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THE Legion's National Executive Com.

mittee discussed at its last meet-
ing a propesal that the Legion should
raise money in order to provide educa-
tion scholarships for a number of Afri-
can soldiers’ dpapanden’rs.

In introducing the motion Dr. Routh
said he was not under the illusion that a
handful of small scholarships would solve
our inter-racial problems. He did not
think, moreover, that sending a few Af-
rican children to schools or universities
would &Prr!ci&b"f raise the general edu-
cational level of the African people.

He did think, however, that there was
hdﬂ)lr an obligation on tolerant-minded
people to throw as many bridges as
possible across the widening gap be-
tween whites and blacks in South Africa,
At a time when the blind policy of
‘apartheid’ is eroding our social soil and
creating impassable dongas between the
peoples of our country, every attempt
should be made to un?n that fatal work
and to correct its evil consequences.

In recent weeks the Springbok Legion
was responsible for a most effective
piece of propaganda in the cause of
racial understanding. We refer to the
production of the play, "Deep are the
Roots,” the ultimate etfect of which has
been to make members of the audience
regard Africans as 'human beings'. No
one claims that feelings engendered in
a theatre will necessarily be lasting, but
one must also not under-estimate the re-
percussions of an emotional catharsis.
Audience and players alike in this strik-
ing theatrical un:r;rrialtin found them-
se??es looking at the 'Enumhny', the
‘nanny’, the ‘milkboy’, the African clerk
in the office, the smartly-dressed Afri-
can women out shopping or window-
gazing with a new vision — and there
is a new feeling, a new aHitude,
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And it is this attitude which it is our
duty to foster — firstly in ourselves and
then in others. If we believe honestly in
the fundamental brotherhcod of man,
our common humanity, then we are less
than ourselves if through cowardice or
laziness we neglect an opportunity to
put our beliefs into practice.

What can we do? what can you do?

Firstly, we must deliberately strive to
gain an honest appraisal of our own at-
titudes. Are we liberal in talk and illiber-
al in action? Are we supinely accepting
the racial myths of Hitlerism and apart-
heid? Do we understand and absorb the
scientific findings on 'Race’ put out by
UNESCO? Is our attitude to an elderly
black woman as courteous and consider-
ate as to an elderly white woman? Be-
cause an African labourer is uneducated,
un-EumlllpeanT:Ed. do we unconsciously
reject him as a human being? Do we
stifle the memory from childhoed of
companionship with black children? Can
we honest in our sex attitudes?

Let us try to be honest with curselves,
always measuring our atitudes with the
yardstick of our commen humanity.

Secondly, our job is to translate into
action the finest of our attitudes. For
instance, how many people forget that
their servants are human beings with
feelings, anxieties, off-days, a desire to
be liked and approved of? Let us face
the fact that if the domestic servant in
your home was your mother or wife, you
would pay her much more and treat T'ler
with more consideration — even if she
were no more efficient than your pres-
ent servant.

Are you prepared to interfere when
a white person is bullying or being rude
to a black man? Will you take your
lace in a queue or at a shop-counter
Ee’nfnd a Non-European? Do you invite

HDGE - BUILDING

an Indian or an African student or trade
unionist into your home to discuss topics
of commeon interest?

Perhaps you already run a night-schoel
for Africans: perhaps you already help
a Mon-European boys' or girls' club? an
art centre? Perhaps you do voluntary
work at one of the I'J:Hnnal War Me-
morial Health Foundation's Nen-Euro-
pean Centres?

Perhaps in your Chamber of Com-
merce or Industry you advocate the in-
tegration of Mon-Europeans into the
inju:irial life of the country — on just
terms. In your trade union, your church,
your political party maybe you preach
our common humanity and translate that
into practical proposals for South Africa.

There are a thousand things we can
do, providing we have the will. But there
is one thing that many of us have to
learn — and it is difficult. We have to
sense the feelings of the coloured peo-
ple with whom we want to work. Patron-
age is a favour: superiority an insult.
We have to discharge from our systems
that idea so easily bred into us that
because we are white we are superior.
As a character in 'Deep are the Roots'
says, It is not my fault I'm a white man.'
Owr colour is accidental and fundamen-
tally unimportant, neither adding to ner
+al:inghawa-1{Frnm our onality stature.
Man himself gives value to the accident
of colour. Our social structure, based on
the exploitation of the coloured pecple,
has the effect of convincing us that a
white man is inherently 'better' than a
black man.

Our society makes it possible for us
to enjoy all the benefits which accrue
te us from our cheap-labour policy. That
is good for the white people — but it
gives us no hall-mark of inborn "superi-
ority’. Let us remember that and be
humble,
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YOU’RETELLING US

Lellers lo the Edilon

Dear Sir,

[ enclose 5/-, my sub. 1 hope to be-
come a life member as soon as I can
spare the ready cash, Wishing you
every success. Long live the Legion!
Nuts to the Nats!

Yours fraternally,

AVL
Zululand.

Dear Sir,

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your
letter dated 1s5th October, 1951 and also
to resign from membership of the Legion.

Yours faithfully,
D.HB.

Germiston.

