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CONSCIENCE AND SELF-INTEREST

'I‘HE attitude of a State to its citizens

and the attitude of citizens to each
other can be assessed at any given
mcment by an examination of the de-
gree of liberty enjoyed by the citizens.
Where the indiviJual': personal liberty
is great, the assessor can be sure that
‘the dignity and worth of the human
person’, each and every one, is the
guiding consideration in all corporate
affairs.

In such a country the assessor will
find parliamentary laws that are de-
signed to benefit the people as a whole
and not just cne section: he will find a
high standard of education and health:
harmonious industrial relations and ece-
nomic prosperity. Above all he will dis-
cern in the men and women around him
an indefinable happiness, springing
from a sense of personal security.

Personal security in furn, he will find,
rests on an absence of corroding anxiety
over tomorrow's bread and tomorrow's
freedom to remain outside the prison
gates.

But if he finds a pervading joyless-
ness, a look of hardness and suspicion
on people's faces, he will uncover a
lack of personal security, a fear of un-
just oppression and a fear of tomor-
row's starvation.

What will the assessor find in South
Africa? And why?

It is significant that most Seuth Af-
ricans had no understanding or know-
ledge of the terms "'Civil Rights', 'De-
mocratic Freedoms' and 'Human
Rights' until recent years. And yet two
hundred and ﬁH?( ears ago citizens in
the Cape were fighting to obtain from
the Governor the right to sell their cat-
tle on the open market. A hundred and
twenty-five years ago men in Cape
Town defied government attempts to
prevent the establishment of a free

press. More than fo ears ago Cape
delegates to the Hr:}ri:nal Cunmni'ign
fought to preserve the vote for the
couniry’s non-white population.

Thirty years ago white miners stood
up to the State's machine guns in their
determination to enforce the payment
of a living-wage.

Twenty years ago Africans died in an
attempt to achieve the freedom to move
about in the country without let or
hindrance.

But of our history we are ignorant
and the reason is clear to ses. White
South Africans have not dared to be-
come conscious of their civil liberties
because they have been enjoyed on
at the expense of non-white South Af-
ricans. It was possible for the white
man to enjoy freedom of speech, of
mavement, nfy organisation, of collective
bargaining because these freedoms were
denied the black man. Had there been
at any time a prospect that both white
and black would combine to struggle
for an extension of civil liberties TO
ALL MEN, the rulers would without
hesitation have snatched away the free-
doms the white man had.

Today with the civil rights of Eure-
peans threatened, diluted and destroy-
ed, we are becoming conscious that
civil liberties are our only defence
against tyranny. We realise that without
them we lose 'the dignity and worth' of
our human persons, We become less
than ourselves, ciphers, pawns, helots.

And as that consciousness grows, at
last we get a glimmering of iE& mean-
ing of the word 'democracy’. With a
gasp of fear we begin to value what
we are in danger of losing.

Painfully we admit that, loving the
‘free life' as we do, we must fight the
Oppressors would ensure their own
advantage at our expense.

Then reluctantly we become aware
of the inescapable truth that the liber-
ties we want to win back will always
be in jecpardy until ALL the citizens
stand shoulder to shoulder against the
marauders . . . unfil all citizens, white
and coloured, enjoy and value the per-
sunal freedoms that are the mark of
adult pecple.

And there lies the rub.

We dodge the twist and the truth:
we temporise, rationalise and make
excuses. Dare we grant civil, economic
and political liberties to the Africans,
the Indians, the Coloureds? Is the price
of guaranteeing our own liberties too
great?

The inexorable truth stands firm:
liberty is indivisible: a house divided
against itself must fall: wnity s
strength,

Teday Mon-European South Africans
are about to open their campaign to
win bI. passive resistance the Fr:a:i-:urm
for which men have fought and died
through the years. Their action chal
lenges the conscience of every honest
and fearless European citizen.

Is your conscience calm and still when
you see the signs, the appalling signs
of oppression and hrannrgaHﬂ'a you
so hardened your heart that it is no
lenger disturbed by injustice and in-
humanity? Ex-servicemen and women
who recall the bitter reality of the war
that was fought against tyranny and the
degradation of man can never have
quiet consciences while their work is in-
complete.

From Legionnaires, from South Afri-
cans who prize freedom above all
things, sympathy and understanding
must go out to the MNon-Europeans in
their demands for liberty,

Self-interest, no less than conscience,
commands us.
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YOU’RETELLING US €

Lellens lo the Edilor

a1st April, 1952,
The Editor,
“Fighting Talk".
Dear Sir,

I would like to congratulate the
Legion for sticking to its guns. It's so
easy these days to find your ideas chang-
ing without realising it.

I have just had to move into a new
house in the general cleanup I
Came aCross some “Pighting Talks".
In the December 1947 issue, was
a report of a special meeting which
makes it plain that the Legion's attitude
to political and race questions have not
deviated in the last four years. I won-
der how many organisations and indivi-
duals can say the same.

Personally I find it by no means easy
to decide who is in the right in the In-
ternational squabbles, and I welcome the
articles in “Fighting Talk™ on Peace —
they have a wery different point of
view to our local papers.

