PEOTLE'S MOVEMENT FOR THE LIEERATION &
P ANGOLA
M.P.LJA,

OUT LINE FOR THE MPLA FIRST CONGRESS

After eighteen yesrs of existence and ardous struggles and thirteen years
of war, MPIA is couvoldng its first normal Congress, which will culminate
the series of meetbings held over this period, viz:

Pirst Hational Conference 1962

Hetionel Cedres Confercnce 1964

Regional Assembly of I and IT Regions, &nd Reglonal Acsembly of IIT Region
1968

Readjustment Movement of Ezstern Front 1972

Headjustment Movement of Northern Pront 1973

Assemblies of Active Militants in the Northern Pront and in the Esatern
Pront 1974.

Arising from the Angolan People, the MFLA was created to respond to an
urgent and essential neesd of the historie rmdé'esa of our country.

1961 brought a fundsmental qualitative leap in the history of MPIA's stru-
ggle, which vas the change to armed struggle as the cnly means left open
for the achicvement of its aims: the total and complete independence of
the Angolan People.

Porsuing this objective, MPLE was accepted in both the national and inter-
national context 28 the principal nationalist force im Angola, whose pres-
tige contincuzly grew amongst the widest sections of our People. This was
because "FIA, the truc representative of the Angolan People, always had
in mind the unity of the Peonle, and constantly delfended the interesta of
the most exploited secticns of cur people, becouse of the stremgth of its
strugele, ite political orientation end its eminently natiomal character.

In spite of its yrrecent complexity the internationel situation is favour=
able for the nationc]l liberation strug-le. The liberation struggle of the
People under Portuguese colonial domination ie the fundamental cause of
the politicel chonge which has taken place in Portugal, raving created the
eonditions for demeccratic Portuguese forces to bring about the downfall of
the faseist system in that country.

Fascism in Portugal has fallen and democritic processes have allowed truly
progressive forces o emerge on the Portuguese political scene, which pre-
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viously had been unable to show themselves fully or legally. These forces,
representing the true “eelings and wishes of the Portuguese people are try= ﬁ.
inz to orientate the political process already begun in Portugal, so that

the regime will recogrise ocur pecple's right to self-determination and in-

dependence.

S0, it is possible that Poriugues colonialism, our direct encmy, disanpedrs
from the politiesl scene, and imperislism, slways our principal enemy,

will now also hecome our dircoct enemy.

Tven if Portuguese colonialism appesrs to ba finished now, imperialism

nas not suffered zny serious blow. New it iz our job %o corefully follow
the metemorpnoses and forms in which imperialismactivity moy present it-
self so 28 to stop us from gaining of our objectives. We must follow the : |

attempts by raclat regimes in Southern Africa to support forces againat

independcnee, attempts to weaken MPLA in an anti-popular front, reducing
its progressive content, attempis by internationsl monopolice to create

a false independence,

Awsre of all these danrers, MPLA remeins alert and deeided to contioue its
liberation struggle for a resl and corplete iridependence,

The national liberation a+mg§:|_,e appears to hive reached & phase in which |
through amed struggle, we have gaincd the right of our People to self-
determination and independence. This being so, new ways are open to achi-
eve our objective. The srmed struggle loses its raison d'etre once the

right of our people to irmediate total and cowplete independenge iz recog-

nisede by the Fortusuese govermment.

With the process of liberclisstion that has taken place %o & certain ex—
tent in the Angolen nationcl political scene, mew forces supporting METLA
are of the greatest inportence. There has been & growing acceptance of the
objectives of our Movement and netional forccs are coming to the surface,
albeit cnutionsly, to confirm our Movement in its rogition 8 the sole le-
gitimete defender of the whishes and intercsts of the Anmolan People.

The most important task of our struggle 2t tids time is the unification of
the widest rasses of the Angolan Pecple around the NPIA.

So the Congress to be held must first make an overall sasessment of our ac-
tivities, so as to solve the Novement's problems. It rmet prepare a Pro-—
gramme snd present the Orgsnisation with stable structures capable of carry-
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ing out our Organisation's pressing tasks and shouldering the great respon=
gibilities that it will be called to with the rerspective of talking power.

It will also be a Congresa for unity. In this contert and in acecordance
with MFIA's programme, the Congress will call upom the whole Angolan people,
irrespective of ethnic group, religion or political opinion, and upon all
the country's personalities, to join with MPLL in the comon fight againet
CUT COmmon enemy .

The Congress will have to make clear, now more than ever, that neighbouring
gountries are no more than logistie bridgehesds., The Congress will reiterate
«he prineiple of our Movement's independence snd underline its poliey of
non-alignment. So our Congress, situating our struggle in the overall scene
of the struggle for progress, will stress that our strusgle is 8 help to
all the people of the world. The support which they lend us is a form of
international solidarity, which should be the duty of progressive people
and countries, and particularly of neighbouring countries. Remembering these
basiec principles, the Congress will confimm thar foreign rid should not be
used as a mgans of changing our poliey,

The Congress will vehemently demand the liberetion of our Movement's pri-=
soners held in the prisons of different countries.

Cur fightinT solidarity will be expressed to CONCP and its constituent or-
rapisaticons, PLIGC, FRELIMD, and MISTT: with the peoples nnd orgenisations
of Bouthern &irice; with the Provisional Revolutionary Govermment of South
Viet Nam and the heroie Viet Neamese people, with the Palestinian pecople and
Arab countries in genmeral, with the Chilesn people and with the struggle of
the Porturuese people; now liberated from fescism, and cur special solida-
rity with their progressive vanguard,

The Congresa will underline the importence of the diplometic struggle and
glve gemoral orientetion ; so that it may be mdapted to the present politi-
cal situntion.

The Consress will express its adhercnce 4o the principles of the QAU Charter
and the United Notions Charter.
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