OUR REPLY.
Dear Friend,

Why resign? [t would be so much
more h:!pfuﬂf you gave us an inkling
of your veasons for wanting to resign
from the Legion. If you are hard up for

I Dear Sir,

resolution was passed:

cash, we'll carry you as a member untii
you're in funds again. If you think the
fight for democracy in South Africa is
no longer worth fighting, may I ve
mind you of the period before Alamein,
the period before Stalingrad. If you fear
becoming vulnerable to the Nats.'s shots,
because you are a member of the Legion,
may [ suggest vyou will find yourself
vulnerable no matter what you do in
opposition to the Nats. And I know you
won't be sitting back doing nothing. No
one who has been a Legionnaire for
years, as you have been, could ever sit
back in an armchair, when there's a job
to be done.

Don't forget, Friend, we want to keep
our membership figures high, Tou may
think you're only one among thousands.
You are — that's why it is important,

Will you reconsider?

Tours fraternally,
CECIL WILLIAMS,
General Secretary.

TO THE TORCH COMMANDO

12th Movember, 1951.

At the last muting'. of my National Executive Committee the following

“The Mational Executive Committee uL the Springbok Legion
records its disappointment at the retreat of ¢t

Commando from their previous anti-Apartheid
being manifested by the exclusion of Non-European Ex-servicemen from
the Alamein Day demonstrations.”

In submitting the resolution to you, I have been instructed to convey

e War Veterans Torch
olicy, this retreat

the I,:ﬁon's apprehension at what appears to be a retreat from the position
¥

originally taken up by the Torch

ommando. While we appreciate only

too well the dilemma with which the colour problem confronts you, we feel
that if you go too far in sacrificing principles for votes, you may find that

your policy is being determined by

¢ people you wish to oust from power,
not by the people whose ideals you set out to represent.
The dynamic of the Commando has come from the fact that it has

appeared as a new factor in the political situation, one presenting the hope
that at last we were to break away from the prejudices that have domimated
us in the past. The old-school politicians are attempting to persuade you to
adopt the protective colovation of the established political parties and the
impulse to do so must be very strong, but it is an impulse that we believe
must be resisted if the Commando 15 to succeed in the tasks its members
have set it.

Yours faithfully,
! CECIL WILLIAMS, Secretary. l

Political Quiz ...

1. How do you account for the fact.
that in America recently there has
been a slump in ‘consumer’ trade,
vet there is a general boom?

A, ;.‘»’hat do the letters T.V.A. stand
or?

7. Who said, ‘Plenty is at our door-
step, but the generous use of it lan-
guizhes in very sight of the !uppg.lgi?

4. Who gaid, “We are proposing dol-
lars to arm men other than our
own men, We are contributing dol-
lars rather than men'?

5. Who said, ‘It takes a man and a
gun to fight, The United States is
providing the gun, Europe
man'? '

6. What steps is the government tak-
ing to overcome the meat shortage?

= Will this plan bring down the
c.ol?

& What civil liberties are infringed in
the Government's implied intention
to ban *The Guardian'? :

9. What iz the most vital shortage in
South Africa’s industrial life today?

10, The theme of the Torch Comman-
do's Alamein-Day gatherings was
*Racial Unity." How did the Com-
mando deny their own slogan?

... .and Answers

‘uonedpnied
tnai] smesdoinyg-uop Fmpnpxs L ool
sarnsnpm Buipuedxa so) Jamod-uep 6
1eadde jo g3
IRINGY Syl ul el JE] ¥ Jo 3y3ua
syl suoipsanb € jO sapis [[B Burpeas Lq
uotuldo Mo STY WLIoT 1 [ERpIAIpUT 3T}
[0 wopaayy :ssexd iy jo wopaalg ‘g
ey I L
‘Jaaq Jo oud Bwpesier :aoud pue
NONNGQIIISIp  uojinu Bumcujuch:}a:lﬂ' g
‘1861 ‘z1 jsnBny ‘sueg th
BIOVEURS "2 03 IIMOQUIFTH F’:"“:"EJ g
' 1861
‘t sndny ‘senmnue) saEpy  ud@
-10,] INEWIG Y1 O} [[EYSIER] [Elauan) P
e
Map] SIY JOo W Pyl 1 Eassooy f
‘ufeys .
Ilayl O3 yanu ‘siojsastl ajearsd passed
-4q goma ‘Buieiepun sYJOM MR
18318 o) "Quoyny LI[[EA IIETIULCIL T
juamiojdwason usop sdasy .
pur safem pue sjusunsaauy [Eypden
“syjoad dn sdasy swmuresfosd syuaure
-8 Bmpoedxs Apide: ® :o0o0d siamms
-mod 3y} sdaay Bupqg:]uq;u: Y3y 1



Ladies’ Dress Manufacturers
LOPIS BUILDINGS,
7. DAYIES STREET,

DOORNFONTEIN,
JOHANNESBURG.

Tel. 22.9577.

Frederick Furnishers
(PTY.), LTD.

COMPLETE HOUSE FURNISHERS
&b, Eloff Street,

JﬁHA'HHEEBunE"

POLIO

| Sﬂpparf ' S—

FUND |

Thirr Ir @ “Branty Form™ far eoery Fipers
OBTAINARLE EVERYWHERE

—_—
—y

' SWEET-ORR

AND

LYBRO

Overalls

“Never Let You Down™

[”'”‘J Bore *

4 FIGHTING TALK November, 1951.
Lancashire Mfg. Co. Storekeeper
(PTY.), LTD. £
PAARDEN EILAND -
" CAPE TOWN STRONGLITE"
Manufacturers of
JE.I‘E[E:&E E:LDTHIHE TR ol C‘—ASES '
—_—
P.O. Box 52. Tel. Add.: 'Perfmake’
5 A. PLEIN & C0.
_ _ (S.A), LTD.
Phone 22.0338 Ext. 4 SHIFPERS
603 Ottawa Houte,
Kensy e, |
Creations

DELICIOUS AND REFRESHING ||

KILTY
FRUIT TABLETS

in 3d. Packats,
Each tablet is individually wrapped.
IN ALL POPULAR FLAVOURS

KILTY MEANS QUALITY

Phone: 24-3458.

