
Samora Machel ooo.
EPISODES FROM LIFE

Pres ident  Mache l ' s  50 th  b i r thday
was celebrated throughout Mozambi-
que dur ing the month oÍ  September
w i t h  v o l u n t a r y  w o r k  c a m p a i g n s ,
cul tu ral  programs and announcements
of new projects by various groups. TEM-
P O  m a g a z i n e  d e v o t e d  a n  i s s u e  t o
r e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  S a m o r a  M o i s e s
Machel- the chi ld,  the man, the Í ighter,
the leader -by those who know him.
What follows are excerts f rom a 1974 in-
terv iew with Machel  which appears in
tha t  i ssue.

We publ ish i t  because we bel ieve that
talks about the exper iences not only of
M a c h e l  b u t  o Í  t h e  P e o p l e  a s  a
whole.  " l  d id not know my grand-
parents, neither maternal nor paternal.
But I had the luck to know those who
knew my paternal grandíather who in
around 1920 was already more than 100
years old.  He was a soldier in the
resistance wars against Portuguese in-
vasion. Mv parents told me that he had
manv bulle't wounds. Mv father use to
tell rhe sÍories about the'brutality of the
invasion, its inhumanity, how the in-
vaders treated the people who were
captured. ln this way, when I was a
child, I was ducated in the spirit ot
resis tance. My f  ather to ld us tâese
things for us to understand certain
phenomena that was happening, in par-
ticular in the region where we lived."

Samora Machel  tafked about the in-
f  luence o f  the  o ld  men in  the  area  on  h is
educat ion as a revolut ionary.  One in
par t i cu la r  was  a  Method is t  pás tor  w i th
whom he l ived dur ing the school  year
b e c a u s e  t h e  m i n i s t e r ' s  h o u s e  w a s
closer to the mission school  than his
p a r e n t s ' h o m e .

"These old protestants were always
persecuted. They participated in the
war oí resistance against the occupa-
t ion of  our country by colonial ism.
When thev became protestants it was a
form of résistance.' lt was they who in-
spired us, Íàese elders from here. We
were not born from nothing. The cons-
tant spirit oí struggle, struggle, strug-
gle,... l t was these elders who taught us.
they talked with us and saidr / t  is
necessary to combat the Portuguese,
they are Íoreigners. iÍ was they who
taught us. We could not have learned
this anywhere else. Books about Marx
never arrived here, neither did any other
book talking against colonialism. Our
books were Íhese old men. lt was them
who taught us what colonialism was,
the evils oÍ colonialism, what the col-
onialists did when they entered here.
They were our source of inspiration.
Never betray, said Íâese elders. Never
betray in time oÍ war. Because oí this
we never gave up."
M a c h e l  a l s o  s p o k e  o f  t h e  r o l e  o f
shopkeepers in the region.

"l am going to tellyou what made me
aware of what was exploration. Iâose
sÍores belonged to two shopkeepers
8

Antonio and Joao. At the same time
tâaÍ slores were banks, posÍ ofíices,...
tâese storekepers corrupted the ad-
ministration. When people traded their
products here, they were obliged to buy
this and that... they could not take all
the  money.  l t  was  a  ne twork  we l l
mqunted .  The peop le  had to  buy
clothes, l iquors, etc. and it was they
who f ixed the price that they wanted.
T h e  s h o p k e e p e r s  b e c a m e  c a t t l e -
raisers, robbing them through wine.
They took their workers in three trucks
and would go from house Ío house,
looking for whoever had drank wine the
night before... They would say: you
drank a bottle of 20 l iters and did not
pay. lt was in thìs way that they became
cattle ranchers, the bandits. With the
money that they gained here, they con-
s t ruc te rd  houses  and bu i ld ings  in
Mapu to., Here(in the district) they never
did anv developine..."

Mache l ' s  o ldes t  b ro ther  was k i l led  in
South  Af r i ca  in  1944.  In  the  same in te r -
v iew he reca l led  what  work ing  in  the
mines  meant .' 
"The men were sold for the mines of

South Af rica. And when they were there,
the women were taken for road work, for
s ix  months ,  in  the  cons t ruc t ion  o f
roads ,  o r  in  cons t ruc t ion  work  fo r
shopkeepers, or on the plantations oí
European f armers. / /ost many relatives
in South Africa. Some returned with
tuberculosis, mutilated, blind, com-
pletely use/ess and without compensa-
tion. Others died in Soufâ Africa, in-
cluding my oldest brother. When he
died in the mines, my father recieved a
note which said that he should go there
and recieve an indemnification of 40
pounds. But i t  said a/so that they would
not give all oí the indemniíication im'
mediately. My father recieved only 10
pounds and the other 30 stayed in the
administration's safe, where he was to
go from time to time solicìting small
quant i t ies Ío Íhe extent necessary.  l t  is
clear that he never recieved any indem-
nity. Forty pound indemnification for
the death of a man, an accident in the
mines. Sti l l  in addition to this, my f ather
had to sign a form declaring having
recieved a total of 40 pounds."

A n d  a b o u t  h i s  e x p e r í e n c e  i n  t h e
school  system which was avai lable to
Af r i ca  ns  dur ing  co lon ia l i sm.

"When it lacked 15 days before the
4th c lass exam, they said to me: Ei ther
you are baptized or you leave the mis-
sion. fhe SisÍers oÍ Charity and the
Fathe r  came to see me and told me this.
It lacked only 15 days. I had already sub-
mit ted my papers. I  accepted. lwas bap'
tized and christened. They gave me
many presents, cloth with the f ace oí St.
F r a n c i s c o  X a v i e r ,  e t c .  T h e y  w e r e
satisf ied because they had converted a
Protestant. They had gained tlock. This
was in 1950.

"Afterwards I thought: well I made

"My exper ience is  no t  i so la ted .  l t  i s  the
e x p e r i e n c g ,  o f  a l l  o f  u s , "  -  S a m o r a
Mache l ,  Mozambique 's  p res ident .

the 4th C/ass as a bri l l iant student, I wil l
go to the secoundary school or at /east
to  the  commerc ia l  schoo/  Sa da
Bandeira - technical school. When I
made the appl icat ion íor  there,  the
Fathers came to see me and said: Go to
t.he . seminqry, gQ th.e. M.agude t.o the
iunior seminary. I said: No. I won't go. I
want to go thethe secoundary school, it
is normal. I don't want anything oÍ the
seminary.

"Then they went to talk with the ad-
ministrator, they blocked everything,
and I was not allowed to enter tâe se-
coundary school. I went to Lourenco
Marques but could not arrange things.
The F athers blocked me. I returned to
Xai-Xai ìn 1951, practiced as a nurse.
Then in 1952, lwent to Miguel  Bombar-
do Hospital in Lourenco Marques to
take a course in nursing."

As  he  conc luded h is  in te rv iew in  1974
h e  r e m a r k e d  o n  t h e  c o m m o n  e x -
per ience.

"My experience is not an isolated ex-
perience. lt is the experience oí all of us
Mozambicans. All of us have this ex-
perience of l i fe under colonialism. ln
1961 and 1962. we had sad moments oÍ
anguish,  wi th the persequis ions which
o c c u r r e d  a t  t h e  P I D E  i n s t a l l a t i o n s .
Some of my fr iends were pr isoners.
They were less vigilanÍe, /ess cautious,
they wanted toconf ront colonialism on-
ly wi th words. . .But who laughs last ,
laughs ôesf. Today, we are one people,
and not a Portuguese people, but a
Mozambican people. And we are con-
s t ruc t ing  our  des t iny  w i th  our  own
h a n d s . "  a


