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Our Word

Bring The Pressure
To Bear

HE result of the Appeal Court's de-
cision on the Separate Representa-
tion of Yoters Act is ancient history by
now. A far bigger issue is facing this
country — the threat of the MNationalisi
Government to override the highest
Court in the land for its own political
ends.

Regular readers of "Fighting Talk"
are aware that the Erringbnlt Legion
was one of the pitifully few organisa-
tions which constantly warned the coun-
try of the fascist outlook and tenden-
cies which are a BASIC feature of the
Mationalist Party. There is no other rea-
son for the existence of this party ex-
cept the determination of a small group
to seize control of this country.

In view of this, it is ludicrous indeed
to appeal to the "'sportsmanship" of
Dr. Malan and hiz colleagues; it is alse
quite useless to remind these men of
past pledges, however sacred or en-
trenched.

Mo, there is only one demand that
we can realistically adopt — the Gov-
ernment must go, and go at once! Un-
like the Torch énmmanjn or the United
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F'arhﬁ, we do not expect, even lingering-
ly, the graceful retirement of the Cabi-
net: what we do ewpect is that the
wrath and exasperation of the mass of
South African citizens will FORCE its
overthrow.

There is much the people can do te-
wards this end. Protest marches, strikes,
and civil discbedience form a noble

FOR EMOCRACY !

L

chapter in the history of the struggle
for freedom all over the world, and it
may well be that South Africans will
have to pay a sterner price for their
liberty than they have hitherto been
called upon to pay.

The Springbok Legion pledges itself
and all the resources at its disposal to
the fight for liberty and democracy.

R i

Our Action

LEGION CALLS FOR
ONE-DAY STRIKE,

Believing that the political "truce”
was a grave mistake, the Legion con-
vened a public meeting on the Johan-
nnl:hur? City Hall Steps to break the
“"#ruce”. The speeches delivered dealt
with the "Constitutional Crisis" and the
"Crisis in Race Relations."

Dr. Guy Routh, Acting Mational
Chairman of the Legion, said: "We
teel that conventional methods to get
the Mationalist Party out of power have
failed and.that all employees and em-
ployers who are -against the Govern-
ment should have a one-day strike to
shock the Government into having a

general election to test the will of the
people,”

Mr. Cecil Williams gave some facts on
the Resistance Campaign undertaken by

the Non-European pecple. He stated

that the campaign was directed against
'unjust laws' and not against the Euro-
pean population: that the methods to be
employed were peaceful and that the
MNon-Europeans were not seeking social
and political equality. He warned white
South Africans against the danger that
Dr. Malan would use the Campaign to

scare all voters into accepting Mational-
istic policies.

The speeches were well received by
an enthusiastic audience,
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- THE NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR

CIVIL

By "OBSERVER"

IT is only at a time of crisis, such as we are passing through now, that we become

passionately interested in the question of civil liberties and our rights as
citizens. |t is assential fo realise that if we ignore minor encroachments upon and
diminutions: of our rights we make it easier for the Government to destroy our

basic liberties. It is for this reason that | feel we could learn a
the work of the Mational Council for Civil Liberties in Englan

reat deal from
— a group of

men and women who wage a ceassless struggle against all attacks on civil liber-
ties; be they threats to freedom of speech on a national scale or proposed
restrictions on the right of the inhabitants of a village to continue drawing water
from a well which has been communal throughout the centuries.

The diversity of the Council’'s work
may best be illustrated by this resolu-
tion which was passed at the last An-
nual General M:zeting:—

- 1, This Annual General Meeting,
whilst welcoming certain limited
advances in the field of civil liberty
in_social questions, draws the at-
tention of the citizens of this coun-
iry toi—

(1) Colour discrimination, anti-
semitism, discrimination on the
grounds of sex and political dis-
crimination in the field of em-
ployment, threatening the prin-
ciples of equality of citizenship,
The endangering of freedom
of speech by:

() The growing use of dis-
crimination by owners or
managers of halls which
are normally available for
general public lettings, on
0 S of e o
L e or:
ganisers, the names of the
speakers, or the subject for
discussion.

(2)

(b)
of posters and advertise-
me:tﬂ‘;rs and interference
with open-air meetings.

(c) The barring of foreign de-
legates invited to enter the
country to attend a con-
ference, on the grounds of
the contribution they were
expected to make to the
discussion.

The extent to which bodies

such as the B.B.C., the Board

of Control and the Regional

Ho;Eital Boards are outside the

reach of democratic control and

cannot be checked by Parlia-

© mentary action,

(3)

The growing censorship -

Y "Observer' has recently returned
from Europe, where he made a
close study of civil rights.

It draws particular atteption to
the fact that many of these threats
to civil liberty .operate only in re-
gard to particular areas, to specific
callings or to limited interests and
that, therefore, the full extent of
these restrictions is not clearly seen,

It welcomes the growing willing-
ness to reply to individual dangers
amongst those sections of the popu-
lation who have been confronted
with these attacks, but feels it neces-
sary to note that a democracy can-
not exist without:—

(a) Equality of Citizenship.

(b) Freedom to acquire information
and express opinion.

(c) Democratic control of all r--
sential instruments of govern
' ment and public service.

