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OUR MAGAZINE

—

Communism has become the vital social and political belief of
ar times. Already one third of mankind has chosen t_ha mad. to
0 ialism under the leading banners of the Marxist parties.
verywhere else, millions of men .gnd women press forward to
their liberation, inspired by the parties of Communism.

In this, as in so much else, Africa lags behind the world. The
forces Of imperialism, which have made Africa the *dark
continent”, have also kept the people curtained off from the
liberating spirit of Communism.

This magazine, “The African Communist’’, has been started by
the South African Communist Party, to defend and spread the
inspiring and liberating ideas of Communism in our great continent,
and to apply the brilliant scientific method of Marxism to the

solution of its problems.

It is being produced in conditions of great difficulty and danger.
Nevertheless we mean to go on publishing it, because we know
Africa needs Communist thought, as dry and thirsty soil needs rain.

To you, the reader, we say, comrade and fellow-worker, wherever
you may be, read and study this magazine. Pass it on to other
fellow-workers and form groups to discuss it. These groups may
become the foundation-stones of great and important Communist
Parties in many lands that will bring salvation to your country.

The “African Communist” has been hailed with joy by
revolutionary workers and intellectuals in many parts of our great
continent. It has been, in the words of one reader, *‘like a ray of
sunlight piercing through the dark.”

“How can I get more copies?’’ ask other readers. “How can I
send an article to your magazine?”’ This was difficult, because we
could not put any address on our first two issues. Now we have
overcome this difficulty by appointing a London agent for our
magazine to whom you can write. His address appears on the

inside back cover.



The magnitude of the problems sweeping over Africa
cannot be underestimated. The tempo of the change is
unequalled. But change brings new problems and
challenges. Some of them are dealt with in this article.

EDITORIAL
New Problems of

A CONTINENT IN REVOLUTION

AFRICA in 1960 is a continent in revolution. With dizzy speed,
the era of direct domination over the peoples and countriés of
this continent is coming to an end. In one territory after another
the old colonial orders are being dismantled and replaced by new
sovernments composed of African leaders who, for the most part,
enjoy a wide measure of popular support. Even in some areas
where colonial rule and white privilege seemed most strongly
entrenched the old colonial administrations are being modified and
adapted, and hurried preparations made to transfer formal political
power to African hands. The map of Africa is changing before our
eves, and the area of self-government extended to cover the whole
continent.

A mighty, continent-wide tide of African liberation is surging
from north to south, from east to west. The freedom struggles of
individual African countries cannot be contained within their
“national” boundaries, drawn by the imperialists. A common
history of oppression going back over centuries of foreign rule,
whether French or Belgian, British or Portuguese, unites ‘the
African people, regardless of their language and their past, or of
which European power colonised them. The new independent
States need to stand together to safeguard their new-won freedom
and to help their African brothers still under the colonial yoke.
There 1s a powerful urge towards co-operation of African liberation
movements and union of the young African republics. All-African
unity is an invaluable weapon. against the forces of colonialism.

DANGEROUS ILLUSIONS

But the very speed of the striking transformation of Africa can
and does give rise to certain widespread illusions which could be
very dangerous. Some people seem to think that the struggle for
African freedom has already been won, that it remains only to
complete the process with a few “mopping up” operations, and
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hat the future progress by the peoples of Africa to full equality
t +h the nations of the world will be an easy process, unaccom-
W;niﬁd by storms, struggles and upheavals. There is an illusion that
P erialism has surrendered, that the colonialists mean to give up

without a struggle their vast sources of power and profit on this
Continent. L . e

There is the illusion that the winning of political independence,
which is only the first pha'sr:-: of the African Revolution — though
5 vital and important one is the end of the freedom road, and not
only the first miles along it, necessarily to be followed by far-
reaching economic ‘and social ‘chang_es which will bring true
emancipation to Africa and end its heritage of poverty, backward-
ness and dependence. o

Again, airy and ill-defined talk of *‘Pan-Africanism” and the
«African Personality” give rise to vague and mystical notions that
the problems of our Continent are peculiarly and exclusively
African, unrelated to those of other Continents and peoples, that
our way forward will be unique and that the experiences of other
peoples and countries are without meaning and value to us in
Africa.

Of course, there are certain notably distinct features of the
African Revolution, which we hope to deal with in future articles
in this magazine. But, like the Asian states which embarked upon
the road of independence after the second world war, and like
recently independent Cuba, the emergent African republics have
many problems common to all who seek to win their rightful
place among the older and more developed countries. More: there
are vital issues which face every country and people in the modern
world. There 1s the key question of world peace, in an era where
a new world war threatens the very survival of the whole of
humanity. There is the crucial issue of our times — capitalism
versus socialism — and which of these offers African states the
better chance of overcoming the crippling heritage of imperialism.
There are vital issues of foreign policy facing every new African
state. These are some of the challenges facing African leaderships
and statesmanship today.

WAR OR PEACE?

African freedom and the battle for world peace are as closely
linked as Siamese twins. Few Africans can be blind to the fact that
those imperialist forces which have held Africa in bondage for
centuries are those that today engage in vast preparations for war
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od are responsible for the state of international tension in the
" .

wﬂf[d-

In 1956 Egypt, newly independent, asserted her sovereign
right to nationalise her major asset, the Suez Canal. Britain
and France, using Israel as a catspaw, and with the conni-
vance of the United States, launched a war against Egypt
and the world tottered on the brink of nuclear war.

Trying to hold on to her last outpost of empire, France
has for six years fought a bloody and brutal war against the
Algerian people.

Earlier this year, in a show of strength on the stage of
world power politics and in Africa, France, exploded an atom
bomb on African soil, though the test blast was condemned
by the United Nations and the unanimous voice of the
African people.

When Belgium rushed paratroopers into the Congo to try
to wreck the newly proclaimed Congo Republic the first
powers to rush to her aid were the United States (most
powerful Imperialist power and leader of the war bloc), and
Welensky’s Central African Federation (one of the police
forces of White supremacy on the continent).

The massive military machines prepared by the western:
states for the alleged reason of defence against ‘Communism’
can be and are repeatedly used to suppress the revolts of the
African peoples against domination by European powers or
white settlers, or to threaten the independence of those
countries which have succeeded in gaining a measure of
self-government.

As imperialism and colonialism and war are linked, so are the
forces of socialism and peace and freedom tied together. The
Socialist system of planned economies does not need to resort to
munitions industries. and war to solve its economic crises, and the
Soviet Union has consistently been at the head of those forces
trying to outlaw war and keep the peace. The Soviet Union took
the unilateral decision to reduce arms and troops, to stop nuclear
tests. She put forward disarmament proposals to the Big Powers
and pressed for top level negotiations on disarmament.

The remarkable technical achievements of the Soviet Union,
strikingly demonstrated by the ‘sputniks’ and ‘luniks’ and other
feats of science destroyed the myth of Western technical superiority
upon which the policy of ‘cold” war was based. Logically the only
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ive to the ‘cold’ war was a policy of peaceful co-existence

[ L]
3lt§nt]§a acceptance of the Soviet proposals for stage-by-stage total
e ament. The imperialist powers, led by the United States,

F“S?}?Qd this logic and continued with the ruinous and dangerous

“hassing of weapons. And as the Summit Conference drew near
4 d the prospects for peace were brighter than for years past, the
?)nnited States took last desperate steps to wreck the peace talks and
ent military planes on provocative spy flights over Soviet terri_mry.
*mperialist .military machines ranged against the Socialist
sountries are the same forces used to poli:::e' the Africanlcnntine:nt
and put down the f!'eedﬂm forces of the African Revolution. So at
one and the same time the growing strength of the Socialist world
weakens the world force of imperialism and helps the spurt forward
of the peoples of Africa. Africa needs peace to enjoy her newly-won
sndependence and she cannot stand aside from the battle for peace.
Conversely, a blow to the war plans of the Imperialist countries

helps immeasureably to loosen their grip on their colonial
possessin:}ns,

THE CONCEPT OF 'NEUTRALISM'

Such concepts as ‘neutralism’, ‘positive neutrality’ and ‘non-

rticipation in power blocs’ are popular at all - African
conferences and In Asian countries. These concepts have a positive
side. They reflect a moving away of the former colonies from the

ition of being imperialist dependencies or ‘spheres of influence’.
Following this concept the Afro-Asian ‘bloc’ has played a progres-
sive role at the United Nations and many of its member countries
have entered into closer relationships with the socialist countries
on the diplomatic, economic, cultural and other levels.

At the same time ‘neutralism’ has harmful and negative aspects.
It suggests the identification of the Soviet Union, the People’s
Republic of China and other socialist countries with the
imperialists, all as ‘alien powers seeking to dominate and exploit
Africa and the African peoples’. It suggests that African countries,
anxious to safeguard their independence, must stand aside from not
only the countries of imperialism but also those of the socialist
world, that both forces are ranged against the African Revolution.
Under cover of talk of ‘opposing foreign ideologies’, imperialist
agencies like the Moral Rearmament Movement, and the Inter-
national Confederation of Free Trade Unions smuggle poisonous
anti-Communist talk and policies into the African nationalist and
trade union movements. These ‘neutrals’ are not neutral. They have
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: turned out to be committed to the forces of imperialism
(rying to hold on to their spheres of influence on the continent,
though in new shapes and {unns. . o ‘

Africa cannot be ‘neutral’ towards the imperialist powers which
nave conquered and degraded its peoples and are still striving in
ous ways, ranging from open warfare to subtle economic
| }'aﬁ]mﬂon, to keep their stranglehold over the continent. Africans
ot regard these powers in the same light as the socialist
countries which have consistently upheld the rights of the colonial
ples 10 self-determination, and which have given generous
economic assistance — without strings attached —to all African
and Asian states which have asked for it. .
While ‘neutralism’ has played, and may still play for a
short period, an objectively progressive and necessary. part as
a slogan of the transition period from colonialism,.it must in
the future increasingly become a reactionary slogan, under
cover of which an anti-socialist and pro-imperialist policy is
peddled. ' |
Progressive movements iI'_l Africa recognise the genuine feeling in
Africa for ‘‘positive neutralism”, but must guard against these who
would use this slogan to cause harmful dissension and splits in the
African liberation front. The main thing is to unite all African
freedom forces in the sharpest possible struggle against imperialism
and colonialism in Africa and throughout the world. The Bandung
spirit of Afro-Asian solidarity against imperialism must be carried
to higher levels, and the closest possible friendship built, based on
equality, between t_he countries of Socialism and the free states and
the peoples of Africa. :

NEW FOREIGN POLICIES FOR AFRICA

Despite the talk of ‘neutralism’ and ‘non-alignment’, African
states even under conservative national leaderships, have not failed
in the acid tests put before them. Moving like one man the states
of free Africa have taken sides against every act of imperialist
aggression in Africa, from the declaration of states of emergency
~in Nyasaland and the Rhodesias and South Africa to the armed
Belgian intervention in the Congo, from the French atomic blast
in'the Sahara to the continuance of the war in Algeria.

- For the nature of the anti-imperialist fight is that all liberation
forces in Africa have to make a firm stand against the Western
Powers. They cannot shelter behind formulae of ‘neutralism’. When
Africans and Arabs are being shot down in Leopoldville and
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and Congress leaders being detained in Blantyre, Living-

1erS, ; o
Pslgnlﬂ and Cape Town, African states and movements unite in
sto odiate support, moral and practical, of the victims of

(MM
;mperiahsm. | _
This is the great common interest — the fight to break the

rip of imperialism on the continent— which cements
together the foreign policies of the states and liberation
movements of our Continent.

This struggle against imperialism, open or concealed, is the basis
of the agreement reached at the All-Africa conferences at Accra
nd Conakry, at the conference of African States held at Addis
Ababa and the foundation stone of the foreign policies of the new
African states. Significantly the two most crucial issues on the
qeenda of the Addis Ababa conference were the Algerian war and
the mounting campaign against the Nationalist Government of
south Africa.

