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Probl
‘Revolution

. on the . traditional - -African

* societies .in: Angola. on the .cve of

. presented - the

the -beginning of the armed struggle
following  social
aspects: . )
On the African side
inhabitants):

@5 n%illion

Two illion five hundred- thou-.
... sand -producers were more -or less
_integrated -within- the ,market eco-

~’nomy.

“< ‘employed in.trade (34,000),

One hundred fifty- thousand were
trans-

formation -industries (57,000), the

" rnincs,} civil - construction and- the. .
" administration. :

Approximately

: ~ing, transportation, public work and

. All these .groups were and are.
political privileged however the first :

" mically. \

- takes into consideration the 350,000.

‘domestic segvices. -

" .On’ the European side (200,000)

inhabitants: . ' .
"Group 1=~ About 5% who made

up-the colony’s richest group.

Group II— 17%--were adminis-

trative civil servants, technicians in

" industry and commerce, well-to-do

tradesmen and . farmers, members

“of the liberal professions.

Group . TH — 289, were medium
and -'small

salaried employces - in industry

" (6000),; commerce (9,000) agricul-.

ture, and civil scrvants.
Group IV —10%
employed.

were

two were the most privileged econo-

That was
table of the active African’ and

. -European populations within- the
- framework™ 'of ‘a- single capitalist

economy. The result of the -blow

‘to. the-traditional African- structures

was not sufficiently .analysed if .one

Africans . who: emigratéd to " the
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HE impact of the colonial system .

eight  hundred.
* thousand were employed® in farm-.

.undetemployment;

iradesmen, permanent
7 i
,Status .Quo. - -

un-’

the very precarious :

urban areas. tnd..the:anaual ;wave .-

of some- 100,000- Africans: who clan
destinely - left. -for
neighbouring - Angola.

A}together more-. than2 milliciri
Africans, thrown. out of their social
and-geographic enviroriment by- the

+ disintegration - of : traditional. :socie-
ties, by the: theft of - Tand ::violencg, -
hung on . to - life *outside: ;their

- customary frame of - life, - in..aréas -

of -itisecurity. and- despair, ~deprived
of ancient solidarities. ! .+ "~ - |

* - PORTUGUESE FASCISM -

1t/ is obvious -that . the million
Angolans who"-went abroad (almost
_all of them under Belgian;: British -

and | South - African -- super-exploi-

. tation), ihe 800,000 .wage workers in

the |rural’ areas -and the. 350,000
Africans living, '
1 in: - the _‘urban
area$, ‘constituted - the focal--point

. of the tensions and- conflicts in

Angola. The- geo-social- radiys: of
thésé. conflicts . must . inevitably
include, as well as Angolan -terri:
tory; the Congo,- the -Rhodesiaand
South West Africa. Dcfepding;zthtla'
R

il

- _system . explain, .- to’
a certain extent, the nature- ‘ofthe
awakening of ‘the - anticolonjal;’ con-
sciousness of the Angolan-inasses;
as well as the forms taken: by the’

insurrection its insufficiencies; 'ancll_f -

i

.its problems. PRt L
- But -.these- -methods -are- in.-turn - -,
explained - by -:the.. - determining, -
. factors! of the:old establishment: of ..

Portaguese -fascism, - which:: found. .-

itself - faced with: the ~necessity: of

working .out a compromise betwc(:en,;

I -

e

< is-certain.
I 17 The ‘Organisati
. “Hfrican. Unity - (OAU)

the ... countries. - -

et was to gl
= background. to thisiun-
- easiness -and . distrust
Sthat o the - Algerian
. monthly,. “REVOLU-
TION,” publisited .-in

Co. . . o ,"
.in-:-condition" -of - January an .article by

- problenis

African . - _nationalism

on of

recognises Holden Ro-

_berto as the head. of
i the - Angolan-. Govern-
_ment-in-exile.
. ‘move,

“not solved the disquiet
|- cwhich - surrounds “'the .
“A'ngolan ~:Libera-
. tion Front itself. ..

. owever, -

Thereis another

" . Angolan. ~ Movement,
" the MPLA. - ;

ve the

35-year-old VIRIATO

.DA- CRUZ, - former
- Secretary-General - of

the “Movimento Popu-

dar- de Liberticao ' de .
- Angola”, (MPLA) jun-
- der; the ‘
b “What kind of Indepn-
. . . g “ ” N
Portuguese. methods Uf~A.--ititég'raf-_ N dence for Angola.,
ting ;Africans in a vaster.social-and::
- economic

heading:

“n it Viriato traces
underlying
the.-Angolan- Reévolu-

|- tion and . gives Tis ver-.

siori. of . developments

vhich-:led -to the divi-

‘he::arimed -,:struégle :
in-dngola, ~we- admit,
will be: protracted, but -
ceéventual:victory of -

This'
has .

over: monopoly: capital -

=

sion within the MPLA.

