
aimed at inciting acts of terrorism and civil war in the territory of 
the other high contracting party. 

Article Six 

The high contracting parties declare that there is no conflict bet
ween their commitments in treaties and international obligations 
and the commitments undertaken in this agreement. 

Article Seven 

The high contracting parties are commited to interpreting this 
agreement in good faith and will maintain periodic contact to en
sure the effective application of what has been agreed. 

Article Eight 

Nothing in this agreement shall be construed as detracting from 
the high contracting parties right to self-defense in the even of 
armed attacks, as provided for in the charter of the United Nations. 

Article Nine 

(1) Each of the high contracting parties shall appoint high rank
ing representatives to serve on a joint security commission with 
the aim of supervising and monitoring the application of this 
agreement. 

(2) The commission shall determine its own working procedure.
(3) The commission shall meet on a regular basis and may be

specically convened whenever circumstances so require. 
(4) The commission shall
a. consider all allegations of infringements of the provisions
of this agreement,
b. advise the high contracting parties of its conclusions, and 
c. make recommendations to the high contacting parties con
cerning measures for the effective application of this agree-
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ment and the settlement of disputes over infringements of 
alleged infringements. 
(5) The high contracting parties shall determine the mandate of

their respective representatives in order to enable intermin 
measures to be tak�n in cases of duly recognized emergency. 

(6) The high contracting parties shall make available all the
facilities necessary for the effective functioning of the commis
sion and will jointly consider its conclusions and recommenda
tions. 

Article Ten 

This agreement also be known as "The Accord of Nkomati". 

Article Eleven 

(1) This agreement shall enter into force on the date of the
signature thereof. 

(2) Any amendment to this agreement agreed to by the high con
trcting parties shall be effected by the exchange of notes between 
them. 

In witness whereof, the signatures, in the names of their respec
tive governments, have signed and sealed this agreement, in 
quadruplicate in the English and Portuguese languages, both texts 
being equally authentic. 

Thus done and signed at the common border the banks of the 
Nkomati River, on this sixteenth day of March 1984. 

Pieter Willem Botha 
Prime Minister of the 
Republic of South Africa 

Samora Moises Machel 
Marshal of the Republic 
President of the People's 
Republic of Mozambique 

Samora Machel Speaks At Nkomati 

Below we reprint the text of Mozambican President Samora 

Machel's speech at the signing of the Nkomati Accord on 

March 16, 1984. 

The signing of the Agreement of Non Aggression and 
Good Neighbourliness is a high point in the history of rela
tions between our two states and a high point in the history 
of our region. 

The principles we have enshrined in the Accord of 
Nkomati are universally valid ones that govern relations 
between sovereign states regardless of their political, 
economic and social systems. They are principles that 
open new perspectives for the relationship between our 
states, in so far as they guarantee a solid and lasting 
peace between the two neighbouring countries. They are 
principles that establish a new situation in our region, a 
situation of peace and good neighbourliness. 

The Accord of Nkomati is a unique document among the 
states of our region. The need for it arose not so much from 
the differences between us, but above all from the process 
of confrontation that developed and created the awareness 
that this was not the road that would best serve the in-
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terests of our two countries. 
We have undertaken here a solemn commitment not to 

launch aggressive actions of any sort against one another, 
and we have created conditions for the establishment, with 
honour and dignity, of a new phase of stability and security 
on our common borders. 

We do not want Southern Africa, and our two countries 
in particular, to be the theatre for a generalised conflict. 
That is why we have enshrined in the Accord of Nkomati 
the principle that our states will not be used by any other 
state or group of states to jeopardise the sovereignty, ter
ritorial integrity or independence of our countries. 

We are thus laying the foundation for a definitive break 
of the cycle of violence that has been establshed in this 
region of the continent. A violence that was above al the 
result of the burdensome legacies we carry with us. A 
violence that began some centuries ago, when the dignity 
and personality of African peoples were trampled on by the 
aggression, domination and exploitation of European col

onialism. Africa was ravaged by the brutality of slave wars 
and colonial conquest, which brought division, humiliation, 
poverty and destruction to the peoples of the continent. 

We are a continent of survivors. We survived slavery, Vye 



survived wars of  conquest and we survived the brutal i ty of
repression when we wanted to become masters of  our own
dest in ies .

