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PREFACE to the ENGLISH EDITION 

Perhaps I was the last person to see Dr. Americo Boavida a
live. It was about 8 o'clock on the morning of 25 September 1968 
when a tiny dagger from a Portuguese fragmentation bomb pierced 
the brain of Angola's most heroic doctor. Moments earlier we had 
dived from different directions underneath the same small clump of 
bushe?, trying to avoid detection and worse from three helicopters 
strafing at treetop level some thirty or forty feet overhead. 

"We make too good a target together", said Dr. Boavida. "Bet
ter if we separate." Then, in that silent space between machine
gun bursts, we went our separate ways, attempting to escape the 
Portuguese air and ground attack on Hanoi 2 which marked the start 
of the fascist regime's late dry-season offensive against MPLA's 
liberated zones in eastern Angola.* The offensive failed, but one 
of Angola's most dedicated, brilliant and selfless revolutionaries 
was dead. 

I first met Americo Boavida in March 1968. He was recupera
ting in Dar es Salaam from two hard years of medical work on the 
eastern front, studying health conditions and desperately trying 
to improve and extend MPLA's Medical Assistance Services (SAM) to 
the peasants and guerrillas of a vast semi-liberated area more 
than four times the size of Portugal. In the MPLA office I inter
viewed Dr. Boavida,** and learned something of the realities of 
life and health faced by those struggling to liberate Angola from 
the parasitic grip of an obsolete Portuguese colonialism. A few 
months later and some 200 miles inside Angola, I continued to 
benefit from Dr. Boavida's vast experience. After working each day 
at the SAM clinic and school, he would often stop off at my hut 
for a chat in the late afternoon. We would talk, sometimes halt
ingly, he teaching me Portuguese and I assisting him with English. 
I remember one occasion soon after we'd learned of Salazar's 
stroke when Dr. Boavida observed that the death of the Portuguese 

*For details of this attack see "With the Guerrillas in Angola", 
Don Barnett, LSM Information Center, Vancouver 1972. 

**See Appendix I. 
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dictator would make little or no difference to their struggle in 
Angola. "Salazar is merely the symbol of Portuguese oppression in 
Angola", he said. "Our real enemies, still very much alive, are 
the Portuguese oligarchy and international capital." 

It is this latter point, supported largely by the data then 
available from U.N. and other sources, which I believe of para
mount importance in America Boavida's ANGOLA: FIVE CENTURIES OF 
PORTUGUESE EXPLOITATION. 

Against the bold relief of Portugal's own backwardness and 
economic dependence on her "overseas provinces", Dr. Boavida un
folds a picture of the "collective colonialism" through which 
Portugal, especially since 1961 and the outbreak of armed struggle 
in Angola, has mortgaged increasing amounts of the natural wealth 
of Angola and Mozambique in exchange for the desperately needed 
military, financial and political support of her "great power" 
NATO allies. Lacking the financial and industrial means either to 
fashion modern imperialist relationships or sustain archaic colo
nial ones, Portugal has become the visible but increasingly junior 
partner in a multi-national imperialist effort to both defeat the 
liberation movements and extend and "modernize" the economic ex
ploitation of Angola, Mozambique and Guine. 

This junior partnership, however, has but temporarily checked 
certain contradictions while, at the same time, giving rise to new 
and equally ominous ones for the Portuguese regime. Support from 
her "partners" is clearly the factor which has so far enabled 
Portugal to hang onto her African colonies in the face of mounting 
military and political pressure from the liberation forces. But 
the accelerating exodus of young people, which Dr. Boavida docu
ments, and the recent (1971) emergence of Armed Revolutionary 
Action (ARA) in Portugal itself, make it more and more difficult 
for the Lisbon regime to adequately play its role as the heavy
handed, occupying power. Again, with the benefits from its colon
ial enterprise - still largely in the mould of pre-industrial 
looting and forced labor - flowing almost exclusively to a narrow 
agro-financial oligarchy and state bureaucracy, the masses of 
Portuguese peasants and workers exhibit less and less enthusiasm 
for a counter-revolution on three fronts to defend the "Great 
Lusitanian Dream''. In short, waning morale and increasing emigra
tion and domestic resistance are, with every passing day, making 
it less possible for Portugal to fulfill her minimum obligation 
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to the "collective colonial" venture in Angola, Mozambique and 
Guin€. 

Caught thus on the horns of a dilemma - too weak in military 
manpower to continue ruling her colonies directly, and too weak 
economically to transform them into neo-colonies Portuguese 
colonialism, and hence the protected super-profits of the Portu
guese oligarchy, is entering its final days. 

But what of Portugal's NATO allies and senior partners? Do 
they not also see the handwriting on the wall? Faced with the 
Lisbon regime's increasing dependency and politico-military in
adequacy, yet unable at this juncture of history to themselves 
assume - either collectively or singly - the mantle of direct co
lonial rule in Africa, they must nonetheless devise means to pro
tect their growing investments and raw materials sources in 
southern Africa. As is clear from the U.S. State Department's 
official policy paper on Angola, the senior partner aims "to 
encourage a peaceful and equitable [sic] solution to the Angola 
problem, based on self-determination principles", while at the 
same time "hoping that Portugal wi 11 be able to play a cons truc
ti ve future role in Angola and elsewhere [sic] in Africa". Thus, 
at a critical juncture in Portugal's military failings and depen
dency, the United States and other senior imperialist partners 
will "encourage" (i.e. force) the Lisbon regime to seek a negoti
ated "solution" with "responsible" elements of the Angolan popula
tion involving the prompt withdrawal of the Portuguese colo
nial apparatus and the installation of an African government 
willing to guarantee current investments and a stable and orderly 
foreign investment climate. Portugal, perhaps in exchange for 
guarantees against domestic revolutionary pressures, will be ob
liged to gracefully abandon its African colonies in a hoped for 
process of "peaceful transition" to neocolonialism. It is with 
this objective in mind that the U.S. and Co. have continually 
sought to spawn such "responsible" liberation movements as the 
GRAE and UNITA in Angola, COREMO in Mozambique and FLING in Guine, 
as well as to befriend and woo the more "moderate" elements in 
genuine liberation movements such as the MPLA, FRELIMO and PAIGC. 

In his ANGOLA: FIVE CENTURIES OF PORTUGUESE EXPLOITATION, 
America Boavida succeeds both in informing his readers about the 
salient facts and configuration of "collective colonialism" in 
Angola and in projecting a challenge to his compatriots in the 
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People's Movement for the Liberation of Angola (MPLA). That chal
lenge, embraced in full by the MPLA, is to steadfastly resist all 
tendencies and temptation to compromise their people's struggle 
for "complete independence" and accept political pseudo-indepen
dence from Portuguese colonial rule in exchange for neocolonial 
dependence and firmer integration within the imperialist system. 
MPLA President, Dr. Agostinho Neto, reaffirmed his Movement's 
commitment to refuse this neocolonial option in a radio speech to 
Angolans on 6 June 1968: 

The blood that is being shed by the best sons of our coun
tries (Angola, Mozambique and Guin~), and the efforts of each 
guerrilla and of every one of our people, must not be spent 
in vain ... It is necessary that the real control of the 
country, whether from the political, economic or social point 
of view, be in the hands of people who are devoted to the 
struggle, and not in the fists of bureaucrats who - it could 
be said in passing - are dishonest and not to be found in 
the battlefield. Much less could we allow foreigners to con
tinue to exploit our peoples - for imperialism to extend its 
clutches over our countries and subjugate them in neocolon
ialism. We have to fight for complete independence!* 

In Dr. Boavida's Final Note is an urgent call for other 
Angolans to "dedicate themselves to the study of these (imperial
ist) relations so as to achieve for us a more profound understand
ing of the economic, financial, social and political implications 
which result from them." America Boavida clearly appreciated that 
the "fight for complete independence" requires constant study and 
a scientific understanding of class relationships within modern 
imperialist society as well as competence and bravery on the bat
tle-field. 

*Major portions of this speech, delivered over Radio Tanzania on 
the program The Voice of Angola in Combat, can be found in THE 
REVOLUTION IN ANGOLA, Barnett & Harvey, Bobbs-Merrill, New York 
1972, pp. 30-38. 
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The translation into English of Dr. Americo Boavjda's ANGOLA: 
FIVE CENTURIES OF PORTUGUESE EXPLOITATION was undertaken by the 
Liberation Support Mo ~ment at the request of the Movimento Popu
lar de Liberta~ao de Angola. The work of translating, editing, 
proofreading and producing this book was a genuinely collective 
effort by the full-time staff and volunteer workers of the LSM 
Information Center. 
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PREFACE to the BRAZILIAN EDITION 

No matter how close the links that bind Brazil to Africa, 
Brazil continues to be ignorant of Africa. Starting in 
the late 1950's the awakening of African consciousness was 
followed with interest and sympathy, but not even for that was 
there processed a sensitive actualization of the distorted image 
of the motherland of the former slaves. Today Africa is acknow
ledged a present but, in general, is still denied a past. There 
are many Brazilians who see the black African as a man born out of 
the darkness of barbarism. This attitude does not differ, inci
dentally, from that adopted by Western Europeans who, according 
to Basil Davidson, imagine Africa south of the Sahara to be "a 
continent where men never elevated themselves by their own efforts 
much above the level of animals~ 

The last generation of historians came to dispel those ground
less convictions, rooted as they were in the shade of colonialist 
ideology. Africa is in reality a continent without memory; but not 
without a past. 

For many centuries on both the western and eastern coasts 
there flourished African civilizations that in many respects were 
the equals of their contemporary European and Asian counterparts. 
Before archaeology and sociology were able to assist modern his
torians in reconstructing a ,forgotten past, old Arab and Portu
guese chronicles had opened an unfathomable perspective on the 
grandeur of that past. Although many things still remain in 
shadows, there is today sufficient knowledge about the medieval 
empires of Songhay, Ghana, Mali, Kanem and Benin for them to be 
viewed with great respect, be it with regard to the social organi
zation of these African societies before the coming of the European 
or the appreciable development in them which technology and art 
had achieved. On the other side of the continent, along the 
eastern coast, what the Portuguese found on their route to India 
exceeded all that Europe could conceive of as existing in that 
region of the world. From Cape Guardafui to Sofala, along a 
coastline stretching thousands of kilometers, was spread a chain 
of great cities. Brava, Kilwa, Malinde, Kua, Songo Mnara were at 
that time city-states which would not have cut a bad figure next 
to many of Renaissance Europe. From the personal log of Vasco da 
Gama and the descriptions of Duarte Barbosa, who travelled in the 
armada of 1501, one gathers that it was not a barbaric world which 
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flashed into view of the surprised eyes of these European pioneers. 
They found ports filled with ships, large and beautiful stone 
buildings, a prosperous commerce and a culture tending toward 
unity, the instrument of which was Swahili, a language in which 
Arabic functioned as.an element of fusion of the old indigenous 
idioms, playing a role of importance similar to that of Latin 
in Western Europe. Did that Africa, perchance, live isolated from 
the rest of the world? No. Only our inveterate tendency to con
fuse the history of mankind with that of the history of Western 
Europe explains the absurdity of still teaching in the schools 
that eastern Africa was discovered at the dawn of the 16th Cen
tury by the Portuguese. The emirates of the Arabian peninsula 
had maintained slight relations with her for centuries, and India 
and China had knowledge of that part of the world from an early 
date. An active commerce tied the maritime African cities to the 
ports of the former, and the latter more than once sent its fleets, 
in peaceful missions, to the coastal fronting of the Mozambique 
Canal. In 1415 the king of Malinde even sent an embassy to the 
emperor of China, and in the archives of Peking there are docu
ments relating to the voyage that the large fleet of Admiral 
Tcheng Ho accomplished at the beginning of the 16th Century to 
western Africa, where yet today the most refined Ming porcelain 
abounds among ruins which are the silent witnesses of a dead 
greatness. 

That world collapsed. The memory of it remains along with 
some few calcinated stones from ancient temples and burial mounds 
The monopoly of Oriental commerce was at stake. The destruction 
of the west coast African maritime cities was one episode in a 
struggle which began with the arrival of the Portuguese in Calicut. 
Chaos and stagnation established themselves where previously there 
was a teeming of life and riches in the field of a commercial 
world perhaps vaster than the European of that time. 

The historic culpability of the Portuguese is a relative 
matter. They were men of their times the same as the French, 
Spanish, English or Dutch. Not worse, nor better, only a little 
more sincere. They were brutal men, as accorded with the spirit 
of the epoch. In opposing the Africans and Asians they had in 
their favor a superiority of artillery and a violent tradition 
linked with a religious fanaticism then at its peak. A far cry 
from the mythical and romantic image of the European Renaissance 
soldier which certain deformers of history delight in presenting us. 
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The reality, however, was something else. St. Francis Xavier in 
1545 set well the morality of the time. in a brief commentary on 
the Indian conquistadores: "The robbery is so open and so corrmon 
that it shocks no one's conscience and hardly is viewed as such." 

In Europe the record of the African past, prior to the coming 
of the first navigators, was itself vanishing. Africa had become 
a reservoir of ivory, gold and slaves. It was confronted simply 
as such. For four centuries Western Christendom deprived the black 
continent of its essential productive force. About 190 million 
Africans were torn from their land and taken to America. History 
has no record of a comparable crime. From a fifth of the world's 
population in the 15th Century, the Africans were reduced to a 
mere one-fifteenth of the world total. 

With the advent of the industrial revolution, the world was 
changing its attitude toward Africa. Commercial control was being 
superseded and the export of slave labor to America was coming in
to conflict with British imperialist interests. The era of the 
trading post was closing, giving way to a period of conquest. 
Contrary to what is thought in Brazil, Africa was then a world to 
be occupied. That colonization had existed for many centuries is 
no more than one of many colonial myths. When the Berlin Con
ference of 1884-5 began to partition Africa, almost nine-tenths 
of the continent had never been occupied by the European powers. 
But the tendency to consider the black man as a primate divorced 
from the civilizing process had already been strongly implanted 
in Europe. In 1872 a second European saw the ruins of Zimbabwe 
in the heart of Mashonaland, where the Rhodesian racists of Ian 
Smith rule today. He was so surprised that he mistook the Acro
polis for a replica of King Solomon's Palace and the Eclipse for 
a replica of the Queen of Sheba's Palace. The same thesis was 
asserted by the first British pioneers who shortly thereafter 
occupied the country, then a virgin to contact with the white man, 
and a whole literature arose identifying the legendary Ofir with 
the enigmatic Zimbabwe. Today there is no longer any doubt that 
those magnificent structures record a large and genuinely African 
civilization whose collapse, in addition, was inseparably bound 
up with the destruction by the Portuguese of the rich east coast 
cities. The marvelous gold jewels found in 1932 in Mapungubwe 
Hill brought only further confirmation of the fact that a large 
black culture had flourished in central southern Africa, a culture 
in which not even the artistic refinement molded in delicate 
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jewelry works was missing. 

But for nascent European imperi a 1 ism, at a time when Di srae 1 i and 
Bismark looked upon Africa as a zoological park and mineral re
serve, ruins such as Zimbabwe simply couldn't have had African 
roots. It was preferable to resort to mythology and accept the 
dogma that the blacks were never capable of creating a great civi
lization ... 

For many decades the Portuguese brutalities of the Quinhentos 
era were repeated and expanded upon to an enormous degree. The 
conquest of Africa, realized around the ti.me of our grandparents, 
was a monstrous succession of crimes. Whether the colonial force 
was English, Portuguese, German, Belgian or French, the phenomenon 
which occurred at every point where the Europeans arrived in num
ber was the despoilation of the black by the white. Driven from 
their lands, the Afr1cans were treated like wild animals. The 
vandalism of the conqueror destroyed everything, beginning with 
the social structures. And the primary objective was clearly the 
degradation of the "natives", the elimination of the black as a 
present or future interlocutor, rather than the satisfaction of 
immediate economic needs. The deliberate impoverishment of the 
Africans was of greater concern to the colonial proconsuls and 
chancelleries than the enrichment of the white colonists. In con
temporary Rhodesia, for example, as recently as 1957, only one 
mi 11 ion one hundred thousand acres of the forty-eight mi 11 ion occu
pied by white farmers were actually being cultivated. What was 
important was to obtain, through the misery of the Africans, a 
cheap labor force for the European mines and plantations. 

The destruction of African subsistence agriculture thus be
came, chiefly in the rich mineral regions of the south, the number 
one objective of imperialist policy. When the alienation of lands 
was not sufficient in itself to break up the old self-sufficiency, 
a head tax was introduced as the coup de gPace. Before, the land 
had no price, nor was it sold; individual property was unknown. 
With the arrival of the "civilizers" everything changed. And 
wherever European laws ran into unexpected resistance, military 
force was used to guarantee the plunder. Turning the pages of re
cent African history we come across cases such as that of the 
Wameru people in what was then Tanganyika. After being expelled 
from lands which were theirs for centuries, the Wameru struggled 
for 16 years in order to buy them back only to face a cruel 
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massacre a decade later when they refused to respect a new expul
sion order ... 

In Africa, as in almost every place where economic underde
velopment is a reality, the predominance of foreign capital signi
fies that production is oriented towards export. And who makes 
the law, who dictates prices, is the tentacled branch of imperial
ism which dominates the country - be it still living under colonial 
status or having ascended to a more or less effective political 
independence. 

If imperialism is by definition exploitative, it is easy to 
imagine the extremes it reached in southern Africa, which some 
have compared to a "fabulous nugget". The ensemble of the Congo
Zambia-Rhodesia-Malawi-Mozambique-South Africa-Angola (with the 
subsoil of Malawi and Rhodesia being much less rich than that of 
the others) constitutes the largest mineral empire in the world, 
the most formidable concentration of metals on the planet. Those 
mines of legend produce half of the diamonds, half of the alumi
nium (bauxite), a third of the copper and chromium, sixty percent 
of the gold and cobalt, forty percent of the manganese, fifteen 
percent of the lead and tin and ten percent of the uranium of the 
world. And to ensure that nothing is left out, known deposits of 
petroleum are considerable, especially in Angola. Hence, the 
immense power of the gigantic monopolies which control the prodi
gious accumulation of wealth is obvious. Some of their annual 
profits, such as those of Anglo-American Corporation, American 
Metal and Societe Generale, are represented by sums equivalent to 
the growing Brazilian federal budget. It is not strange, there
fore, that such Goliaths are able to foment wars, organize coups
d'etats, make and unmake governments. And it is always Africa 
which loses. No matter how great the contradiction of interests 
between the various imperialist powers, and despite their quarrels 
and differences, there exists among them, as Medhi Ben Barka has 
said, a fundamental unity: of the colonizers against the colonized, 
of the oppressors against the oppressed. 

The survival of the "holy Alliance" in southern Africa, 
Salazar-Verwoerd-Ian Smith, constitutes the most flagrant proof of 
the hypocrisy of the great imperialist powers. In the United 
Nations Organization (UNO) London and Washington are able to 
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tolerate, though with the greatest reservations, resolutions being 
passed which condemn the more obviously inhuman practices of the 
Salisbury, Lisbon and Pretoria regimes. But in practice, they are 
opposed to all concrete measures of solidarity with the national 
movements of Angola, Mozambique, Zimbabwe (Rhodesia) and South 
Africa which are fighting for the liberation of these countries. 
As for the large mineral monopolies, their support of colonialism 
is ostensive and insolent. They openly confess their preference 
for the inhuman structures of regimes of colonial slavery. 

Paradoxically, Africa is today the continent with the most 
numerous representation in the UNO. This fact not only expresses 
the success of the various national liberation movements, it re
veals also a change in attitude on the part of imperialism. As 
Sekou Tour~ stresses, there came a moment when the more brutal 
form of colonialism, which treated the Africans like animals, was 
in a general way.replaced by a more flexible policy. Colonialism 
began to present itself as the supreme expression of justice, cul
ture and civilization. This was a brief phase, preceding the ad
vent of neocolonialism. In a half dozen years, the African map 
was filled with new States. England, France and Belgium understood 
that within the new correlation of forces established in Africa 
and throughout the world, all their plans to eradicate the national 
liberation movements were doomed to inevitable failure. The inde
pendence of many of those former colonies is more apparent than 
real, but nonetheless the process of transformation of their 
political, social and economic structures ceased being a mere 
appendage of imperial policy. 