I have one criticism. The magazine
appears at varying dates each month,
and quite often advertise events which
are already past.

I enclose my new address.

Yours,
J. WORMAN.

*_...
The Editor, .
“Fighting Talk.™
Dear Sir,

Will you please send a copy of the
February, 1952 “Pighting Talk™ to the
six addresses attached. Enclosed find
3/- in stamps as my contribution to
spreading the “gospel of goodwill”!

Though I feel the Western Demo-
cracies are all you say, I find myself in
agreement with HH., and his attitude
to Russian Communism.

‘Iifﬁmemﬂcjii;bemﬂictngheﬂ
and t and hope 1
Legion isn't being "had’ as a mpcﬁr for
the Deep, not hiing the Dewil!

“Fighting Talk™ is so convenient to
hold and read, I feel it should be sent
as much as possible to people outside
the fold, if its pmpagans: is to be at
all effectual. Unfortunately I cannot af-
ford to send it to all the members of

the Torch Commando, but it would be
a good thing to do, if funds permitted.
Give them a jolt.

In the article “"The First Signs of
Struggle” the writer says that we must
acquaint ourselves with the truth of the
racial situation in our country: that this
will involve among other things ‘an ap-
plication of Christian principles’. I
would say not only Christian: principles
but something more that Marcus Aure-
lius talks of :

‘Treat as befits a man endowed
with reason — that is magnanimously
and nobly =— the animals that are not
so endowed, and indeed all creatures
whatever that can feel but have no

reason, But other men — since they are
endowed with reason — treat, with
friendly affection.

And Awvrelius is more practical in
that he says frankly:

‘Nobody gets tired of seeking his
own advantage. But doing so res
an activity which is na . Never
get tired then of seeking thine own
advantage, provided thou procurest
thus the advantage of others also.
Simple, isn't it?

But I dont quite know what the
Legion will do, once Malan’s *Christian-
ity’ has started the trouble. | personally
—Ifear—will feel like going to LEmund
like a hunted fox, I don’t E‘Im e idea
of being trapped by hoads of righteous-
ly enraged Coloureds and Bantus
any more than I like the idea of being
imprisoned by hoards of unrighteously
enraged Afrikaner nationalists, but I am
afraid the latter will be more likely as
at the moment they have the guns and
the power. What the devil can the
Springbok Legion do but keep on jump-
in%inmarig]m—thatiammytht
left’ — direction and ing to in-
fluence the Torch Commande to do the
same?

The should I suppose get all
th> rest of the enlightened whites to re-
sist passively with the Coloureds and
Bantus and refuse to carry on the work
of the country, I don't h
think the white will be martyrs enoug

to do this, as the advantage to ourselves
in the short policy outweighs the ad-
vantage to mankind in general.
Yours etc.,
(Miss) F. E. POCOCK.
Muizenberg.

(One or two of the points raised by
Miss Pocock will be dealt with in next
month's issue.—Editor.).

Legion Statement
on
Monopolies Bill -
\A\/HILE the Springbok Legion is

oppesed to monopolies in
so far as they tend to drive up
prices and profits at the expense
of the consumer, it objects to the
Monopolies Bill now before Parlia-
ment because it bears the totali-
tarian stamp of nearly all Nation-
alist legislation.

The Bill seeks to .give discretion
to the Minister concerned to call
almost anything he pleases a mo-
nopoly and, having done so, to
exercise a degree of control over
it previously reserved to the police
in cases of fraud or illegal enter-

prises.

In the case of human beings,
whom the Government would de-
stroy they first call Communist: in
the case of businesses, they will
call them monopolies.

We believe that there are many
monopolies in South Africa inimic-
al to the welfare of the country.
Some are operated by the Gov-
ernment in the interests of certain
sections of the electorate; others
are run by private corporations.
In neither case do we believe that
the machinery of the bill is cap-
able of dealing with the problem.
The assumption of enormous pow-
ers by people as violently reaction-
ary and partisan as Mationalist
cabinet ministers is to be feared
and resisted in this context no less

than in its others.
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Johannesburg Branch

Annual General Meeting

_ AT the Annual General Meeting of

the Johannesburg Branch of the
Springbok Legion, held in the Library
Lecture Room on Monday, 17th March,
the following were elected to serve on
the Johannesburg Branch Executive
Committee during the coming year:
Chairman, Mr. J. Slovo; Secretary, Mr.
B. Fehler; Committee Members, Mrs. R.
Hodgson, Miss G. Richter, Messrs. H.
Friedland, A. H. R. Rubin, G. Macken-
zie, M, Schlachter, Dr. P. Cohen,

Mesis, B, Areustein, 1. Heyman, A. I+

rael, L. Bernstein, D. H. Giddy, and
R. Cousins, -

Besolutions were adopted re-affirming
the Springbok Legion's determination to
work for the maintenance of world peace
and condemning the re-armament of
Western Germany and Japan.

Several resclutions dealt with the ur-
gent need for an immediate housing
scheme. Non-European housing in Jo-
hannesburg was the subjéct of one reso-

lution.