To implement a resolution such as this
is a herculean task, but one in which
the Council has achisved an enormous
measure of success — through the in-
vestigation of cases, deputations to Par-
liament and local authorities, the lobby-
ina of M.P.'s. public meetings and
wide distribution of pamphlets,

EQUAL PAY

I can give only a few examples of this,
The Council is, for instance, foremost
in the fight for equal pay for women
and in the fight to secure political free-
dom of action for civil servants. It has

had questions asked in the House about

LIBERTIES

firms which have refused to employ
Jews; and has reported to the Home
Secretary cases where non-Europeans
were refused setvice in public houses and
restaurants. It has protested to Dr,
Geyer, the High Commissioner for the
Union of South Africa in the United
Kingdom, against the opening of mail
sent by a British journalist in the Union
to his editor, and has also protested to
the South African Government against

the proposed banning of the newspaper
“The Guardian.™ s

When British subjects, wishing to at-
tend a Youth Festival in Berlin, were ob-
structed by the Americans in Austria,
the Council demanded a Government
inquiry and when this was refused, the
Council itself held a Public Inquiry which
exposed the brutality and cynicism of
the Americans responsible and thowed
up the ineffectiveness of the British Con-

.sul in protecting the rights of British

subjects.

LEGAL ACTION

A dramatic example of the Council in
action is the following, Two days before
a ship was due to dock in an English
port, the Council received a report that
a British subject on board had had to
leave the Dominion of his birth without
a passport, and he did not know whether
he would be allowed to land. The Coun-
cil immediately arranged for him to be
met by one of its Executive Committee
members. a barrister, a friend who would
identify him and a fourth person who
arranged for the party to be given per-
mission to board the ship. This formid-
able deputation interviewed the British
immigration authorities on the ship, re-
minded them of the right of British sub-
jects to land in England and the man
In gquestion was at once permitted to
leave the ship.

A_t the mom-nt, the Council’s most in-
fensiVe campaign i8 in connection with
the detention of Mental Defectives. This
campaign began with the investigation
of a single case and has led the Council
to uncover the scandalous definitions of
Mental Deficiency “which lead to the
indefinite detention of young people
quite fitted for normal life, and the

i {Continued on page 13.)
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N BOODSKAP VAN DIE

AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS ¥

OP 6 April het die Africin National
Congress, bygestaan deur die Suid-
Afrikaanse Indiege Nasionale ]
organisasies van die Kleurlinge en demo-
kratiese Eump:anr., massa-vergaderings
byeengeroep in verskeie dele dwa.mdt:ur
Suid-Afrika. Hierdie demonstrasies sal
ordelik en vreedsaam wees, maar hulle
sl nogtans ons vasberade protes en die
bittere ontevredenheid wat deur ons, die
Nie-Blanke bewvolking, gevoel word teen-
oor die-baie maatre.Els van onderdrukking
en vernedering wat ons verplig word om
te verdra onder die regering van die Na-
sionale Ecnygédﬂi“dit d;s merk die be-
gin van isiplineerde veldtog .waar-
npuun:;rﬂu;;hetumdmhmfmbied
wette
Uit die ondervinding® van die verlede
ken ons al te goed die socorte verdraaide
en nnmlib: pr-u nda wat teen ons
sal vertel
word dat nm li:le:rs wxi:‘:i‘c opstokers” is.
Walse praatjies sal versprei word dat ons
veldtog ,.teen dic Europeane gerig is
en dat dit gl:‘l-!t)lg sal word deur “‘opsto-

tmgm het juis dieselfde soort bangmaak
op onwaathede gebaseer, in

gesien teen die Fakkel Kom-

en ander teenstanders van die

e TRUAT S DIE FEITE? |

Die Bantoe en Indiese Kongrease is
a.lbm langbestaande en verantwoordelike
ies wat reeds, wir lange jare,

betauth en waardige uitdrukking gegee
het aan die eise van hulle volke. Her-

E::lddlk het ons verteenwoordiginge aan
regering om te vra dat die in-
breuke in deTEgu en status van die
Nie-Blanke bevolking 'n end moet kry
— inbreuke wat die Nie-Blanke bevol-
king tot die uiterste grense van hulle ver-
dﬁmgaaa.mlmd gebring het.

Aan al ons proteste en Verteenwoor-
||:|1gl.nge het die teens regering
'n dowe oor gekeer. Dit het maatreél en
maatreél van rasse diskriminasie en on-
derdrukking uitgevoer wat die ellends
van ons & Vererger,

wipartheid” is bewys om te wees,
s008 ons altyd t het, maar 'n oneer-
like slagkreet om die verdere vernede-
ringe van die Nie-Blanke wvolke te ver-
berll'g, en om deur geweld hulle huise en
land van hulle te ontneem.

Ons voel daarvan verseker: dat die
doelwit van die Masionaliste is om ons
te onderdruk tot ons die status van
h.“f“ en slawe in ons geboorteland be-
rai .

Ons het geen stemreg nie. Ons het
geen verteenwoordiging in de Volks-
raad nie, Selfs in die Kaap Knlnnie,
waar die Nie-Blankes totnogtoe 'n be-
perkte stemreg gehad het, word hicrdie
reg deur 'n regering wat bereid
is om die Grondwet en Ger we uit
die weg te skuif teneinde hicrdie regte
van ons te ontneem.

GEEN 'ANDER KEUSE.

In diz toestand het ons gcen ander
keuse as om na vreedsame massa aksie
oor te gaan nie. Ons sal ‘n beroep op ons

