-
ol

HruMBER FOUR JANUARY, 1961
gDITORIAL

Manifesto 2
TouSSAmT

The United Nations : Illusion and Reality 6
3. RADEBE

South West Africa : Test Case for UNO and Africa 18
¢ KUMALO

Socialism for Africa 31
ALANG KWENA

Marxist Education series : No. 1.

Why You Should be a Communist 40

Published in the interests of African solidarity and as a forum for
Marxist-Leninist thought throughout our Continent, by the
SOUTH AFRICAN COMMUNIST PARTY.



Copies of THE AFRICAN CoMMUNIST will be sent to any p,, X
Africa for one shilling and six pence (British Postal Order) cach
or ten shillings a dozen. The subscription rate is six shillingsé
year (four issues) or fifteen shillings by airmail. Send British Pogty
Order to our London agent : —

Mr. Ellis Bowles,

52 Palmerston Road,

East Sheen,

London. S.W.14,

Articles are invited for publication, as well as correspondence g
all themes of African interest.

As our Party is illegal, all correspondence must be sent to gy
London Agent, whose address appears above.



—

OUR MAGAZINE

|

Communism has become the vital social and political belief
or times. Already one third of mankind has chosen the road
of “Oc-a;jsm under the leading banners of the Marxist parties.
Ev:nﬂ‘h’hﬂrﬂ else. miliions of men and women press forward to

eir liberation, inspired by the parties of Communism.
I '

In this, as in so much else, Africa lags behind the world. The
os of imperialism, which have made Africa the “dark
flJ{m‘nf:nt’”., have also kept the people curtained off from the

ti -
ﬁ%];ra!ing spirit of Communism.
This magazine, “THE AFRICAN COMMUNIST”, has been started

v the South African Communist Party, to defend and spread the
inspiring and liberating ideas of Communism in our great continent,
;nd to apply the brilliant scientific method of Marxism to the
olution of its problems.

1t is being produced in conditions of great difficulty and
danger. Nevertheless, we mean to go on publishing it, because we
ow Africa needs Communist thought, as dry and thirsty soil

qeeds rain.

To you, the reader, we say, comrade and fellow-worker,
vherever you may be, read and study this magazine. Pass it on to
other fellow-workers and form groups to discuss it. These groups
may become the foundation-stones of great and important Com-
munist Parties in many lands that will bring salvation to your

country.

The “AFRICAN CoMMUNIST’ -has been hailed with joy by
revolutionary workers and intellectuals in many parts of our great
continent. It has been, in the words of one reader, “like a ray of
anlight piercing through the dark™.

“How can I get more copies ?”’ ask other readers. “How can
[send an article to your magazine ?”° This was difficult, because
we could not put any address on our first two issues. We have
overcome this difficulty by appointing a London agent for our
magazine to whom you can write. His address appears on the
mside back cover. :




Manifesto for Colonial Freedom

No political starement in recent historv has made so profoyy
impact on the whole world as that which emerged on December g 196,
from the Moscow taiks between representatives of 81 Communig %0
Workers' Parties, representing 36 million members. The document ung &q

di | - r E'l"
the facr thar : “"The world Communist movemen: has become the I

influential political force of our time”. Mosy
Of its 20,000 words a most siriking sectior: (reproduced below) g
devoted to the next sieps in_the struggle for national liberation. Afpjan s
the heart of this struggle. Every African freedom-fighter will dE‘rfpecu 3
inspiration and strength from a serious study of this scction — ang ;’”
morc when able to procure and read the whole document. e

National liberation revelutions have triumphed in vast areas of
world. About forty new sovereign states have arisen in Asia and Afg ¢
in the fifteen postwar years. The victory of the Cuban revolution }
powerfully stimulated the struggle of the Latin American peoples §
complete national independence. A new historical per'od has set iu?r
the life of mankind : the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin 'Am.eric:
that have won their freedom have begun to take an active pary ;
world politics. -

The complete collapse of colonialism is imminent. The breakdown of
the system of colonial slavery under the impact of the nationy)
liberation movement is a d:velopment ranking second in histor},

importance only to the formation of the worid socialist system,

The Great October Socialist Revolution aroused the East and

the colonial peoples into the common currcnt of the worldwide
revolutionary movement. This development was greatly facil'tated

the Soviet Union’s victory in the Second World War, the establishmepy
of people’s democracy in a number of European and Asian countri

the triumph of the socialist revolution in China, and the formation of
the world socialist system. The forces of world soc’alism contributed
decisively to the struggle of the colonial and dependent peoples for
liberation from imperialist oppression. The socialist svstem has become
a reliable shield for the independent national development of the
peoples who have won freedom. The national liberation movement

receives powerful support from the international working-class
movement.

The face of Asia has changed radically. The colonial order is
collapsing in Africa. A front of active struggle against imperialism has
opened in Latin America. Hundreds of millions of people in Asia, Afric
and other parts of the world have won their independence in hard-
fought battles with imperialism. Communists have alwavs recognised
the progressive, revolutionary signihcance of national liberation wars;
thev are the most active champions of national independence. The
existence of the world socialist system and the weaken'ng of the
positions of imperialism have provided the oppressed peoples with new
opportunities of winning independence.

The peoples of the colonial countries win their independence both
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armed struggle and by non-military methods, depending on the

grove " onditions 1n the country concerned. They secure durable victory
hic , powerful national liberation movement. The colonial powers
ll!f"“gggstc-w freedom on the colonial peoples and never leave of their

,ﬂrel;rﬁe will the countries they are exploiting.

ited States is the mainstay of colonialism today. The
.ts, headed by the U.S.A, make desperate efforts to preserve
exploitation of the peoples of the former colonies by new
col 4s and 1n NeW forms. The monopolies try to retain their hold on

ho rs of economic control and political influence 1n Asian, African
the lewﬁﬁ American countries. These efforts are aimed at preserving
d-Lansitic-ns in the economy of the countries which have gained
deif. POo1d at capturing new positions under the guise of economic
'ff?c,.mg}g,wing them into military blocs, implanting military dictator-
0+ nd setting up war bases there. The imperialists endeavour to
ships alate and undermine the national sovereignty of the newly-free
ﬂ"‘“frieg to misrepresent the principle of self-determination of actions,
ot ose new forms of colonial domination under the spurious. slogan
m;’.’“;tr-dependence". to put their puppets in power in these countries
of ﬂlljrihﬂ a section of the bourgeoisie. They resort to the poisonecd
snd n of national strife to undermine the young states that are not

strong enough. They make ample use of aggressive military blocs
ﬁ pilateral aggressive military alliances to achieve these ends. The
 serialists’ accomplices are the most reactionary sections of the local

aploiting classes. |
The urgent tasks of national rebirth facing the countries that have
gen off the colonial yoke cannot be effectively accomplished unless a
jetermined struggle is waged against imperialism and the remnants of
jendalism by all the patriotic forces of the nations united in a single
onal democratic front. The national democratic tasks on the basis
of which the progressive forces of the nation can and do unite in the
guntries which have won their freedom, are : the consolidation of
itical independence, the carrying out of agrarian reforms in the
nterest of the peasantry, elimination of the survivals of feudalism, the
mrooting of imperialist economic domination, the restriction of foreign
ponopolies and their expulsion from the national economy, the creation
and development of a _nattpnai industry, improvement of the living
dandard, the democratisation of social life, the pursuance of an
ndependent and peaceful foreign policy, and the development af
wonomic and cultural co-operation with the socialist and other
friendly countries.

The working class, which has played an outstanding role in the
fght for national liberation, demands the complete and consistent
wcomplishment of the tasks of the national, anti-imperialist, democratic
evolution, and resists reactionary attempts to check social progress.

The solution of the peasant problem, which directly affects the
mterests of the wvast majority of the population, is of the utmost
mportance to these countries. Without radical agrarian reforms it is
mpossible to solve the food problem and sweep awav the remnants
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of medizvalism which fetter the development of the productive ¢

in agriculture and industry. The creation and extens'on on g demg Otree,
basis of the state sector in the national economy, particmarfmﬁt
industry —a sector independent from foreign monopolies and grpq4’ in
becoming a determining factor in the country’'s economy —ig of Ually
importance in these countries. Breqt

The alliance of the working class and the peasantry is the
important force in winning and defending national indﬁpendmu'“
accomplishing far-reaching democratic transformations and enssqtt‘
social progress. This alliance forms the basis of a broad nati““[{
front. The extent to which the national bourgeoisie participates
liberation struggle also depends to no small degree upon its Strep he
and stability. A big role can be plaved bv the national patriotic fmgth
by all elements of the nation prepared to fight for national independ;“-
against imperialism. e,

In present conditions, the national bourgoisie of the coloniy]
dependent countries unconnected with imperialist circles, is Dbjﬂtﬁ:t{
interested in the accomplishment of the principal tasks of ani-:’r
imperialist, anti-feudal revolution, and therefore can participate ip thl‘
revolutionary struggle against imperialism and feudalism. In that SEHE
it is progressive. But it 1s unstable; though progressive, it is inclingdﬁ
compromise with imperialism and feudalism. Owing to its dual nagy,
the extent to which the national bourgeoisie participates in revﬁluti.:;{
differs from country to country. This depends on concrete conditiop
on changes in the relationship of class forces, on the sharpness of the
contradictions between imperialism, feudalism and the people, ang p
the contradictions between 1mperialism, feudalism and the nationy|
hourgeoisie.

After winning political independence the people seek solutions to
the social problems raised by life and to the problems of reinfnrcing
national independence. Different classes and parties offer differey
solutions. Which course of development to choose is the internal affy;
of the peoples themselves. As social contradictions grow the natigpy
bourgeoisie inclines more and more to compromising with domest,
reaction and imperialism. The people, however, begin to see that i,
best wav to abolish age-long backwardness and improve their living
standard is that of non-capitalist development. Only thus can the
peoples free themselves from exploitation, poverty and hunger. The
working class and the broad peasant masses will play the leading par
in solving this basic social problem.

In the present situation, favourable domestic and internationa
conditions arise in many countries for the establishment of g
independent national democracy, that is, a state which consistently
upholds 1its political and economic independence, fights against
imperialism and its military blocs, against military bases on ifs
territory; a state which fights against the new forms of colonialism
and the penetration of imperialist capital; a state which rejects
dictatorial and despotic methods of government; .a state in which the
people are ensurcd broad democratic righis and freedom (freedom of
speech, press, assembly, demonstrations, establishment of political
parties and social organisations), the opportunity to work for the
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ot of an agrarian reform and other democratic and social

e L ] . . .
pﬂt’gs and for participation in shaping government policy. The
fl”ﬂgti on and consolidation of national democracies enables the

iries concerned to make rapid social progress and play an active

0 the peqpl_r:—:ﬁ struggle for peace, against the aggressive policies
"ﬂthe imperialist camp, for the complete abolition of colonial

1l.

ﬂ?fffﬂm Communist Parties are working actively for a consistent

Jetion of the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal, democratic revolution,
o‘-‘“PE establishment of nat'onal democracies, for a radical improvement
ol 1e living standard of the people. They support those actions of
. ] governments leading to the consolidation of the gains achieved
¥ undgrmimng_the imperialists’ positions. At the same time they
i"jl}, oppose anh—dm:nm:ratlc, anti-popular acts and those measures of
ﬁmru]jng circles which endanger national independence. Communists
e . attempts by the reactionary section of the bourgeoisie to
ﬂ.‘fﬁnt its selfish, narrow class interests as those of the entire
®" They expose the demagogic use by bourgeois politicians of
Bl it slogans for the same purpose. They work for a genuine
’wﬂc;atisatmn of social life and rally all the progressive forces to

what despotic regimes or to curb tendencies towards setting up

ﬂ[ regiﬂ:.l'ES. - U . .
The aims of the communists accord with the supreme interests of

e nation. The rﬂaﬁtioqaries’ effort to break up the national front
gder the slogan of “anti-communism” and isolate the communists, the
ost contingent of the liberation movement, weakens the national
ement. It is contrary to the national interests of the people and
greatens the loss of national gains.