Economic Paint &
Supply Store

Stockists of:
Glassware, Varnishes, Brushware,
Murale, Hardware, Wallpapers,

Ete.

B5/57 Beit Street, DOORNFONTEIN,
JOHANNESBURG,

— |
MAYFAIR ESTATE AGENCY

(PTY.), LTD,

Sales of Property Negotiated,
Bonds Arrﬂlgud. Insurance Transacted.

134 Central Avenue, MAYFAIR,
Phene 35-1191, Bax 28, Fordsburg,




November, 1951,

FIGHTING TALK

GOOD FILMS AND BAD

An Appraisal

HY do we see so few good films? The problem is largely economic. The
mere mechanics of prndudng}n: full-length sound motion picture cost many

thousands of pounds. Inevitably,

reduction and distribution have become
"H': business'’, and are in fact rlnl:m:r among the world's major industries. Art
e scape-goat of business and where the only criterion of success is box-

office receipts the creative artist finds himself :nrrthd or discarded. |n these

circumstances a more pertinent question might be,

films at all?"

Hollywood offers the best example of
commercialism. There we find that the
major film-producing companies are also

the distributors and exhibitors of their -

own products. Independent cinemas are
forced to rent films in lots of
varying standard months n
advance of production, (This
pernicious system led i the
U.S.A. to the companies’ re-
cent prosecution by th: Gow
emment for contravening the
Sherman anti-Trust laws, but
although found guilty on mos:
counts they were not penalis
ed and the situation remain:
unchanged).

Consequently a  certan
amount of trash is produced
and for the rest popular en
tertainment films prevail. But
popular taste does not rest on
trash alone. The mass-produc-
tion of films to set formulas,
relying on sensational effects,
vulgar publicity and the “star”
system, leads to a staleness
even in this uncompetitive
market. The need for sctting
a standard of craftmanship
and finding freshness by ex-
periment is realized. The film
“Cross-fire"”, made at a tme
when box-office wvalue of
themes dealing with racial

roblems was uncertain, i# one
ind of experiment, resulting
in a good film and, incident-
ally, in a host of bad films
cashing in on a new idea

But more important is the
experiment of artists unwilling
to compromise their work.
Sometimes, like Flaherty, they

'Why do we see any good

AN OUTSTANDING

PERFORMANCE

Lesley Brook, who won umanimous praise for her portrayal of

“Alice" in "Deep are the Roots."”

BY ROY COUSINS.

mandge to make films outside the in-
dustry, or like Stroheim and Woelles,
struggle continually to keep their work
intact. The production of such films
as "The Grapes of Wrath", "The
Long "l"u-r:El Home," “The Ox-Bow In-
cident" and "Citizen Kane" is not al-
ways financially rewarding but such
productions advance the Elm industry
as a whole by setting an arfistic stan-
dard and by discovering new techniques.

For instance, deep-focus photography,
which shows clear detail in foreground
and background simultaneously, used by
Welles in the controversial
“Citizen Kane™, was later used
more logically in the very suc-
cessful, “The Bests Years of
our Lives”. For these reasons
producers can still afford to
take occasional risks,

In Britain there is a differ-
ent set of circumstances. Films
cost as much to make there as
elsewhere and the crop of
“prestige” films such as “Hen-
ry V" and “Hamlet™ were
provided by the influx of J.
Arthur Rank capital towards
the end of the war. But such
expensive  productions need
larger markets than are at
present  available to  British
films to pay their way, and
in recent years Rank's in-
fluence has been a stultifying
one. But here, apart from the
fact that the film s a popular
art and must be appreciated
by millions of people to justi-
fy nself, another aspect of the
problem can be studied.

It must be understood that
of all the art forms the film re-
flects wmost :lnm:dm!t!:u the
pressures and crises of a socie-
Ly, cimema 15 constantly pre-
occupied with the present.
Stimulus comes from without
and the history of cmema
shows clearly thar the stimu-
lation of national perception

(Continued on page 7.)
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GOOD FILMS AND BAD

in & period of strain or rapid progress
is reflected i a peak of artistic film en-
deavour — witness the Russian films
of the first Five Year Plan. 4
Until 1940 British cinemas showed
only rare signs of individuality, but the
war brought to this fi¢ld a national re-
naissance. A new style, uniting docu-
mentary observation with fiction, pre-
sented the services, explored the fac-
tories, revealed civilian life in wartime,
all with reality and sincerity that raised
the standard to un-recognizable heights.
We were given: “In Which We
Serve”, “The Way Ahead"”, “Millions

Like Us" and “Waterloo Road”. This
artistic peak carried over into the imme-
diate post-war period but reaction soon
set in. The ensuing dearth was due part-
ly to economic factors within the indus-

and due partly to the dejected mood
tgl?'l:}:uz cmm? Contact with reality has
been lost and only by grappling again
with the problems and lives of ordinary
people can British films break away from
their literary derivatives and comic fan-
tasies to give us again something last-
ing in cinema.