MirACLE

ge wette, soos die ,,Group Areas Act”,
Paswette en die poging om die name
a.n die Gekleurd:= stemgeregtiges van
ﬁ:m:m: stemlys weg te neem. -
rdie stryd teen nndardruﬂm
-:url vir 'n h&hr h-ul‘.l:lmi vir ons vol
1raak ons 'n beroep vir die ondersteu-
ning en simpatie van elke inwoner van
ons land, wit of swart, wat die ideale
van "I"I“'fhld demokrasie en regverdig-
heid van waarde ag. Hierdie stryd is
nie afsonderlik nie van die groot bewe-
ing wat nou onder alle dele van die
Eovollunq ontwikkel teen die Malan-re-
gering op hulle pad na diktatorskap.
Die antwoord aan die rassehaat van
die Malaniete is nie meer rassehaat nie,
hetsy dit van die anti-Nie-Blanke soort,
of die anti-Blanke soort is nie. Hierdie
weg het Suid-Afrika tot sy teenswoor-
dige toestand gebring, waar rassehaat tot
'n voorheen ongekende hoogte gegroei
het; waar swart sowel as wit bedrei;
word deur ekonomiese ondergang en
waar die naam Suid-Afrika 'n sinoniem
geword het wvan rassehaat, onderdruk-
king en diktatorskap.
Suid-Afrika is groot genoeg dat al
ons inwoners in vrede en ordentlikheid
saam kan woon, en almal kan deel aan
die vrugte van die land en die een die
ander kan help om die lewe wir almal
makliker te maak.
Ons staan op die vooraand van 'n
groot nnlnnlh isis.
Ons maak.'n beroep op elke ware
Suid-Afrikaner vir sy ondersteuning.
Die dreigende skaduwee van di ator-

skap moet van ons lewens verwyder
word. i

Laat ons 'n viye Suid-Afrika Bou!

[T Y T —
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A STRAIGHT TALK ON THE BUDGET

bv WAGE EARNER

ﬂT the time of writing it has just been anncunced that the price of maize has

been increased by 3/6 to 30/- a bag and the price

54/. a bag.

wheat by 3/7 to

These are staple commodities, affecting in various ways the standard of
living of every single man, woman and child in South Africa. In economic par-
lance, the demand for these products is inelastic. That is to say that the average
man in the lower income groups cannot resolve to counter such price increases
by consuming less, because the commodities made from these products are

basic

parts of our diet. 50 that for the average man the

58 price increases

mean simply that his already overstrained budget is split wide open.

Mow this has a very important bear-
ing on Mr, Havenga’s new budget pro-
posials announced last week. The Nat-
ionalists, you will remember, widely pro-
claimed beforehand that the 1952 Bud-
get would be our anti-inflationary mea-
sure. When, at the end of last year, Dr.
de Kock, the Governor of the Reserve
Bank, reviewed South Africa’s Economic
position, he impressed most strongly up-
on us all the overriding need to check
the dangerous upward spiral of prices.
Hz stated that it would be necessary, in
order to check inflation, to curtail the
amount of money in circulation, to re-
duce the scale of public and private in-
vestment and so relieve the pressure of
demand for all those war materials and
finished products which were in short
supply.

Well, Mr. Havenga has taken Dr. de
Kock's advice. He has, in the first place,
raised the Bank Rate, i.e. the rate of in-
terest vielded by Government and other
first class securities, from 3% to 4 per
cent, This iz calculated to have two re-
sults:

a) W will encourage people to buy
2 securities and thus "drain the mar-
ket of surplus money” and

[b) It will raise the interest which the
business man will have to pay on
money which he borrows to run his
business, thus making enterprise less
profitable and thus reducing the
rate of Industrial expansion in the
Unieon.

There are other measures in Mr. Ha-
venga's budget calculated to reduce the
amount of money in circulation, Firstly,
of course, the increases in normal taxa-
tion result in the fact that the average
man has less to spend. Secondly, there is
a flat instruction to the banks to “con-
tract credit”, ie. to lend less, and such
bodies as local and provincial authorities
have been asked to curtail expenditure
on their capital construction program-

mes on the score that there is an all-over
shortage of capital and further that
money so spent will find its way into
the peoples’ pockets as incomes and so
increase the demand for goods, resulting
in further rises in prices.

In conjunction with these monetary
measures are the increases in indirect
taxation which affect you and me more
immediately, although in the run
the monetary measures will bly
affect us more profoundly. There are
the increases in excise duties on cigar-
ettes, beer, mineral-waters and sweets:
there are the increased stamp-duties and
telephone charges; the increase in the
duty on films, which will have a con-
siderable adverse effect on the budget of
the cinema-goer, etc.

So, on the one hand Mr. Havenga has
seen to it that we shall have less money
to spend; on the other hand he has made
sure that what money we have shall not
go as far,

CONTRADICTION

Now, having read thus far, it be-,

comes immediately apparent that there
is a sharp contradiction between the
theoretical side and the practical side
of the budget. Firstly, there are the
measures designed to decrease the
amount of money in circulation and thus
ease the inflationary trend — ie. by
halting the rise in prices; Secondly, there
are the increases in duties which have
the immediate effect of sending prices
more rapidly skyward! Thirdly — the
first results of the budget are increases
in th: price of maize, wheat and other
cereals ! !

Well — what gives? Does one, we ask
in our simple-minded way, combat infla-

tion by increasing prices of basic
necessities?
And another point: hand in hand with

dered above

the monetary measures consi
import restrictions will have the effect

of decreasing the volume of goods avail-
able to the public, Goods will become
scarcer, so that though we will have less
money wherewith to make our purchases,
there will be less to spend it on, and one
does not need to be an Economist to
know that however one may manipulate
the currency, if are scarce, prices
will not fall.

So, what is the answer? Is it to be
inflation or deflation?

Well, for once shall we give Mr.
Hivenga a handout and say, “Yes,
brother, you are combatting inflation,
prices will probably fall, all will be well™?

Me — not well. Do you remember
about three years -Iaﬂ. shortly after Mr.
Havenga became Finance Minister, he
told the oppasition in Parliament that
he could bring inflation to an end —
if the -:-:-unirﬂl was prepared to take
what went with a programme of defla-
tion. And what he meant thereby is that
one must choose between two alterna-
tives, between 1952 and 1932, between
inflation and depression, And, within

narrow scope of Mr. Havenga's
brand of Economics, he is quite right—
those ARE the only alernatives.