The Algerian war and the boycott movement against South Africa
are the two touchstones by which international attitudes on African
liberation are judged these days. States which stand aloof from
support of the FLN freedom forces in Algeria or condemnation
of the South African Nationalist Government are suspect in the
eyes of Africa.

As the struggle against imperialism deepens in many parts of the
continent more and more of the newly emerged African states have
to produce a foreign policy that does not merely react to sharp
imperialist prods and attacks here and there, but which takes on a
more consistent pattern. And a consistent policy of opposition to
all imperialist plans and intrigues hastens the time when African
countries enjoying merely formal self-government must break the
last connections with their imperialist masters and strike out for
real independence.

The imperialist countries realise, too, the great changes coming
over the continent have forced them to retreat from the positions
of naked- domination they held in Africa. But they are not running
away in blind panic. They are retreating to carefully prepared
positions. . They wish to retain the thousand invisible strings of
dependence which tie Africa economically to Western Europe and
North America and, under cover provided by nominally indepen-
dent African governments, to exercise innumerable subtle forms of
continued control and exploitation.

The United States, the most powerful imperialist country, tries
to use the anti-imperialist sentiments of the African people to
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_1ace western’ European influence in Africa with that of the
_Fegugnce of United States monopoly capitalists and financiers.
:,Iyl’ith its long years of practice in treating the nominally independent
ountries Of South America as its economic colonies, the United
gtﬂws sees itself as well equipped to change the new Africa into an
erican dependency t00. _ _

while Africa is weak, while her countries are backward
ﬂcﬂngmicaliy and militarily, there is the constant 'threat‘ of
disguised or even open attempts to reconquer and recolonise Africa.
These attempts find their chief expression, their main hope and
source of potential strength in the white settler communities which
live in Africa, in Algeria, Kenya, and Southern Rhodesia and of
course South Africa. For the countries of new Africa, measures to
assist the emancipation of the people of South Africa and Central
Africa and the victory of the Algerian people in their war are
(herefore more than acts of support and African brotherhood.
They are vital measures to ensure the safety of Africa, and to
remove a poison-bed of reaction which could infect the whole
continent, and a storm centre of counter-revolution.

sOCIALISM IS THE ROAD
The winning of political independence is therefore only the first
phase — although an essential and important phase —of the
African Revolution. That revolution, if its gains are to be preserved
and its benefits realised for the great mass of the people cannot
stop short at this phase. It must continue, to wipe out all remnants
of colonialism. It must bring about large scale industrialisation. It
must spread the African revolution into the countryside to trans-
form the life of the African subsistence farmer; it must' move on
to the elimination of backwardness, illiteracy, tribalism and
feudalism. |
African independence cannot survive in the present age
until and unless its economic basis rapidly catches up
with that of the advanced industrial countries of the
world. ' - | :
Sooner or later emergent Africa must see that the only
way in which she can carry out this gigantic task of
defeating backwardness and advancing into full freedom
i1s through Socialism: the planned - development of
commonly-owned means of production.
The Soviet Union, the Peoples’ Republic of China, in widely
differing conditions and two different epochs showed that only
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ocialist planning can breath-taking economic scientific and

Fndzr[rsial advance transform two of the poorest countries of the
mg:; J into two of the world’s greatest powers.
W

1t is this unprecedented industrial and technical development

.-h has made it possible not only to bring new life to the
i sian and Chinese worker and farmer, but also for the socialist
Rus ive invaluable help to the underdeveloped countries

ntries to gIve ole
;ﬂﬁ former colonies, Africa included.

Economic and technical aid from the socialist countries differs
fundamentally from the ‘aid’ offered by imperialist countries to
anderdeveloped Africa and Asia. Socialist aid is given on very
generous terms — there are long periods of repayment and low
rates of interest — (terms wh:cl} caplta!lst businesses, conqﬂmed
rimarily with the export of capital at high rates of profit will not
offer). Even more important is the purpose of aid from the socialist
world and the conditions under which it is given. The imperialists
offer aid in the shape of surplus consumer products and are
anxious to keep the underdeveloped countries in a state of

packwardness and dependency.

The socialist world is able and willing to help in the rapid
industrialisation of the former colonies to enable them as quickly
as possible to stand on their own feet and attain complete economic
independence. The imperialists make all sorts of political and
military conditions for their handouts to ensure that their ‘bene-
ficiaries” will remain within the western ‘sphere of interest’. Socialist
assistance is given without strings or conditions. Thus not only
countries headed by militant peoples’ leaders like Sékou Touré,
moving in the direction of socialist planning and democracy, but
even those ruled by feudal kings like Haile Selassie and anti-
Communists like President Nasser benefit from Soviet aid. Socialist
aid to underdeveloped countries springs from genuine concern in
the welfare and social advancement of the peoples of the country

concerned.

Thus the advance of socialism and anti-imperialist forces all over
the world spurs forward and assists the advance of the peoples of
Africa to freedom and independence. And the African Revolution
saps still further the greatly weakened force of world imperialism
and opens the way to full freedom for the peoples of this continent
and the world at large.



The Congo Marches to Freedom

by I. GIRODOT

In the storm and fires of revolution, imperialist intervention and
wrmoil, 8 New African independent state, the Republic of the
Congo, was born in July 1960. :

For seventy years, the Belgian colonizers had been masters of
this vast country of fourteen million Africans, whose rubber and
ivory they plundered; whose diamonds, uranium and copper they
jooted; whose people they ruthlessly exploited in some of the most
horrifying labour scandals in the history of the rape of Africa.

The Belgians always boasted that they had found the formula
for the “model”” colonial order, undisturbed and ever unchanging.
The “‘formula” seemed simple: Hold on at all costs to “paternal”
order, under which the African is a worker; but never a voter. The
Civil Service was kept White and no African was ever admitted to
any command post in the Police or the Army. Mission schools were
opened, but not institutions for higher education.

When the Congo became independent on June 30, 1960, there
was the spectacle of the very first African doctor ever graduating
from the University of Lovanium, which is itself only six years old.
And it has been estimated that this newly self-governing African
State started life with just twelve senior civil servants, sixteen
university graduates and virtually no Congolese in the service above

the rank of clerk.

Above all else, the Belgians sought to keep a tight hold -over the
political activities of the Africans, and to stamp them out ruthlessly
before they got too daring. Spies and informers kept a sharp watch
on the activities' of Congolese patriots,- many of whom were
arrested, deported and even murdered ‘in the sickeningly familiar
manner of colonialists’ striving to mairitain their domination.

THE BELGIAN COLONIAL ORDER

In many ways, the Belgian order in the rich Congo has been a
textbook model of Imperialism at work. There was the early
conquest by force of arms and the expropriation of the land. One-
third of Congo land was alienated for non-African occupation,
though of the 109,000 Whites in the Congo, only one in ten was a
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ler and the rest were Civil Servants or Missi:_:mari&s. '
Sﬂ%*ant monopolies grew up, with strong international connections,

51 British and West German, to exploit the immense labour and
U. terial resources of the country. By 1956, the value of foreign
male ent in the Congo was something like £1,000 million — 20%

;rﬂ than the 1956 value of direct foreign investment in the Union

¢ South Africa — Africa’s wealthiest country. Of this capital, 80%
0 90% was held by a small group of Belgian finance houses which
of ped Congo production and exports in a tight monopoly. 60%
g?ﬂhﬂ Congo’s wage-earning population was employed in lttle
ﬂ{]l‘ﬂ than 3% of the Congo’s commercial undertakings. Here was
mvast Empire of inter-locking private and State interests, presiding
gver which was the financial house of Societé¢ Generale. This group
in which the Belgian Government owns a half share, controls the
copper production of the great Union Miniére mining group which
monopolises copper, uranium and other metal deposits in the rich
Katanga area, besides many other industries, commerce, banking,
insurance and transport throughout the Congo.

Under Belgian rule, the traditional life of the people has been
completely disrupted. One in every two adult African men has
heen drawn from farming his land into work on the mines,
plantations, or in industry. Yet all the industrial development was
not in the interests of the Congo people but in those of the Belgian
and other foreign colonialists, who battened on this wealthy African
territory. Here is the essence of the colonial system: the subjection
of the Congo’s economy, to the requirements of the Imperialist
country. The Congo was the source of cheap raw materials and
primary products, a market for the products of the imperialist
country, a sphere for capital investment in search of super profits.
[ts inhabitants were not regarded as people, but as providers of
cheap labour power..

What secondary industry has developed has been mainly to
serve the needs of the mining industry, and to assist the trans-
portation of the Congo’s wealth overseas into her colonial masters’
coffers. Industry is concentrated chiefly in the Katanga mining
region and the export centre of Leopoldville.

The Congo has probably the largest African working
class in the continent south of the Sahara, with the
exception of the Union of South Africa. But the highest
point to which Africans have been allowed to advance
has been that of skilled artisans. Business control and
management remained a monopoly of Whites.
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The income of the Congo workers was about £40 «
head per year, or one-tenth of the wage of the Belgian

wurker.

Characteristically, the Belgian colonialists developed only those
¢ the Congo resources which could promise big and quick profits
fﬂ them, without regard for the needs of a balanced economy.
Hence, when after the war the world prices of copper and other
AW materials fell steeply, the effects on the Congo were shattering.
[n the Katanga area, by early 1958 there were already sixteen
thousand unemployed. In Leopoldville, by the time of the January
1959 outbursts, which formed the immediate prelude to the
\ndependence moVes, thirty thousand out of Leopoldville’s ninety-

thousand workers were unemployed.

Suddenly, in January 1959, the spontaneous upheavals in
mpo]dville brpught hgme to the Belgian colonialists that they
could not continue their regime in the Congo forever. Political
rties and groupings sprang up everywhere.- Under the influence
of the developing and unfolding African Revolution, these movye-
nents rapidly developed from vaguely reformist demands, to bold
and insistent claims for full independence and democracy. In the
lower Congo, a passive resistance campaign started, which led to
people simply refusing to pay taxes of all kinds, and ignoring
summonses to come to Court. Belgium felt her grip rapidly
loosening.

Belgium is one of the smaller capitalist countries, without the
military and financial resources which even far bigger imperialist
states like Britain and France have found inadequate to maintain
their former empires in this era of dynamic change. Hastily, almost
in panpic, it seemed, the Belgian Government devised a new plan
to meet this serious situation. African leaders from the Congo were
summoned to Brussels, and within a short time agreement was
announced that: “‘Full independence” would be handed over to an
elected Congo government on June 30, 1960. In Washington,
London and Pretoria, capitalist newspaper editorials bemoaned
“rash and reckless surrender”. |

But was it really a surrender? Did the Belgiom
imperialists, the Societé Genérale, the financiers and
magnates who for so long had profited so handsomely
from their ill-gotten gains in the Congo, really mean to
give them up ?
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ndon Times came nearer to the right answer to these
estions, when 0n May 20, 1960 it wrote:
qu ’

«June 30 is the magic date when the Belgians lay down their
pmﬁtable: burdens in the Congo and hope that the Africans

11 take them up without interfering too much with the

i Y 1
Eﬂﬁm_” (My italics J.G))

The Belgians had to face up to the stark fact that too rigid a
licy would lose them all in the Congo, almost overnight. There-
E‘;ﬂ’ they sought by indirect means, to preserve what 19th century

The Lo

.;Gld-fashioned" imperialism could no longer preserve for them.

The former Minister for the Congo, Senator Van Hemelrijk
«aid, after his proposed political reforms for the Congo had been
rejﬁ},ted, that he had always recognised that if Belgium lost the
Congo, she would herself become ‘‘an under-developed country”,

«“The drama was that those who thought I was busy losing
the Congo were themselves contributing most towards that

result”.