The socialist countries are true and sincere friends of the peoples
hting for liberation and of those who have thrown off the imperialist
. While rejecting on principle any interference in the internal
s of young national states, they consider it their internationalist
to help the peoples in strengthening their independence. They
ylp and support these countries generously in achieving progress,
gaating 2 national industry, developing and consolidating the national
gnomy and training national personnel. They co-operate with them
g the struggle for world peace and against imperialist aggression.

The class-conscious workers of the colonial powers, who realised
jat “no nation can be free if it oppresses other nations”, fought
onsistently for the self-determination of the nations oppressed by the
mperialists. Now that these nations are taking the path of national
adependence, it is the internationalist. duty of the workers and all
emocratic forces in the industrially developed capitalist countries to
wist them vigorously in their struggle against the imperialists. It is
beir duty to assist them in their struggle for national independence
ud its consolidation, and in effectively solving the problems of their
wnomic and - cultural rebirth. In so doing, the workers defend the
terests of the people of their own countries. '

The entire course of the world history of recent decades shows the
xed for the complete and final abolition of the colonial system in all
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its forms and manifestations. All the peoples still languigh;
colonial bondage must be given everv support in winning their n?g In
independence. All forms of colonial oppression must be abnlishg,f
abolit'on of colonialism will also be of great importance i ]:ht
international tension and consolidating universal peace. This mﬂas!ng
expresses solidarity with all the peoples of Asia, Africa, Latin Ay,
and Ocecania who are carrying on a heroic struggle against impgri;:
The meeting hails the peoples of the young states of Africa whq h
achieved political independence —an important step towards cop ]a“
emancipation. The meeting extends heartfelt greetings and suppﬁaet‘ﬁ
the heroic Algerian people fighting for freedom and national indep to
dence, and demands an immediate cessation of the aggressive Ny
against Algeria. It indignantly condemns the inhuman system of m"‘-‘p:
persecution and tyranny in the Union of South Africa (apartheid) :la!
urges democrats throughout the world actively to support the Denp]nd
of South Africa in their struggle for freedom and equality, -
meeting demands non-interference in the sovereign rights of the peqp :
of Cuba, the Congo and all the other countries that have won *he?}
freedom.

All the socialist countries and the international working-class an
communist movement recognise their duty to render the fullest mq
and material assistance to the peoples fighting to free themselyes from
imperialist and colonial tvranny.

Ticg
hslrL

The United Nations—
Hlusions and Reality

By Toussaint

‘Twelve days after the formal proclamation of the independence
of the Republic of the Congo, Premier Lumumba and President
Kasavubu made a joint call to the United Nations for the urgent
dispatch of military assistance, in order ‘“‘to protect the national
territory of the Congo” against Belgian aggression. It is neither
desirable nor possible now to evaluate that action. The battle for
the independence of the Congo is still at crisis heat, and the actions
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¢ United Nations n the area are still the focus of a battle
g‘f de the council chambers of the organisation itsell. In calmer
I?f‘lﬂs_ it will be possible for historians to evaluate and judge the
?mleﬁgctﬁ of that call for UN intervention, its merits and its
mlsﬁ]uenccs. What 1s now necessary 1s that the character of the
aj::] iself be analysed and understood in the light of the experience
E]fm,g Congo, so that the understanding may be put t0 good use
o all the peoples of Africa in their continuing struggies for

b

ge ndence and equality amongst the nations. |

Clearlv UN General Assembly decisions and UN executive
ncy actions do not always coincide. On July i4fzh3 tWo da}r_s
15[,31- the joint Congolese leaders’ appeal, the UN Security Council
::ﬂhﬂrised its Secretary General :

«“To take the necessary steps, in consultation with the
Government of the Republic of the Congo, to provide the
Governmenit with such military assistance as may be
necessary, until, through the efforts of the Congolese Govern-
ment with the technical assistance of the UN, the national
security jorces may be able, in the opinion of the Government
to meet fully their tasks”. (My emphasis. T.)

ishould not be necessary to emphasize how heavily the decision
cweighted to make UN assistance an auxiliary to the legitimate
semment. But the reality is different. The UN forces in the
imeo have from the start, operated under separate command as
gindependent authority, as a rival to the legitimate government,
iding matters of military and political strategy without
msultation with the government and often against its wishes. Of
iis there is too much evidence to permit of doubt.

Seven weeks after the Security Council resolution, America’s
x. Ralph Bunche, UN Under-Secretary for Special Political
\fairs, unilaterally recommended that UN forces shouid not enter
i Katanga Province, thus recommending virtual de facto recog-
iion of the break-away Tshombe administration’s claim to
gonomy of Katanga, against the clearly stated policy of the
miral government. A new Security Council resolution on the
miter was needed to override his recommendation. Before this
me, the UN Secretary General had been in consultation with
siombe, while refusing practical consultations with the legitimate
wernment. On July 26th, fourteen days after the Security Council
solution, Deputy Premier Gizenga reported to his government
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that UN troops were disarming Congoiese national troopg b
allowing Belgian troops to keep their arms. u

By August 12th. Secretary General Hammarskjold
bluntly contradict the original Security Council resolution, A
state : ‘““The United Nations facilities cannot be used, for exﬂmp?d
to transport civilian or military representatives, under the authgﬁf ’
of the central government, to Katanga against the decision of thy
Katanga provincial government . . .”’In a reply of bitter Prﬂtes,e
Premier Lumumba demanded that the UN honour its resnluti{}:;
by instructing UN forces to hand over control of al| Congy
airfields to units of the Congolese National Army or police; |
making UN military aircraft available to the government for g,
transport of Congolese troops; by disarming thmse_ elements j,
Katanga who had been armed by the Belgian authorities after ¢,
Declaration of Independence, and placing their arms at the dispogy
of the government. On the following day, Premier Lumump,
stated bluntly : ““The government of the people of the Congo hay,
lost their confidence in the Secretary General of the Unitgg

Nations’’.

The complaint was well founded. As the senior executiye
officer of UN, the Secretary General is responsible for the UN
actions. The UN force in the Congo has nor provided the
government with such assistance as the government deemeg
necessary; it has not enabled the national security forces to megt
their task fully. It has in fact presided over the dismemberment of
the centralised Congolese state, and acted as midwife of i
fragmentation into a series of puppet states. It has lent i
benevolent indifference to the destruction of par}iammtary
government, and to the usurpation of power by a military dictator,
As a direct consequence, the main national contingents serving
under the UN Command in the Congo have been withdrawn by
their own governments, which voted for the original Security
Council resolution, but are no longer willing to accept or
countenance the deeds of the UN executive agencies in the Congo,

EXECUTIVE AND LEGISLATURE

The problem of the relationship between legislature and
executive in the modern state is not new. In Europe, for example,
the socialist and labour parties have repeatedly been faced with—
and generally have failed to solve — the dilemma. How does a

E{}u]d
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. Tist covernment wit_h a Parliamentary majoritv introduce
w‘iﬁﬁi puiicy, whﬂ; relying heavily on an adminstrative apparatus
by the capitalist class to suil its own needs and interests,

gg;ii q from the ranks of their political supporters, raised in their

gy

idﬂmfépmpriatinn and billeting of houses takes place by order
even of the present state™, writes Lenin (State and Revolu-
jon) in & comment on this guestion. “‘“From the formal point
of view. the preletarian state will also ‘order” the occupation
of houses and the expropriation of buildings. But it is clear
that the old executive apparatus, the bureaucracy, which is
connected with the bourgeoisie, would simply be unfit to
carrv out the orders of the proletarian state’.

The conclusions v}*h;ch Lenin drew have not, unfortunately. been

gawn bY the iﬂ{:iﬂllﬁ{ parties of the West, who have accordingly

gempted t0 take over” the old civil service of the capitalist

class, and have found themselyes often the prisoners, not the

masterss of their executive agencies.

An even more pointed experience has been undergone by
gveral governments of national liberation in former colonial
countries- which have attempted to leave the old civil-service of
pperialism ntact, and to make themselves master of it. In a
cent example of this kind, Premier Mossadeq in lran “took
wer the strongest branch of the imperialist executive, the army
high command, and attempted to use it as an effective instrument
f Iranian national government. At the critical moment of Iran’s
quegle with foreign oil imperialism, the army high command
oved itself faithful not to the government but to imperialism, and
ent its weight to imperialism in overthrowing the Mossadeg
gwemmem_and nullifying the oil nationalisation plan. It is this
axperience, not racialism, which inspires many newly liberated
African states to embark on a systematic programme of
“Africanisation” of their civil service, which remain the willing
weomplice and servant of the imperialists who built it unul this
mocess of Africanisation has been carried through.

In the UN, the problem arises differently. The division in this
world forum is not the simple class division which is encountered
in state parliaments. In UN, the division of interests appears in
the first place as divisions between groupings of states. But even
here, the division is not so much on geographical lines, as on
wlitical lines, reflecting the different class structures of the states,
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and the different class character of their rulers. Whijle
General Assembly then reflects the relations of power bety ° UN
various class and political groupings of states, its Exﬁcutiyeegn the
nevertheless present the same problem as that presented hl‘gang
civil service of a single country. Y the
At the recent session of the UN, Mr. Khruschov highy; h
the problem with his demand for a revision of the positiop ngf o
Secretary General, who 1s the UN’s senior executive officia).
“It 1s necessary” he said, “that the executive acency of UN
should reflect the actual situation now existing in the world
The UN includes member states of the military blocs of the
Western powers. Socialist states and neutralist countrjeg
We consider it wise and fair that UN’s executive apen.
should appear not as one person — the Secretary Genemeng
but should consist of three persons . . . representatives of the
states belonging to the three basic groupings”.
Rounding off a strong attack on the UN Secretary Genergp,
deviation from his instructions in regard to policy in the Congo
Mr. Khruschov declared that such a three-man secretariat woylg
provide the “pre-requisite for the correct carrying out of decisjgpg
taken”. He concluded that it would also “provide a definjt
guarantee against the activity of the UN executive agency being
detrimental to one of these groups of states™.

FORUM OR PARLIAMENT

In some circles there is a tendency to think of UN as a “worlq
parliament”, or as some type of supra-national state. Clearly thjs
is not Mr. Khruschov’s view.

“The existence of the United Nations” Mr. Khruschov told
the General Assembly, ‘““‘would become meaningless if it became -
a one-sided organisation, declining to the position of lackey to one
military bloc or another”. In this is expressed the view that UN
is not a ‘world parliament’ or a supra-national state, but a forum,
in which the international disputes and rivalries between nations
or groups of nations can be reconciled and resolved in .

Despite UN, rivalries and differences of policy reflecting
differing class interests continue to exist in world affairs. UN
cannot fail to reflect these rivalries. It i1s necessary, however, that
the position both in the UN “legislative’ bodies and in its
executive organs correspond to the real power relations of the
world outside; for if it does not, it can only mean that UN is
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ming the tool of one power bloc aginst the others. That this

Pwie situation developing with the Secretary-General's post is

W ecominz clear. But the same position exists throughout the
"{Iq officialdom and its specialised agencies, and aiso within the
]législﬂljyf; organs of UN itself. The case of the Security Council is

ing.

ﬂlUS[Tgi:igrst;urity Council i1s the UN’s most important permanent
an; it bears the *main responsibility for the maintenance of
Orgr]d peace. Since it is clear that world peace cannot be maintained
WEEI'E. one of the major military powers is determined otherwise,
N Charter provides that the five permanent members of the
S:;uritjf Council must be unanimous on all major decisions. At
the time this provision was written into Fh{? Charter, the ‘Big Five’

o the U.S.A., US.S.R., Britain, China and France.

Today. largely through consistent Anglo-American insistence,
China is DOt represented, its place being taken by the small — and
ternationally insignificant — Chiang Kai Shek regime of Taiwan.
The purpose of the exclusion of China is apparent. Taiwan is a
willing lackey of the U.S.A. Its continuation as a permanent
member of the Security Council, with the right of veto, goes a
long Way towards turning _the Security Council itself into a lackey
of the Anglo-American military bloc.