ILLUSTRATIONS

Take these monetary measures: it fol-
lows quite clearly that among the con-

sequences which follow upon a policy of

“dear money™ (brought about by the
rise in the bank-rate, etc.) is the fact
that businiss becomes less profitable; the
busin=ss man who intends to expand his
business; the manufacturer who was con-
templating the erection of new plant;
the wholesaler who was going to increase
his stocks; the chap in the corner shop
who was going to move to larger premi-
528 — all these types change their minds
and decide to hang fire. This, in turn,
results in the fact that the builder and
engineer who were about to get started
on the new factory or ware roll
down their sleeves again, because the
contracts they were about to sign are
scrapped.

And the wholesaler or retailer who,
on the one hand finds that he has no
F.eumt to import, and on the other hand

finds that his old customers are buying

less because Mr. Havenga's budget has

{Continued on page 15.)
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WELFARE IN PROFILE

“EX-SERVICE JIM”

I LOOKED up [rom my desk at well

over six feet of manhood and in the
usual routine fashion said, “"Can I help
youl”

Our interpreter helped the visitor to
unfold his story. After months of look-
ing for a job Jim had at ldst found em-
bloyment. When, however, he went to
register at the Pass Office, his pass was
taken away from him and he was issued
with a piece of paper which said amongst
other things: “Not to be emploved in the
Urban Areas of Johannesburg™: “To be
employved in Rural Areas.” .

I phoned Influx Control and learned
that Jim was a foreigner — he was born
m Alexandra Township, and for all in-
‘tents and purposes he might as well have
been born in Alexandria, Egypt, [
glanced over at Jim while I was speak-
ing to Influx Control and all his sorrow

at our shameful system was there in his
dark eyes.

Something of what [ felt must have
crossed the wires of that telephone be
cause eventually Influx Control relented
and agreed to issue Jim with the neces
sary permit if his job was still open to
him. After some negotiation this was
arranged and Jim was issued with a per:
mit to seek work.

It was necessary, however, for Jim
to see the emplover again before com-
mencing work and for days he travelled
a few miles from the place of employ-
ment to the. Legion Offices to. report
that he had "not started yet."

Each time I saw him I wes filled with
4 vesentment against the callous marner
in which this ex-soldier was asked to
call again and again, but Jim — his
patient resignation seemed to express it
self in the. very leanness of his tall
frame, a dignity that was biding its time.

Finally one morming I was assured by
the :mp%uyer that Jim could stare work
and he would give him a note right
away to the Pass Office. Jim left our
office at approximately 10.30 a.m. with
his little boy of four years old. They re-
turned from the Pass Office at 4 p.m.
having spent almost 53 hours in what

should have been a simple process —
vhtaining a document giving him the
right to work,

We know, we read, we hear of cases
a hundred times worse than this one. We
are moved by poverty, oppression, injus-
tice, which our Non-European people
undergo all the time, but for some of us
with a conscience [ believe it is the indi-
vidual case that hits home strongest. I
pictured Jim and his boy hanging around
that pass office for hours and compared
it with my ten minutes impatient stamp-
ings at a bus stop.

I could visualise his anxiety during
all that time, because of his past un-
pleasant experiences at the same offices.
I imagined the little boy tired and hun-
gry—such a lovable little chap. Strange
too — this little black boy was clinging
to his dirty disheve father, loving
him just as much as my boy loves his
father, And Jim — why he was smiling
down at the boy very lovingly. Previous-
Iy it had been Jim's malnourished and ill-
clad body that worried me. That day I
felt with [im the hurt he must feel at
not being able to do more for his child.

Today Jim's problems are very real
in my mind; Today the very ordinary
comfort of my home can jolt me into
thinking of what Jim and his boy went
home to. I can think of Jim's torn shirt,
his bedraggled waistcoat — which he
wore instead of the jacket he obviously
did not possess — with a pang of shame
at the number of times I have seen Af-
ricans dressed like this and not stopped
to think about it

Today there is not much pleasure for
me in anything lovely. But shortly, I
fear, my perspective will be distorted
again and I'll be accepting the inequali-
ties quite easily.

The Michael Scotts remember always
and today I wish I were of their calibre.

“YETTA",
Springbok Legion Welfare Officer.
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THE WORLD TODAY

by BEN GILES

HOTTING UP THE COLD WAR

|[N America, where they talk loudly of 'booms’ and spend the nights worrying
glnumy of 'busts’, the “Eisenhower for President” boom is getting under way.

But the
uarters in Europs and sa

isenhower is not yet a candidate,

ng under way,

. in C,, North Atlantic Treaty Organisation, sits
nothing. In fact, despite the boom and ballyhoo,

in his head-

helding their election-before-the election — their so-

’DnIT in the U.S.A. could it happen this way. The great political machines
are gett

:’." L} L] n
run for m.rrﬁunhwnr': name

Republican Party; but his name is being written i

Dwight, he says nuffin.
WHAT ARE THE CHANCES?

As the papers have it, it's still any-
body's race in the Republican primaries.
- And it is a race run to the beating of
martial drums. In the dim and not very
hopeful d, stands the sinister
figure of Douglas MacArthur, discredi-
ted spokesman for all-out war in the Far
East. Nearer the tape, is Senator Rob-
ert Taft, leader of the anti-Communist
drive, tub-thumper of the “bring our
boys back from Korea and let Chiang
fight our wars for us" line: and for my
money, way out ahead, the military lead-
er of the cold war in Burope, chief or-
aniser of the military preparations for
hot war of tomorrow.

I tip Eisenhower to win the Repub-
lican race, because the cold war is big
business, America’'s biggest. It is the
money spinner which has sent corpora-
tion profits sky-rocketing along the gold-
cn stream of Marshall Aid, war orders
and the Korean war.