Again to quote the Times (May 21, 1960), speaking of the
Societt Geneérale and the international oil & manufacturing
companies such as Petrofina and Unilever:

“They recall their experiences of other countries, where
independence seemed to herald disaster and yet where, after
a brief falter perhaps, business and profits mounted at higher
rates than before. They plan not for next month or next year
but for the next twenty years, and with a gesture or two to
placate the furies, they look forward to a prosperous future”,

A conference on Congo Economic Affairs held during May of -
this year set up a joint Congo-Belgian committee to consider the
creation of a joint development corporation and an investment
code “with proper safeguards for foreign investors”. Congo shares
rallied on the Brussels stock exchange, after a measure was passed
by the Belgian parliament enabling companies to transfer their
assets outside the Congo to Belgian companies. It was decided in
Brussels that the new Congo Government would be made a major
shareholder in most of the big companies. By these means the
Companies hoped that their operations would remain profitable
and — in the words of the Financial Times correspondent — that
the new government will guarantee that they will not be ‘“‘liquidated
to the detriment of non-African shareholders”.
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EIR pLANS WENT WRONG
Clearly, the Belgian colonialists -had hoped that the “transfer”
power 1O Congolese representatives - would not affect the
of ndamﬂﬂtﬂl economic dependence of the™ territory upon the
f“ﬂmpolitan country, or the interests of Belgian capitalists in the
m ago. In these hopes they were fortified by a number of practical
Coﬂsidﬂfﬂliﬂﬂs including the following: | |

After seventy years of skilful colonial rule, the various tribes
d rerritories -of the Congo population were seriously divided.
There Were 0o trained and experienced administrators, civil
orvants, politicians, professional people and other cadres among
Fl:bf? Congolese. The ‘only military force in the area, the Force
publique, Was officered exclusively by Belgians. The colonialists
relied heavily upon the influence and activities of such tried and
“oved henchmen of imperialism as Moise Tshiombe in the
Katanga province, who was also engaged in intrigues with the
welensky racialist government in Northern Rhodesia, across the
horder.

By raising the anti-Communist bogey, the Belgian colonialists
and their agents hoped to gain the support and assistance of other
imperialist countries, such as Britain and the United States of
America, in preventing any genuine moves towards full indepen-
dence, which must include economic independence, in the new
republic of the Congo.

Thus,-the Belgian imperialists hoped that the “tramsfer of
power on June 30th would be a mere formal gesture, a piece
of window-dressing, behind which they were to continue to
exploit the resources and man-power of the Congo as before.

But they reckoned without many positive factors, which have
rapidly transformed the situation in the Congo and brought their
plans to nought. They reckoned without the spirit of the African
Revolution, the spirit of unity and independence which is sweeping
the Continent. . |

They reckoned without the new spirit which is abroad amongst
the nations of the whole world, the solidarity of the Asian and
African nations, and the existence of the mighty socialist camp
headegi by the Soviet Union, which will no longer permit unbridlerj
imperialist aggression at this period of the 20th century. -

- And, they reckoned without the African leaders in the Congo
who have refused to allow their divisions to be used as weapons in
the hands of the colonialists.
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rude shock to the imperialists came when, after the
o elections, the two senior political leaders, M. Patrice
ng'%numbu and M. Kasavubu, healed their differences and agreed
Luwm}; together for the benefit of the people — the first as Prime
ﬁinister, and the second as President of the new republic. When

douin arrived at Leopoldville for the formal cession of

King Bau \ L
independence, he was met with a united government. Instead of a

pumble speech full of pious platitudes, and expressing, as he no
doubt hoped, the “‘gratitude” of the Congolese to the Belgians for
conferring upon them the right to govern their own country, he
was met with a militant and bitter speech of denunciation of
Belgian colonial rule from the new Prime Minister, M. Lumumbu.
“In its attempts to overcome as speedily as possible the dismal
heritage of colonialism, and to “Africanise” the leading ranks of
the Congo administrative, economic, military and other peisonnel,
the new Lumumba government met powerful support from below
in the shape of a spontaneous revolt of the African rank-and-file
of the Force Publique against their Belgian officers.

Crude intervention by the Belgian government violating the
newly-won sovereignty of the new republic was followed by
country-wide disturbances and uprisings, in the course of which
isolated attacks were made on many White settlers.

Capitalist newspapers in the imperialist countries printed wild
stories of looting and attacks on civilians, but no real evidence was

ven. :
glThu: few casualties from the unleashing of the pent-up anger of
Africans against their Belgian rulers were nothing compared with
the ghastly years of Belgian colonial rule. And the key point was
made early on by Patrice Lumumba: had there been no Belgian
intervention it is likely that the transition to freedom would have
been as peaceful as in other African states.,

- Events followed upon one another in the Congo in swift
succession. Making a last-ditch effort to preserve Katanga, by far
the wealthiest and most developed area of the Republic, for
imperialism, M. Moise Tshiombe, local capitalist with close
connection with Union Ministére declared himself “president” of
an “independent’ Katanga, and actually appealed to Belgium and
the notorious Welensky government of Rhodesia for protection

Pleading danger to Belgian nationals in the Congo, the Brussels
Government seat troops into the Republic, who immediately begar
killing and assaulting the Congolese. The young Congo Governmen'
responded with strong and decisive actions. It denounced Belgiar
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. 1:'s blatant aggression, in violation o solemn treaties on
f“"-’“‘iﬂimini was harg‘lgy dry. It appealed to “the United Nations,
whidsl viet Union and other countries for assistance against
the 3% . It demanded the immediate withdrawal of Belgian
aggress! 4 broke off diplomatic relations withn Brussels.

, an ‘
woop® reaction was swift. A United Natioms force of African
The 192" Pt the aid of thé young Republic, headed by a
roop” ent from Ghana, some brought in on Soviet planes. The
wnggtlg(}nve:mme:nt sent a stern warning to Belgium that further
o ion would not be tolerated.

€55 . - .
agirfricans elsewhere in the Continent were swift to express their
it for Premier Lumumba in his brave ffreedom-struggle. In
S“P%Gbouring Rhodesia, oppressed Africans sent messages to
nﬂﬁmmba “the unity of the Congo must be preserved” (S.R.
Luf al Democratic Party) . . .—and to T'shiombe 3 million

E?::E;ns of N. Rhodesia see you as an enemy :Df z_"tfripan ur_1it?r s
You are obviously the instrument of capitalist imperialism™.
(United National Independence Party).

5 CRUCIAL TURNING-POINT

[n many ways, the stormy birth-pangs of the young Congo
Republic mark a crucial turning point in the rapidly unfolding
drama of the African Revolution, the struggle for African freedom,

anity and true independence.

Certain African nationalists have hitherto harboured illusions,
seeing in the conquest of formal political independence the end
instead of (as it is) only the beginning of African emancipation;
believing in the newly-discovered ‘‘goodwill” of the Western
imperialist countries, and swallowing the malicious anti-Communist
propaganda made in Washington, London, Paris, Brussels, Pretoria
and Lisbon; imagining that it was possible for African economic
and social development — the essence of true independence and
self-government — to sleep in the same bed with imperialist
“investment’” and exploitation.

After the July and August events in the Congo, can these naive
illusions survive ? Here, as in all great historical crises, the inner
truth, beneath the surface appearances, has been laid bare. Here
we have seen the ‘‘benevolent”” mask of imperialism, conferring
“freedom” upon the Congolese, suddenly stripped away, to reveal
in all its ugly savagery and greed the real face beneath.
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UE FRIENDS
ere, in these vital Congo events, too, emergent Africa may
who are its true friends, for it is truly said that only in times
lﬁfﬂﬂ-]guble do we learn whom our friends really are.
’ while the American, British and French imperialists manoeuvred
iwardly, trying to conceal their support for and complicity in
W ian imperialist robbery, Premier N. S. Krushchov in answer to

| Beégb]e sent him by Premier Lumumba and President Kassvubu,
:.sking about possible Soviet aid in the event of continued Western

aggression, sent a warm brotherly message to the Congo :

“I have followed with close attention’, wrote Comrade
Krushchov “‘the heroic struggle of the Congolese people for
independence. I know of the countless brutalities of the
colonialists, of their exploitation of millions of people, and
their efforts to seal the Congo off hermetically . . . The
Belgians signed a friendship treaty with the Congo and then
“tore it up. The enemies of the Congo also threaten the
independence of other young states in Africa. It 1s an attempt
to set back the liberation of Africa.

“The old Congo was not only Belgian. It was the property
of big American, Belgian, British and West German monopo-
lies. The Congolese people have thrown far more than a
Belgian imperialist yoke from their shoulders.

“The Soviet Union is opposed to the collective aggression
which is now taking place in the Congo. The United Nations
has already told Belgium to withdraw her troops.

“If the imperialist states continue with their aggression, and
if those who enocourage them continue to do so, then the
Soviet Union will not hesitate to take suitable measures tc
end the aggression. The imperialist powers do not only seek
to rob and plunder one peace-loving African state, they mear
later to destroy other independent states. That is why the
question of the Congo affects the whole of mankind.

“The Soviet Union’s demand is simple — hands off ! The
Governmernt of the Congo can rely on the necessary Sovie
help in co-operating to win your just cause.

“From the depths of its heart, the Soviet Union wishes th
legitimate Government of the Congo and the Congoles:
people success in their sacred struggle for the independenc
of their country”.
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The future of the Congo is indeed a matter of vital importance
“the whole_ of mankind”. And most of all it is of importance to
iﬂ test of Africa — for, the défeat or dismemberment of the Congo
wguld be a Sﬁ‘*ﬂfﬂ ﬁﬂth.Ck to our hopes.and aspirations; while the
ance and ~consolidation: ‘'of the new_ Repyblic. will-,open a

,igrindld ncw chapter in'the progress of all t] e Africans towards

reed{}m and a better life.

“That, is why Alfrican patriots, wherever. they may be, will regard
-+'4s their first and urgent duty to_stand by our brothers and sisters
i\ the C‘nngﬂ ﬁghtlhg for the. mdependence: unity and integrity

of their néw Republic.
(Noté: Th:s article is referred to in the Editorial in this issue).

Lenin and Africa

by I. POTEK}HN

Director of the Afnr:a Institute,, U.S.S.R. . Academy. of Sciences

In .the extensive literary. hentage left us by Lenin we find many
statements and remarks conceming,Africa. The history of the
impe rialist division of Africa.by the European powers; the difficult
: 1tu}n of the oppressed peaples, the harsh. persecution of them
E:}sthe colonisers and, ﬁnally, the first ﬂashes of the liberation
mﬂvamants all this: found its reflection in the works of Lenin,
great teacher and friend of all peo‘gle.s mslaved by imperialism.
-V.I. Lenin made extensive use of ‘African sources, as well as of
sources concerning the ‘countries of Asia, to work out the theory
of the national-colonial revolution as an mtegraj part of the general
theory of the communist. transformation of society.

When he was working on his classical work Imperialissm — T he
Highest Stage of Capitalism,.V.1. Lenin read and made abstracts
of a tremendous amount. of .books on history .and economics. A

study of, Lenin’s abstracts shows with what thoroughness Vladimir
Ilymh collected data concerning the plundenng policy - of the
imperialist powers in .Africa and other parts of the. world. In the
abstracts are facts, dates, statistics, while in the margins are angry,
scourging descriptions of the colonisers, of their predatory methods
of seizure and djvision of the African colonies: “They plunder
(‘divide’) AFRICA”, “They plunder (‘divide’) MOROCCO“
“THEY EXCHANGE MUTDCGD for the Congo”.* “They divide
the Congo (85). - They divide Uganda (90) — (17.6.189) e:xchange

*V.I. Lenin, Notebooks on Imperialism, Moscow, 1939, pﬁm.
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. 12nd. (Zanzibar for Heligoland)”.*

Hﬂllgfﬁd,merciless]y exposed the ideologists of colonialism,
V']é},l.isiﬁed African history, concealing from public opinion the
who ggle of the African peoples for indépendence. “‘Take’,
“t+he history of those little wars which they (the
be " alist. 1.P.) conducted before the big war (he is talking of the
mlPeLﬂﬂd war. 1.P.) — ‘little’ because, the number of Europeans
st %O them was small, but hundreds of thousands were killed
“'h?ha peoples whom they strangled, who, from their viewpoint
of 11 % even considered peoples (Asiaris, Africans — what peoples
wﬂfthﬂy 7); against these peoples this was the kind of war that they
111.ﬂm-iuuc:tt:::t:l: ‘they were unarmed, but they were machinegunned.
What sort of wars are those ? Strictly speaking, after all, those
weren't even wars, it can be dismissed from the mind”.** *

In his abstracts V.1 men notes down facts of brutal suppression
by the German imperialists of the peoples of South West Africa —
the Hereros and Hottentots, the execution by the German colonisers
i the Cameroons of the leader of the Duala tribe.

when Italy conducted her colonial war in Libya, V.I. Lenin
wrote an article in the Bolshevik newspaper Pravda, on September
28, 1912, passionately exposing the crime of the Italian imperialists.

e said:

H «“What was the cause of the war? It was caused by the mercenary
nterests of the Italian finance tycoons and capitalists, who need a
new market, who require successes for Italian imperialism.