For that  reason we are fu l ly  cognisant of  the value oÍ
peace and of the need to reject the legacies that divide us.

We thus assume, before the wor ld and before history,
responsibi l i ty  for  guaranteeing the perpetui ty of  th is Agree-

ment  and e l im ina t ing  the  roo t  causes  o f  v io lence,  war  and
conf rontat ion.

The di Í Íerences between our pol i t ical ,  economic and
social  concepts are great and even antagonic.

We recognised these di f ferences honourably on the hard
and di Í f icul t  road of  f rank and open talks that  led us to th is
Aggreement.  We shal l  cont inue to be aware of  the remain-
ing contradict ions but we recognise that we are in-
dissolubly l inked by geography and by proximity.

Peaceful  coexistence, mutual  respect,  and relat ions of
good neighbour l iness are the only rat ional  a l ternat ive for
our future to be free of  the spectre of  v io lence and
destruct ion.

The People 's Republ ic oÍ  Mozambique cher ishes peace
as the most precious possession of  mankind, the deepest
aspirat ion oÍ  a l l  peoples.  Peace and coexistence are wr i t -
ten  in to  our  Const i tu t ion .  Based on  our  soc ia l i s t  po l i cy  o f
peace we have proposed, s ince the f i rst  meet ing between
our governments on 17 December 1982, that  we should
agree, formal ly or informal ly,  to let  peace and coexistence
prevail between our states.

Peace is when there is respect between states for
sovereignty,  independence and terr i tor ia l  integr i ty.

Peace is when there is harmony, anci  physical ,  mater ia l ,
sp i r i tua l  and soc ia l  t ranqu i l i t y .

Peace is when the l i fe,  l iber i ty,  equal i ty and digni ty of
man is  respec ted  w i thout  any  d isc r im ina t ion .

Peace generates the condi t ions of  progress,  economic
development and social  wel lbeing.

After a long per iod of  armed conf l ic t ,  hopes of  peace are
emerging. They must be converted into real i ty.  They must
be fert i l ised and enr iched so that they may blossom and
grow.

The prospect oÍ  peace opens possibi l i t ies Íor  developing
the vast resources in which our region abounds. These
resources must as a matter of  pr ior i ty be exploi ted for  the
benef i t  o f  the  peop le ,  wh i le  a lways  sa feguard ing  the  na-
t ional  interests of  each state.

Economic relat ions between our states must develop in
a heal thy and correct  manner.

We ne i ther  can nor  shou ld  ignore  the  fac t  tha t  our  re la -
t ions have a histor ic t radi t iorr ,  which enhanced the
geograph ica l  con t igu i ty  o f  the  two count r ies .

But  we must  a lso  recogn ise  tha t  re la t ions  o f  economic
dependence are  no t  conduc ive  to  s tab i l i t y  and harmon ious
progress.  For th is reason our state rejects any type of  re la-
t ionsh ip  tha t  migh t  in  any  way l im i t  i t s  independence or
make i t  economica l l y  dependent  on  another  count ry .

In  the  economic  sphere  le t  us  f ind  ways  o f  deve lop ing
resources, inÍrastructures,  and circumstances which, be-
ing  par t  o f  the  exper ience o f  our  re la t ions ,  a re  l i ke ly  to
br ing reciprocal  advantages and benef i ts on the basis oÍ
equa l i t y .

I t  i s  w i th in  th is  contex t  tha t  the  Agreement  o Í  Non Ag-
gress ion  and Good Ne ighbour l iness  has  an  impor tan t  ro le

to play,  as there can be no development wi thout peace and
t ranqu i l i t y .

We have establ ished relat ions of  cooperat ion wi th the
states of Southern Africa in the framework of SADCC.

As we have already had occasion to state, SADCC was
not created against  South Afr ica.  l ts  central  object ive is to
el iminate hunger,  wretchedness and i l l i teracy and to im-
prove the standard of  l iv ing of  the peoples of  the region. l ts
member states refuse economic dependence on South
Africa as on any other country.

These object ives are solemnly proclaimed in the Lusaka
Declarat ion which created SADCC, and we would l ike to
reaff i rm once again our total  f idel i ty to these pr inciples.