A statement of policy on South Afri-
can affairs dealt particularly with the
rights of Non-Europeans, After exposing
the fascist nature of the Nationalist

Government and = warning that the

Native Laws Amendment Act “accentu-
ates the oppression of the Non-European

peoples of South Africa™ and further

undermines the rule of law, the resolu-
tion continues:—

“Conference warns the European
electorate and the political opposition
to the Nationalist Government  that
the undemocratic attacks against the
politically voiceless section of the

communmity is-only a prelude to the .

dimunition of the political rights of
all opponents of fascim,

“Conference notes with regret that
the majority of political parties and
organisations which professed opposi-
tion to the Nationalist Government,
have during the past year, failed to
make a maximum contribution in the
struggle against nationalist reaction
because of their readiness, in the in-
terests of superficial political tactics,
to pander to the atmosphere of racial
hatred and fear which has been crea-
ted by the Nationalist Government.

“Conference is of the opinion that
a disregard by the European political
opposition of the rights of the Non-
European people and of the contribu-
tion which the latter can make in the
fight for democracy, can only lead
to the piecemeal annihilation of the
democratic forces and the final con-
solidation of fascism in South Africa.”

SUPPORT
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A.N.C. REPLIES
TO MR. STRAUSS

SH ppeal made by Mr. J. &. N.
Strnuu. leader of the United Par-
ty, to the pecple of South Africa,
rumalla_.r the Mon-Eurcpeans, for l:I-

| during the Van Riebeeck Ce
hnn:, disappoints reasonable npaeh-

ards the a.lnful and unsuc-
uﬁuﬁ?gau P over the

paatmntur-jrtuatmn wﬂmm_
the different sections of our population.
It takes no account of the barbarous
acts contained in recent legislation of
the Government which has destroyed
our civil liberties and outraged the con-
science of mankind. It ignores the -his-
torical distortions contained in the Van
Riebeeck floats which are an affront and
humiliation to our people. It st ‘ﬁ:
tises as unwise and precipitate consi
dmmumtaﬂkmbytheh:ghnmm::ih
organisations as the last
resort and only after all else has failed.

INHERENT RIGHTS.

Recognition of our inherent claims for
fundamental human rights is the r.-nl:
codwill in South J'ﬂnu An approac
undation for freedom, |m'l1=| and
which refuses to face squarely crucial
issues does no credit to white statesman-

ship in South Africa.
e are pleased to learn, even from
where realism and statesman-
ip seem to be at a low ebb, that there
are European fﬁmﬂuwhmmmnfnt
mrhappﬁwuandwtll-bmxgmrﬂl

%gﬁ

It is noted that the leader
appeals to htih: Hﬁ ];;lymutu
aggravate t irresponsible
utterances. It is further noted that an
aﬂpmliumadctﬂt}mpmpkanfﬂmth

rica for greater unity through greater
understanding. Having regard to the
aforegoing the African people might be
excused if they distern in this statement
an appeal to the white le for unity
at their expense. We re to allow our-
selves to be distracted from the forth-
coming campaign for the defiance of the
unjust laws by declarations which sound
attractive but which might lead to a wor-
sening of the condition of our people.

‘W, M. SISULU,
Smmnmml. African National
Congress.
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SO YOU

Dﬂ' you want to produce a play?

You de? THEN YOU MUST BE MAD IN THE HEAD!

Why? Well, I'll tell you.

It's like this. If you want to produce a play, then you've first got to find
the play. Oh yes! that's easy, very sasy! You naturally look for a Elny that is

strong, whether it's a comedy or a serious E{:y. You want good ¢
tion, don't you? and as small a cast as possi

aracterisa-
and certainly only one set. And

preferably not a costume play, because costumes are a heck of an additional
worry and cost the earth. Oh! and the play must have "SOCIAL SIGNIFIC-

ANCE", of course.

So you start looking. And you find
that all the plays that meet your re-
quirements have been done in the past
twelve months by other companies or else
the rights aren’t available or the rights
are too expensive. And then you find a
good “piece of theatre’, but its political
or social message is terribly reactionary,
s0 you drop it quickly. Ah! but what
about this one? Just the thing . . . until
you learn that the film is showing at the
Metro just to coincide with your open-
ing night! Blast!

YOU START CASTING.

However, at last you remember a
play or somebody sugpests a play, which
13 pretty nearly right up your street. So
you settle down to casting. You have a
fairly clear picture in your mind of how
the different characters should look, their
age, colouring, the women's “built-up
areas”, quality of their voices, normal
personalities, height, figure and so on.
Bur can you find in the whole of Af-
rica a fair-headed woman, about 30
years old, charming, tolerably :all, re-
fued wvoice, obviously cultured, wirth a
generous bust? No, you can't! And is
there 2 modest, rich-voiced, dark-haired,
mzture man of 4o odd? Not a sausaps!

But you change your conception a bit
and take gladly a dark-haired woman and
a fair-haired man and a girl of 25 to
play an old woman of 68 and a stripling
of a youth to play a ‘tough’ . . . and
you've cast the play. Marvellous!