"2 The-article is repro-

-duced:--below for. ity re-
. vedling.analysis of the
.. Angolan ‘Problem.. =

|
e




" interested in”the. colonial " exploita-.
tion) ‘and, ‘on . the" other: hand: the..

&i,v o (-
i - P

“on oxi'e:, han‘d,' the wealthy ';Cathoilic‘

monarchists' (who ".were. " especially

Portuguese | bourgeoisie and. the
rising fascism in' Europe. The prin-
cipal aim of .this was to. exploit

" the colonies, to *‘effectively occupy”
* _them and through this to-attempt to -
~ward off .the- threat of their loss to .

_other- imperialism. DR

. PORTUGUESE MENTALITY
Heice the Portuguése bourgeoisie

-not escape hoping to accelerate the -

rthythm' of ‘accurulation’ -of * capital
and .trying ‘to overcome “as rapidly.

as. possible ‘the great relative delay

in making this accumulation. - Con-
-sidering that foreign capital already

largely dominated ~Portugal, -the
dims of the country’s ‘bourgeoisie- -
required - the. increasing’ concentra-.

tion of capital, the suppression of
political freedom for ‘the ~middle

classes and' :their condenination to -

rexploitation, the refusal of all rights
‘to the -working class doomed. to
merciless ‘exploitation,”  the
unchecked centralization of power,
finally the intervention of the" State
in all fields :of national life, ;

Within * this framework,™ violence
and arbitrary measures .are. the
logical -means by which the domi-
nant classes ward off any. threat to
“the 'status quo. -, .~ - . . ¢

Thus, it can be understood that
the taking on these necessary mea-

 sures' by the State should end .in’
legalizing and “putting info: general’
_ practice in the coloniés the’ annihi-

lation of Africans—at- the  same

- time continuing the hypocrisy: of
* assimilation; — brutality, ferocious
" the -

exploitation; - -.obstination: " in’
nonrecognition of the movement of
history. ;

‘Bécause- of the scope | of the

- .radical -oppression of the Angolan

" exploited

masses caused -by this kind of colo-.
nialism, could only. emerge, affirm-

ing its necessity-by dialectical reac-
tion, radical violence, a sharp class
infinct, ‘the impatient assault of the
‘against’.  the
I aspects ‘of -the .alienation.. "~ .
I
subjective conditions of ‘the masses

at the moment of the beginnihg: of -

the armed movement.

i+ The-: socio-political . -and- - cultural - - plas
i- - 'the ‘armed’ struggle in~ Angola, and .
in which Angolan masses took part - -

"branches. in Portugal.

-““assimilated”’ - ‘
. towards  different solutions to the

* external,

.One _thus has an ided of the:

consequences of Portuguese - “‘dassi- -
milation” played _and -still. play an
important . role_in the. development
of Angolan nationalism, because ifs
principal:leaders. are classed -in the”
category of the “assimilados” o
" In -order - ‘to. -understand - the
relations between- Angolan parties
-and leaders, it is important here-and .

"now to.-note - that the- assimilated
- sector does not, .in rg,e.néral{ have a

homogenous
éthnic content. o .

:Through mere - observation, one
can divide the sector into -twe
groups: . ‘the . purely - functionally
group, - and- the - assimilated - group
destined, .in -.the. colonial - context,
for social and economic success..

Tn the fifst group. are the"civil
servants, employees in' trade and
industry, In the second group the
““assimilated” who, thanks to State
scholarships, missions or the privi- .
leged ‘situation of their families, :
$pecializé in’ different  professional

socig-econontic . an

THE ASSIMILADOS . |

Because of- their psychology and
by the social -functions for~ which
they- prepare, 'the majority -of the
members of this, group behave: in
the same: fashion - as 'the : pefty-
bourgeoisie. - . ..o T
" Whereas- “the - majority .of* the
““assimilated™ of - the : first - group
because they are exploited in- the
-colony, - refuse -colonialism -in . their
“activé ‘behaviour -the majority of -
the . “assimilated* of the. second
group, sent' .to Portugal -“while -
youths, sheltered from direct exploi- -
tative relationships, ‘and :more inte-
grated: into Portugal ‘sociéty . than
any -other - African group, ‘oppose
colonialism- for- patrioticreasons or’
for self-interest.or because of soli-

.darity. - :

Each. of'”th'ese two groups of
leans therefore

colonial problems, in keeping with-
their respective interests-and social
situations. ' . IR
" "More ‘for the -first group than
the role .of a privileged :system of
reference. . L
The viclent incidents which - took

" Angoldn nationalists.
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place fust l;eforé the "beginn,ing- of

were the riots” of January 4, 5, 6,.