Only one of the traditional colonial powers intransigently 
refused to concede independence to its African colonies. Precisely 
the most backward, the one which was, and is, simultaneously both 
a colonial and a colonized country: Portugal. The response of 
Salazar to the wind of liberty blowing over Africa was of a bureau
cratic nature; he no longer designated the "colonies" as such, but 
forthwith ca 11 ed them "Overseas Provinces". 

The Africans under Portuguese domination then began, by force 
of arms, trying to achieve that which had been denied them through 
negotiations. Three colonial wars were the result of the criminal 
blindness of Portuguese fascism: in Angola, Guine-Bissau and 
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Mozambique. 

This book contains an explanation of the first of these wars. 
It is the first work of an Angola intellectual revolutionary ever 
published in Brazil. 

America Boavida belongs to a generation whose existence is 
being modeled in an inexorable way by the awakening African con
science. A generation which, for Africa, is of the same signifi
cance as that of Bolivar, San Martin, O'Higgins, Miranda, Morelos 
and others for America. Their comrades in struggle, leaders such 
as Agostinho Neto, Mario de Andrade, Arnilcar Cabral and Ma1:elino 
dos Santos, have reached the stage of history a decade after the 
arrival of men like N'krurnah, Sekou Toure and Modibo Keita. The 
task which history has imposed upon them is incomparably more 
difficult than that assumed by those who conquered independence 
at the conference table. Portuguese colonialism is the most retro
grade, the most implacable, the most blind of colonialisms. Sala
zar, its supreme priest, is an inquisitorial figure, turned toward 
the past, with eyes shut to even the most obvious evidence of the 
historic process. \-/hen ever he. decided to modify or reform the sy
stem of exploitation, this has had the effect of aggravating things 
for the Africans. The means which colonial reformism makes use of 
today, as Dr. Boavida points out, "makes it an enemy all the more 
dangerous for the Angolan people". 

Anyone who, by chance, has any doubts regarding the opportu
nity or the justice of the cause which has taken the Angolans to 
armed insurgency, will lose them in the course of reading this 
book. It is a work of demystification and an unanswerable critique 
against the most obscurantist of all colonial regimes. Its chap
ters were composed in the brief leisure moments which the author 
found in his revolutionary life. 

Am~rico Boavida is a doctor. His experience as a militant in 
thP Movimento Popular de Libertar;ao de Angola (Popular Movement for 
the Liberation of Angola - MPLA) put him into particularly intimate 
contact with the sufferings of the Angolan people. During his 
period of exile as a freedom fighter, which was marked at various 
stages by travels reaching as far as Conakry and Rabat, he wit
ne~sed the Congolese frontier tragedy of the northern Angolan pop
ul~tion exodus, when in '61 and '62 the repressive fury of Salizar
i:: colonialism was unleashed againd an innocent people. Founder 
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and president of the Comite Voluntario Angolano de Auxilio aos Ref
ugiados (Angolan Voluntary Committee for Refugee Aid), he observed 
on a day-to-day basis the encampments of great misery, of hunger 
and of pain, that were the price of the courageous option of a 
people in their fight for liberty. 

With brilliant understanding, America Boavida knows how to 
distinguish between the Portuguese people and Portuguese fascism. 
He does not hold the former responsible for the crimes of the lat
ter. 

Portugal is paying very dearly for the irresponsible and crim
inal policy of Salazar. Its youth is being thrown into monstrous 
wars, pushed into performing atrocities of which the nation does 
not approve. "The liberation of the Portuguese colonies," as 
Alvaro Cunhal writes in Rumo a Vitoria, "is not only just for the 
respective colonized peoples. It is also an imperious necessity 
for the liberation of the Portuguese people. And the sooner the 
better. If Portugal wishes to be free, the Portuguese colonies 
must be free. To defend the right of the peoples of the Portuguese 
colonies to independence signifies, in the literal sense of the 
term, the defense also of the right of the Portuguese people to 
true national independence." 

It is this, unfortunately, which many Brazilians have not yet 
understood. At this moment, to love Portugal is not to defend the 
bloody colonial wars: it is being in solidarity with the African 
patriots in the fight they are waging against Salizarist colonial
ism. The criminal fascist policy is carving an abyss between 
Portugal and the colonized peoples, reducing the possibilities for 
friendly relations between the Portuguese State and the future in
dependent States of Angola, Mozambique and Guine-Bissau. The 
exercise by the peoples of these colonies of the right to indepen
dence is thus one of the essential political objectives of the de
mocratic and national Portuguese revolution. 

In the early days of the 19th Century there were many Portu
guese who added their strength to the efforts of the Brazilian 
patriots who were fighting for independence. Some died fighting 
for the freedom of Brazil. To them goes m_y respect. Following 
their example,and proud of that Portuguese tradition, m_y solidarit_y 
is not going to the pilots and paratroopers of Salazar,assassins of 
defenseless populations: it is directed, openly and warmly, to the 
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anonymous heroes who, in the forests and swamps of Angola, Guine
Bissau and Mozambique, fight against the military-fascist machine 
of terror and genocide, living again the deeds of Kankan Moussa and 
Samory Toure. Those who in Africa are pointing out the road to 
progress, those who incarnate man's eternal fight in defense of 
liberty, are patriots such as America Boavida and not the desper
ate generals and proconsuls of a moribund colonialism. 
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"You will work to know where 
that silver comes from, and also 
any other metals; and if they 
exist and are to be found in 
their own land or another's and 
how far away; and if they are 
looked after, and if it is hard 
to get them out, tr•ying to 
us samples of them oU. " 

* The King, D. Manuel 

Extract from the Regimento of 16 February 1520 to Baltazar de 
Castro, on the silver mines of Cambambe - Kingdom of Angola. 
(Cited by Jose Ribeiro da Cruz in Geogmphy of Angola, from the 
Angola Archives, vol. 11, pp. 9-10.) 
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INTRODUCTION 

Multi-racialism constitutes the most recent mystification in 
the history of Portuguese colonialism employed to justify the par
ticular nature of its parasitism. The process of mystifying and 
obscuring the true nature of colonialism in general, and of Portu
guese colonialism in particular, is a long one. It consists of 
formulating and utilizing various themes of an apology capable of 
sensitizing and deceiving the masses, themes which pretend to em
brace the formal ideals of a civilization in permanent contradic
tion. 

In the first phase, under the panegyric of Christianizing the 
savages, the Portuguese rulers conscripted for their armies and 
caravels the ignorant peasants, criminals and adventurers in order 
to defend the conquests of a civilization said to be menaced by 
barbarians and infidels. 

Later, under the banner of "Extending the Faith and the 
Empire", an attempt was made to justify a policy of expansionism 
and conquest which arose subsequent to Portugal's independence. 
The progress of science and technology in Europe proyided condi
tions which faci 1 itated the task of "giving new worlds to the 
world"--when its people set out in search of gold and spices. 

Under the imperative of defending a heritage and territories 
in which the civilizing mission had not yet been completed, the 
Portuguese occupied by war and by force countries and territories 
which constituted solely a market of forced laborers and slaves for 
the mines and plantations of the New World. 

And now it is "the divine mission of an elect people", bastion 
of Western civilization in the war against communism, which serves 
as justification for the financial oligarchy in Portugal and her 
allies. It is this anti-communist mystique which is used to touch 
and manipulate the naive mentalities of the Portuguese people, so 
as to remove them from their lands and send them to the colonies to 
collaborate in the oppression and exploitation of peoples who have 
risen against foreign domination. 

Along with the splitting of the atom and the conquest of 
space, we are witnessing in this second half of the 20th Century 
the affirmation of principles of a new humanism, imposed by the 
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conquests of science upon the conscience of a11 humanity. 

Qbscurantism and superstition are impotent in the face of 
scientific enlightenment among the people. The conspiracy of si
lence which favored ignorance and superstition disappears when con
fronted with the Press, Radio, Cinema, Television and so many other 
means that science places at the service of culture and human pro
gress. It is no longer possible to mystify the factors which con
dition Ideas, Morality, Logic and Reason. Today all peoples have 
within their reach those elements furnished by the contradictions 
of a social system which permits them to know and to interpret his
toric facts. 

Opposition to colonialism, including the opposition of the 
Portuguese people, is becoming greater each day. At this crossroad 
of history, Portuguese colonialism, because of the particular na
ture of its infrastructure and underdevelopment, struggles in a 
context where two positions are clearly defined: on the one hand, 
peoples and countries with a highly developed science and means of 
industrial production, and on the other hand, peoples and countries 
with raw materials but with neither the scientific knowledge nor 
the industrial means for transforming them. 

In its death agony Portuguese colonialism has desperately and 
simultaneously sought, first, an ideological weapon which will en
able it to confuse popular consciousness as regards the economic 
and financial interests of the Portuguese oligarchy in the colonial 
adventure and, second (and this is yet more difficult), an economic 
and technological development capable of thrusting it into the 
mainstream of industrialized powers which are contending for the 
technical and financial "aid" to the territories and underdeveloped 
countries emerging from colonial status. 

In the Portuguese "cofonial reforms", the new Rural liJork Code 
is projected ideologically so as to perpetuate the mystique and 
justification of the Portuguese "civilizing mission"; it al so rep
resents a desperate atter.ipt by the Portuguese regime to adapt it
self to the new conditions created by the irreversible movement of 
national liberation. 

The new and immature concepts of autonomy, self-determination 
dGd multiracial integration which the agents of super-national 
g,oupings are advancing will not be able to withstand the criti-
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cisms which are laying bare their true objectives: the continued 
and joint exploitation and dividing up of the riches of the 
colonized Portuguese territories. 

But if, on the one hand, the nature and fundamental objectives 
of colonialism, and of Portuguese colonialism in particular, are 
very well known, the means it employs in vainly attempting to sur
vive its historic last gasp, and the ways in which it attempts to 
disguise itself so as to justify and benefit from a possible toler
ance, make it an even more dangerous enemy for the Angolan people. 

Put forward as an example by the defenders of classical colo
nialism, and utilized as a means of penetration by the powers of 
modern colonialism, Portuguese colonialism in its particular form 
of underdevelopment and parasitism adds to a first phase, charac
terized by the liquidation of the political, social and economic 
structures of the kingdoms and peoples which it subdued by force, a 
second phase of collective exploitation of these territories. 

At a time in history when humanity worries and struggles to
ward a solution of economic and social problems "in the interest of 
the overwhelming majority of the world's population, the necessary 
facts thrust themselves forward in order to elaborate the princi
ples and the forms of organization which will guarantee this natu
ral development." 

The agreements ratified in the name of the Angolan people by 
successive colonial governments in Portugal--monarchist, republi
can, liberal or totalitarian--confront the true and legitimate rep
resentatives of the Angolan people in a qualitatively different 
context. Defense of the genuine interests of the vast majority in 
the country demands that the clauses as well as the spirit of the 
agreements signed with the monopolies and governments which ex
ploit the people of Angola and the riches of their territory be 
denounced. In relating directly, as interlocutors, with these 
monopolies and governments, the people's representatives are re
sponsible for defending the freedom and progress of the oppressed 
and exploited population of Angola, and for guaranteeing their 
right to participate in the profits and benefit from the wealth 
of their country. 

The prophylaxis for the convulsions of decolonization presup
pose new patterns being established in the relationships with the 
industrialized powers, patterns distinct from existing ones with 
the former colonizers. The dialogue with countries which control 
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the technical and financial means for exploiting the riches of the 
Angolan territory presupposes from the start that the scope of ac
tivities in both time and space be defined specifically for each 
country or power. In the economic field, the problems of common 
planning and of exchanges of "regional economic complexes" which 
form the.base of joint defense and rational exploitation of the raw 
materials and foodstuffs of neighboring territories; the problems 
of obtaining and utilizing industrial equipment which will enhance 
diversification in traditional areas of production and manufactures 
imposed by colonialism; the problems of obtaining credits for eco
nomic and industrial development without jeopardizing or limiting 
our sovereignty or engaging in military pacts contrary to the in
terests of the country;--these considerations will force new condi
tions upon our relationships with all powers capable of assisting 
us in the realization of these objectives. 

In the cultural field, the common history of the pre-colonial 
epoch will lead to close collaboration in the rennaissance of the 
ancestral civilizations which flourished in urban centers and among 
populations with common borders. 

In the social field, a whole vast operation will be oriented 
toward bringing the various populations together in educational 
campaigns which will liberate them from complexes, from myths and 
inhibitions which characterized the relationships imposed by the 
privileged minorities upon the oppressed and exploited majorities. 

And, finally, public health. In contrast to the practice of 
the colonial administration, we shall have to give priority to 
solving the medical and sanitation problems in the countryside, 
among rural populations remote from urban centers. We shall have 
to create the conditions necessary for the complete extermination 
of endemic diseases which yearly take the lives of thousands of 
Angolans. 

Parasitism and privilege cannot survive within the new rela
tionships of complete equality and mutual respect among the commu
nities, governm~nts and countries, large and small, which qualify 
to collaborate 1n the reconstruction and progress of Angola. 

Arneri co Boavida 
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PART ONE 

The Political Context 
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CHAPTER 
1 

The New Rural labor Code 

It is as yet irrrpossible to dis
tinguish the earthquake from its 
cause: whether it is the tyranny, 
the dominating oppression, or the 
people, the freedom which is rising 
up.* 

Jorge Amado 

The New Rural Labor Code, in effect since l October 1962, 
brought into being by Decree-Law No. 44309 on 27 April 1962: 

1 --- Makes no distinction in establishing for " ... the whole 
national territory and for all persons, the general rules which 
discipline the right to work, whose fundamental basis is in the 
Political Constitution of the Portuguese Republic and in the Sta
tute of National Labor";l 

2 --- Confirms Article No. 106 of the Portuguese Constitution? 

3 --- Reinforces the principle that places the economy of the 
colony in direct subordination to the necessities of Portugal and 
in the formal condition of supplier of raw materials, thus conti
nuing in the liquidation of peasant social and economic structures; 

4 --- Fails to restore to the peasants the lands from which 

*Jorge Amado, ABC de Castro Alves. Livraria Martins, 
1957. 
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they were driven by the occupation and, to the contrary, through 
the Settlement Boards proceeds in a massive distribution of addi
tional lands to European colonizers sent from Portugal expressly 
for this purpose; 

5 --- Promotes the compulsory settlement in new agricultural 
areas of soldiers belonging to the colonial army; 

6 --- The new Code of Rural Labor officially acknowledges that 
after five centuries of "honorable Portuguese experiment ... the task 
of occupation and development of the overseas territories implied 
acceptance of the fact that the African population, because of its 
economic weakness and correspondingly little-developed division of 
labor, was not in a condition to effectively defend its rights and 
interests within a system characterized by wages" ;3 thus was for
mulated the rationale for repressing the activities of institu
tions such as trade unions, the free exercise of democratic and 
political activities, and other means of socially organizing the 
proletarian and peasant masses. 

7 --- It permits itself, with the irresponsibility and impuni
ty which police and repressive structures guarantee to the fascist 
Portuguese government, to state that " ... by Order No. 17,771 of 16 
June 1960, we make uniform for all of the national territory the 
criteria for determining minimum wages and we establish the rule of 
absolute contractual freedom to determine wages beyond the legally 
guaranteed minimum. 11 4 

8 --- It adds, in the above mentioned Rural Labor Code, that 
" ..• the task which today is called social advancement, or rural 
well-being, or community development, depends on the collaborative 
attitude of the population."5 

9 --- And, lastly, we must note the contempt which the Portu
guese Government has shown for the decisions of international or
ganizations, especially for the resolutions of the United Nations 
Organization. 

We are forced to conclude that: 

--- the slave-based policy of the Portuguese government is 
contrary to resolutions 15.14 (XV) and 15.42 (XV), which deal with 
the granting of independence to colonized peoples and countries, 
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and contradicts the right of self-determination of the Angolan 
people solemnly proclaimed by the General Assembly of the United 
Nations in December 1960: -- "Angola, including Cabinda, non-self
governing territory under Portuguese administration, is a non-self
governing territory covered by the resolutions of the Charter of 
the United Nations, Chapter XI 11 ;6 

--- "It is incompatible with the principle of equal rights for 
a 11 Portuguese citizens," proclaimed by the Portuguese Government; 

--- "The part played by the majority of 'rural' Africans will 
be to provide manual agricultural labor";7 

--- The Angolan peasants continue not being free to dispose of 
their persons or their lands - given that " ... the official point of 
view does not hold that it is necessary to proceed with agrarian 
reforms 11 ;8 --- there were constructed, "actually as a first mea
sure, ten villages in the region of Uije which will receive fami
lies coming from Portugal and ex-servicemen( .•. ) who will receive 
all the help necessary to cultivate their lands and initiate cattle
breeding119 --- The Portuguese Government intends to use the 
Angolan peasantry as a "means of perpetuating the bonds of colon
ialism" contrary to the spirit of Resolution No. 15.14 (XV) of the 
U.N. General Assembly;I0 

--- It aims to confuse the question of rural Angolan wage
earners, since "two so-called Portuguese citizens," one black and 
the other European, both illiterate and employing their own labor 
to cultivate similar crops (millet, sweet potatoes, etc.), and 
though governed by the same pPovision of the RUPal Code, receive 
different wages: the black gets $0.60 and the European $4 a week 
for the same work; 

--- The spirit of mystification was clearly defined by the 
Sub-Committee of Five, charged with enquiring into the situation 
in Angola. In its Final Report to the U.N. General Assembly the 
Sub-Committee states that: "The reforms announced up to this time 
by Portugal are not of a nature to satisfy the political demands of 
the Angolan people. ( ... ) The Portuguese Government does not take 
into consideration the resolve of the Angolan nationalist to conti
nue the struggle";II 

--- The increasingly great and aggressive preparations to 
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continue its genocidal war in Angola constitute incontrovertible 
testimony that the slave-based colonial government of Salazar, 
through false propaganda revolving around social and economic re
forms and laws in Angola, intends to indefinitely retain its colo
nial domination over the above mentioned territory; 

Thus, "the Di6-rio do Governo PortugufJs published in January 
1963 a report strongly approving and- setting out the respective 
budgets for the Air, Land and Naval Forces of the Angolan Province. 
The totals, in dollars, were. $10,805,130.00, 2,336,360.00 and 
884,060.00 respectively." 

In addition, "according to an Order of the Overseas Ministry, 
in the section dealing with 'National Defence - Armed Forces', a 
special credit of $420,133.00 was made available to Angola"; 12 

In the General State Budget for 1964, the items devoted to ex
penditures for national defence and public security were increased 
by more than 15.5 thousand contos in comparison with the year 1963; 
that is, to 2,593.4 thousand and 2,609.3 thousand contos respect
ively ,l 3 

Finally, to crown this whole insane policy, the Portuguese 
National Assembly passed a motion which undercut all possibilities 
of a dialogue with Lisbon. More specifically, the Portuguese Na
tional Assembly at its meeting of 11 January 1964 "... unanimously 
approved without discussion" the fol lowing motion introduced by 
five deputies:14 

"The National Assembly, conscious of legitimately representing 
the will of the Portuguese People, and entirely identified with the 
Government in its firm and unwavering decision of defending to the 
maximum limit of their resources the integrity of the Fatherland, 
so gravely menaced, 

a) whole-heartedly supports without reservation the policy of 
intransigent defense of the patrimonial territory and of national 
unity, along with the means adopted for its realization - which are 
considered to be the only adequate means, 

b) conveys to the venerable Chief of State the gratitude of 
the Country, which he himself so nobly personifies, for his timely 
visit to the overseas provinces of Angola, Sao Tome and Principe, 
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and at the same time for the superior criterion with which he has 
overseen the determination and execution of the above policy, 

c) manifests to the President of the Council full applause 
for the actions undertaken and re-affirms full confidence in their 
continuation, 

d) assures the Government of the certainty that it is inter
preting with absolute fidelity the sentiments of the Nation, 

e) expresses its acknowledgement to the Armed Forces for the 
manner in which they are defending the national territory and pays 
homage to those who sacrificed and gave their lives for the Father
land." 
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CHAPTER 

2 

The Pseudo-Reformism 

of the Colonial Portuguese 

Contact with the new culture and the new civilization carried 
by those Portuguese who reached the mouth of the Congo River at 
the end of the 15th Century sparked among the more enlightened 
chiefs of neighboring kingdoms the idea of initiating a new era of 
progress and cooperation with distant kingdoms in the north of the 
African continent and in Western Europe - of whose existence they 
had earlier come to know well. 