The same purpose is evident in the election of the non-per-
manent members of the Security Council. Here, by ‘gentleman’s
agreement’ reached in 1946, non-permanent seats were to be
Jllocated on a geographic basis — two to Latin America, and one
each to Western Europe, Eastern Europe, the Middle East and
the British Commonwealth. The agreement has been generally
maintained except in the case of Eastern Europe — again be it
poted, the one area thus allocated which is not firmlv within the
orbit of the Anglo-American military bloc. Thus, until the election
of Poland in 1960, Eastern Europe has been unrepresented since
1949. Yugoslavia, conducting a running battle with the over-
whelmingly socialist Eastern Europe has held the seat for three
years, Greece for two. Turkey (!) — which in other years held the
Middle East seat, aiso held the ‘East European’ seat for two years,
as did Japan, and as did the Philippines for one year.

wer

THE WORLD BALANCE
It should be noted here that the division of seats, even if the
‘sentleman’s agreement’ were adhered to, would not reflect
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accurately the composition of the UN membership today, Sing
1946, the sweep of colonial liberation has transformed Africy ande
Asia. Thirteen new African states have been admitted to UN ;
1960 alone, bringing the number of African members to 22 gy {:11?
a total of 98. Yet Africa and Asia remain virtually unrepresenteg
save for Taiwan, those areas of Africa which fall into the ‘Miqq,
East’, and those member states of the British Cﬂmmonweahh
Perhaps at the time of its formation UN correctly refiected tp,
balance of power and influence amongst its 52 members. It p,
longer does so today. The socialist camp has grown in nump
and in military and political and economic importance. The forme,
colonial countries have, in large number, achieved nationhood apg
independence. And the camp of imperialism has, accordingly
shrunk and declined. But UN composition has ossified. It is thjg
fact that gave rise to Mr. Kwame Nkrumah’s demand at the recepy
General Assembly session for a permanent seat on the Secur
Counci! to be allocated to Africa, and to the Nigerian represep.
ative’s demand for “‘effective representation” of Africa on the
Council.

In the next most important permanent organ of UN, the
Trusteeship Council, the position is much the same. Here too the
camp of western imperialism hangs on grimly, refusing to bring
the composition of the Council into line with the real world balance
of power. The Council — theoretically consists of the Big Five, of
those powers administering trust territories, and of sufficient electeg
members {0 equalise the numbers of the administering and the
non-administering states. In fact, the numbers of those ‘administer.
ing’ has been swollen by both France and Italy — both members
of the NATO military alliance — who once administered trug
territories but no longer do so. Here again, China is absent and
Taiwan present. And amongst the elected members there is only
one African state, the United Arab Republic, and two Asian states,
India and Burma. These facts serve to explain Mr. Khruschov’s
criticism of the Trusteeship Council at UN.

“The present trusteeship system . . . was, according to the
United Nations Charter, to promote the development of the
trust territories towards self-government and independence.
Fifteen years have passed however, since the Charter was
adopted. but only four trust territories out of eleven hawve
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ed independence. To this date (23.9.60) no definite
ies have been established for the granting of independence
da li]e; trust territories, including the biggest of such terri-
mries..-Tanganyika, Ruanda-Urundi and New Guinea . . .
mhﬂ trusteeship powers in fact maintain a colonial regime,
uthlessly exploiting the population. plundering their natural
cQUICES - - - Nowhere has the trusteeship svstem justified

?EE]{_ and it must be buried together with the entire colonial
L{rqtelli—-which has outlived itself”.

” position of the UN’s financial agencies is even worse,
ing the total American domination of world finance in the
JJiate post-war period, before the socialist countries had

o od the ravages of war. The parent body. the International
Itlﬁ'rfm Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) has 68 member
ponk put is fully controlled by U.S. capital. Voting rights are
ﬂ.ﬂﬂsﬁ,’, proportional to the capital subscribed. The International
¥ © Fund is similarly patterned, and equally U.S. controlled.
Hm]mernational Finance Corporation (IFC), formed in 1956 to
ﬂﬁmme the export of private capital to ‘under-developed’
o {ries. and to develop private enterprise on an international

i directed by IBRD,_ and the two bodies have a common

stive. The latest comer m the field, the International Develop-
gent Association (IDA) was formed in 1959, with the aim of
ding financial assistance to under-developed countries on
more favourable than those of IBRD and its associates. 1ts
formation reveals the fact that all three of the financial
ies had proved unsatisfactory and unacceptable to the
pder-developed” states. Only members of IBRD may be members
of the International Development Association. Its organisational
qructure 18 much the same as that of the IBRD, and voting ;ights
¢l be directly proportional to capital subscribed. Of the initial
1,000 million capital, $320.3 million will be taken up by the

US.A.

NS "CIVIL SERVICE"

The same heavy weighting in favour of the imperialist military
bocs is runs through the whole of the UN permanent staff. A
ecent study by a Soviet periodical, Political Affairs, leads to the
onclusion that ““the overwhelming majority of (UN) employees are
dizens of the U.S.A. or of states allied to it in aggressive blocs™.
It should be noted in this regard that the majority of UN

attaiﬂ
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emplovees on an executive level are appointed for ap indefy:

period; 83.4% of the specialist employees are thus qp Jute
contracts’’. As a result, says Political Affairs, . .. the ch
the intake of fresh, new recruits is narrowed, and the §
becomes a sort of caste, to which admittance is, to all jnt
purposes closed”. Thus more than half the officials qp
Secretariat are drawn from the fourteen member states of NA the
Of the Secretariat officials, 356 are citizens of the U.S.A 13) o
Britain, 90 of France, 52 of Taiwan and only 34 of the U.SSROf
Of the leading group of officials, who hold ranks of deputy to -
Secretary General and similar high-ranking posts, seventeen nutlh‘
twenty-eight are from countries of the Western bloc, one frop th
U.S.S:R. Of the 1620 staff members in UN’s specialised acengio
only 63 (ie. 4%) are Soviet citizens, though the USSp
contributes 16% of UN’s budget. o

No figures are available on the numbers of such Personng
drawn from former colonial territories. from Africa or from Agj,
Their numbers must be minute. Here too the division
responsibility for executive decision clearly fails to reflect the ey
world situation, but reflects instead the heavy predominance of th,
Anglo-American imperialist bloc, which was the main feature ¢
the immediate post-war world situation, but is no longer its maj,
feature today. It is only in the light of these facts that the to
picture of UN action in world affairs becomes comprehensible
UN is not, as some idealists would picture it, a kind of worl
Parliament, where considerations of national and class self-intereg
are mysteriously abolished, and where the pursuit of ‘pure reasop
and ‘progress’ are the only motivating factors. It is rather a forup
at which, and through which, international rivalries show then.
selves on a new plane.

€ntg &1:;

KOREA, EGYPT. CONGO

The nature of the shift in the world forces represented at UNQ
are clearly revealed by its role and actions in the ithree major
military incidents in which it has participated — Korea. Egypt and
the Congo. In Korea, the earliest of the three, UN action took
place at a time when the newer socialist countries were not yet at
a high level of military and economic achievement, when the world
peace movement was not yet at the full peak of its strength, whe
the colonial revolutions had not vet swept victorious over Afric
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| Asia. Acqgrdingly, in Korea, UN action served as a shield for
g€ nt American aggression, in a twin-edged effort to test out
plat weapons and to prepare a springboard for attack on the
0% L camp. Though the decision to launch American inter-
von under the UN colours reflected in part the American
vﬁf]‘ﬂ ination of the organisation, it did not however reflect accurately
do eal balance of military power in the world — for China was
., as Now, outside the United Nations; nor did it reflect
thep y the balance of political power even in UN itself — for
e security Council agreement to American intervention was made
ible by an ‘“‘accidental” factor, the absence of the Soviet.
ng;gaw from the vital debate, as a protest against the exclusion
of China. As a result, the UN action ended in disaster for the
ican dominated bloc, in military stalemate and finally in
anwilling armistice. ' |
By the time of the Anglo-French invasion of Egypt, the world
cc movement had grown in strength; the Soviet Union had
vered from the ravages of World War II; the peoples of Asia
bad largely :_:ﬂmpleted their struggles for national independence, and
erged as a power on the world scene. These facts changed both
qie character of the world scene, and the character of the UN
General Assembly. But in addition, a further factor came into
play, the rivalry between America herself and her Anglo-French
Jlies for dominance and  prestige in the colonial world, and
especially 1n Africa. Here UN neither backed imperialist aggression,
qor stood aloofly ‘above the struggle’. The overwhelming alliance |
of world force against the Anglo-French imperial grab made UN
an effective instrument for peace — though not without strong
giticism from both Egypt and the U.S.S.R. (who refused to pay
s share of the UN costs incurred in clearing the Suez Canal,
isisting that this nbllgat__ian fell on the shoulders of the aggressors |

alone). =

The Congo situation needs no further description. Here the
decisions of the General Assembly and the Security Council
acurately reflect world opinion; the executive agencies nevertheless

ue other policies, policies favouring the national interests of
the U.S.A. and the imperialist bloc generally, and the UN itself
ils to call them to book. This failure has been a bitter awakening
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to many people in Africa, who have come to think of the ‘Afyi
bloc’ as a force which already radically transforms the wf'“
scene, and makes of UN a lofty, god-like expression of interngag; rld
conscience working undeviatingly for peace. ong|

THE AFRICAN BLOC

Independent Africa is united in 1its desire for Natiop
independence, but not in its relations to international problemg a
even on the key questions for Africa’s future which come befu;
the United Nations. Let us look first at Africa’s record on g
main question of the UN’s future, the admission of Peoples’ ChinE
to UN and to one of the Big Five seats on the Security Cguﬂcﬂa
In 1958, a resolution sponsored by India, Afghanistan, Burm,
Ceylon, Indonesia, Nepal and the United Arab Republic — g,
‘Afro-Asian’ bloc —to consider China’s admission was defe
by 44 votes to 28. Liberia voted with the Union of South Afrig,
against. Ethiopia, Libya and Tunisia abstained. Only Ghap,
Guinea, the U.A.R., Sudan and Morocco voted for. In 1960, ,
similar vote was also defeated by 42 votes to 34. Again Liber,
voted against. Ethiopia, a former abstainer, voted for. Of the pey
African states, Mali, Senegal and Nigeria voted for. But twelys

African states —the vital twelve votes which could have turneg
the tide — abstained.

An even more revealing division was on the question gf
whether Kasavubu should be seated as representative of the
Republic of the Congo. At the time of the vote, Kasavubu hyg
clearly aligned himself with the self-appointed military dictato
Mobutu; the elected Premier, Patrice Lumumba was under virtug|
arrest, and Parliament had been declared ‘dissolved’ by Mobuty
Kasavubu was finally seated in UN 50 votes to 32, with fourteeq
abstentions. Two of the abstentions were Libya. and Tunisia:
Nigeria absented itself, and thus avoided committing itself. Ghang,
Guinea, Mali and the U.A.R. voted against seating Kasavubu. A
the African members of the ‘French Community’ voted for.

Thus Africa — liberated Africa — divides on questions of vital
policy. The divisions are carried further outside the UN debating
chambers. At Abidjan in October, the 12 French Community states
met and decided to back Kasavubu at UN; they decided further to
seek “‘a cease fire (in Algeria) on terms that respect the personality
of the Algerian resistance movement’”’. This is a long way from
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ition of the demands of the Algerian people themselves for
moOE“h of self-determination. At the other end of the scale comes
e 1€” " Nkrumah’s call for the formation of an African military
to operate under the United Nations, and thus to
ent the UN forces becoming an instrument of imperialist
N against African liberation as they have in the Congo. To
, 'EFS his plan, he has called Liberia, Guinea, Morocco, Tunisia,
dis"> 1o U.A.R., Ethiopia, Sudan and Mali; but none of the

%gzil Community states have been invited.