1959 'in Leopoldyille,: During. those

days; - shops of Portuguese  trades-

men. were sacked, - .mainly by

Moreover; the. - Bakorigé " of
Angola had ‘been affiliated with the
Abako of the Congo'since 1950 and

‘were . in’ agreement with the .aims-
d of -t_hcﬂassociat_ion.‘ ' oo
.. THE PARTIES -

‘ However, wel.l, before the fouvhl'd-,_ S
"ing of the Abako, Angolan emigres .

in the Congo had" created mutual
aid ‘association on an ethnic - basis.
It may well be.that the opinion of

.some Angolans that-perhaps:
because. of their situation.as.pro~

letarians and. emigres—the Ango- -

lans were the forerunners of this..
type of association .in Leopoldville.

From 'the development of several-
Angolan - - Bakongo. = associations

bound up  with the .appearance of _'

nationalism_in the Congo, was born
the . “Union of Populations of the
North:‘of - Angola,” which became,
after 1958 Pan-African conference
in Accra, the party of the ‘“‘Union
of Populations -of  Angola”
UPA) .- - - :

Dur_ing-th'e»’Congolesé stpugglé for o

nitionial -independence; the Bakongo .
ofAngola, as well as Angolans of -

other- ethnic - groups realized that
independence. for the Congo would

% .

sound ' the deathknell .of colomial, -

domination in  Angola.” They "sent!

funds—by - . the -“millions—to - “the’:

treasuries of .the principal

Corigolese
parties: . L

" Thousands of Angolans also took !
- an active political role-at the ‘side

of the -Congolese. —

For ‘the Angolans—those -living: _Y '

within_ the country -as well as those
abroad—, . the ‘independence of the

Congo meant above all an irrepara- ;-
ble breakdown of -the repressive:

State apparatus in Angola. ‘And,.in
fact, a considerable’ nmumber of

Angolans, -after the.independence of |

the Congo, shuttled -back. and forth’
befween 'Luanda and Leopoldville
on political /missions, : )
The violent incidents in .Luanda
in February 1961 inaugurated a new.




" and Cuaza-Norte' were indeed
powderkeg. These are the two inain.

o

" land.

”

migratory current: . the ‘growing
~stream. of Angolan political emigres
L the Congo. - i

. The Angolan parties then existing
" in Leopoldville some of these politi-

cal emigres in posts. of leadership.

Al during - that. month of:

February, a scries of -violent inci-
 dents errupted in Angola’s Cuaza-
Norte district. L

“The- Congo districts . in
a

coffee-producing’ regions of Angola
(80% of the - total
- coffee representing 39
total value of Angola’s exports in
1959). _— C '
- Fifty-two per cent of the

coffee producers are concentrated
- here, . holding "land i
- "750%, -of -Angola’s coffee-producing
Thirty per cent of the active
_African ' population . of Cuaza-Norte
and 8% that of the Congo - district
were wage-earners on these coffee
' plantations. - co
 Africans, victims_of| social- injustice
and poverty were concentrated in
* these two regions of northern
Angola. - T, . B
* Not oply .can the motive of the
strength: of the ‘armed resistance of
the masses of these regions - be
understood, but also how were
_ formed, the ties. uniting in the
commoh struggle for independence
thé. Angolan masses _living within
Angolai and those
Congo. | :

NATIONALISTS,

The Angolan nationalist organi-

the cities “of

¢

sations. ‘were  born in
Luanda and Leopoldville.
After 30 years .of activities in the
two legal
.of ~“assimilated”” - Africans in Lua-
nda observed with anxiety that their
economic and social situation was
continually £r0} ing worse. ,
- Almost all the African population
¢of Luanda - at |that, time made up
" one poorer mass, composed of the
disposéessed and the ruined.
.. In 1955, the European population
had increased 12 times in relation
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‘majority

Aqgo.la .

production * of’
9 of the

tofal'
pumber (2,012 'in 1961) of European -

representing ’

A large mass Of expropriated _

character, of at integrating the
" assimilated - masses in
African| associations. . L

Angolans . i
-writers' iresulted . in ‘the clandestine
‘and mal

- question,: -fascism
living in the.

cal action in 1955,

associations the majority -

o era’ of

of - soc

! ) N

to 1900, .and ‘more . than- twice in
 relation t0.1940. . ¢ ’
. The competition of the settlers’

progressively - brought the economic
and . social ‘conditions of the

several
level of the conditions of "the ‘pea-
sants - recently emigrated to. the

cities, where they found only under-

employment “and - jnsecurity.-
The rivalries - between - African

and European workers, abetted by

the capitalist -firms in Angola, also
aided in developing all ‘sorts
of discrimination -and radical con-
flicts because the fact that the great

majority] of - Portuguese’ -settlers
belonged to the lower social strata

H
o

‘.;':
|
i
!

i
|

lof Africans. urbanized for
generations down. to the *

. domination over
nomic ‘exploitation

encouraged them all the more to

268,

try 'to benefit’ from their
quality”' - v ) ' °

| . MPLA. '