In France in.the 1930's cinema pro-
duction and distribution was loosely con-
trolled. There was only limited capital
available and a group of gifted artists

ROMMEL WAS GEEN HELD.

PENBARE reaksic in Engeland oor
die Rommeél film is 'n teken dat

die Engelse volk, sgnminste, nog nie die
laaste oorlog en diegene wat daarvoor
verantwoordelik was vergeet het nie, en

dat hulle nie bereid is om soos die film
poog te doen die Nazi opperbevel van
alle blaam te onthef,

Sonder die aktiewe steun van die E:IF-
perbevel van die Duitse Leér kon Hitler
nie oorlog veer nie. Hulle is daarom
geensins minder skuldig as hy en sy
party nie, en om hulle nou met die man-
tel van helde te wil bekled is om goed-
keuring aan hulle dade te heg.

*

LEE VLEISPOTTE.

Tenspyte van die menigte verklarings
wat daagliks uitgereik word aangaande
die vleistekort, nog die regering,
nog die Vleisbeheerraad, nader aan 'n
oplossing te kom. Dit val dan ook te be-
twyfel of die huidige regering tot 'n op-
lossing sal kan kom, daarveor is hulle
veels te afhanklik van die stem van die
Boere in 50 “n mate dat hulle noodwen-
dig di¢ se belange bo dié wvan die wver-
bruiker in aanmerking moet neem.

Een van die grootste euwels van die
vleishemarking-stelsel in Suid-Afrika is
die sogenaamde vee spekulant, Hierdie
here besit gewoonlik groot stukke grond
waar slagvee wat op die goedkoopste
mark aangekoop is, en aangehou word
totdat hulle weer op die duurste mark
van die hand gesit kan word.

HIER EN DAAR

'n Verwagte styging in die prys van
aia‘fwz het dan ook as gevolg dat vir 'n
tydperk altans slagvee heeltemal onthou
kan word van die mark.

Onder normale omstandighede is dit
gladnie uitgesluit dat hierdie persone

die mark kan laat daal en styg na wille-

keur.
Die enigste man'er waarop hierdie
euwel die 19:&' gebied kan word is om

'n stelsel te skep wat dit vir die kleiner
Boer makliker maak om hulle vee te
bemark.

Die publick verwag dat die Raad wat
in Pretoria die een vergadering na die

ander hou, hulle aandag ain sake soos
hierdie zal skenk.

*

VERKWISTE ENERGIE.

Die Verenigde Party en die Arbeids-
party het albei duisende ponde spandeer
om mekaar in die Johannesburgse Mu-
nisipale Verkiesing te beveg, om mie eens
te praat van die verkwisting van Orga-
nisasie-kragte nie. Dit is seker die mees
onrealistiese optrede aan die kant van
die twze partye wat ‘n mens jouself kan
voorstel. En dit alles terwyl die Nasio-
naliste toegelaat is om nie minder as
sewe kieswyke te verower, drie waarvan
onbestrede was.

Saamspanning van Organisasie krag-
te en 'n eweredige verdeling van die
wyke waarin die l‘?luiiunaliﬂughndidﬂe

estel het was tog seker die voor die

ndliggende ding om te doen, en kon
lei tot 'n heeltemal ander verdeling van
Party sterkte in die Stadsraad.

substituted style and imagination for
gloss, setting a generally high standard
on that plane, Unfortunately, many of
these works were marred by that pessi-
mism which reflected the country's grow-
ing decadence. (It is significant that
“Les Enfants du Paradis" was made
during the Nazi occupation). Since the
war thein- handcuffing by American
capital is tragically evident.

The decline of the French cinema
coincided with the rise of the post-war
Italian film. Starting with "Open City"
and culminating in "Bicycle Thisves",
neo-realism is a stylistic revolution de-
manded by a revolution in subject mat-
ter. The rough productions [necessita-
ted by low finances) seem in themselves
a virtue to oversea audiences satiated
with Hellywood studie polish. But [talian
audiences give little support to these
films and there is doubt that the present
high standard can be maintained on the

strength of a select foreign audience.

But these “experimental” films of high
artistic :iuality are a minute proportion
of actual production and, short of a re-
volutionary of our economic sys-
tem, our staple diet will consist of the
commercial entertainment film, We can,
as pointed out earlier, lock for good films
in this ca too, The most hopeful
sigIn for' the immadiaaa future 1s in the
policy of producing “B" pictures at pres-
ent being carried out at M:GM. by
Doré “Schary, As production manager
he initiated a policy at B.K.Q. Studios
which gave us: “Crossfire”, “They Live
by Night," “The Window" and “The
Set-up.”

By using sincerity and intelligence in
these cheaply-made, supporting films
which are not required to gross huge
returns to pay their way, a standard con-
siderably higher than the studio's expen-
sive productions was achieved. At
M.G.M. this policy has yielded, amongst
others, “Intruder in the Dust™, *Act of
Violence,"” “Crises” and “Mystery
Street,” films of considerable cinematic
merit which bear none of the hall-marks
of vulgarity, artifice or overstatement.

