai lable to newslet ter
subscr ibers for  $8.00 from the Mozam-
bican Resource center.

MACHEL VISITS EUROPE
(Continued from page 7)

t i o n s  w h i c h  w e r e  h e l d  a s  i n  t h e
m e e t  i n g s  w i t h  b u s i n e s s m e n ,  w ê
clarif ied that there is interest in the Peo-
ple 's Republ ic of  Mozambique in co-
opera t ing  w i th  d l l  count r ies  on  the
basis of  reciprocal  benef i ts,  equal i ty
and m utual respect. We demonstrated
also that there are advantages in co-
operat ing wi th Mozambique and the in-
d e p e  n d e n t  c o u n t r i e s  o f  s o u t h e r n
Af  r i ca .
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