Now, where shall we rehearse and
can you all come on Tuesdays, Wednes-
days, Fridays, Saturday afternoons and
all day Sundays for the next four weeks?
Oh you can’t, because on Thursdays
you have a French class and on Sundays
you take your Mum to sec her Mum,
who lives fifteen miles out in the coun-
try. Pity. And you can come, but you've
gc¢ no transport. And you can come
except on  Saturday fortnight, when

your sister is getting marnicd and you're
chief bdesmad. Well, well, you sort
all that out and pet down to rehearsals
good and proper.

WHO'LL BUILD THE SET?

In the meantime, you've asked some-
body to design the sct and really it looks
just right, most appropriate. But now

WANT TO PRODUCE A PLAY?

yuu've got to find someone to build the
ser and a place where the construction
can take place and where the sct can
bz stored until you can move into the
theatre. Perhaps the Flysprite Spray
Co., will let you usc some of their fac-
tery space, but they've none to sparc.
Perhaps Irma’s mother will let you use
their sccond garage, but Uncle Herbert
15 coming up from Kimberley with his
car. 5o finally, you get an empty build-
cz’s shed four miles out of town, but it
doesn’t cost you anything. So that's that!

And then the women start agitating
abcut their clothes. What shall they
wear? they haven’t a rag to put on their
backs and they want to look mudly glam-
orous and can Jessic wear this tangerine
numher and can Valerie this crimson?

[Continued on nest page]

Frances Shrand a3 Hurlllr and Michasl Drin st ths Senator in tha ﬂ::d,pf Town p,ﬁdu{ﬂuﬂ
af "Dllp Ars Thae Rooh.”
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(Continued from previous paga)

Mo, they can't! But with tact and
patience and a good deal of borrowing
acd lending and getting one or two
nice models from a generous factory,
you get the girls dressed, at which

the men think they should have blue
suits, which they haven't got or tropical
suits which they haven't got or green
flznnels which they haven't got, but fin-
ally they're dressed too.

Everything going marvellously, isnt
it? (You nmotice a couple of grey hairs
this morning, which you hadn’t seen be-

fore).

And the rehearsals are going along
very interestingly, except isn't it funny
that Robert always sticks over the words
in his Act Il speech and Sonia can’t get
a natural-sounding laugh out of her lar-
ynx to save her soul. And why are Ed-
ward’s hands so weak-looking and can’t
Jessie relax her body instead of looking
as if she'd got a poker up her jumper?

PUBLICITY.

Good heavens! you suddenly remem-
ber publicity. Somebody must write up
scme ullage and take to the newspapers
anc the photographer must be called in

PLAY PRODUCTION IN CAPE
TOWN.

WANT to thank very sincerely
| Legionnaires in Cape Town who
worked for the success of the pre-
sentation of "Deep are the Roots."
The arducus and #ricky work of
:-::;fﬁué rmlriug;r "I'I'EI hliln R:‘Inl:

an Eppel, Ron Eppel, Ralp
Lever, Max Kalley, Tony Jenner,
Wulf Kodesh and W. Herzberg.

In addition Stan Eppel made
| himself responsible for the distri-

bution of posters and leaflets ad-
vertising our successful one-night
stand at Muizenberg.

It was a pleasure to renew ac-
quaintance with so many Legion-
naires who came backstage after
the performance or who found
time to give me a late cup of cof-
fee or a mid-morning cup of tea.

To you all — a hearty thank-
you!
CECIL WILLIAMS.

David de Keyier and Peggy Arscott as Brett and Mevvy in the Cape Town production of
"Desp Are The Roots."”

and somebody must concoct the adwver-
tisements for the daily papers and shall
you have a ‘gala premiere’ and what
about the printing of the tickets and
who's going to do the booking and who's
gulr‘:lg to distribute the window-cards?
And, marvellous again, it all gets done.

(Funny about the grey hairs . . there's
quite a cluster of them now.)

And then your stage-manager, a lamb
of a girl, really keen and hardworking,
say: E:dn't we better start getting the
furniture and the props, because it's a
?md thing to get that all lined up as ear-
y as possible. So you take time off and
start touring the town for a simple, ele-
gant settee and a couple of nice-looking
chairs and two silk lampshades and a
carpet and a couple of pictures, not much
really. And you discover that nobody in
the continent has the sort of settee you
want and the pictures that are easily
available are atrocious and cheap-locking
and you finally lend your own precious
carpet and pray fervently that no one
will set fire to it.

PROPS PROPS PROPS.

Furniture emporia, antique shops,
second-hand shops and junk-shops you
ges to know like the back of your girl-

friend’s hand and you've developed a
permanent propitiating, almost obsequi-
ous grin . . . but the articles get them-
selves ticked off the list. But what a
job to get a pair of handcuffs and re-
volvers that really go off and the forms
you sign to borrow a telephone!

So you sit down one night with the
electrician — and what do you know
abcut stage-lighting anyway? And you
work out a lighting plot, remembering
that you heard someone say you musn't
h:ve the walls a blaze of light . . . the
lighting must be concentrated on the
*working® area: and you wonder whether
faces will be at all visible during the
third act dim-out.

And slowly the people are booking
their seats for the opening night and
the following Saturday night, but no-
body wants to come on the interveni
week-nights. (Your temples now Tcr::-Lﬁ
quite frosted.)

OPENING NIGHT.