The importance of these films lies not
only in themselves but in the setting of
a high standard of straightforward en-
tertainment films (which uplift that very
fluid thing, public taste), in the train-
ing and free development of young
writers and directors, and in upenjn%;:p
new fields for higher-budget films

‘Several of these films must be realising

En:l profits and we are left to hope that
eir effect will be noticed and to grasp
eagerly at the qualities they offer us.
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BRITAIN AND ITS

(Last month, Thelma Routh wrote of her impressions of life in London. Mow Guy
Routh adds a note on British politi

month, Thelma recklessly let me in for the difficult task of adding a
political assessment to her "housewife's

LAST

cs).

view" of things in Britain,

Political trends are notoriously difficult to foretell in the short run, in Britain as
much as other countries, but it is none the less true that | had a ring-side view

of British politics for mest of the
the ring

time we were there, and
myself, now and then. To lay my credentials on the table,

into
negotiated

even

on_behalf of the employees of one of the biggest employers in the country;
| sat on the Executive Committee of the Union of Democratic Control with a
number of Labour M.P.'s and publicists; | wrote for a number of journals, attend-

eod a number of conferences and addressed a number

of week-end schools. In

gﬂiﬂg. | must mention that being on the h?lnn N.EC. is first-rate scheoling

these activities. A few

The strongest impression that 1 have
t back is of the great complexity
British political organism. In
Africa, we are used to the idea
bodiless heads confronting each
(the U.P. and the Nats) which
once every five years take on vague and
ill-defined bodies, which disappear again
as soon as the election is over. In Brit-
ain it is quite different. The political
wfﬁ; there are ﬂlll.'llﬂ:lld.! nf organisa-

org
join together millions of
out the country in y or monthly
meetings, at which a great variety of sub-
cussed. a society is not wo
the name unless it has an annual confer-
ence at which are assembled delegates
from branches all over the country, and
at which are discussed not only the im-
mediate of the members, but
also the affairs of the nation and of the
world. This applies not only to trade
unions and to the big political parties,
but also to professional bodies from den-
tists o brush salesmen and societies for
promoting or opposing almost everything
in the world — societies to convert Jews
to Christianity and Christians to Juda-
inn,t:ihmuh:thlmd th;mdmmﬁ
port them, to encourage the beating
children, to conduct a “children’s revo-
lution™ and to provide drinking-troughs
for horses.

All this leads one to conclude that
people in Britain have a strong sense o
social responsibility, that, even thou
in many cases misguided, they feel the
urge to improve society and their fellow-
men and will often go to great

el

f

:

1

years on that distinguished body are calculated to

give anybody the sort of insight into political processes that is invaluable over-

to improve themselves. In the trade union
branches, for instance, hundreds of thou-
sands of union members meet month by
month to discuss & wide variety of sub-
jects; each branch will have a comimittee
that meets once a week or oftener and
will, in the course of a year, send dele-
gates to several dozen special conferences
convened by some organisation or group
of organisations, besides having regular
delegates to the local trades council which
will meet once a month. Delegates are
required to listen carefully to proceed-
ings, make notes and report back to the
branch in detail, while those who hear
their reports go back to the worksho
floor and discuss matters with their fel-
low-workers,

is the

holding week-end, day or summer schools
in different ufyth: country, Here
ill be sent from affiliated or-
ganisations to study some icular sub-
ject, usually with a political slan*. They
will Iiammz:ﬁpma,uk 1 dis-
cusg and l:\v:n report th".ilhlm :
many such groups on ject ©
South Africa znrfuund generally that
they were better informed about South

Now this brings me to my first con-
clusion — that the political structure of
Britain is remar stable. On the one
side, is 2 mass of people who have made

POLITICS

u thr:]I: m:pdummLa.huur; on the

2T

Th
il
il

g
MLl
: EE
i
i

And that brings us to another inte-
resting thing — the manner in which
a few of the mammoth trade unions de-
minate British labour institutions. Both,
on the Trades Union Congress and im
the Labour Party, the vote is swayed by
a few unions dominated by the person-
alities of less than half-a-dozen men.
On a card-vote, the vote of the Trans-
port and General Workers' Union, with
I3 million members, and the Municipal
and General Workers' Union, with
800,000, is usually decisive. In the not
too distant future, the trade unionists of
Britain will have to solve the problem
of how to democratise some of these
big unions so that the leadership gives
more sensitive expression to the feelings.
of the membership. :

(Continued on page 13.)
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BOOK REVIEW

SCOTTSHBORO BOY

By HAYWOOD PATTERSON
N March 25th, 1931 a group of white boys E:hd a fight with a group of

negro b

5, as they hoboed their way on a

eight train across the state of

Alabama, U.5.A. The white boys were torced off the train. Out of revenge,
it would appear, the white boys reported to the railway officials that the negro
boys had raped two white female hoboes on the train. At the next station nine
negroes were arrested and accused of raping the two white women,

Thus began the notorius Scottsboro
«..-INIQDJL.

Twenty years after no ethical finality
has been reached. In 1937 four of the
Negroes were freed. Between 1944 and
1947 four of the remaining five convicts
were let out on parole, though three of
them have been taken in again as parole
violators, In 1948 Haywood Patterson,
ncver pardoned, never paroled, escaped
from prison and is still ac large. One of
the boys is still in prison and there is a
warrant out for the arrest of another.

It is an unbelievable story of miscar-
riage of justice only because the ac-
rused hndl black skins.