JVISION AND UNITY
Th

e divisions in Africa, like the divisions elsewhere, have a

jass basis. NOL all African states have advanced the same distance
cﬂnﬂ the road to economic independence; not all have, to the same
ﬂgﬂﬁt, shaken off the political and economic influences of
; pnialism. Those who have travelled furthest challenge
Fuf]periaiism in the international field directly. Others compromise
Jith it, ot support it. Thus the former French colony of Guinea
+hich fought for its independence and won it in the face of bitter
French opposition, stands uncompromisingly against imperialism,
for peace and the right of nations to self determination. The other
French colonies, whose independence comes by an arrangement
sith French imperialism which leaves strong neo-colonialist
nfluences and interests behind, stand at the other end of the scale,
qupporting the aims of imperialism inside and outside of UN.
This is naturally also a shifting phenomenon. The struggle for
«eal economic liberation from imperialism is not completed, even
nn the independent states of Africa. It is still in its infancy in
many areas. Each new victory recorded in that struggle will serve
o strenaothen the sohid front of anti-imperialism in Africa, and thus
io enable Africa finally to emerge as a bloc, united in policy and
oautlook on all major international questions.

Nor is the alignment of power in UN permanent. Every shift
in the struggle for national independence in the world, every move
towards socialism serves to strengthen the forces of world peace
against the imperialist military bloc, and thus to make UN conform
more closely to the ideals which are set down in the Charter. But
aready the shift 1n world balance of power since UN’s formation
i such as to make radical revision of many aspects of the UN
Charter necessary and urgent, if UN is to fulfil its role as a forum
for the world settlement of international disputes through peace.
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South West Africa:
Test Case for UNO and Africg

By B. Radebe

South West Africa, like the Congo, is a test case op the
African continent for the United Nations.

The story of South West is of a tortured people helg in
subjection by the South African police state of terror
apartheid; of a former mandate of the League of Nationsg that
should today, under the United Nations Trusteeship system, be on
the threshold to full independence, but instead was stolen by the
Union of South Africa, and forcibly incorporated in defiance of g)
international rule and 14 years’ successive condemnation by the
world body.

THE PEOPLES AND HISTORY OF SOUTH WEST

The territory of South West Africa is about 320,000 square
miles in extent, or about three-quarters of the size of its expro.
priator, the Union of South Africa. |

Its peoples are White (about 70,000, mostly farmers); ang
Non-Whites. Among the Ilatter are the Bushmen, the oldeg
inhabitants, who live by hunting and fruit and root gathering, muc
as they did thousands of years ago and who today number perhapg
10,000: the 30,000 Namas or Hottenots; and the Bantu speaking
peoples. These comprise the Hereros (about 30,000 today); the
Damaras (also about 30,000) the Ovambos (about 200,000) and the
Okavangos (about 30,000). Finally there are in South West the
Rehebothers, a community of mixed origin, partly White, partly
African, partly Nama, who number about 10,000 in all.

Littie is known of the early history of the peoples of South
West. There were occasional conflicts between the various tribes,
but these are exceptions to the general picture, which is one of
prosperous communities with plenty of land and large herds of
cattle. The British Commissioner in South Africa, Palgrave, wrot
to his government in 1876 : ‘It is impossible to estimate the
Damaras’ (Hererors’) wealth although there is evidence enough to
indicate that it is considerable. The poorest families 1n a tribe
possess something, three or four cows, a few oxen, 20 or 30 sheep”.
Palgrave mentioned that one under-chief possessed over 10,000
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of cattle, while the Herero chief Kambazeni was reported to
p ossessed 25,000 head of cattle at the time of his death in
pr ]?When the territory was annexed bv Germany in 1890, *‘the
3‘ﬂ people must have possessed well over 150,000 head of
sﬂtﬂaﬂ.;, the end of the German occupation of South West, the

ereros had lost all their land and cattle, and their own
qumbers had been reduced from 80,000 to 15,000.

D cOLONISERS
The first White man to come to South West Africa was Diego

g, who made a landing at Cape Cross in 1486 and set up a cross
(™ But for nearly 300 years thereafter the South West African
S;ﬁ remained off the beaten track until in the 19th century ships

1 to put into Walvis Bay regularly to obtain fresh meat from
js Namas. During the 18th and 19th centuries, more and more
hite MEN began to visit the territory — hunters, explorers. traders

missionaries. Mission and trading stations were set up, and
g Jually little pockets of white settlement began to grow.

o The Whites began to agitate for ““protection” against the

cks who surrounded them in overwhelming numbers. The Cape
prliament passed a resolution in favour of the extension of the
pundaries of the Cape to include Walvis Bay and as much of the
glerior as necessary, anc Palgrave was sent to conclude treaties
yith number of trll_m.e_:s as a preliminary to the annexation of their
gritory. But the British Government were reluctant to undertake
gy new commitments, and in 1878 were only prepared to take
pmal possession of Walvis Bay and a surrounding area of some
i) miles. The rest remained no-man’s-land.

It was the Germans following in the wake of their traders and
Rhenish missionaries, who stepped into the breach. Thev annexed
wuth West Africa, outside of the British enclave of Walvis Bay,
pterms of the Berlin Conference settlement of 1885 which carved
pp the African continent among the imperialist powers of Europe.

With tYpiClIl imperialist hypocrisy, the Berlin Conference
wwers emphatically pledged themselves and placed on
ecord their recognition of the sacred duty:

Of preserving the aboriginal races of Africa; f

Of watching over their interest;

Of cultivating their moral and material advancement and

development”.

!
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CONQUEST and GENOCIDE

Twelve years later, a British Blue Book on ““The Native T
of South West Africa and their Treatment by Germany” reponh“
“the surviving Hereros did not possess an 0x, a heifer, or al‘led,
between them”. Calf

Ignoring the pledge they had taken at the Berlin confe
the Germans set about subjugating the indigenous tribes of S,
West Africa. They started by storming the stronghold of the N, th
leader, Hendrik Witbooi, and though they succeeded in defeat!na
him, they were faced thereafter with a series of risings ﬂmnnmg
the other tribes, leading to protracted guerilla warfare. In 19¢p lglft
Bondelswarts, a section of the Nama tribe, rebelled, fﬂllﬂwes
in 1903 by the Hereros, who provided the Germans with tp,
toughest opposition they had yet encountered in their Coloniy]
territories. ,

The war was fought with great savagery on both sides, But
the Herero chief, Samuel Maharero, at least issued an order “fq,
all my people that they shall not lay hands on the following,
namely, Englishmen, Boers, Bastards, Bergdamaras, Namas™, Apq
even the German Governor afterwards stated : “It seems to haye
been the definite intention of the Herero leaders to protect g
women and children”. The German commander General voq
Trotha was restrained by no such scruples and issued an order thyg
“every Herero with or without a rifle, with or without cattle, wij
be shot™. Scenes of indescribable carnage were witnessed as the
Herero nation were driven into the desert. A German soldier wrote
of one incident where a party of Hereros had been surroundeq:
“We led the men away to one side and shot them. The women ang
children, who looked pitiably starved, we hunted into the bush”,
Thousands died as the Hereros tried to cross the desert, hoping
for santuary in British Bechuanaland. Some, after terrible hardships,
succeeded, and to this day there is a section of the Herero people
living in Bechuanaland under their Paramount Chief Frederick
Maharero.

The scandal of the Herero war raised an outcry in Europe,
and German policy in South West Africa was drastically revised
by von Trotha’s successor, von Lindequist, who proclaimed 2
general amnesty. But the damage was done. The Herero
was broken. Of that once great nation, only 15,000 starving
fugitives remained. Their way of life was gone for ever and
were forced to seek a livelihood in the service of the White man,

FEnce_'
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The Germans never succeeded in pacifying South West Africa.
The Nama revoit continued sporadically, and unrest among the
ther tribes Was stimulated by an order prohibiting all the indi-
o ous people of South West Africa from owning cattle. The
ﬁ.clwlhmzlare of German rule was brought to an end by the outbreak
M. First World War, and by the Treaty of Versailles Germany

of the F'IX - :
s deprived of all her overseas possessions.

THE MANDATE
in terms of article 119 of the Treaty of Versailles, the Germans

ceded South West Africa to the Allies, who in turn entrusted the
erritory to the King of England, to be administered on his behalf
py the Government of the Union of South Africa as a Class C
Mandate. This settlement was approved by the Council of the
eague of Nations in 1920. Class C Mandates were to be
administered under the Mandatory as integral portions of its
erritory, subject to the principle that the well-being and develop-
ment of the indigenous peoples form a sacred trust of civilisation™.
article 2 of the Mandate for South West Africa added : “The
Mandatory shall promote to the utmost the material and moral
well-being and the social progress of the inhabitants of the Terri-
wory, subject to the present Mandate”. Article 3 prohibited the
Jave trade. Article 6 obliged the Mandatory to submit annual
reports to the League of Nations, “‘to the satistaction of the
Council, containing full information with regard to the territory™.
article 7 stated that *“‘the consent of the League of Nations is
required for any modifications of the ferms of the present Man-
date”’, and stipulated that any dispute over the Mandate should be
submitted to the Permanent Court of International Justice provided
for by Article 14 of the Covenant of the League of Nations.
Once again obligations towards the indigenous peoples of
South West Africa were solemnly undertaken by an imperialist
power which had no intentions of carrying them out. Far from
promoting “‘to the utmost” the material and moral well-being and
the social progress of the inhabitants of the territory™, the policies
which have been carried out in the territory by successive South
African Governments for the last 40 years have retarded th
development of the indigenous peoples. '
Right from the start, their land was taken away and the tribes
were confined to reservations on the Union pattern. The pattern
of apartheid in the political. social and economic spheres of the
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Union of South Africa, exists also in South West Africa: but the
gap between the living standards of Black and White jg g
ereater and the all-round development of the indigenous PeOpleg

1s even lower than in the Union.

LAND EOLDINGS

The right of free access to the land is fundamenta] tq the
development of any community under capitalism. In South West
Africa this right does not exist. In a memorandum to the Pripy,
Minister of the Union, Dr. D. F. Malan, on the occasion of his
visit to South West Africa in 1948, the tribes pointed out that “the
African people, whether in South West Africa or in the Uniop ¢f
South Africa, have no absolute land rights : rights, that is to say
which cannot be abrograted by a European Parliament at wijjp*

When the Union forces in the 1914-15 campaign against the
Germans sought the assistance of the African tribes, Lord Buxtop,
then -governor of the Cape, promised them that they would gg
their lands back if the Germans were defeated. This promise, toq
was not kept, and in its report to the General Assembly of the
United Nations in 1948 the Trusteeship Council expressed “itg
apprehension that . . . the Union Government has not seen fit g
restore the traditional land rights which were taken away from the
indigenous inhabitants under the German regime”.

Proclaimed African reserves in South West Africa tota]
18,630,597 hectares, to which may be added the 1,244,400 hectareg
of the Rehoboth Gebiet —a total of approximately 20 million
hectares. By contrast, the area of land available for White farming
totals almost 40 million hectares. Thus the 70,000-strong W hite
community have twice as much land at their disposal as the
400,000 Non-White — and the Whites have absolute tit'e to the
land, whereas the non-Whites do not. The consequences of this
policy of land theft have been that the tribes have been broken up
and the indigenous peoples forced to become the hewers of wood
and drawers of water for the privileged White community.