The Portuguese colonial adventure was thus able to take ad
vantage of the goodwill of kings and nobles in these newly dis
covered lands, leaders who at other times had to be faced arms in 
hand because of the general discontent among their subjects caused 
by the presence of European foreigners. 

The abusive interjection of missionaries and Portuguese slave
traders into the internal affairs of life of these people, contrary 
to the aims used to justify their presence in these territories, 
was of decisive importance in creating this climate of discontent. 

On the other hand, the real intentions of the Portuguese crown 
vis-a-vis these lands were assuming a clearer shape as relations 
between them were being defined by ambassadors from Lisbon and the 
African chiefs. All technological, material, economic, cultural 
and religious powers were employed against the kings, the nobles 
and what were to become the "Angolan" populations, with the aim of 
establishing relations the basis of which consisted of nothing save 
the commercial and mercantile exploitation of all the wealth of 
these countries and the physical exploitation of the African him
self. 

The Portuguese were never sidetracked by obstacles in the path 
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of consolidating the results of their "crusade". And today, five 
centuries later -- the liquidation of traditional Angolan tribal 
and clan structures appears to us as the principal reflex of a 
'~ivilizing mission" spanning an epoch of five centuries. 

Indeed, with the passing of centuries, these were the sole 
"benefits" brought to the Africans by the Portuguese presence in 
Angola. When the Portuguese kings of the early 15th Century order
ed their ambassadors "to load the ships ... with cargos of copper, 
ivory and slaves", or when they advised their subjects "to act in 
such a manner that there were no blacks who knew how to work with 
stone and lime, or with iron ... so that they should not become 
powerful", or again, when the traditional chiefs were obliged, 
under force, to renounce for the exclusive benefit of the Portu
guese Crown "the mountains of gold and silver" ... "the mining is
l and of Luanda", etc .15 -- it could not have been otherwise for 
the fundamental and traditional structures of the Angolans. 

In a second stage, at the end of the 19th Century and beginning 
of the 20th, the abuses of colonization to which the traditionru in
stitutions were subjected--crowned in 1928 by the Natives' Statute 
and the Forced Labor Code--caused the disintegration of theeconomic, 
social and political architecture of Angolan genius in the period 
and accelerated th~ regression of productive forces. Portuguese col
onial policy consisted in nothing else than securing the commercial 
and mercantile exploitation of lands which they had just finished 
"pacifying". 

In our time, and in a new stage, Portuguese colonial policy 
has oriented itself around the pretence of reformism. The Colo
nialist Portuguese, in effect, through fraudulent propaganda, 
have endeavoured to gain acceptance for the falsehood that the new 
projects and the new institutions brought into being these last 
years -- and which are no more than a consequence of the armed re
bellion of the Angolan people -- have as their objective to bring 
about the participation of the indigenous population in the admin
istrative, political, economic and social life of the country. 

Thus, for example: 

-- Decree No. 44,111, published in the Botetim Oficiat No. 5, 
31 January 1962 authorized "the creation of the Institute of Labor, 
Planning and Social Assistance in Angola"; 
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-- Ministerial Resolution No. 19,004, published in the Bole
tim Oficial No. 17, series 1 , of 25 April 1962, ratifies "Conven
tion No. 81, regcrding the inspection of labor in industry and 
commerce, adopted by the 30th General Conference of the Interna
tional Labor Organization, which met in Geneva"; 

-- Decree-Law No. 44,309, published in the Boletim Oficial No. 
22, series l, of 31 May 1962, eliminates "the Indigenous Labor 
Code, the Provincial Statute, and all resolutions, writs and com
plementary legislation brought into effect by Decree-Law No. 
16,199"; 

-- Ministerial Resolution No. 3,301, published in the BoZetim 
Oficial No. 37, series l , of 15 September 1966, authorizes the 
establishment of the Social Action Fund of Labor in Angola"; 

-- Legislative Act No. 3,280, published in the Boletim OficiaZ 
No. 30, series l, of 18 July 1962 and 27 July 1962, establishes a 
new "regulation on the concession and occupation of lands"; 

-- Ministerial Resolution published in Boletim Oficial No. 1, 
series l, of 5 January 1963, regulates "the supplementary condi
tions of labor of the indigenous workers"; 

-- Legislative Act No. 3,339, published in Boletim Oficial No. 
6, series l, of 9 February 1963, establishes "base wages and 
supplementary wages for workers in the 1st, 2nd and 3rd classes 
under Legislative Act No. 2,812 of the Indigenous Labor Code of 
27 February 1957"; 

-- Ministerial Order No. 12,986, published in the Boletim 
OficiaZ No. 49, series l, of 7 December 1963, confirms the "Sta
tute of the Sanitary Assistance Fund" for the natives; 

-- Decrees Nos. 15,361 and 15,362 published in Boletim OficiaZ 
No. 50, of 14 December 1963, establishes, in accordance with the 
General Conference of the International Labor Organization, of the 
Society of Nations, "the rule of eight hours of work per day and 
forty-eight hours per week, in all industrial establishments"; 

-- Resolution No. 13,052, published in the Boletim OficiaZ 
No. 52, series l, of 28 December 1963, decrees the "recommendations 
of the Rural Labor Code for the alin,entary regimen of indigenous 

32 



workers"; 

Etc., etc., etc .. 

Nevertheless, the colonialist Portuguese persist in refusing 
the Angolan peoples and populations the right to he Angolans, and 
have also imposed through a new statute Portuguese citizenship on 
all indigenous peoples. 

In truth -- and due to facts imposed by its own industrial 
underdevelopment -- Portugal is seeking to evade the contradic
tions it must face, and create in Angola a special structure which 
will allow it to continue its commercial and mercantile secular 
vocation. 

The new system which the Lisbon government has instituted in 
Angola, a type of open zone for the free employment of capital and 
international investments, constitutes the final encroachment upon 
the sovereignty of the Angolan people, and unmasks the real inten
tions of the pseudo-reformist colonial Portuguese which we are 
witnessing. 

It is common knowledge that almost all of the traditional An
golan societies one encounters are in a state of primitive commu
nal ism. Agriculture, cattle raising and fishing remain today the 
essential characteristics of social organization; and barter is 
the fundamental feature of exchange relations among these people. 

Well, the Governor General, who presided over the session of 
the Angolan Legislative Council in Luanda on 9 November 1965 
announced "that a Ministerial Legislative Resolution has just 
forbidden exchange through bartering throughout the country, 
whether in markets, shops or rural establishments". 

This measure of revolting cynicism has as its main objective 
stimulating the flow of indigenous agricultural reserves to the 
European colonizers ... and puts the attentive observer on the real 
tracks of the maneuvers of the Portuguese colonialists and their 
allies in Angola. And, as if these measures were not enough, the 
liquidation of the.remaining timid presence of indigenous culture 
and traditions is being completed. Thus it is that the African 
Associations -- which were already totally dominated, depersonal
ized and utilized by colonial authorities as means of propaganda 
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and of exalting the "civilizing mission of the Portuguese" in 
Angola -- are being progressively restricted. The Regional Asso
ciation of Native Angolans has just been eliminated. "In its 
place there appears the Beneficent and Cultural Association of 
Angola. 11 l6 

Even the designation "African" is an abuse to the civilizing 
work of the Portuguese in Africa! And ... it won't be long now be
fore even the proper name of this "overseas province" will cease 
to be officially recognized in Portuguese colonial nomenclature .... 

The new associations, being designed to "defend and preserve 
the integrity of the Portuguese Nation . and the principles of 
Christian morality traditional in the country",17 delineate very 
clearly what is in truth hidden by the much heralded colonial re
formism ... in typical Salazarist fashion. 
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CHAPTER 
3 

Natural History of the War in Angola 

There arrives a moment in 
history when the colonized, the 
exploited African, becomes con
scious of his condition and of 
himself; but it is not possible 
for him to be conscious of his 
situation without revolting 
against it, because revolt is 
the only human reaction to the 
recognition of an inhuman condi
tion. Oh, the exploited man 
doesn't separate his destiny 
from that of others. His indi
vidual misfortune is, in fact, 
a collective misfortune; it is 
due to the economic, political 
and social structures of the 
society ·in which he lives. 

Unity of action and a rev
olutionary will appear, then, as 
the logical consequence of the 
acquisition of consciousness by 
the African, whose individual re
volt becomes, through the force 
of event, a collective revolt. 

Jean-Paul Sartre* 

* Quoted by Jean Ziegler (ed), in The Counter-Revolution in Africa 
Payot, 31 December 1963. Page 26. 
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The Portuguese first reached the mouth of the river Zaire in 
1482. The general discontent with the foreign presence was iITTlle
diate. The court was divided long before the mission conducted by 
Rui de Souza, in 1490, established first contact "with the powerful 
black king MUENE-E-CONGO-A-CUUM, Lord of the Congo, who lived with 
his court in Ambassy, many days journey into the interior from the 
mouth of the river."18 

And, "the first armed rebellion took place in 1491 "19 under 
the command of Panzo-A-Nginga, who refused to receive baptism and 
the new laws imposed by the missionaries and military personnel 
coming from Portugal. 

During the five centuries of foreign presence, the N'Golas 
never ceased their resistence to the European invader. The heroic 
deeds of the peoples and populations of Angola in the Resistance to 
the invader and in the Struggle for FREEDOM have already become 
legend. The English explorer Mr. Barth, in 1788, refers to the 
fact of their being "permanently in rebellion and of their never 
being dominated except by force and with the pouring of blood". 

In the course of two centuries of slaving, "when they didn't 
manage to revolt before reaching the Americas, they revolted after 
reaching land".20 

The unforgetable exploits of Queen N'Ginga, "who for thirty
six years personified the armed Resistance of the whole Angolan 
people against the European invader" ;21 the epic struggle of the 
N'Golas of the Palmares Republic in the interior of the Brazilian 
Northeast, where for nearly seventy years they laid the foundations 
of a free and prosperous territory; and the revolts of Angolans in 
Sao Tome, for Liberty and Independence--are but aspects of the per
manent state of war against Portuguese domination. 22 

"To demonstrate this truth, it is important to remember that 
even as late as the second decade of the 20th Century certain tribes, 
almost at the doorstep of Luanda, such as the Dembos, opposed with 
victorious tenacity our occupation of their territories." 23 

The historical meaning of the war in Angola, where the Angolan 
people oppose the Portuguese colonial forces and their allies, is 
explained in the framework of a class struggle. This is a war of an 
oppressed community against an oppressing minority. A war between 
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s1aves and slave-holders, of forced laborers in the countryside 
against the colonial masters of plantations and farms, of factory 
workers and apprentices against employers and foremen. It is a 
war against the oppressive apparatus of a European minority in an 
African community, with contradictory and irreconcilable economic 
interests. 

The contradictions of the capitalist system which have "set 
the Angolan territory in the center of a controversy of Western 
World level 11 ,24 have aggravated the existing relations between the 
Portuguese administration and the natural desire of the Angolan 
people for socio-economic independence. The Portuguese Government, 
obliged to strengthen the oppression of its exploitative system in 
Angola, seeks to satisfy the insatiable appetite of the imperialist 
powers which collectively share the wealth of the Angolan subsoil. 
And it struggles, impotently, before the demands of all the ~p
pressed, exploited and discontented classes, which constitute the 
element upon which rests the system of Portuguese slavery as well 
as the whole collective neocolonial structure of the imperialist 
powers in Angola. 

The war for self-determination, for the guaranteed right of 
existence as a State, for the right to utilize all the means which 
sovereignty confers--for the total liquidation of the economic, 
social and political structures, MAINTAINED THROUGH FORCE BY A 
FOREIGN POWER, is legitimate, just and a defense of the "inalien
able, inviolate and immutablf' rights of the Angolan community. 

The.police system employed in Angola by the Portuguese author
ities makes difficult the task of Angolan nationalists, as it has 
hindered from the time of its imposition their gaining a knowledge 
of the most appropriate methods to employ in the process of decolo
nization. The armed struggle,at the same time as it requires a dis
persion of technical cadres and impedes the natural evolution to11ard 
the future exercise of sovereignty, forces these same cadres, on 
the other hand, to go beyond such stages and to face the responsi
bility of building more advanced social formations. 

In the external sphere, the war of the Angolan people moves 
parallel to the progress achieved in the international field in the 
area of decolonization--thanks, above all, to the more enlightened 
at tion of the MPLA militants. At the internal level, the gains 
achieved are less well known. 
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It is imperative, from the start, that Angolan ethnologists, 
sociologists and economists come to grips with a knowledge of those 
primitive and pre-capitalist societies which earlier characterized 
the social formations of the populations and kingdoms of Angola. 
Upon such Angolan nationalists falls the responsibility of uncover
ing the history of institutions which will reveal to the light of 
scientific knowledge the stages of development attained by the var
ious communities and kingdoms of Angola. 

This study is even more necessary because the success of the 
measures to be applied on the road to progress for that 99.3% of 
the population exploited by the colonial administration dep,mds on 
it. . 

The experience of countries which have rid themselves of the 
colonial yoke shows that the new rulers are not able to count on 
the collaboration of the masses in reconstructing the country when 
the new social and political measures are not in accord in each 
region with the historical stage reached by the respective communi
ties and kingdoms in the pre-colonial epoch. 

The development of agriculture and animal husbandry, of local 
industries, fishing and the cultural heritage of the territories 
and populations coming out of the colonial night, implies a ~igoP
ous saientifia adaptation of new structures to the social condi
tions and knowledge achieved within each one of these regions in 
the spheres of agriculture, fishing, cattle raising, crafts and 
culture. 

Even if contemporary social conditions are within the domain 
of foreign ethnologists and specialists who have come to terms with 
the problem, the latter have nevertheless not come to know of the 
achievements and technical knowledge of these civilizations, so 
strongly defended by the Africans throughout the colonial period 
"profaned" by the European invader. 
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CHAPTER 
4 

The Psychological factor 

in the Colonial War 

The psychological factor of the colonial war in Angola has 
manifested itself profoundly in the mentality of the Portuguese 
people. The nature of the war, and the sacrifices which it imposes 
upon the enslaved and impoverished populations of the countryside 
and factories, has increased the discontent and antipathy of the 
Portuguese people for this Salazarist adventure. 

The progressive and democratic forces which are fighting 
fascism in Portugal have contributed decisively to the demystifica
tion of the Portuguese people and to their becoming conscious of 
the real nature of the wars in Angola and the other Portuguese 
colonies. 

Desertions and clandestine emigrations are increasing without 
let-up. One of the strongest currents of emigration is toward 
France (which constitutes for many the sole possibility of escape), 
and it is stimulated by the desire to escape from the general mo
bilization decreed by the fascist militarists. 

After a long and painful journey across the whole of the 
Iberian Peninsula, Portuguese numbering "from 460 in 1954, to 
6,716 in 1961 and 12,916 in 1962 1125 have entered France clandes
tinely. 

In order to deal with this exodus, "a convention on emigration 
was signed between Portugal and France on 31 December 1963 in the 
Portuguese capital. It states that the French National Department 
of Emigration will open a permanent mission in Lisbon on terms 
agreed with by its Portuguese counterpart ... According to official 
French statistics for 1962, 9,428 Portuguese were working in France; 
that is, 42% more than in 1961. In 1963 there were an additional 
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1,358 temporary workers and 6,108 permanent workers accounted for." 

" ... Aside from this controlled and legal emigration, there ex
ists the clandestine one. The number of Portuguese who, in this 
latest period,26 leave their country so as to take refuge in Franc~ 
is calculated to be between 4,000 and 5,000 per year." 27 The de
mographic survey carried out in mid-1962 estimated the number of 
Portuguese residing officially in France to be 49,700 persons.28 

Equally important is the clandestine emigration from the 
southern frontiers of the country via the Atlantic Ocean. The 
number of Portuguese in Morocco went from 18,000 in 1950 to 30,000 
in 1960. 

The situation developed in such a serious manner that in order 
to fight against this rising psychological state, the Portuguese 
Government reinstituted capital punishment, which had previously 
been abolished in the country. 

The Diario do Govtrano of 17 October 1963 published a Decree
Law in which are found regulations regarding the conditions unctr 
which servicemen, in time of war, can be shot, e.g., certain acts 
overseas 29 supporting desertions or acts of cowardice among the 
Portuguese troops -- actions which themselves are products of the 
colonial war: 

"Article I. -- As in time of war, the crimes foreseen in the 
penal military legislation will be punished in the overseas pro
vinces when military or police operations are being carried out 
with the purpose of combating threats or menaces directed against: 

a) public order, security and tranquility; 
b) the integrity of the national territory. 

"Article 2. -- Infractions committed by military personnel who 
are ordered to render service in the armed forces in the above
mentioned provinces, or who have been mobilized or recruited for 
that purpose -- starting from the moment in which they have know
ledge of the order, will be handled in the same manner as set out 
in Article 111 .30 

Even regarding emigration to America, whose control is more 
effective, the psychological factor of the colonial war in Angola 
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has weighed heavily on the minds of those with greater chances of 
being called up in the mobilizations. And even the percentage mi
gration to Brazil, " ... still the principal destination of our 
emigration, in which peasants, commercial employees and processing 
industry workers constitute the dominant occupational groups", 31 
has suffered noticeable changes·. Thus,.- the percentage migration to 
Brazil, which was 38.6% - of"\he total Portuguese migration in 1960, 
went up to 47.9% in 1961 -- the year of the anned uprising of the 
Angolan people. Due to the measures taken to prevent this psy
chosis, the number of Portuguese migrating to Brazil in 1962 was 
13,565, a figure corresponding to 40.5% of total Portuguese mi
gration for that year. In the years 1953-1962, the number of 
Portuguese emigrants to Brazil reached 195,641 -- a figure re
presenting 57 .6% of all emigration which is controlled by the Por
tuguese authorities. 
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PART TWO 

The Historical Context 
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CHAPTER 
5 

European Settlement 

and Genocide 

... to oppress a class, it is 
necessary at least to be able 
to guarantee it conditions of 
existence that will allow it 
to live in servitude.* 

Karl Marx 

Angola, with l ,660 kilometers of maritime coast dotted with 
numerous small islands and inlets, has a traditional fishing in
dustry which has always been prominent in the economies of the 
various local populations. Luanda Island, with an area of 140 
square kilometers and located about half a kilometer from the main
land, was from the 15th to the 17th Century one of the most flour
ishing centers of Angolan kingdoms. Among the most important 
activities of the epoch were the minting of coins, fishing and a 
developed craft industry. 

" ... this island is a mint for the coin which is used by the 
Congo King and by peoples in the neighboring regions. 11 32 "On this 
island the people use sailboats made from palmtree trunks tied to
gether in the manner of a ship, with a bow and stern and moved by 
oars and sail ,33 They venture as far as the high seas fishing for 
the whale, whose oil is used for their ships. 11 34 

Luanda, which was founded in 1605 and achieved city status in 
1755,35 had in 1854 about l ,830 Europeans,36 the major part of whom 
lived on top of the hill near the military fortress of Sao Miguel. 

*Karl Marx, Selected Readings, Editions Social es/Paris. 
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The fishermen of the island supplied the city market as well 
as some points in the interior with sea products and traded with 
Europeans in the "high city". The Portuguese traded food products, 
which reached Luanda in the empty holds of slave ships, in exchange 
for slaves -- who for over four centuries constituted a major "item" 
of commerce in Angola.37 

In 1878, the possibilities for Africans to engage in small
scale, independent economic activities and commerce were strongly 
curtailed by the promulgation of the first Native Labor Code, which 
created the practical conditions under which the Angolans were to be 
left with forced labor as their sole "legal" means of subsistence.38 

With the emergence of fascism in Portugal in 1928, the priocipal 
characteristic which, through the centuries, constituted the nature 
of Portuguese colonialism in Angola was accentuated: Settlement and 
Genocide. More than ever, Angola came to be a penal colony, and in 
the first years of the Salazar regime the European population was 
comprised of common criminals and others "dressed in dark blue serge 
clothes marked with the inscription D.D.A. in white on both chest 
and arms" .39 

If until 1900 the European population in Angola was made up al
most exclusively of clergymen and administrative and military per
sonnel, with the restoration of fascism in Portugal the colonization 
plans became systematized and executed in every detail by the Lisbon 
government, which structured the methods of colonial exploitation. 
These methods find no equivalent in the colonial history of Africa 
after the First World War: "It is possible with some exactitude to 
compare them with the occupation programs of the Italians in Libya 
and Ethiopia in the 1920's and l930's. These plans, in brief, 
amounted to the administrative transplanting of peasant communities 
from their countries of origin to the colonies, where they recon
structed conditions of life as similar as possible -- even down to 
the finest detail -- to those of the abandoned community vi 11 ages:•40 

Angola also became, along with some of the other territories 
under Portuguese domination, a refuge for metropolitan unemployed 
and discontented republicans, liberals and deserters whom the Sruazar 
regime was incapable of embracing within the social and economic life 
of Portugal. 