“What was this war ? It was an advanced, civilised human
massacre, the slaughter of the Arabs by the aid of the ‘most up
to date’ weapons.

“The Arabs resisted desperately. . . . About 14,800 Arabs were
killed”. V.I. Lenin pointed out that nevertheless the Arabs would
not submit to the Italian colonisers, that *it would take a long time
yet to ‘civilise’ them by bayonet, bullet, the noose, fire and the
raping of women’’ . ***

V.I. Lenin gave vivid accusatory descriptions of Cecil Rhodes,
one of the most active, most militant representatives of British
imperialism in South Africa, and of the Belgian King Leopold II,
who had seized a tremendous territory in the Congo Basin.
“Millionaire, finance king, chief culprit of the Boer War™, wrote
Lenin of Cecil Rhodes,**** and of Leopold II: ‘““‘Businessman,

*Ibid, p.456.

**V.I. Lenin, Col. Works, v.24, p.370.

***V.1. Lenin. Col. Works, V.18, pp.309-310.
****Lenin. Col. Works, v.22, p.244.
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ier, swindler, he bought the Congo for himself and ‘developed’

The imperialist division of Africa was mqlpletecl in the main

wards the end of the 19th century. Noting this circumstance, V.I.
ﬁ,ﬂm wrote that ‘“‘the colonial policy of the imperialist countries
had COMPLETED the seizure of unoccupied lands on our planet.
For the first time the world has proved already divided so that in
(he future there can be ONLY redivisions, i.e., transfer from one
wwner' to another, and not from ownerlessness to an ‘owner’.**

when the struggle for the redivision of the world, already divided
by the imperialist powers, led to the world war, Lenin came out
;1 a most impassioned way against the chauvinist propaganda of
he governments of the belligerent powers and the treachery by the
aders of the Second International, demonstrating the imperialist,
annexationist nature of the war.
One result of the first world war, as we know, was that Britain,
France and Belgium seized and divided among themselves the
German oolonies. The transfer of the German colonies to the
monopoly possession of the European colonial powers was opposed
_naturally in their own mercenary interests — by the American
imperialists. However, the chief obstacle to the realisation of the
mperialist plans for direct seizure of foreign territories was the
great October Socialist Revolution in Russia, which proclaimed
the principle of the equality of all peoples, the right of the nations
to self-determination. The October Revolution not only shook the
foundations of imperialism in the metropolitan countries, but also
sruck at its deep rear lines, undermining the dominion of the
imperialists in the colonial and dependent countries. In order to
hoodwink world opinion and camouflage the seizure of the former
German colonies, the imperialist powers instituted the so-called
system of mandates of the League of Nations they had set up.

V.I. Lenin exposed this ruse. ““. . . WHen they speak of the
distribution of mandates for colonies™, he pointed out, “we know
full well that this is the distribution of mandates for plundering
and pillage, that thls'ls distribution of the right of an insignificant
section of the world’s population to exploit the majority of the
population of the earth’ **x*

*Lenin. Notebooks on Imperialism, p.469.
':Ltr.rin. Col. Works, v.22, p.242, P
**V.I. Lenin. Col. Works, v.30, p.138.
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v.I. Lenin opposed the imperialist re-division of the German
lonies and demanded the abolition of colonialism. Most interest-
o in this respect is the ““Mandate to Deputies to the Soviet of
gr%rkers and Soldiers’ Deputies elected in factories and regiments’’,
which he drafted shortly after th:e Febrga_,ry Remlutmn. At that
ime the central question in Russian political life was that of the
attitude to the war. The Bolsheviks, headed by Lenin, demfmded
ediate ending of the imperialist war and the conclusion of

the imm ) . ,
just and democratic peace, peace without annexations or

iﬂntributinns. In drafting the mandate to the workers’ and soldiers’
deputies Lenin did not lose sight of the interests of the colonial
peoples, in particular the interests of the African peoples. He wrote
_in the “Mandate’’: N

“Germany must renounce absolutely and unconditionally
all her colonies, for colonies are constituted of oppressec

les. ,

"%ritain. by the terms of such a peace, must renounc
forthwith and absolutely not only all the foreign lands sh
has seized since the beginning of the war (the Germa
colonies in Africa, etc.; Turkish lands, Messopotomia, etc.
but also ALL HER OWN COLONIES”.*

The workers’ and soldiers’ deputies were to demand that th
imperialist powers immediately withdraw their troops from a

these territories.

LENIN'S STAND _

Against the despicable colonial system of imperialism Len
consistently opposed the right of the peoples to independence ar
to self-determination. He allowed of no compromise on t}
question: every people, regardless of whether it was big or litt]
irrespective of its level of social, economic and cultural develo
ment, has the right to live freely, to arrange its life and order
fate in its own way.

A consistent internationalist, Lenin always championed
principle of equality, friendship and co-operation among 1
peoples, gave support to the struggle of the oppressed peop
against their oppressors. He mercilessly scourged the right wi
socialists of the colonial powers who defended the right of *“‘th
nation” to the.exploitation of colonies. For instance, he wrote
the Belgian socialists that *“in actual fact they defend the demc
of the Belgian bourgeoisie, who wish to continue their plunder

*Lenin, Col. Works, v.24, p.321,
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(5 million population of the Congo ...."* - ) |
the 1 irreconcilable opponent of imperialist wars, Lenin held that
A of the colonial peoples against imperialism were. just.
famﬁﬂnaj wars AGAINST imperialist powers are not only possible
N robable, they are inevitable and PROGRESSIVE, REVOLU-
a"gNARY . . . ** He regarded it as an indispenable duty of:all
ﬁﬂ recognised the principle of self-determination to support
ctively and in every possible way the colonial peoples’ national
libﬂaﬁgn movement. ' _ .

v.]. Lenin had profound confidence in the power of the African

ples, just as he had in those of other peoples enslaved by
Fn?pcrialism; he was confident, he knew, that they would put an
.nd to the dark rule of colonialism and regain their lost freedom,
Elﬂ dreamed of the day when the peoples of the colonies would
enter upon the broad path of independent creation and take part
-1 world policy, together with all the other peoples of the world,
on an equal footing. .

Today we are witnessing the realisation of this great dream.
First the peoples of Asia, followed by the peoples of Africa, broke
through the barriers erected by imperialism, separating them from
the rest of the world. The colonial system in Africa is collapsing
ander the powerful pressure of the anti-imperialist forces. The
colonisers continue to resist stubbornly, they manoeuvre, resort to
arms, but still they are compelled to surrender position after

ition. |

The greater part of the African continent is still under the yoke
of foreign occupation. But events are unfolding with astonishing
swiftness. The liberation of the colonies is being accomplished as
though by the laws of chain reaction. The Africans are still faced
with a difficult struggle, but the immediate political object, -the
winning of independence by all the peoples of Africa — is already
close.

One need only attend the sessions of the United Nations General
Assembly, or the conferences of its specialised agencies not only
to understand, but also to feel the striking changes that have taken
place in the world. The League of Nations of sorry memory hardly
had any Asian or African countries in its membership, although it
repeatedly discussed and decided the fate of peoples of Asia and
Africa. And even in the early period of the United Nations
existence the countries of Asia and Africa were hardly represented.

*Lenin. Col. Works, v.21, p.263.
"Lenin. Col. Works, v.22, p.298.
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Today of the 82 members of the United Nations there are 20 Asian
and 10 African countries. At the next session of the General
Assembly at least another six African countries should be admitted
t0 membership: Cameroons, Togo, Somalia, Nigeria, Mali and
Madagascar. Before very many years have gone by the Afro-Asian
countries will comptise the majority of the members of the United

Nations.
NEW PERIOD

One after another the peoples of Africa are joining the family
of peoples of the world, as equal members. The period of world
nistory, when Africa was only the object of the policy of non-
African countries, an object of strife and wars between the
imperialist states, is coming to a close. A new period is beginning,
when the peoples of Africa, to use the words of V.I. Lenin, will
take part in “‘solving the fate of the whole world”. This 1s a great
victory for the African peoples and all people of good will share
with them the joy of victory.

Construction of the new life is developing ever more widely in
the countries of Africa which have won political independence.
There are great difficulties in the way. Economic and cultural
backwardness; the continued domination of foreign monopolies
which still plunder the national wealth of these countries; the acute
lack of funds to finance economic construction; resistance of the
torces of internal reaction who refuse to make a complete break
with the past, and a great deal more, hamper their advance.

The imperialists try to take advantage of these difficulties. In
new forms and under new signs they seek to preserve the possibili-
ties of enrichment through the exploitation of the peoples of
sovereign African states. The struggle against imperialism does not
end with the gaining of political independence. This was pointed
out with ample eloquence by delegates to the Second Conference
of African Peoples, held in Tunis last January.

- The Soviet Union and the other countries of the socialist camp
are loyally following the great behests of Lenin, who said long ago,
on the eve of the triumph of our revolution: *“We shall exert every
effort to come closer to the Mongols, Persians, Indians, the
Egyptians . . . We will try . . . to teach them to go over to the use
of machinery, to making work easier, to democracy, to socialism’.*

Lenin’s name, his ideas, are widely known in Africa. The

colonisers have always put every possible obstacle in the way of

the distribution of Marxist literature in their colonies, and they
*l.enin. Col. Works, v.2Z3, p.55.
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1] do so. The Marxist book has found it very, difficult to make
st way in Africa. Yet today it is no longer an unusual phenomenon.
'ﬁm most important obstacle to the spread of the ideas of Marxism-
Leninism in Africa is. the illiteracy of the overwhelming majority

¢ the population. It is to the advantage of the colonisers to keep
E.‘E enslaved peoples 1n ignorance. But today there are already

any educated people in the African countries, and these include
::_]v.rancﬂd mopl; who propagate Leninist ideas, even at the cost
of personal sacrifice. . . .

The Communist Parties of the metropolitan countries, particu-
larly Britain and France, have made a valuable contribution to the
spread of Leninist ideas in Africa. Many thousands of Africans,

to the metropolitan countries, learn a great deal more about

ming \ ot i
fﬁ’g communist movement, read Marxist literature, and return home

enriched by progressive ideas. _ _

In recent years we have also seen the appearance in African
countries of quite a number of leaders who give themselves out to
he Marxists but at the same time reject Marxist-Leninist theory
a5, allegedly, being unsuitable for African conditions. With an -
obstinacy worthy of being put to better use, these people keep
wlking about the distinctive features of the historical path of the
African peoples, the specific features of the social-economic system
in the countries of Africa, the special lines of the further develop-
ment of the African peoples. But no one disputes all that.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

The peoples of Africa have indisputably covered a most
distinctive path of development, though this distinctiveness was
caused not by any special features inherent in the African peoples
and the African peoples alone, but by the interference of European
capitalism. The social and economic way of life of the African
peoples also has its own characteristic peculiarities. The forms of
material and spiritual culture of the Africans are their own, and
so on and so forth. Africa, perfectly truly, has its own face, its
own individuality. All this is so, but this in no way proves that
Marxist-Leninist theory is not applicable to Africa. :

As we know, Marxist-Leninist theory is not a dogma; it
stipulates the combination of basic principles with the concrete
historical conditions in which these principles are put into effect.
Lenin always fought against a dogmatic attitude to theory; he
always demanded its creative application. This is what he said in
his report to the 2nd All Russia Congress of Communist
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Organisations of peoples of the East, on November 22, 1919:

“vou have before you a task which has never before confronted
the communists anywhere in the whole world. Basing yourselves
on the general communist theory and practice what you have to
do, in adapting yourselves to the specific conditions (which do not
obtain in the European countries), is to be able to apply this
theory and practice to the conditions where the main masses
consist of peasantry, in which it is necessary to solve the task of
the struggle, not against capital, but against mediaeval survivals”.*

The history of the peoples of the Soviet East during the years
of socialist construction have brilliantly confirmed the correctness
of these instructions of Lenin.

it is well known that in the level of their social-economic and
cultural development these peoples were very much behind the
foremost capitalist countries of the West. They had not passed
through the capitalist stage of development; feudal and patriarchal-
feudal relations, which are so characteristic of present-day Africa,
predﬂminatcd with them. The forms of their material and spiritual
culture different considerably from the forms of culture of, for
instance the Russian people. These peoples —and this applies,
incidentally to all other peoples —have their own inherent
distinctive features. They themselves also experienced national
oppression by Russian landlords and capitalists. None of this,
however, prevented them from making the principles of Leninism
the basis of construction of their new life.