Not surprisingly, this land policy led to great unrest among
the indigenous peoples, and from time to time outbreaks of
violence have taken place. In 1922 the Bondelswarts uprising took
place as a result of a dispute over boundaries and a dog tax of £1
a dog. On the instructions of General Smuts, the rising was put
down by South African military planes dropping bombs on the
defenceless Bondelswarts from the air.
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This was 21 years before Mussolini outraged the world by
ine mustard gas on the Abyssinians. Truly the frightfulness
dﬁﬁfpe?iaiism knows no national barriers.
0
REPORT
U just how little the: Mandatory power has done to promote ‘‘to the
ost”” the material and moral well-being and the social progress
u;ﬂ:hﬂ inhabitants of the territory was brought out by the Report
af the U.N. 'Trusteeship Council covering its second and third
ﬂﬂgsiﬂﬂg in 1947 and 1948. The report, based on official information
s pmitted by the South African Government, noted that
s x the indigenous inhabitants have ne franchise, no
Jigibility to office and no representation in the governing
bodies OF administration of the territory:

x there is an expenditure of little more than 10 per cent.
of the budget on the indigenous inhabitants, who comprise
ﬂpprnximutely 85 per cent. of the population:; |

x the large number of criminal convictions reveals an
gpnormal situation: and the Council was of the opinion that
mntmctunl relations between emplover and labourer should
qot be subject to criminal penalties:

x educational facilities for the indigenous peoples were
popelessiy inadequate;

x land avdailable to the indigenous peoples was hopelessly
madequate;

x the splitting up of the tribes and their confinement to
reservations “is to be deplored in principle”.

pOVERTY AND IGNORANCE

It is in the sphere of education that the shoricomings of the
Mandatory power are most glaringly exposed. In 1955 there were
9934 white scholars in government schools in the Police Zone
(that is the portion of South West Africa where both whites and
Non-Whites live together — excluding the bigger reservations in
the north). Each White pupil cost the Administration £46. But
there were only 7,413 African scholars, each costing only £12. In
the Reserves there were a further 18,867 African scholars, but the
lvel of the education provided for them and the length of their
say in school can be estimated from the fact that they cost the
Administration only £1 8s. 5d. each.

‘There is not one high school in Windhoek for the population
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of some 18,000 Non-Whites, and only ome for Africans i, th
whole territory, at the Rhenish mission training school gt Uk:
handja which last year opened a matriculation class for the ﬁl‘s;
time.

It is estimated that the whole territory of South West Agy
has produced only one Non-VWhite doctor. and the total Hllmb?
of university trained Non-Whites can aimost be counted op thz
fingers of one hand. This is the “utmost” the Mandatory hag been
able to achieve in 40 years!

The facts of the economic life of the people are more difficy);
to come by, but reveal clearly that the Mandatory power hag
succeeded in promoting.to the utmost only the material and mory
well-being of the Whites, at the expense of all sections of the
Non-White population. ‘ .

x In 1955-56, out of a total Budget expenditure of £10,720,00¢
only £404,741 represented direct expenditure on Africans, inclyg.
ing education, ““‘Native Affairs”, public health and the Territorjy
Development and Reserve Fund.

x In 1950, the number of cattle and calves owned by Whites
totalled 1,293,304; the comparable figure for Africans was 315,695
The Whites had 3,616,935 sheep of all types, including Karaky
sheep and lambs, one of the greatest economic assets of the
territory; the Africans had only 78,541. The Whites had 855,58
goats and kids, the Africans 525,831. The Whites 18,280 pigs; the
Africans 1,587 pigs.

x Per capita income of White and Black residents in the
Police Zone in 1956 was £176 a year. Per capita income for those
living outside the Police Zone was only £8 10s. a year — and that
includes income from employment as well as subsistence income.
Since the bulk of the Whites live in the Police Zone, whereas it i
mainly Africans who live outside the Police Zone (apart from a
handful of White officials), this gives some indication of thé
startling gap between White and Black income levels in South
West Africa. .

The average income per head of population in South West
Africa is the - second highest of all the territories of Africa, the
highest being the Union. A bourgeois economist comments : ““The
overall averages are highest in those territories where the mineral
industry is well developed and where the European population is
large enough for the characteristically high European averages to
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significant effect on the national average’ .
vnrﬂli pjﬂin Janguage, Black labour is terribly exploited in South
frica, to the great benefit of the Whites of the territory, as

ﬁ‘ftas investors living abroad.

WORKING PEOPLE

“{Em 1956, the mining industry contributed £31 million to the
onal income of South West Africa, as compared with the
#1%00,000 of agriculture and fishing. Gross national income was
:163 million. The producers of this wealth, the contract labourers
il rk on the mines and farms, get only ls. 3d. a day, plus
nd accommodation — but what that ‘“‘accommodation™
ounts to can perhaps be judged by the remarks of the South
;,"]ﬁt Africa Native Labourers Commission (1945-48) :

«The main burden of complaint against bad housing conditions
directed at housing, or — more correctly stated — the absence
¥ ousing on farms . . . Unfortunately, there are still farmers

ose attitude towards native housing is that the natives in their
gural state are accustomed to living under a bush, and that
wmrdiﬂglb’ they are not entitled to anything better from their

cmpl{])?ﬂl'ﬂﬂ . -

BAD CONDITIONS :

On the mines the notorious compound system obtains.

The bulk of the labourers on the mines and farms are
wruited from Ovamboland by the South West Africa Native
isbour Asscciation. A statement issued by Mr. Sam Nujoma,
mesident of the Ovamboland People’s Organisation, in December
1459 declared that “when recruited the contracted Ovambos are not
ree to choose the employer for whom they are going to work and
ke type of work they are going to do. They do not even know the
wges they are going to get.

“As soon as they arrive at Grootfontein they are placed in a
amp and are sold to white employers like animals. Those who are
wund for the south are transported in dark cattle trucks. They
ire Is{upplia:i with one shirt, one pair of khaki shorts and one
blanket . . .

- “SWANLA exploits the contracted Ovambos in an inhuman
wy. It does not always provide transport so as to enable the people
o reach their destination. Some Ovambos have to walk long
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distances to their emplovers. Some of them
periods for their employers to fetch them.

“They are usually half starved, their ration being ¢q
per day. They are not supplied with tea or cofiee. At many m?fead
stations there are no waiting rooms and the contracted Dvamwa?
have to sleep in the open air even when it is raining or j,
weather. This imhuman treatment must be terminated Withbad
delay”. out
HIGH PROFITS

In the post-war period, the striking profit returng Mag
possible by Southern Africa’s apartheid set-up-have attracteq ¢
deal of American investment. The Newmont Mining Corpory; a
and the American Metal Co. in 1945 jointly acquired 57 pey cennz
control of the O'Okiep Copper Co. in South Africa. In 1947 ¢,
took over the lead, zinc, copper mining complex at Tsumeb%
South West Africa, which the Germans before them had stolep
from the Hereros (Newmont 56.3 per cent., American meta] 199
per cent.). Several thousand Africans work for a pittance in g,
Tsumeb mines, which returned & million dollars net €arnings i
the first three years of operation — 1 million dollars in excess of
the initial capital outlay. In the four years 1952-55 the net prof
(after tax) of O’Okiep and Tsumeb together amounted to 74
million dollars; 26.4 million dollars of this went to Newmont j
dividend payments and 14.5 million dollars to American Meta],

Bethelehem Steel in 1954 completed a two-year mineral survey
in the Kaokoveld, South West Africa, and was reported to haye
found immense iron ore deposits which, however, require hundregs
of miles of railway construction before they can become a profi.
able proposition. The U.S. Steel Corporation has contracts to buy
yearly between 30 and 50,000 tons of manganese ore mined i
South West Africa by the South African Minerals Corporation,

In 1959 it was reported that an American oil company had
acquired prospecting rights over Diamond Area No. 2 in South
West Africa and conducted a magneto-metric aerial survey costing
£60,000 which showed that oil might be present in the vicinity of
Tsondabvlei. In August 1960 it was announced that the Texas
Eastern Transmission Corporation was to start drilling for oil in
the area soon.

The U.S. Rio Tinto Corporation is also reported to have
shown interest in copper deposits near Okahandja.

The grip of foreign capitalism on South West Africa’s natural

have to wait lon
g
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;s by no means _nefgligible. Nearly 95 per cent. of South
ﬁ“urﬁ-icﬂ' s post-war mining output was accounted for by only
ges Agref on COMpanies. Tl}e amount of investment income
e f'ng 71 mining and flowing abroad in 1956 was estimated at
. ngtllﬁﬂn, compared with a net outflow for the economy as a
gl mt}f £30.2 million.

i WEST AFRICA AND UNO
50 There can be no doubt whatsoever that the powerful American

ment iD South West Africa has been one of the factors
jges! ting 2 settlement of the problem in relation to the United
. since 1945- . i
Hau?fnifﬂ factors about this dispute are well-known and need only
re-stated here. On the dissolution of the League of

# ﬂ . ’
K [tg'ﬁ! i’ﬂ the other mandatory powers voluntarily converted their
Nat ons into trusteeships under the United Nations. The

]

ﬂﬂ?:,:l]lsrifused to do this. Under a fraudulent referendum held by
ﬁﬂSmutS Government, the tribes of South West were alleaed to
Ve agreed to become part of the Union of South Africa, but by
wolution of December 14, 1946 the General Assembly recom-
gended that the Territory be placed under the international
psteeship system, and invited the South African Government to
pmit a trusteeship agreement for the territory. This the Union
bas consistently refused to do, and Union encroachment on South
West Africa has advanced steadily. Since 1951 South West bas
represented in the Union Parliament by six members of the
House of Assembly and fpur Senators. (These elections are confined
o White voters only). Since 1949 the Union has refused even to
qbmit annual reports on the territory, as required by the mandate,
xd that year UNO referred the matter to the International Court

o Justice for an advisory opinion. The Court held that :

x South West Africa is still under the League of Nations
Mandate assumed by South Africa after the first World War.

x The provisions of the U.N. Charter provide a means by
which South West Africa may be brought under the trusteeship
system.
x South Africa is not competent to modify the international
satus of the territory. This can be done only with United Nations
consent.

x South Africa has an obligation to submit reports and transmit
xfitions from the inhabitants to the United Nations.
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x South Africa is not legally obliged to place the
under the trusteeship system. _ Cm]m'?

The court was unanimous on the first three points, but djy:
on the others. The fourth was carried by 12 votes to two, andld"d
fifth by eight votes to siX. i the

Endless negotiations, petitions and resolutions since then p,
failed to resolve the deadlock. In 1953 the General Aggeml:;e
appointed a Committee on South West Africa and requireq i y
negotiate with the Union and report on conditions in the ter,
Each vear the report of this committee be;:ame MOre critica), ﬁl
each year the Union became more intransigeant. In 1958 , Goog
Offices Committee consisting of representatives of Bragj] the
United Kingdom and the United States, was appointed to discy
with the Union ‘‘a basis for an agreement which would rm:-ntinm_.tSs
accord to the territory of South West Africa an interngag )
status’. In its first report the mmmit;ee tentatl_vely suggested th
partition of the territory as a_ possibie solution, but this yy,
categorically rejected by the U.N. Assembly. Eventually g,
Committee announced that it had failed to find a bagjg of
agreement. _

The end — 1960 session of the United Nations condempeg
South Africa’s maladministration of South West more strongly
than ever; and this crisis area in Africa will again be on UNQ
agenda early in 1961, and is being taken to the II_ltEI‘I_'IEIti{E}Ila] Court
of Justice in an attempt, initiated by Ethiopia and Liberia, to haye
compulsory jurisdiction on the question of South Africa’s theft of
the territory.

THE UNITED NATIONS MUST ACT

How is it possible that the Union has been able to defy worlg
opinion with impunity for 15 years, ever since the United Nations
was formed ? How much longer, the people of South West Afrig
are demanding, will it be before UNO and the world are forced to
intervene, and. in the name of justice and humanity, set matters
right ?

K UNO’s own crisis of paralysis on the issue of South West
springs from the contradictory position that while the world body
has outspokenly condemned South Africa’s treatment of South
West, some of the most powerful states in UNO are co-partners in
the exploitation of the stolen mandate. Only during the 195
session did the United States of America for the first time abandon
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gence Of Union policy. Imperialist investors in the mines
pe! dﬂga]lh of South West Africa are far more concerned with
0 wting their profits than the people of the country, and during
aﬂt fourteen Years it 1s the backpedalling by the United States
Wlaéritai“- that has blocked decisive pressure by the United
gd < on the South West African issue.
Nﬂu’fi?he battle to do justice to the peoples of South West Africa
battle to bring peace and real freedom to the Congo;

_ the . Lo . :

5 blfttlﬂ to mould the United Nations into the international body
thgich really enforces the will of the majority of the freedom-
¢

ng peoples of the world.
sIIWTl-'{E peoples of South West Africa will go on fighting to seek
ive redress with the aid of the United Nations, and to build
ﬁﬂgwmatiﬂna] pressure against South Africa to the point where
W comes irresistable and South Africa s forced to give way. With
' -growing African participation in the world bodv the day is
ﬁerﬂﬂ,ﬁhing when it will be possible to put pressure on South
ipfgiﬂa to restore South West to its rightful heritage. Fewer and
or countries are prepared to act openly in defence of South

African interests.