Until at last comes your opening
might and you pretend to be cheerful
anc optimistic and not at all worried
about the eritics and the audience in
general and the lighting and whether

[Continued on pags 11)
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= MILLERS UNITED

McPHAIL | MOTORS
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WHOLESALE FACTORS TO THE
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DIE LEGENDE VAN DIE
BLANKE BESKAWING

is genceg vir enige politikus in Suid-Afrika om homself voor te doen as

IT
D die beskermer van die Blanke Beskawing, om hom

linge te verseker.

Onder hierdie voorwendsel verbloem
persone in regerings hulle onbekwaam-
heid, soek opportuniste roem en mag, en
namate die gekleurde groepe daarop aan-
dring dat hulle ook die reg het om be-
skaaf genoem te word, vorm dit 'n al
hoe beter gebaande weg vir dié wat soek
na faam en mag op politicke gebied.

In werklikheid is dit 'n blote legende,
dic uitbuiting waarvan politicke oneer-
likheid op sy is, Die groot mate "
van sukses wat daarmee behaal word is
alleenlik te wyte aan die feit dat die
emosionele vrees wat daar by die blankes
bestaan dat hulle uiteindelik deur die
nie-blankes oorheers sal word, 'n natuur-
like wverskynsel is. Dit is dus die plig
r:.n Fik: politikus in Eujd—ﬂfnﬁah:rm
ngs die weg van gesonde verstand hier-
- die vrees te probeer oorkom om sodoen-
de 'n verhouding tussen blank
en nie-blank te verkry.

Dit is in die eerste plek geheel en al
onlogies om die blanke, m.a.w. die min-
derheidsgroep in Suid-Afrika, die alleen-
Teg op wing toe te s&, veral as ont-

. dat sekere nie-blanke rasse
reeds beskaaf was toe die voorouers van
die Europeaan of blanke nog in grotte
gewoon het.

wikkeling van die land op
gebitd geheel en al buite rekening ge-
aat.

‘N DROOM.

Die ergste van alles is egter dat d
onder die blankes di-gnl:u.?: wrafagln 5:;
hulle deur middel van hardhandige op-
trede ulteindelik hulle droom sal verwe-

en sy party van volge-

senlik, nl. om die nie-blanke vir altyd
op sy plek te hou: 'n plek waarvan nie-
mand enige sekerheid skyn te h& nie,
met die gevolg dat die Politici wat hulle
self oen as die beskermers van die
blanke beskawing deur hulle volgelinge
gedryf word om voortdurend mu-
wing in te dien wat ongeveer di e
uitwerking het as 'n spelde prik. Ons
Woetboek is vol ‘voorbeelde van sulke
wetgewing waarmee ons besig is om
veort te snel op die grootpad na dwin-
gelandy.

ik waar samewerking absoluut
onmoontlik is.

OPLOSSING?

Die tyd het aangebreek vir die
ragse, blank aan die een kant,
E;iamﬂ;andu,nm' il

en n termyn ing te vind;
n ssing wat alleen Mﬂﬁanwurd
as rassegroepe gesamentlik daarna

strewe,
-

According to recent estimates, 300
million human beings — I3 per cent. of
the people on the globs — lost their
lives, their health, their homas, or their
means of [ivelihood during the second
world war.

The number of people who lost their
lives s put st B7 million, including:

I7 million soldiers killed in batile,

4 million clvilian dead,
9 million concentration camp victims,

27 million who died of hunger or

EXpOSUNe.

In addition, 35 million were wounded
or mufilated, 20 million children lost
their parents, and 190 million persons
lost their homes or were forced to leave
thair native land..

From: "Mew Era," organ of the World
Yeterans' Federation.

PRODUCE A PLAY?

[Continued from page 7)

the frail chair in the corner will col-
lapse at a crucial moment and whether
Leslie will *dry up’ as he always does in

- his quarrel with Edward and whether

the tumblers will look like cut-glass and
nce something from the bagaars and
whether the shistol-pot will go off at
the right moment . . . ch no! you're not
worried . . . everything will be fine,
eacept that all you want to do is go
away somewhere, possibly throw-up,
ther have a brandy and go to sleep.
In your heart you are vowing you will
never again submit yourself to this tor-
ture, to challenging the public to approve
of what you can do, to playing the ex-
hibitionist! Never again!

And the curtain goes up and
hear the familiar lines and nothing ﬂ
over, and the lights don’t go out, and
Scnia is playing remarkably well, and
reslly the set looks quite pretty and the
au seems attentive. For a moment
you have a heart attack, but it is only the
atdience laughing at a line, which you
hadn't thought at all funny., And be-
fore you know where you are, the cur-
tain comes down on the first act and the
audience is clapping. Gosh, then you
start to feel genuinely a little of the
confidence which you had previously
been putting on. Hell, man, it's a mar-
vellous game, nothing like it. Did you
hear them clapping?