Guided by Marxist-Leninist theory in the construction of the
new life, and getting tremendous help from the Russian people,
the peoples of the Soviet Eastern republics have made a tremendous
stride from poverty to abundance, from ignorance to the heights
of human culture. According to the 1959 census, the Uzbek S.S.R.
has per 1000 of the population, 13 persons with a higher education
and 234 with a secondary education; the respective figures for the
Kazakh S.S.R. are 13 and 239, for Kirghizia 13 and 227; Tajikistan
10 and 214, Turkmenistan 13 and 256. What highly developed
capitalist country can boast of such a high level of national
education ? And yet before the revolution the population in the
outlying regions of Russian was practically totally illiterate.

The authenticity of all knowledge, of all theories, is confirmed
by practice. The practice of the Soviet Eastern republics demon-
strates that Marxist-Leninist theory serves as the guiding star in
the struggle for the happiness of mankind whatever the social-

*Lenin. Col. Work, v.30, p.140.
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omic conditions. Africa cannot be any e:xgeptiﬂn_. o
on :n’s name, his noble ideas of struggle against colonialism and
Lﬁ?her forms of imperialist enslavement of the peoples, for
_ﬂu, qal freedom, are becoming the property of ever increasing
ﬂ?u;';s of people in the countries of Africa. They will inevitably
cir® me the property of all who dream of a better future for the

becorl
i ple..
'{"ﬁﬁﬁégﬁﬂﬂﬂm “Contemporary East”’, April, 1960,

®
The Agony of South Africa
by A. LERUMO
APARTHEID L . .

" the policy of naked domination and oppression by a minority
of three million Whites over 12 million African and other non-
white peoples of the Union of South Africa — has long been
denounced by democratic men and women the world over. At one
Session after another of the United Nations General Assembly, at
the initiative of the ﬁ_xfrican and Asian countries, backed consistent-
ly by the representatives of the socialist countries, the policy of the
Union Government has been condemned as contrary to the U.N.
Charter and a threat to world peace. Each time the condemnation
has been more vigorous and forthright; the minority of imperialist
countries which gave open or tacit support to the South African
tacists has diminished and become less blatant.

At first the United States of America used to shield the
Nationalist Government of South Africa by supporting its claim
that U.N. discussion of apartheid meant “interference in domestic
affairs”. But in the last year or so American advisers have told the
State Department that this line was rapidly undermining U.S.
influence in Africa. At the last General Assembly, in October 1959,
only Britain, France and Fascist Portugal, the major remaining
African colony-owners, opposed the strong resolution demanding a
revision of the Union’s racial discrimination.

World feeling against South Africa’s Nazi white supremacists
rose to unprecedented heights last March, following the bloody
massacres unleashed by police at Sharpeville and Langa
against African men and women peacefully demonstrating
against the vicious pass laws and for higher wages. Mass
meetings, from Peking and London to Cairo and Accrd,
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rotested. A special session of the U.N. Security Cnun'ci.l.
Efithnut a single contrary vote, demanded tht:':t the Ur:_uun
Government review its oppressive pnlici.e_s to bring them into
line with the Charter. At the time of writing, Dag Hammars)-
Kkold. U.N. secretary-general is about to fly to South Africa,
presumelY to ascertain how far the Verwoerd Govermment

has moved to comply with this resolution. His visit has been
delayed over-long.

THE BACKGROUND . *
Sharpeville opened a new and fiercely intensive phase in the

freedom struggle in South Africa. It is a struggle which has gone
on for yery many years. ‘ _

The population of the Union is rather like a pyramid. At the
top of the pyramid are the three million Whites. This is the largest
non-African population in the whole of the continent of Africa.
All Whites in South Africa enjoy special privileges, denied to all
other sections of the population. They alone are allowed to vote
for the Parliament (the House of Assembly and the Senate), for the
provincial Councils in the four Provinces (Cape, Transvaal, Free
State and Natal) and the many municipal and village councils
throughout the country. They alone are allowed to enter skilled
trades and professions, and the upper ranks of commerce and
industry and civil service. They own 87 per cent. of the land, and
practically all the important natural resources of the country; they
receive about ten times the wages of Africans; their children alone
receive free and compulsory education; they live and are brought
up in an atmosphere of absolute and intolerable racial exclusiveness
and arrogance, the belief that Non-Whites are absolute inferiors and
outcasts, intellectually, morally and in every other way being
inculcated in them from childhood.

At the bottom of the pyramid are the ten million Africans. Here,
in this time of the African revolution, are a majority of the
population of a country, which is denied every vestige of democratic
rights, freedom and human dignity. The notorious starvation wages
paid to them are today admitted by the employers themselves and
even by the Government — which does nothing, however, to ensure
that more money is paid to Africans on the farms, mines, industries
and commercial enterprises in which they work. Every African
man and woman is forced to carry a ‘‘reference book’ under the
hated Pass Laws, which make non-possession of a pass a criminal
offence, for which every year a million Africans are arrested and
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o to forced : labour “on privately ~owned* White farms undér
sl;?:rnﬁifyillg conditions.”

CRISIS SWEEPS THE COUNTRY _ L

The African people, under the leadership of the African National
Congress, and in allidnce with freedom-loving fellow-South Africans
F [ndian, Coloured and éven European origin, have put'up-d
Uﬂgniﬁcent struggle against these disabilities, over a period ‘of
many years, and in the most. difficult conditions. Events such as
T,E famous 1952 Defiance Campaign, when 8,000 people went:to
t rison, and the 1955 'Congress of the People, when — surrounded
E “police — 2,300 delegates adopted the challenging Freedom
c{a:ter, have long been proud chapters in world, and particularly
African, history of our times. -

The Nationalist Party Government, headed successively by Dr.
Malan, Hans Strydom and now Dr. Verwoerd, has stubbornly
refused to make the slightest concession to any of the people’s
demands for freedom, for higher wages, ‘and democratic rights:
Instead they have steadily intensified oppression and aggravated the

ple’s grievances.” For example, they destroyed even the token
representation once allowed Non-Whites in South African’s all-
White Parliament. They tighenéd up the pass laws, forcing even
women, who were formerly exempted, to carry the pass books.
They have introduced a system of legalised robbery, under the
Group Areas Act (which was specifically condemned by the United
Nations) to deprive Africans, Indians and Coloured people of their
homes and their property and force them into ghettoes.

The Nationalists turn a blind eye to the onward march of
African and all colonial and former colonial peoples, which spell
the inevitable doom of White supremacy. So far from moving with
the times, or making at least token concessions to the people, they
have brought in one measure after another to still the voice of
criticism and suppress the organisations of the masses. In 1950
they passed the Suppression of Communism Act, ‘which banned
the Communist Party of South Africa, after thirty years of tireless
work by that Party to organise the workers for freedom, -equality-
of rights and opportunities, land and socialism. Under this and
other laws, hundreds of tried and trusted leaders of the trade
unions, the national liberation movements, the peace movement
and other bodies have - been ' proscribed, removed from their
positions and jobs, deprived of citizenship rights, including the
right to attend any gatherings, exiled to remote areas, raided by
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secret police, arrested on framed up accusations of treason,
mgitcmﬂﬂt. and other charges.

[nevitably such treatment has led to more and more frequent

hes between the people, especially the African people and the
dﬁi};g_ The situation has steadily become more and more tense.
P'} cady, towards the end of 1959, crisis swept the African township
Ar{’,‘am Manor, near Durban, when endless police raids drove the
Africar people to desperation and violence; and massive political
nggmffﬂffﬂﬂﬁ swept through Natal. In December, 1959, the
African National Congress, oldest and biggest African organisation,
jeclared that 1960 would be a crisis year, and drew up a detailed
gan of campaign against pass laws and for higher wages. The
gmpaign was scheduled to start on March 31.

[ronically enough it was not the Congress Alliance, headed by
e ANC, which for many years had been organising and leading
he people for struggles against pass laws and for more wages,
yhich sparked off the new and more intensive phase of 1960. It
qas 7a new organisation, the Pan-African Congress, formed as a
ight wing breakaway from the ANC, which until a few months
wfore had deliberately avoided interesting itself in immediate
sues such as wages and pass laws, on the grounds that they were
ot interested in “palliative measures”. In a sudden change of
font, and sensing the mass feeling on these two crucial issues, the
pAC suddenly declared a campaign on these two matters. They
alled upon the people to march en bloc to police stations and
arrender their passes on March 21.

This call had little response in most parts of South Africa. The
African people were awaiting the expected call from Chief Albert
Lutuli, respected president-general of the A.N.C. Yet in Cape
Town, and in Sharpeville township, near Vereeniging, peaceful,
marmed crowds of Africans presented themselves at the police
stations.

THE SHARPEVILLE MASSACRE

The cold blooded massacre by the White police of the Africans
sent a shocked wave of horror throughout the world. At Sharpeville,
sanding on Saracen armoured cars, the police opened fire on the
pople with sten guns, rifles and revolvers. 68 Africans were killed.
186 were wounded, including 40 women and 8 children. It was
stated by doctors at the enquiry which followed that the 68 people
killed had a total of 117 bullet wounds. The police claimed they were
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ing themselves from.attack, :yet nearly all the bullet wounds.
ot Silled and injured were in the.back, showing that -the-

of fﬁﬁem running from. the armoured cars. at- the time of th"e

NG i o _ T
Shgsvift.'ré'pe_rcussmns._fpﬂqwed upon this act of mass murder. On
128 the economy .of South Africa ground to a standstill in all.
Mar;ﬂin urban-areas.. Non-White workers struck work in response
mﬂmﬂ call of the African.National Congress for a national day of
0 ing. Many :thousands of Africans burnt their passes. Mass
mﬂuunstratiﬂns took place .in Durban and in Cape. Town, where,
dﬁ[ll:-;.wing a prolonged general strike and.the union-wide. arrests of
f%emﬁﬂn leaders and democrats,.30,000 African workers marched
I the Caledon Square-prison to demand the release of- their
o ders. This.vast peaceful demonstration, the greatest ever seen in
e City, was induced to disperse after its leader, Mr. Philip
Keosana of the P.A.C., had been promised an interview with the
nister of J ustice, Erasmus. .(When Mr. Kgosana -later presented
mself for the interview he was arrested !) y
vast protest meetings.took place throughout the world, in the
african and Asian countries, in the socialist countries, and also in
many capitalist couptries. The overwhelming disgust and revulsion
brought about an immediate meeting of the Security Council, which
Jecided by nine votes to nil (Britain and France abstained) that the
loss of life was due to the Union Government’s racial policies, -
which were a danger to world peace. It demanded that the South
African Government abandon apartheid, and appointed the
swcretary-general,- Mr. Dag Hammarskjold, to take steps to

implement the resolution. -

RULING CLASSES SHAKEN - ,_ | |

The. South African ruling classes were seriously shaken by the
March events. Share values dropped- sharply on the Johannesburg
sock exchange, one expert (Mr. H. Fridjhon, Sunday Times, 24
April) estimating that the capitalisation value of shares fell by at
least £600 million — about £70 million on one day alone — Match
30. British. and American imperialist circles, which are deeply
mvolved in exploitation - of  South African, :particularly gold,
uranium and diamond resources, began to panic'and to sell South
African shares at reduced prices. -

With increased boldness and outspokenness, leaders of commerce
and industry began to press:for a revision of Government: policy,:
for a relaxation of the worst excesses and brutalities ‘of the.
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partheid licy; for wage and other concessions to urban Africans;
and for 'ggpsf.towards" “consultation” with the leaders of the
African. people. ‘Even .the notoriously conservative Chamber of
Mines, the authentic voice of British and American imperialism in
gouth Africa, and chief benefactory of the vicious “cheap labour”
policy of: the.State, joined with the Chambers of Commerce and
{ndustry to- urge. some sort..of “new deal” -policy upon the
Government. » .