On the other hand, the massive emigration of fishermen to An-
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gola virtually eliminated fishing activities among the Africans. If 
the Colonial Act in 1930 ended all forms of autonomy previously en
joyed in Angola~l this fact was refined by the Portuguese Government 
publication of decrees and laws which liquidated, one after another, 
the traditional trading and manufacturing activities, placing the 
African in a position of direct dependence upon the European, 

With the issuing, in 1958, of the decree prohibiting fishing 
on the high seas from other than motorized ships, the colonial ad
ministration again tried to place the Africans, night and day, in 
the situation of having to work for European fishermen. With this 
decree disappeared the last independent sector of the traditional , 
African economy! 

The number of Europeans throughout the areas "occupied" by the 
Portuguese was estimated to be 1,832 in 1830.42 It reached 9,000 
in 1900; 30,000 in 1930; 78,000 in 1950, and 200,000 in 1960. Thus, 
European settlement increased by 21,000 from 1900 to 1930; by 
48,000 from 1930 to 1950; and by 121,174 between 1950 and 1960. In 
only the last ten years,the number of European settlers has tripled! 
And in 1962 alone, there were 12,282 more Portuguese settled in 
Angola,not counting the increasing number of expeditionary troops~3 

By contrast, the Black population "decreased" sharply in rela
tion to the growing European population.~ In a period of sixty years, 
the African population "shrunk" by 7 .3% in relation to Europeans 
within the total population. 

African historians and ethnographers have estimated the Angolan 
population in the middle of the 15th Century to have been somewhere 
between sixteen and eighteen million people -- a figure including 
the Bantu-speaking peoples of the whole, vast Zaire Basin.44 .• 

The genocide promoted by the slave trade contributed decisively 
to the blood-letting and extermination of the Angolan people. Thus 
is it that a Portuguese historian recently calculated that 1,389,000 
slaves were forcefully taken from the Angolan coast between 1486 and " 
1641. This number represents almost 9,000 slaves removed per year!45 

From 1580 to 1836, the date when slavery was finally abolished, 
more than four million men, women and children were taken from An
gola and the Portuguese Congo~6 
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In the 17th Century the contradtctions between the maritime and 
commercial powers of the epoch were to contribute to making this 
gloomy picture even more sombre. The slave trade between Angola and 
Brazil, up till then in the hands of the Portuguese, was altered by 
virtue of the enforced treaty of peace and alliance signed in 1660 
by Portugal and England. There followed a period of open competi
tion between the Dutch and English in which the supply of slaves to 
the other American colonies became greater each year. Angola was 
truly transformed into a great market supplying Black "hands" 
through its ports of Zaire, Luanda, Cuanza and Benguela~7 

There were years in which almost 100,000 slaves, originating 
from Mina, Congo and Angola, reached the customs-house on the is
land of Principe for embarcation in the holds of slave ships des
tined for all the colonies of America.48 

Besides slavery, other factors converged to form this panorama. 
The peculiar nature of the slave-based Portuguese colonial system -
simultaneously the most barbarous and the most primitive, and of a 
brutality and intensity never equaled elsewhere on the continent49 
-- reflects the underdevelopment of a colonial power which never 
managed to attain economic relations of transformation and, there
fore, never exported appreciable quantities of fixed capital to its 
colonies.SO 

In addition, and of no less importance, there was the exodus 
of the African populations. "African emigration, legal or illegal, 
is greater from the Portuguese colonies of Angola and Mozambique 
than from any other region in the whole of Africa. Official esti
mates mention 500,000 emigres from each of these territories." 
(Marcelo Caetano). Angolan emigres are found in the former Belgian 
Congo, the former French Congo, Northern Rhodesia and South-West 
Africa ,51 

On the other hand, Europeans were settled in cities where their 
presence has deprived Africans of opportunities which they would 
have had in the absence of these immigrants. Those who went to the 
small towns and rural areas, particularly to the coffee regions of 
the north, usually appropriated lands near the roads, whether culti
vated or not,thus depriving the Africans of their traditional inher
itance and forcing them to seek lands ever deeper into the forest.52 
In the Angolan district of Cabinda, whose total area is 727,000 
hectares, the white settlers possess 639,000 hectares of land.53 
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The Sixth Inter-African Conference of Labor (Abidjan, 1961) 
called attention to some of the most important forms of organized 
emigration, such as that which took place in 1958 when 75,000 emi
grants from Mozambique and 102,000 from Angola were channeled to 
South Africa .54 

And then, fundamentally, there is Forced Labor! This form of 
slavery is implicit in Article No. 136 of the Portuguese Constitu
tion: "The State can force indigenous peoples to work in Public 
Services of general interest to the collectivity. 11 55 

" ... each year the laborer works three or four months for the 
exclusive benefit of the colonial administration. 11 56 

In 1954, in the Department of Native Affairs in Luanda, the to
tal number of "contract laborers" was no less than 379,000 -- which 
is to say, one-tenth of the entire African population of the terri
tory ,57 

The character and the methods used in this practice have con
stituted, since the time when Portuguese military power-imposed 
itself on Angola, one of the basic causes of the terrifying picture 
of the population exodus into bordering countries. 

There exist, principally, two bilateral conventions; one dating 
from 1926 and the other from 1934. The first contains the signa
tures of the Republic of South Africa (still in 1926 the Union of 
South Africa) and of Portugal; the second, of the two governments of 
Southern Rhodesia and Portugal. Both were renewed on a year to year 
basis by tacit agreement. According to these two treaties, Portu
gal committed itself to sending each year 160,000 Black workers to 
the mines of Southern Rhodesia and the Republic of South Africa. 
Those who died, whether on the trip or in the mines, had to be 
freely replaced by the Portuguese authoritiesfa8 

And, finally, the Portuguese repression designed to kill the 
national liberation movement constitutes the last aspect in the 
picture of the "real and progressive diminution" of the Black popu
lation in Angola. 

The genocide perpetrated by the colonial troops against the 
peoples in the regions affected by the military operations59 will be 
the subject of another study; however, according to the official news 
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agency, AN!, some 302,647 Angolans were listed as dead or missing by 
the end of 196260 -- a figure representing no less than 8% of the 
country's total population. 

As regards the mestizos, in the mid-19th Century their popula
tion in Angola and Mozambique was double that of the white popula
tion -- 6,000 to 3,000. At the end of the 1920's, the number of 
mestizos in Angola was estimated at 25,000; thirty years later, this 
number remained unchangedfal 

In 1954, the official estimates give us figures in the order 
of 30,240 mestizos, which amounts to an annual demographic increase 
of approximately 1,000 individuals? 2 
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CHAPTER 
6 

The Economic Underdevelopment 

of Po rtuga I 

... It is poverty,the lack 
of work, which forces the 
Por-tuauese worker into 
exile:* 

Angel Marvaud 

The Portuguese national economy is seated essentially in agri
culture. Portugal, with a working population of 3,196,482 persons 
out of a tota1 population at the last census of 8,510,240, absorbs 
more than 1,569,120 inhabitants in agriculture. This sector thus 
contains 49.1¾ of the national labor force. Yet in spite of so 
high a percentage in comparison to other sectors of the economy, 
Portugal is deficient in cereals, which it imports from abroad: 
150,000 tons between 1953 and 1955, and $7,560,000 worth in 1960?3 

Consumption continues, nevertheless, to be greater than produc
tion, involving the continuing importation of m~at, which even in
creased in relation to the previous year (1959)?4 

The deficit in the Portuguese balance of trade increased by 
more than 45% in relation to 1960. Analyzing this increase shows it 
to be the result of rising imports, which increased by nearly 20%, 
somewhat more than did exports.65 

The deficit noted above has reduced Portugal's gold and foreign 
exchange reserves. By the end of 1961, gold reserves amounted to 
$443,000POO and foreign exchange holdings to $249,000,000 as against, 
respectively, $552,000,000 and $242,000,000 in December 1960?6-

*Le Portugal et ses colonies. 
1912. 

Etude Politique et Economic, Paris, 
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This picture, which is unique in Europe and has few parallels 
even in the underdeveloped countries of Africa and Asia, makes Por
tugal, in both this and other respects, one of the backward countries 
of Europe. 

Portugal, which has not yet laid the basis for a planned indus
trialization, maintains the economic structures of an underdeveloped 
country, whose budgetary balance rests on a colonial parasitism sui 
generis and completely opposite to that of a modern imperialist 
economy -- e.g., exporting semi-raw materials, which required only 
a minimum of technical intervention, and importing manufactured pro
ducts ,67 

This underdeveloped economy has direct repercussions on the 
level of life of both urban workers and peasants.68 The purchasing 
power of the workers is so low that, e.g., one kilogram of meat is 
the equivalent of 14 hours of skilled laborfa9 

Following is a breakdown of the wage-earning population accord
ing to their distribution in the various non-agricultural branches 
of the economy: 

. Processing Industries (food, textiles, etc.), 
592,778 workers; 

Extractive Industries, 75,075 workers; 
Public Works and Transportation, 271,933 workers; 
Administrative Services (commerce, insurance and 

public administration), 731,634 workers; 
Miscellaneous & Undefined Activities, 5,954 workers. 

Industry thus absorbs 27.8%, administration 22.7% and miscella
neous categories 0.4% of the total work forceJO 

Of the employed population, 1,473,356 are found within the cor
porative organizations.71 Trade unions comprise 976,687 registered 
or affiliated members, who are recruited principally from the fields 
of commerce and industry. The People's Houses (Casas do Pavo) con
tain 436,329 persons, mostly rural la borers. The Fishermen's Houses 

·rcasas dos Pescadores) are comprised of 60,340 people belonging to 
different sectors of the fishing industry. 

According to official statistics, more than half of the popula
tion linked directly to economic activity in the country, some 
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55.91%, were left uncovered by any of the organizations which, in 
1960, developed any sort of social action. Existing agencies of 
social action programs handled the following number of people: 719 
agencies of educational and recreational activities benefited 4,257 
persons, and through 529 medical assistance agencies, 909,123 medi
cal consultations were carried out. 

The same year, 1960, total expenses of the corporative organi
zations were $3,939,333 while receipts totaled $4,364,100. 

Agriculture, which itself employs almost half of the country's 
labor force, is nevertheless unable to produce sufficient basic 
foods for general subsistence. The utilization of very rudimentary 
agricultural methods, and the incapacity of the Government tci carry 
out agrarian reforms, are fundamental factors in the general picture 
of labor in Portugal. 

In the general picture of the Portuguese economy, the sector of 
"Agriculture, Forestry, Cattle-Raising and Fishing" constitutes the 
key element in the formation of the gross national product. In
dustrial production is seated in the processing industries, espec
ially the sectors of "Metallurgy, Mechanical and Electrical indus
tries" and Civil Construction, which constitute a less Important 
element in the gross national product. Extractive industries play 
only a small role in the industrial complex of the country. 

Financial investment proceeds in a timid and anarchical manner, 
given the reduced availability of manual labor in the country, and 
considering technological factors as integrated in capital forma
tion.72 

The natural resources of the subsoil are found to be almost to
tally unexplored. Though the Portuguese territory has a considerably 
rich hydro-electric power potential, only 2,868,000 kilowatt-hours of 
electricity were generated in 1962 and 3,069,000 in 1963.73 Among 
the minerals, as yet but little exploited, there are found in the 
Portuguese subsoil iron, copper,wolfram (tungsten), tin and coal.74 

According to official statistics, coal was exploited by forty
four companies, of which six employed motorized equipment and had an 
annual product, for 1961, valued at $27,637,000. Iron ores, exploit
ed by 110 companies, had a production for the same year valued at 
$680,800. Metalliferous ores, with the exception of iron, were ex-
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plaited by 2,190 companies,of which 77 were equipped with electrical 
machinery and had a production worth $4,973,900. Stone, clay, gra
vel and sand, valued at $2,794,000, were exploited by 1,597 firms, 
120 of which used mechanized equipment. Salt and other chemical 
industry minerals were extracted by 57 companies, 15 being mechan
ized, with a product valued at $3,756,900. And, lastly, non-metal
liferous minerals (unspecified) valued at $117,700 were produced 
by 50 companies, of which six were mechanized. 

The total labor force employed in these industries was 20,667 
workers. The total wage packet, before deductions and including 
overtime wages, paid holidays and bonuses,75 was $6,532,000. The 
average wage per worker for the year (1961) was $311.20 -- which re
presented 85¢ per day! 

In comparison with the salaries of extractive industry workers 
in industrialized countries such as England, the United States, 
France or Belgium, where wages constitute some 60% of the national 
income and profits and interest 30% to 40%16 salaries in Portugal 
represent only 39% of national income and profits 61%. 

Official figures report a potential working population, between 
the ages of 12 and 65, of 5,998,923 persons. The development of the 
country is tied to those 3,196,482 inhabitants who are directly 
linked to production in the various branches of economic activity. 
Economic development in the country, then, depends on only 53% of 
the employable population. 

The number of unemployed has reached 91,970 persons, of whom 
12,428 are women; disabled persons number 123,611, including 61,340 
women; individuals with no recognized economic activity or occupa
tion number 230,883, of whom 78,888 are women. The total number 
within the population which does not collaborate in the development 
of the country is thus 446,468)7 

In an underdeveloped country, supply and demand as regards the 
labor force are not congruent. Thus, we find a more or less impor
tant, recognized unemployment.without even taking into consideration 
the always existing hidden unemployment. This is a general charac
teristic of underdeveloped countries, and it cannot be explained in 
terms of high or low population densities among the various underde
veloped countriesJ8 
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Underdeveloped countries do not possess the social and economic 
structures which would permit them to be self-sufficiE>nt. It is 
through external commerce that they must seek the equipment nec
essary, whether in the form of foreign aid, credit or barter. 
Trade or barter allows these countries to pay for imports by means 
of an equivalent increase in their exports and, it follows, through 
an increase in production. The commercial basis which permits the 
strengthening of structures, in the sense of an increase in produc
tivity in the life of the developing economy, must be founded on a 
reduction in the export of consumer goods in relation to an in
creasing export of manufactured goods. 

Countries which receive foreign aid are faced with problems 
linked with external trade agreements. The import of production 
goods constitutes an arena of decisive battle, without success in 
which it is not possible to bui.ld the foundations of an industrial
ized economy. 

The industrial development of underdeveloped countries demands 
of them that they modify the manner in which national income is dis
tributed. 

External trade as regards imports, in the 1961 Portuguese trade 
balance, was $628,757,900. The analysis of statistical charts show
ing the principal import items reveals that only $133,706,000 were 
distributed and related to economic sectors directly linked to pro
duction. 

Fascist spokesmen confirm this picture when, in official publi
cations, they affirm that between 1958 and 1962 the "agriculture, 
forestry and fishing" sector, which sustained a "reduced volume of 
investments and of the qualified labor force", registered an average 
increase of barely 2.4%. The more optimistic estimates foresee, in 
1963, "a slight diminution in the global value of the aggregate pro
duct in the agriculture and cattle-raising sector", as a result of 
an unfavorable cereal harvest and a meager production of wine. In
deed, with regard to the latter, "a production figure some 23%1ower 
than that of the previous year is foreseen" ,79 

During the first six months of this same year (1963), oil pro
duction increased by 35%, while in the same period fishing reached a 
total of 78,620 tons, which amounts to a decrease of 16.2% relative 
to the previous year. 
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Over the same period mentioned above, from 1958 to 1962, "in
dustrial production experienced an average annual rate of increase 
of 6%". In the first quarter of 1963, the recession already out
lined in 1962 was accentuated. Then, in the second quarter, "it 
appeared as if a noticeable recovery in industrial activity had be
gun", exemplified by "an increase of 5.7% of the average seasonally 
corrected indices, respectively, in relation to the previous three 
months" .80 

"The customary negative balance in the movement of goods and 
services between Portuga 1 and the outside world, which until 1961 
had maintained itself without any marked variations, suffered in 
this year a drop of 65%." In the current year, "although a de
ficit in the balance of trade in commodities is foreseen ... , it is 
thought that the improvement in the balance of accounts from tour
ism, transportation and government operations would be ab1e to com
pensate, in large measure, for the above-mentioned deficit"~! 

From January to October of 1964 the Portuguese balance of trade 
deficit was $184,700. For the first ten months of this year, im
ports amounted to 4,189,000 tons as against 2,826,000 tons of ex
ports. In terms of tonnage, then, imports exceeded exports by a 
figure of 1,363,000. 
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CHAPTER 
7 

The Economic Value of Angola 

.•• It is potentially the 
richest country in Africa.* 

Cunha Leal 

The economic value of Angola, in the context of colonial dom
ination of the African continent, is seated in the exploitation of 
diamonds, iron ores, manganese, copper and oil. 

Diamonds: Exploited since 1912 in the northeastern region of 
the colony, in the district of Lunda, prospecting has been intensi
fied and extended throughout the whole of the colony since that 
time, with very optimistic results.82 Diamonds have constituted 
the greatest source of wealth for the colonial administration,with 
annual values reaching as high as fifteen million dollars. Angola 
is the third ranked producer of diamonds in Africa, behind South
West Africa and Congo-Leopoldville. 

Annual production reaches values in the order of 1,500,000 
carats. 

Petroleum: The littoral zone in the region of Lunda has 
shown itself to be very rich in petroleum. "In the last year, An
gola produced 800,000 tons of petroleum. The refinery in Luanda 
processed 475,000 tons of crude oil,from which it obtained 453.000 
tons of derivative products (59,775 tons of gasoline, 114,000 tons 
of diesel fuel, 139,000 tons of fuel-oil, 89,000 tons of bunkerC)". 
83 

Besides the littoral zone, a new oil co~glex was recently 
prospected in Pua~a, near Cabo Ledo in Qui~ama. 

* Coisas do Tempo PI>esente - nusi:Jes Macabras, Author's Edi ti on, 
Lisbon, January 1964 
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Oil production in Angola is estimated to be 1,200,000 tons 
per year.BS 

IPon Or>e: The hills of Cuima and Cassinga (Nova Lisboa) and 
the Ma1ange di~trict (Mounts Sais and TumlJi) are the two areas of 
active iron ore exploitation. 

Iron ore products in Angola, for the first quarter of 1964, 
consisted primarily of iron tubing and sheet i-ron, and will real
ize profit from some 20,000 tons of railroad track. 

Production of this mineral is in the order of one million 
tons a year. The approximate content, in useful iron, is calcula
ted to be 35%. 

CoppeP: The richness of the subsoil in this mineral, in the 
whole of the northern zone of the colony (district of ·Uije),is ex
emplified by its high percentage of pure copper. Industrial pro
duction, in comparison to the rest of Africa, is insignificant, 
reaching some 10,000 tons per year. Rhodesian production is in 
the magnitude of 165,000 tons, and Katanga produces 270,000 tons. 

The approximate content, in useful substance, is in the range 
of 12. 5% of the copper ore, but as regards ingots the figure reach
es 93%. 

Manganese: The regions of Malange, Cazengo and Kitosao are 
the zones where this mineral is exploited. Annual production is 
45,000 tons, which ranks very low among the trusts and monopolies 
dealing in this specialty. The richness of the manganese ore is 
estimated at 45%. 

It is due primarily to the export value of these minerals 
that Angola occupies an important place in the world's raw-mater
ials market. 

Within the ambit of a plan embracing the rational utilization 
of the country's natural resources, the Angolan subsoil would - be 
able to yield even uranium, lead, tin, cobalt, etc. 