Portuguese authorities foiled ‘the
attempts (beginning’ in 1948) of
young Africans in Luanda aimed
eifther at’ developing literary trends
o
non-

the legal

: Howe‘,ver.‘ contacts between youn
and - young . Brazili

introduction into Angola .of ‘books
d magazines which ‘committed a
part of ithe youth to debate on the
lems: the social

great’ postwar ' prob
1 and democracy,

colonialism and -the self-determina-
tion of | peoples, ‘etc: :
Seeing " that channels

moreover-from its failures a part of
the youth began clandestine politi-
] with ‘national
independence as_their’ aim. Thus
was born the MPLA. ~ o
_ The independence of Ghana, the
acquintance of the nationalist youth
of Luanda with the manifesto
“Conscience Africane”, ~published
in July! 1956 by a group of Congo-
lese in Leopoldville, strengthened
the conviction of “the youth ;jthat
Africa 'had entered irreversibly the
pational independénce. .-
almost complete liquidation

The

o

racial”’

an_indigenous and nationalist .

- of effective-
legal activities were barred, Jearning

ial gap between a large

"(in’ other ‘words,

_destined to clash with a “front”

_has been practically pnil. i

-majority of

‘more or

pumber -of  the purely ’fun_ctioﬁally

. siaggimilated” and the masses who -
‘were constantly leaving the county-

side for: the shanty-towns, -aided -in
establishing the MLP.L.A.on 2 large

scale in-Euanda. .. ... ..

- However; waves ~-0f’ arrests - in
{.uanda, beginning in March 1959,
made-it impossible for the MP.LA.,
the proletariat. of
Luanda and other Angolan _ cities) -
to effectively lead the armed [pea-
sant movement. B A
By the very nature of colonial
Angola—an |eco-
by interests with
revolutionary movement wa;
0L .
powerful impérialist interests. |

In this particular case, it!was:
‘indispensable . for Angolan’ nation- -
:sm to have the concrete support
and. not merely in‘ words' of the
world revolutionary : forces “'and,
especially, that- of the “Portuguese
proletariat-and people. .1 -
“However, "this concrete . SUpport

‘The only illegally. organised party
in Portugal is the Communist Party,
and it is relatively small in pumbers .
and has notorious deficienciés. . “The
- (Portuguese) political -
trends have. not been transformed -
info  structured parties. There
exists, a large number of anti-fascist-
groups .and individuals  enjoying

2

less large influence:
or T
"AFRICAN INSURRECTION
The Communist Party -of Portu-
has, However, had no apprecia-
Ble infiuence, neither in the prepara-
tion' nor in the Jlaunching of the
Angolan revolutionary movement.
The Portuguese Patriotic Front
formed at the end of 1962, bring:
ing together socialist, communists,
republicans, Catholics, progressive
and - libefal monarchists, --shows
major weakness in organisation and
it seems as long as that there are
also problems of leadership, | there
will ‘be no reasons {0 believe that
this Front would benefit less, “from
the- struggle of colonial people if it
were to give them concrete support.
The settler - community _(except

“for several exceptions) replied with

extreme. violence, in- deeds and



L

iot:  of “Februaty: 4,

Banist oupsof civilian setilers
competed ‘with the~Stal
forces :in “terror against™the: indige-

. méous- population, =" -

The - murderous’ fury” of: the “set:
tlers. took, on a ‘clearly racist aspect.

" /From . March .to :May 1961, -in’
- northern- Angola; settlers,” organised

and-.armed, -outdistanced fhe forces. .
of. the: colonial-army, in the number
of-killings ‘and repressive violience.
It was not ‘rare to see civilian settlers

- shoot down African-landowners and

tradesmen with:-the sole aim of eli-
minating . business .competitors,
‘Beyond s -racist aspect and that-
of defending the privileged;-this war
uest marked a re-

case -of the fact that Portuguese
colonialisin ‘and the settler: commu-

. pity virtually monopolized-class do-

mifiation’ and . exploitation, it is
understandable -that,- in- the . cons=

¢iotsness of the. peasant ‘masses, the. -

contlict’ (seen from -exterior,  ‘diffe-

" rent riices) won over the naked class

struggle-as the manifestation- of co-
lonial dominatiom. - = L 7 U
- Howéver, i despite . the .objective
impossibility ‘of the peasants t0 be-
come aware: of* the “econoinic’. basis
of their striggles, the truth is, thaf
i Angola:. the .capitalist: procéss of

éxploitation:only spared ‘a micros--
copic African ~ bourgeoisie,, . which
moreover was:without politicdl ins’
flience.® - <o Lo

~ Dominant .classes, privileged con-
ditions and race ~were, therefore,
one and the same.. . .. - o0
_-For.-moré¢ ‘than a-year now,:1m-

portant ‘changes- have take; ‘place™”
within' Ahgolan nationalism.. “The”

most notable éxternal sign ‘of ‘these
‘changeés’ Was _the _recognition “by

numerous African coutitries begin-
hing “on’ June 23, 1.963,;0f¥-the ‘Re-
volutionary ' Govérnment. of:-Ango-

. lavdi Exile' (GRAE); formeéd :in

Mar¢h 11962 by. the; National Front

(F.N.L.A.)'.