AT LAST IT'S OVER.
And act two

¥ tu'
wards the end you stand back in a dark
corner in the wings and take a big
deer breath and your chest expands with
ntjlsfiqtim and a wonderful feeling of
erultation sweeps through you. !
isn't it marvellous? the cast . . . you love
them all, they're so talented and what a
glorious play it is, so worthwhile . ., .
and everybody has been so kind and co-
operative. And, after all, you've done
S e
BOCIELY . . . yOu ve made peop
and you've made people feel and you've
made people think.
Now, what play shall I choose for our
next production.
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BRANCH

THREE-IN-ONE.

TI'IE February Three-In-One tock the

form of a symposium on the Indus-
trial Legislation Commission Report.
The attendance was not as good as it has
been in recent months, due partly to
bad weather.

The speakers made it clear that the
Report is most dangerous and is in fact
nothing less than an attack on the Trade
Union Movement in South Africa. Its
recommendations prepare the way for
legislation that will destroy workers’
organisations and enable the Nats, to
Legionnaire, speaking from the floor,
criticised the Trade Union leaders who
are doing so little to meet these attacks.

SPECIAL MEETING.

A meeting has been arranged for the
315t March at which Dr, Y. Dadoo will
explain what is meant by the term, “pas-
sive resistance”, the tactic adopted by
the Non-Buropean MNational Organisa-
tions for their new campaign. The
Legion will shortly have to decide what
its role will be in relation to these organi-
gations in the present phase of their
struggle. This meeting has been arrang-
ed in order that our members may hear
for themselves the reasons which led the
Joint Planning Council of the Non-
European organisations to come to their
decision. The venue of the meeting is
No. 3 Trades Hill, and it is hoped that
Non-European members will attend and
give their point of view when the meet-
iny is thrown open for discussion.

e,
NGBOK-

D Rl TEME

ITEMS

YOTERS' ROLLS.

The campaign run by the Johannes-
burg Branch to enrol voters was most
successful. The Legion manned a table
outside the United Services Club and
succeeded in enrolling many new woters
and correcting the records of people
who had changed their addresses — over
a thousand woters were affected from
our table alone, The United Party had
several tables of their own at warious
points about the town and the joint
effort should materially affect the Elec-
tion results,

The Central, Yeoville, Eastern and
North-Western Groups have all held
meetings at which Jack Hodgson, our
National Secretary has been the speaker,
Attendances were not always good, but
it is profitable to retain this form of
organisation, if only to keep in contact
with those members of whom otherwise
we see little, .

SOCIAL.

Several of our Johannesburg Branch
Committee Members have been very

active recently. Wilf East's wife, Evelyn,
gave birth to a daughter; Trudy Richter
and Josh Brigish are now happily learn-
ing the joys of parenthood and Max
Schlachter married Rose Behr (who has
always been a willing worker for the
Legion). Hearty congratulations are ex-
tended to all of them. No matter how
successful the MNationalists are at thin-
ning the ranks of the progressives with

“fear campaigns”, the steadfast have one -

sure method of preventing our numbers
from dwindling too much, even if we
have to wait eighteen years for the new
recruits to become fully active!

ATTENTION ALL
MEMBERS !

THE attention of all Legiannaires

is drawn to the Ninth Annual
Conference of the Springbok
Legion, which will be held at the
Trades Hall, Kerk Street, Johan-
nesburg, on the 24th and 27th
April, 952,

Whether you are a delegate or
net, we will be very pleased %o
see you in -attendance, since it
hardly needs stressing that our or-
ganisation faces a grim struggle
in the ensuing year — a struggle
which has been made doubly

severe by the set-backs, both eco-

‘nomic and political which this

country is experiencing.

Don't forget the date, time and
place,

Telegraphic and Cable Address:
“PORTERGERM"

DRAPERS AND COMPLETE
OUTFITTERS

HERBERT PORTER

.& CO., LTD.
At the Subway — Germiston.

Phones 51-466 (3 lines) Box 37.
And at Witba S‘l-mv&trlm and

Ma
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VIC EDDY

SOMETHING IS ROTTEN . ..

WHATattrﬂhhuﬂtctiunitism
European outlock that the recent
exposure in the “African Drum" of the
treatment of Native labourers on Bethal
farms evoked in responsible newspapers
the opposite reaction to what might have
been expected in a more civilised coun-
try. That august daily, the ‘S'tar”™, trip
ped over its own editorial feet to get
one of its leading journalists, Mr. John
Bond, out mﬂ?'td:rﬂ“] nnmfa “tuﬂx:: uiil:gu;
spection”, in to refute allega-
tions contiined in the “African Drum.”
I am afraid Mr. Bond made himself
sound quite ridiculous when he wrote
from Bethal: "I see nnthin,g but con-
tented labourers everywhere.” Mr. Bob
Crisp, one-time editor of the “Drum”,
also wrote to the “Star”, but in a some-
what more repugnant form, He hasten-
ed to assure everybody that he had
nothing whatsoever to do with this “po-
litical ¢ e" of the "Drum’s” editorial
icy, and assured us gleefully that the
inister of Mative airs knows that
he, Mr. Crisp, is innocent. However,
the general public, white as well as
black, is somewhat uneasy about labour
conditions on the Bethal farms. After
all, the “Drum's” reporter merely con-
firmed what the Rev, Michael Scott and
others have been saying about Bethal
for years. The Government must realise
once and for all that what is needed here
is not a chorus of “Oohs™ and “Tuts",
but a vigorous and thorough investiga-
tion.