At the height of the crisis,” even ceértain elements among the
ranks of the ruling -Afrikaner Nationalist Party showed signs of
wavering .in. the fanatically uncompromising racialist policy the
party had. hitherto. followed.: Twelve ministers of the Government-
favoured Dutch::Reformed. Churches rejected the Government’s
enforced .apartheid --policy - as ‘‘unethical, unbiblical and without
foundation. in the.scriptures”. The Nationalist newspapers Die
«Burger and: Die: Vaderland urged that the Government consider
‘reforms. :A: Cabinet Minister, Mr. Paul Sauer declared that “‘there
must be an important change’ in the application of Government
policy. *“Immediate attention must be given to higher wages for
Natives who work-.in urban industries”. He even acknowledged
that the pass system ‘had been ‘“‘only a source of trouble’” to the
African — though he did not say it should be abolished.

Indicative of this: pressure from many- sources to bring about a
change of: Government policy was the announcement, early on in
the crisis,: that police would temporarily suspend the never-ending
arrests of Africans for pass arrests. It was clear that the Nationalist
Party was deeply divided internally, between the advocates of
concessions to the people, and those who had determined, whatever

the cost, to intensify repression to the utmost. -

rTHE'VEHWOERD'Lﬂ"TE
. ‘But this pass concession,— which was rapidly withdrawn — was
the single concession made by the Government to the powerful
pressure of opinion at home and abroad condemning its policy.
The Fascist-minded Verwoerd group, backed by the sinister and
powerful society, the Broederbond, went all out for its uncom-
promising - policy — to meet the demands of the people of South
Africa and -the democratic outside world with nothing but more
repression, terror and the unrestrained rule of force.

A State of Emergency was declared suspending the
operation  of dall citizenship rights, even for Whites, and
establishing a .rigid censorship.
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The African National - Congress — since 1912 the legally con.
ituted and established spokesman of the majority of the peo;:gq
Ef South Africa—was declared an unlawful organisation, .and
with it the Pan-African Congress. | -

Two thousand men and women, leaders of the African Nationa]
Congress, the Congress of Trade Union, the Pan-African Congress,
he S.A. Indian Congress, the Congress of Democrats, the Libera]
party, and many others, were arrested under the :Emergency
Regulations and held in prison for more than three months without
charge or trial, or even a chance of seeing their lawyers; inter.
rogated by the Special Branch of the police. At the same time
18,000 Africans were arrested under the - same . Regulations—

mostly young men accused of pass offences, many of whom were
sent to secret camps and farm prisons after star chamber trials
held behind closed doors without legal representation. -

The New. Age, the weekly paper which week after week had
boldly exposed the crimes of the Nationalist Government, was
closed down. ) '

The army was mobilised, and with its backing the savage South
African Police began a merciless campaign of terror and intimida.
tion in the African townships, assaulting, insulting, arresting,
sacking and looting at will. In the streets of Cape Town, a few
blocks from Parliament, horrified onlookers saw young White
policemen setting about African and Coloured people walking in
the streets with their sjamboks, heavy rhinoceros-hide whips. A
Member of Parliament told the House how he had seen an African

clergyman thrashed in this way.

THE AFTERMATH — BITTER DISCONTENT |

This article is being written several months after the new round
of crisis broke in South Africa. The Governinent claims that it has
restored peace and. order in the country. True, in the major urban
centres, the™ Africans — probably . the most heavily-policed com-
munity anywhere today —find few opportunities of expressing
their anger and hatred of minority White domination. The
emergency regulations have now been lifted, but the repressiye
laws still remain. .

When Mr. Dag Hammarskjold arrives, as he is due soon to do,
the Verwoerd Government will no doubt try to assure him that
everyhing is now “normal’’ and peaceful. But what exists in South
Africa todey is not “peace”. It is a country at war within itself:
on top, ¢ armed minority, ruthlessly defending its privileges,
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sigger-haPPY and tense with. fear; beneath, the great Non-

white majority, simmering with bitter discontent, determined
+ win its rights to land. freedom and equality.
tﬂpespite the harsh repression and intimidation, new signs of
rest and political activity continue to ruffle the surface of the
lmuth African political scene. Serious demonstrations in the rural
sfea of Pondoland, against the Government’s vicious oppression
af the peasants (the so-called “Bantustan™ plan) resulted in a new
0 lice massacre, when six Pondos were killed and thirteen wounded.
,ﬁﬂ police opened fire on a peaceful delegation of peasants

ing a white flag. o

All the senior leaders of the African National Congress were

ut in prison, apart from a few who have, like Vice-President
po[iver Tambo, been sent on Congress missions outside the
country. Yet the A.N.C. has managed to preserve its organisa-
tion, and to regroup for illegal, underground work. It publishes
an underground paper. Congress Voice, of which several
:ssues have already appeared. On June 26, traditional day of
struggle for ireedom, AN.C. slogans and leaflets appeared
throughout the country.

The other partners in the Congress alliance have been crippled
by arrests of their personnel, though not formally declared illegal.
They too have been courageously working to maintain the various
irade union, national liberation and democratic oragnisations. In
purban on June 26 a mass meeting was held by the alliance,
attended by many thousands of African and Indian workers.

The Communist Party of South Africa, which had a magnificent
30-year record of pioneering struggle for the workers’ rights and
against racialism, dissolved itself in 1950, following the passing of
the Suppression of Communism Act. Since then some members of
the former Party, together with many new forces developed in the
course of the struggle, organised a new party to cope with illegal
conditions, and to further the noble cause of socialism and
Marxism-Leninism in South Africa. This party — the South African
Communist Party — issued a leaflet on July 14 in the main urban
centres of the country, rallying the workers in the struggle against
the Hitlerist Government, against pass laws and low wages, for
freedom, land, equality and votes for all.

SOLIDARITY FROM OTHER LANDS
In their exceptionally hard and complex freedom struggle, the
oppressed people of South Africa are greatly encouraged and
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. spired bY the many acts of solidarity and sympathy of democratic
d- freedom-loving zpeople; .not only in . Africa. and. Asia,, but
aﬁrﬂughnut the world. - At meetings of the.United Nations, :the
fhfﬁm and Asian :members, solidly and consistently supported
the Soviet Union-and other socialist members, have year after
bf,a: sponsored :‘resolutions - condemning South - African - racial
ﬁiscriminatiﬂﬂ- ‘Year :after year the majorities voting for these
resolutions- have grown greater, the minorities opposing them less;
until last December:only imperialist Britain, France and ‘Portugal
(all of which themselves cruelly exploit Africans in this continent)
were left supporting apartheid. .~ _ . RS
At many African and Afro-Asian meetings and conferences
cesolutions havé been adopted calling for an international solidarity-
poycott of South African consumer products. Trade union and
other -progressive organisations in Brtain, Scandinavia, West
Germany and other European countries have also taken up this
boycott, which has begun to assume the character of a great,
pular ‘movement of solidarity with the oppressed masses of
South Africa. Among the foremost in Britain in campaigning for
this boycott has been the Communist Party and its fighting news-
paper the Daily Worker. It would be a splendid thing if the
movement were taken up too by the militant leaders of the great
trade unions in countries like France and Italy, and still more so
by the powerful trade unions in the Soviet Union, China and other
countries ‘of the socialist camp, all of which have on. many
occasions expressed in other ways their solidarity with the exploited
masses of South Africa in their struggles against the monstrous
oppression which stifles their lives. |
For independent African states in particular, the fight against
apartheid is more than a question of sympathy and solidarity.
South Africa is the most economically developed state in the
continent. The imperialist countries which draw vast profits and
strength from the exploitation of South Africa (despite their hypo-
critical gestures of sympathy with the victims of that exploitation)
are the very same as those which oppress and exploit Africans
throughout the Continent. With Algeria- and Rhodesia, White
South Africa is the very nerve-centre and heart of the hateful
reactionary forces which seek to hold back the cause of African
emancipation, to maintain the grip of imperialism in those terri-
tories which remain colonial, to encourage and prop up servile and
corrupt forces in the newly-independent States, and — if they can
— to intrigue and work for the reconquest of our Continent as a
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oolony of “the-West™. = :

"As-long as ‘White domination exists in the Union of South
iiricﬂi‘ it is a dire menace to freedom and independence
mxnﬂghnut' thé Continent, a threat to every African every-
where: Conversely, the liberation of South Africa will be a
irﬁﬂ'lﬂn

b {]! thls African delegation — representing the African National

?:Oongrcss; the Pan African Congress and the S.A. Indian Congress
- was received with the utmost friendliness by the heads of state
.y their tour of Africa, by Nkrumah and Nasser, Touré¢ and
Tubman, Emperor Haile Selassie and all other leading Africans,
who assured them of their support. At the Addis Ababa con-
rerence of independent states, the proposals of the South African
delegation were unanimously approved. These states will, among
other steps : — . : : . .

Raise at the United Nations the question of international
sanctions against the Union to enforce decisions of UN
Security Council and General Assembly which have been
blatantly flouted by the Union Government;

Demand that the United Nations assert its trusteeship over
South-West Africa, which has been unilaterally annexed by
the Union;

Break diplomatic and trading relations with the Union of
South Africa, and in particular aim to see that S.A. aircraft
are denied facilities at African airports, that Arabian oil is
not sent to S.A., and that the supply of cheap African labour
from outside the Union, on which the mines so heavily
depend, is cut off.

THE LAST WORD |

Steps such as these, taken not only by African states but by
freedom-loving and democratic people throughout the world, will
undoubtedly be severe blows to the Nationalist Government — now
busily trying to rally its supporters around the demagogic campaign
for a Republic (for Whites only, of course! ) They will, indirectly,
hasten the day of South Africa’s liberation.

But the last word will rest with the people of South Africa
themselves. It is they., and no one else but they, who must and
who will bring about their own liberation. The ruthless
measures taken by the Verwoerd clique to suppress the
expression of the intolerable grievances has not removed a
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..qle one of those grievances, but only added to them. Neither
Emgrq.:;:ti.::u:u::list Party nor any other of the Parliamentary White
e remacy Parties, such as the United Party, is capable of
S“f,mg the profound problems and conflicts of the country,
sol e problems cannot be solved without radical and far-
The:hjng changes in the country, along the lines of the famous
1e0¢ ' Charter adopted in 1956, which proclaims that the
Free le shall govern, and shall share the country’s land and
péﬂjth, that the doors of education and culture shall be opened
Wamj, and that no laws and practices discriminated on
tanunds of race or colour shall be tolerated. |

r[nevitably, until these rights and freedoms are won, the present
tage of premanent crisis will persist in South Africa, erupting into
ng rounds of disturbance and violence, people’s resistance and
Etatﬁ repression, each more severe and sharp than the last. For
the Nationalist Party and other White Supremacists, living in this
swift-moving African and world situation of the 1960’s it is a
osing battle. Their polioies, based upon the reactionary and
outmoded theories of race supremacy, are doomed to disgraceful
defeat. _ _ _ ‘

The progressive forces of South Africa, the African National
Congress and its allies, the Pan-African Congress and all others
who stand uncompromisingly for freedom and equality, can by
reaching unity in mass revolutionary struggles hasten the day of
victory and cut short the agony of South Africa. In all such
struggles it 1s certain that the South African Communist Party
will play, as it has in the past, a proud and indispensible part.