The book under review, however, does
not ' recount the series of trials, mis-trials
and ,7e-trials the nine boys went through,
This ook, written by Haywood Pat-
terson, .TEcounts in astonishing detail the
life of a Negro prisoner in the prisons
of Alabar ¥a — one of the glorious states
of the glor.ious United States of Ameri-
ca.

It iz an al wost incredible tale.

Written in® the uneducated, earthy
slang of a man who never went to school,
who before i nprisonment was unem-
ployed and w. %o, since imprisonment,
has lived sevent ten years with the sedi-
ment n-f southe ™ sO0CileELy, I:I"-ﬂ[k and
white, convict ar.d gaoler, the pages of
this book tell dran, ‘atically the brutal, de-
grading, perverted mode of life in the
state prisons,

Ph*}.!r:;:al. savagery' is handed out by
wardens with the sreme brutish saEmfaﬂ:f
tion as Hitler's psych otic guards l‘:'ﬂ]ﬂFEd-
Whips, rifle buts, clubs, hosepipes are
all here. Physical cruelty degenerates
into mental gadism — victimisation of an
individual without cause, confinement
to the *doghouse’ with out cause, the d_l'l"
tiest slave-jobs in the Jfields, in the mill,
in the canning-factory.

Patterson reveals the callous treatment
of the doctors he came: across, who al-
lowed sick convicts to go out to work
in the fields and to their death. Death
in the prisons is a matter of slight con-
cetn to the authorities, according to the
writer, If a convict dies from the neg-
lect of a disease or illness, if he is beat-

en to death, if he is shot ‘while attempt-
ing to escape’, if he is knifed by another
if- he is knifed by another comvict, the
matter is hushed up and there is never
an enquiry,

The writer frankly exposes the sexual
abnormalities that become the normalities
of prison life, the *wolves” and the “gal-
boys’, the jealousy-to-death that springs
up in the rotten prison atmosphere,

Patterson recounts the innumerable
rackets that the wardens and the state
authorities are engaged in, from selling
banned articles to the prisoners to mar-
keting the prison-farm produce on be-
half of private firms. The prisoners, too,
run their own rackets, some of them
honest, as for example the 'shop' that
Patterson runs under the noses of the
guamh. Dope is brought in and ped-

led, prison linen is bartered with out-
siders, knives are fashioned and sold
inside, wild animals caught in the fields
are brought in and sold for foed — the
only eatable meat the men see, “naﬁl

_fnr maggotty-flesh that sickens at sight.

Haywood Patterson in the course of
hiz writing reveals himself to the reader,
I formed an impression that Patterson
was not a good nigger’ — and yet he is
a man with his own kind of integrity.
He is black and through his prison years
he has developed a strong pride in his
own people, a race-loyalty, which —
illogical in the long run as it may be—
springs from the persecution, the intoler-
ance, the contempt that the white people
have for the black. In any case, what-
ever Patterson is today, whatever social
failings there may be, his character is the

roduct of his society, the unnatural,

stial, immoral life of the gaols designed
and administered by the noble whites of
Alabama. '

Penal reform throughout the world
has a long way to go, but in the south-
ern states of America perhaps it has
{:!ﬂius‘t to go. Or would I amend that

t statement if an African convict in
one of our gaols were to write his story?

{Obtainable: Pickwick Bookshop, Kerk
Street, Johannasburg].

mﬂmemem

on “Guardian”

HE National Executive Commit-
tee of the Springbok Legion
records its strongest protest
against the intention of the Gov-
ernment to suppress the Guardian
MNewspaper. We challenge the
Government to go to the Electo-
rate NOW with the many legisla-
tive measures i: II'::; introeduced
purperting to fight communism
Lot which i olfoss: daptive’ the
individual of his democratic rights.

The Legion has always been in
the forefront of the struggle to
preserve and extend the principles
and practices of democracy in
South Africa. It has consistently
taken its stand in defence of these
notwithstanding the nature of the
attack and the source whence it
has come.

As Ex-service men and women
who fought in a world war for the
maintenance of these principles it
is our privilege and obligation, no
less than that of any other sec-
tien of the community, to defend
them now that they are jecpard-
ised by the Government's imgﬁed
intention to ban the "Guardian.”

Mot only is this proposed action
an attack on the freedom of the
Frn: but it is an attack on the
reedom of the individual — his
right to hear all sides and to for-
mulate opin‘ons for himself on the
basis of what he reads. It is an at-
tempt on the part of the Govern-
ment to control the thinking of the
individual. In addition the method
hl{fwhi:h this is to be done is in it-
self a violation of democratic prac-
tice. It is an abrogation of the
rule of law and the right of the
accused to a fair trial in the courts
of the land with the protection of
the procedures of accepted legal
practice.

We challenge the Government
toe go to the Electorate now,
either in a General Election or by
means of a referendum such as was
carried out in Australia.
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Brifish Polif
[ish Poiifics . . .
(Continued from page 11.)

In general, class feeling .in Britain is
still very strong — I mean the feeling
that "a gentleman™ is the natural su-
perior of the working man, and it is this
that persuades many workers to vote
Tory dﬂ&dp:[te: the fact that they have been
benefited by the Labour regime. Indeed,
there are several million workers who
must vote Tory at every general elec-
tion. Again ,it is partly this feeling that
keeps many workers out of the trade
- unions (plus a disinclination to part with
the weekly tanner in suba.). There are
probably no industries in Britain that
are 100 per cent, organised, while of a
labour force of about 20 million, only
about 12 million belong to unions.