These primaries are not popular elec-
tions as we know them. They arc the
swinging into action of great political
machines, of political bosses whipping
up the votes of henchmen and job-seek-
crs, of back-stage intrigue, bargain and
quid-pro-quo arrangements. And in thesc
machine-operated campaigns big business
calls the tune, Republican and Demo-
crat. And big business is for the cold
war, and for its chief of staff, Dwight
D. Eisenhower,

ARE THERE DEMOCRATS?

Against the flamboyant challengers
from the Republican ranks, the Demc-
crats have little to offer. More signifi-
cant then is the sudden “bombshell™ an-
nouncement by President Truman that
he would not stand again for election,
an announcement made at the height of

the Eisenhower boom.

— in which each party selects its own candidate to -
does not appear nnfhabal.lni'l:up-nnﬂ'h-
n and voted fo

r. But Brer

It cannot be that Truman has stepped
aside in the belief that any ome of the
colourless selection of Democrat aspi-
rants has a better chance of victory, for
seldom has there beeen so0 undistinguish
ed a collection of candidates, His deci-
siom can only be a manoeuvre designed
to make the ‘election of Eisenhower in-
evitable, andse bring to its frujtion the

licy of the cold war and anti-Soviet

luster in international affairs which was
fathered by Truman and completed by

Eisenhower.

To South Africans, in the
traditions of bitter party strife, the idea
may seem fantastic. But not in America,
where the two main parties are as dis-
tinguishable as Tweedledum and Twee-
dledee on a dark night. No arguments
on fnrti&puﬁtr: no arguments on home
policy; this has long been the fact of the
two major parties of the American
scene, Differences, where there are any,
revolve around whose loyal supporters
are to be appointed to which lucrative
jobs. For the rest, a Southern Democrat
votes more often in the house with the
Republicans than with his own party.

Truman, Democrat, commences: but
Eicenhower, Republican dispenses.

ALL CUT AND DRIED.

That at least iz as big business sees
it in America. The policy of stockpiling
iz reaching its end, with the first signs
of a crack in war commodity prices. The
policy of cold war and rearming is reach-
ing its saturation point, with hot war
boiling over in Korea, Tunisia, Egypt,
Malaya. The state of war hysteria and
tension which has been whipped up will
begin soon to let down if it proves to
be all caused by shadows.

And so the Truman mgm:g of the cold
war must end too. The reins of state
must pass to the hands of its reigning
military genius; and the military domina-
tion of American state affairs must be
completed. The hierarchy — as big busi-
ness plans it — will be presided over by

. General George Marshall and General

Dwight Eisenhower. The cold war and

is leaders must give way to the hot war
and its generals.

But like all these calculations, they
omit one thing. And that thing is the
people. Their voice will not be heard
yet; but it will be heard in the Presi-
dential elections later in the year. And
it is here that the plans of b* business
may go astray, as they did last time,
when all the power of the press, radio
and the Gallup Poll sought to tell the'

American people that Dewey could not
lose.

And yet he lost, decisively and hand-
somely. Not that any fundamental dif-
ferences of foreign policy divided Dewey
from Truman — just the people, not
prepared to be herded into support of
the more violent and outspoken propa-
gandist of war.

It may happen again, if the American
peopl: can still think for themselves,
and have not been drugged with their
ruler’s dreams of American domination
of the world, and the “American cen-
tury”. If anyone can beat Eisenhower,
it is, the virtually unknown Senator
Estes Kefauver, who had greatness
thrust upon him as leader of the Corrup-
tion investigations which sent several of
Truman’s toadies to a well-earned rest
in Federal penitentiaries,

He may not be the answer to a peace-
lover's prayer. It is cevtain that he sup-
ports the Truman doctrine of the co
war. But every vote vegistered for him
will be a vote against the conspiracy to
bring America under military rule; and
it will be a vote of protest at the frantic
efforts being to hurry up a new
world war which is the logical end of
the Truman road,
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BRANCH

THE political crisis has inevitably

brought the Johannesburg Branch
a good deal of work, albeit work of the
most worth-while nature. The newly-
elected Branch Committee had its first
meeting shortly after the decision of
the Supreme Court invalidating the Sep-
arate Representative of Voters Act. The
Committee immediately decided to call a
Branch Meeting on Monday, 7th April
to discuss with our members our attitud:
to the decision and Dr. Malan's state-
ment, and also the non-European resist-
“ance to the Nationalist Government’s
unjust laws,

* * * *

IN addition, the Branch has applied to

the City Council for permission to
hold a public meeting dealing with'these
issues, A big leaflet distribution is plan-
ned, and the Branch iz hopeful of hav-
ing a really successful meeting, which
would incidentally expose the half-heart-
ed stupidity of thz Anti-Nationalist or-
ganisations who are “ohserving the
truce.” -

* * * E

OH Monday, 315t March, Dr. Y. Da-

doo addressed a meeting for the
public organised by the Branch on: *The
Non-Europeans and the Nationalists."
Dr. Dadoo explained the reasons which
lead the Joint Council of the Non-Euro-
pean MNational Organisations to plan a
campaign of resistance to the Gowvern-
ment’s “Apartheid” policy. He particu-
larly emphasised the fact that the cam-
paign is directed against oppressive laws,
and not against the Buropean section of
the population.

Dr. Dadoo cutlined the new laws in-
troduced by the WNationalists and the
old ones which they have stringently ap-
plied to oppress the Non-Europeanz, He
spoke with passion and sincerity of the

perate position of the Non-Europeans,
the forcing of African Labour to farms,
the culling of their cattle against their
wishes and interests, their abandonment

to a shocking housing position, and the
application of the Group Areas Act,
which_clearly intends to make the posi-
tion of Indian South Africans so despe-
rate ag to drive them from the country.