Zinc: Exists principally throughout the agricultural region 
in the district of Congo (Maquela do Zombo)~nd its exploitation is 
made difficult by the previous agreements of the colonial adminis-
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tration with the small-scale, European farmers of the region. 

Exploitation has reached an average of ten tons annually.The 
zinc content of the ore is estimated at around 43%. 

Tin: Prospecting for this mineral has been carried out in 
the Benguela plateau area (Vila Mariano Machado), where wolfram 
has also been discovered. 

Phospha,tes: The enclave of Cabinda is extremely rich in ph
osphates, especially in the Luango River basin and in Baia de Lan
dana. On the mainland, the region of Ambrizete is the most impor
tant. 

According to the latest official information, the Lisbon Go
vernment had begun negotiations in 1964 with a North American fi
nancial group for the exploitation of phosphate sites in the lit
toral of Angola. 

Among the agricultural products whose international position 
is of a nature to interest the colonial administration and foreign 
monopolies and trusts,86 coffee, cotton, sisal and millet rank as 
the highest. 

Coffee: Is cultivated primarily in the districts of Congo, 
Cuanza-Sul and Cuanza-Norte. Production has reached an average of 
150,000 tons per year, the equivalent of 15.4% of total African 
production. 

From this production the amount absorbed by Portugal is min
imal, since its market consumed no more than 3,000 tons in 1963. 

♦, The United States, on the other hand, absorbs almost the total 
Angolan production. In 1964 the value of coffee exports was 
$95,303,800. In 1965 exports reached, by the end of October, 
137,850 tons. 

Coffee exports from Angola over the last five years were: 

1960-1961 
1961-1962 
1962-1963 
1963-1964 
1964-1965 
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Cotton: Is cultivated exclusively by the indigeneous peoples 
in the regions of Congo, Lunda, Malange, Cuanza-Norte, Cuanza-Sul 
and Luanda. Present production is in the order of 5,000 tons and 
corresponds to only one-fifth of the 1960 production figure. 

The total amount is absorbed by the "metropo le", and Angolan 
cotton today represents 5.5% of the total value of Portuguese im
ports of this commodity -- which reached some 72,000 tons in 1963. 

Sisal: Is cultivated in the high plains of Benguela and 
Huambo. The world market price for "Portuguese" African sisal, 
on 5 March of the current year, was 11 .67 escudos per kilo. 

Production of sisal in the colony is in the range of 60,000 
tons per year, which represents 10.5% of total exports. 

The Benguela region, which itself produces 66.5% of the coun
try's sisal, profited from the construction in 1964 of a decorti
cation factory. Official estimates put this company's 1965 -1966 
production at a figure of 5,000 tons of sisal fibre. 

Millet: The climate and terrain, in a large part of the ter
ritory, are favorable for the cultivation of this cereal. Its ex
ploitation is carried out principally in the districts of Bengue~, 
Huambo, Bie, Cuando-Cubango and Malange. 

Annual production is, on the average, 300,000 tons and repre
sents some 4.6% of the colony's total exports. 

On a smaller scale the large concessionary companies in Ango
la export or utilize, in the colony's processing industries,appre
ciable quantities of palm oil, tobacco, beans, sugar cane,rice,etc. 
Most significant among these in terms of value is sugar cane,grown 
in Tentativa (Luanda) and on the high plain of Benguela. Produc
tion of refined sugar amounts to 68,000 tons per year. The Portu
guese market consumed 155,000 tons in 1963. 

The area planted to sugar cane in Angola comprises some 9,000 
hectares (22.5 million acres) of land. 

Palm Oil is extracted from plantations in the districts of Lu-
anda and Benguela. Production averages 20,000 tons a year. The 
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quantity of both crude and refined palm oil exported in 1962 and 
1963 was. according to official figures, 15.087 and 16,733 tons-
worth approximately $2,393,000 and $2,830,400 respectively. 

Tobacco, cultivated in the districts of Malange and Sada 
Bandeira and with a cured product of nearly 2,000 tons, is con
sumed in large part within the colony. Total exports of tobacco, 
both cured and packaged, reached 947 tons ($543,500) in 1962 and 
1,469 tons ($928,300) in 1963. 

Beans are cultivated mainly in the high plateaus of Bie, 
Benguela and Malange, and in the districts of Zaire and Uige. 
The annual harvest averages 120,000 tons, of which between ten 
and twelve thousand tons are exported yearly. 

Rice is grown in small quantities in various scattered parts 
of the colony ••• in the regions of Malange, Bie, Cuando-Cubango 
and Cuanza-Sul, Production is in the neighborhood of 15,000 tons. 

Of less importance for external trade and within the inter
nal market is the cultivation of bananas, oranges, pineapples, 
sweet potatoes and manioc, and forestry products within the in
terior of the country. 

Wood: The export of wood derives from the forests of Cabin
da, Congo and Lusa. Amounts exported reach 190,000 cubic meters, 
and it all goes to Portugal. Official figures totaled 51,169 and 
82,811 tons, both logs and cut timber, which were exported in the 
years 1962 and 1963. This represented $1,848,100 and $3,100,200. 

Among the products processed through local industries, beer, 
cement, fish derivatives, textiles, paper, etc., have economic 
value in Angola, 

Beer: In breweries in Luanda 
lion liters are produced annuallyo87 
duction of beer in the colony reached, 
and 31,900,000 liters. 

and Nova Lisboa fifteen mil
In 1963 and 1964 the pro
respectively, 29,500,000 

Cement: Factories have been built in Luanda and Lobito. 
Annual production in these two cities is around 180,000 tons, to
tally absorbed within the colony. Official figures are: 194,000 
and 214,000 tons respectively for the years 1963 and 1964. 
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Ceramics: PrQduction units have been installed in Luanda, 
Malange, Sada Bandeira, Lobito and Benguela. The total value of 
production in 1960 was one million dollars. 

Among fish derivatives, fish meal and canned fish are the 
most important. Fish factories are located in Mo~amedes and Ben
guela, but fisheries are scattere9 all along the coast, princi
pally close to the urban centers (Porto Amboim, Ambrizete, Luan
da. etc.). 

In 1964 fish meal production was, to be exact, 54,600 tons 
($5,860,000); and fish oil, 7,400 tons. 

Canneries, found in the above-mentioned regigns, achieve pro
duction figures averaging some 1,500 tons a year.8 And dried fish, 
about 25,000 tons. 

Textiles: Textile mills are located in the capital and yield 
an insignificant product relative to the country's possibilities 
in cotton and other vegetable fibres. Production of textiles is 
in the order of 13,500,000 meters. Cotton cloth production was 
estimated at 7,500,000 meters in 1964, and crude sack-cloth at 
6,8000,000 meters. 

Paper: Factories located in Luanda were absorbed by the 
construction of cellulose and paper plants in Alto Catumbela (be
tween Benguela and Nova Lisboa) in 1963. In this year, multi
sheet sack-cloth worth $1,650,000 was produced. Cardboard and 
packing paper paste was calculated at 24,400 tons and 3,100 tons, 
respectively, in 1964. 

Processing industries of considerably less economic impor
tance are aluminum, India rubber, salt, bread and biscuits (1,500 
tons in 1960), soap (7,500 tons in 1959), plastics and alcohol 
(3,000,000 liters). 

The potentialities for hydroelectric, coal and oil energy 
are immense.89 The hydroelectric potential in Africa is calcu
lated to be around 40% of world reserves9° and this is on the 
basis only of already known and published data. Hydroelectric 
potential in Angola represents some 18.3% of the estimated total 
for the whole of Africa, following only Congo-Kinshasa, witf, 
41.9%. 
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Complementing the richness of its subsoil in raw materials and 
the varied potentialities of its rich agriculture (e.g., animal 
husbandry has simply been abandoned by the colonial administra
tion) ,91 the economic value of Angola is equally shaped by its 
geographic situation, 

Located on the west coast of Africa, between 4°22' and 18°23' 
pa.rallels in the southern latitude and 11041' and 24°05' merid
ians east (of Greenwich), and having an Atlantic coastline of 
1,650 kilometers, Angola is the "natufal" outlet to the sea for 
the Republic of Congo (Leopoldville)--with which it shares a land 
border of 2,395 kilometers--and the Republic of Zambia, which it 
borders for 1,264 kilometers. 

The celebrated Copper-belt, which extends from the Rhodesias 
to Katanga (Congo), encircling the northeast part of Lunda, makes 
Angola a vital sector in one of the world's most fabulous min
eral regions. 

And, if we realize that the large Western trusts and monopo
lies dominate and direct the corporations and companies in the 
Rhodesias, in the Congo and in Angola which exploit copper, dia
monds, uranium and cobalt, as well as controlling the banks and 
world markets--we will have some idea of the value which Angola 
represents in the chess game of the world economy. 
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CHAPTER 
8 

Economic Relations 

between Angola and Portugal 

Although Portugal decided to 
abolish slavery in l858, ••• 
it has been regressive in 
comparison to the majority 
of sta:tes having responsibi
lities in Africa in respect 
to the abolition of forced 
labor; it has maintained a 
critical attitude toward the 
adoption by the Internation
al Conference of Labor of 
the convention on forced 
labor in l930, and did not 
ratify ituntil 26 June l956.* 

The export trade of Portugal sets in motion, as is custom
ary, a great diversity of products,92 given that administrative 
and customs protection assures to Portuguese products--even if of 
inferior quality and rudimentary manufacture--the debouche of the 
Angolan market, and at prices vastly superior to the real value 
of the merchandise. 

Wine and textiles again hold the top spots among exports, 
with $12,142,857 and $9,321,428, respectively.~3 

In 1960, 82.7% of Portugal's raw cotton imports had their 

*Official Bulletin, International Office of Labor--Vol. XLV, No. 
2, Supplement 11, April 1962, page 262. 
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origin in the colonies and 35.8% of her cotton textiles were ex
ported to these same countries. Without this equilibrium between 
supply and demand, maintained through administrative measures, the 
Portuguese textile industry, inefficient and unable to compete with 
other countries, would rapidly disapoear.94 

Portuguese industrial underdevelopment lies at the base of 
Angola's export trade. Of the colony's total exports, $24,839,000 
worth went to Portugal and $98,065,300 went to "foreign" countries 
(1965), representing, respectively, 231,913 and 967,431 tons. 
Portugal bought, at ridiculously low prices (compared to world mar
ket prices), 19.23%, as against 75.94% by "foreign" countries. On 
the other hand, and this is the ,,,ost y,evolti'.ng aspect of' Portugal's 
paY'Ositisr,, it receives in foreign currency (dollars) credits stan
ming from the exports of the colonies, and then, for example, re
pays Angola in Angolan escudos--after a double conversion: dollars/ 

,Portuguese escudos, then Portuguese escudos/colonial escudos. Fin
ally, ,t re-exports to Angola foreign manufactured products which 
its own ,rnderdeveloped industry is in no position to process local
ly, in Portuga 1. 

The Portuguese Government controls not only the exchange, the 
imports and the exports, nut also the prices which are paid for 
them to th.e Portu(1L1ese~9S 

Portugal sold to Angola goods valued at $47,722,200 (148,384 
tons), as against qoods from "foreign" countries valued at 
$57,430,160 (304,80: tons) in 1961.96 That is, Angola bought at an 
extremely exaggerated price--enforced as a means of administrative 
protect ion for Portuquese industry--43 .81 % of its tota 1 imports 
from Portugal, as against 52.73% from "foreign" countries.97 

Only in this manner can it be explained that in the Angolan 
balance of trade, in the interchange Angola/Portugal and Angola/ 
"foreign" countries, there was a favorable balance of $40,630,000-
with the last year being almost double the previous one--and that 
in the exchange with Portugal alone there was an unfavorable bal
ance of $22,800,00Q.98 

The accumulation of capital and the exchange rate of Portu
guese currency are the products essentially of banking operations, 
in which the profits and revenues are maintained through the loan 
of capital and not by its investment--a direct reflex of Portuguese 
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industrial underdevelopment. 

An examination of official statistics shows that, contrary to 
the low prices which competition imposed on "metropolitan" export 
goods, Portugal sold us, and continues to sell us, the products of 
its industry and agriculture at much higher prices than similar 
products which could be imported from "foreign" countries _99 

The public debt in Angola as of 31 December 1961 amounted to 
$81,334,200--and the estimated charges already encountered in 1962 
are estimated at a deficit of $3,582,366. 

Of particular interest are the data on the principal "credi
tors" of the colony as regards the Public Debt. A loan of 
$3,600,000 was made by the Companhia dos Diamantes (DIAMANG), of 
which $229,100 was projected for 1962; a credit of $2,457,500 was 
extended by the Caixa Geral de Deptsitos, C~dito e Previd~ncia 
(General Fund of Deposits, Credit and Providence), of which 
$103,800 was projected for 1962; a loan of $5,000,000 by the Caixa 
Geral de Depositos (General Deposits Bank) for the Social Welfare 
Fund, of which $334,226 was projected for 1962, with an interest 
debt of $2,564,066!!!100 

In 1963, the "debt" of the colony to DIAMANG reached 
$10,019,682.54)01 

The debtor position of the colony was increased even more by 
the credits granted by the Monetary Fund of the Escudo Zone, which 
amounted to $18,114,000 in 1964 and $6,806,000 in 1965, to which 
must be added $8,300,000 of automatic credits granted by the Mone
tary Fund to Angola, plus $3,300,000 from the Special Loan extended 
under the provisions of Article 41 of Decree No. 44,703; etc., et~, 
etc.!!! 

The public debt of Angola constitutes another of the more 
characteristic aspects of Portuguese colonialism, in as much as the 
principal means of financing development programs comes--in 95% of 
the examples--from receipts of local origin, in the form of a budg
et balance.102 

On the other hand, the public debt constituted a line item in 
which were debited, along with the periodic loans granted to the 
Lisbon Government by the large Portuguese corporations and by 
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foreign capital designed to finance economic and financial plans in 
Portugal: the military costs of the colonialist troops; the money 
used to pay for Portugal's participation in military bases and air
fields financed by Federal Germany and the United States, such as 
those recently installed in N'Gage, some thirty kilometers from 
Uije, and in Henrique de Carvalho and Luanda; the co-participation 
of the "Portuguese State" in corporations and undertakings of for
eign capital, established in Angola to exploit the riches of the 
country; etc. , etc .. 

Thus the Portuguese colonial administration, through the 
"Public Debt", at present compromises the economy of the colony in 
a system of self-destruction, and places the future of the country 
in mortgage to the "acquired rights" of Portuguese and foreign cap
ital. 

Angola suffers the weight of a monstrous exploitation which 
stifles the immense possibilities of wealth from the subsoil, from 
agriculture, cattle raising and fishing. Sales made to Angola by 
Portugal represent half of that country's overseas exports,103 a 
fact which places this territory in a central position with respect 
to the budgetary equilibrium of a Portuguese national economy in 
permanent deficit. 

Notwithstanding a loss of $7,936,000 relative to 1960, Portu
gal ranks as the number one exporter of goods to Angola, with sales 
valued at $40,096,000. If we compare this figure to those of the 
countries occupying second and third place, i.e., England with 
$13,800,000 and the United States with $11,300,000, and analyse the 
industrial development of those countries and that of Portugal, we 
will have a correct measure of the nature of administrative and 
customs protection imposed so that an underdeveloped country such 
as Portugal can sell its industrial goods in the Angolan market. 

Portugal, from January to November of 1962, imported 
$75,730,000, $72,430,000 and $44,030,000, respectively, from Feder
al Germany, England and the United States. Angola appears in 
fourth place, with barely $24,600,000. 

In the meantime, during this same period, Portugal exported 
$41,760,000, $37,560,000 and $24,030,000, respectively, to the 
United States, England and Federal Germany. Angola, with 
$37,600,000, ranks second in the Portuguese market.104 
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The economic exploitation of Angola became even heavier in 
1963. From January to November of this year, Portugal imported 
$80,433,000, $75,866,000 and $51,566,000 from Federal Germany, Eng
land and the United States, respectively; and bought only 
$31,233,000 from Angola. And, again during this same period, she 
exported $45,300,000, $40,533,000 and $25,200,000, respectively, to 
England, to the United States and to West Germany. Angola was 
obliged to buy $45,233,000 from Portugal--and came to occupy, along 
with England, first place in Portugal's export accounts.105 

For the year 1964, Portugal imported ( January through November) 
$97,600,000 from Federal Germany, $86,100,000 from England, 
$69,830,000 from the United States and $50,360,000 from Ango1a. 

The positions of Angola and England with respect to Portuguese 
exports remained just about the same during the period from January 
to November 1964: England and Angola, with $65,560,000 and 
$61,200,000 respectively, followed by the United States with 
$44,730,000 and Federal Germany with $31,430,000. 

The deficit in the Portuguese balance of trade reached 
$171,630,000 in 1962.106 If we deduct the co-participation of 
Angola in re-establishing the equilibrium in Portugal's chronic 
budget deficit, the national Portuguese deficit reached a figure of 
$184,630,000 in 1962 and $216,400,000 in 1963. 

Portuguese economic parasitism in Angola consisted merely of 
$13,000,000 in 1962, $14,000,000 in 1963 and $10,840,000 in 1964! 

And if we take into account the "contribution" of Mozambique 
(second-ranking colony in the scale of Portuguese colonial parasit
ism), amounting to $2,430,000 in 1962 and $5,600,000 in l963J07 
and the fact that Gui ne and Sao Tome al so "contributed" to Portu
ga 1 's budgetary recovery, we will have a fairly good picture of the 
importance or the overseas territories in the Portuguese economy. 
In 1964, the external trade deficit· of Portugal amounted to 
$210,130,000. 

This picture of ultra-colonial relations between Portugal and 
its "overseas possessions" has earned the most explicit and damning 
condemnation from almost every country, even including some of Por
tJgal 's partners 1n the joint exploitation of these territories. 
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Constrained by the irreversible evolution of African national
ism, by the explosion of the Angolan people against a system of ex
ploitation and rapine without parallel in the history of colonial
ism, Portugal, however timidly, launched a new arrangement for the 
economic exploitation of Angola. The Portuguese colonial adminis
tration seems to forget that its financial capabilities are already 
too small for it to be able to cope with the consequence of econom
ic crises in its two largest African colonies, especially when 
these crises are the result of structural factors.108 

The "economic reforms", advanced precipitously in order to 
solve the colonial problem, represent a clear acceptance of the in
consistency of the foundation and of the myths of the Portuguese 
colonial system, and a desperate attempt to preserve the Portuguese 
presence in Angola through new veiled forms of parasitism and pil
lage. 

Solely by means of strong special measures regulating Portu
guese imports in the colonies and through permitting new and signi
ficant investment of foreign capital, has the Salazar regime man
aged to avoid total disaster.109 

On the other hand, Angola struggles under the weight of trib
ute and taxes which stifle all economic and industrial activity in 
the country. 

Duties on exports constitute another means by which the colo
nial administration fetters the development of the country and en
riches European coffers. Agriculture and ranching and the mineral 
riches of the subsoil comprise the core of the countries' exports. 
But, while from agriculture and cattle raising the colonial admin
istration levies, besides customs charges, additional special taxes 
on export products such as coffee, millet, sugar, etc., whose sums 
reach many millions of escudos ,11 O and taxes regulated by the agen
cies of economic co-ordination which amount to as much as 5% of the 
value of the affected products 11 1--the riches of the subsoil, con
trolled by the giant international corporations of which the Portu
guese government is but a vassal, are exported duty-free, as in the 
case of diamonds.112 

Among agricultural and animal products, millet, rice and cotton 
are grown almost entirely by African cultivators. The remote pos
sibility of their gaining economic independence through the direct 
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export of these products is legally prohibited by the Portuguese 
colonial administration, which forces the indigenous people to sell 
the surpluses remainin~ after personal consumption to European mer
chants and settlers located in their region, or to the huge monopo
listic companies--at a fixed price and in a non-competitive system. 

By contrast, imports are benefited thro1,gh legislation-
oriented toward reducing duties on imports and increasing the costs 
of local products, by imposing taxes on certain consumer goods-
which facilitates the dumping of Portuguese industrial products.113 

Only in this manner has "the low productivity, the limited di
mensions, the poor quality of products, the inferior equipment n of 
an industry which has proceeded for "severa 1 decades under the ban
ner of customs privileges and bureaucratic protectionism"--as the 
picture of Portuguese industry has been paintedl Jl.'--been able to 
survive. 