Nigerian Independence
by 1. KUMALO

When Nigeria became independent on October 1st, the largest
remaining British colony freed itself from the direct political grip
of British imperialism. With an area of 36,000 square miles (four
times the size of Britain) its population of over 35 millions is more
than the total population of the remaining British colonial empire.

What is likely to be the impact of Nigerian independence on the
all-Africa struggle for freedom ? There can ‘be no doubt it will
stimulate the movement for liberation everywhere. Not only will it
encourage the fight for independence in East and Central Africa
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freedom struggle in South Africa), it will also strengthen

cesistance Of the existing independent African States to the
111.?'] remaining political grip of imperialism. Over 60 per cent. of
r;:ﬂ African continent and peoples have now won their political

mdgpend ence.

D TINCTIVE FEATURES

At the same time Nigerian independence presents some distinc-
ive features, both positive and negative. After the formation of the
African National Congress in South Africa in 1912, Nigeria was
the first African territory Bﬂu_th of tl'_m-. Sahara in which an organised
jjberation movement came into being. Starting with the National
Democratic Party (N.D.P.), founded by Herbert Macauley, in 1922
¢ reached a new stage with the formation of the National Council
of Nigeria and the Cameroons (N.C.N.C.) in 1944 — still retaining

s original title even after Southern Cameroons was no longer part

of Nigeria.
The N.D.P. was largely confined to Lagos, the capital, but the

N.C.N.C. from its fﬂr_matinn was a nationwide movement — though
its influence was mainly in the East and Western regions in the
South. It was the only organised movement which took up the
cudgels against the constitution pushed through by the Governor,
sir Arthur Richards (now Lord Milverton) which divided Nigeria
into three artificial regions. It organised a national campaign of
resistance throughout Nigeria in 1946, and in 1947 sent a strong
protest delegation to London.

However, it did not succeed in preventing the imposition of the
Richards Constitution, and in 1951 a new Constitution was
pmpOSEd by Sir John McPherson (the new British Governor) which
consolidated the regional system but also proposed a Federation
Assembly for the whole of Nigeria. It is from this point that rival
political parties came into being in Nigeria.

Speaking in Oxford on June 11th, 1957, Dr. Nnamdi Azikwe
(popularly known as Zik) declared that,

“The N.C.N.C. felt strongly on this spurious idea of
regionalisation and warned the country that it was an
invitation to national disaster, because i1t was bound to
disintegrate Nigeria as an historical fact”.

Life itself has proved the correctness of this analysis. The
emergence of artificial regions gave rise to a narrow regional
outlook and the formation of political parties concerned only with
regional interests. In the north the Northern People’s Congress
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p.C.) was formed: to contest the 1951 elections, "and in the west
(M*{ ction Group emerged as the offshoot of the Yoruba Cultural
 anisation, the Egbe Omo Qduduwa.

The N.P.C. (which is led by Sardauna of Sokota, now, premier
f the Northern Region) came into being as the political expression
ﬂf the interests of the feudal Fulani emirs ‘in the: North, though
Erithjﬂ its ranks there are many ﬂnmrq qnti*i{n-periaﬁ;t elements.
Through its control of the “Native Administration””. the N.P.C, has
o] along been the medium through which the British strategy of
windirect rule’” has been exercised .in Northern Nigeria. The only

litical force opposed to it in the north is the Northern Elements
Progressive Union (N.E.P.U.), led by Aminu Kano, and whicl:ll is

octively associated with the N.C.N.C. .

In the west the Action Group (led by Chief Awolowa) has
cetained its majority since 1951 in the Western Assembly. It appears
1o be the political expression of wealthy Nigerian merchants, cocoa
farmers, timber “brokers, who are closely associated with the
rraditional chiefs. Its political outlook has always been coloured by
regional interests and the cause of the Yoruba people, to the
exclusion. of other Nigerian peoples.

It is these separate regional interests, expressed by the N.P.C.
and the Action Group, which was the main stumbling block at
successive constitutional conferences in London from 1953 on-
wards. It has thus enabled the British Government to continually
postpone Nigerian independence. What forced the issue finally at
the London Constitutional Conference in October, 1958 was the
insistent and rising demand of the Nigerian peoples.

What of the future ? Nigerian independence: comes into forcé
with a coalition government of the N.C.N.C. and the N.P.C. in the
Federated Assembly, and the Action Group in opposition. In the
North the N.P.C. controls the government, as does the Action
Group in the West and the N.C.N.C. in the East. In face of the
different outlook of the political parties the unity which has been
achieved is-most remarkable. The conception of one united Nigeria
is growing rapidly. No political party can now-afford to ignore the
determination of-the people to achieve this. All the political parties
have taken a firm stand against the French Atomic Tests in the
Sahara and for a boycott on South African goods. If Nigeria is not
yet in the forefront of -the anti-imperialist struggle in Africa, ‘it is
certainly moving forward towards thé front ranks.
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JEFENCE PACT

However; there are differences both on foreign and home Policy.
The N.C.N.C. stands. for *‘positive neutr*ahsgn“ and friendly
" oJations With all countries.. A year ago the Action Group openly
-jrdmted--Nigeria siding with “‘the West” against the Socialist
'gouuin'es,- -but there are signs that this attitude is now being
modified. The N.P.C. is also moving slowly towards an attitude of
wneutralism’ and for good relations with both East and West.
At the same time the present Nigerian Government has already
committed itself -in advance to military co-operation with the
gritish Government. The official report of the final discussions in
London in May,: 1960 declares: — |

“As ‘was recorded in paragraph 83 of the Report of the
1958 Conference, the Federal Prime Minister and the Premiérs
‘were then at one with Her Majesty’s Government in believing

that there would be mutual advantage to Britain and Nigeria
in co-operating in the field of defence. We have now discussed
this question in more detail and have reached completé
understanding. Each country will afford the other assistance
in mutual defence. The United Kingdom will give Nigeria
help in training, equipment.and suplplies. The United King-
dom and Nigerian Governments will give each other staging
facilities for aircraft in their respective territories”.

.. The extent of this commitment hdas not yet been disclosed. Dr.
Azikwe claimed this was ‘“‘merely a proposal which has no binding
effect either legally or morally on the Federal Government’ (May
ird, 1960), but it is extremely doubtful if the British Government
(or even the Nigerian: Government) will accept this view. Strong
pressure will be exerted by Britain to insist upon Nigeria carrying
out this pledge, and it is only the pressure from the Nigerian people
that can prevent the new. Nigeria being drawn into military
co-Operation with Britaid. . -~ . |

, To a certain extent the appointment of Dr. Azikwe as a new -
Governor-General jn’ November will be a barrier to British inter-
ventioir in' Nigeria. His consistent stand for a free and united
‘Nigeria should 'make it clear that the Nigerian people will support
him in any resistance to British intervention. On the other hand,
the fact that -he has now resigned from leadership of the N.C.N.C.
means the weakening of the most progressive anti-imperialist forces
in' Nigeria,
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sCIALIST GROUPS

. What Nigeria‘needs most of all is a strnn’g_a_II-nati;inal-muyement
- o on'Marxist principles, which takes an’ independent stand:on

h. home_and -foreign policy, free from being influenced ‘from
‘botside by imperialist pressure, or from inside by narrow regional
?utﬂgsts.' The news of formation of Socialist groups in key Nigerian
'lﬂwns-likﬂ Enugu, - Lagos, Ibadan, Port Harcourt and.'Kano:is
fﬂdecd_welcnnie._ What is most promising is that those hundreds of
::,cialists associated ‘with these groups come from the various

litical parties and are not confined to the N.C.N.C.-—.thnug_'h
Pﬂs pot surprising’'that most of them are in the Eastern Region. -
' It is this kind of development which augers well for the future of

igeria, pointing the way forward from regional interests to the
ommon interest of Nigeria as a whole, working towards a united
yrade union movement, to the transition from political indepen-
dence, to economic _mfiependence, to all-African unity in _the
struggle against imperialism and leading forward towards Socialism

in Nigeria.

The United States and Africa
by B. PELA |

“It is necessary steadily to explain and expose among the

broadest masses of. the toilers of all countries, and particu-
larly of backward countries, the deception which  the
imperialist powers systematically practise by creating in the
guise of politically independent states, states which are
absolutely dependent upon them economically, financially
‘and militarily”’. -

V. L. Lenin, Preliminary Draft of the Theses on the National-
Colonial Question, (1920).

Shortly after the murder of peaceful demonstrators by the South
African. police at Sharpeville and Langa, the United States State
Department issued a statement in which it “regretted” the violence
and loss of life. o - o

This statement was extraordinary because it came only five
months after the U.S. Ambassador to South Africa, Philip- K.
Crowe, bad said in a radio broadcast: “The United States and the
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:.an Government are partners in Africa”, so identifying

50“%? fﬂ;ith the bloody suppression of the people by the South
the, oo authorities. How are we to explain these apparently
g{mﬂiClﬂw statements ?
.iﬁo-FACED POLICY
I.Thg fact is that the U.S. is following a policy of treachery in

rica. On the one hand, it pretends to be the "‘friend’” of all the
_Af ican countries, showing “‘sympathy” and “‘understanding” for
.‘ﬂ African peoples’ demands for freedom and independence, and,
! the other hand, it actively supports the suppression of the people
g; the old colonial powers and the white settler minorities.
At the same time U.S. imperialism is the mastermind behind all
(inds of phoney independence schemes, which will allow the U.S.
monopolies to dominate newly “independent” African states.

In March 1960, the U.S. Senate’s Foreign Relations Committee
pad an open hearing to question a number of leading U.S. officials
on the weakness of U.S. policy towards Africa. The main report
was given by Dr. Melville Herskovits, Director of African Studies
ot North-western University. U.S. policy he said, “should be guided
by expectation of the primacy of Africans in all sub-Saharan
Africa’’. | | ’

In other words, the U.S. has decided that despite the white
settlers’ opposition, African national movements are going to win
south of the Sahara. The Herskovits report declares that “we need
not desert our European associates who are colonial powers™ (i.e.
Portugal, Britain, France, Belgium) and at the same time outlines
a plan which will effectively oust the influence of those powers from
Africa. The recommendations include :

The U.S. should: favour the issue of specific statements by
“the responsible authorities about when and how self-
government is to be attained, since the more peaceful the
transition to self-rule, the greater the likelihood that present
orientations toward the West will be maintained by the newly
independent states™.

.. The U.S. should greatly increase its grants for African
exchange and educational programmes.

U.S. aid programmes in Africa should be reappraised ‘“‘in

_order to determine their adequacy in the light of the needs
of the area and of American interest’’.

These recommendations are already being Iimplemented by the
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e Government. Jbseph C. Satterthwaite, U.S. Assistant Secretary
Uf giate for African -Affairs,: told a Congressional Committee: in
'GM‘arch this year that the U.S. should control the direction in. which
the African countries develop. He had in .mind a .new  U.S.

lonialism through greatly increased economic, military and
couuml “aid”’. “The whole Continent is on;fire’’, said' Satterth-
cuajt,:. “put, it burns with. an uneven flame. It is fairly easy to
nguise that the political revolution (in Africa) is at hand, and
by and large its pressures are irresistible”. According to. this

kesman-of U.S. imperialism there was “‘a need for reconciling
P sistent upsurge of nationalism with means for an orderly

in
:]::nsitiﬂn from past to future”. | _ ,

~ Today the imperialists’ apple-cart has been upset by the rapidity
with which the African national-liberation movement is developing.
wThe wind of change is blpwing through the continent, ““Macmillan
warned the Europeans in Southern Africa, advising them to
establish good relations with the local population before it was too
late. Otherwise they, and the positions which they hold for the
capitalist west, would be swept away. -

The U.S., as well, has learnt from its failure to hold back the
t.war liberation movement of the people of Asia, and therefore
supports the view that . . , the right course for the West is not
o retreat or ‘get out’, but to find acceptable solutions in order
to stay”’. (The Idea of Colonialism, Ed. by R. Strausz-Hupe and
H. W. Hazard, N.Y. 1958, pp. 42-43). ¥

Herskovits impressed upon the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee the *“‘favourable world reaction to the forthright statement
of Prime Minister Macmillan . . . on South African racial policy™,
He urged that “‘we would be well advised to make.our own position
clear as emphatically, and in any event to range ourselves at his
side whenever. and wherever opportunity offers " . The
opportunity came with Sharpeville.