Dr. Dadoo told the meeting of the
joint plans of the MNon-European Nat-
ional Organisations. First they had asked
the Government to repeal six unjust laws
which discriminated against Non-Euro-
peans, This requ-st had been rejzcted by
the Government. On April 6th demon-
strations of support for the resistance
plans would be held all over the country,
after which small units would invite pro-
secution by openly defying discrimina.
tory laws.

Several questions were put from-the
floor by Legion members, It was an-
nounced that the Legion would discuss
its attitude and plans at the Branch
Meeting on the following Monday.

L = * #

BR.J"’LNCH members are busy collecting

jumble for the next jumble sale.
It iz gratifying to see members
accepting the responsibility of rais-
ing funds and realising that without suf-
ficient finance the Legion will be crip-
pled in all of its planned activities, such
as producing pamphlets, holding meet-
ings, etc.

A Gem from -I;I:e New World

West Virginia, U.S.A.: Wheeling city
fathers seized every penny-candy

machine in town when it was discoversd -

that among the miniature geography
lessons anrﬂw-d with the candy were
ones which read: "U.S.S.R. Population
211,000,000, Capital Moscow. Largest
country in the world.”

ATTENTION ALL
MEMBERS !

THE attention of all Legiannaires

is drawn to the MNinth Annual
Conference of the Springbok
Legion, which will be held at the
Trades Hall, Kerk Street, Johan-
nesburg, on the 2&6h and 27th
April, 1952.

Whe her you are a delegate or

not, we will be very pleased to
see you in atlendance, since it
hardly needs stressing that our or-
ganisation faces a grim struggle
in the ensuing year — a struggle
which has been made doubly
severe by the set-backs, both eco-
nomic and political which this

couniry is experiencing.

Don't forget the date, time and
place.

Telegraphic and Cable Address:
"PORTERGERM"

DRAPERS AND COMPLETE
OUTFITTERS

HERBERT PORTER

& CO., LTD.
At the Subway — Germiston.

Phones 51-456& [3 lines)] Box 37,
And at Witbank, Standerten and
Malvern.
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BOOK 'REVIEW

THE TROUBLED AIR

by Irwin Shaw

HERE is a book I cannot recommend,

for it falls far below the high stan-
dard set by Mr. Shaw in “The Young
Lions". It Has a spurious and shaky poli-
tical” standpoint: it reveals 4 contempt
for human beings in general: it is notice-
able fot shoddy, unconvincing characteri-
sation and its narrative style is smarmy,
I would not review the book at all, so
disappointing is it, but for the fact that
many 3, remembering "The Toung
Lions”, will be tempted to buy “The
Troubled Air"

A radio-director of programmes is.or-
dered to sack five members of his team
on the grounds that they are Communists
or fellow-travellers. Archer, the director,
is shocked and gains time to investigate
personally the political leanings of the
accused. He discovers that his musician,
a refugee from Austria, in addition to
being a Jew, was a member of the Aus-
trian Communist Party for two months
in the twenties. The musician commits
suicide after his dismissal,

Alice Weller admits to having spoken
at a Peace Meeting. Atlas, a Negro co-
median, declines to answer questions on
the grounds that he is being victimised
because of his colour. Frances Mother-
well adwmits she is a Communist, because
the man she loved was Rilled in the
war and he was a Communist, Vic
Herres, Archer's friend, denies Commu-
nist sympathies, but is revealed finally
as the leader of a “cell.” .

The interest of the book is, of course,
the reactions of an average man to the
practical application of the ‘Red Witch-
hunt' in the United States and Shaw
shows well enough the nsidious effects
' of the underhand wmethods employed.
This aspect of the book is effectively
Julfilled and we can take warning from
the grim U.5. example.

Shaw falls down just on the wvery
point which must have moved him to
write the book: namelv, the disappear-
ance of civil liberties in America in the
process of the 'witeh-hunt’. As a writér
formerly considered ‘libeval’, he has at-
tempted to make his protest against the
narrowing of freedom, but he reveals
how wmuch afraid he himself is of the
‘smear’ tactics by the demouement of
the novel,

After spending four-fifths of his book
in proving that it is un-democratic to
dﬂﬂﬂ' cii-&::: of the freedoms of
speech, pu tion, criticism, employ-
::n:, flii::ﬂal and udl;-.n,hl-;r' !n:’:l T‘E

ok quite unexpecte savage
d'll'lﬁh? all 'I'hnrri hts to '"Commu-
nists'. In so doing Ea completes the
vicious circle, for once again he is con-
fronted with the question: What is a
Communist? where are the dividi
lines? who can define a 'fullnw-frﬂ:?-

ler'? who and on what grounds can con-
demn an organisation as 'subversive'?

It is this artificial ending to the book
which suddenly compels %im to tumn
his characterisation upside doun. In par-
ticular the reader cannot accept the sud-
den revelation of Herres's “true” char-
acter. Pictured as a strong, independent,
generous, warm-hearted, loyal individual,
we were at the lase invited to believe him
to be ruthless, dishonest, without loyalty
to his friends, without intellectual in-
tegrity and with a touch of sexual per-
version! -

It just won't do. It is neither good
politics nor good literature.
- C.W.

CIVIL RIGHTS

{Continued from page 3.) '

growth of a staffin icy which has
led to the wuse of w definitions in
order that the unpaid labour of high-
grade or normal patients may be used
to reduce to the tax-payer the cost of the
care of the low-grade patients.”