Still, the colonies are not permitted exchange relations with 
foreign countries with which they maintain an active trade. The 
United States, England and Federal Germany are the principal cus
tomeps of Angola in its export balance and, taken together, aver
aged about 53.5 million dollars for the years 1958 to 1963--an 
aTount which could have resolved all of Angola's exchange and budg
etarv 0,~oblems. The exchange disequilibrium of Angola is structur
al .1 '5 "Within present conditions, Angola's abundance or lack of 
the means of external payment is always in the realm of metropoli
tan escudos, considering that the province does not maintain ex
change relations with foreign countries. The dollars, pounds, 
francs, kronas, florins, liras, pesos, etc., which Angola obtains 
vis-a-vis exports are not and cannot be converted into Angolan es
cudos. They must be converted into metropolitan escudos, which in 
turn are converted into the currency of the province. Payments to 
foreign countries are made by converting escudos from the Bank of 
Portuga 1 into the currencies of the respective countries 11 116 --under 
protectionist measures of such proportions as guarantee the stabil
ity of Portuguese currency in the world market. 

The debtor position of Angola, calculated by the monthly bal
ance of accounts payable opened by its agent Bank, has been elabo
rated by the Board of Directors of the Monetary Fund of the Escudo 
Zone and made public through the yearly report for 1963 of the Bank 
of Portugal. 
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Through these documents, the debtor position of Angola is 
figured at $23,318,000. 

Through the incorporation of its various "overseas posses
sions"--Guine and Cape Verde, Sao Tome and Pri,1cipe, Angola and 
Mozambique--these same documents establish that Portugal itself 
is a creditor to the tune of $49,657,200~117 
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The War 

CHAPTER 
9 

Economic Aspects 

Those of us who take a 
position rega:r>ding life; 
those of us who take a 
stand before a reality to 
which we are not resigned 
and against which we rebel • 

••• those of us who know 
how to comprehend a moment 
of social change, the nec
essity of this transforma
tion.* 

Fidel Castro 

The war which, since 4 February 1961, has pitted the Angolan 
nationalists against the Portuguese colonial system, has come to 
constitute a new and disturbing factor that has influenced, in a 
general manner, the economic life of the colony,118 

"The balance of trade of Angola presented, in the first quar
ter of the current year, a deficit of $4,466,000, while for the 
same period in the previous year there was a favorable balance of 
$15,000,000. n] 19 

The overseas exodus, particularly to the Republics of the 
Congo (Leopoldville and Brazzaville), of some 350,000 refugees, 
and the extermination of more than 100,000 of the Angolans who 
comprise the agriculturally productive population of the northern 

*Speech on "The Position of Doctors in the Socialist Revolution", 
in Obra Revolucionaria, Ed. National Press of Cuba, No, 44. 
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region of the country--these phenomena, on the one handf grecipita
ted "the breakdown of economic activity in the colony", 2 and on 
the other hand had a reaction which was strongly felt in the exter
nal commerce of Portugal. 

The agricultural sector in Angola was naturally the most deep
ly affected by this sharp drop in manpower. And, although the co
lonial administration had taken emergency measures in order to sal
vage the crops of greatest economic importance in international 
trade (coffee, sisal, etc.),121 mobilizing workers from regions not 
directly engaged in the armed struggle and utilizing mercenaries 
from the Union of South Africa and Katanga, the overall results 
were of little compensation. 

Thanks to these "salvaging" measures, the export of specific 
products was even increased; for example, the export of coffee and 
millet rose by 35.43% and 36.73%, respectively, over the previous 
year. Significant, however, is the drop in other agricultural prod
ucts of less importance to the export balance, such as rice (whose 
production was down by 15.31%), raw cotton (down by 38.23%), etc., 
which were sacrificed to the economic interests of the large set
tlers. 

The theatre of war comprised the whole northern part of the 
country, namely, the districts of Congo and Malange, which consti
tute the regions of the large coffee, cotto~ millet, etc., planta
tions. 

If the forced concentration of laborers which, under threat of 
arms by soldiers of the slave-like colonial army, "saved" the har
vests and the profits of the great feudal landlords in the north of 
the colony, other districts producing cotton, rice, beans, etc., 
namely, Cuanza-Sul, Bi€ and Cuando-Cubango, were left unprotected 
... their products being of much less value in the sphere of export~ 

One of these products, raw cotton, sunk below any figure 
reached in the decade 1952/1961. The greatest amount of raw cotton 
exported was 8,890 tons in 1960 and the lowest figure for this 
decade was 5,033 tons exported in 1958. In 1961, however, only 
4,120 tons were exported--that is, some 50% less than the figure 
reached in 1960, a year in which 87% of Portugal's raw cotton im
ports originated in its colonies.122 
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This picture manifested itself profoundly in the Portuguese 
textile industry, where from 1957 to 1959 the value of Portuguese 
textile exports to Angola and Mozambique was almost equal to that 
of raw cotton imports from these same territories.123 As indicated 
above, the latter figure dropped off sharply in 1961. 

In 1960 Portugal's sugar imports rose to 160,500 metric tons; 
Angola and Mozambique together furnished about 90% of this amount. 
In 1961 sugar imports had dropped 21.93% in relation to the previ
ous year. And the same thing occurred with other agricultural prod
ucts such as beans, wnich fell 19.7% from 1960 to 1961. In the dis
tricts of Zaire and Uije bean production was predicted at 34,200 
tons for 1961. As it turned out, barely 17,200 tons were harvested, 
a drop relative to the previous year of almost 50%J24 Cuanza-Norte, 
with 79,000 tons out of a total of 118,122 tons, contributed some 
66.8% of the total export of this product. 

In addition to the agricultural sector, the industrial sector 
also felt the consequences of the armed struggle of the Angolan 
people. Just as it had done with the agricultural sector, the co
lonial administration adopted emergency measures to save a situa
tion which was considered catastrophic. 

As regards the extractive industries, while the production of 
oil, iron ore and diamonds suffered no appreciable loss, and even 
registered increases (oil, 90,517 tons, an increase of 35.4% over 
1960 figures; iron, 812,138 tons, an increase of 23.2%, and dia
monds, 1,147,439 carats, up by 8.6%), this was due to the fact that 
the powerful concessionary companies extracting these products con
stitute veritable States within the Angolan territory. Such compa
nies maintain recognized borders, _their own police and military de
partments, security service, health and propaganda services, etc., 
which make it extremely difficult for the Africans to flee from the 
conditions of forced labor under which they live, to unleash a 
strike or armed action, or to swell the ranks of the nationalists 
in arms. 

In the first eight months of 1963 there was a sharp increase 
in the production of petroleum which, in the first quarter of this 
year, doubled in comparison with the same period in 1962, reaching 
164,000 tons.125 On the other hand, a relative decrease was regis
tered in the extraction of some minerals, particularly copper and 
iron.126 
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Thanks to the new facilities granted to German investment cap
ital in the colony, we find in operation sheet-iron and steel mills. 
Several other projects, the most important of which is an installa
tion for the manufacture of iron ingots, are in the process of real
ization. 

Conditions are very much different, however, as regards the ma
jor processing industries of the colony such as the brewing of beer, 
the manufacture of tobacco products, of paper, fish derivatives, re
fined sugar, etc., whose production dropped considerably (beer--
400,999,586 liters, but 51% of the previous year's output; cigars--
1,279 tons, down 40.8%; paper--729,339 kilos, down 14.1%; fish de
rivatives--canned fish--1,024 tons, down 32%; refined sugar--4,901 
tons, down 66.6%, etc.). 

This is explained by the fact that these industries have their 
plants in the lar9=urban centers of the colony and draw their labor 
force from the African proletariat of the cities, which constitutes 
the second largest revolutionary force in Angola after the rural 
workers. It was in the urban centers, in the factories and offices 
of Luanda, Lobito, Malange and Nova Lisboa, that police repression 
has been most strongly felt. It is amongst the proletarian masses 
of the cities, the most conscious and generous, that Angolan nation
alism has most to lament the brutal tortures and assassinations per
petrated by the PIDE against our most noble Children of the People. 

The economists of fascism do not conceal this picture when they 
write: "Thus, agricultural production as a whole suffered some set
backs.128 Forestry activity diminished considerably.129 Industrial 
production, however, increased in the sphere of extractive indus
tries--in the production of diamonds, iron ore and oil. In the 
field of transforming industries there was a rise principally in the 
production of sugar, beer, tobacco and textiles .•. There was a de
cline also in civil construction, as well as in related industries. 
The fish derivative industry continues in crisis.130 In the animal 
industries sector, there was a considerable increase in beef, but a 
decline in the production of dairy products. 11 131 

On the other hand, the investment of private capital in Angola 
"has decreased in the last three.years as a consequence of the eco
nomic, political and social instability resulting from the armed 
struggle. In 1960, 400 new firms were formed, with a total capital 
of $3,018,900. Of these, there were 11 joint-stock-companies with a 
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capital of $476,260; 351 corpnrations, with $2,335,560; 32 nominal 
collectives, with $147,300; 3 :ooperatives, with $5,400, and three 
others with $54,300. In 1961, the number of companies formed 
dropped to 276 (a reduction of 124), with a capital of $1,589,760-
some $1,429,130 less than in 1960. In the past year, from January 
to November, there have been established barely 196 firms, with a 
capital of $1,267,500". 

" ... in these eleven months of this past year, Luanda counted 88 
new companies, followed by the district of Benguela i'including a ma
jority from Lobito) with 29, Huambo with 20, Mocamedes 11, Cuanza
Sul 10, Huila 7, Cuanza-Norte and Bi~ 6 each and the district of 
Moxico with 5." 

The capital invested in the 88 firms in Luanda amounted to 
$656,460, and that in Benguela to $234,860.132 

In the meantime the Portuguese colonialists, during 1962 and 
especially in 1963, besides receiving political and psychological 
support from their allies in NATO and international organizations 
where the problems of decolonization are debated, received that 
financial and other economic aid which permitted them to withstand 
the initial phase of the nationalist explosion in the co1onies--and 
even to face the future with some optimism. 

This assistance given by the Western powers, members of NATO, 
continued through 1964 and is expected to become even more impor
tant in 1965. Thus, in order to meet the extraordinary expenditures 
foreseen for 1965, the General State Budget contains: $53,400 in 
loans; $45,500 in foreign credits; $41,100 in special repayments, 
etc., totalling more than $140,000. And this without counting a 
loan of $30,000,000 extended on 2 November 1965 through the General 
Government of the Colony to all Departments of Finance and to the 
Banks of Angola, e.g., Fomento Nacional and Comercial de Angola, and 
the Postal Economic Fund (Caixa Econ6rnica Postal) and Fund of Agri
cultural Credit (Caixa de Crtdito Agropecuario). Nor does it take 
into account the new external loan of $600,000--call ed the "Foreign 
Loan of 5 3/4%"--to be repaid by 1985. And there are many others 
which the public does not know about. The United States, for ex-
ample, granted a loan of $20,000,000 (Decree-Law No. 244:250), 
etc.133 

It is thus that official publications have estimated an 
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increase in Angolan oil production from 164,000 tons in 1963 to 
"l,200,000 tons per year".134 an expansion of iron ore exports in 
the course of the year,135 and even the building of industrial 
complexes for the processing of bananas and millet and, also, of 
"automobile assembly lines", etc.136 

By the end of 1964, and thanks to this aid, progress in the 
exploitation of certain products became evident and significant: 
e.g., crude oil, whose production for the first time reached more 
than one million tons; iron ore, whose extraction also for the 
first time surpassed one mi 11 ion tons ,137 and coffee, the produc
tion of which ought to exceed, by the end of the year, a value of 
two mi 11 ion "cantos" - or $60,000, ooo.J 38 

Certain products thus attained a growth and development never 
known before in Angola. 

And if, "from January to May of the current year (1963), ex
ports rose by nearly 39% in relation to the same period in 1962, 
while imports remained at virtually the same level"l39 - the cost 
of living, nonetheless, "revealed, in the first part of 1963, a 
sharp rise, especially in Luanda, as a result primarily of the in
crease in residential property rents. 11 140 

The balance of financial losses suffered as a result of the 
war, as brought to light by the end of 1961, is frightening. The 
whole economic structure upon which Portuguese colonial exploita
tion rests was severely affected by the war in Angola. The dam
ages inflicted by the nationalists upon agricultural, industrial 
and commercial targets during the first phase of the war in the 
northern part of the country amounted to a loss of "not less than 
$13,085,000".141 

And this refers only to the district of ~lige. The affected 
areas in the districts of Luanda, Cuanza-Norte and Malange are not 
included. These figures, "pertaining only to those areas recap
tured from the nationalists by the colonial army - given that 
there are still some locals where it was not possible to gather 
data enabling us to make a complete estimate11142 - can only give 
us a rough idea of the financial losses suffered. 

According to official figures, only recently made available 
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to the public,143 the damages caused to agriculture, commerce and 
industry in the district of Uige were as follows: 

Agriculture -- in destroyed estates, $1,683,000; in damaged 
farms, $2,500,000; in destroyed and damaged equipment, 
$1,000,000; in crops lost, 30,000 tons of commercial coffee, 
valued at 23¢ a kilo or $7,000,000 -- giving a total of 
$12,833,300. 

Commerce -- in property destroyed, $200,000; in property dam
aged, $83,300; in·recovered merchandise, $566,600 - giving a 
total of $850,000. 

Industry -- in property destroyed, $23,300; in property dam
aged, $11,600; in equipment, $16,600 - totalling $51,600. 

Deprived of primary materials, which it was unable to obtain 
from Angola, Portugal's trade balance was unfavorable to the tune 
of $22,860,000.144 

And, as a reflex of colonial parasitism, consumption contin
ued nonetheless to exceed production;145 the deficit in Portugal's 
balance of trade increased by over 45% in relation to 1960. Anal
ysis shows this fact to have resulted largely from an increase in 
imports, which rose by close to 20%. 

Since Portugal was unable to re-establish its budgetary equi
librium with products from the colonies, particularly from Angola, 
and was forced to increase expenditures for political repression 
at home, for the war in Angola and for military preparations in 
Mozambique and so-called Portuguese Guinea, the magnitude of the 
trade balance deficit reacted decisively on the balance of pay
ments, constituting the principal reason for the exceptional swel
ling of this deficit experienced in 1961146 a deficit which re
duced the total reserves of gold and foreign exchange.147 These 
reserves represented a value of 443 million dollars in gold and 
249 million dollars in foreign exchange, as against, respectively, 
552 million and 242 million in December 1960.148 

"Inflation continues to grow. In the last six months the 
country's reserves have fallen from 251 million pounds to 212 mil
lion pounds, while the circulation of paper money during the same 
period rose from 175 million to 203 million pounds. 11 149 
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In the first half of 1963 there was an excess of out-going as 
opposed to in-coming exchange amounting to $30,733,000, a figure 
representing a contraction of $10,566,000 in the balance of liquid 
currency as contrasted to the same period in 1962.150 

The Bank of Portugal revealed a negative balance of $19,600,000 
at the end of August 1963. And, if in the first half of 1963 the 
trade deficit of the "metropol e" in its dealings with foreigners 
experienced an increase of 9%, the increase in currency in circu
lation underwent a new and significant alteration as a consequence 
of the balance of payments disequilibrium and various other acci
dental factors of a merely psychological character. 

If the trade balance of the country is traditionally nega
tive, with the start of the war in Angola on 4 February 1961 it 
was aggravated to such an extent that by the end of this year the 
deficit had increased some 65%. This was due exclusively to a 20% 
increase in imports of goods and services from abroad, an increase 
which hardly corresponded to the_rise of only 4.3% in exports.151 

The total available liquid capital in gold and foreign cur
rency of the Bank of Portugal shrunk by some $16,333,000 in the 
first six months of 1963,152 

Ordinary expenditures increased, having reached a total of 
$322,400, of which more than $78,700 were destined solely for the 
"defense of the integrity of the national territory": Army -
$35,300; Navy - $24,100; Police - $11,300" 

Extraordinary expenditure projected for 1965 reached a sum of 
$200,900 - $28,000 more than in 1964 - which was to be almost to
tally absorbed by the colonial wars. 

The public debt showed a rise.of some $4,570,000 in 1963, 153 

The situation becomes more difficult every day. This situa
tion, which reflects the agony of Portuguese colonialism in light 
of the decisive victories of our brothers in Guine - thanks to the 
enlightened orientation of the PAIGC - deteriorated even more with 
the opening of armed struggle in Mozambique on 25 September 
1964,154 and the climate of uncertainty which FRELIMO has created 
all over the country. 
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The Portuguese economy is affected by this progressive deter
ioration caused by the war, not only in Angola, but also in Guine 
(Bissau) and in Mozambique, and the rising insurrection in Sao 
Tome. 

Thus, in the General State Budget for 1965, direct and indi
rect taxes total $25,900,000 - which represents almost two-thirds 
(65.8%) of the ordinary receipts of the State. 

The situation took such a serious turn that the Extraordinary 
Tax for the defense of Angola, created in 1963, was extended to 
all persons - individual or collective, national or foreign - re
siding in the territory and having a declared income of more than 
$16,500 per year. 
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PART FOUR 

Inter na tiona I Aspects 
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A Form 

CHAPTER 
10 

o f: :·~ o H e c t i v e Co I o n i a I i s m 

in Angola 

When iue Africans denounce 
impePiaZism and its Zast 
stage, neocoZoniaZism, we 
are not doing so simpZy be
cause we. beUe.ve ·that Africa 
beZangsto Africans and must 
be zouZed by them, but aZso 
in the interest of universai 
peace, bJhich is so essentiaZ 

"to ouz, deveZopment and to 
our freedom. * 

KhJame N'kruma 

After the First Great ~lorld War, the imperialist powers pro
ceeded to a new partitioning of Africa. Defeated Germany had lost 
its territorial claims and found itself driven out of south Ango
la, enabling England. the United States and France to carry out a 
new partition of the Angolan subsoil. The German capitalists 
being outside the competition and the French being preoccupied 
with West Africa, British imperial interests began to find Mozam
bique and Angola, in the 1920's. both politically and economically 
useful.155 

Foreign capital. in the classical fonn of monopoly conces
sions, has been represented in the Portuguese colonies since the 
19th century.156 But beginning with 1957--year of the formal con
demnation of the Salazar regime's colonial policies. even by its 
NATO allies--we have witnessed on the part of the Portuguese Gov
ernment a careful effort to enlarge the sphere of foreign invest-

*In L'Afrique Doit S'Unir, Paris 1964, ed. Payot, p. 234. 
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ments in Angola. 

The underdevelopment of Portugal does not allow it to match 
the transforming evolution which has taken place in the bosom of 
the great industrial powers, an evolution which has yielded a new 
form of economic exploitation of the colonial territories. 

In order to combat the rise of nationalism in Angola, the 
Portuguese colonialists have embraced international finance capi
tal, encouraging a large participation of non-Portuguese invest
ments in the economy of Angola--a fact that, besides attesting to 
the economic underdevelopment of Portugal, places this colony in 
the center of an economic struggle for power within the Western 
World. 157 

The old colonial powers of Europe--France, Belgium, Holland 
and (West) Germany--within the framework of the European Economic 
Community (EEC), together with England and the United States in 
the context of the Atlantic Community, are assured in Angola the 
penetration of all fields of economic, financial and industrial 
activity in the country. 