Our states have been able to map out the path oÍ coex-
istence. They have been able to discuss between
themselves. Between themselves they have been able to
deÍ ine their  interests and object ives.  Many have been sur-
pr ised at  the speed with which we found answers,  and by
our abil ity to do so without external interference.

.We, the Mozambican people,  want to develop fr iendly
relat ions wi th the South Afr ican people.  None of  us,
Mozambicans or South AÍr icans, have another country.  We
are not foreigners to our cont inent or countr ies.

We have to l ive together on a basis of  mutual  respect,
f reedom, equal i ty and just ice.  These are fundamental  pr in-
c ip les of  our state,  pr inciples that  are the very essence of
our concept of a free and democratic society. They are
pr inc ip les  w i th  wh ich  we remain  cons is ten t  and to  wh ich
we are intransigent ly loyal .

Our object ive is that  our region should assert  i tsel f  as a
model oÍ  peace. We do not want Southern Afr ica or our
cont inent to be the basis for  any armed conf l ic ts.  In par-
t icular we do not want to be the ones to t r igger of f  a con-
frontat ion on a wor ldwide scale.

The l iberat ion struggle of  the Afr ican peoples was a
struggle to achieve peace.

The whole of  AÍr ica is cont inuing the struggle to become
a zone of  peace, and for her oceans to be thoroughfares of
peace, uni ty,  Í r iendship and cooperat ion between peoples.
The whole oÍ  Afr ica is Í ight ing to avert  the horrors oÍ  a
nuclear holocaust f rom the cont inent.

The peoples of  Afr ica have always struggled to el iminate
the mot ive causes of  conf l ic ts,  tension and wars.  They
have always struggled to eradicate foreign dominat ion and
exploi tat ion,  and to bui ld progress,  prosper i ty and hap-
piness in peace.

In  th is  s t rugg le  to  a f f i rm the  d ign i ty  and persona l i t y  o f
the AÍr ican man the Organisat ion of  Afr ican Unity was and
cont inues to be an important instrument for  mater ia l is ing
the  leg i t imate  asp i ra t ions  o f  the  peop le  o f  our  cont inent .

We cannot lose this opportuni ty to pay our t r ibute to
those who founded and inspired the OAU. More than twen-
ty years ago a galaxy oÍ  i l lustr ious Afr ican leaders had the
lucidi ty,  the histor ical  v is ion and the courage to give form
to the aspirat ion of  uni ty so that the struggle of  the AÍr ican
peop le  fo r  the  l ibera t ion  o f  our  cont inent  cou ld  cont inue.

In th is great epic,  the l iberat ion of  Afr ica,  many were the

heroes who sacr i Í iced their  l ives for  the noble cause. l t  is

wi th deep emot ion that at  th is moment we evoke their

memories.  They wi l l  remain immortal ised with af Íect ion

and respect in the history of  Afr ica.
we wou ld  l i ke  to  emphas ise  the  dec is ive  ro le  o f  the



leaders of  the Front Line States wi th which we have been

uni ted for a long t ime in the cause of  the l iberat ion of  our

cont inent and in the search for peace and progress,  for

just ice and equal i ty,  in th is region of  Afr ica'

we salute Mwal imu Jul ius Kambarage Nyerere arrd Doc-

tor Kenneth David Kaunda, those dist inguished f igures

who transformed their  peoples into f i rm and unwaver ing

al l ies in the l iberat ion of  the Mozambican people.  This

respectÍul  t r ibute to the peoples oÍ  Tanzania and Zambia is

extensive to al l  peoples who made our struggle for  peace

and freedom their  own.
The Agreement we have concluded is a s igni f icant con'

t r ibut ion towards these noble object ives.  Furthermore i t

enables the region to concentrate i ts ef Íor ts on the pr ime

struggle of  the cont inent and humanity- the struggle

ag" lnst  hunger,  d isease, ignorance'  poverty and

underdeveloPment.
Let AÍrica emerge as a region of progress where reason

prevai ls over hate and prejudice and where the ef for ts of
' l*lr|"n 

"r. 
concentrated on the struggle for development and

wel lbe ing .
Peace, security, stabil ity and progress have always been

object ives of  the Mozambican people 's struggle '

in 1964 our people launched the armed struggle against

Portuguese colonial ism to win nat ional  independence and

el iminate one of  the factors that  d isturbed peace in our
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region. ln 1974, ten years later, that objective was attained.
Another ten years have elapsed, and we are here to
es tab l i sh  the  bas is  fo r  a  c l imate  o f  good ne ighbour l iness
and peace to prevai l  between two states of  the Southern
region of  our cont inent.