Thz Council has investigated countless
individual cases; in each they have ob
tained independent medical and psychia-
tric opinion. They have been instru-
mental in obtaining the release of num-
bers of people wrongly certified as men-
tally ﬁtﬂ:ﬂt ublm they a.re':_rii:w pres-
sing a public inquiry. ir pam-
phlet on this subject — “30,000 Qutside
the Law™ — has been widely distributed
and is aroucing intense interest and in-
dignation. )

Miss Elizabzth Allen, the General Sec-
retary of the Council, wrote in her last
annual report that opponents of the
Council have accused it wariously of
being in the hands of Conscientious Ob-
jectors, Communists and Fascists and
they are now waiting for the accusation
that the Council is controlled by Mental
Defectives. s

If. on reading this, you imagine that
the Council has vast resources and a

large well-paid staff, you would be com-

pletely wrong. The Council is very bad

undnrl:hffi’dg and is dﬂ'pafmml'; lhﬁﬁ
of money. They Mave launched an ap-
peal for funds among their members and

mpathizers for the demands made on
Eqm increase daily.
THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The composition of the Executive
Committee is a source of strength for it
consists mainly of representatives of affi-

liated organisations, and has only a few
members who act in an individual capaci-
ty. Among the affiliated societies are
Trades Councils, the Association of
Scientific Workers, Civil Service
groups, Teachers’ Unions, Lawyers' As-
sociations, etc, In her latest letter to
members Miss Allen writes:

“This week we have bezen called upon
to take emergency action to protect the
ﬂ:ﬂ of organisations showing 16 mm.

' against new threats of licensing
and censorship and have been able to
bring together, as no other society could
have done, organisations so diverse as
the Gas Cou.ru:ﬁ . the Church Missionary
Society, and the Co-operative Whadle-
sale Society.” '

Finally, let me quote a resolution to
be submitted to the forthcoming Annual
General Meeting of the Coundil:

"This Annual General Meeting wel-
comes the formation of the Australia-
Mew Zealand Civil Liberties Society
in London, and supports the efforts
of this Society to oppose the increas-
ingly large number of restrictions on,
and violations of, civil liberties in
these two Dominions; this meeting also
recognises that the defence n'? civil
liberties in the various countries of
the British Commonwealth is closely
inter-related and that vigilance in one
Commonwealth cou assists the
cause of civil liberties in all others."
Those interested in obtaining litera-

ture or making a donation can do so by
writing to The National Council for
Civil Liberties, 46, Westhourne Grove,
London, W.a. (Membership of the
Council ig 10/- per annum),
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YOU’RE TELLING US

Lellers lo lhe Edilor

The Editor,
“Fighting Talk.”
Dear Friend,

How are things at home? From all
the news and reading between the lines
I %athe-r things are moving fast and you
will be busy witha campaign that the
Appeal Court decision must have started,

Folks over here are pretty interested
in all the developments but they have
a naive belief that the Nats. will resign
out of sheer embarrassment, People
don't seem to realize how close we’'in
S.A. have been and still are to Fascism.

One feels closer to war here but for-
tunately most people are pretty conscious
of it, 50 that the Peace Movement is
getting stronger and stronger — they
reached 1,000,000 signatures last week
and the campaign is getting broader as
the drive to war affects more people.
Aneurin Bevan's position iz such that
he cannot help but support and present
left-wing policies, which are extremely
popular with a growingly-militint sec-
tion of the people.

The Ex-Service Peace Movement has
held large meetings all over the country
protesting against German re-armament
and getting good publicity. In general

situation is encouraging, except
among the South Africans here, who all
seem to subscribe to the theory that S.A.
affairs will all be settled outside the
countey as a result of world events, This
seems’ wrong to me and I believe that
the struggle for freedom lies only in the
hands of the South African people them-
selves. Is this correct?

ALAN LIPMAN.
London, England.

OUR REPLY:

Thank you for vour informative letier.
Tt is indeed encouraging fo know that
the struggle for the prevention of war is
meeling with success and that ex-service-
men in Britain — as Legionnaires in South
Africa — are pointing the way,

We do not think for one moment that
South African affairs will automatically
be righted by developments in internat-

ional affairs. It would be stupidly erro-
neous for South Africans who can sees
more clearly than ever the pattern of a
fascist dictatorship developing in this
country to fold their hands and await for
salvation from the outside world. The
struggle is ours, It will never be won ‘ex-
cept with our own efforts.

Nevertheless, the liberation of subject
peoples in India, China, Indonesia, Viet-
nam and Malaya: the increasing political
powers achieved by Africans in other parts
of the cantiment must have their effects
on the non-white people of the Union,
As Dr. Dadoo has said it is up 16 whije
South Africans in the interests of them-
#elves and the destiny of South Africa to
move with the times towards a-day when
all sections of the population can live
and work together in harmony and pros-
perity.

Yours, ete.,
"EDITOR F.T,

The Editor,
“Fighting Talk.”
Dear Friends,

Why haven't you written to me? |
take the dimmest view of you! Ewvents
like these would have deserved a pe--
sonal line just to put me in “the know™,
Do you realise what it means to me to
be completely cut off like this, when [
really have my heart and soul back home
with you chaps . ... I'm not being dra-
matic — so give out all your views!

Perhaps I'm more excited than neces-

sary because I'm so far away. [ want
to know how far those beauties can go.

What is the Legion doing about Malan’s
refusal to accept the %lnurt‘.s ruling?
and what about the Torch Commando?
[ didn't like Lou Kane-Berman's little
‘Apartheid’ scheme owver the Alamein
Meetings.

Hope you are all fit and fighting.
Yours,
SAIDEE PRAGER
London, England.