The Portuguese Government grants concessions to corporations 
financed by foreign exchange, guaranteed by foreign banks, and di
rected by foreign managers.158 And thus, vast sectors of the 
economy, especially of the Angolan economy, are in the hands of 
foreign enterprises. 159 

The fascist theoreticians in Portugal do not hide this reali
ty, however, when they state: "Considering the economic space of 
Portugal as an economic unit, particularly in the case of rela
tions between the Metropole and our Overseas Provinces, in the 
strictly economic sphere, it can be classified as internation
a 1•II160 

The economic interests of the great capitalist powers are 
shaping the process of vassalizing Africa, of transforming it thus 
into another Latin America as it exists vis-a-vis the United 
States--of turning it into the preferred supplier of iron ore, of 
energy for the aluminum of continental Europe, etc. l6l 

The European Economic Community (EEC), through the European 
Fund for the Development of Overseas Countries (FEDOM), throws 
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into relief the increasing internationalization of industrial and 
financial capitalism.162 

The principal objective of the agencies and systems of Euro
pean economic integration, "through European collaboration in the 
solving of overseas problems, is essentially African. For this 
reason, these agencies are assisting the European Community in be
coming the essential vehicle of aid from Europe to Africa. 11 163 

From the economic and financial power of the Common Market 
countries, whose combined "aid" total for the 1958-1962 period 
reached $581,000,000, more than two-thirds of the latter figure 
was earmarked for the politics of collective colonization in Afri
ca. 

Portugal, which up to now has not obtained de jv_re participa
tion in the agencies of the European Economic Community, is the 
"poor partner 11 164 among the countries of the European Free Trade 
Association (EFTA). Its economic and industrial underdevelopment 
underlies particular clauses in the accords signed, which are of a 
protectionist nature and are characterized by the special privi
leges they confer to Portugal. 

The "overseas territories" under Portuguese domination con
stitute the security in arrangements of economic association be
tween Portugal and the countries of great industrial development 
and strong monopolistic concentration. 

Once again it is the colonial markets which Portugal repre
sents, and the political guarantees and all types of privileges 
which are generously offered by the Lisbon Government to industri
al/financial capital, which explains why the great European eco
nomic systems open their doors to Portugal, despite her backward 
industry and weak financial capability. 

The Economic Development Commission of EFTA officially recog
nized the economic backwardness of Portugal when, at its first 
meeting held in Geneva in March 1964, a work group was formed to 
study the necessary expansion of the machine-tool industries in 
Portugal and the establishment of contacts with such undertakings 
in the more developed countries. Again, a work group was created 
in order to assist Portugal, particularly as regards the sending 
of specialists; and, "given its incapacity to participate in plans 
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for the financing of the Association". Portugal was itself permit
ted to draw upon the Association until 1980, so as to satisfy its 
needs for agricultural technicians and industrial specialists in 
order to professionally train its own technicians! 

This is the price paid for the presence in Angola, and in the 
other "overseas territories" under Portuguese domination, of a 
collective colonialism made up on the one hand of international 
organizations and associations, and on the other of that particu
lar form of colonial parasitism represented by the Lisbon Govern
ment. 
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CHAPTER 
11 

Neocolonialist Penetration in Angola 

The penetration of foreign capital in Angola operates through 
Conmittees, Banks and Associations of the great international trusts 
and monopolies which dominate the Portuguese Government. The essen
tially pre-industrial infra-structure, as it were, seated in the 
regime of feudal propertyl65 which characterizes the Portuguese 
economy, constitutes the most effective instrument used by these 
organizations to obtain all sorts of privileges and benefits granted 
to them in Angola. 

Following are the agencies which represent the Western powers 
and monopolies in Portugal and her African colonies. 

(1) The International Bank of Reconstruction and Development 
(IBRD), an organization which finances the industrialized countries, 
members of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(OECD). This OECD, founded in Paris on 14 December 1960, comprises 
the members of the European Organization of Economic Cooperation 
(OECE) and two American powers. More specifically, the members of 
OECD are Federal Germany, Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Spain, France, 
Greece, Ireland, Iceland, Italy, Luxemburg, Norway, Holland, 
Portugal,166 the United Kingdom, Sweden, Switzerland and Turkey, 
along with the United States and Canada. The United States holds 
30.63% of the subscribed capital and has 27.89% of the votes. The 
small countries--Portugal, Greece, Luxemburg, Iceland, etc.--whose 
share is insignificant, have to join forces in order to make up one 
vote. 

The World Bank, as the IBRD is also called, is the most impor
tant intermediary in the export of private capital and financial 
means within the capitalist system.167 It completed its twentieth 
year of existence on 25 June 1966. On the date of its birth, 
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subscribed capital was ten million dollars.168 The export of pri
vate capital in 1960 reached the sum of 3.1 billion dollars.169 At 
present (1965), subscribed capital is 21.9 billion dollars and gross 
annual profits amount to more than one billion dollars,170 

(2) The Agency for International Development (AID), an organi
zation created on 24 September 1960, joins the member nations of the 
OECD with Japan, Australia, Finland and the Union of South Africa. 
This Agency is linked with the World Bank and is administered by the 
same directors and staff as the latter. 

The function of AID is to finance high priority development 
projects in cases where the terms for the recipient country may be 
less costly, as regards their balance of payments, than the classi
cal form of loans. 171 

In 1960, the AID invested a grand total of 189.9 million dol
lars in loans to "developing countries". These loans have to be re
paid at the annual rate of 1% for the first ten years and 3% over 
the remaining thirty years, plus an annual service charge of 0.75%. 
In this manner, the countries advancing the loans through AID real
ize 122.5% of the capital advanced over a period of forty years!!17 2 

All of the countries in the 0ECD have joined AID with the ex
ception, up to now, of Belgium, Greece, Luxemburg and PortugaJ.173 

(3) The International Finance Society (IFS), made up of the 
industrialized countries of the 0ECD plus Japan, has a special 
juridical statute which permits it to "acquire financial participa
tion"l 74 outside of the World Bank. The IFS granted in the five-year 
period 1956-1961 loans valued at 44.4 million dollars and bearing an 
interest rate of 7% per annum. 

(4) The Development Assistance Committee (DAC), set up under 
the aegis of the 0ECD in 1960, is comprised of the United States, 
Canada, Austria, Belgium, Denmark, France, West Germany, Italy, the 
Netherlands, Portugal, Sweden, Great Britain, Japan and Australia. 
The Committee granted ''aid" totalling 7.7 billion dollars in 1960, 
of which only 2.9 million dollars went into private capital funds. 

(5) Etc., etc. 

The ever increasing dependence of countries with pre-industrial 
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infra-structures and regimes of feudal property upon the industrial
ized members of the OECD is clearly manifest. The industrialized 
countries alone, in 1960, controlled more than 95% of all moveable 
capital! 

Portugal is linked to most of these international organizations 
through the World Bank. In this way, besides the amounts obtained 
from leasing "their" colonial territories, the Portuguese capital
ists participate in the profits garnered by these same organizations 
through capital loans, etc. 

And at the same time as they guarantee the economic dependency 
of Portugal vis-a-vis its partners in the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), the World Bank (IBRD), AID, IFS, DAG, etc., they mort
gage the colonies to the economic and financial interests of all of 
the OECD countries and Japan. 

The historical instinct of Portuguese colonialism, with its 
economic underdevelopment, found in this new aspect of the world 
capitalist system new forms of parasitism and of exploitation of the 
peoples in its colonies. 
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CHAPTER 
12 

Partition of the Angolan Subsoil 

•. • our "colonialism" is the 
foreigners who reap the 
profits and we who pay for 
the improvements.* 

Oliveira Salazar 

The trusteeship of international capitalism in Angola is a re
flection of the dependency of the Lisbon Government vis-a-vis the 
great foreign trusts and monopolies. "Portugal, in order to carry 
forward its fight in Angola, obtains moral and material support from 
its NATO allies who, through the economic and investment interests 
they hold, are the real bosses of important sectors of the Angolan 
economy. 11 175 

" ... the economy of Angola is conditioned to the needs of the 
'metropoles' and the international monopolies. Portuguese capital 
is clearly invested in agriculture. The international monopolies 
invest in the extractive industries, of which they are the exclusive 
owners. •'1 76 

"After 1932, the Portuguese State did not grant any credit to 
its overseas territories ... " 177 

By Decree-Law No. 42,558, of 21 October 1960, Fried KRUPP of 
Essen (West Germany) was granted, in exchange for 43.3 million dol
lars, the right to exploit all the mineral wealth of the Angolan 

*Speech by Professor Oliveira Salaza~ head of the Portuguese Govern
ment to the "representatives" from Angola, being honored in Lisbon 
on 12 April 1966. (In the daily o Comercio, April 14, 1966.) 
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subsoil except for diamonds, oil and bituminous and hydrocarbon 
productso In terms of this accord, Fried KRUPP holds a monopoly 
in exploration, transport and construction financing, including 
the installation of transgort material for the railroad from the 
mining regions of Cuima178 and the building and exploitation of 
the Mo~amedes harbor, etc. 

In December of this same year, "Hjgaard & Schultz A/Z of Co
penhagen signed a contract with the Lisbon Government to exploit, 
transport and export iron from Angola in association with Fried 
KRUPP of Essen".179 

By Decree-Law No. 45,651, of 9 April 1964, another contract 
was signed between "Fried KRUPP" of Essen, the Mining Company of 
Lobito (Companhia Mineira do Lobito) and the Bank of Angola for 10 
million dollars of financing for the construction of railways, in
dustrial structures, warehouses, etc., related to the Cassinga 
mining project. 

And in July 1965, negotiations were undertaken which resulted 
in the collaboration of "Construction Promotion, Ltd. of London" 
with Fried KRUPP for equipping the Cassinga iron mines.180 

In terms of Decree-Law No. 38,832, of 23 May 1952, the Over
seas Minister was authorized to conclude with the Fuel Company of 
Lobito (CARBORANG) a concession contract for two vast zones in the 
districts of Congo and Cuanza with the aim of prospecting for beds 
of solid hydrocarbonates, liquid and gaseous petroleum, rock-oil, 
brimstone, helium, carbon dioxide, salt substances and other simi
lar products. 

The contract was signed on 24 March 1953 and CARBORANG began 
its prospecting, having recourse to the experience of the Belgium 
Petroleum Finance Company (PETROFINA), holder of 70% of CARBORANG 
stock.I 81 

Decree-Law No. 40,416,of 3 December 1955, ascribed 55% of the 
corporate capital of 30 million dollars to Portuguese shareholders 
and 45% to foreign corporations or individuals. To execute the 
contractual provisions, the Fuel Company of Labita, on 22 October 
1957, proceeded to constitute a prospecting company which it named 
the Petroleum Concessionary Company of Angola {COPA). 
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Portuguese shares in COPA are held by the Bank of Angola, the 
National Overseas Bank, the Banco Espirito Santo & Comercial of 
Lisbon, and the Burnay Bank. 

Under the juridical cover of the Mining Company of Lobito, 
SARL, German capitalists acquired "the exclusive rights to survey 
and exploit for their profitability all mineral deposits, with the 
exception of diamonds, petroleum and those minerals which exist in 
those areas of the Province of Angola as are marked I, III and IV 
on the following map. Also, the exclusive rights of prospecting 
and exploiting deposits of coal and solid fuels found in that area 
of the Province of Angola designated region number III". 

Again, under cover of the Sociedade do Lombige (the Lombige 
Company), "the rights of prospecting and profitable exploitation 
of all mineral deposits, except for diamonds, petroleum, mineral 
oils, bituminous products and hydrocarbon gases, found in the area 
of the Province of Angola marked region number Von the map" were 
granted to these same German capitalists. 

The corporate capital of this company (Sociedade do Lombige) 
is found to be entirely in the hands of German, Danish and Portu
guese capitalists. 

The total area involved in the territorial concessions grant
ed to the Mining Company of Lobito and the Lombige Mining Company 
amounts to some 277,000 square kilometers--precisely three times 
the surface area of Portugal, 

A Decree-Law of 18 July 1922 granted to the Diamond Company 
of Angola (DIAMANG) exclusive prospecting and exploitation rights 
of diamonds over the whole of Angola. 

"The diamond exploitation rights alone encompass an area of 
390,000 square miles in Angola--which has a total area of 481,351 
square miles--under a fifty-year guarantee beginning in 1921. 11 182 

According to this agreement: 

--the United States of America, through the Anglo-Ameri
can Corporation of South-Africa the Anglo-American Ltd., 
the Oppenheimer Group, the Morgan Bank and the Ryan
Guggenheim Group; 
--Engl and, through the British South Africa Company, the 
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Angola 
Boundaries of concession areas of 

COMPANHIA MINEIRA DO LOBITO 
& 

COMPANHIA MINEIRA DO LOMBIGE 

(Scale 1/12,000,000) 

Source: JornaZ Portugu~s de Eaonomia e Finaru;as, Lisbon, 
15 May 1963. 
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De Beers Investment Trust, The Anglo-American Corpora
tion of South Africa and the Guaranty Trust Bank; 
--Belgium, through Forminiere and the Union Miniere of 
Haut Katanga; 
-- Rhodesia and the Union of South Africa, through the 
Anglo-American Corporation of South-Africa; 
-- and Portugal, 

divide among themselves the profits from diamond exploitation in 
Angola. 

" ... in spite of its name, the Portuguese hold only minor inter
ests in the Company ... nevertheless, half of the net profits go to the 
Colonial Government of the territory. In 1959, for example, the 
Government received nearly 106 mil 1 ion escudos from this precious 
source. 11183 

In 1961, DIAMANG announced a new record production of 1 , 147,589 
carats.184 

Global production of diamonds over the five-year period 1959/ 
1963 reached: 1,015,687.90 carats in 1959; 1,056,826.76 carats in 
1960; 1,147,589.90 carats in 1961; 1,081,104.14 carats in 1962, and 
1,083,571.08 carats in 1963.185 The above mentioned profits gar
nered by DIAMANG in 1963 were in the order of $14,954,023.186 

And the value of diamond exports during the first ten months of 
1964 reached 19. 3 mi 11 ion do 11 a rs in the trade ba 1 ance of the co 1 ony. 

In January 1963 an individual corporate entity requested aeon
cession territory of 221,000 square kilometers designated as State 
Reserve in the littoral zone of Angola, from the Cunene toward the 
north and embracing the district of Mo~amedes, for the exploitation 
of diamonds.187 

The Portuguese Government granted to the English company, 
Benguela Railways, SARL, founded in 1902, a monopoly over the con
struction and ownership of a railroad which was to run from the 
region of the Rhodesias and Katanga, across l ,348 kilometers of 
Angolan territory and up to the Pacific Ocean at Benguela. 

The project began with 838 miles of track, which was completed 
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in 1928, but the link-up with the section of rail from Katanga was 
not opened until 1931 .]88 

The Benguela Railway has as its µincipal shareholder the power
ful Tanganyika Concessions Company, which holds 90% of the stock. 
The other 10% belongs to the Portuguese Government. The Tanganyika 
Concessions Company is 1 inked with Rhodesian, South African and North 
American interests, as well as with French interests, namely the 
Rothschild group and the Lazard Bank.189 In 1959 ... "the profits of 
the gigantic British concessionary corporation, Tanganyika Conces
sions, amounted to 4.4 million pounds. Of this enormous sum, not a 
cent went to the Africans of Angola. 2.3 million pounds went to pay 
for mining exploitation in Katanga; 613,000 pounds went for crown 
rights in various mining concessions; and no less than 1.2 million 
pounds went to the Benguela Railroad for transporting minerals from 
Central Africa to the port of Lobito on Angola's southern Atlantic 
coast. 11190 

The Benguela Railway Company had a capital, in 1957, of 23 mil
l ion dollars.191 According to preliminary figures, global receipts 
for the first nine months of 1961 reached $15,047,300, as against 
$14,318,430 for the corresponding period in 1960. The costs of ex
ploitation in Africa were established over the same periods at 
$8,097,000 and $7,189,160, respectively, leaving a margin of gross 
profits at $6,949,500 and $7,129,270)92 

Decree-Law No. 43,601, of 3 May 1961, authorized the Overseas 
Ministry to negotiate with the Benguela Railway Co. a contract for 
the construction and_management of a trunk line for transporting 
iron ore from the Cuima mines.193 

Another Decree-Law, on 10 July 1957, gave the Cabinda Gulf Oil 
Co. an oil and derivatives exploitation monopoly in the enclave of 
Cabinda--three years for prospecting and fifty years of exploitation. 

The Gulf Oil Co., Mexican Gulf Oil, Chase National Bank and the 
National City Bank of New York constitute the major subsidiary 
shareholders in the Cabinda Gulf Oil Co. Corporate capital already 
subscribed to this company is in the order of 1.5 million dollars. 

English interests are represented through the intermediary 
Companhia dos Combustiveis (Fuel Company), a British enterprise 
which has a large oil installation in Lobito. 
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In the same year, 195~ the Portuguese Government gave monopoly 
exploration and development rights regarding oil and its derivatives, 
up to December 1962, to the Petroleum Company of Angola (Companhia 
de Petroleos de Angola--PETROANGOL). With assets of 25.5 million 
dollars, PETROANGOL holds. through the Belgian Petroleum Financing 
Company (Compagnie Financiere Belge de Petroles--PETROFINA), 45% of 
the capital; the Belgian Societe Generale, 15%. These companies are 
very closely connected to the Union Bank of Paris (Banque Union 
Parisienne). 

Belgian interests in this branch of the Angolan Economy repre
sent more than 60% of the total capital invested in oil by all the 
other Western powers. Since the revolution began in 1961, there has 
been an increase in non-Belgian oil rights and investments in Angola 
--by companies such as Gulf Oil, Royal Dutch, Socony Mobil, Shell 
Transport and Standard Oil. PETROANGOL, however, in 1965 signed 
another contract with the Portuguese State for new prospecting, 
drilling and enlarged exploitation rights over Angolan petroleum 
beds.194 

More recently, and as a reflex of the economic expansion of 
France--whose industrial production over the past five years has in
creased 29%195--the Portuguese Government has granted to this coun
try a monopoly over the prospecting and exploitation of aluminum in 
Angola. 

French capital is represented by Pechiney, one of the world's 
great chemical corporations, which specializes in the exploitation 
of aluminum and electro-chemicals {graphite, special metals, etc.). 
To get an idea of this type of corporation, it is sufficient to say 
that: 

"The capital of Pechiney is 430 million francs. The number of 
transactions reached 902 million in 1962; amortizations were 125 
million as against 117 million, and the gross profits were 44.2 
million francs. 11 196 

The industrial installations of Pechiney in Angola for elec
trolysis and lamination are located in Dando, and French technicians 
have guaranteed to provide alumina--the raw material for the produc
tion of aluminum--for a period of ten years.197 

In addition, the Societe Nationale des Petroles d'Aquitaire of 
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Paris has asked for exclusive rights to prospect for hydrocarbon 
beds in certain regions of Angola. 

In 1944 the Copper Company of Angola (Empresa do Cobre de 
Angola) obtained from the Portuguese Government a concession of 
60,000 square kilometers in the district of Congo for the prospect
ing and exploitation of all minerals excepting diamonds, oil, and 
hydrates o.f carbon solids or gases and their derivatives. This com
pany is dominated by American, English and Belgian capital. 

The copper mines in Mavoio (Angola) produced, in 1959 and 1960 
respectively, 9,940 and 9,580 tons. 

The major African producers of copper are the Rhodesias, Urougi 
the Rhodesian Selection Trust and the Rhodesian Anglo-American, and 
the former Belgian Congo by the Union Miniere du Haut-Katanga. In 
1962 and 1963 copper exports from Katanga reached 270J)OO and 29~000 
tons, respectively.198 

In 1949 a concession of 16,700 hectares of land in the region 
of Malange was granted to the Companhia Louise A. Therese Berman for 
the exploitation of manganese and iron-manganese. American, German 
and Swiss interests are linked tothisbranch of the Angolan economy. 

The United States was, up to a few years ago, the only country 
receiving manganese exports from Angola. These reached 70,000 tons 
in 1955. West Germany has recently obtained a share of the country's 
production, having imported some 45,000 tons in 1959. 

A Japanese commercial mission,headed by M. Shozo Hott~ visited 
Lisbon on 12 November 1963 with the aim of negotiating "new forms of 
cooperation, such as capital investments, the creation of industries 
with mixed capital and the sending of Japanese technicians to work 
in Portuguese factories ... and finding new modes of investment for 
Japanese capital in Angola and Mozambique. "199 

A Portuguese commercial mission headed by Dr. A. Paula Coelho, 
Secretary of Commerce.visited Japan on 18 January 1964 with the aim 
of establishing the bases for an expansion of trade between the two 
countries and the conditions for Portuguese acquisition of new Jap
anese industrial equipment. This mission also studied the possibil
ities of exporting to Japan more coffee, sisal and iron from the 
Portuguese colonies.ZOO 
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More recently, and under the patronage of the Bank of Japan, a 
Japanese industrial group obtained an accord from the Portuguese 
Government for promoting investments in several sectors of the 
Angola economy; the amount agreed upon was 120 million dollars, to 
be repaid in from five to ten years. 