Ancther factor that makes British
workers more conservative than those
of the Continent is the fact that they
really do enjoy a much higher standard
of living, as a result of the very low
standard of living of the Asiatics and
Africans who inhabit the colonial em-
pire and whose products produce most
of the dollars of the Sterling area, And
that gives us a foresight of the future.
With the disintegration of the colonial
empire and the industrialisation of the
backward areas, Britain is losing the mo-
nopoly which she has enjoyed there for
so long. With trade with Eastern Europe
and China virtually paralysed, British

industrialists and bankers will feel ever

more keenly the competition of their
‘American, German and Japanese coun-
terparts and it is inevitable, in these cir-
cumstances, that British standards of liv-
ing will fall and that the workers will be
driven to seek more radical remedies for

their problems.

Meanwhile, Mr. Churchill has the
gloomy prospect of leading the country
either into depression or war, a choice
that will be decided not in London but
in Washington. In either event, class
antagonisms will undoubtedly be aggra-
vated, the Labour movement will be
forced to the left and the Conservatives
to the right, with results that I shall not
attempt to predict but which will, in any
event, be highly interesting. Political
forces in Britain appear to develop slow-
ly, but these slow movements are genera-
ted by forces of tremendous power
which, finally, will be quite ruthless in
the way they dea] with one another,

DISASTROUS MONTH,

month of October has been an un-
fortunate one for Labour in Eng-
land and here in South Africa, Neither
the defeat of the Labour Party at the
hands of the Tories in England nor the
complete rout of its local counterpart in
the Johannesburg Municipal elections
was wholly unexpected, yet the results
are very depressing indeed.

The thing is that in this modern world
the ever-increasing tendency is for peo-
ple to pick sides, and the party that is
sitting on the fence or is in the middle
of the road hasn"t an earthly chance.
Not only is the moderate not an inspir-
ing political specimen, but he is becom-
ing more and more undesirable to the
voters of the twenticth century.

The reason for this is not hard to
find. An individual or party who per-
sists in acting like a referee, who takes
a little from the “haves™ and gives a
little to the “have nots”, will infuriate
both sides, who will feel the justice of
their claims is being slighted. Labour
Party would do well to remember that
people pay to see the combatants, not the
referee! '

LET HIM BELONG.

At the El Alamein demonstration a
few weeks ago, | was speaking to an ex-
S.AAF. buddy of mine, who told me
that altlough he had been active in the
Torch Commando in Pietersburg, he had,
since coming to Johannesburg, stopped
taking an active interest in that organi-
sation, because, as he put it, “there are
enough people here without me."

[ think the leaders of the Torch Com-
mando should take careful cognisance of
such an attitude, because it represents
a big organisational question-mark, All
members of the Torch Commando, or
any other body for that matter, should
always be made to feel that they belong,
not by a few clarion calls at a time of
crisis but by being given an active job
to do, even if it is only to lick stamps.
Each rank and file member should re-
gard himself as a link in the chain, other-

ODDS AND ENDS

I. — VIC EDDY

)

wise (especially
W.V.T.C.), the sentiments which
caused him to join in the first place will
evaporate and he will drift out. And it
will be doubly difficult to win him back
a second time,

THE BAN-NER.

When Shakespeare (or Bacon if you
feel that way) said “Man, proud man,
dressed in a little brief authority, plays
such fantastic tricks before high heaven
as makes the angels weep”, he must have
been thinking of people like Mr, C. R.
Swart,

As Minister of Justice, Mr. Swart
must have found time hanging heavy on
his hands, since the soul-satisfying days
of the Session, so he has decided to go
on a banning spree.

The "Guardian™ newspaper has been
notified that a secret 2-Man Commis-
sion, hand-picked by the Minister, has
seen no reason why it should not be
banned. It is now up to this paper, which
has been in existence for about fifteen
years, to show reason why it should not
be banned.

This case, which for lawyers may pre-
sent nice legal arguments during those
long winter evenings, carries for you and
me just a most unpalatable savour of op-
pression. Yes, the angels may weep at
the fantastic antics of Minister Swart
and his colleagues, but it is up to us,
the people, to make their brief authority
briefer,

e ——" _

LOOK
for the
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ETTER ON - PEACE

Cape Town.
Dear Sir,

I've read vyour articles and leaflet
about the Five Power Pact. In general
I'm in favour of any mowve which will
serve to strengthen peace and weaken
the chances of war. I don’t mind whether
peace-moves come from the Russian or
our side. For that reason I am inclined
to support the Petition to the 5.A. Gov-
ernment to use its influence to bring
about a meeting of the Big Five with a
view to thz signing of a Pact of Peace.

But I have this query. Does not this
campaign have the effect of by-passing

the United Nations? Surely U.N. is the -

organisation through which a Pact of
Peace should be brought about? I thought
the Legion wanted to strengthen the
pmtiq-e and effectiveness of the U.N.
What's your answer?
Yours faithfully,
H. McN.

East London,

OUR. REPLY.
Dear Friend,

Thank you for asking so pertinent a

jon. The World Peace Council has

adopted the device of the petition in
favour of a Five Pcruu;f Peace Pact with
the prima T ensuring peace
and ;:uil:h chmmpnmm Hfﬂﬂﬂdr}'
purpose of strengthening the UN.