AID WITH SHACKLES

Satterthwaite underscored the Herskovits report by saying that
present U.S. plans for “aid™ to Africa *“‘are not adequate-in scope
or size to be responsive to the dramatic changes taking place’. The
situation was ‘‘compelling recommendations for a new and creative
U.S. approach”. He demanded that ‘‘aid” to Africa be stepped-up
to 157,500,000 dollars.during the 1961 financial year.
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‘No one doubts- that the African countries need qmnﬂmic: assis-
" ce for their development and the attainment of higher standards
,ﬁnﬁﬁng‘ But it is real and disinterested help they want, help which
-.throw off the shackles of imperialism which has caused the
:mwrty and backwardness of Africa. One of the main objectives
P? U.S. “aid” to Africa is to turn it into a raw material appendage
% the United States’ militarized economy.

“The Magazine of Wall Street and Business An;:a!fsr (1956)
whetted the appetite of U.S. big business by reporting: ‘“‘Africa
.o . the world’s largest untapped reservoir of natural resources.
¢ already leads other parts of the world in the production of
industrial diamonds, gold, columbite, cobalt, beryllium and phos-
pha-té rock; it contributes a growing proportion of the world’s
output of copper, chrome, maganese, asbestos, uranium, tin and
oraphite. Some of its huge rivers, such as the Congo, the Nile and
the Niger, could, if harnessed, provide the entire Old World with
pydro-electric power. Its forests . . . could keep Western Europe
in cellulose, plastics and industrial alcohol without much t_:hfﬁculty".
Africa supplies the following percentages of the capitalist world’s
total: diamonds, 99; cobalt, 81; gold, 59; chrome, 40; manganese,
16; copper, 27; antimony, 42; phosphates, 32; asbestos, 17; etc.

"The long struggle between the European powers for domination
of these fabulous resources resulted in the dismemberment and
colonisation of most of the continent, to vicious racial discrimina-
tion and national oppression, to the hunger and misery of the
people. The growth of the national liberation movement has torn
3 big gap in the colonial system in Africa. But the African people
3T NOW faced with a new and most dangerous threat, that of U.S.
neo-colonialism. . |

" After the second: world war a sizable part of Europe and Asia
fell out of the capitalist system and formed with the Soviet Union
d powerful socialist camp, whose strength is growing daily. At the
same time; most Asian countries shook off colonial rule and
embarked : upon' 'an- independent course of progress. Africa was
left as a major source of imperialist plunder. “This fabulous and
challenging continent”, wrote John Gunther author of Inside
Africa, *‘is vital to the Western world not merely because it is
important strategically and is packed with vital raw materials, but
because it is our Last Frontier. Much of Asia has been lost; Africa
remains. But Africa lies open like a vacuum . . . the richest prize
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earth”. This is the “prize’ coveted by the U.S.. monopolies.
ﬂﬂﬂ]g 4im of U.S. imperialism is ultimately to oust the old ¢olonial
_wers and secure exclusive control over: Africa. At the presént
po e -U.S. imperialism is penetrating into -Africa economically,
Coltically and militarilly:

£CONOMIC PENETRATION

Fconomically U.S. penetration takes a well-established pattern.
First, “aid” I arranged through specialised- governmental agencies
of the U.S. By granting this ‘‘aid” the U.S. tries to appear as a,
penefactor of the African people. In fact the U.S. is trying to
achieve a maximum of monopoly expansion at a minimum expendi-.
wre of government capital. Indeed, out of the total amount of
Us. “aid’’ — loans plus subsidies — granted to foreign countries
from July 1, 1945 to December 31, 1955, only 0.6 per cent. (233

million dollars) was allocated to Africa, .

. Africa ranks very low as a recipient of U.S. *‘aid” in comparison.
with Western Eurnpf:, Asia and Latin-Amenca*_ And the aid which:
is received is used directly to serve, not the African people, but the
economic, financial and military interests of the U.S. imperialists.:
U-S. “aid” classed under the heading *‘strategic and basic materials®
goes directly to finance the extraction of strategic materials for
military purposes. | - o
' Sums derived from an_ “‘overseas development fund” are largely
spent on railways, strategic highways, ports and airfields, essential’
for the winning of super-profits by the big U.S. firms, and needed
for military purposes. ‘“Technical co-operation” funds have been
spent on a geological survey of Africa (to discover its mineral
resources), for the training of Africans for jobs essential for the
Americans, and for “health”, that is the barest sanitary conditions’
in areas where American personnel are engaged. ‘“‘Development
assistance’’ funds, another item of U.S: *“‘aid”, are used to finance
those branches of the African economy in which the U.S. has. a
special interest, . and they contribute to chaining. the African
countries to the U.S. economy as suppliers of raw materials. “Aid”
to the North African countries has given particular emphasis to
construction of strategic -air bases, and harbours. e
At this first stage of U.S. economic penetration into the African
country concerned, a thorough survey is made of the country’s.
economy and prospects by U.S.. diplomats, U.S. banks and other
agencies. The U.S. then draws up a rough plan by which the local
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vernment, using U.S. “aid”, takes care of basic services, such as
goi]ways, harbours, and communications. In some cases the World
gﬂnk and the International Bank for Reconstruction and Develop-
qent, both U.S. q{}qtmllad, pour foreign capital into the country to
assist in this preliminary development.

This clears the stage for direct investment by American manu-
facturers in establishing their own plants or agencies. Shares are
also bought in already established companies.

CAPITAL POURS IN

This direct U.S. investment is widely spread throughout Africa.
gut the most important U.S. investment is taking place in Southern
and Central Africa, which are good suppliers of a number of raw
materials essential to the West, such as uranium, gold, diamonds
arid copper. The manufacturing opportunities which the growing
arban centres in South and Central Africa present, have also
attracted U.S. big business.

To take South Africa first, because here U.S. investment is the
largest and most important. U.S. capital is overshadowed by British
capital (about 62 per cent. of all foreign capital in the country)
which has been flowing into South Africa for a century or more,
but which has slowed down appreciably over the last five or six

years.

Official figures estimate that the book-value of U.S. assets in
South Africa amounted to less than 90 million dollars in 1943.
Most of the direct investments were in petroleum (20 million
dollars), manufacturing (10 million dollars) trade or distribution
(10 million dollars) and a mere 4 million dollars in mining and
smelting, where the bulk of British investment lies.

By 1950 direct investments had almost trebled with the largest
increase concentrated in mining and smelting (33 million dollars).
In the next two years another 50 million was added to the total
of U.S. investments in South Africa, and since then there has been
an enormous increase of U.S. capital in mining, manufacturing and
petroleum. .

So large has been the interest in South Africa that there are more
U.S. dollars there than in the Phillipines or than in Italy, Belgium
and Turkey combined. Among the large companies with manufac-
turing or assembly plants in South Africa are: Ford, General
Motors, Chesebourg, Colgate-Palmolive, General Electric, Kellogg,
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Firestone, Goodyear and Coco-Cola. The U.S. Ambassador in
gouth Africa ;said :last- October .that U.S. ;investments in .South
African industry total more than £200 million., - . .

“Next in importance.after South Africa comes Liberia, with whom
American connections have: always been strong. The main. U.S.
interest there is-in .mining and commerce. After Liberia,. and
ssibly of greater importance in_.the future, is U.S. investment in
P% Federation of Rhbodesia and Nyasaland. By 1952 diréc
qavestments reached some 26 million dollars. Within two years the
wotal had increased to 43 million dollars. The great bulk of this was
ssed to exploit the Copperbelt miners. The U.S. controlledWorld
gank made a substantial dollar contribution to financing the:80.
nillion- dollar:first stage of the Kariba.hydro-electric project.. ::::}-

some - direct - investments :have also ‘been made in what are
raditional ‘British “spheres of influence” along the West Coast,
such as Ghana and Nigeria and as well in Ethiopia.

The annual rate of profit derived from the more than 2,000
million dollars of U.S. private investment in Africa, was as high’

as 21 to 25 per cent. between 1951 and 1958.

pIPLOMATS AND GENERALS AT WORK

Politically, America’s industrial magnates are making ample use
of U.S. embassies, legations and consulates to promote their plans
for expansion. Before the war the U.S. had sixteen diplomatic
set-ups in Africa, today it has 40. The U.S. embassy in Accra alone
already has a staff of over 100. Leading Africans are being
encouraged to visit the U.S. as guests of the State Department and
other Government agencies, or under the so-called ‘‘leader-exchange
programme”’., |

The Kenya Office of the Africa Association in"Cairo was led to
complain that a number of Americans had given “‘advice’ behind
the scenes- to -some ‘Kenyan delegates at the recent round-table
constitutional talks in"Loondon. It was clear, said the Kenya office,
that the aim of the Americans was to divide the African ranks and
to induce the African delegates to betray their national aspirations.

Other -agencies of -the *‘cold .war’’ -such as‘:the International
Confederation of Free Trade Unions have also assiduously-spread
the :ideology - of anti-communism in Africa, trying to divide the
n;cgg)ingfclass movement, -(see The African Communist, No. 2,
1960). - . .

Militarily, .the -U.S. is spending large government funds to
militarise ‘the ‘African-continent on the pretext of promoting the
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wecurity”” of the U.S. and its NATO partners. U.S. News and
jorld Report said: ‘“You need only a quick trip through Africa

be impressed with its importance to U.S. defence plans™. The
g g; imperialists hope to use Africa-with its manpower and natural
Ie'sﬂurces as a bridgehead for aggression against the socialist
ountries and those independent countries hostile to U.S. intrigues.

The U.S. spends a great deal on building military and naval
rses. U.S. ““aid™ for the 1961 financial year will lay the emphasis
i Libya, Morocco and Tunisia, in which the U.S. has special
pilitary interests. It has five major strategic air bases in Morocco,
gd 2 huge air field in Libya. NATO’s biggest Mediterranean base
i in Tunisia. The U.S. plans nuclear launching sights in the Sahara,
nd wants to utilise the strategic ports of Africa like Capetown,
purban, Mombasa, Beira, Dakar, Lagos, etc. South Africa
produces more uranium than the U.S. and Canada combined and
s thus of great military importance to the U.S.

The evidence is clear. The U.S. statement on Sharpeville was no
ssccident’”’, nor was it a sincere message of sympathy and support
for the oppressed people of Souh Africa. U.S. monopoly capital
pas an investment in apartheid, and in the continuation of the
avage exploitation of the working people.

To penetrate more effectively into the dependent and colonial
countries, U.S. imperialism has adopted a deliberate policy of
playing up the slogan of “anti-colonialism”, so as to provide the
conditions for the expansion of the U.S. monopolies in Africa.
They are using this ‘‘anti-colonialism” to force the Western
olonial powers to make important concessions to the United
States. Michel Debré, a champion of Franco-American ‘‘solidarity”,
had to admit that ‘““American anti-colonialism actually serves to
amoflauge rather base interests, which are those of power

companies’’.

- U.S. neo-colonialism looks forward to the disintegration of the
old colonial empires, to “‘concessions’ to the African people, and
the complete domination of U.S. imperialism in Africa. While
mplementing this plan, the U.S. is forced to manouevre con-
tnuously. For reasons of ‘“Western unity’’ it backs France, Britain
and Belgium in their colonial exploits. On the other hand it is
critical of the policy of “‘colonialism’ and of the white supremacists
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n An analysis of U.S. policy in Africa shows that behind. these

ouevres, lies a deliberate aim of perpetuating the colonial status

ﬁ’fﬂfﬁcﬂ, exploiting and robbing its peoples, and turning it into a

EaSG of aggression.
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