Finally, it must be noted that though there are no official 
statistics on the production of uranium, a strategic raw material, 
there are several African producers, namely, the former Belgian 
Congo (whose reserves are in the process of being exhausted), 
Rhodesia, Angola and the Union of South Africa. 

The huge multinational corporations exploiting uranium are the 
Anglo-American Corporation, the Anglo-Transvaal Group, the Gold
fields Group, the Central Mining Co., the Johannesburg Grouparrl the 
General Mining Co. Together, these corporations control the exploi
tation of the principal uranium deposits in the Union of South 
Africa and the Rhodesias and are beginning the prospecting and ex
ploitation of this mineral in Angola. 
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Conclusions 

11MUNGU MBA WUNGURINA I NGO LA 
UONDO BILUKA. 11* 

The position of the colonialist countries before the irrever
sible march of History is significant. 

The great colonial powers used their colonies as an export 
market for their industrial products. The colonies were for these 
powers a factor in the development of their industries. The more 
industry became perfected,the more the "indigenous" peoples of the 
colonies were obliged to evolve in order to purchase the products 
sold by the metropolis. In expanding their external markets, these 
powers were also increasing their production. 

The underdeveloped colonial countries of Europe utilized the 
colonies as a field for plunder, an essential factor in maintain
ing the equilibrium of national finance. The richer these colonies 
were, the poorer their peoples were to become. The basis of the 
colonial economic and social system created, linking the metropoles 
and the colonies, was parasitism. These colonial powers had to ex
ploit and oppress the peoples of these territories in order to 
gain vast wealth and profit. 

The great colonialist powers expanded along with the political 
and social development of Human Thought. They were in the vanguard 
of those great social epochs which impelled the Abolition of Slav
ery, the National Independence of the American Colonies and, today, 
the irreversible march toward the liquidation of colonialism. By 
contrast, the underdeveloped colonialist countries always opposed 
everything which might put an end to the parasitism of the slave-

*"Tomorrow, or sometime after tomorrow, there will be change in 
Angola." (A popular expression among the Angolan people.) 
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based colonial system which they had implanted in their colonies. 
The abolition of slavery, the independence of the American colo
nies and the end of co1onialism implied transformations in the so
cial, political and economic life of their own countries which 
their very underdevelopment prevented them from dealing with quick
ly without at the same time gravely endangering both their nation
al and foreign monopolies. 

Today as yesterday, the great ideas of social 
born in the industrial centers. Today as yesterday, 
of the oppressive and exploitative colonial systems 
developed colonialist countries. 

progress are 
the defenders 

are the under-

Portugal was one of the last slaving countries to sign the 
International Convention for the Abolition of Slavery and only did 
so in the face of an ultimatum from the international organizations 
of that period. 

Portugal fought desperately to retain its hold over Brazil as 
the wind of liberty swept over the American continent in the 19th 
century. And while the first republics appeared ready to break 
the colonial yoke in 1810, it was only in 1889 that Brazil in fact 
became free. 

Portugal is today, still a country which is groping to find 
a way to stop the irreversible course of historic change, refusing 
to acknowledge the right of self-determination and independence 
of the peoples which it exploits and oppresses. Making use of all 
strategems and every kind of deceit, Portugal struggles to perpet
uate the parasitic condition to which it has grown accustomed and 
upon which depends its entire economy and social structure.201 

While there is not the slightest doubt in our minds regarding 
the inevitable result of the conflict which pits us against the 
Portuguese Government and its allies--a result which can be noth
ing other than INDEPENDENCE--this is not the case as regards the 
contentwhich will characterize that Independence. 

It was precisely our concern with the essence of that content 
which, in a clearly cause-and-effect manner, drove us to study 
(despite the limitations and inadequacies which we possess) the 
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fundamental elements which appear as the possible basis for a new 
form of colonial dependency: the economic formation and relation
ships of Angola. 

Political Independence is but a reflex of Economic Independence, 
and the latter is the result of conquests by the laboring masses of 
peasants and workers, students and intellectuals, in their struggle 
against the privileges and profits of the corporations and their 
beneficiaries which represent and defend in Angola the economic and 
social interests of Western monopolies and trusts. 

The impasse in the external dispute regarding the Ango,a prob
lem arises, in large part, from organizational deficiencies within 
the country, among workers in the industrial complexes of the great 
urban centers--who are more generous and more advanced in their 
revolutionary consciousness. 

The Nationalist Movements, and the democratic and progressive 
forces, regard as a fundamental task of the present moment the re
doubling of efforts to more efficiently organize the laborers on the 
large coffee plantations in the north of the country, in the agri
cultural regions of C.A.D.A. in Parto Amboim, on the sugar estates 
and plantations in Cassaquel, on the cotton concessions of COTONANG 
in Malange and Catete, etc. And to gain the active solidarity of 
tha brewery workers in Luanda and Nova Lisboa,the cement workers in 
Lobito, the paper and cellulose factory workers in Alto Catumbela, 
the rubber industry workers in Luanda, etc.; to organize the railway 
workers in Luanda and Benguela,the employees and apprentices in the 
automobile assembly plants and offices, in the sheet-metal and saw 
mills, the fisheries, etc. And, finally, to extend support to the 
abandoned workers in the huge mining concessions. 

Through the concerted mobilizations of workers in these sectors 
of the economy, the vital interests of the companies and agencies 
which directly exploit the riches of the colony will be sorely 
affected,and this will produce negative ramifications for the inter
national monopolies and trusts which these companies and agencies 
represent in Angola. 

The hour will then have arrived when Unilever,the United StatE5 
Steel Company, the Societe Generale de Belgique, the Anglo-American 
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Corporation of South Africa and Pechiney--which stand at the ,top of 
the pyramid of great Western multinational corporations and control 
all of the wealth of AngoZa--will be forced to negotiate, through 
the juridical facade of the Lisbon Government, the first phase of 
decolonization: Political Independence. 

We will then be able, with our base in the trade unions and 
other embryonic organizations born during the liberation struggle, 
to crea-te the conditions for establishing a Government which will 
represent and guarantee the democratic and popular conquests 
achieved during the armed insurrection against the yoke of Portu
guese colonialism and its allies. 

Raba, February 1964 
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Final Note 

If we have taken it upon ourselves, during the free time in our 
professional activities, to study the panorama of the partitioning 
of the Angolan subsoil by the great neocolonial powers, it was our 
modest intention to throw into relief the nature of those relations 
which link the giant Western trusts and monopolies to the Portuguese 
Government--and oppose their interests to the vital interests of the 
Angolan People in their struggle for National Independence and the 
right to share in the profits and privileges stemming from the 
riches of their country's subsoil. 

We consider it urgent that other Angolans, more qualified and 
with better data, dedicate themselves to the study of these rela
tions so as to achieve for us a more profound understanding of the 
economic, financial, social and political implications which result 
from them. 

It remains here to present my acknowledgement to all of my 
friends and comrades in struggle whose advice, assistance and col
laboration were of invaluable help to me in the publication of this 
book. 

To all of them I extend my most sincere gratitude. 

America Boavida 
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Appendix I 

LIBERATION SUPPORT MOVEMENT INTERVIEW 

WITH 

DR. AMERIGO BOA VIDA* 

LSM: 

What brings you to Dar es Salaam at this time, Dr. Boavida? 

Dr. Boavida: 

I've come here for two reasons. First, to discuss future medical 
requirements in the Eastern Region following the Central Commit
tee's decision to shift its HQ to Angola. And second, to recuper
ate and recover some of the weight I lost during my two years in
side the country. 

LSM: 

What, at present, are your major medical problems and needs within 
the Eastern Region? 

Dr. Boavida: 

When I was in the liberated and semi-liberated areas of Angola, in 
addition to practicing medicine, I carried out a study of the med
ical needs in each zone which people and military must cope with. 
Many diseases, you know, are specific to particular regions. In 
Moxico and Cuando Cubango Districts the major endemic diseases are 
malaria, sleeping sickness, leprosy, tuberculosis and African sy
philis. There are many others, but these are the ones primarily 
responsible for the terrible death rate in this area. Life ex
pectancy there is 20 to 30 years and infant mortality is extremely 
high. This helps to explain the very sparse population in the 
Eastern Region, which is only about 0.4 persons per square kilo
meter. Our major needs, therefore are very basic: vaccines and 
serums to inoculate the people against endemic diseases and lo
cally trained medical cadres to administer our programs of 

*Dr. Boavida was interviewed in the Dar es Salaam office of MPLA 
in May 1968 by Don Barnett, current Director of the LSM Information 
Center, and J. Roy. The interview, conducted in French, was later 
translated into English and published as part of an LSM pamphlet. 
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inoculation. We've begun to bring malaria under control, but we 
lack the medical supplies to deal properly with the other sicknes
ses. Cadres are the other problem. We must train medical cadres 
to deal with the specific diseases in each area. At present we 
can't train them to handle all the diseases but we can give each 
student a knowledge of the diseases in the particular area where 
he will work. This is what we started to do in 1967. Intensive 
medical and nurses-aid courses were given, lasting from three to 
six months, after which the students were assigned to a particu
lar zone, preferably in their home area. 

LSM: 

Perhaps you could give us a little more detail on the structure of 
your medical program. 

D1°. Boavida: 

Our liberated and semi-liberated regions are divided into zones, 
each having its Center for Revolutionary Instruction and medical 
center. In addition, there are smaller medical dispensaries in 
each zone to serve both the freedom fighters and the local popula
tion. In every area where military or political action is taking 
place we have a dispensary. But v-1e are still very short of medi
cal cadres and supplies. The areas under our control, you see, 
are very large and are continuing to grow, along with the popula
tion. Transportation and the storage of medicines also create 
difficulties. Supplies have to be carried a long distance by our 
people and we have no storage or refrigeration facilities. You 
know the people sti1l live in very primitive conditions, so even 
elementary hygiene is a big problem. Again, there are many diff
erent and widespread diseases--eye diseases, skin diseases, etc. 
I've had 15 years of experience and have practiced in several 
African countries, but I've run across cases in Angola which I 
wouldn't have thought possible before. The Portuguese provided ab
solutely nothing for these people in the way of medical services. 

LSM: 

Where at present do you get your medical supplies? 

Dr. Boavid.a: 

We take some from the Portuguese but most comes from outside. 
can't tell you exactly from where, but a good deal of it comes 
through the DAU. l✓ hen I was inside I wou 1 d pre pa re my reports for 
the Central Committee and it was then their responsibility to try 
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to get the supplies which I requested. 

LSM: 

What happens,from a medical standpoint, when a guerrilla is wound
ed or falls ill deep inside enemy-held territory? 

Dr. Boavida: 

We have several zones which the Portuguese dare not enter; these 
are truly liberated areas. We also send medical-aids out with the 
guerrilla detachments to serve on the "front lines''. They can ad
minister first aid and handle simple cases. If someone is serious
ly wounded or ill he will be taken by stretcher back to a medical 
center for treatment. 

LSM: 

Do you have any problems of morale with those who are wounded? 

Dr. Boavida: 

You can't imagine what happens to a person who has been forced to 
live an almost animal existence when he sees his oppressor before 
him. He may be frightened but when he is wounded he experiences a 
sense of liberation, of having given something of himself for the 
revolution, for the people. No, I have not found morale to be a 
problem among the wounded. In fact, their major preoccupation is 
to know if they will be able to fight again, to continue the 
struggle. Occasionally there will be someone whose wounds I can't 
treat--because we don't have the necessary facilities to perform 
major surgery. And when I tell him that he must go outside for 
treatment he will usually plead with me to let him stay. "You can 
help me Doctor", he'll say, "it's not that serious", ... any reason 
which will allow him to remain with his comrades. During the re
cuperation period in the interior the patients' time is fully uti
lized. There are political education courses, guard duty, mail to 
be given out--there are many small tasks they can perform, always 
some useful job they can do according to the degree of their in
validity. One of my tasks is to determine what each patient can 
do to occupy himself usefully, to see to it that the patient never 
has a chance to believe that he is of no use. 

H·, 1e you had any military training yourself? 

107 



Dr. Boavida: 

I haven't actually been trained to fight like our guerrillas. But 
I have had some training inside, enough to cope with emergency 
situations. 

LSM: 

MPLA intends to move its HQ into Angola. How will this affect your 
medical department? 

Dr. Boavida: 

I learned this over our radio broadcast while inside the country. 
Of course, this will mean added responsibilities for us. We shall 
have to speed up our plans for building a hospital inside, capable 
of handling the more difficult cases, major surgery, etc. 

LSM: 

Do you now have people studying medicine abroad? 

Dr. Boavida: 

Yes, we have many cadres studying outside Angola. This year a 
couple of medical doctors are due to return. We are waiting pa
tiently. 

LSM: 

How could politically progressive medical personnel, from Europe 
or North America, for example, help you inside the country? 

Dr. Boavida: 

This is a difficult matter. Under present conditions anyone who 
was not Angolan, who lacked the Angolan's intense hatred of the 
Portuguese regime, would find it next to impossible to accept the 
conditions under which we are now forced to live in Angola. The 
climate itself is a big problem. The Eastern Region is on the 
high plateau. In the dry season, from July to October, it gets 
very cold, dropping sometimes to -2 degrees C. During the rainy 
season the flatlands become flooded and we sometimes have to march 
considerable distances with water up to our necks. Some of our 
comrades have been stricken with asthma. Again, it would be diffi
cult for a European to live on a steady diet of cassava and un
purified water. He might not be able to stand the lack of proteins 
and vitamins, and he has no natural defenses against the local 
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diseases. In some cases even preventives are of no use. For ex
ample, we have three types of malaria in this region. Anti-mala
ria drugs may protect you against one type but not the others. 
The Angolan who was born in a particular area and has managed to 
live for more than a few year~ has naturally acquired the vaccines 
which protect him against certain local diseases. But I'm afraid 
a European travelling around the Eastern Region as much as some 
of our people have to, might not survive the first five or six 
months. To manage at all he would have to take every medical pre
caution, bring in some of his own food and remain in the particu
lar area whose diseases he has been inoculated against. It could 
be done, but it would not be easy. At present, given our primary 
need~ it is more urgent to train local medical cadres to treat the 
basic diseases and handle simple cases. 



Appendix II 

A TRIBUTE TO DR. AMERIGO BOA VIDA* 

The Executive Committee of the MPLA, expressing the feelings of 
all its militants, pays a high tribute, full of emotion, to Dr. 
Americo Boavida, who died in combat in Angola as a result of a 
bombing raid in one of the combat areas where he worked as direc
tor of the Medical Assistance Services. 

Americo Boavida came from Luanda,where he was born on 20 November, 
1923. Overcoming all the difficulties imposed by the racially 
oppressive colonialist regime, he successfully completed his pri
mary and secondary schooling and ,was one of the first Angolan gra
duates of the Liceau de Luanda, where Agostinho Neto was also a 
student. He represented the local athletics club as an athlete 
and made an effective contribution to the sporting successes 
carried off by that group. 

In 1952, he obtained a degree in medicine from the University Med
ical Faculty in Porto and Lisbon, followed by degrees in tropical 
medicine and hygiene. In both 1954 and 1958 he worked in the 
clinical hospital of the Medical Faculty of the University of 
Barcelona, and in 1965 he specialised in gynecology and obstetrics 
at the Institute for Post Graduate Medical Studies in Prague. 

He practiced his profession in Angola, in the town of Luanda, 
where he lived from 1955 to 1960, becoming known for his quali
ties, both professional and nationalist. He earned enormous pres
tige and the esteem of his compatriots. 

His nationalist feeling led him to give up his professional acti
vities and to devote himself entirely to the struggle for the 
national independence and freedom of his people. 

In August 1960, he joined the MPLA, where he worked as a member of 
the Department of Foreign Relations, as President of the Angolan 
Volunteer Corps for Assistance to the Refugees (CVAAR) in Kinshasa 
and as a member of the National Committee. He was one of the 
first Angolan doctors to respond to our movement's call to go and 
fight inside our country. 

Throughout his life as a doctor and fighter he had the affection 

*This tribute by the MPLA Executive Committee was first published 
in Angola in Arms, in January 1969. 



and friendly counsel of his wife, a teacher of nation
ality. The just nature of our struggle made hc·r support and 
accompany him with courage in all his activities. His widow has 
made an active contribution to the development of our struggle and 
devoted herself with all possible enthusiasm and effort to the 
liberation of both the Angolan people and the oppressed Portuguese 
people. 

Deeply concerned about the evolution of the social and political 
problems of the Third World, Dr. Boavida made a profound analysis 
of the Portuguese colonial system, strongly condemning it in vari
ous articles published in the international press and in his out
standing book, Angola: Clnco Seculos de Exploracao Portuguesa, 
published in Brazil by Editflra Civilizac~o Brasile~ra S.A., Rio de 
" • I Jane, ro. 

The Executive Committee of the MPLA considers that Dr. Am~rico 
Boavida gave services of inestimable value on the Eastern Front, 
making himself specially noted for the setting up of a number of 
dispensaries there, for the way in which he insured the medical 
care of the local population and also for the scientific analysis 
he made towards a solution of the health problems in Angola. 

A well-known figure internationally, Dr. America Boavida stands 
immortal at the side of all the heroes who have died for the Lib
eration of Angola from Portuguese colonial domination. His exam
ple will not have been in vain. Paying with his life for his 
feelings as a nationalist and revolutionary, Dr. America Boavida 
will remain a symbol to all Angolan patriots who are wholly dedi
cated to the task of transforming Angola into an independent, 
democratic and free country. 
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Appendix UI 

WE SHALL NOT MOURN THE DEAD* 

On the earth that covers you 
Comrade 

We shall not drop tears 
or flowers 

The liberation of the Motherland requires blood 
On the earth that covers you 

Comrade 
We shall let the children play 

with their wooden rifles 
with their wooden rifles 

The liberation of the Motherland requires blood 
The blood of her best sons 
We shall let the children play. 

We shall let feet hardened 
by rough walking 
without end 

pass over the earth that covers you 
Comrade 

and follow the path 
of the fields 
where cassava swells 

We shall let feet hardened 
by rough walking 
without end 

pass over the earth that covers you 
Comrade 

The liberation of the Motherland requires blood 
The blood of her best sons 
We shall let the grass grow 

high 
to the height of the savanna. 

We shall let the rains fall. 

We shall let the rains fall 
and may the earth that covers 
you 

Comrade 

*This poem, dedicated to Dr. Boavida, was written by an MPLA com
rade and published originally in An,gola in Arms, January 1969. 
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give out that smell good 
and warm, 

that free sme 11 
which is the smell of damp earth 
which is the smell of fertile 

earth. 

The liberation of the Motherland requires blood 
The blood of her best sons 
On the earth that covers you 

Comrade 
We shall let the Children play. 

We shall let feet hardened 
by rough walking 
without end 

pass over the earth that covers you 
Comrade. 

We shall let the wind blow. 

We shall let the grass grow 
high 
to the height of the savanna. 

We shall let the rains fall. 

On the earth that covers you 
Comrade 

We shall not drop tears 
or flowers. 

On the earth that covers you 
Comrade 

We shall follow the example 
of your heroism, 
of your valour, 

in order to advance 

and, 
thus, 

as much as possible 
as quickly as possible 

make your heroism 
useful to our people 

On the earth that covers you 
Comrade 

I shall not speak 
of those who necessarily fall 
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in the struggle 
I shall not speak 

Comrade! 

But on the earth that covers you 
Comrade 

great, 
with the immense greatness 

of the liberation of Angola 
every hour 
every instant 
I shall utter the cry 

the cry 
which was your last cry 
and which resounded 
in the hearts 
of the comrades 
who were attacking 

beside you 
the last enemy barracks 

you destroyed, 
the cry 

which was your last cry 
and which resounded 
in the terror 
of those 
who thought 
they had killed you, 

the cry 
which was your last cry 
and which resounded 
in the immensity of the earth 
and raised thousands 
of other cries 
like yours. 

Every hour 
every instant 
I shall utter the cry 

the cry 
which was your last cry 

MPLA ADVAAAAAANCE ... 
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