- for- the . Libération - Zof::‘--Angqia.'

’ L

CPIESSIVE ganisation which ‘united quite visi-

Sl

of this decomposition are: .
17 °Struggle " between the interests
of “diffefent ..social “steafa. Indeed,
the M.PL.A. was the Angolan or-

the. past year:. Aifiong the causes

Bly, people from all African social
‘strata, black as well as mulatto’ An-
golans. ~ . .- T
“The MPI;A. in - particular,

broughit’ togethier” an- even - more
visible ‘number of intellectuals -and

“assimilados” -destined ‘to ‘social
and- economic success. - DT

The ‘development of the
lan: Revolution could not ' prevent
that, ‘on. the basis of their interests,

origins, ‘social . situations ‘and -res--

pective. political - situations . and
social- aspirations members of the
M.P.E.A. gathered - themselves . into
blocs, each with -different solutions
to. problems of organisation - .and

ideology, ‘problems of tactics.of the-
“united - front,” of :external - alliances,-

of .theé socio-economit striictures of.

Angola after independence, -etc, -

' THE DISSIDENTS . . .-
-Moteover, after the beginning of
the-armed strug%le when faced with
Portuguese .colonial- propaganda

- concerning the - alleged: -“basically

racist” character of . the ~‘armed
movement “"of  fhe masses,’ the
various.-Angolan' strata ‘and social
groups reacted differently. .-~

~ Not seeking to-look directly at
the inhuman eolonial = conditions
which- had -shaped - the Angolan
peasants-;

ants of the values and .symbols. of
their “traditional- cultures ; -incapa-
ble of uriderstanding that—as Marx

“had observed—*the - tradition- of -all
‘the.dead. generatioris weighs like:a -
nightmare on. the’ brain of the liv-,
ing. And:-just- Whenthey seem en-.
-gaged in revolutionizing themselves
and things:- in creating something .

that ‘has never yet existed, precisely

in . such’. periods’ of 'fevolutionary -

crisis- they .anxiously’ conjure up the
spirits ‘0f - the  past-t6;.their. service

and borrow from’them names,-bat- -

tié: cries- and costumes il or’Jer to

¢

A51s ’ known the most iinp,or'_tant 1
of ‘thess cliafiges was. the progigssive -
_déggad'a.tioh Qf_f the: MPLA OVEr”

 students; ‘members of the MP.LEA
‘panicked --before - A
“the . massed - and. s voiced - -excessive *:

Ang'o-’ B

.pensable.'- .

struck by. a. stronger -
“affirmation on’ the part of the. peas-
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the, new scene of world:his- -
is’ time-honotiréd: disguise "
owed langnage.” -~ 1
“of "understanding " alt -
ber of intelléctuals-and -

the ‘movement- of "}

criticism—the *‘facist - excesses” <0f |
the  fighting: peasan_ts.) R

" 2. Struggle for the.leadership. of -
the: M.P.L-A.~Certain :intellectuals :
and “assimilados” becanie ‘convinc- - |-
ed 'that, in.order ‘to Jead the revolu- :
tiofi along d. “decent” road, to'avoid : -
the excesses of the peasants and‘in |

.order: to‘ guatantee the “progres- :-

sive” result of-the revolution, their |-
presence "in “the leadership of the |

"M.PL.A." and . the: révolutionary !

movement, in - general, was indis- |

- 'DEMAGOGIC POSITIONS -
':This‘:.éox;vicgzti'oh V‘%/as‘;_.'n(;t' based -
on+the fact: that:these -nationalists’ | -
had rid :themselves ‘of the -deficien- :

cies- anid prejudices -of " their - colo- .-

nial education-or that they thad'
shown ~the 'capability ~for . directing

" tHe revolution and were really link- ;
."ed with the masses. = - T

For them 3 diploma ‘in the pro- .
fessions and  the idea that they held :
of .themselves --were valid: criteria. |

‘For these ‘nationalists,- the salvation ;

of the revolution would be guaran- - -
teed’ basically by the:union- of the & -
“spirit” " (a group -of .educated and -

- “assimilated” individuals) with- the i :

“mass without spirit” (the ignorant :
peasantry and  proletariat]. This : .
was the old arrogant and reaction-
ary duality. E . s
‘Some - nationalists, - fearing -that -
the- popular yevolution would end in’:
the upheaval of the conditions .in !
which . they had- acquired privileges :
and -advantages, avoided overtly de-
fending . their privileges, either- argu-
ing the indispensable nature. of the:
Portuguese ' ~‘cadres” - (basically, a:
part of the social basis of Portuguese
colonialism in Angola) of-by contest-;: . '

‘ing the value of the nationalist par-;

ties and leaders which were-more -
linked ‘with . the masses, under the;

pretext that the revolufion underway -

would 1ot result

immediately. in s0-!
cialism. ..~ I =

I

- o




‘I
These: demiagogic. positions sérved

in replity, as'a jmotivation for frac-

tional activitiesraimed ‘at seizing the |

leadership of thé M. P L. A~

i .