They fear that, just as happened with
the League of Nations disastrously, the
United Nations is being split nto op-
posing Big Power blocs. For instance,
- Britain can command a number of votes

— not on the soundness of the proposal
mm hand, but because of extraneous and
irrelevant considerations, such as finan-
cial tie-ups, trade agreements, etc., Rus-

sia can command a number of votes,

America can command a number of
votes, which means that UMN. does not
honestly reflect the genuine wishes of
fifty odd independent mations, let alone
the wishes of the peoples of the world.

For instance, if it were not for this
splitting into blocs, UN. could certain-
ly not giuwt failed to agree to ¢ disar-
mament plan, to an Atomic Energy Con-
trol Plan. What's more important, they
would have been able to PREVENT the
outbreak of war in Kovea, This unhappy
bloc-system, therefore, stultifies the main
purpose of UN. and stifles the will of
the people for peace.

Another point: again because of bloc-
voting — though not so solid on this
question — UM, still recognises the ex-
posed, corrupt and finished Chiang Kai
Shek régime and refuses to recognise the
new Igm::mmem of 480,000,000 Chinese
people. If China was regarded during
the war as one of the Big Five, then a
Peace Pact without her today would be
pointless, Since, however, UN. does not
recognise the new China, the Peace Peti-
tion must organise outside of it.

It is believed that, if a Pact for Peace
was signed by the Big Five, its imme-
diate effect would be to restore UN. to
its former authority. We would rapidly
see all sorts of splendid decisions being
gn-:d to in the Security Council and the

eneral Assembly.

Yours fraternally,

MASEMOIGELL

MirALt

THE FASHIONABLE MATERNITY DRESS
Obtainable at All Leading Retailers.
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The film industry in Britain s
in wurgent wneed of writers and
directors who know their jobs and can
make films forcefully, concisely and en-
tertainingly. “White Corridors”, made
by a young British divector, Pat Jack-
son, is a heartening indication that we
do not have to rely on the occasional
films of Thorold Dickenson and Carol
Read for these qualities.

The film covers a few eventful days
in the lives of some of the patients and
staff of an English provincial hospital.
Events revolve in particular round Dr,
Marriner, a research pathologist working
on a mew serum, and his relationship
with Dr, Sophie Dean, and the case of a
child, Tommy Briggs. Slightly less promi-
nent are several characters, including the
irresponsible young house surgeon; his
father, a surgeon himself. who breaks
down in the middle of an operation due
to shock at his son's m:gliﬁ:ﬂce.‘ the
voung probation nurse who is having dif-
ficulty in adapting herself to hospital
IiIft:dnEH}Id t;tﬁe staff nurse who has been
jilte e young surgeon.

Several other cimm dre brought
into sharp focus and it is inevitable that
the film becomes a little episodic —
indeed its whole construction accepts this
form of narration. All the more praise
to Pat Jackson for achieving such clarity
and polish. His cutting is quite miracu-
lous — mome of the many scenes is left
a second too lomg, but each achieves
the maximum in detail and dramatic
effect. Performances throughout are ex-

cellent. Let us hope that Jackson's style
- and technical ability will now be given
more worthy material.
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UY ROUTH is a slow speafer . . .

well, fairly slow, but the speed of
his speech 15 in inverse ratio to the celen-
ty and lucidity of his thinking. Ile usual
ly manages to see the reason bel:md the
reason, the motive behind the motive,
the contradiction behind the cowtradic:
tion . . . very valuable in debute and
analysis, a little disconcerting for us slow-
er thinkers!

Borm on the West Rand in 1916, Guy
graduated with a B. Com, degree al
Wits. University. He served throughout
the war and was an early member of
the Legion. After demobilisation, he was
elected to the National Executive Com-
mittee of the Legion and was for a long
time the chairman of the Publicity Com-
mittee. Three vears ago he went to Eng-
land and whilst there was the Legion's
Representative. In that capacity he at-
tended Ex-service International Confer-
ences in Paris during 1948 and 1950

In London Dr. Routh was the Head
of the Research Department of a big
Civil Service Union. He was appointed
to a Departmental Committee on Post
Office Statistics. When he takes to writ-
ing — as he does for a number of maga-

zines — he chooses the field of econo-
mics. In this field he is regarded as an
expert on Cost-of-Living Indexes. In fact,
he was partly responsible for the appoint-
ment of a committee to revise the British
Retail Price Index.

Cuy studied economics at the London
School of Economics, where he received
his doctorate of philosophy.

Confidentially Guy also sings and
acts — perhaps his fimest performance
on the stage was when, in a Bernard
Shaw wmake-up and beard, he played
opposite Gwen Ffrangcon Davies n
Shaw's “Major Barbara.” He is the
father of two bouncing boys and a girl
— the latter, ome assumes, doesn't
bounce. He finds time to do some gar-
dening and housework. After three years
in England he is — according to his
wife, Thelma — really quite good at
housework — for a man!

Guy's message to Legionnaives 1s:
Coming back to South Africa after three
years in the heartening hurly-burly of
British politics, it is easy to give way
to a mood of depression — not only be-
cause of Nationalist politics, but also be-
cause we ordinary South Africans who
have decent feelings of justice and hu-
manity m our hearts are so timid and
inarticulate. But I came back to the
Legion and am grateful for its existence.
The Legion is one of the very few forces
in the country that prevent ome from
giving way to despair.

Our duty is clear: to work for the
Legion and make the inherent rightness
of its policies be felt throughout the

country,
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