The eÍ for t  to achieve peace required determinat ion,  a cor-
rect historical perspective and steadfastness. The moment
has come when for us,  what counts for  more than legal
texts and formulat ions is the given word, the sense of  com-
mitment and good Íai th.

The Government of  the People 's Republ ic of  Mozambi-
que wi l l  keep i ts word both in let ter  and in spir i t .

We have always fought for  peace, equal i ty and progress
proc la iming  FRELIMO's  watchword ,  THE STRUGGLE
CONTINUES!

Today the struggle cont inues for equal i ty,  for
democracy, for  just ice so that on our cont inent we should
a l l  be  equa l .

Today, for  peace, stabi l i ty ,  good neighbour l iness and
progress,

A LUTA CONTINUA
Thank you very much

5. DEMANDS the immediate and uncondi t ional  wi thdrawal
of the South African occupation army from the territory of
Angola,  according to the pert inent resolut ions of  the Uni ted
Nat ions Secur i ty Counci l  and the OAU;
6. FULLY SUPPORTS the efforts and measures undertaken
by the Angolan Government,  according to Art ic le 51 of  the
United Nat ional  Charter in order to guarantee and safeguard
the terr i tor ia l  integr i ty and nat ional  sovereignty;
7.  CONDEMNS the South AÍr ican barbar ic raids against  the
Kingdom of Lesotho and against  the People 's Republ ic of
Mozambique;
8.  DEMANDS the immediate cessat ion of  acts of  aggres-
sion and destabi l izat ion carr ied out by the Pretor ia regime
against  the independent and sovereign States oÍ  the region;
9.  REAFFIRMS that the pol icy of  Apartheid,  a cr ime against
the  consc ience and d ign i ty  o f  the  who le  mank ind ,  i s  incom-
pat ib le wi th the Charters of  the Uni ted Nat ions and the OAU
and the Universal  Declarat ion of  Human Rights;
10. PAYS TRIBUTE to the Front l ine States and to the King-
dom of Lesotho for the sacr i f ices made in resist ing against
the  po l i cy  o f  b lackmai l  and in t im ida t ion  o f  the  Apar the id
reg ime a iming  a t  fo rc ing  them to  g ive  up  the i r  f i rm and
courageous posi t ion which they have always adopted
towards the struggles of  the Peoples of  Namibia and South
Af r ica;

OAU Statement on Situation
in Southern AÍrica

Meeting in Addis Ababa in early March, the OAU Council of
Ministers adopted the following statement on the situation
in southern Africa.

The OAU Counci l  of  Ministers,
1.  EXPRESSES i ts deep concern for  the undeclared war
being waged by racist  South AÍr ica against  the independent
States of  Southern AÍr ica,  which const i tutes a ser ious
threat to peace and secur i ty in Afr ica and internat ional
peace in general ;
2.  VIGOUROUSLY DENOUNCES the intensi f icat ion of  de-
stabi l iz ing mi l i tary,  pol i t ical  and economic act ions carr ied
out by the racist  regime of  South Afr ica against  the indepen-
dent States in the region, part icular ly Angola,  Lesotho and
Mozambique;
3.  CONDEMNS the South Afr ican regime for i ts destabi l iz-
ing pol icy against  neighbour ing countr ies and part icular ly
the recrui tment,  t ra in ing and Í inancing of  armed bandi ts and
mercenar ies directed against  the independent and sover-
eign States in the region;
4 .  STRONGLY CONDEMNS the  mi l i ta ry  occupat ion  o f  par ts
oÍ  the terr i tory of  the People 's Republ ic of  Angola by the
racist  South Afr ican army in v io lat ion of  i ts  nat ional  sover-
eignty and terr i tor ia l  intergr i ty and of  the elementary pr in-
c ip les of  internat ional  law;
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