" .3, Struggle to impose new tactics.

As-is well known, there has been-ng
success in uniting a single front, the
Angolan parties’ in particular; the

*. MPLA. and the FNLA: .,

iAs for the F.N.L. A. it hid its

- feal motives—its interést in utilizing

fof the benefif Of strengthéning itselt

held in a part. of north-

hegemony it held. i
refusal

ern’ Angola,

_easier the crossing of. the nothein

<

~ward - two arguments:

" ral,-of blowing.

tives, .certain

. frontier into Angola by thié MPLA:
.. attachment. to certain aims, values

and ‘alliances “ ihcompatible’. with
those. of . othér  Angolan parties, etc'
_and its avoidance of a front’ witht

_‘the MP.LA. while always maintai- .
ning that the MP.L.A. had ho mili-

tary forces within’ Angola. L

The, M;P.L.A, was; hence, con-,
fronted with a difficult problem: the
augumentation of jts military forces
required ; means of . penetration into
Angola, but that depended upon an.
understanding . with the FNLA,
which, - however, refused such an
agreement. Therefore, it was only
left to the MPL.A. to work harder
to overcome its difficulties. .

: THE SPLIT \ ;
N Neverthe}éss, 'before these perspec- |

cadres ‘and leaders of
the -M.P.L.A.,| themselves holding
the positions’ cited ahove, defend-

ed the view. that -the MPLA."

should- uise new _tactics whose ob-:

jectives would be the. scizure ‘of
power in- . e M
The supporters of this view put for-
' 1—The

F.NL.A. would constantly incréase

" jts military-forces and 2—the West-

efn supporters’ of . the’ FNL.A.
would -aid.it openly; at the proper:

" -moment, to take power in ‘Angola.v
. The new tactics consisted, in gene-

up by ' propaganda
the military exploits of the MP.LA
to seek strong support in the West

for.the MP.L.A. and to obtain the.
end of the aid.to the FN.L.A. .

- 4. The use.of myths. Because of-
the exaggerated propaganda that the
M.P.L.A. had i made for two years

about the liberation of Dr. Neto, his.
personality had assumed the propor-
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of leaders’ and members of the

'M.P.L.A. After his flight from Por--
- tugal (May }962), Dr. Neto, while

maintgining his own myth, accepted
the 'new! arguments and the new tac-
tic¢; giving them an. authority that
only ithe accumulation of failures
could, a year later, reduce to its'true

. The representatives of the new ar-

guments and tactics finally took over
the effective domination of the orga-

nisation, seizing the funds of the.

, MPL.A. and legalizing . their new
situations by the national confe-
rence held in Leopoldville in" Dec-
ember, ;1962; S o

However, by pushing through its
electoral list, by 39 votes out.of 70
delegates, the bloc in question made

‘official | :the division - within the

MP.L.A. and provided additional
reasons for an opposition to its new
policy.- IR :
“between ‘several of the new leaderst
and several of certain - Portuguese
“‘Left” -
trend, once again mobilé aided the
acceleration of the division within
the MPL.A.

"4+ Members were const’antly. being

suspended and expelled—due to the
arbitrafy methods of the few. disci-
plinary | principles called -“synthesis
of the political and the military”—

and wete presented by the diplomats |

of the [MPL.A. as’ adyersaries of

' the " political trends,’ parties and in- -

terests from which the.new leader-
.ship. demanded-support. Thus intri-
gue played . increasing . role in this
policy.| ' :

i Lo
"~ The | National Political Council:

. i .

‘(the organisation’s highest ~body). .
and the Control Commission, creat-"

ed by the conference of December
1962, were never.set up. :
The group. respoiisible for the ex-
ternal Irelations of. the . movement
- seized jthe material means of the

organisation, with the intention. of .

at. the moment .when it

i :at. the head of the
M.P.L.%. as a . genuine - driving
force. It was:in. this sense that were
taken, | .between ..the month of
August
rence ;of- December .1, important

.appearing,
would | be

military. mieasures. However, . the

i
!
| !
i
)
H

tions. of a miyth for a’great number profound division of the MPLA.

.pushed - - the

tenewal of old relationship:

linked with ‘the revisionist

and: the end of -the confe-’
_tion certainly

|
L
|
|

|
was already well. known .in Leo-

“poldville and the chances:of resolv-

ing : those - problems "disappes
during the month .of January.1963..
: The_situation_thus .created -oblig:
ed scores of ~well-trained soldiers ..
of the MP.LA. tc ..enlist .~ within -
the ranks of the F:N.L.A," where:
they’ taught ‘the use ‘of arms to
thousands of Angolan peasants.
. The F.NLA., therefore,  bene-.
fited _indirectly - from -the decom-
position of the MPLA. |

The recognition of the G.R:AE.
by the  Congolese Government—a
foreseeable. - event after the joint
communique of June -8 of- Abbe
Youlou and -Mr. -Adoula—fusther -
¢ leadership - of : | the
MP.L.A. into a -policy -that {was
both naive and adventurous. - * -

-Observing the state of division of
the M.P.L:A, zand its-isolation {rom
the masses, thedeaders: f-that orga-
nisation, ‘on the .eve :of ‘the méeting
in Leopoldville -.of ‘the Committee

of Conciliation appointed by | the

Committee  of Co-ordination’  in .