{Continued on next page)

SNIPPETS

Croydon East: The local Conservative
Astociation has expelled member, -Mr.
Geo. Green [ex-Royal Marine] because
he is a committee member of the Ex-
Jervice Movement for Peace. Said Wir.
Green, "The way to world peace and
happiness does not lie in amassing huge
s’lbcia of armament, and if that is the
rni' ot the Conservative Party,” then

sh:rI feel much happier to be refieved
of any responsibility for it,"

Ottawa: Former 5.5, General
Kurt Meyer was transferred to Ger-
many from Canada last October to
serve out the remainder of his life
sentence for war crimes against Can-
adian P.OW.'s. Meyer was allowed
ten days "leave" from prison soon
after his arrival in Germany. His
transfer has caused a storm of pro-
test from Canadian Ex-Service organi-
sations.

Hundreds of post-cards have been
sent to the Prime Minister urging him
“to bring Kurt Meyer back to Can-
ada so he can never kill again,”

- Meanwhile in Germany Meyer in a
press interview said: "'Marshall Manstain
and Marshall Kesselring and myself study
English very hard avery day. We believe
in & European army and we are prepar-
ing ourselves to serve in it."

tArizona: A Phoenix cemetery an-
nounced a change in its policy to allow
the burial of a MNegro soldier killed in
action in Korea.

London: Last month it was reported
that it was intended to show the film
“Rommel — Desert Fox” in Western
Germany. It is now learnt that the film
1§ mot to be shown.

" World-wide protest has made “the
powers thar be” think agamn and chalk-

ed up another victory for the Peace
forces.

Nottingham delegates at British Le-
gion Midland Area Conference protest-
ed against British Legion apathy in not
protesting against B.B.C. ban on E] Ala’
mein Reunion broadcast and substitu-
tion of excerpts from the Rommel film.
Delegates from 1,250 branches carried
the redolution unanimously,
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By the time you read this, you will have
received all the “gen” on the Constito-
tional Crisis, the Legion's plans and what
the Commando are doing. We are glad
your interest and enthusiasm are still with
us,

All the best,

Yours, etc.,
EDITOR F.T.

REPLY TO MISS POCOCK—see Fehru-
ary issue.

Dear Friend,

You said in your letter: “Though I
feel the Western Democracies are all you
say, I find myself in agreement with H.H.
atid ]‘.l_is- attitude to Ruwssian Communism.”

May we repeat that the Legion's fight
for the preservation of World Peace has
nothing whatsoever to do with the merits
and demerits of Coinmunism or Capital-
ism, nor for that matter with the demerits
of Nazism. However evil any one of the
systems may be, we firmly believe that
opposition between Capitalism and Com-
munism can be confined — it does not
require a horrible war to solve the ideo-
logical conflict.

Wouldn't it have been better for us
to destroy Mazism without resort to war?
If the democratic nations had firmly
applied sanctions — including the break-
ing up of international cartels which as-
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sisted Germany to make war — Hitler
and his ideclogy must have callapsed | . .
withoot war, Similarly today a programme
of Big Five Apgreement over a Pact of
Peace, disarmament, destruction of A-
bombe, international inspection — which,
let it be carefully noted, Russia proposcl
at UN. early this year and which
was rejected through the blec-vote
of the Western Powers — then neither
side could possibly wage war. Then
at last the wvirtues of the conflicting
economic systems could be left to reveal
themselves in peace,

It staggers and horrifies me to read
the cold-blogded words of HH. in the
February issue of "Fighting Talk" — that
he would prefer to fight in a third world
wayr than submit to Communism. H.H. is
free to fight Communism for all he is
worth, day in and day out until he suec-
ceeds, but how cam a man whao went
through World War II, who has some
concept, one assumes, of Atomic warfare,
who hag any intelligence at all, how can
siich a man so lightly accept the prospect
of a third world war? ¢ # 7 His attitude is
less than adult. Let him spend his time
fighting all the evils in the world, TN-
CLUDING THE GREATEST OF ALL
— WAR. '

Yours fraternally,
F:l”]l'l_"DR F.T.

(Cartsen by Ex-Gnr, Frank Hoguhaw)

THE BUDGET

{Continued from page 6)

left them short of money, takes fright
and decides to reduce the scope of his
business because he does not want to
get his fingers burnt. The builder and
the engineer decide that the time has
come to employ fewer artisans; the
whaolesaler and retailer go to their staffs,
put on their most charming smiles and
say, well, we don't like to do this but
— well you know how it is . . .

Listen to Professor Richards:— “The
days of rising prices, a plethora of jobs
and easy money would appear to be
over and in all probability a period of
recession now faces the country.”

And, again, “A rvecession in business
would mean that every factor of cost
must be reviewed and, if possible, re.
duced.”

50 — now you have it! Before
prices can start falling, "factors of
cost” must be reduced, and among
these factors is the wage of the work-
ers. Either fewer punp?a must be em-
ph\i;nd or the wage-rate must be
pushed down. That's the start of it.
Later on it will not be one or the
other — it will be both.

And now — to wind up — what of
the extra 3/6 per bag of maize and 3/
per bag of wheat? What of the higher
cost of cigarettes, sweets, lemonade?

As to the maize and wheat — well,
Mr. Havenga is not as honest today as '
he was three years ago. He will not say
to his friends on the platteland, “Look
boys, 1 have just started a nice little
depression — soon you won't need high-
er prices for your mealies”. No, he hands
them out a nice little bonsella and then
runs and hides behind the apartheid

chesterfield, waiting for the bomb to
hurst.

And the excise duties, the stamp du-
ties and the like? That, no doubt will
go into the Defence Rescrve Fund.
Didn't you knovwr there was 2 war on?

The “disinflationary™ process will be
slow, but it will be painful. The re-
duced imports means that other coun-
tries will earn less money to buy from
us: We will sell less, and buy less, and
50 on, until the whole economic machine
has wound down. And Mr. Havenga wil]
say, “See, I have killed the dragon of

inflation."™

Of course there is a third alternative,
but vlae‘i! discuss that after the political
truce!
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