DEcISNE BﬂTT;ES
But the solution of the problem of South West Africa will not

e only from abroad, for the decisive battles have to be fought
it by the peoples of Southern Africa itself.

The outside world will act decisively when the peoples of
suth West Africa and the Union force the issue.

The organisations of the people in South West and in the
union will spearhead change. -

Until recently there were no national organisations of any
ort operative among the peoples of South West Africa. Two have
nade an appearance in the last two years — the South West Africa
National Union and the Ovamboland Peoples” Organisation. These
qe not rival organisations. SWANU'S territory covers the whole
ountry, and its aims is to unite the members of all national groups
a the fight for independence and democracy. O.P.O., on the other
mnd, has a more restricted scope and is concerned mainly with
he problems of the migratory Ovambo workers. The two
mganisations work closely together and the president of O.P.O.,
Mr. Sam Nujoma, is @ member of the executive of SWANU.

However, the Gestapo policies and practices of the Union
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Government authorities in South West Africa have magq it
impossible for these organisations to function. Many of ghe ]ﬂlmw
of O.P.O. have been exiled to remote areas of Ovambolapg. “adery
have been driven out of the country. * Othey,

That SWANU and O.P.O. between them express the aspiraf;
of the vast bulk of the indigenous inhabitants of the tenitah%
beyond doubt. Even the traditional chiefs of the varigyg oY i
like Hosea Kutako and Samuel Witbool, have stood ﬁnug;ﬂu
face of every threat and blandishment of the Union Guvemn the
and have steadfastly called for United Nations interventinu, Ment

The day is long past when resolutions and €Xpressiong
sympathy from UNO will suffice. Fourteen years of thege hﬂof
not alleviated the lot of the peoples of South West Africa ve
contrary, their burden has become ever more painful to bear. e
must act in 1961, and act decisively to prise from the grip of the
Union Government a stolen territory and a people in thra]],

The military and police apparatus of Union government rule
is keeping the people of South West Africa under a systep of
oppression even more harsh than that of their brothers ip
Union. South African freedom fighters owe it to their brotherg in
South West to give them every possible aid in their struggle ,
weaken and throw off the forces of the occupying power.
versely, because of its international position, South West Affricy
may yet prove to be the Achilles heel of the Union Governmey
A wound inflicted there could be fatal for apartheid rule in both
countries. The struggle of the peoples of the Union and of Soy
West Africa is thus one and the same struggle. Likewise the bagg
to get effective United Nations pressure and intervention
South West Africa is at the same time part of the battle to breg
the imperialist grip on the world body, and to enable it to help
colonies in the march forward to real independence.



Socialism 1n Africa
By F. Kumalo

0’s will go down in history as the decade of the
o and consolidation of the liberation of the two hundred
Icplg»ﬂ eoples of Africa. Centuries of brutal oppression by those

Iﬂﬂﬂﬂld today pose as the friends of the African people are

ho ¥
hﬂ- o [{_} ﬂ_ﬂ EI’td.

in
o I:Sﬂmg areas like Algeria the blood of martvrs still flows. In
the peoples’ leaders are leaving the political gaols and

. places of banishment and stepping into leading positions of
‘hﬂ;ﬂmenl- In vet other parts, such as the Portuguese territories
i-:'”; the Union of South Africa, the iron heel still rules, but the
%llenﬂﬂ to it grows ever stronger. We live in the area of crum bling

Eﬂlﬂﬂiﬂ.liﬁm-
The course and rapidity of future progress is a challenge which
aces the peoplies’ movements throughout the continent. When the
oreigh oppressor has been formally removed from the scats of
overnment; wl?en the natiqna] flag flies from the roof tops; when
Je joyous excitement of independence day celebration is over,
shat then ?

How to tackle the innumerable problems which are the

tace of backwardness imposed by the greed of those who for
cnturies have plundered a continent and its people ? Poverty has
eft the people disease-ridden and. has killed off millions before
hey achieved adulthood. Imperialist “culture” has degraded
pople as hewers of wood and drawers of water and left them
echnically backward and illiterate. The peasant has been robbed
of his land and cannot feed himself and his family, let alone the
gtion. Vast natural resources are as yet untapped, uncharted.
There is the crying lack of houses, schools, railways, roads,

Jdectricity and power plants.

Centuries of misrule and oppression have left Africa a legacy
of backwardness and complex tasks of reconstruction. The very
omplexity of the problem defies adequate treatment in one short
aticle. Pre-industrial countries must be built into industrial states.
There are the problems of land reform, the growing of enough
fod to feed the people and create an agricultural surplus to help

The

ment
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pay for industrial development. There is the need to divers;
typical colonial economy based on one-crop productiop Sify the
build basic and secondary industries. Different detailed pr&nd Y
confront each country, but there are some factors CoOmmon tnbh"“
all. Basic among these is the need to eliminate all jp, ngh?"
influence, and, at the same time, to find the capital, fm.mlm::rta]'Fl
and outside the newlv independent state, with which tq d: !thip
the economy of the country. Velop

NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE

To whom does the newly-independent African state turn §
help in solving these problems ? What is the role of the iml"el‘ia]?
countries in this period of African reconstruction ? i

The imperialist leopard has not changed his spots. Hig Tetre
from Africa, like his retreat from Asia, is not motivated by
sudden concern for the indigenous peoples. He has been put ta
flight. 0

The long and bitter struggles conducted by the African peop
against imperialism are reaching a climax. The breath-lakjn;
rapidity of the changes coming over the continent have jy no
small measure been made possible by the existence of the powerfy]
anti-imperialist bloc headed by the Soviet Union, and the mopy
and material assistance it has given in the struggle for the ending
of colonial oppression.

But this rapid surge forward to independence does not megy
that imperialism is defeated. Colonising countries have found thyy
new techniques of domination are needed. While trying to give the
impression that they are voluntarily relinquishing their domination
the big powers of the West with interests in Africa are trying o
retain their economic interests and profits. They may withdeaw
from Government House but investments in mines and plantatiops
remain. The technique of pretending to let go a colony and yet
holding on more tightly than ever was never more strikingly
{d:emﬂnstrated than by the Belgian manoeuvres and intrigues in the

ongo.

A. Davidson writes in ‘“The Downfall of Colonialism in
Africa” (International Affairs No 11 of 1960) of the neo-colonialism
which “‘inspired by United States reaction has already worked out
in practice and includes a whole arsenal with the most diverse
methods : economic domrination, conspiracies to overthrow un-
submissive governments, setting up puppet regimes, aggravating
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petween the independent African states, peoples, tribes

ii?"ﬂlﬂ 1 groups. finally making use of the United Nations flag

o Eﬁ;anigatm to carry out their colonialist plans. as was the

ongo’ .

;fg of ﬂlﬁ le of developing a sound economy which operates for
ThﬂﬁL of the people demands, in the first place the elimination

[hghﬁl?ﬁlpergajist influence, direct and indirect, Sekou Toure has

of al Iniiciﬂ‘*’ “The peoples of Africa and Asia must clearlv tell

gid exl’rs and sellers of spheres of influence on these Continents

lhﬂtblﬁi intend to determine their own destinies™.

lha o

FOR CAPITAL

THEThe African Continent will overcome backwardness and defeat
ortv when all imperialist influence 1s eliminated and 1t can plan
oper mobilisation of its resources: both material and human.
;bEPE}nE of the first problems confronting a country on the
hold of development is the availability of capital, that is
;hrc_rsml in the form of machinery to release the natural riches of
ap! country, agricultural and mineral, and to build up a modern
gdﬂcuve industry. Once an indu.strial base has been set up,
ble of making from local materials and labour the equipment
ﬂlr’::inad for productive industry, agriculture and transport, that
country has achieved real economic independence. This develop-

 requires a vast amount of capital investment.

The development nf .the:.earfy capitalist states of Western
Furope and their industrialisation took place after an age of acute

tition for trade and colonies. Capital was accumulated by
piracy O the high seas and plunder of the New World and the
splices and riches of the East; and by a series of wars for the
edivision of spheres of influence. Igl earlier centuries war leaders,
wolonisers and pirates became national heroes, conquering wars
were glorified as patriotic efforts to assert the dominace of the
pvading country and Holland and Britain, France and Germany
ompeted for the carving up of most of the rest of the colonial
vorld. On this conquest and exploitation the highly industrialised
nations of Western Europe built their economies.

But countries emerging to independent nationhood ' and
ndustrialisation in the twentieth century are doing so in a com-
petely different world.

The difference is that state expansion by war is in conflict with
the spirit of national self-determination sweeping over humanity.
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Even imperialist countries have to attempt to conceal their
domination of subject peoples by so-called ‘developmeny Nakeyy
and grants of political self-government. Never befuiom
imperialism on a world scale been as weak as it is in the e

The major cause of the decline of imperialism is the e
and influence of the socialist sector of the world — the é’ﬂ"f“
Union, China and the socialist countries of Eastern Europe, =

The colonial powers no longer hold the initiative jp :
national affairs. Their every move on the world stage hag tﬂt“‘
made after calculated consideration of the possible responge ﬁ‘oﬁ
the Socialist countries.

The imperialist powers are no longer the dominating infi
in our world. The initiative has passed to the socialist sector.

This is particularly noticeable in the prospects opening bef

: Ore
the formerly colonial peoples.

As recently as ten year ago Asian countries emerging from
colomialism and desperate for capital loans for economic advance.
ment could turn only to their former masters for aid, and what ;4
was given was shackled by conditions of political alignment in the
cold war.

The experience of Asia and Africa has been to “beware o
the Greeks when they come bearing gifts™.

Aid has been forthcoming from the imperialist countrieg_
but its purpose has been to prevent the fulfilment of the socjy
revolution taking place in Asia and Africa, and to instal forms of
neo-colonialism. ' | |

“Witness the cases of South Korea, South Vietnam, Formosy,

Laos, Pakistan, Iran . . . countries which have received the
lion’s share of American aid to backward countries, and g
of which are today show pieces of economic stagnation and
political corruption”.

" (Monthly Review, January 1960).

Since the end of World War 11, United States capital invest-
ment in Africa has increased 20 fold, exceeding 2,000 million
dollars. But America is interested in Africa not for the sake of the
African people, but for her own sake. She sees Africa as a chance
to acquire an empire, even though it may not be necessary for her
to rule it directly.

The very nature of imperialism militates against unselfish aid
in the interests of the colonial people. If the basis of your system
is the accumulation of profit, you are a very bad businessman
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.+ you build up a competitor nation with a sound,
mdwd c;f:ﬂf healthy economy. Therefore imperialist investment is
mdﬂpﬁﬂe ] on the basis that it brings a maximum return to the

private and state investment ‘in Africa, America

doled out loans and materﬁa] aid, but again the purpose
has also clear: to prevent real independence by making the
¢ country dependant on American ‘guidance’ and political

IEHE-,, or to turn the country into a military dependancy in the

inﬂ“ﬁnc f war forces against the Socialist sector of the world.
puild-UP bases have been built in Africa which, when it suits the
s of imperialism, could be wused against Africa’s
e jence movement. Morocco has six air bases, Libva four,
ﬁ‘-dﬂpel?vikﬂ rwo, Kenva two, with one each in Uganda, Ethiopia
ng’;fgeria. Naval bases have been built in Morocco. Algeria,
ynd ia, Kenya. Tanganyika.
T“mln 'pagt vears the American imperialists have been apprehen-
ahout the reliability of the African people as allies in the
o orous game of fostering international conflict. The spirit of
d?{lfimpcri;ﬁiﬁm has had too strong a grip on the African continent.
;ﬂ the bulk of American aid has been directed towards under-
jeveloped countries that can be counted on as reliable allies. Of
16,140,524 lent by the United States from July 1945 to December
1955, 2.12 per cent. or $342.713 million dollars went to Africa.
0f this amount $151.719 million dollars went to the Union of
south Africa and $60,686 dollars to the Rhodesias, both among
he last remaining outposts of reaction and colonial-type
exploitation o the continent. (Figures taken _frﬂm a report of U.S.
epresentative Frances P. Bolton — 1955 Africa Mission).