Dar-es-Salaam, then tried -to create .
the appearance of mass support by .

forming, on July 8 a. Front |

(EDL.A) -with four - Angolan
groups, including two long known

- for, their_contacts with the Portu-

guese colonial administration.” |
It. can then be .understood why,

by the use of false accusations, the .

ruling_group of the MPL.A, led

elements of the Congolese police to
arrest, on July 8, 43 Angolans be-
longing, to the group of it he
MPL.A. that, three days earlier,
had withdrawn its support. for - the
policy of the ruling group and' had
proposed a plan of .rapid recovery
and reunification- of the organisa-
ton. . . . . A
_ These activities of the leaders of .
the. MPL.A, .had, in_fact,"for

result the mortal lowering of the

moral and political .authority ‘of

thaf organisation in the eyes of .
Congolese authorities. -~~~ = | . .

. nsidering the FNL.A. as -
the - only. Angolan fighting . front,
and by recommending: the recogni-.. '
tion of the. GRAE. .to African
States, . the Committee of  Concilia-’
based itself on the
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. ll is- correct to std llrdt “lhe role -
:_of foreign. Ldprlal in* Portuguese
“ colonialism is-unique™;.and that *no .
other. colonial . system ever pernul-
ted such dispossessi rom:within?’.
“"Although - ‘Angola.- i “the- direct 0
Slate -and- Jurrderl dependency. of .~
Portu%l, it is also the financial and ~ s
o ace’; and the” 1mportanee of ., cconomic - dependency of *a large /*available- résources” of Portugal; *
'thelr positive’ coritribiifion {0 slruc,- - nuber * of non-Portuguese. mlc-' ong -is 1ed 'to believe that Porluadl .
e ~depends only upon rhelr Te- rests—Brrtdin Amerrum West does its best (o reconcile “with its
cdumtlon -in’a ‘revolutionary sense. . ‘German, " Belgian, French, Dutch .own doninition over:its Lolonrcs,‘ P
& In our: oprmon the historical sig-  Swiss; the. thmdn Brazrlmn’ Quth " their- economic: annexation “by "the-
'nmmm.e of | the uphcavals: that- have Afrlean étc.’ : nternduondl monopolres TR
taken pldcel within the M.P1:; ‘! © ' The.. PorluuUese open R '
‘that “of .a-~primary::and: elemcntary pohcy doe> not exule th
. clatification! of - the- problem’ of the  ‘envy of absent financial gr
- ~driving” fOl‘FCS ‘and ; the - -directing ‘(hose” insufficiently present—:
-force- of the: reévoliition; -4n ‘the’ on the market or the - expl()rtalronfot B Goftee produclron (principal
conﬁrmatlon that-the -idéology” al?d Jiraws materigls - and means . of pro- h"la'rl'(et “the U:S.A.7and Holland);
“the policy ‘of -the™: PCttY'bOUF"COISIC ductiofi.of Angola. rrf 1962, was-the highest-of all'time.
.are -withou powcr to -advance- thi
rcvoluuon

valun, Judumenl on “the. mter-i
jcale; T of “thé " “economic -
tdbxlrly - dnid the -

: Moreover the e)\temdl marl\et of
or’ An"Old Jonly stimuldtés the. produc- )
tion” of the colony’s pringipal pro- -

.the ‘colonidl-war canonly continue 39 per cent'by LomparlsOn wrth the
. oecause of credit-froni diverségour-  same-period in'1962. " : .
.ces. Besides the more than 100 iiil- "= The:: present . position - of several
- lion- dollars -lent’ in :1962- by Amieri- - powers -on the Angoldn markct is: as
can,-. West - German dnd Frcnch

the masées playsa, eading role and
‘rs progressrvc and” revqlutronary, |rt
s, mot, in 1tself suﬁlcrent to uud‘-
rantee “full jsuccess.” "~ )
The partlcular posmon of Por
_'ﬂuese colonialism, in the context,of
‘the “struggle befween the - powe

Cthat have tiseri. to the: hi ohest
after’ the 188t 1mper1 St W
(U.SA, West Germany .
the "powers | ‘which “have desccnded
ih rank . to \,second pldce. (Brrtam
' Erance, . Ty not _only. explains, in: a
‘certain’ measure; the deldy. dn: the B
seltifig into-action of thé process of - )
ecolomzatron -of " thé “Portugiigse -
colonial emplre but explains, dléo Co
, ih part ‘the!’ nature of the’- results-_' g
..Obtained .in; the  first -phase "of . the-
strum’Ie ot the Portu"uese‘eoldme