THE POLICE COULD STOP IT.

N common with thousands of other

people, I find it difficult to under-
stand why the state of affairs that exists
at Newclare cannot be brought to a
satisfactory conclusion by the police of
Johannesburg. From the press reports it
is plain that organised Native gangsters
have been terrorizing the inhabitants of
the Western native townships for a long
time, and that only the forceful steps
taken by the Natives themselves have
brought the matter to a head. Surely the

ice were aware of the existence of the
‘Russians” long before today? Our Af-

rican citizens are also taxpayers and are
ﬂi?:ﬂr entitled to police protection
when necessary.

OPEN-AND-SHUTUP,
THE time is fast approaching when Dr.
Malan's ing statements will
shock only the inhabitants of the Little
Karroo and the immediate hills sur-
rounding that area. Fort the Prime Min-
1ster seems to be far more badly-inform-

ed than the average voter. According to

0

e

>

]

DETERMINED
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law can be maintained, and

larger om,
AND FOR THESE ENDS

other as good neighbours, and

security, and

A —

interest, and

THESE AIMS.

To promote social progress and better standards of life in

To practice tolerance and live together in peace with one an-
To unite our strength to maintain international peace and

To ensure, by the acceptance of

of methods, that armed force shall not

To employ international machinery for the promotion of the
economic and social advancement of all peoples,

HAYE RESOLVED TO COMBINE OUR EFFORTS TO ACCOMPLISH

a “Rand Daily Mail" report of the
15/3/32, Dr. Malan, at a meeting in
the bush somewhere, again attacked the
Torch Commando as being a commu-
nist-inspired body and, even more out-
rageous, he accused the Springbok Le-
gion of being non-existent! For his next
birthday present, the National Executive
Committee of the Springbok Legion will
probably send the good doctor a Wit-
watersrand telephone directory with
our number vcircled in red (I
mean blue) pencil. Further, we
should like to entreat the Prime Minis-
ter to read his correspondence in future.
There he will find the letters, usually
of protest, that the Legion is constantly
sending him. We can't stand the
thought of our Prime Minister making
an ﬁ;ﬂf himself every time he opens his
mouth.

u:q:ﬂ-mmtﬁmmcxMﬂﬁ?

A PREAMBLE WORTH REPEATING
UWe, the people o} the
“United “Nations . . .

To save succesding generations from the scourge of war, which
twice in our lifetime has brought untold sorrow to mankind, and

To reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity
and worth of the human person, in the equal rights
women and of nations large and small, and

_ To establish conditions under which justice and respect for the
obligations arising from treaties and other sources of international

of men and

=

tl;inniplﬂs and the institution
used, save in the common

Accordingly, our respective Governments, through representa-
tives assembled in the city of San Francisco, who have exhibited their
full powers found o be in good and due form, have agreed 1o the
present Charter of the United Mations and do hereby establish an
international erganisation to be known as the United Nations.

Preamble to the Charter of the United Nations.

e e e M M e Y M Mo Yo e Y Yo Y Y
e oo o e oo ey o e et T o e e ot e e o o o o e o e
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HITLER’S WAR GOES ON!

AN EXPOSURE OF GERMAN VETERANS ORGANISATIONS

WHILE Lord Montgomery

‘s famous wartime dictum that "the on

ly good

German is a dead German" might have been a suitable slogan for the
Allied armies on the battlefields of World War Il, the programme of annihila-
tion which it suggests could never have constituted a major article in a declara-
tion of allied War Aims. We freely accord the German people the right to
live and to achieve independent nationhood.

But we do most firmly adhere to the
view that one of the most important
cbjectives of any programme for peace
is the prevention of a rebirth — in any
form whatsoever, under any guise what-
soever — of Nazism.

- DUTY BOUND.

it was in this belief that the Spring-
bok Legion felt itself in duty bound to
protest against the ayal in the
recent film of Rommel as an 'adventur-
ous gentleman.' We do not and cannot
accept the view that any General of
Hitler's armies is or was anything but
a murderer and we do insist that the
only good German General is a dead
one.

We are confirmed in this opinion by
a review currently appearing in our con-
temporary, ‘MNew Era’, official organ of
the World Veterans' Federation, of the
character of the German War Veterans-
Organisation, which have emerged in
West Germany since the end of the

ar,

The German war weteran is once
again, "New Era' remarks, r:gardiqg
himself as a political force, potential an
actual. This in itself is no crime. The

Springbok Legion, unltke most of our
br organisations, has always insist-
ed that the ex-serviceman, whose act of
joining up for service in the last war was
pre-eminently an act of political faith,
i5 in duty nd to use his political
power both as an ex-serviceman and as
a citizen.

SINISTER.