Bv contrast, the record of the Socialist countries has been
onsistently to foster the growth of real national independence and
nend to all forms of colonial oppression.

There is no class in the Soviet Union or China or in any other
wcialist country which benefits from the exploitation of any group
within that society or in outside territories. Socialist aid has not
ed to the establishment of war bases anywhere. A comparison of
freign aid distributed between 1950 and 1957 by the United
Stes and the Soviet Union shows that the Soviet Union gave 31
times as much non-military aid, whereas the United Stafes Mutual
Security Programme allocated 25 per cent. more on military than
on non-military aid. |
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This i1s not the only vital difference between aid g;,
imperialist and socialist countries. In general capitalisthaid by
been in the form of food and consumer goods. The Soviet U hﬁ
has given aid chieflv in the form of producer goods and p
industrial construction which helps to put the recipient coypg
the road towards economic independence. (See Professor Be? o0
WORLD WITHOUT WAR for detailed figures). nal'y

No wonder that more and more the newiy-independent sta
of Africa are turning to the socialist world for assistance, tey
the type of aid which encourages economic independence .o
bondage. + o

Without Socialist aid newly independent countries coylg
strangled at birth by lack of genuine, unconditional economije aid
This vital role of the Socialist world cannot be over emphasigeq
And equally important as a source of generous economic ajg, the
influence of the socialist countries curbs the excesses of imperialigy
and blocks direct action by the colony-owning countries to prey
the emergence of independent governments. America would |
have intervened in Cuba, for example, to smash the popyls,
revolution there. had it not been for the power of the Soviet Unjgy
and her allies acting as a restraint.

NEW SYSTEMS IN AFRICA

There is vet another vital factor introduced in the Africap
revolution by the power and strength of the Socialist world, botj
economicallv and politically. It brings Socialism in Africa withip
the realm of possibility not decades and generations off, but i,
our time.

The dogmatist will say that Marxist theory teaches that
socialism is possible only after capitalism, and that Africa must
therefore pass through the painful processes of capitalist indus.
trialism before it becomes realistic to talk of an advance to
socialism. But Marxist theory also teaches that situations change
and that those who cannot adjust to change are left behind.

It is true that there is a developed proletariat in only a few
parts of Africa. But in relation to the population, this was true of
China, already on the road to socialism. And while many African
countries have almost no developed and organised working class
thev likewise have very small national bourgeoisie and thus weak
counter-revolutionary forces to socialism.

Without the intensive industrialisation. economic planning and
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of material resources the advance towards socialism, and
Wid0P © ommunism, cannot come about. But countries building
M@:ﬁer ioday are no longer dependent only on their own internal
2itlST 5o & stupendous growth of the resources of the Socialist
#““rce;kﬁ possible the advance of formerly backward countries
tﬂ;]ﬁ'_d? cocialism through the fraternal assistance of the Socialist
3
f:r]d- alism is 1O longer an experiment in one country. It is a
S{fﬁtem which is growing stronger by leaps and bounds,
viﬂ,rld s adversary. capitalism, daily grows weaker and more
whilst Iblﬂ- This is a qualitative change in the situation which
el ible, after the gaining of national independence, a rapid
ards socialism without a country having to traverse

e tOW . S : :
e long and painful historical processes which history made

U . .able in previous eras. _
mewwﬂr]d Socialism everywhere (including Africa) within our
., i no longer a Utopian cry. It is within recach, and inevitable.
"mﬁm q world scale, and in specific countries, socialism has
monstrated its superiority. The Soviet Union has proved that in
: country with almost no industry, a people inspired by socialism
au[d within a generation build an industrial system equal to that
E’mﬂgt capitalist countries and now, in the second generation,
ring to outpace the capitalist world. China, since 1949, shows
Ili'[;l with a little help from the Soviet Union and socialist countries
i Fastern Europe. the transformation camr be made even more
v
"“’ﬂmpare the Soviet Union with the United States of America.
In hearings before the American Joint Economic Committee,
pofessor Goldsmith, a leading economic authority in America,
ompared the economic development of these two countries and
e following statistics emerged :
In the U.S. the average rate of increase of real Per
Capita Gross National Product (a comprehensive
index of economic growth) has been 1§ per annum,.
In the Soviet Union between 1951 and 1958 the ﬁgurll
was from 43 to 5§ per cent. per annum.
Thus the Scviet rate of growth in recent years has been about three
imes that of the United States. The achievements of a country
which inherited a feudal, corrupt Tsarist regime, which was
beleagured by world capitalism in its initial stages and devastated
by the German invasion of the Soviet Union at a vital stage in its
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growth, proves the overwhelming superiority of the socialigt
There can be no doubt that within a short space of time {h:ysﬁ‘.l
Union will completely overtake the United States in every g,
of economic life. Pherg
Socialism has proved itself to be the only economic Syst
capable of mobilising a peoples’ total resources for ecqp "
development. Ol

Here a comparison between the development of Indi,
China since liberation in these two countries is of Pﬂl‘ﬂmc;mu;d
importance. ‘

Although the State of India has been forced to play a relag;,
major role in the national economy, there can be no doubt tdy
basically India is a capitalist State with the private sector st
producing 90 per cent. of goods and services.

A comparison of the development of both countries i the
American magazine, ‘“Monthly Review — January, 1960 is Worgh
quoting : —

“. .. The contest between India and China comes
close to meeting the requirements of a laboraqy
experiment as one is ever likely to find in the reajy
of social phenomena. The two countries are fa;
comparable in size, population, natural resour
standard of living, and stage of economic develop.
ment. Moreover, they both embarked upon
deliberate programme of economic development g
about the same time, roughly 10 years ago. How
have they fared ?” :

Professor Malenbaum (“India and China: Contrasts jy
Development Performance” — American Economic Review, June,
1959), a man who is apparently far from biased in favour of either
China or socialism has the following to say : —

“From 1950 to 1959 India achieved an annual rate of
growth of real income of almost 3.5 per cent.
Over the same period the Chinese growth rate was
‘at least three times as great’.

In the field of capital accumulation by the late 1950’
the real levels of gross investment in India was

approximately double that of 1950; in China it was
five times as large.

This achievement, according to Malenbaum’s calculations,
was made with a simultaneous greater increase of household
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gmption in China which, in 1952, was from 10 per cent. to

(ons . cent. that of India.

5 P Despite a much higher rate of saving and investment
and despite a more rapid growth of population,
household consumption levels in China began to
forge ahead of India’s by 1955 and have steadily
widened the gap since.

Malenbaum states :

“The present analysis thus indicates an economic
development overwhelmingly favourable to the
Chinese effort both with respect to actual performance
and to potential for further growth”.

Here is a practical illustration of the correctness of the thesis
i socialism 1s a far more effective means of overcoming back-
«dness and building up a country’s resources.

It is true that just as there are problems peculiar to China,
o there are problems peculiar to Africa. But whether in Africa or
ga, India or China, an economy based on profit can only
pamper development and prevent full progress. On the other hand,
 planned socialist economy which mobilises all the resources of
 country for the common good, is the most speedy and effective
pethod of overcoming backwardness. This, Africa is rapidly
giscovering from her own experience in trying to eradicate the
oots of backwardness, and become free, independent and pros-

];eIOUS.

wa
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Marzxist Education Series: No. 1

Why vou should be a Communiét

By Jalang Kwena

These are times of profound social and political changes the
era of colonial freedom, national independence and coupg,
revolutions. Nations of the world are today divided and quarrejj,
among themselves over these important happenings. Many thi“king
peopie must be wondering and worried by the ugly spectacle of the
crystallisation of these divisions into three great groupingg or
constellations : the Western imperialist bloc, headed by the Unigg
States and Great Britain; the Socialist bloc at the head of whjgy
stands the Soviet Union and the People’s Republic of China: ang
the neutral bloc consisting of the emergent independent stateg o
Asia and Africa, the so-called “‘uncommitted nations™.

In our opinion these are serious matters, the causes of whig,
it is essential that every political leader, every fighter for freedop
and justice, and every honest and sincere person should fully apq
clearly understand. To be able to change anything one must firg
know and understand it. We believe therefore that in order to be
abie to fully appreciate the epoch making events taking place i
Africa, Asia and elsewhere one has to have a sound theoreticy
understanding of the scientific theories and laws of socig
development.

As far as we are concerned, only the doctrines of Karl Man
give a firm and true foundation of and guide to a prope
appreciation of what is happening in the worid today. They are
the basis upon which is founded the revolutionary working class
theory, the scientifically formulated principles and laws of social
development. In the words of Lenin : —

“Marxism is the system of views and teachings of Marx. Marx
was the genius who continued and completed the three chief
ideological currents of the nineteenth century, represented
respectively by the three most advanced countries of humanity:
classical German philosophy, classical English political
economy, and French socialism combined with French revolu-
tionary doctrines. The remarkable consistency and unity of
conception of Marx’s views, acknowledged even by his
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nents - - - in their totality constitute modern materialism
odern scientific socialism as the theory and programme

opP°
d jabour movement in all the civilised countries of the

m
*F the
gorld - - - , . . . -
ng to the Marxist doctrine of dialectical materialist
hy “nothing is final, absolute or sacred. It reveals the
'Iﬂﬁﬂpv character of everything and in everything: nothing can
pﬂs‘m%ﬂfme it except the uninterrupted process of becoming and
B he away, of endless ascendency from the lower to the
g o And dialectical philosophy itself is nothing more than the
9% flection of this process in the thinking brain™.

This world view helps us to understand social changes and
(js going on 1n the world around us. We know today that
W2 of production, like all other things or phenomena, are not
!“.{Efg that they have a beginning, undergo a period of growth and
#HEE.P ment and then come to an end. This end does not
e rily mean dying out, but includes changing from a lower to
'@hsjsa er form. We also learn that through changes in the modes
i oduction, the whole society or social order changes. On this
‘”{ Marxism teaches that : — | |
«The mode of production of the material means of life

jetermines, in general, the social, political, and intellectual

cesses of life”.

Armed with this revolutionary theory we are able not only to
ﬁde:rstﬂﬂd what is happening but also to know why, and how to
ying about social changes ourselves. Now let us see what social

es took place before. In the long and hard story of his social
gtence man has had to face many difficult problems. But with
g development of technology and productive forces, and the
gease of knowledge he has made tremendous progress in all

res of social life. This has enabled him to solve some of these
goblems successfully. He has been able to amass enormous wealth
ol to accumulate vast experience. In modern society there are
ane people whose riches appear ugly and vulgar when compared
qh the poverty of their fellow men; and scientific and techno-
wial development is such that man is today conquering space

ol colonising the outer planets.

Yet among the unsolved or partially solved problems are those
dting to wealth and experience: questions of poverty and hunger,
mrance and disease, human relationship. war and peace. It is

Aﬂﬂﬂrdi
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today estimated that 1,500 million people out of the 2,200 pu.
inhabitants of the earth suffer from lack of proper shelter :;ﬂh“‘l
food and clothing. Horrible diseases are still ravaging m Ough
oppression and exploitation of man by man continues, &}E’"‘i;
scourge of war haunts humanity. the

However we are not dealing with this aspect of the y,
at present but with changes and development of human o
There was a time when man lived in primitive communa] mc:&ly
a society in which private property was unknown and in whichﬂy’
only means of production, the land, was owned in commqp the
that society man lived largely by hunting, gathering wild fruijtg I
digging edible roots, while his cultivation of the soil was stil] g ang
and rudimentary. Whenever they had to work, people pmdm
the barest necessities of life. It was a poor society without gyr "
products, reserves, or public wealth. What the people produceg by
common labour was shared equally among the producers or
participants in the common effort.