. 1§n1 . o

; Among' the colomal powers of
the 19th’ century, Portugal, as ]
E senn-colmy of Britain; heId -alread
‘# -place “in | the econ rank
truthfully, it ‘Was T1i to, ‘should-it be- evicted
of the monopoly ‘¢ bj _ frican- domdins, .and-10
ﬁrst-rankrng POWCFS Of that tm‘ . indust 5 enchdm by subsrdrcs its colomes
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verlessnc s, to “find posrtrons

- Portugal’s crcdrt has not E»een " The- foréign trdde of ‘Argola -be:
Jdmdged -Quite - to ‘thie -contrary, . “tween - Jdnudry and: May 1963 - tose o
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that. had become . independent, -all \
that explains sgﬁiciently the Portu-
. guese- conceptions; of self-determi-’
. nation: S
““The conseritment or adhesion of-
the population (of the colonies), ex-
pressed., by longsferm administra-
tive and political measures;
termined form of . State and gov-
" ernment”, In brief : ‘to do every-
thing to prevent ‘this self-determi-
“pation from ever becomihg inde-
pendence. ‘ ‘

. STRATEGIC POSITION

- Considering, .hewever,. that the
Angolan “sub-soil: may reveal im-
* portant minerals. for modern_ indus-
. try, .that ‘Angola offers a. strategic
_situation of the first order for the -
’exploitation and:economic future
of the Congo-.as well as for the im-
_perialist battle! for the - ““copper-
belt™ that the antagonism . between
* various monopolies arises over .the
contral of the most profitable. sec- -
tors of the economy of Angola and
over the conquest of dominant
. position in this colony, etc., it is,
certain that the de ‘
.gal is trying to make at present will '

nevér produce a stable result.” 5

Moreover, al certain opposition,
-already open,: between the policy”
overnment and that

of the Salazar t
desired by Porfuguese economic Cir:
the colonies, has

cles attached ito
. encouraged them to exploit the ideo-
logical corruption of the Portuguese '
“Jeft” within the framework of a
front aimed -eventually at over-
throwing ~Salazar.: The “social.
peace” under neo-fascism in Portu-
gal would correspond with a neo-
colonialism iniAngola and Mozam-
bique. R : ’

Until. now, . nothing leads us- to
believe in a decisive.contribution of

. the majority of African States (and:
* with reason !) to the Angolan Revo-

" lution. ‘ .

_ Following the latest talks at the

" United Nations between Portugal
and the African’ countries,. the
Foreign - ‘Minister recognised - that
the real obstacle to the colonial -
aims of Portugal did.not lie in the

. “modernation’” or in the “construc-
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v treme " left.

to a de- . °

\

als that Portu- |

" Angola?

Yive, spirit” . of +the " “Teft™ or the
“right™ tof Africa, but in the “ex-
tremism?” of a small Affican “ex:
- Experience - has already - ‘shown’ -
- that . the . revisionist . trend will only
poison }he Angolan Revolution..

who aré opposed to  Angolan na-.

tionalism ‘and the absence of con: - [

crete support, either from the Por:
"tuguese| proletariat; or  from -, the

majority. of African States, the, imi-
mediate future of the Angolan
Revolution will depend, as in the
past, almost_exclusively on the in-
ternal |development of .Angolan -
nationalism. LT
_The monopolies -selling -arms. to

Partugal,. obviously interested . in
continuing the colonial . war. in
Angola; will certainly not: be pre-
vented . from .manifesting their poi-
sonous |“support” for the Angolan
nationalists. : -

BURNING  QUESTIONS:
= ° N (i
dered as the sole Angolan
front, the F.N.L.A. is the '
sole responsible, since: August 1963, -
for the future of thie-Angolan Re-
volution: Will it- succeed in uniting

all the EAngolan. revolutionary?. =~

“Will it transform itself into a vast.
organisation, solid from a political,
ideological an :
of view, functioning well and serv-
ing as an effective base for the arm-
ed struggle? o :

Consi
fighting

will ‘it succee
the pedsants, raising. their level of
revolutionary. ‘consciousness?

* Will lit succeed; during the very
_course of the armed struggle, in re-
solving| the vital problems of the- "
. peasantry,
fighters?
Can it spread
.‘throughout
Wil
bring to the benefit of. the’ people
of Angola- the suppoet of a sincere - |
I"'revolutionary internationalism? " . i

. These. are the' questions now

the entire territory = of

|

|
-

y (IR N ok
.~ Considering - that, on one hand,” "}i*-
the’ “front™. of - imperialist -interests

d organisational point 1

d-in -transforming . |

the principal soarce. of

Ehé.étrned Strugé]e

ill it have tlie courage ta | '

Taised by all the fighters of Angola- LI