In Germany, however, the term ‘po-
litical power’, has a rather sinister con-
notation. The fact is that the vast majori-
ty of German veterans organisations
have fallen under the sway of the most
reactionary neo-MNazi military clique with
the former Generals of the Nazi armies
at their head. Their activities are direct-
ed almost exclusively at the resuscita-
tior of German Mationalism in its most
aggressive, chauvinist form,

ere are, our contemporary reveals,
three Groups of Ex-service Organisa-
t1ons i —

I, {J;Fanisatinm devoted mainly to so-
ci ﬁblems — mainly the question
of soldiers’ pensions:

2. Organisations of former military
comrades, dedicated to the main-

tenance of their organisations’ tradi-

tions:
3. Openly political organisations, set
up for the purpose of influencing

government and public opinion on
political matters, '
Whatever their stated purpose, how
ever, the veterans' organisations in West
Germany are almost without exception
QUASI-FASCIST.

These are at present grouped together
under a wider association called the Ver-
band Deutscher Soldaten, organised by
former Admiral Gottfried Hansen, In-
cluded in this association are numul::l{ic:g

-agi-Fascist organisations, con
thy—amnngﬁdﬂrn—ﬁtnﬂml Bernard
Rzmcke, honorary president of the
“Green Devils”, an organisation of ex-
parachutists: General Hasso von Man-
teuffel, head of the organisations of the
Grossdeutschland Panzer division: Gen-
eral Hans Guderian, expert in tank-war-
fare and former Generals Student and

Hans Friessner.

At a press conference after the
founding of the Yerband Deutscher Sol-
daten Friessner voiced the chant that
has now become familiar to our ears
that ne German officer can be a war
eriminal: that ne honourable German

[Continued on next page)
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soldier could have taken part in the
bomb plot against Hitler in 1944 and
that Hitler's solution of the problems
of Danzig and the Polish Corridor was
the only possible one.

The most revealing fact about most of
these isations, states the article, is
that the vast majority of their members
are fessional ufﬁc:l;u],l m in other
emp t. They are ighly nation-
alistic: all fanatically anti-Soviet. They
pay lip-service to the Bonn government
and Western point of view. They
stress, however, that German participa-
tion in Western Defence is dependent on
the erasing of any reflection on “the
honour of the German soldiers™, which
they consider implicit in the trial of war
criminals.

There can thus be no doubt at all of
the direction in which these crganisa-

tions are driving.

And what is the attitude of the Bonn
gwur;mmt in the face of these develop-
ments

There are, of course, laws on the sta-
tute books prohibiting the formation of
organisations, which make the status of
‘war veteran’ a condition of membership.
(In view of post-World War | exper-
ience, this is quite understandable).

EASILY EVADED.

Nevertheless, the regulations are easi-
ly evaded in the absence of a mmpoli £,
uncompromising  government cy.
Since the regulations can be applied only
to organisations seeking official registra-
tion, it is only necessary to withhold ap-
plication in order to avoid an official
prohibition.

Let it be stressed: the organisations

" mentioned above are organisations of

Generals and other officers of the Nazi
military machine. The aim of their po-
litical activity is the re-establishment of
an elite German army, equipped to car-

DR. MALAN AND WORLD WAR II

T'.HE statement by Dr. Malan to an
© audience at Graafwater, reported
in the press, that, “South Africa had
noc entered the last war on its merits
bur in the interests of England,” is con-
sistent with the war record of the Nat-
ionalist Party, It is in keeping with the
expressed intention of the G}wmlmml
to compensate ex-internees, It squares
with the basically fascist ideology of the
Nztionalist Party manifest in the unde-
mocratic character of the legislation in-
troduced by them since coming to power.

All of these things fit into the pattern
which betrays the Nationalist -
ment for what it is. "I'I'ue.Spmﬁk
Legion has never had any illusions about
it We have constantly from the day we
came into existence tried to make the
country aware of the true character of
the Nationalist Party.

The implication of what Dr, Malan
had to say, however, and the context of
his speech cannot go unchallenged. It
would seem that what he is trying to tell
th: electorate is that South Africa
should have entered the war on the side
of Germany or have remained neutral,
{which in the end is the same thing), in
order to fight communism. Furthermore,
th» only way now of remedying that
*fatal’ mistake in September 1939 is for

us to accept fascism from the National-
ist Party in order to suppress and kill
Communism, which we so lamentably
and ignorantly failed to do in 19390.

We reject this unequivocally, We are
not prepared to accept fascism or to
fight anything anywherc under the lea-
dership of Dr. Malan and his party.

We are conscious of the futility of
expressing our opposition to this state-
ment and to the plan to compensate
ex-internees. The MNationalist Govern-
ment has shown time and again its con-
tempt for the electorate and, in parti-
cular, for the men and women who put
their lives at the of the State
in defence of South Africa. It is not
likely to give heed at this stage to our
protests.

We know, however, that today many
more pecple are alive to what is hap-
pening to our country than was the case
in 1948, The Nationalist Government has
exposed itself for what it is and in the
next Election, together with the rest of
the electorate, we will tell them in un-
mistakable terms that their perverted
ideology can find no permanent home
in South Africa.

ry on where Hitler's defeated armies left
off in 1945.

There is nothing in these isations
to attract the rank-and-file who desire
nothing more desperately than peace and
an opportunity to re-instate Germany in
the comity of civilised nations.

The German Generals must go, for
if they do not the chances for in
the next ten years are slim i :

War Preparations
versus
Peaceful Needs
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