Our beloved Africa knows this stage of social davelnpmﬁm
all too well. It existed in several parts of the continent up to
eighteenth century, and it still exists among the Masarwa apq
Makgalagadi of South Africa, the Masai of East Africa and e
Pygmies of Central Africa.

There was no State in primitive communal society even in j;
advance stage, tribalism. The reasons for this were the absence ¢f
private property, of class division of society and of exploitation of
man by man. With the improvement of implements of productiop,
cattle breeding and agriculture, and with the growth of handicraf
and exchange, however, arose the social division of labour. At
this stage the production relations in the society no longer suiteg
the new productive forces. Marxism teaches that :

“No social order is destroyed until all the productive forces
for which it gives scope have been developed: new and
higher production relations cannot appear until the materi
conditions for their existence have ripened within the womb
of the old social order”.

So in the course of time the elders, military leaders and
priests used their official positions to enrich themselves. They
imposed heavy fines, acquired a considerable share of the com-
munal property and demanded one or other forms of tribute from
the community. They soon became distinct from the mass of the
members of the community, forming an aristocracy whose families
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o rich while the mass of the population graduallv became
bﬁﬂamand economically dependent on their rich brethren. This
pﬂ‘?;ded the rich the opportunity for appropriating surplus labour.
jffo Jtage was also taken of prisoners of war who were converted
Advd javes and made to work.
to ;131'35 were seized by the more aristocratic and richer

Jies. Under conditions of class inequality the rich began to
|'aﬂ“rﬂrt into- slaves not only prisoners of war but also their own
o verished and indebted fellow tribesmen. This is how class
if!“?ﬂ-ﬂﬂ of society came about, the division into slave-owners and
dl‘-"i’s Then there appeared the exploitation of man by man, that
?'Hi';hﬂ' appropriation without compensation of the products of the
s o of others. Marxists maintain that the whole history of
s gkind from this period onwards, right up to the building of

calist society, became the history of class struggle.

while social development in Africa also took the classical

{ern. in SOME parts of the continent it does not seem to have

Jllowed sorme of the ugly and inhuman features it took in Europe

and elsewhere. The reason for this may be attributed to several

uses, among which are : —

(a) the plentiful and rich pastures;

(b) enough land for tillage, and the ease with which food to

satiisfy the people’s limited needs was obtained;

(c) sufficient fuel; and

(d) the climate which hardly required bodily cover.

Africa has greatly contributed towards the development of
wman society and culture. But in the interests of political domi-
qation and economic exploitation this fact has hitherto been
oncealed, deliberately distorted or vehemently denied bv capitalist
nd imperialist historians. The wisdom of Egypt, the Upper Nile
nd Ethiopia was the father of the much vaunted Greek civilisation.
Apart from this, Africa traded with and supplied gold, iron and
wory to the ancient world, as well as manpower in the form of
daves.

Not to confuse forms of slavery and their role in the develop-
nent of society, it should be noted that there were : —

s Domestic slavery which persisted throughout the ages and
still exists in some countries of Africa and Asia to this very
day. This is a kind of benevolent and humane institution in
which in many respects the slave is treated as a member of

the household.
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(b) Pre-Christian and pre-Capitalist slavery : the slay

ancient Egypt, Greece. Rome and the countries of A

e : Aslg: g
slavery that built the pyramids of Egypt, the great spl the
of Asia, the monumental works of Greece and theﬁhdm,,

damised highways of the Roman Empire. This form of S;:“a%

among almost all peoples in the past. and unlike thyg ﬂf\r{:ry

later period was not based on colour or race. White au
as black were both slaves and slave owners. S Wej

(¢) The commercial slavery of the Christian-Capitalist ery
persons of African origin were sold and owned aq if“’hul
were cattle, horses or articles of clothing. While in the ¢ they
forms of slavery, as in times of the Egyptians, “Rﬂman:ﬂlu
in the feudal ages”. the system “was attended by ang
inhumanities and evils™ the Jater *“‘system which prevaiﬁm
the British colonies for upwards of 200 vears and ip ‘
parts of the United States up to 1865, attained its high;
point of cruelty”. |

In this article we are dealing with slavery of the pm‘Christim,
and pre-Capitalist era.

Under slavery the population was divided 1nto free mep Who
had all civil, property and political rights, and slaves who Were
deprived of all these rights. In turn the free were divided into 4
class of large land-owners, and a class of small producers, peagap
and craftsmen, the weli-to-do strata of which also made yg
siave labour and were slave-owners. The priests were attached ¢,
the large land-owners.

The division of society into antagonistic classes with confije;
interests necessitated the establishment of a state. The elders gy
military leaders, some of whom had by this time become king
princes and rich aristocrats, began to use their power to defey
the interests of the rich and propertied upper class. Armed retinug
courts and primitive organisations served this end. In this way gy
for this purpose the State power arose.

The “separation of handicraft from agriculture, the rige g
handicraft as an independent occupation signified the birth
commodity production”. The development of handicraft ay
exchange led to the establishment of towns. ‘“The slave trade wy
one of the most profitable and flourishing branches of economi
activities. On the basis of slave-labour the ancient world achiev
considerable economic and cultural development”. On the bons
of generations of slaves great cultures were created and hug

oY of
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it. such as those of ancient Egvpt, Greece. Rome,

e were b ui - 3
WP, result of the surpius created by the free labour of the
g B en found free time to inquire mnto and develop many

Ve ;" f knowledge, to build huge monuments. luxurious
bIﬂ"Eh: fantastic and awe-inspiring temples. as well as military
P*IH-EE rions Were built and maintained.
We slave-owning state played a big part in the development
itﬂbﬂiﬁﬂ[iﬂﬂ of the production relations of the slave-owning
nd .. But the slave-owning mode of production could not create
fijfibﬂ s for any further serious technical advancement. Slave
- Was distinguished by its extremelv low productivitv. Yet
O, as can be scen above, played an essential part in the
SIHﬁc;[;mem of society and culture.
deve 1 addition to having become a hindrance 1o productive forces,

1 0 oy . _
e gystem fell in most countries because of numerous and serious
slav

o Tevolts. ‘ _
e’[‘hﬂ feudal mode of production, which gave some scope for

surther  development of the productive forces of society,
ced the slave-owning mode of production. With the intro-
of the new system the form of exploitation changed.
\hough there wer¢ many large workshops and trade developed
o her, agriculture played a predominant part and tillage was the
qost important branch of the feudal economy. Huge landhoidings
+hich had already passed into the hands of members of the royal
ctinues and servants. the clerical authorities and the monasteries,
were used as the basis of exploitation.

Slave labour was employed on the land. but the incidence of
aploitation fell heavily on the poor peasants and the freed slaves,
+ho were turned into serfs and given plots of land to till for
hemselves On condition that they made their master, the large
und-owner, definite money payment or handed over to him ‘a
onsiderable share of the harvest, and fulfilled various types of
quties. The severeness of the new form of exploitation, as compared
o slavery with its brutality and sordidness, was that unlike slaves
+ho had nothing to do with and did not care about the products
o their labour, the serfs had to fend for themselves and be
esponsible for the well-being of their families. They were therefore
itally interested in the products of their labour.

‘:Uhile the serfs groaned under the voke of exploitation, heavy
axation and hunger, the urban population was also facine other
brms of oppression and exploitation. “The towns which had

L
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arisen on the lands of the lay and cierical lords were ey
their authority. Townsmen owed a number of duties to f Sub]eq b
paid him quitrent in kind or money, and were sub'e;da] lﬁrd,
administration and court”. The population of the tf;.wt '0 by
mainly craftsmen and traders, and the town acted as the o W
commodity production. They soon began to struggle fmcfmmﬁ
and independence, against domination of feudal lords Pwm’l
force, partly bv means of purchase, the towns obtained fua;nly by
selves the right of self-administration, holding courts mthe"'
comnage and collecting taxes. + g

At that time Europe was divided into numeroyg
independent states, each of which had its own toll. Thmw
created difficulties for trade and for the formation of a mﬁmﬂ:
market. In the interests of trade and economic dE‘y’El{}pmeu?m
society in general it became necessary that the barriers y
about by the feudal separation should be abolished and ﬁfh‘
central state be established. The kings took advantage of th'l
demand to establish their dominance. Large national states emﬂg;
in the form of absolute monarchies.

The growth of competition from the fugitive setfs who
crowded into the towns, and the struggle against exploitation gpg
oppression by feudal lords caused the craftsmen to unite i
guilds. These guilds consisted of master craftsmen, journeyme
and apprentices. The guild preserved the exclusive right of thej
members to engage in that craft, and regulated the process ¢
production : they laid down the length of the working day,
determined the number of journeymen and apprentices with each
master, defined the quality of raw materials and finished products
and their prices, and frequently purchased raw materials ip
common. ‘

At first the guilds plaved a certain positive part In assisting
the strengthening and development of urban crafts. But “with the
growth of commodity production and the expansion of the market,
the guilds gradually became a brake on the development of
productive forces. The strict regulation of craft production by the
guilds fettered the craftmen’s initiative and hindered the develop-
ment of technique”. To limit competition they began to create all
sorts of hindrances to those wishing to receive the rights of a
master. “For the apprentices and journeymen, whose numbers had
considerably increased, the possibility of becoming independent
masters had practically ceased. They were compelled to reman
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. whole life in the position of hired wage workers”.
f},-thr:lr asters intensified the exploitation of their subordinates,
The work fourteen to sixteen hours a day for insignificant

makini;hzmregult “‘the journeymen began to unite into secret

) s to defend their interests. The guilds and town
Wlhﬂtl} o persecutcd the journeymen’s brotherhoods in everv
uth?

f this stage the Merchant guilds concentrated on the fight

. l atside competition, the regulation of weights and measures,
ﬁ'ﬁ Thg defence of the merchants’ rights from infringements of

rds.

wﬁfffl;fligreiﬂpmmt of money relations gave a great impetus to

jifferentiation of peasantry, i.e. its stratification into different

: II oroups. The overwhelming majority of the peasantry became
?ﬂmav;rishgd, stifled from overwork and were ruined. Side by side
mp s kulak land-grabbers began to appear in the countryside,
ylh ting their fellow-villagers by means of loans at extortionate
ﬂp]manff buying up from them agricultural produce, cattle and
e equipmﬂnt at ruinous prices.
e we have already referred to peasants struggles and revolts

st the feudal land-owners. These took place throughout the
“hole period of the feudal system, but they became particularly
garp towards the end of the period. In France and England they
ook place during the 14th century, in Germany in the 16th

wry, in Russia during the 17th and 18th centuries. But in
gina the struggles and uprisings took place throughout the
entaries. The peasants did not have a well-knit organisation and
i first they had no programme. Later, however, they demanded
pe suppression of serf slavery, the abolition of feudal privileges,
nd the establishment of equal rights.

The rising bourgeoisie used the peasants’ struggles and revolts
o order to hasten the downfall of the fepdal system, to replace
eudal exploitation by capitalist exploitation and to take power
ato its own hands. Yet it was the peasants who formed the basic
mass of those who fought against feudalism in the bourgeois
wvolution. The bourgeois revolution put an end to the feudal mode
of production and established capitalist dominance.

“Thus capitalist production came into existence in the womb
of the feudal system™.

In the spﬁere of social development Africa has retrogressed
ad stagnated as a result of European colonisation and the slave
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trade. There was a time when Africa was ahead of Europe in socid
and cultural development. She could boast of great feudal kingdom
and empires based on trade in iron, gold and diverse warg

kingdoms and empires whose pomp and majestv seemed secon
to none in the world.

In the next issue of the African Communist we shall deal with tk

further development of society : capitalism. imperialism. socialisy
and communism.




